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NUMBER XXX
PARISH OF KILTEARN,

By the Rev. Mr HARRY ROBERTSON.

e ——

Origin of the Name.

ILTEARN derives its name from two Gaelic words, viz.
viz. Keil Tighearn, fignifying the burying place of the
laird or great man ; but there is no record or tradition from,
which we can learn what great man was firlt buried here.
T'he Munra’s of Fowlis, the chief family in the parifth, were
buried, for feveral centurics, at Chanonry, and only began
to bury at Kiltearn anno 1588,

It is well known that many other places in Scotland owe
their names to a fimilar caufe, viz. their giving burial to fome
faint or eminent perfon ; and the names of thefe places begin
with Kil, being a contration of Keil, as Kilmuir, i. e. Mary’s

burial place ; Killin, Kilbride, Kilfythy Kildonan, &c.

Situation, Extent, and Surface.~This parilh is fituated about
the middle of the county of Rofs, in the diftriét called Ferina
donald, of which we fhall fpeak afterwards. It belongs to
the Prefbytery of Dingwall, and fynod of Rofs ; and ftretche
es along the north fide of the bay that runs up from Cromar-
ty to Dingwall, being about fix miles long from Novar-

1na
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Inn at the eaft, to a rivulet called Aultnakit, near Tulloch;,
at the weft. The breadth is various  That part of the pa-
rifh which is well cultivated is about two miles broad, from
the fea-fhore on :the fouth, to the foot of the hilly ground on

the north. But there are feveral grazings and Highland pof-
feflions at the diftance of five, ten, and even fifteen miles,

from the fea. It is bounded by the parifh of Alnes on the
eaft, by Contin and Lochbroom on the north, by Dingwall
and Fodderry on the welt, and by Cromarty Bay on the fouth.
The H _,_glii:md diftrit of this parith is, for the moft part,
wild and unculuvated, confifting of high mountains, feparat-
ed trom cach other by rapid rivulets, and extenfive tralls of
moors and mofly ground. In this diftriét, there is a confi-
deranle firath ®, called the Clare, pleafantly fituated in an in-
clined plain, upon the banks of the river Skiack, containing
about 20 acres arable land and meadow ground. And, o
the oppofite fide of the river, there is alfo a plain of about 30
acres, called Bognahavin. Though the houfes in this remote
diftriét are in peneral very mean, yet there is one on cach fide
of the river built in a fiyle fuperior to the generality of
farm-houfes in the parith, beng the goat-whey quarters of
the minifter of Kiltearn, and of Mr Munro fheriff-fubflitute
of Lewis. In either of thefe houfes, the weary traveller, or
the fatigued fportiman, can find comfortable accommoda~
tions, 'This circumflance is only taken noticeof, becaute it is a
perfeét contraft to the miferable huts, called Shealings, which
the hardy Highlanders inhabit while they tend their flocks
and herds, and live on the produce of the dairy,

If we turn our eyes to the low diftriét of the parifh, which
inclines gently from the foot of the hills towards the fea, a
very

*ie va]lcj:, or Ievel land between hills,
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very rich and beautiful profpeft opens to our view; viz.
well cultivated fields, inclofed either with fione-walls, or
with thorn hedges and belts of planting. In fhort, every tra-
veller is ftruck with the natural beauty of the country, which
of late years has been fo much improved by art, as muft give
a favourable idea of the good tafte and opulence of the pro-
prictors. The gentlemen’s houfes are large and commodi=-
ous, and their gardens well ftored with fruit-trees. Abour
eighty years ago, there were few foreft trees to be feen here,
except fome natural alders and willows on the banks of
rivers, and a few afhes, elms,_ and limes, {furrounding gentle-
men’s gardens ; but now there are extenfive plantations of
pines or firs, feveral miles in circumference, befides many
thoufands of oaks, and other hard wood of every kind that is
to be met with in North Britain, The feveral proprietors
feem to vie with each other in raifing the fineft plantations
of timber. Such improvements are defirable on a double
account : They adorn the face of the country, while they
promote the intercft of individuals.

‘There are feveral hills in this parith, which, being viewed
from the phins below, add much to the grandeur and variety
of the profpeft. Several of thefe hills are covered with fir
plantations, which cannot fail to pleafe the eye, as, the
hill above Youlis, the hill of Swordle, and fome others,
Knockmartin, a {mall hill, compared to the reft, is fituated
on the eaft fide of the hill of Swordle, and is {een from the
fea fide. Its chief beauty confills in its thape, it tapers gra-
dually from the bafc to the higheft point, forming a cone.
This laft mentioned, as well as the higher hills beyond it, are
covered with heath, But the moft diftinguifthed hill in the
parith is Ben-yaifh, which towers above all the reft; and
wmuft be extremely high, as it is feen in Moray and Banfl-

fhire.
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262 Statifiical Account

fhire. Ben-uaifh is always covered with {fnow, even in the
hotteft day in fummer. And, in allufion to this, there is
a remarkable claufe inferted in one of the charters of the fa-
mily of Fowlis, which is, that the foreft of Uaifh is held of
the King on condition of paying a {now-ball to his Majefly
on any day of the year, if required. And we are aflured
that a quantity of fnow was altually fent to the Duke of
Cumberland, when at Invernefs; in 1746, to cool his wine.
There is a great deal of heath and coarfe grafs, which is
excellent pafture for cattle, all around this hill s and the fo-
reft is well {tocked with deer, and a wariety of moor

Eame.

Air, Climate, and Difeafes~—The air is generally clear and
pure ; and it has been obferved, in this, as well as the neigh-
bouring parithes, that the weather has been more changeable
for twenty years paft than in former times. That rain has
fallen of late years in a greater proportion than it did for-
merly, is a well known fa&, which has materially injured
the crops, and occafioned late harvefts over all the nortH
of Scotland. And, that the air is more cold and moift upon
the higher, than upon the lower ground, 1s found to hald
true, in this difiri€t, as well as in other corners of the king-
dom. But, notwithftanding the variablenefs of the weather,
the climate of Kiltearn is by no means unhealthful ; nor can
the inhabitants impute the difeafes they fometimes labous
under to any noxious quality in the air, but rather to acci-
dental caufes. We are credibly informed, that the fearcity
of bread in 1782 has impaired the conftitutions of feveral
people in the lower ranks of life, and entailed obftinate dif-
eafes on them. When an infeftious fever attacks dny family
in the parifh, it is generally communicated to fome of their
neighbours, and makes feveral breaches before it ceafes ; bue

it
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It is a providential circumftance, that the people are feldom
vifited with fuch a calamity. The epidemical difeafe mof¥
dreaded is the natural {mall-pox, which ufually {fweeps away
a number of children once in feven years, and fometimes
oftener. 1In the year 1%77, above 30, 2nd in 1778 no fewer
than 47 children died of this difeafe. There is not the leaft
doubt that this great mortality was owing in part to the
improper treatment of the patients, and the neglet of ino-
culation, to which the people are fiill averfe, in {pite of
the earneft perfuafion and example of their {fuperiors, con-
firmed by a fuccefsful practice in almoft every inftance where
it has been attempted. Rheumatic complaints have alfo been
more frequent than formerly within thefe 30 vears, owing
probably to the fubflitution of linen for flannel fhirts among
the lower ranks; and a retorn to the ufe of flannel and
woolen is found to be the moft efficacious remedy for this

complaint,

Before we conclade this article, it may be proper to ob-
ferve, that the following inftances of longevity, which feem
to be well attelted, afford a very favourable teftimony of the
healthfulnefs of the air and climate of this parifh. About
the year 17506, Katharine M‘Kenzie died at Fowlis in th=
117th year of her age. In 1782, Mr John Drown, late
factor of Foulis, died in his 1o7th year. In 1775, Kenneth
Munro, late of Inveran, died in this parith, in his rooth
vear ; and Mrs Munro, his wife, died 4 ,years after him,
in her 88th year. The only inftance which we fhall add is
n gentleman, a heritor of the parith, who had been a member
of the laft Scotch, and of the fir(t Britith parliament; he
died about 30 years ago, in his g4th year. And, within thefe
few years, a fifter and daughter of the fame gentleman died

