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NUMBER XIL
PARISH OF K1RKURD.

(County and Prefbytery of Peebles—Synsd of Lathian
and Tweedaale. )

By the Reverend Mr Davip ANDERsSON,

Name, Exient, {='r,

HE termination wrd is from the Celtic language, and
fignifies a quarter or fourth part; hence the foilowing
defcription of jlaces at each extremury of the parith, Kirkurd,
Ladyurd, Netherord, and Lochurd. The length ot the pae
rith, from E, to W, is 53 knglith miles; and its breadth,
from» N. to §. from 3 10 4. lhe parith, 1n general, prelents
a furface finely diverfiied ; and, what is remarkable in a hilly
country, fuch as Tweeddale generally is, the low or arable
land bears almoft an equal proportion, in puint of extent, to
1&: high or theep groonds. 'Yhe panth, froin aftual furvey,
contains 6620 acres, Eoglith mealure. The foil is of diffe~
rent kinds, Towards the fmall river Tarth, it is moftly
loam 3 in one large farm. we meet with clay 3 but the pre-
vailing foil f& gravelith, The light {oil is preferable for
erops, as the parifh lies in geperal high, being uwpwards of
6co teet above the level of the fea. Though the air is fharp,
it is pure and healthful. Diftempers are far from being fre-
quent. Rheumatifm is the moft prevalent. This is, in a
great meafure, owing to the little attention that is paid to
You. X, Z Warm
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warm and dry clothing, and to the cold and uncomfortable
houfcs of the poorer claffes. Though there are no remarke
able inftances of longevity, cxcept one man who died about
10 years ago, whofe age was 92, (he was born in the parifh,
and refided in it all his life), yet the inhabitants arrive, in
general, to a good age.

Rivers and Hills.~~-The Tarth runs along the north end of
the parith, and divides it from Linton and Newlands., It
abounds with a trout of a fuperior fize and flavour from what
is caught in the neighbouring rivers, owing perhaps to the
ftilloels with which the river flows, and the abundant provi.
fion to be met with in its numerous pools. A few large
trout or fmall falmon come up this fiream from the Tweed
after a flood ; but, as they only appear in fpawning time,
they are unwholefome food.

The higheit hill is Hell's Cleugh, on the fummit of which
is a {mall cairn, callgd the Fyled fane, the boundary of three
parithes, viz. Stobo, Broughton, and Kirkurd, From this
gairn is a view of the country beyond the Forth, and a chain
of mountains, fram the eaft part of Fife, as far as Dunbar-
tonfhire. South of the Forth, the view extends as far eait
as North Berwick ; hikewife to the Eildon Hills near Melrofe,
and Cheviot Hills in Northumberland, The height of this
hill above the level of the fea was found by Captain Arme.
ftrong, who made a furvey of the county, to be 2100 feet,

Proprictors ~—There ave four heritors, of whom only one
refides at prefent in the parifh. Mr Carmichael of Skirling,
and Mr Lawfon of Cairnmuir, have their principal feats here,
The manfion-houle of Kirkurd is a modern building, with
an extenfive policy. In the gardens are a green.houfe, an
f,:e-huufc, sad 3 fmall hot-houfes, This place was vaftly

. beautificd
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bouutifisd and improved by the late worthy pfupri‘ctur, John
Earl of Hyndford, who left Kirkurd, and other valuable
cltates, to his grandnephew John Carmichael of Skirling.
Mr Lawfon has lately baiit at New Cairnmuir, or Nether-
urd, a large and elegant houfe. Around it are feveral inclo-
fures and plantations of value,

Statiftical Table.

Ploughs - n 22 Old houfes pulled down,

Carts - - S 1 ditto - g Iz
Horfes young and old 70 Married perfons - 86
Cows and young cattle 200 Unmarried ui:en above 20 28

Sheep - - 2000 women ditto 48
Valued reat, Scotch Widowers - " 5'
L. 1108115:9 Widows - - 1o

