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NUMBER X

PARISH OF AIR.

By the Rev. Dr DALRY MPLE, and the Rev. Dr MéGrLL,

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surface.

HE name of the town, parifh, and county of Air, be-
longed firft to the river, and was derived to them

from it. It is probably of Celtic origin; for, according to
the information of a gentleman fkilled in the Irifh language,
Abre fignifies thin or thallow, and is truly defcriptive of the
‘water of Air compared with the neighbouring water of Deba,
now Doon, which, flowing out of a large lake, is furnifhed
with a more deep and copious ftream. There are two towns
of the fame name in France, Aire in Artois, and Aire in Laf=
cony, which, no doubt, have the fame etymology. The an-
tient name of this parith, as appears from fome old papers,
was Are; the modern name is Air or Ayr. It is fituated in
the county of Air, prefbytery of Ailr, and {ynod of Glaf-
gow and Air, Its form is quadrangular. The weft fide, a-
bout a mile and 2 half long, is bounded by the fea; the north,
about 3 miles long, by the river Air; the fouth, about the
fame length, by the river Doon; the eaftern fide is fully 4
miles long, bounded by the parithes of Dalrymple and Coyl-
ton. For a mile and a half fouth of the town, the couniry

is quite flat, and the {oil fandy, It is nearly the fame on the
M north
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north fide of the river, and the rife is but fmall for two miles
more. On the eaft the rife is gradual and beautiful for two
miles and a half, The foil is for the moft part deep, much
improved of late, and beautified by elegant plantations, The
fhore 1s flai, and, in general, fandy. There are fome {unk

rocks; but they are not dangerous.

Climate and Difeofes.—The air, vpon the whole, is rather
moift, owing to the clouds, which are wafted by the fouth-
weft wind from the Atlantic Ocean. With a weft wind,
which is often the cafe, little or no rain falls upon the parifhy
of Air; the clouds being broken on the higheft point of the
Ile of Arran. About the time of the LEquinox, there are
frequently high winds. ln {pring, there are often long tralls
of cold winds, which blow trom the north-caft and the north,
Though the climare is {alubrious in general, yet perfons of a
confumptive halit ought to dwell at a diftance from the pa.
rith of Air. A f{ea voyage gives the beft chance of recovery.
The common diftempers incident to children prove lefs fatal
here than in neighbouring towns. No fields can be more
commodious for walking, or the healthful exercifes of riding
and golfing. Wife parents fend out their children early to
{port upon turf full of ditlerent forts of clover, particularly
the vellow and the white., Once or twice within thele 40
years, a dangerous fore throar, accompanied with a putrid
fever, has been epidemical.

* Lakes and Mineral Sprinzs.—There are two fmall lakes, one’
toward the fouth-fide, named Carlerry, and the other at the
eaftern extremity, called Lock-Fergus, which is mentioned in
the town’s charter about 600 years ago. It appears that fome
confiderable edifice has {tood in its vicinity, out of the ruins

of which feveral houfes have been built., It has a finall ifle
' ' in
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ta the middle, and, probably, was a beressiry. In this lake
are pike and eéis, but few trouts. There is a2 mineral {pring
on the north {fide of the river, found out near 5o years ago,
and ftill ufed by a fow poor people, Jt comes from 1 mixtare
of coal and iron, and has been thought efficacious in feveral
diforders. '

Fi/b,—Haddock and cod have been very plentiful on Air
cqaft fince the herrings left it : Mackare]l has been fearce for
fome }*taré paft : Soals and turbot are rare. 'White fifh are
generally fold at 1 d. per Englith pound. The price of fal-
mon in January, and till the month of March, is between 6 d.
and 3 d. per pound. They are much fcarcer than forierly,
pwing, it is fuppofed, to the liming of land. The priceis
kf‘pt high, too, on account of their being carried to Kilmar-
nock, Irvine, Gla{gow, and chiefly Paifley. Torty years ago,
herrings were caught in great numbers, and fold from 6 d.
to 3d. per hundred. Sail-fith of large fize are fometimes
taken, whence are got oils for tanners, ' The {eafon for white
fifh is through the whole year, except about fix weeks, from
the end of March till the beginning of May, old fiile. When
herrinps were caught at the mouth of Air river, a lamp was
ufually placed there. This lamp was of great ufe in prevent-
ing {hip-wrecks ; and the lofs of feveral lives, and loaded vel-
fcls, at the end of the year 1789, may be imputed to the want
of it.