here, who were very little thort of the {ame age.
Soid
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Soil and Preduce.~The foil here is various, as might be
expeéted in fo large a diftrict of land. In the highland dif-
$rift, the foil is either mefly, or a cold clay, mixed with fand
or gravel, very unfriendly to vegetation. On the banks of
she rivers the meadows are covered with a tough, ftrong turf,
producing a coarfe fort of grafs, fitter for pafturing young
cattle than for fattening them, or producing milk. And it
would probably be for the intereft, both of landlord and te-
nant, that a plough were never ufed in this diftrict ; for, tho’
corn may grow, yet, through the cold and moifture of the
climate, it feldom ripens {fo as to make good bread. In the
low diftriét of the parifh, again, the difference of foil is very
obfervable. Towards the eaft, it is light and gravelly, In
the middle, for about two miles fquare, there is a rich loam,
fit to produce any vegetable, with proper culture. As we
proceed further on, the foil is black and fpongy ; but, by
means of drains, it has of late years been greatly improved.
The weftern divifion of the parifh confifts chiefly of a firong
clay foil, fome of it of a reddith hue, which, when well
wrought, produces excellent crops. ‘The feafons for fowing
and reaping, in this parith, are as difterent as the degrees of
activity, and the unaccountable prejudices of various farmers,
Some lay it down as a maxim, never to begin fowing till a
certain day of the month, when their fathers and grandfa-
thers were accuftomed to fow. Others, again, embrace the
{firlt opportunity, when the foil is fufficiently dry to receive
the feed 5 and the effet is fuch as might naturally be expett-
ed. The fpirited ative farmer, who fows early, reaps an
carly harvelt, and the beft corn; while the others fuffer all
the inconveniences of a late harveft. But, we moft here re-
mark, what is very obfervable, that the farmers on the oppo-
fite fide of the bay, in what is called the Black Ifle, never fail
to reap their corn a fortnight or twenty days carlier than the

inhabitants
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inhabitants of this parith ; and yet they dre expofed to the
north, while Kiltearn has a fouth afpect. The difference muft
certainly be owing to the quality of the foil. That on the
oppofite fhore is a mould mixed with fand and gravel, chiefly
founded on dquarry. As to the produdtions of this parifh,
were we to mention thein all, we would enumerate the fevee
ral animals and vegetables that are moit commeonly to be met
with in North Britain, with the addition of thole produc-
tions peculiar to highland countries, The hills abound with
red deer, and all kinds of moor game ;3 and various birds and
beafts of prey, as eagles, hawks, foxes, &c. Iun the extentive
heaths of this difiri€t; a great variety ot berries is preduced,
moft of which are very grateful to the tafie. During the
winter {torms, there are thoals of {ea-fowls on the couair here,
fuch as wild duéts, and a {pecies of geefe calied rood gecfe,
which are efteemed good eating. Some fheil fith are likewife
found upon the coafty fuch as muifcles, cockles, and wilks,
The f{ea-coalt being fmooth and fandy for the meoit part,
there is little fea-weed; and none at all fit for burning kelp,
Bee-hives were formerly very plentiful in this panth, but now
it is probable that there are not above 20 in the wuele dittrit.
The parith ufed to be greatly infefted with rats; but they
are now almoft extirpated. Whether this 18 ewing to the
induftry of rat-killers, who have been employed to dcitroy
them, or whether they ‘have cmigrated to fome other dii-
tri&t, is oot known. ASs the prejudice againft eating {wine's
fleth is in a gredt meafure overtome, a confiderable number
of pigs is reifed here. Not only every farmer, but every
houﬁ:-k&:pcr, rears annually one or two pigs, and fome half
a dozen ; fhe greatelt numbef of which are fold at the neigha
bouring markets ; and, when tolerably well fed, fetch from
20 to 3o fhillings a picce. The breed of black cattle here is
various. In the Highlands, they were fmall ized and hardy,

Voi. L, L1l ) but
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-but not quite fo finall as the common breed of cattle in comi-
ties farther to the north. But the gentlemen and principal
farmers have been at great pains to improve their breed of
cattle by purchafing fome from Fife and Moray, which are
confiderably larger than the common breed :of the country.
-Some of the laft mentioned, whin full fed, fell for L. 10 or
1. 12. The horfes of the parifh are alio of two kinds;
fome of a large Galloway fize, which the gentlemen ufe in
ploughing and carting, wvalue from L. 10 to L. 20 each;
and a few worth L. 25, But the greateft number of horfes
are what are commonly calied Highland Garrons, value from
1.. 3 to L. 5 each. 'There are few goats in the parith ; and
thele are the property of two ténants, ‘'who occupy very re-
mote pofitflions. "I'he number of theep at prefent is very
inconfiderable, and, for the moft part, of a very inferior qua-
lity, being of a fmall fize, and producing very little wool, At
prefent, there are only two or three farmiers in the parifh
who manage their fheep properly ; and one of. their fherp is
worth two of any other farmer’s; The rearing of fhecp has
been rather difcouraged for fome time paft, being found fo
deftruftive to voung plantations of timber 3 but.it is :not
doubted thar, in a few years, the rearing of this ufefud animal
will becomie a principal objedt both with the landlords and te-

nants. I )
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Inlbabitants ; their Ovrigin, and Progre/s in Cisilization 1t is
well known, that in many parts of Scotland, particularly in
the north, every diftri¢t is inhabited chicfly by fome oune pare
ticular tribe or clan. So it is in this country. 'I'he name of
Rofs prevails in the eaft, Mackenzie in the weft, and Muaro
in the middle diftrict ; 4 e in the two connguous parifhes of
Kiltearn and Alnes, which diftrict of country is commonly
called Ferindonald ; which name appears to bs of very an-
tient date. Buchanan relates, that, about the beginning of
the 11th century, King Malcoim Il. of Scotland fued out
the lands in the country to the great families in it, on account
of their eminent fervices in aflifing Lim to cxtirpate the
Danes out of his kingdom. And, according te tradition, it
was on that occafion that the country between the horough
of Dingwall and the warer of Alnes, in the fhirc of Rols,
was gven to Donald Munro, the prugenitor of the fomily of
Fowlis, from which all the Munros in this country are de-
fcended: And part of thefe lands were afterwards by the
King erefted irto a barony, called the Bareny of Foavlis. From
this Donald Munro s Lineally defeended the prefent Sir Hugh
Munro, Bart. who is the 20th baron of Fowlis, and propric-
tor of about two-thirds of the lands in the parifh of Kiltearn.
Under this head, we may obferve, that, in antient times,
- thole tribes or clans who inhabited different diftricts of the
coumtry, looked upon theniclves as a diftin peaple or na-
tion, vnited topether under their reipeétive chiets or leaders,
who exercifed a fovereign, and at the fame time a parental,
authority over them. ['heylooked up to the chief as to their
common father; he 1ocked upon them as his children, whom
he protedted as well as governed, That there were conftant’
feuds and confliéts maintained between the neighbouring clans
or tribes, is a faét well known. Many cirbumftances concur-

7ed ‘to occafion thele conflifls, and to fupport this warlike’
' fpirit.
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fpirit. In thofe rude and remote ages, when trade and com-
merce were little attended to, men of an enterprifing {pirit
had no other field for diftinguifhing themfelves but by their
fuperior fkill in the ufe of arms. This induced them to watch
for every opportunity of difplaying their martial atchicve.
ments; and hence it often happened, that the flighteft af-
fronts were refented as the greateft injuries, efpecially from
one of a different tribe or clan. And it was not uncommon,
for the fake of a meer pundiliq, or point of honour, to fec
two ncighbouring clans marching out to battle, and main-
taining the bloody conflict till victory was declared on one
fide. IL'he conflit being over, it was nfual that the chief or
leader beftowed fome mark of favour upon thofe of his fole
lowers who had diftinguifhed themfelves by their valour.
‘When both fides were wearied out with the fatigues of war,
there was ufually a bond of amity or friendfhip entered into
by their leaders, in which they bound themfelves, and their
followers, to maintain peace; which deeds were cxecuted
with all the folemnity of treatics entered into between twa
fovereign powers. But, egven after the chiefs of the clans
became more enlightened and humanifed than to encourage
the old fends, they found it no eafy matter to reftrain the
lpwer ranks among their followers from affaffinating their
neighbours, and committing depredations on their property.
A ftriking proof of which we learn fronmga tranfaftipn that
happencd in this part of the country little more than 2 cen-
tury ago, when there was 3 bond pf friendfhip entered inta
between the families of Sgaforth and Fowlis. Anp old record,
which gives a charalter of Sir John Muaro of Fowlis, fpeaks
thus: ¢ He lived in good correfpondence with his neigh-
¢ bours; for there was a mutual condeflcendence paft be-
f twixt Kenneth Earl of Seaforth and Sir John Munro, there-
f ip defigned Johp Munro younger of Fowlis, of which thg

¢ ooy
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¥ tenor follows 7= At Edinburgh the twentie third day of
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January, javie and fextie one years, It is condefcended and
agreed as follows, that is to fay, We Kenneth Earl of Sca.
forth, and John Munro younger of Fowlis, taking to our
confideration how prejudicial it hath been to both our fa-
milies that there hath not been of a long time, {o good 2
correfpondence betwixt us as was befitting men of that
conjunétion and neighbourhood, and of what advantage it
will be to us, to live in good correfpondence and confe-
deracie one with another, and tp maintain and concur for
the weal of either, For the which caufes, We the faid noble
Lord, and John Munre younger of Fowlis, taking burthen
on us for our friends, kinfmen, and all others whom we
may f{top or let, do by thir prefents bind and oblige us and
our heirs faithfully upon our honours to maintain and
concur with each other, for the good of both and our
forefaids and to prevent as much as in us lyes, what may
be to the prejudice of either of us or of any in whom ¢i-
ther of us may be concerned in all time coming, as wit-
nefs thir prefents fubferibed by us the place, day, month
and year above written and mentioned, before thefe wit-
nefles, Thomas M'Kenzie of Plufcardin, Colin M<Kenzie
of Redcaitle, Licutenant Colonel Alexr Munro, and Major
Alexr Mupro Commiffar of Stirling. Sic fubfcribitur, Sea-~

¢ fort, John Munro.” But notwithftanding this bond of friend-
fhip between the chiefs of both clans, it cannot be denied
that a2 good deal of the old {pirit difcovered itfelf on various
ogcafions among their followers and adherents, till it wag
moft happily {upprefled at the memorable aera 1745—6. It
is our good fortune to live in an age when we {ee thofe whofe
predecefiors, in rude and barbarous times, feldom met but
with hofiile intentions, now living in habits of fincere friend»

fhip
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fhip and focial intercourfe, much to their mufual honour and?
advantage.

