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PARISH OF RU;I‘HWELL.

s Prqﬂvyf&y of Annan—County and Synod of Dume
Jries.)

By the Revevend Mr Joun Craic,

Sttt et

Name, Extent, ¢,

(J far bBack as the fourteenth century, this parith is cals
led, in a charter by Thomas Randoiph Earl of Murray,

to his nephew Sir William Murray, RKyval/, and that name
is continued in all fucceeding charters to Sir William’s de-
- fcendants. This, however, has been changed in more mo-
dern times to Ruthwell, or more probably Ruthwald. Waid
or wold in Saxon fignifying a wood; the appelfation is pro-
perly applied, there being ftill extenfive natural woods in the
parifh ; and, from the number of trees found in the meffes,
it is evident that, at a remote period, they were much more
confiderable. The parifh extends from E. to W. along the
Bolway Frith, about 6 miles in length, and the broadeit part
is not more than 3 miles: It is bounded on the E. by the pa-
¥lih of Qummertrees ; on the S, by the Frith ; on-the W. by
the Water of Lochar, which divides it from Caerlaverock ;
and on the N, by the parithes of Dalton and Moufewald.
‘Ihe land rifes in a gentle acclivity, from the {ea to the end

of the ridge called Dalton Bank, which begins here, and ter-
' ’ minates

= The Uhiviwarsity of Edandatirgn
Thia University of Glasgow



of Rubwell, $19

minates in the parith of Tinwald, a few miles to the northe
ward, feparating the two vallies of Nith and Annan.

Soil, Climate, tofc.—The foil, though in fome places fhal-
low and inclined to fand, is, in general, when properly ma-
nured and managed, fufficicntly fertile; and, as the expofure
is good, the crops are carly, a fingular advantage in this part
of the country. Situated upon the fea, the air is of courle
moift, but by no means unhealthy, Many perfons from dif-
ferent parts of the country repair here in fummer for the be-
nefit of bathing, and fea air. The fea has rather receded
from the Scotch fide of the Frith of late years, and the tides
de not rife to the faine height they did formerly, fo that the
land has gained confiderably, and large tracks of green merle
mow appear, where the tides flowed over 2 furface of fand.
It was, fome time ago, in the contemplation of Lord Store
mont, the proprictor of thele Junds, to attempt an embank-
ment for recovering a confiderable track of thefe flat {ands,
and preventing their being inundated, as is done in Holland,
but the violence of the tides difcouraged the undertaking,
aod narore is herlelf now performing what art was to have
accomplithed ; the green ground or merfe extending almoik
a mile further than it did fome years ago. At the mouth
of the Lochar there is a fmall port, where barks and little
coalling veflels load and deliver coals and grain.

Popsation.—Lhe parith is the property of four heritors,
{(bat much the greatelt part of it belongs to the Vifcount of
Stormont,) of thefe only two are refident. The number of
fouls is 1061, whereof 519 are males, and 542 females. The
inhabitants have increafed within this laft twenty years in
be proportion of five to three, which may be afcribed firlt

to the :imﬁun of large farms into [maller poiieffions, and

pactigularly
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220 Statiftical Account

particularly the extenfive track called the Mains of Comlon.
gan, confifting of above 2000 acres, formerly kept for pal-
ture; and, fecondly, to the lime quarrics lately difcovered
near Comlongan, which have given employment to many la.
bourers ; for whofe accommodation Lord Stormont has built
a {mall village upon the fide of the military road, where a
garden and a little pofieflion of land is inclofed and annexed
to cach dwelling houle.~~The return to Dr Webfter in 1735
was only 599 fouls.