Cultivation and Produce.—Very little ground in this parifh
now lies waite or cominon. Between 8o and go acres, free
to every burgefs, for feeding millk cows, was lately inclofed.
About 20 acres of common was fened from the town, little
wnore than 30 years ago, at L. 112 Sterling, with 18s, g d.
of fcu-duty. Being brought into good tillage, and finely

I;ldntc d,
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92 Statiftical Account

planted, it fold in 1590 for L. 1100 Sterling. Thirty yeat:;;
ago there was much heath towards the eaft; it is now green,
or yielding crops. Sea-weed is thrown in plentifully by win-
ter ftorms, and much ufed in manuring land. Marle, in the
higl. .z srounds, is got in abundance, and is of great advan-
tage, s there is little lime but what is imported from Ireland.
Oa | ... fown from the end of February to the end of March
peale and peans arg fown in April ; barley in May and June.
‘Wheat fown before winter is commonly firft reaped, towards
the end of Auguft. "The parith is fcarcely able to fupply it-

felf with provifions, as uppears from importations, and no

great decreafe of price. Lirtle flax is raifed, at leaft for {ale.

A confiderable quantity of artificial grafies is raifed with

great fuccefs. Moft of the wood in the parith is young, but

thriving well.

Lepulation.~It appears from the records of the Sailors So-
ciety, that, when wine was imported at Air from France, the
population was much greater than at prefens. When a plague
broke out here, near 200 years ago, according to tradition,
about 2000 died. In 1744, the inhabitants were reckoned
about 2000. The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, was 2964

Trade fince that time revived, particularly tobacco

foals.
Inclofing

which added confidernbly to the population,
took place much about the fame time; and in the VEArs 1747,
1748, 1749, and 1750, the herring filhing was great : Sailors,
.coopers, &c were of courte numerous. - Upon the whole,

the inhabitants bave been increafing fenfibly, though not ra-

pidly, for more than 3o years pafts.  The number of examin-

ablje perfons in the parifh, reckoning from 7 years of age and
upwards, is above 3400, Of thete there are jooe in the
towm, and the remainder in the country, The number of

jouls 1pay therefore be ftated at about 4100 fouls.
1 Many
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Many of the inhabitants are between 70 and 100 years of
age. One walked to London after his 100th year ; another
above too died a few months ago.

Abfirat of Births, Marviages, and Deaths, at different periody,

Years, * Births. Mar. Deaths,
' M. F. Tot, Men. Wom. Chil, Tot.

1664~— 5 | 146 | 128 | 274 l] | i
1688— ¢ | 128 | 131 | 2590 § 34

1698— 0 ol 88 ¢ 170 || 4t
{1745==16 | 82 97 | 179 § 31|

i734—35 | oo | 9o | 190 || 42 ) 39 | 49 | 39 | 127
1745—46 | 9o § 86 | 176 [ 49
1766—~57 {112 | 107 | 219 || 54
767—68 | 112} 133 | 255 § 66 § 33 | 4% | 45 | r19
‘17;;““?8 168 | 110} 278 || 590 38 | 48 | 60 146
1788—89 | 117 | 113 | 230 || 89 || 47 | 45 | 65 | 157

There are above Goe inhabited houfes in the parith., The
number of heritors is about 60. There are 2 minifters of the
Eftablithed Church, 2 Moravians, 1 Epifcopalian, and 1 Me-
thodift. ‘There are 2 phyficians, 3 furgeons and apothecaries,
and about 16 writers. The {eceders amount to about 5¢ or
¢o,

State of the Poor.—~Weekly collettions, and other parifh
funds, put it in the power of the feflion to difiribute L. 100
per annum. The town gives L. 3o, the failors L. 10, the
writers L, 5, the merchants L. 35 and other fmall corpora-
tions contribute to the extent of L. 14 or L. 15; befides
which, there is a half year's flent of L. go. 'The feflion re-
tains, for occafional charities among poor tradefmen, and
pthers, about L. 20. If any part of this fum is faved at the

end
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end of the year, it is added to the funds of the Charity-houfe,
"This houfe was built by fubfeription in 1556, and is fit to re-
«ccive So perfons; but, as many penfioners prefer a {mall week-
ly allowance out of the houfe, there are feldom more than
40 in it. Alderman Smith of Londonderry, born at Air, left
L. roc, feveral vears ago, to purchafe 1:nd for poor houfe-
keepers. This charity has proved very fcaluonable. Provoft
Cochrape of Glafgow, born and educated at Air, left like-
wife L. 100, the intereft of which is appointed-to be given to
a reputable burgefs’s widow or daughter during life. An ior
firmary and bridewell are much wanted; .

