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NUMBER XIX
PARISH OF KIREMAIDEN.

By the Rev. idr RonerT CALLANDER,

e e

, Situotion, Exterrt, o',
H 1S parifh is in the county of Wigtan,  prefbytery of
Stranraer, and fynod of Galloway. It is bounded on
the north by Stonnykirk parith ; from which, to the fouther-
moft point, or the Mull of Galloway, it is about 10 miles
long ; on the weft it is bounded by the Irith Sea; on the eaft
by the Bay of Glenluce; and is about 2 miles broad. The
general appearance of the parifh is hilly. Moft of the flat
grounds produce goed crops of corn.

Bays, &e~Mary-Port, thought to be called fo in honour
of the Virgin Mary, is 2 finall bay on the eaftern fhore,
which is thought a fafe anchoring place when the wind blows
from the weft. But Drumore, where thips of burdea fre-
guently put 1n, in bad weather, is the fafeft of any in the pa-
rith. Befides thefe thiere are Curgic and Killtay Day. There
was once a pier at the Bay of Port Neflock ; but it is now in
ruins, This would be a commeodious place for thipping, if a
good harbour were built. Ships anchor with fafety when
the weather is flormy from the eaft. On this {hore, towards
the fouth, in the warm {eafon of the year, there is a va-
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riety of marine plants growing at the foot, and on the cliffs
of the rocks. There is a fea weed, of which a confiderable
quantity of kelp is made. Samphire grows In confider.ble
plety, and is gathered for pickling. In going from Weft
Tarbert to the point of Mull, there rifes a very bold and ele.
vated goaft. It is abour the extent aof a mile, and projeéts it-
{elf as the boundary between the Irifh Sea and the Bay of
Luce. In a high wefterly wind, a prodigious {well and weight
of fea rolls around thar point. deis awfully grand. Here
the fea has formed caverns, which are rendered dreadful by
a fetting in tide and a firong welterly wind, "The noife is
like loud clap. of thunder. On the cxrremity of the point
in a fine day, there is a charmung profpedt of the north of
England, e of Man, [r¢land, &c. Ships pafs and repafs
this poat from England, Ireland, and the weft of Scotland.
There have been feveral wrecks, It fecins to be a proper
fituatiop for a hight-houle. 'T'here 15 abundance of fith every
where on the coaft, pf good quality and great variety.
The fheli-fith, oyitgrs and jobiters, are very good of their

kind,

Produce, £='.—This parifh abounds in corn and cattfe,
Potatoes and other wegetables are plentiful. The farmers
Iay their account with paying one half of their rent by the
fale of cattle, and the other half by corn. Barley and oats
thrive in this foil 2nd climate, and their quantity is con.
fiderable. The farmers export annpally hetween 200 and
300 bolls, Linlithgow mealure. The boll of harley fells
this year (179c) at 135,53 oats at 1os. 6d. per boll. The
Winchefter bufhel of varley will weigh, at an average, aboug
46 or 47 lbs. Englith, ‘The farmers are induftrious, and are
making improvements, by liming, &c. 'T'he sent of any farm
docs not exceed L. 150 per annum. A farm of the beft ground
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¥ the parifly ‘wis lately let at 17s. per acre.  The rental of
the pacith is about L. 2600 per annum. .

Populatiom—sAnnual average of births, from 2316 to 1926,

a7
o - arrpite * dhdinim TATTIAZECS - [
. - —— = deaths - 2y
— . e PR— « births, from 1550 1ill
X760 b ¢ . . . . - 28
= e marriages - 4
- i st deaths - - 15
b == births, ftom 1760 till
1770 - - . - ¢ - . 24
; : o marriages, nearly 6
- — deaths . = 17
- r brths, from 1470 till
1780 - - - - - - 18
N—_— martriages, . nearly ]
- - . deaths - - 14
births, from 1780 till
. 1790, nearly - * - - 4O
— marriages - 8
— - - deaths - - 20

In 1917, nearly 37 died of the {mall-pox. In 1721, 46
died, mouly of fevers. In 1925, there were 43 who died,
moftly of the fmall pox. In 1785, 47 died, moftly of 2n
cpidemical fever. 'L'he return of the population to Dr Webe
fter was .4051. In 1793, there were 212 Ramilies, .and goo
perfons above 6 years of age, At prefent {1-9o) the num=
ber wf inhabitants is 1380, and of families 285. '