Fopulation,—1In order to afcertain with accuracy the popus
lation of this parith, a furvey was made between the begin
ning of January and the middle of March 1791, from which
we are enabled to give the following account of that impor-
tant article:

MNumber of houfes, or fmokes .- - 385
fouls - - - - 1616

s e [1A1EE - - - 604
— females - - - 022"
Under 10 years of age - - - 448
From 10 to 26 - - - 308
20 to 30 - - - 219

m——= 30 10 40 - - - 204
4° to §o . - - - 173

weneemm L0 LD 60 - - - I4%
—— B0 to 70 - - - 81
— %0 to 30 - - - - 20
8o to go - - - - 0

Married perfons of both fexes - - 402
TTnmarried women from 18 to 5o - - 153
— men paft 20 - - - 42
e women paft ¢o - - - 84
Widowers - - - 1g
Widows - - - - 06

From the foregoing lift it appears, 1ff, that many of the
inhabitants of the parith live to what may be reckoned old
age; 2dly, that the number of females far exceeds that of
the males; and, 3dly, that the number of widowers is but

. {mall,
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finall, while the.mumber of widows is {a greht, as miudt sxcle
compaffion in every feeling breaft. If the numbor of honfes
or finokes fhall appear confiderable,’ let it be abferyed,, that
molt of then are miferahle huts, and that fome of them.are
only inhabited by = poor folitary widow, or.by a fingle wan,
who works for days wages whereyer he can find guiploymeapt.
At different périods of time the population of this parifla has
varied inuch, which can be ealily acgounted for, . We leann
from good information, that, about the beginning of this cen-
tury, there were fiearly as many inhabitanis (in.tlijs parifh as
there are at prefents 'F'his fudt teems to.be . farthen efinblifh-
ed by fome old fgffion regifters .of ‘baptifms and Marseages
‘between the year 1700 and 1728, extrafis of whicly are’ fub-
joined. It is to be regretted that there are feweral chaims
in thofe records, which prevents our giving the extralls fo
completely as mu‘gh't be withed ; but te fhew clearly that the
population hefe had gradually diminifhed between the-year
2740 ad: 1770, lifts are §ivt~n of the baptifms an:! marriages
ceiebrated about that period, viz. from 1737 to 1792. ' The
diminution of the number of inhabitanis then can beg very
rationally accounted for., That martial {pirit which has"been
a diftinguithing charadteriftic of the Munros, led perfans of
cvery rank and defeription in this parifh to fly to arms as
foon as the trumpet founded the alarm of war. By this
means the flower of the young men of Kiltearn were {cattef-
‘ed abroad in all the countries that hawve been the feat of 'war
during ‘that period ; in Flanders, in Germany, in the Ealk
and Weit Indies, and in America; befides, feveral hurfdreds
have pone as reeruits to the Scots’Brigade in Holland, whichy
eftablithment was at that tifie one of the cliicf ficids of pre-
ferment for young gentlemen of famuly, It is no wonder,
then, that a cu:untry which for a long uue had been a nurfe-

ry for the army, fhould, in a couric of years, decreafe confi-
derably
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derably in population. But, at the peace 1783, fuch hums
bers, both of officers and private foldiers, flocked home to
their mative country, that the population is fenfibly increafed
fince that period. Add to this, that the various buildings
and improvements which have been carried on in this neigh-
bourhood within 20 years, has induced many labourers and
artificers to fettle among us; and confiderably increafed the

number of inhabitants.

The following lifts, extraéted from the feflion records; will
fully illuftrate what has been advanced above, by giving a
view of the population at three feveral periods, viz. at the
beginning of this century, sbout the middie of it, and at the

prefent time.
Lift during the Firfi Period.

Years. Baptifms: Marriages.
1702, from Janvary 6. to September 37. 33 no record.
3724, during the whole year . 42 3 g
1728 . - . . 30 . 8
1726 . , . . . 38 . '}
1727 i . . ‘ . . 21 R 19

1747 . . ' . . p 273 . 8

1748 . . - . . . 2§ . 7

IY49 . . . ¢ e 27 ; 7

1750 * . . . . . 28 . 1Z
1751 : . - . . . 26 .

1753 . . ' . . - 28 o 16

154 53

—_— e

Yearly average, nearly 26 9

Litt
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of Kiltcarn, 273
Lift during the Third Period.

Years, Baptilms. Marriages. Burials.
1784 . . 31 . . G
1785 v . 24 . . 1K
1786 . . 14 . . 7
1787 . - ¥ | . . 7
1788 . . 40 ‘ . 8
789 . . 36 . . 8
7909 » > 45 . - 15
254 G3g 190
Yearly average, nearly 36 Q 27

‘Though ne public regifter of the burials has been kept
here, yet, from memorandums kept by private perfons, and
the beit information we could obtain on the fubjeét, there is
every realon to believe that the above is a corredt ftatement
for the laft feven years.

Hevitors, Rent, and Farms.—There are fix heritors or pro-
prictors of land in this parith ; and the two moft confider-
able of them refide conftantly in it 5 one refides occafionally
and the remaining three live upon other parts of their pro-
perty. About 6o years ago, there were more than twice the
prefent number of heritors ;3 but thefe were chicfly caders of
the family of Fowlis, who had at different periods derived
their pofleffions from that family ; and, when thofe fmall he-
ritors were vhbliged to fell off their lands, they have reverted,
by purchafe, to the original proprietors. The valued rent of
the parifh is L. 3149 : 9 : 6 Scots ; the real rent about L. 1500
Sterling. Formierly, the greateft part of the rent was paid
in viftual ; but a good deal of the viftual is now converted.

.Vor. L Mm It
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It is not eafy to {ay what the rate of converfion is, being dif
ferent on the properties of the feveral heritors. In ftating
the rent of the parifh, we have fet no value on the exten-
five plantations of growing timber, which muft bring a con-
fiderable revenue to the proprictors in a few years, and may
probably be eftimated at L. j0,000. As the greatelt part of
the lands in the parifh have been meafured by {urveyors, we
can give a pretty exaét account of the number of acres of a-
rable ground, which are reckoned to be about 2250, exclu~
five of woodlands and pafture ground that has never been
eultivated. The lands have let at various prices 3 fome acres
at 205, fome at 175, 15s. 128 10s. and none below 8s;
but, as the arable and pafture grounds, both in the high and
low diftricts of the parifh, are ufually let to tenants in the
lump, without diftinguithing the wvalue of each acre, the
above efitimate is but conjeflural, though founded on the
beft information that can be had. One third part of the
whole arable land in the parith is now in the poffeflion of
the proprietors, and has been occupied by them for feveral
years paft. How far this may be favourable to their interells,
they will be beft able to judge when they fum up their ac-
counts of profit and lofs; bat it is the prevailing opinion in
this country, that gentlemen of fortune and landed property
rather lofe than gain by extenfive farms. No doubt, much
depends on their being fortunate in getting fkilful, adtive,
and faithful overfeers. All the gentlemen’s farms in this pa-
rifh are at prefent managed, ecither by natives of the fouth of
Scotland, or by perfons bred to farming there. It may there-
fore be expeéted that the fame implements of hufbandry, and
the {ame rotation of crops, will be found on thofe farms
which are under their management, as we fee in Fife or Eaft
Lothian, except when a different mode of farming is pur-
fued, to gratify the views of the proprictor, The next in

rank
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wsanik to the heritors are the better fort of farmers, who may
be thus claffed :

