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NUMBER XXXIX.

PARISH OF METHVEN.

{ County and Prefbytery of Perth—Synod of Perth
and Stiriing.) -

By the Reverend My Jouan Dowe, Minifler.

Origin of the Name.

HE name, in Gaelic, is faid to Ggnify 2be Middle, and,
in that language, the adjedtive dowe, or black, is coul-
monly added in fpeaking of it; and the origin of thar ap-
pellation was fuppofed to be, 'That it was tituated nearly in
the middle of the great valley, (or Strathmore,) on the {outh-
of the Grampian Mountains, which extend from Dumbar-
ton to Stonchaven, and ncarly at ¢qual diftance from thofe
mountains, and the ndge of the OUchiils, which there bouad
that valley on the fouth  Others contend, that the word
Methven may be interpreted, the Lirtle Mountain, This
name is not defcriptive of the firvation of the village, which
lics in a hollow; but in a good meature apphes to rae {ite
of the Caftle, which ftands, with a Jign:fied appearance. on
pretty high ground. The village, which is now confidera
able, feems to have originated from 2 collegiate church,
founded before the middle of the r¢th century Bty it apa
pears, that the old caftle of Methven was of a  uch earlier
date, and therefore communicated its name to the collegiate
church,

Vor. X. 4 H Extent
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Lntent and Surface, 89'c.—~This parifh, from E, to W, is, at
an average, about § Englifh miles ; and between 3 and 4 from
N. to 5. The furface is agreeably varied by hollows and
rifing ground : But, in general, It flopes from porth to fouth,
where it terminates in a narrow plain, the welt part of
which js a morafs, which fupplies with peat the neighbour-
ing inhabirants, and from whence two fircams take their
rife ; the moit confiderable of which runs weftward inte the
Earn, and the other caltward into the Almond': Both have
the namic of #he Pew. The cultivated foil is, in general,
good ; one part clay, another loam, and a third gravel 3, bue
the clay foil predominates, There is a traét of wafte ground,
above 800 acres, on the north {ide of the parith, which was
a.common, and is now divided. A confiderable part of it
is very improveable ; and it is hoped, that, in due time, the
hand of perfevering induftry will transform the uncultivated
heath, into verdant paftares and plentiful ficlds,

Rivers, t&c.—~The ALmonDp, which bounds the greateft
part of this parith on the N. and K, is a large and rapid
. current of water, and, in its courfe, turns a number of mills
of various kinds. Iis banks are bold and rocky, and in ma-
ny places agrecably wooded. It furnithes fome very pice
turefque and romantic views, as it pafles the eflate of
Lednock, the property of Mr Graham of Balgowan. It

was formerly well ftored with fine trout, &c.; but the late
ereltion of a high dike to raife the water, which fupplies
the cotton fpinning, and other works, of Cromuwell Park,
prevents almoit every kind of fith from penetrating any far.
ther ; and probably, in a fhort time, they will entirely defert

the river.

W oods.
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Wood:—~The wood of Methven is the only natural one,
of any extent, in the parifb. It covers 152 Scotch a.
cres, and is of confiderable value to the proprictor, Lord
Methven. It is cut in about 18 divificns, at the age of 23
years. It confifts of oaks, many of which have been lately
aliowed to ftand for timber, birch, 8c. The hazel has
been ler at the rent of 13l. to a coal company, for above 20
years. ‘The prefent wood lies a little eaftward of the Caille,
to which it is a great ornament § but anciently it extended
a confiderable diftance to the fouth and well, as s evident
from [ome old oaks ftill remaining in cultivated fields; and
from an old farm which retains the name of Weftwood or
Woodhead, There are hkewife fome {pots of natural wood,
on the banks of the Almond.