Real rent, Sterling, a- OF the ‘eftablithed
bout - -. L. 850 Church - - 250
Farms above 50l. each 3 Burgher Seceders - 23
~——= under gol - 10 Antiburgher ditto - I
Population in 176§ +« 310 Relief ditto - 3
. n 1792 - 288 [Epifcopalians - X
Males - - t3t Clergyman- - I
Females., - - 157 Merchant - - I
Under 10 - - 55 Schoolmatter - - I
Between 1o and 20 - 56 Innkeeper - - x
e 20 atid g0 - 213  Smiths - - - 3
w———gsocand 70 - 58 Carpenters - - 3
-70and 8o . 6 'Weavers and apprentices 4
Families - - 65 Shoemakers and ditto - 2z
doufes uninhabited <« 6 Taylors and ditto " - 4
doufes buile within 10 Gardeners and ditte = 3
years preceding 1792 12 Millers - - 2
Overleer
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QOverfeer - - 1 Marriages, ditto - T3
Male fervanis - 44 Buried, ditto, in the pa-
Female ditto - - 38 rilh - - - 34
Day-labourers - < ¢ Buried, ditto, from other
Srudent - - X pariflies - - 32
Bapufms for 1o ycars,

from 1783 to1792.  §t

Agriculture, E'cowAbout 480 acres are kept in tillage.
The common mode of farming in the croft land, (which re-
geives all the houfe dung of the farms), is to have a third
part under, peafe, potatoes, and turnips, as cleaning and meli-
orating crops ;3 which thind, the fucceeding year (1f not dung-
ed with the cleaning crops) is dunged for bear, and next
year is fown with oats. Clover, and, in a great meafure,
turnips, are excluded from the roration, from the want of
inclofires, and the difficulty of detending them from the
fheep in winter. Fnere may be about 240 acres ot croft
managed in this way, viz. 80 in peafe, potatoes, turnips, and
lint, 8o in bear, and 80 in oats, in a year. The remdining
240 acres under tillage are outfieid, and are manured by the
cattle folded at' night in fammer, to keep them from the
growing corns. The fo'ds are incloiures mude of fod, at
the expence of about 1}§d, or 2d. the running rood of 6
yards, at 4} feet in height. The leys intended to be brought
into tillage are inclofed in this manner early in the fpring;
the (Feep and black cattle are kept in diftinét folds ; and 10
fcore of theep may dung in this way about 3 acres in a f{ea-
fon. Whea the corns are got off the flelds in harvelt, the
folds are levelled, and the ground ploughed. Three crops of
pats are, in general, taken fucceflively after folding; but,
when the folded land is allo limed on the fward, § crops are .

fomctimes taken, The land is thea lefe to colle@t [ward as
i

%
i
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of Kirknrd. 381

3¢ may. This is the gemeral deicription of the treatment of
the land in tillage 3 but there are ieveral exceptions, whera
a better fyftem is introduced ; and the Norfolk lyitem of a
rotation of four, feems to be approved of, wher. there is op-
portunity to carry it into pradltice. JIo a few inftances, the
dairy farming has been introduced as the chief articie of
profit.

The Scotch plough is generally ufed, with two flrong
horfes, except in 4 inftances with four. 5Simnall’s plough has
likewife been introduced. The hories, young and old, in
this parith, will amount to absut 70. A few are reared tor the
market, and fold when young 3 but the generality is for pri.
vate ufe, and to {upply the wafte of the old. ‘Fhirty head of
black cattle, at an average of 41 each, may be lold yearly.
The milch cows are, at an average, from 16 to 28 flones
weight. They produce from 4 to 10 Scotch pints of milk
per day, a few 16 or 18. The fheep are of the common
Scotch breed. The number that can be fpared is fold at
different periods. 1n April, when big with young, at 10l
or 11 l. per fcore; in September, to the butcher, or for fur-
ther feeding, about 7l. per fcore. ‘lhe lainbs are fold
July from 21 10s. to 4. per fcore. What remaine after
thrfe different drowings, (a5 they are termed), are kept foe
ftock ; they are all laid wirth butter or oil, and tar, about
Martinmas. 'l be wool of late years has been rapidiy rifing
in value. It was fold laft year, after being wathed, at 61.
4d. and G6s. 6d. per ftonc; 7 or 8 Heeces of the wathed
wool generally go to the ftone,

Between goo and oo acres of land are inclofed, a confi-
derable .part of which is well theltered with trees, and fuffi-
ciently watered. 'This land, on an average, may be worth
363, per acre. About 150 of thefe acres, divided into parks
of differeac fizes, command, by grazng, 1601, per anmum.

The
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The lands are inclofed by hedge and ditch. The hadges
and ditches are frequently in double rows, at the diftance of
a few feet from each other.

There are many valuable plantations both of the different
kinds of hard wood, and the various fpecies of fir. Some of
thefe arc arrived ar their full growth, and young trees are
graduaily coming up to fupply the wafte of the old. The
number of acres planted will amount to upwards of zco.

There are no natural woods in the parith *.