Tenants paying about . 8o rent . . 2
40 . . 3

30 . . . 4

- 20 . . . 4
—— from I. 20 to 10 . . ' [+]
o from L. 10 to 3 . . ‘ . 56
78

The principal farmers mentioned above keep good cattle and
farming utenfils ; and of late years they fow fome clover and
rye-grafs feeds, as well as their landlords. They are alfo
ambitious to have their farms properly inclofed, on rea-
fonable terms; but the -other clafies of tenants.confider in-
clofures as a grievance, and would rather partake of every
thing in common. Their cattle are alfo of an inferior fize ;
and they never fow grals feeds; but, inftead of this, when
their land is .exhaufted by a repeated {fucceffion of crops,
they allow it to lie &g or untilled for two or three years.; du-
ring which time they pafture it-till it gets a turf again; and
then till and fow it with oats; and leave anocther piece of
ground lea in its turn. It is no wonder that thefe farmers
fhould have poor returns from their lands ; for, nothing but
fcanty crops can be expefted from fuch wretched manage-
ment. Another clafs of people fill remains to be mentioned,
who, though they cannot be firi€tly called farmers, are fo in
part, as they oecupy one, two, or three acres of ground,
‘Fhefe are commonly called cottars, i. e. cottagers, or mail-
ers, and often hold of the principal farmer. They .do not
-depend on farming for titeir eptire fupport, being, in ge-

neral,
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neral, artificers, mechanics, or day-labourers; and thefe lafk
do more juflice to their lands, and rear better crops on
their fmall lots than the poor tenants do on larger pofiel-
fions, We fhall not attempt to give the exaét pumber of all
the cottars and mailers in the parifh ; but of fuch of them as
are artificers and mechanics, together with their apprentices,
the following is a complete lift,

e ®

Blackfmijths . . . 3 Taylors . .

Mafons and {laters . Shoemakers .

Joiners and coopers 8 Tiilers . . 3

Cart-wrights . . 4 Shopkeepers 4

Weavers . ' 6 Apprentices ; 46
1 Bieacher - . . '

Dyer . . .

‘We may obferve, that, as the above numbér of mecha-
nics cannot be fuppofed to find conftant emplayment in the
parith, they work occafionally in the neighbourhood, and
employ their leifure hours in cultivating their finall lots of
land, where potatoes are always the ftaple crop. Among
fuch a number of farmers as we have defcribed,. there muit
be wvarious methads of culture. On the farms of the bet
ter fort, it is common to fee two ftrong horfes yoked in the
plough, under the management of a fingle ploughman, or
fix oxen yoked in fucceflive pairs, which require a driver,
Others, again, join two horfes and two oxen, belicving that
the 'Fprigiu:inc.li of the horfes will carry forward the oxen
with more alacrity. But the poorer tenants yoke in. one
plough, horfes, oxen, and cows, -promifcuouily, which often,
exhibic a miferable fpeflacle, apd clearly fhews that they are
roore folicitous to increafe the number, than improve the
quality of their cattle, Within a dozen years, an improve-
| ~ meng
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ment has been introduced, which delerves to be peculiariy
attended to, as it has anfwered all the good purpofes that
were expefted from -ir, viz. The oxen are now harneffed
by many farmers in the fame. manner gs her{es, which they
work in the plough; the confequence is, that the animal
draws with more power, ‘and alfo with more feeming eafe to.
itfelf, than when it was yoked by the neck. And, to pre-
vent any inconveniency arifing from the horns of the ox in
putting on the collar, there is a ftrap and buckle uied, by
which the collar opens and fthuts, The prevailing opinion
feens to be in favour of labouring with oxen rather than
horfes, which are liable to fo many accidents, and a certain
lofs in the end ; but it has fared with this, as with many o=
ther juft maxims, it is more readily aflented to in fpeculation
than reduced to praftice. There are about 10 oxen wains
now in this parifh, befides 30 coops or box carts, drawn by
two horfes, employed by the proprietors and principal farme
ers, About tweaty years ago, there were {carcely half that
number. There arg near 100 ploughs of all forts, but many
of them very light and trifling. Belides the carts now men~
tioned, there are about 300 fmall rung carts, as they are
called, which are employed Iin. leading home the fuel from
the mofs, and the corn to the barn-yard. ‘Thefe carts have,
inftead of wheels, fmall folid circles of wood, between 20
and 24 inches diameter, called tumbling wheels, It is alfo
very common 10 place a coarfe, ftrong bafket, formed like a
fugae loaf, acrofs thefe fmall carts, in which the maoure is
carried from the dung-hili to the field. Thefe kinds of carts
are called Kellachys ; and are not only uled in this diltrifk,
bit over all the north country. To form fome idea of the
ftate of farming in this difiri€t, we fubjoin the following ab-
ftraét of the manner in which the ground is laid down, toge-
' ' - | they
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ther with the pr{:-purtmns which the feveral crops bear t¢
each other. :

Acres.

Sown with oats, about . . ‘ 1009
barley . . . . §co

——  peafe ; ‘ . . 120
—— ¢lover and rye grafs . - 300
e pOtatocs . . . . 140
——re  fUrNips - . . . 30
e Wwheat ‘ . . . 3e
- Dbeans . . . . 10
————  flax . . . . o
——  TYE . . . . . . 20
»—— leas . ' . “ » 04
2259

The average returns from the above fowings are very incon-
fiderable. The barley yiclds only about g, and the oats 4
returns. Hence, even in the beft years, the parifh can fpare
very little corn for the market. The reafon why flax and
wheat are {o little cultivated in- the parifh, is the want of

mills to manufafture thefe articles.

Price of Labour and Provifiens.—The waéﬂs paid to fer~
wants engaged in domeftic employments vary according to
the circumiftances of their mafters; but the wages of thofe
fervants who are employed in the labours of the field can be
more ealily afcertained. Of thefe laft mentioned, fome eat
in their mafter's houfe, but by far the greateft mumber live
ip cottages of their own, and receive 6 bolls of meal inftead
af board, and L. 3 pounds Sterling of wages annually. This
i the average rate for ordinary ploughmen and carters. From
this rule, however, there are many exceptions. A plough-

m3R
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man who excels fometimes get L. 5 or L. 6 wages, and 8 or
10 bolls of meal. Befides the above, every man fervant haa
the privilege of planting about half a boll of potatoes for his
own ufe, rent free. The ufual wages of female fervants in
farmers houfes is from L. 1:4:0to L. 1 : 10t 0 yearly. The
common method of managing the harveft work is to hire
a certain number of fhearers for the harveft quarter, pro-
portioned to the fize of the farm: This is the old cuftom.
The men get about a boll and an hall, and the women a boll
of meal, inftead of meat and wages, during the harveit fea-
fom.. But the altive and intelligent part of the farmers begin
to fee the inconvenience of the above practice ; becaufe, while
they are confined to a few hands, they may lofe by one ftor-
my day as much as would defray the whole charges of cut-
ting down the ¢rops. Hence, they now hire their {hearers
for the day, and increafe or diminifh their number according
to the ftate of their crops. ‘This is evidently the more ra-
tional plan of the two. The men rececive 7 d. per day, and
the women 6 d. The price of mowing hay is ufually from
28. 2d.to 25 Gd, per acre. Day labourers receive for or-
dinary work 6d. per day all the year through, and fomething
cxtraordinary if their labour is harder than ufual. They are
maore willing, however, to work by the piece; and then they
will earn, perhaps, 1s. and upwards per day. Trenching
ground about 18 inches deep, if it be free from roots and
ftones, cofts 4 d. the rood of 6 yards fquare; but, if the foil
is rugged, and hard to work, it cofts 8d, The price of grain,
meal, and all forts of provifions, has been gradually ad-
vancing for feveral years, and is not likely to fall, Per.-
haps the average price 'of barley and oat-meal, for 20 years
paft, has been about i4 s, per boll. This obfervation, and
what follows refpecling the price of provifions, holds true
with regard to a confiderable part of the county of Rofs, as

‘ well
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well as the parith of Kiltearn. Nothing can give a better
idea of the advanced price of provifions, than the following
comparative view of the price of fome neceflary articles of

living in 1960 and 1990.

Prices in 1760,  Prices in 1990.
Boll of barley, or oat-mea] L.o0 100 L.o 16 0

Highland cow . . 1t 6o 3 00

Beef and mutton per 1b. e o 1§ o o 2}to3d.

Fowls cach . . © O ij © 0 4 togd.

Stone of butter, of 21 1b. o 6o © 1210 148,
cheefe - - o 24 © 41058,

The above advanced price of provifions muft be fenfibly felt
by perfons whofe incomes are fiationary, and who have no
means of improving them.