Agriculture and Produce, . *.—Within theft 20 years,
the improvements in agriculture have been very great in this
parith, as well as in other places ; and, of confequence, the
rents are much increafed. This is owing to the ule of lime,
which is become wvery general, and is gor at the port of
Perth, cither from Lord Elgin’s lime works, on the Frith

- of

* Thirty years ago, almoflt the whole of this parifh was pof-
fefled in Runrig ; the tenants of 3, 4, 5, or 6 plonghgates,
Living in one Yoawn, as it was called, and occupying a large
tract of ground in that manner.  About one third of the land,
pekt to the houfes, was called fufeld, or Creft land, and was
cropped alternately with oats und barley, the whele dupg be-
ing laid on with the barley. The remainder of the farm was
called Outfeid 3 of which one thuzd, or more, was iu oats, and
the relt in pafture. ‘T'be cattle were folded in fummer, on that
part of the outfield, which was 1o be broken up the enfuing
feafon, aiter which 3 crops of oats were taken; and foraetimes,
if the ground did not {eem to be quite exhauviled, a fourth ;
after which it was left out for pafiure, until it had fo far reco-
vered, as to be able again to undergo the fume operation,
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61s Statigical Account

of Forth, or from Sunderland, Some years ago, there was
alfo a good deal of marl difcovered, with which fome of the
groynds have been manured. Tenants now fee the error
of over cropping their lands, after lime or marl, and there-
fore often fow clover and rye-grafs with their barley crop.
Every poficflor of a few roods of ground, finds it profitable
to fow fome pounds of red clover *. Barley, grafs, oats,
flax, peaie; and beans, are the common crops +. Of late,
fomne wheat has been raifed, but very few turnips. Probably,
however, the farmers, in a few more years, will fee it their
intereft to clean their grounds with a turnip fallow, where
land is fuitable for producing that valuable root; for it leems
to be allowed, that the two great points of hufbandry are,
to keep ground clear of root-weeds, (which cannot be done
fo profitably as by a turnip fallow well drefied ;) and to keep
it always in good heart, (which is to be done by the plenty
- of dang, arifing from the ule of turnips}). The average
rent, per acre, of the cultivated ground, is probably about
10s5. There arc a few acres, in the near neighbourhood of
the village, let at 21 2 s and upwards; and two pretty

large

® When grafs firft began to be introduced as a crop, the
old tenants were much offended ; and their common language
was, ¢ That it was a (hame to fee beaff’'s meat growing where

¢ wuen’s meat (hould grow.”

{+ At an average of 7 years, preceeding 1792, cat meal and
barley gave 145 6d. per boil, Linlithgow meafure. A good
ploughman has 8 L. and his maintenance ; a {ervant maid from .
§25. to 31 ; aday-labourer 1 4.3 and, in public works, from

X 5. to 1 6. 6d. per day,

t This parith owes much of its improvements to Mz Granan
of Barcowan, who brit fet the example of inclofing his tarms,
and gave encouragement to judicious tenants, by granting them
caly %:afcs, and providing them with comfortable houfes.
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lapge farms at 1 ). gs. per acre. ‘This was reckoned high,
9 years ago. when the leafes were granted 3 but, in all pro-
babuiity, will prove a profitable concern.

State of Property.—Two thirds of the parifh belongs to
Lorp MzTHVEN and Mr Gravnam of BarLcowan.
The other third comprehends the eitates of Tippermalloch

and Bachilton, (belonging to Mr Duancan and Mr Ouphant,)

with the fmall property of Wefter Campley, and feveral lit-
tle feus which hold of Lord Methven.—The valued reot is
6400 l. Scotch. The real rent amounts to fomething more
than 3000 L. Sterling, per annum. Almoft the whole of the
parifh was anciently comprchended in the Barony or Lord.
fhip of Methven. While that eftate remained in the Crowna,
various portions of it were granted in feu to different per-
fons ; and the feu duties of thefe lands are now paid to Lord
Methven, as proprietor of the Lord{hip, although the lands

are held of the Crown.

Eeclepaflical State.—The ftipend, by decreet, dated 1670,
is 12 chalders of viftual, two thirds meal, and one third
bear ; with 31. 6s. 8 d. for communion elements : Alo, by
decreet obtained before the Sheriff of Perth, in 1566,
5). 2s. 4d. Sterling of vicarage; carriages for 54 loads of
turfs, and a 120 loads of peats, with other fervices for
plowing the glebe, and carrying the dung. The glcbe cone
fifts of fomewhat more than 14 acres of good ground. The
prefent church is a plain, neat, commodious edifice, and was
built in 1781, in a ftile {fuperior to moft country churches.
Lorp METHVEN 1s patron. The predeceflor of the pre-
{ept ir cumbent, was Dr James Oswarp, well known in the

literary world, who refigned this benefice in 1783, and died
in
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614 Statifttcal Account

in Auguft 1793 ®*. A great proportion of the people are
of the fedt of Antiburgher Ssceders, who have had 2 place
of worihip here about 4o years.