Services, {8'c.—A few fervices are {till performed by the
tepants, fuch as driving of coals, cafting, winnowing, and
driving peats home. There are a confiderable nuinber, roo,
of koin hens paid. There is a public-houfe .in the parifh
for the accommodation of travellers. It has no bad effeft on
the morals of the people, who are, in general, a-fet of fober
and induftrious men. Two great roads pafa through this
parifh, the one from Edinburgh to Moffat, the other, lately
made, from Peebles to Glafgow. They are wpheld by road-

makers, and arc kept in tolerable repair.  The ftatute labour

- Wasl

* In confzquence of manuiaflures eRablifhed in this, and
particularly in the neighbouring county, there is a great de-
mand for work people. Servants have of courfe become ra-
ther fcarce in this part of the country. The wages are rifing
every year. A good ploughman earns 6 guineas, or upwards,
and femnale fervants from gl to 4}, per gunum, with their vic-
toils, There is no market here for provifions. - The butcher
meat is brought from Peebles, Biggar, or Edinburgh. Butter
is fold, in general, at 8d. per lib. ; ewe milk cheele at 65 6d.
cow milk at 48, per flone; eggs in fummater, 4d. in winter, G6d.

g.— dozen 3y chickens B d. a pair; hens rs. ducks 10d. a piece.
ay-labourers carn per day, in winter, 6 d. in fummer 8d. with

their viftuals. Ditches, calting, and operations of that kind,
are generally done by the piece, from gd. to 1 4. the ronning
rood of 6 yards. Picce work is preferred by labourers. Car
PeRters wages are 3. a day, mafons rs. 4d. taylors 8d.
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was converted fome years ago by aét of Parliament. “The
bridges are kept in excellent order,

Eecclefiaflical State~The church was rebuilt in 1966, when
it was removed about half a mile wefiward from its former
fityation in Kirkurd policy. Around it there is a picce of
ground appropriated for burying ; bur, though this burial-
ground has been now opened for upwards of 20 years, the
ald church-yard, for various realons, is ftul very much ufed,
The ftipend, with the addition of a manfe, and a glehe of
tg acres, will amount to upwards of 8ol. Sterling, The
manfe, offices, and glebe, which were formerly at a confider.
eble diftance from both kirks, are now in the neighbourhood
of the new. 7The manfe and offices were all new baile in
1788. The greatelt part of the new glebe (which was ex-
cambed for the old) bas been inclofed by the minifter, at his
own expence, with hedge and ditch, John Carmichael, Eig;

of Skirling is patron.

Peor.—~-As there are no rates, the poor are fupported from
the weekly colle€tions in the church, by dues at proclamations
for marriage, by dues for mort-cloths, and the intereft of a

capital of 140l at § per cent, 1

Average of the annwal expences of ﬁifparﬁ:rg the Pogr,

No. of Poor. Expence.
For ¢ years preceding 1758, - 6} - L.y 4 of’
- 1778, =~ 1o} - io ¢ 62

For 1oyears preceding 1792, - 655 = 9 7 8%

In 1982, the whole crop of oats in the parith was froft
bitten. It was not got in before the month of December.

The meal was cxceedingly bad, and fold at 21. 5 5. per load.
The
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The farmers foftained great loffes, after all the dedultions
that was made of their rents by the lairds. They bought the
whole of their feed-oats next {pring from Lothian and Rozx-
barghthire. Oane heritor commiffioned a coniiderable guan-
tity of cats from Effex, fowed part of them himielf, and difs
sributed part among hid tepants, The kirk-ieffion bought
feveral loads of cat-mea], and fold it to cottars and houle-
holders at 13, the peck., [his, with the white beans brought
frown Leith, gave great relief, Lhey have reloived this year
{37y2) w lay up 4 tew joads of oat and bear uieal, and lcll
it out at a reduced price, in cale thefe arsticles fhould rife to
an cxiravagant rate.

A locicty was ‘eftablifhed in this parith 6 years ago, named
#be Kirkurd Frisndly Seciety, in order to raife a fund for the
relicf of diftrefled micinvers, Each member pays 2s. at cn-
try, and 45 4d. a year, and connuues 3 years before he re-
ceives any benefic 3 at the end of which time, it he is ynable
to work, 15 cntuled to 23. per week, [he capital is now
Bol. As the fund increafes, they intend to make a {mall
provifion for their widows. For the two laft years, the
clergy have countenanced this bociery, by giving a fermon at
the annual meeting, The colletion at that time is for be-
hoof of the Sucicty.