LPoor.~—There is little difference as to the method of pro-
viding for the poor in the feveral parithes of this county, but
what arifes from the largenefs or fmallnefs of the funds ap-
propriated for that purpefe. It is truly matter of regret,
that no proper and effetual fcheme has ¢ver been devifed
among us to provide for the poor. At prefent they chiefly
fubfift by begging from door to door, not only in the refpec.
tive parithes to which they belong, but over all the county;
and it would feem hard to prohibit them from begging, as
they have no alternative but to ftarve, The weekly collec-
tions made in the churches are very inadequate to the pur-
pofe of fuppoerting the poor in any of our parifhes. In this
parith, the colleftions never exceed L. 8 or L. 10 Sterling
yearly. About L. 6 arifes from charitable mortifications,
which, added to the above, makes the whole fund for the

poor about L. 15. Afer paying the fefion<clerk, and fome
other
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pther officers of the church, there remains only about L. 10
Sterling, which is diftributed once a year among the moft
indigent perfons of the parith by the kirk-feflion, in prefence
of the heritors. But how fimall a relief can this afford,
when there are ufually above 100 perfons upon the poor’s
lift here, who have every claim to charity that indigence and
infirmity can give them 7 nor will it appear furprifing that
the poor’s roll in this place {hould be fo large, when it is re-
collected that there are g6 widows in it.

Rivers, Lakes, and Fifbertes.—~Among the f{everal ftreams
of water which run through this parifh, only two of them
deferve to be mentioned. Firft, Skiak, which falls into the
fea, clofe by the church. The banks on both fides are cover-
ed with bruthwood and trees of various kinds, moft of which
grow naturally. This river being traced to its {ource, is found
to terminate in a colleftion of {mall fireams that meet toge-
ther in the valleys, at the foot of the feveral mountains, The
other river which we fhall mention is Aultgrande, 4, ¢ in
Gaclic, the ugly water, or burn, fo called on account of fome
rocks through which it runs down, that make a very formi-
dable appearance, which will be mere particularly deferibed
under the article Curigfities. This river falls jnto the fea
about half a mile eaft of the former, and has its banks on
each fide covered with trees and fhrubs. When the fnow
melts on the mountains, this river frequently pours down
its flreams with great rapidity, and often proves highly
detrimental to the adjacent lands. It takes its rife in
Loch Glafs, a beautiful frefh water lake about 6 miles from
the {ea. This lake never freczes till about the {pring feafon,
and not even then, unlefs the froft be uncommonly fevere,
It is about ¢ miles long, and near 1 mile broad, and navi.
gable all the way, This, together with feveral other finalleq
. Vor. L. , Nop lakey
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lakes fituated upon the north fide of Ben-Udifh, affords abuhk
dance of fine trout, though they are not of a large fize, There
is a fmall ifland near the fouth end of this lake, where it is
faid one of the lairds' of Fowlis had formerly a fummer-
houle, Befides the trout taken' in the rivers and Iakes, there
are a g{md number of falmon caught on the fea coaft,
fometimes by nets and cobles, ¢alled a A3/ fifbing, but chief-
Iy by mieans of yaires, or fial inelofures, built in a curve or
femicircular form near the {hore. At high water the falmon
 comes within thefe yaires, and at low water is eafily taken,
Having no way to efcape. This is the fimplelt and cheapeit
mode of fifhing that can be devifed. There are ufually four
or five yaires kept up in the parith; and each proprictor
takes fith enough to fupply himfclf and a fcw friends. Ina
& good fithing feafon he can fend fome to market. Floun
ders, herring-fry, or fprats, arc frequently taken in thefe

yaires.

Foffils, Mittes, and Minérals—In digging for peats in the
shioffes of this parith, numbers of fir trees are found, whick
afford a clear proof that thofe exeenfive traéts of ground were
once covered with trees, which muft have added much to the
beauty of the country, and have been fhelter to the cattle,
Thefe trees that are dug out of the mofles are perfetly found,
and laft long when applied to the purpofe of building. One
chief benefit derived from them is; that they burn well, and
afford excellent light to the country people, who cannot af-
ford to buy eandles. Clay and fhell marl are to be found in
this parifh. The clay marl i met with in a mofs called
Boginturie, upon the eitate of Fowlis, 3 miles diftant from
the fea thore. There is abundance of it ; and it has anfwered
well with thofe who have tried it. It will probably come in-
te more scpute in proportion as the truc notion of farming

. prevaili,
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prevails, The fhell marl, though of an excellent quality,
does not afford fo rich a fupply as the other, as there is only
admall vein that appears near the church, and is found in
the fame direftion about the weft end of the parith. Itis
pretty remarkable that this fhell marl is found at the diftance
of about 200 yards from the fea, and at leaft 3o feet perpen~
dicular above its level. There are very flattering appear-
ances of coal in all the weftern part of the parifh, from the
fea to the hills. Several Jyears ago, ane or two attempts were
made to difcover a proper mine, but it was not purfued with
that ardour and perfeverance which the importance of the
abjeft deferved. The perfons formerly employed only bored
in 2 or 3 places. They acknowledged that they found coal,
but pretended it lay fo deep, that unlefs the vein was confide-
rable, it would not pay.the.expence of working.; but we cap-
not help {fufpedting that they knew but little, and prefumed a
great.deal. Confidering, however, the public fpirit and inde-
pendent fortunes of feveral gentlemen concerned, it is to be
hoped that they will once more make a fair ¢rial of the coal
mines in this diftri&, by finkipg one or two pits, and employ-
ing fome fkillful hands for a few months to work in the
mines, and afcertain the value of the coal. The expence
would not be very great: The attempt would at lealt be lau-
dable, and moft probably would be crowned with fuccefs. In
a rock on .the banks of Aultnacaorach, i. e. the fheep burn, (a
rivulet that falls into Aultgrande), there are indications of
lead ore. The only . trial ever made of it was about 36 years ago,
by one Charles Smith, 2 common miner, who {melted a piece
of the ore taken from this rock, which produced good lead.
Near the fiorehoufe of Fowlis there is a chalybeate {pring,
which has been drank with falutary effeéts about 6o years
ago. There is another fpring at Teinleod, above Fowlis
Caftle, called St Colman’s Well, Whether it has any me-

o dicinal
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dicinal virtue we have pot heard ; but it was a common prac.
tice, in the memory of fome f{till alive, for fuperfiitious per-
fons to frequent the well, and, afier drinking the water, to
tye fome rags to the branches of the furrounding trees,

Roads and Bridges,~—Very particular attention has been paid
of late years to the roads in this diftri€t ; and the bridges have
been widened for the conveniency of carriages. '[he new
bridge over Aultgrande is remarkably neat, and well finithed,
and does credit to Mr Kyle, the architet, who built it.  All
the bridges are built and kept in repair at the expence of the
county. ‘The roads are kept in repair by the f{tatute lalwour,
which the inhabitants perform perfonally, and very feldom
by commutation. An improvement is now making on the
road that leads through this parith, which will add much to
the pleafure and comfort of travellers. The chief heritor
has, at a confiderable expence, carried off the road in a fweep
or curve, about a quarter of a mile farther fouth than it was
formerly. By this means, travellers will not only pafs through
the middle of rich fields and fine plantations of trees, but
will alfo have a full view of that antient and elegant manfion,
Fowlis Caftle. This impraved road was begun in 1790, and
will be completed in the courfe of 1791.

Villages, Schaols, {& Manufafures.— [here is only one fmall
village in the parifh, called Drummond, fituated in a level
field contiguous to the river Skiack., This village is yet in
its infancy ; but, as the ftuation of it is centrical, and a-
greeable, being on the poft-road between Dingwall and No-
var Inn, there is every reafon to believe that it will increafe
confiderably in a few years. At prefent, there is a public
houfe, two fhop-keepers, a dver of woolen ftufls, who keeps
8 prefs and feouring-mill 3 and a few other mechanics. Two
| fairs
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fairs or markets are held here annually ; the one early
in June, and the other the firft week in December, where
black cattle and other country commodities are fold ;
and, though the proprietor exa s no toll or cuftom, he
maintains a guard while the market lafts, to keep order, and
prevent riots, ‘T'he fair in December is known by the name
of the Goofe-tnarket. But, as no geefe are fold at it, the
name Goofe-market has probably taken its rife from an en-
tertainment ufually given by the gentlemen of the parifh to
the principal inhabitants on the fecond day of the market,
where a goofe (being then in feafon,) always makes a part of
the feaft. On this occafion, there is no excefs in drinking
encouraged ; and the company meet merely for the fake of
focial intercourfe. Adjoining to the village of Drummond
is the parith {chool, which is commeonly attended by 6o or
8o children, and often by a much greater number. The fa- |
lary paid by the heritors to the mafter is a chalder of barley 3
and, as precenter and {effion-clerk, his emoluments wiil aa
mount to about L. 4, befides the quarter-fees paid by the
{cholars, which are as low and moderate as any where in Scote
land 3 Englith being taught for 1s. per quarter; writing
s, 6d.; arithmetic 2s.3; and Latin 2s. 6d. It is no more
than juftice to fay that the education of ycuth is ar prefent
conduicd at the fchool upon the moft approved plan, and
with correfpondent fuccefs. To which we may add, that,
befides what is ufually taught at grammar fchools, feveral o-
ther branches of ufeful fcience and literature are taught here,
fuch as the French language, geography, geometry, book-
keeping, and the different branches of practical mathema~
tics. This deferves the more to be remarked, becaufe fo
few country parifhes are favoured with fimilar advantages
for educating their youth. ‘Within a quarter of a mile of the