Eeclefiaftical State, &'c.—~The church is an ancient fabric,
perhaps now the moft fo of any in this part of the country;
it is a long building, remarkably narrow, and has a projelting
aile or wing joined to it, which was formerly the burial place

‘ of the Murrays of Cockpool, and is now of the family of
Stormont. The ftipend is 76 1. Sterling yearly, and is paid
in money. The glebe confifts of 36 acres, a great part of
which was laid off to the minifter at the diviion of a com-
mon where he had a fervitude. The manfe is large and
commodious, and huilt of brick about fixty years ago. 'The
Vifcount of Stormont is patren.—The poor are not pumer-
ous, and are fupported from the weckly colleftions in the
church ; where thefe prove deficient, a voluntary charitable
contribution is made by the inhabitants, as often as they are
called upon, apd the fupply received upon fuch occafions is
always fo ample as to anfwer the immediate wants or necel-
firics of the poor, whether arifing from dearth of provifions,
or other incidental caufes. There is a good fchool in the
parith, where children are taught Latin, writing, arithmetic,
book-keeping, navigation, and other branches of education;
and as fome come from diftant parts, they are boarded in
the fchoolmafter’s houfe, which is fitted up with faitable ac-
gommodations, The falary is only 109 merks Scots.

Villages
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Villages and Rgads.—Ruthwell, in which a privilege of
holding markets and fairs was given by the old charters to
the family of Cockpool, is the only village in the parith, Tt
is a long Qiraggling place, through which the high road from
Dumfries o Annan pafiled, before the military road was
made. . The houfes were formerly all built of clay; but
thele have lateiy been pulled down, and the whole rebuiit at
the expence of Lord Stormont with ftone and flates ; the
fireet has alfo been enlarged, and laid out in a firaight line.——
The high road from Portpatrick to England, made by the mi.
litary at the expence of government, runs thruugh this o
rifh from E. to W. And, in confequence of an aét of Pay-
liament lately paffed, another road was laft year made to the
northward, and running almoft parallel to the military road,
which fhortens the diftance between Annan and Dumfries
fomething more than a milc. Tolls are now levied upon
both roads.

Manufaliures, Figheries, (9'c.—No fpeties of manufafiure
in the linco or weolen branches are carried on in this parith ;
but, in the fummer feafon, the people upon the fea coaft em-
ploy themfelves in making a kind of coarfe falt, which an-
fwers the common ufes rolerably well. They pradlife the fol-
lowing method: When the tides have rifen very high, and
covered the {ands for three or four days, a white crult is icfc
upon the fandy, from which all the frefh water particles
are cxhaled by the heat of the {fun during the neap tides, and
.the remanent fubftance appears to the eye like pounded cryf-
tal. This cruft is pared off by a machine formed like a rok
ler, only the moveable part of the roller is here immovenbls,
and has projefting from it, about half an inch longitudinally,
a piece of thin iron, which fcrapes up the cruft into kheaps,
sopether with a portion of the fand, The whole is carried off

)
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812 Btatiftical Aceount .

in carts to the fhore, and piled up in one heap. Whena
fufficient quantity has been colleéted, the people dig a little
fquare pit in the ground, at one end whereof they form, with
tough firong clay raifed a foot zbove the furface, a bulfon 18
fret long, 2 in width, and 3 deep, which rifes, from the
mouth of the little pit, in a gentle alcent to the farther end ;
the bottom of the bafop is laid with fguare white coloured
peats, and sbove thefe, clean turf fods cut from the merle
with the green fides up, are placed, joined as clofe as poffible
to one another and to the fides of the bafon. After thus
preparing the bafon, a layer abour a foor and a half thick,
raken from the heap of fand formerly laid uvp, is placed above
ghe fods, and fea water being poured npon it, filtrates through
the whole mafs, and, when it comes to the lower end of the
bufon, runs off by a {mall twbe into the pit or refervoir.
When the faline particles of the fand in the bafon are by this
means carried off, it is removed, and new fand put in, which
is managed in the fame mananer. The proper flrength of
the liquor in the refervoir is afcertained by its carrying an’
egg 3 and when this bappens, it is boiled in lead or iron pans
aatif 8 reideum of dry falt remains, which is taken up in
wricker bafkets; a hquul, Famethmg of the appearance of oil,
runs from it, which the people call falt droppings, and efteem
a good remedy for rheumatic complaints and fprains. The
faje thus made is neither fo white, nor fo firong as that from
the falt pans, A meafure of it weighing about 24 1b, is fold
for a ihilling ; and, in confequence of an exemption or grant
by one of the kings of Scotland, no duty is paid for it; not-
withftanding which, the tenants on the fhore who praélife
4his manufalture are fuppofed to be no confiderable Eriners.