School,~-The {choolmafter’s falary is 81 6:. 8d. with a
houle and garden. The fchool and fchoolmafter’s houfe
were all new built, with flated roofs, in 1773,  The number
of {cholars, at an averaye, is about 20. 'L'he fchool wages are,
for rcading, ¢ s. per quarter ; for writing, 1s. 6d ; for arith-
metic. 25. The fchoolmafter is alfo feffionclerk and pre-
centor, whofc falary is 1 1. por ansum, befides perquifites, for
- proclimations of marriages, recording of bapuifms, and wri-

- ting
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ting teftimonials, amounting to about 10s. yearly at an ave-

rﬂ-gtt

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—'Lhere is a copious {ulphurcous
fpring near Kirkurd-houfe. A chemical analyfis was made
of it fome years ago by Dr Black of Edinburgh, by which it
was found to be ftronger than the falphureous water at Mof-
fat, but weaker than that at Harrogate. Jt has been ufed of
late with fuccefls in feveral diftempers. Coal, peat, and turf,
are ail ufed here for fuel. In gentlemens families, coals are
always burat ; they are fituated at 8 or g miles diftance.
Peats, to a great extent and depth, and of a very fluperior
guality, are found in one farm in this parifh ; they are not,
caft. The tenants have a privilege of cafting peats in diffe~
rent mofles in the parifh of Linton, .and {:ancau:nﬂy avail
themfelves of that privilege.

Until 1752, the large eftate of Kirkurd was the refident
property of Geddes of Rachan for 1100 years, while Rachan,
from whence the title was taken, is reported to have been in

the poflfeflion of the Geddes’s for 1300 years. James Ged-
des of Rachan was born in this parith in 1710, was educated
for, and practifed feveral years at, the bar, but died of a con-
fumption before he arrived at the age of 40. He publifhed
an Effay on the Compofition and Manner of Writing of the

Ancients, and left behind him {everal other tracls *.
' Among

®* In the parks of Kirkurd are two fmall mounts, called the
Caftle and Law. They are furrounded with a dike of an irre~
gular form. Mr Gordon, in his ltinerary, thinks them arufi-
cial, but does not form any conjefture as to their ufe. There is
to the ealt of thefe, a circular fortification on an eminence near
Ladyurd, called the Rings, and another to the weflt, on the farm
of Lochurd, called the GCheffers ; hence they are fuppufed to
have been a military ereftion ; and a place called Camprigend, a
mle fouth to the lalt of thele, farther confirms this idea.

Vor., X. A a " More
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186 Statiftical Account

Among the advantages formerly mentioned which this
parith enjoys, may be added its vicinity to lime; but, not-
withftanding of the acknowledged advantages arifing from
lime to land, the farmers here have not generally (as yet)
availed themfelves of it, One difadvantage which this place
hbours under, {and which was fpecified above), is the ex-
altion of f{ervices; but there is another grievance under
which the farmers groan, and which calls loudly for redrefs,
and that is the payment of multure. The tenants are thirled
to the mills, and pay a high multure, which is a great bar to
improvement. By thirlage a forced employment is given to
mills, for which there would be no demand, if things were
left to their natural courfe. Thongh the generality of the
country around is fitter for (heep pafture than tillage. yet no
lefs than four corn-mills are found on the Warer of Tarth,
all in the fpace of abour a mile and a half, two of which are

fituated within this parifh.
N U M.

More than jo years ago. there was found in the Mount.hill
a clay urn full of bones, wiuch was furroonded with four broad
fiones., and covered with a flone on the top  There was lately
found ar the hottom of the fame hill, a {tone coffin, abour 4}
feet long, 2 feet wide, and 25 feet deep  Its botrom was gra-
vel, the fides built of {everal tones, and the cover one entire
flone. The bo 'y was not lying at full length, as, by the fize of
the hones, it appeared to have been about 6 feet long  The
bones appeared entire when firft difcovered ; but, wpon being
expofed to the air, and hifted up by the hand, they crumbled
to duft. There wasfound among the bones three flint ftones,
one refembling a ha'bert, ancther of a circular form, and the
third cylindrical. The firft is fuppofed to be the antient wea-
pon cailed the fone c.ft, the other were two kinds of warlke
inftruments. There was alfo dvicovered a fmall ring. ‘This is
a Droidical amuier ; and it was an indication that a perfon of
rank was here interred.
Fairflanes, fo named, perhaps, from a few ere@ flones arran-
ed circulaily, is faid to have been a place for religious wor-

thip. 1n the immediste neighbourhood is the Kirkdean and
Temple lands, "
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