village of Drummond, to the ecaft, on the farm of Upper
' ' Balcony,
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Balcony, there is a licenfed diftillery for aquavitae or whifky,
svhich pays L. 30, and confumes about 180 bolls of barley
yearly ; but it is much to be regretted that a great quantity
of {pirits, befide the whole produce of this diftillery, is con-
fumed within the parith. On the oppofite fide of the river,

and clofe to the New Bridge, is Culcairn Bieachfield, the
enly one in the county. This bleachfield was firft efta-

biithed by the late John Munro, Eig; of Culcairn, father of
the prefent proprictor of that name, in 1751. ‘Llhough it

promifed well for feveral years, yet it afterwards declined
much, while it paffed through the hands of different mana-

gers.” In the year 1779, it fortunately fell into the hands
of the prefent manager, William Tait, from Salton Bleach.
field in Eaft Lothian. The proprictor, obferving that Mr
Tait was not deficient, either in 1kill or aftivity, refolved to
give him every encouragement, granted him a leafe of the
bleachficld, and built a comfortable houfe for him. A clear
proof of the rapid progrefs this field has made under the
prefent manager is, that, in the year 1779, there were only
440 pieces of cloth bleached here; but, in the year 1790,
the number of pieces amounted to 2242. The Honourable
 Board of Trufieces, bf—:ing well informed of Mr Tait’s induf-
try and fuccefs, were pleafed, in 1786, to grant L. 5o for
erefting a drying houfe. And it is not doubted that, on a
" proper reprefentation, they will give fome further aid to-
wards fetting up proper machinery, and a complete blcaching
apparatus, atthis very flourithing field.

Inns and Ale.boufes.—There are only two licenfed ale-hou-
f2s in the parifh which pay excife-duty 3 one at Drummeond,
and the other at Welter Fowlis. Thefe are neceffary for the
accommodation of travellers, and for tranfalting couniry
tufinefs. But there are a number of blind whifky houfes,

. - fituated

!
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Krusted in obfcure corners, at a diftance from the public
road. “Thele laft are much frequented by tipplers, ard dram-
drinkers, who fometimes fit up whole nights at their debauche |
Such tippling-hou{es have proved a great nuifance for feveral
years paft, and have been very prejudicial to the health, the
morals, and the cireumftances, of feveral inhabitants of this
parifth. It is not uncemmon to fee two mechanics, or
day-labourers; repairing once or twice a-day to one of thefe
enlnaring haunts, and drinking a cheppin bortle of unmixed
whitky at each time, with as great cafe as their forefathers
would drink a Scots pint of twopenny ale, or finall beer.
What adds to the grievance is; that the keepers of thefe cor-
rupting haunts are not alwaye veéry fcrupulous as to the mode
of receiving payment for their drink. When money fails,
they will receive meal and viftual at a low price, which ig
often ftolen from the mills, and farmers barns. When thia
refource fails, they reccive houfehold furniture, and wearing
apparel. Anevil that has come to fuch a height loudly calls
for the interpofition of the civil magiftrate ; and it is a great
pity that the gentlemen of the diftri¢t who are juftices of the
peace, and are remarkably temperate themielves, have nox

made greater exertions to fupprefs this growing evil.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—-As it is the conmmon lot
of mankind to have their condition in this world checquere
® with a mixture of gooed and evil, fo it cannot be denied
that the inhabitants of Kiltearn have their own fhare, both
of the advantages and difadvantages of life, It is 2 very fa-
vourable circumftance for this parith, that it is fitnated on
a beautiful bay, and within four leagues of Cromarty ; from
which place there is a communication by fea once every fore-
night to London and Leith. Befides, there are three feverad
karbours in the parith, viz. at Balcony, Fowlis, and Ardullie

point,
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point, where veflels from 80 to 100 tons burden may load
and unload, and anchor with the greateft {afety, as there are
no dangerous rocks or fhelves near the thore. Excellent free-
ftone quarries, that are cafily wrought, are to be met in e¢-
very corner of the parith, This circumftance, added to the
abundance of timber, affords great encouragement to carry
on buildings, and other improvements. The advantages of
education which are to be had at the public ichools here, is
a very encouraging circumftance to determine fuch as have
rifing families to fettle among us. The prevailing tafte for
buildings and improvements among the gentlemen of the pa-
rifh is a great bleffing to artificers and day-labourers ; which
was particularly experienced in the hard years 1982 and
1783 ; being, under God, the mean of preferving many fa-
milies from perifthing for want of bread. But, as the gentle-
men’s improvements will foon be completed, many hands
who are now employed will be at a lofs to provide for them-
{elves and their families, ualefs fome manufaétures are fpeed-
ily eftablifhed ; and, confidering the great number of women
in the parifh, it would be defirable that fome manufalture
fthould be introduced to employ the females, and children of
both fexes ; for it is a hard cafe, when a labouring man is
unable to work, by age or ficknefs, that his family has no
means of earning a fubfiftence, however unwilling to work.
This leads us to mention another difadvantage which the poor
women labour under here, which is, that they feldom have
proper affiftance when in child-bed, as there is no regularly
bred midwife in the parifth. This’ often proves of fatal con.-
fequence to women in that fituation, which, of all others,
require the moft tender care, as well as (kill. It is sl
much to be wifhed that the inhabitants in general were better
lodged than they can poffibly be in their prefent huts. In no
country, perhaps, are the gentlemen better lodged, and the

tenants
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senants worfe accommodated, than in this parith ; for, who
could fuppofe that, among the 385 houfes in the parith, there
are not forty, in which a perfon accuftomed to a decent ac-
commmodation, would chooufe to lodge a lingle night, Per-
haps their bemng fo frequently obhiged to remove tneir cotta-
pes makes themn lefs folicitous to have them comfortably
built, The greateft nunber are built of earth, and are ufu-
ally razed to the ground once in § or 7,years, when they are
added to the dunghill. Indeed, they cannot afford to build
them of better materials, not even with clay and ilone; and
yet, as a proof of the late increafe of population, when any
of thefe mean huts become vacant, there are perhaps tive or
fix candidates for them ; and the fuccelstul one is fuppo-
fed to owe the preference to fuperior intereft. But, among
the chief difadvantages of this parifh may be reckoned the
extreme poverty of many who become farmers. Too many
aflume this charafter who have hardly any fiock to begin
with ; and the confequence is, that, after firuggling for a
few years to keep credit,—they at laft fink under the load of
poverty, while the landlord has a long arrear of rent due to
him, In a word, it cannot be denied that many among us
have the name of farmers who oupght more properly to be
day labourers. Indeed, fome of their own hired fervants
have the neceffaries of Life with a greater degree of comfort
than their mafters, the farmers. One circumftance very pre-
judicial to the farmers is, that they are too much atr the
mercy of their fervants. When a fervant engages with a
poor farmer, he bribes him with a promife of high wages ;
and, when money fails, he allows his fervant to fow a qu n.
tity of corn for his own ufe, and to keep a cow in fummer,
and perhaps two or three in winter, on the farm, which
brings certain ruin upon the tenant in the end. We will add,

that it is a great lofs to have fo few juflices of peace in the
YoLr, 1. O o diltri&k
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diftrit to take cognizance of this and other grievances, The
laft particular we fhall mention, under the head of difadvane
tage, is not confined to this parifh only, but is equally felt in
the parithes around us, viz. the perfunal fervice of the te-
nants, Thefe, however, were formerly more grievous than
at prefent ; for it is not long fince the farmers, their fervants,
and horfes, muft have been ready at a call from the laird
when he had any operations to carry on on his farm, or o-
therwife. 'They ploughed, harrowed, manured, and reaped,
the landlord’s farm, while their own were often negleéted.
Here, however, we mult obferve, that, in former times,
thefe fervices, though a2 burden, were not fuch a grievance
as they would be now. The rents were then low, and mo-
ney fcarce. Hence the fervices made a confiderable part of
the revenue which landlords derived from their lands, But
now the cafe is altered ; and, wherever tenants are expeéted
to thrive, perlonal fervices muft be difpenfed with, and
commuted, [hat which has been longeft kept up, is the
providing a certain quantity of peats or fuel for the mafter
yearly, which interferes much with the labours of the huf-
bandman, as his whole time is employed in providing his
own and his landlord’s fuel, fromn the time the feed is fown
till the beginning of harveft, Thus, he lofes all that time in
which he ought to provide manure for his land. 'T'he per-
fonal fervices of the tcnants are, however, zlways limited,
and as exaétly known as the rent of the farm. Some propri-
etors of lunds in the parifh have begun, of late, to accept of
a converficn for all fervices, and alio to grant leafes to the
induftrious part of the farmers. If thefe converfions were
moderate, and if the tenants were encouraged to build decent
houfes, it would conduce to the comfort of the farmer, and

the intereft of the landlord.
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Language, snd Etymology of Names.—The language com-
monly {poken here is the Gaelic, or Earfe ; but, of late years,
the Enplifh begins to be more cultivated than formerly, and
is underfiood by the generality of the inhabitants. The
church fervice is performed here, as in the greateft part of
the county, in Gaelic ia the forencon, and in Englhifh in the
afternoon.