Minerals, &'c.—At Brow, in this parith within tide mark,

bs a chalybeate i'prmg, the water of which is light and agree.
Hh]":;
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able, creates an appetite, and has been found beneficial in {tow
machic complaints,. When mixed with braady, it changes to
an inky colour, and a piece of filver put into it, is fooi cover~
ed with a black varnith. Many refort to the Brow in the
warm fealon, belicving the well water, and fea bathing, fpea
cifics for all difeafes. Some appeararnices of cozl have been
found in different parts, but the expeétations of thofe, who
have attempted te fink a pit, have always been frufirated, al-
though it muft be admitted, thut che firata in thoie places are
fimilar to what is met with in Cumberland, on the oppofite
fhore, where coal is found in great plenty ; the want of fuea
u:l's; in this refearch upon the Scotch fide, may therefore pro=
ceed from the ineficacy of the trials, and probably the unikil.
fulnefs and knavery of thofe employed in making them,
Limeftone was accidentally dilcovered in the neighbourhood
of Comlongan about 10 years ago, and the difcovery being
profecuted, and the guarry opened by inftruftions from Lord
Stormont, all his Lord{hips tenants and the inhabitants of
Moufewald, Toothorwald, and Tinwald, have from hence
been fupplied with burnt lime, and raw limeftone, which has
contributed to the progrefs of improvement *.

Difpsfition of the Inbabitants, (&r..-The temper of the pec.
ple is benevolent and charitable, of which an inftance has beeg
already

* The air, as his been obferved, is moift, and often foggy,
which, it ts fuppoled, proceeds partly from the vicinuty of the fea,
and partly from cxtenflive moffes and deep bogs that are inter-
fpesfed throughout the parith. Intermitting fevers prevail here
fometimes in the after harvelt, and are accompanied with pains
in the bones, and a lownefs and dejeélion of fpirit, bot are fel-
dom mortal. UEuu the whole, the people, nutwithﬁnnding the
humidity of the tir, are bealthy and wigorous, though no re-
mar Zable inftances of longevity have Lm:ﬁr occurred. The peo-
jle arc in general of the middle fize, though fome may reach

fix {eet,
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already mehtioned in their volantary contributiens for fupport
of the poor, when the weekly collections in the church prove
infufficient. . Living upon the fhore, many of the young men
betake themielves. to a fesfaring lifes thofe who continue at
home, are farmers or labourers, with a few artizans, and are
tolerably indnfirious. The farms are in general {mall, and
maoy of the farmers are.belides jobbers or dealers in cattle;
which they carry to the Englith market ; they alfo breed and
rear many fwine, difpofing of the hams in England or Hdin
burgh, where they are much prized; thus trade is attended
with confiderable profits. The number of farmers may be
aboat 70, but among thefe are itluded fundty perfons who
have fmall poffeflions of a few acres. Thereare in the parifth
7 blackfmiths, 6 joiners, § thocmakers, 2 cloggers, 12 weas
vers, 6 tailors, 1 tinker, and about 75 day labourers; the
wages of thofe lafk arc from 104d, to 18. 2d. per day, and
vary agcording to the length of the day. The wages of men
fervants who are lodged and maintained, are from 7L to ¢ L
yearly, ‘of women 3. or 31, 10s. None of the natives of
this parith ave foeeders from the eftablithed church ; but two
perfons who lately fettied here are antiburghers *.