.. Church, School, tc.~The remains of the olg church fs.oni
. ' . thg
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the farm of the Mull. It was fuppbfed b -have” been-dedie
cated to the Virgin Mary. The prefent one is fiome:cemtrical;
and was built A, D. 1633. The Earl of Stair is patron.
There are two other heritors ; -hut omly one of them refides,
‘The ftipend has not yet been augmented, and is only 55 ). 105,
without any vitual. ‘[he glebe-is confiderably thosrt of being
legal. At she public ichool, Englihy weiting, arithmetic,
book-keeping, navigation, and a little-Latin, are taught. The
falary is 100 merks, and L. 2: 8: o Sterling, for edocating
12 poor boys, out of a mortified fund, Eaglith is taught at
r s. the quarter ; writing and arithmetic at rs. 8d. .. With
the emoluments of precentor and fefion-clerk, the incoms
will not exceed. L. 17 or L. 18 Sterling. Near the northern
extremity of the parith is:another fchool y the falary about a
guinca, and L. 1:12:0 Stesling for teaching 8 poos-boys,
out of the fame mortified fund,- There in generally 4 chird
fchool, without falary, in winter, at the fouthern extremity
of the parifh, In both thefe Jaft, education is at 1.9 the
quarter ; and the mafters ‘have the privilege of going about
with the {cholars, and ledging with their parents, - The

number of the fcholars at the three-fchools, tsken topethicr,

may be about 120,

-

.Pmr.—']fhc poor belonging to this parifh are well pro-
vided, Befides the ordinary colleltions, there are the followa
ihg funds. Mr Andrew M¢Murray merchant in London lefi
L. 500, the yearly interelt of which is to be applied to the
benefit of the {ichoolmafter, for.educating 20 poor boys, na.
tives of this parith. The late Andrew M¢Dowal, Efg; .Lord
Bankton; one of the Judges of the Court of Seffica, - Inft to
the poor of this parith L. 100. The yearly intereft is. divided
among them, The late William Adair, Efq; of Flixton,

Yeft ta the pode L. 400, 3 por omf, conful. annuity, .- Thele
: three

,
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thitee gentlemen werd hoto il sy parsfiay aad-have lefe o m:-:

morial. worthy of record. P RS

. Prioe.¢f. Liabovr and Prmg}?!m,. §9%—~—Servan s wages hatg
rifen a third wuhin thefe ftew Feara :I"?Etﬂafi# 1 vants, wh
got 203, per halt year now get 3os. or more ; male lervants,
who formerly got L. 2, or L. 2: 1020 per halt year, now
get L. 3 3:0, or L, 3:10:¢ 35 lome get L. 4. A dnyla.
The ;txr:c: of puultr}r is pratty rnainnable 3 butcher meat is 23d.
per Ib. when plentiful ; when fcarce, it rifes mnﬁdcmbiy,
There is no market nearer than Stranraer. [he ale-houfles
in this parith were numerous till of late; but the new regu-
lation of licenfing the houfes of -perfons of a fair charaéter,
it is to be hoped, will be attended wi.th the happieft conie-
quences, Lhere are three of thele houfes licenied in this

parifh.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.~There is plenty of whin-ftone
in the parifth. “lhe flate quarries are thought valuable, if
properly wrought. A good deal of the flate is fent ro inac-
ket. There are feveral caves, curiofities of their kind; in
one of them there is a petrifying water, which drops trom
the roof. In another on the cattera fhore, according to tra=
dition, a hermit lived. ‘the fuel here is peat and turf; and
thefe are fcarce, as much of the moor ground has been cone
verted into arable land. The winter is generally mioderate.
The air is reckoned very wholefome. More flax is raifed
than formerly; and the ground 1s proper for it. A Lnt-mill
ereéted in the parifh would be a farther encouragement. The
farmers bring their lime from Whitehaven or Ircland, and
pay 1s, 2d. per Carlifie bufhel, which is three Winchefter

bufhels. The truftees are making every cxertion to put the
high«
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high-roads i good-order. The fund arifes from every houfe.

holder, except the poor, paying 1s. 8d. a-year, and every
farm 1¢s. for the 100 pounds Scots valuation. Plantations
of trees do not thrive well here ; the keen air blowing from

the fea checking their growth.
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