The names of places feem, in general, to be of Gaelic ori-
ginal. For exauple, Balcony, that is, in Earfe, a dwelling-
place. Ihis is a beautiful feat, fitvated on the banks of the
river Skiack, on a fine eminence, which flopes gradually to-
wards the fea, This was formerly one of the feats of the
antient Farls of Rofs. Hence it is called Balcony vie Dho-
nail, or MacDenald’s habitation. Ketwal, that is, in Earfe,
Kead wvail, or, the firft pofieflion, acquired by the Earls of
Rofs in this parifh. Tennaird, that is, the houfe on the height,
Mountgerald is a modern name given by Mr M¢Kenzie,
father to the prefent proprietor, to a place formerly called
Clyne, being fituated on an inclined plain. This name was
given in allufion to Fitzgerald, who came from Ircland, and
who was the progenitor of the MKenzies.

Antiguities and Curigfitics.~About half a mile to the weft
of the houfe of Clyne, and a quarter of a mile to the north
of the poft road, is a remarkable piece of antiquity, which
plainly appears to have been erefted by the Druids, and ufed
by them as a place of facred worfhip. It confifts of a finple
row of twelve large {tones, placed upright, and fo difpofed as
to form two ovals, which are joined to each other. The
areas of thele ovals are equal; they are 13 feet from eaft to
wefl, and 10 feet in the iniddle from north to fouth. At the
welt end of onc of them is 2 fione, which rifes 8 feet above the

furface
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furtace of the earth; tne other flones are from 4 to 6 feet
long. Lhere is alfo, in the middle of this oval, a flat fione,
which was probably the altar; it feems to have ftood for-
merly at the eafl end, but has been thrown down by fome
accident  liftant about 3 paces from the caftern ovalis a
circunlar hollow, faid to have been a well of a confiderable
depth, bur it 15 now filled up; its diameter at top is 8 feet.
Thefe ovils arc firnated on the top of an eminence, round
which are marked out three concentric circles ; one at the bot-
tom, another 28 paces above the forunier, and the third 12 paces
hightr, immediat-ly furrounding the ovals. The circumfe=-
rence of the firlt is 8o, of the fecond 5o, and of the third,
or lugh-it circls, 35 paces. It is obfervable, that thele cue
rious remains have a great refemblance to many others in dif-
ferent places of Great DBritain, particularly to thofe in the pa-
rifh of Addirgton, near Malling in Kent, {(an account of which
is piven by Mr Colcbrooke in the Archaevlo,ia, vol. ii. page
10%.), and the celebrated ones at Stonehenge in Wiltthire *.
Large conical heans of ftones, or cairns, as they are called,
are to be met with on the tops of many of the hills and emi-
nences in the parith.  About 8co paces to the weft of the
above ruin 1s a circular cairn, in diameter about 3¢ paces,
contaiming, in the center, a grave 3 feet 6 inches long, 18
inches broad. and 14 inches deep, neatly lined with four flat
flones, and covered by another. There are alfo at the
circumference three graves of the fame dimenfions, on the
eaft, fouth, and weft, but they are in a more ruinous condi-
tion than the central ene, It is proballe that thele were the

fepulchres of a certan family or tribe ; the chief was buried
in

* In order to make the above defcription more eafily under-
fiood, M1 Robertfon fubjoined a fketch of th: form and fitua-
tion of tnefe ftones; and the Lditor is forry that the plan of
this work would not {uffer an engraving of it to be made.
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in the center, and his relatives or dependents at certain di-
ftances around him. But we fhall be at a 1uis to account for
the fmallnefs of thefe graves, unlels we fuppofe them to have
contained only the afhes or bowels of the deceafed perfon.
Thele, it is hkely, were depolited in earthen pitchers or vafes,
as feveral vefiels of that-kind have been dug up by the plough
in the neighbourhood of thefe cairns. There is alfo on the
morth fide of the river bkiack, and nearly oppofite to the
village of IJrummond, a grave of an oblong form, lined with
ftone in the fame manner as thofe above deicribed 3 it is call-
ed the Pricit’s Sepulchre, and is 7 feer long, 3 broad, and
about 331 deep. It is ewident from thefe remains, and many
others of a fimilar nature, which abound in almoft every part
of the Highlands of Scotland, that it was the cuftom of our
anceftors to cover themr burying places with heaps of ftones;
and the reafon prnbably was, to prevent the badies from be-
ing dug wp, and devourcd by the wolves, wild boars, and
other beafts of prey, which then infeited the country *,
There are rains of five different chapels and burying places
in this parith, viz. one at Balcony, called St Ninian® Chapel,
one at Culnafkeath, one at Weflter Fowlis, one at Kilchoan,
and one at Lamlair, near the fea fhore, called 5t Mary's Cha-
pel,  Several fanulies continue (hill to bury at the laft named
church-yard, and there are fome veftiges of the manfe, or
minifter’s houle, contiguous-te it. 1lhe laft incumben:’s
name was Mr Henry Kincaid, who feems to have lived about
the beginnins of the laft century; for it appears from fome
records that he difpoled of certain teinds to the Baron of

Fowlis in 1607.

The

® ¢ I’Il add a ftone to your cairn,’”” was formerly a prover-
bial expreflion of friendfhip among the Highlanders.
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The natural curiofity that chiefly deferves notice is the
rock calied Craig-grande, or the ugly rock. This is a deep
chafin or abyfs, formed by two oppofite precipices thar rife
perpendicularly to a great height, through which the Ault.
grande runs for the fpace of 2 males. It begins at the di-
ftance of 4 miles from the fea, by a bold projeftion into the
channel of the river, which it diminifhes in breadth by at leaft
one half. The river continues to run with rapidity for about
three quarters of a mile, when it is confined by a fudden jut-
ting out of the rock. Here, the fide view from the fummit
is very firiking. The courfe of the fiream being thus im-
peded, it whirls and foams, and beats with violence againft
the oppofing rock, till, collefting firength, it thoots up per-
pendicularly with great fury, and, forcing its way, darts with
the fwiftnefs of an arrow through the winding paffage on the
other fide, After pafling this obftruftion, it becomes in
many places invifible, owing partly to the increafing depth
and narrownels of the chafm, and partly to the view being
intercepted by the numerous branches of trees which grow
on each fide of the precipice. About a quarter of a niile far-
ther down, the country people have thrown a flight bridge,
compofed of trunks of trees covered with turf, over the rock,
where the chalm is about 16 feet wide. Here the obferver,
i he has intrepidity enough to venture himfelf on fuch a tot-
tering {upport, and can luok down on the gulph below with-
out any unealy fenfations, will be gratified with a view equal.
Iy awful and aftonithing. The wildnefs of the ficep and rug-
ged rocks; the gloomy horror of the cliffs and caverns, ¢ ip.
¢ acceflible by mortal’s trod,” and where the gemal rays of
the fun never yet penetrated 3 the water falls which are heard
pouring down in different places of the precipice, with founds
various in proportion to their diftance; the hoarfe and hol-
lew murmuring of the river, which runs at the depth of near

13e
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130 feet below the furface of the earth; the fine groves of
pines, which majeftically elimb the fides of a beautiful emi-
nence, that riles immediately from the brink ot the chafm;
all thefe objells cannot be contemplated without exciting
emotions of wonder and admiration in the mind of every be-
holder. The appearante of this fingular and piftureique
fcene, will naturally bring to the recolleétion of the claffical
fpectator thofe beautiful lines of Virgil, in which he defcribes
the gulph, through which his Alefto fhoots herfelt into the

mfernal regions:

denfis hunc frondibus atrum

Urget utrimque latus nemoris, medioque fragofus
Dat fonitum faxis et torta vortice torrens.