. +Fifh, t9'c.=The fifh upon the coaft, are floundars of a large

{ize and good quality,herrings in the autumn,and cod and ikate
- during

* The wood-lark and bulfinch, birds extremely rare in Scot-
fand, are met with in the extenfive wood of Comlongan i THeyare
both natives. They make theirnelt among the long grafs in thé
wood, and are, of late, chferved to have much encreafed : Therealfo -
sppearedin thofe woods, 2 bird of a new fpecies, of the fize of 4
thrufh, the back of a light brown colour, the head light gray, and
the breafl aimoft white, the wings inclining to black, having a re-
gularrow of fmall white fpots acrofs the middle of eachfeather, the
bill very fhort, as thick as a mans finger nest the head, and the tail
has frong thort feathers. Thisdefcription agree mach with the
fize and figure of the Virginia nightingale or red bird, from
which, however, it differs materially inthe colour, and the want
of the beautiful tuft on the head.
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during the wititer. The Abunders are caught in what is cal-
led 7 pock-net, and fometimes the people grope for them
with their feet in the fand, and kill them with a fpear; they
frequently w8igh from 3 to 7 pounds, and are remarkably de-
licate. “TH& hértings are caught in long-nets, extended upon
poles fixed {h'eheé fand. "They sre chiefly carried to Duwmfries
market, and are {old, in 4 plentiful fithing, fo low 3s §d. or
‘6 d. per hundred; thicy have  however been fcarce on the
Scotch fide for thefe four years paft, which the fithers afcribe
to the channels being altered, and running nigher the Englifh
fhore than formerly. Cod and fkate are taken in fo {mall
quantities, thit they {chrce deferve to be noticed ; o the op.
pofite coafl, they are very pléntiful, and arc brought acrefs
the Frith, and fold proportionably cheap.

Seil and Produltions, &'c.~~The foll is various, according to
the fituation. Along the fhore it is-dry and fandy, and there
;l_ a cpnﬁder’ablc walt of mof¥; further inland, it is a firong
cla];, and towards its boundarics on the E. and N, isa gra-
vel ; towards the W. there is a bed of coarfe free flone, in
termixed with “which fome limeftone appears. Abour 694
acres are cmployed in the culture of oats, 132 for barley, 40
for wheat, 66 for potatoes, 30 for turnip, and 30 or 40 are
laid down with grafs feeds. The little flax that is raifed, is
ufed by the inhabitants j a few farmers in the weft fide of the
pariih, have, within thefe late years oniy, {uftained fome lofs
in their crops of oats,” by a fort of blight or blafting, which is
firft defocrnible in the end of July, and, beginning in the mid.
dle of the field of corm, nt_'é.nds itfelf on all fides, till it has
fpread over the whole, the ear is dried up, and the flalk
breaks down, and is not worth the trouble of reaping. Dif-
ferent kinds of manure have been cmpt_o}rrd, withput effeét, for
the cure of this malady, and the people have allo ineffeluale

Vor. X, Ff ly
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226 Statiftical Account

Iy altered their mode of ploughing. It is fortunate, that this
blight never attacks barley, wheat, or potatoes. The crops
. raifed in the parilh, not only fupply the inhabitants, but afford
a furplus of barley and potatoes for exportatiop. The ma-
nures employed are lime and dung, and near the fhore the
farmers lead and lay upon their lands confiderable quantities
of fea fleech or fand, dug up within fea mark, which is ufed

to great advantage in the mofly foils, where lime is of no be-

nehit | .,
Faluation

® The only ancient building in the parifh is the caftle of
Comlongap. the feat of the Vifcount of Stormont, which, al-
though ereled fome centuries ago, is {till entire. It wasacon-
fiderable place cf frength before the Union of the Crowass, is 6o
feet iquare and go feet high, with battlements, and port holes in
the walls ; the walls are of a fufficient thicknefs to admit of fmall
apartments within them, and the hall and larger rooms are (hill
occapied, as the roof is ftanding.~~The caitle of Comlongan
was for many ages the refidence of the Murrays of Cockpooi, a
family of grtat eminénce in Anpandale, as fome of them were
wardens of the weflern border, and Cuthbert Murray of Cock-
pool was one of the commanders of the Scotch army, that de-
feated the Duke of Albany and the Earl of Douglas, when they
invaded Scotland. John Murray, a younger fon of this family,
having acquired a great eftate, as well in Scotland as in Eng-
tand and Ireland, was created, by King James the 6th, :Eari of
Annandale; he afterwards {ucceeded to the family eftate, and
refided in the cafile of C{}rﬂ]t}ngm; but the title became extindt
vpon the death of his fon without children, and Lord Stormont,
who is heir of line, became proprietor of a confliderable part of
the eftate. His Lordihips grandfather, father of Lord Mani-
field, refided here many years; and, for hisaccommeodation, added
fundry buiidings to the caltle, which ave now pofleffed by his fat-
tor. Lhe remains of an old caltle are alfo to be feen at Cock-
pool, within half a mile of Comlongan, which was likewile a
feat of the family, In the church yard of Ruthwell, a very ca-
‘rious ancient mopument appears, although pow broken into two
or three fragm:nts, which, however, have all been preferved.
The whole, when entire, feem; to have had the form of an obe-
lifk, and was about 18 fect long; and the fide of each fquare is