Price of Labour and Provifions,~-A !ab;:mrer, with a wife
and g children, is able to earn 7 s. per week, and fometimes
a little more. At an average, -he pu:chaﬁ:s 3 pecks of meal,
and a greater quantity of potatoes, half a cart of coals, and
foap to the valye of 2d, per week ; 3 ftone ﬂf wut:l’ at 7s, 6 d.
the fione, for clothing, and 10 lib. of lint, at 10d. per lib.
per annum.  His wife’s attendance on the children prevents
her from earning much. ‘This jnay ferve as a general fpeci-
m n of the wapges and expences of a labourer’s family. A
fhoe naker, if indufiricus, gets from 1s. 2d. to 1s. 8d. a-
day; a mafon from 1s. 3d. to 1 5. 8d.; awright from1s. 3d.
to 1s. 9d.; a taylor 1s. 2d. The price of provifions is more
than doubled within thefe laft 5o years. Beef and mutton is
now from 4 d. to gd. perlib. Lamb is from §s. 3d.to
2 8. 6 d. per quarter; pork 6 d. per lib,; veal from 4d.to 6 d.;
pigs fromi 2 s. 6d, to 3s.; geele 25.; ducks from ¢ d. to 1s.;
chickens 4 d. and fometimes lefs ;3 rabbits 9 d. s butter from
6 d. to 8d. perlib,; cheefe from 4d. to 6d.; wheat from
21 5. to 25 s. per boll ; barley from 18s. tp 205.; oats from

16s.t0 1B &
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Church and Bfijﬁfﬂ:‘f.—;rhﬂ prefent church was built in 1654,
and i kept in good repair by the magifirates. ‘The old
church, ftited 5t John Baptift’s, was converted by Oliver
Cromwel into an armory ; for which he gave an allowance of
iooo Englifh merks to build another. It was in St John
Baptift’s church that thé parliament met to confirm Bruce’s
title to the throne. Records of their federunt fhew, that
numbers of the nobility could only fign their initials. The
fenior mirifter’s Hving, including the glebe, is about L. 130
per annum. 'The King is patron. The town generally ab-
lows the fenior minifter 12 guineas for a houfe. 'The legat
ftipend of his celleague would fcarcely amount to L. 75 ; bue,
from regard to him who at prefent fills the charge, the ma-
piftrares and council, befides allowance for a houle, have add~
ed a fum which makes his ftipend L. 105. 'L'he town-couns

cil and feflion are patrons,

ﬁf;ﬁfﬁaﬁmm Obfervations.—There are no volcanic appear-
ances in'this parifh, unlefs large rocks, and fragments of rocks,
which have numerous indented {tones, or metals of different
kinds, be confidered as fuch. Various figured ftones and pe-~
trifations have been tound in the parifh. There is a confi-
derable quantity of moor-ftonc lying on the furface of the
ground. The free-ftone lies rather deep. Some houfes in
the town lzt at L. 20, but a greater number between that
fum and L. 10. The rent of the falinon fithery in the river
Doon is L. 8o ; that in the river Air a lictle lefs, The mar-
kets here are good. The common fuel is coal. The price
paid at the pit, per cart, is from 2s. 3d.to'2s. 6d. The
one pit is half a mile diftant, and the other rather more, Tha
at Drungan, in the parifh of Stair, though a little dearer, is
undoubiedly the beft. According to tradition, there waos a
battle fought, before the Chriltian acra, in the valley of Dal«
rymple,

5 The University of Edinhurgh
The Universily ol Giasgow



96 Statiftival Account

rymple, in which two Kings, Fergus and Coilus, fell. It is
sdded, that Lochfergus takes its name from the former, and
the river Kyle from the latter. Thither Coilus, it is faid, was
purfued and flain. The {mall village of Coylton, 6 miles eaft
of Air, likewife is faid to derive its name from him, It has
been fuppofed that Dalrymple, Dale-roi-mel, fignifies the val-
ley of the flaughter of kings. There is a cairn of ftones in
the midft of this valley. In June 1734, a ball of fire paffed
through two oppofite windows of the neweft fteeple, broke
one end of the bell bomb-joift, and then defcended to the
fireet, but did no more harm. A boy in the ncighhuurhﬂu:i
was killed by another ball of fire. Perhaps the only inunda-
tion that deferves mnotice happened in 1739, attended with 2
great ftorm. 'This raifed the river much, and forced fhips of
confiderable burden quite out of the channel.
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