Hic fpecus horrendum, et faevi fpiracula Ditis
Monfirantur; ruptoque ingens Acheronte vorage
Peftiferas aperit fauces :

Critics may labour to convey the force and meaning of the
author’s words; and travellers may, by their ingenious de-
fcriptions, give us a (hll more lively idea of their beauty and
propriety ; but he who would {ee a living commentary on
this noble paflage, muft vifit the rock of Aultgrande  There
is alfo a moft delightful ride from the church of Kiltearn to
Ardullie by the fea fide, which is only fordable at low wa-
ter. Here the traveller has the fea on the one hand, and a
fine view of Terntolh on the oppofite f{ide of the bay. On
the other hand there is a bank covered with various trees
and thrubs, as cak, beech, larix, fpruce fir; and about half
way there is a perpendicular rock, about 3o feet high, alfo
covered with fhrubbery. Here there is a natural calcade, or
fall of water, and clofe to the fail an artificial grove, and feat,

planted around with Bowers, and fome orpaments fixed in
the
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the face of the rock ; all which is very gratifying to any one
who takes a forenoon’s ride for pleafure. But, as the fine
plantations contribute fo much to the beauty of this parifh,
we cannot avoid taking notice of it as a remarkable event,
greatly to be regretted, that, upon the 17th day of January
1791, the high wind broke down, and tore up by the roots,
about 6coo fine firs in the different plantations upon the eftate
of Fowlis, We muft not omit to take notice of a place call-
ed Corrivackie, which is fo fitnated behind the great hill of
Uaifh, that the fun does not fhine there from November te

the beginning of March.

Church.—It has never been afcertained beyond a doubt
who is patron of this parifh. The only claimants are, the
Crown, and the family of Fowlis. All the minifters from
the Revolution, down to 1770, were fettled by a call from
the heritors. The prefent incumbent, and his predecefior,
were fertled by royal prefentations. Mr Harry Robertfon
was tranflated from Clyne to Kiltearn the gth May 1776. He
has been married fince 1772, and has 8 children now living,
4 fons and 4 daughters. The church of this parith was
handfomely rebuilt in 1590, at the expence of L. 700 Stera-
ling. ‘The manfe and offices were built in 1762, at a very
moderate expence. They require fome repairs; and there s
no doubt that they will {foon be made comfortable. The fii-
pend confifts of 136 bolls, half oat-meal, and half barley, and
L. 32 Sterling, with a glebe of 4 acres arable ground, with-
eut any grafs.

Eminent Men.—~Though every age, and every foil, does
not produce men of eminent talents, it cannot be denied that
Kiltearn has given birth to feveral who have done honour to
their native country. The Munros have diftinguithed theme-

felves
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{elves, at different periods, by their martial {pirit and warlike
atchievements, This circumitance is taken notice of by Bu.
chanan, in the 17th book of his Hiftory, where, after {peak~
ing of the difficulties in which Mary Queen of Scots was in=-
volved at Invernefs, he adds, ¢ That, as foon as they heard
¢ of their Sovercign’s danger, a great number of the antient
“ Scots poured in around her, efpecially the Frafers and
#¢ Munres, which (fays.he) were efteemed among the moft
¢ valiant of the clans inhabiting-thofe countries,” And, in
the war carried on by Guftavus Adolphus, King of Swe-
den, againft the Emperor Ferdinand II, there were {o ma-
ny of the name of Munro, that, ameng the officers of
that name who ferved in that .war, there were 3 generals,
8 colonels, g licutepant-colonels, 11 majors, and above 30
captains, befides a great number of fubalterns. Many of them
gained great reputation in this-war, particularly their chief,
Robert Munro, the 211t Baron of Fowlis, who fo diftinguilh-
ed himfelf by his military conduét, that he was made colonel
of two regiments at the fame time, one of faot, and another
of horfe. It is not neceflary, on this occafion, to enumerate
the feveral illuftrious charaéters ‘that {prung from the houfe
of Fowlis, as this has already employed the pen of a very
learned and pious writer ®*. But, it would be unpardomable
10 omit mentioning the late Sir Robert Munre, who was kili-
ed at the barttle of Falkirk on the a7th January 1746, There
are ftill many living witneffes to atteft how great an orna-
ment he was to his name and to his country. His conduét
at the battle of Fontenoy was heard with juft applaufe through
all Great Britain; and there is ftill cxtant a copy of a let-

Vor. 1. Pp ter

* Vide an account of the antient family of the Munros of
Fowlis, in the appendix to the Life of Colonel Gardiner, by the
jate Dr Doddridge.
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ter from the Eleftor Palatine to his envoy at London, de.
firing him to thank the King of Great Britain, in his name,
for the escellent behaviour of the Highland regiment, while
they were in his territories, ¢ which, (as he fays expreisly)
“ was owing to the care of Bir Robert Munro, their licute-
¢ nant-colonel; for whofe fake (he adds) he fhould always
#¢ pay a regard to a Scatiman for the future.,” 5ir Harry
Munro, fon to Sir Robert juft mentioned, was highly diilin-
guifhed in another line, as a {cholar of the firft rank. In
claffical learning he was an uncommon proficient. He laid
the foundation of his learning at Weltmin{ier fchool, and
perfected it at the univerfity of Leyden. MHe employed his
leifure hours, for near 20 years, in writing a large critical
work upon Buchanan’s Plalms, which he finifhed, and left
completely prepared for the prefs. This work he {ubmitted
to the review of she late learned Mr Thomas Ruddiman, who
gave his approbation of it, and paid the higheit comnphments
to the claflical knowledge and critical abilities of Sir Harry
which appears by a holograph letter of Mr Ruddiman’s, flill
extant in the library at Fowlis. Sir Harry having gone to
Edinburgh for the recovery of his health, died there on the
12th June 1781, Some divines have allo flourifhed in Kil-
tearn that would do honour to any parifh 3 but we fhall only
mention twa. The firft is Mr Donald Munro. This emi-
nent man, cotemporary with the celebrated Buchanan, was
defcended of the family of Coul, a branch of the Munro’s.
He was firft Archdeacon of the ljles, and gave Buchanan a
defcription of them, which he acknowledges in his Hiftory :
He was afterwards appointed fuperintendant of Rofs, ang
parfon of Kiltearn. The othe¢r is Mr Thomas Hog, who was
{ettled minifter at Kiltearn in 1655, but was turned out at
i}_u: reftoration to make way for an Epifcopal minilter. He
fuffered much perfecution, being long imprifoned in the Bafy:

When
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When he obtained his liberty he retired to Holland, where
he was highly efteemed for his learning and piety. There isa ~
pamphlet publithed, containing memoirs of his life, and many
remarkable anecdotes of him. There are feveral faéls well
attefted, which indicate that he had a remarkable prefentis
ment of future events refpecting the Church in general, and
himf{elf in particular. Even at a period when, to all human
appearaince, it was moft unlikely, and when he was obliged
to fly from his country and charge, he foretold, with the
moft affured confidence, that there would be {uch a revolu~
tion as happened afterwards, and that he fthould return to his
charge at Kiltearn, and be buried there; which accordingly
turned out as he had faid. And, in confideration of his emi-
nent worth, and great {ufferings, King William was pleafed
to appoint him one of his Chaplains for Scotland; but he
died very foon afier his appointment, at Kiltearn, in 1692,
and is buried at the entry to the fouth-weft door of the
church. Some perfon, out of relpeft for his memory, and
zealous to exprefs the fenfe he had of Mr Hogp’s uncommon
worth, caufed the following fingular infcription to be put on
his grave-ftone: ¢ This {tone will witnefs againft the pa-
¢ rithioners of Kiltearn, if ever they bring in an ungoediy
¢ minifter here.,” But, while we pay the juft tribute of praife
to thofe whofe {tations and advantages of education enabled
them to diftinguifh themfelves in the world, it wounld be un-
jult to overlook thofe bloffoms of genius that fhoot forth in
the humble walks of life. Here, a watchmaker in this parifh
naturally occurs to our view, This man (now about 3o years
of age) was born and brought up in the Highland diftri¢t of
this parith, and, although he never faw a watch or clock till
he was grown up to manhood, yet, by mere intuition, has
made feveral clocks of coarfe materials, which go well, He
only wants a little inftruction and affiftance to make a figure

. in

5 The University of Edinbargh
The Unirersily of Glasgow



i T Statifiical Account

in his line. It is a pity that he can neither read nor writt,
and hardly fpeaks Englith, There is alfo a fchool-boy, about
16 years of age, who difcovers a good tafte for drawing, and
promifes to arrive at fome eminence in that art, if his genius
was properly cultivated :* As he is of a weak conflitution, he
is not fic for any hard labour.. Such inftances of genius, who
want the advantages of cducation, are frequently to be met
with in the world;, and naturally fuggeft to the feeling heart
that thought which Mr Gray fo beautifully exprefles in his

Hlegy s

¢¢ Perhaps, in this neglefted fpot, is laid

¢¢ Some heart once pregnant with celeftial fire;

¢¢ Hands, that the rod of empire might have fway’d,
« Or wak’d to ecftacy the living lyre

« But knowledge to their eyes her ample page,

¢« Rich with the {poils of time, did ne’er unrol;

« Chill penury reprefl’d their noble rage,

# And froze the genial current of the foul.”™
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