orpamented with: figures, in relievo, defcriptive of facred fiory.
' . Qur
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¥ aluation and Real Rent.~The landsin this parith ftand va-
faed in the cefs books, at 2905 merks Scotch. The real rents
f#mount to about 16acl. Sterling, and have been greatly ad-
venced within thefe few years, by the opening of the lime-
ftone quarry at kﬂumlungan, and rthe inclofures and improve-
meots made by Lord Stormont and the other proprietors.

Mif ellaneous Obfervations.—The divilion of the numerous
commons in Annandale, the difcovery and application of lime
as a wmaaure, and the fyftem of inclofing, begun in this and
other parifthes, have produced the very extraordinary rife of
rents, which have taken place within the laft twenty years 5
and which, fo far from injuring or impoverithing the tenan-

t:y,

-

Qur Saviour is reprefented in different attitudes, and at the bot-
tom of one of the fides, hiscrucifixon is difcernible ; the borders
of each of the fides are infcribed with runick charadlers, much
more ancient perhaps thin the figures feulptured upon the flone.
Tradition fays, that this cbelifk, in remote times, was fef up ac
a place called Pricflwoodfide near the fea, in order to ailift the
vulgar, by fenfible images, to form fome notionsef religion, but
wis drawn from thence by a teem of ozxen belon ing to a wi-
dow, and placed in the chuyrch.yard, where it remained till the
reformation, when, by an aét of the General Afembly, it wag
ordered to be thrown down and broken, a3 a remnant of idola-
try. ‘This picce of antiquity h#t been often wvifived, and exa-
mined by travellers and antiquarians, and a defeription and
draught of it is given by Mr Pennant in his tour, and by Gor-
don ia his ltinerarium Secptentrionale, where fundry other pare
ticulars relating to it may be found.

At a place called Kirkftyle in this parith, ancient records {et
forth, that there was very long ago a preceptory belonging to
the kaights of St. John, where they had a place of worlhip and
2 burying ground, and that they were alfo poifeffed of property
to 2 great extent in the neighbourhood, which, npon the extinc.
tion of that order, came into the peofleflion of the Murrays of
Cockpool; but we have no certain accounts either from tradi-
tion, hiftory, or writi_n%s, when this happened. Some tomb flones
are {till to be feen in the parith church-yard, on which the in.
fignia and arms of the order are cut.
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try, have contributed to their profperity; .as it is a certain
fact that at the prefent period they are better lodged, better
cloathed, and have the neceffaries of life in much greater
abundance, than when their rents were trifling: yet the
general {pirit of improvement in agricylture, which now per-
vades Scotland, has not made fo rapid a progrefs as might
have been expeélted in Annandale. The purchafe of the Il
of Man, however, and the ftop put by that incans ta finug-
gling, in which all the people living upon the Solway Frith
were more or lefs concerned, have wrought a furprifing
change on their induftry, as well as improved their morals,
Although French brandy has, in confequence of thefe alte-
rations, almoft wholly difappeared, its place is now occupi-
ed by whifky, a fpirit cguaily fatal to the health of the people,
though not o hurtful to the revenue. This accurfed beve-
rage is retailed in numbers of gippling houfes, and coming fa
low as 1 5. 6d. the Scotch pint, is greedily {wallowed by the
people, though it faps their conftitutions, and ruins their
heaith. When the propofed wife meafures of allowing coals
to be imported duty free, and laying an additional tax upon
Scotch fpirits, wre adopted by government, it is ro be hoped
that the more wholefome liquor brewed from good mair will
again be drunk by the people, and their attachment to whif-

ky weakened, if not deftroyed,

N UM
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