Poor.—Paor’s rates have been eftablifhed here fince 1773,
. 'The heritors pay one. half, according to their valued rent,
3a this.parifth ; and the hovieholders, (who aflefs one ano-

ther,) pay the other half, according to their circamftances :
To

* The Doflor’s immediate predeceflor, was Mr WiLrLram
Monceierr, fettled in 1694. The miniflers between the Re.-
fioration and the Revolution, were Mr Ramsay and Mr Omey;
and, when Prefbyterianifm was re-eftabiifhed in Scotland, ia
1638, Mr Ronzer Morray, of the family of Woodend, a fmall
eltate in this neighbourhood, was then minilter, whofe fon, Mr
Joux Muraav, fucceeded him: They were both eminent in
their times. Joww Dauke of Arcrir’s great-grand-father’s
father, in the muaternal line, was brother to the above Mr Ro.
bert Murray : His name was Wirrram Muezar; he was
minifter of Dyfart ; and there was another brother, THoMas,
who was Preceptor to King Cuaares I. By the interefl of
the preceptor, his nephew, William, fon to the minifter of Dy.
fart, was educated with the young Priace, who contraded fo
%rﬂt an aff:Aion for hia play fellow, that he afterwards created

im Ear] of Dyfart. He married Elizabeth Bruce, of the fa.
mily of Clackmannan, by whom he had two daughters, Er:-
zasETH, Countels of Dysarnr, and MarGarer, married to
Loxp Mavuain, in England. The Countefs married Sir
Lionzr Torremascus ol Helingham, in the county of Suf.
folk, by whom fhe had Liowsr, Earl of Dvsarr, and another
fon ; allfo two daughters, Elizabeth and Catharine. Elizabeth
married Ancoinarp, Grft Duke of Arcyrr, by whom fhe bhad
Joun, the grear Duke, the Earl of Istay, and Aung, married
to Jamss 2d Earl of Burs, and mother to Jouw, the late Earl.
Catharine, the opher daughter, was married, rft, to Jamszs
Loxp Down, fon and heir of Arexanosz Earl of Muvrrar,
and next 1o Joun Earl of Surazarans., The Countefs, after
Six Lronsvr’s death, married the great Duke of LavbsrpaLs,
"Thus the little family of Woonexp, foon connefted itlelf with

_$ome of the belt famulics in both kingdoms.

2 The Universily of Ediabungh
The Wniversity of Glasgow



of Motbven: ® - 614

‘To which is added, the annual intercft of 267 1. bequeathed,
at different times, to the poor of the parith. There are 9
diftri€ts, whofe houfeholders colleét th'e proportions by rota-
tion, and give them to the fchoolmafter, (the treafurer and
clerk of the fund,} who makes a weekly diftribution, com-
monly after divine fervice. In 1775, the number of poor,
oa the ftated lift, was 36, who received weekly 1 1. ros. In
3793, the number is 21, and the weckly expenditurel. 3s. 2d.
The heritors and houfeholders meet twice a year, and fix
the affefiment for the enfuing half year. The feffion have
allo power from the heritors to expend, on occafional poor,
the whole of the weekly colletions, &c. which amount to
about 18 1. per annum: And the late Dr Oswarp be-
queathed 100 l. the intereft of which is to be annually given
to fuch houfeholders, as the feffion know to need a tempo-
rary rclief, but whe do not receive regular fupplics from the
aflefled funds of the panfh. This furcly is a well judged
charity.-

Population.—The population of this parifh has been almoft
flationary within thefe lorty years, as appears from the fol-
lowing table :

Population Table of the Parifb of Methven.

Population in 1753 - - - 1790
 anne 1793 - - - 1486
Decreafle = = - - " 4
Average of births *, for 6 years AT
of deaths, g preceding } 29
of marriages, 1793. 17
. Averape
* The above average of births, is not warranted as accurate,
=1

[
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Average of perfons in Clergymen = - - 2
cach family 41 Schoolmalfters co 2

Inhabitants in villages 400 ¥Farmers above gol. per
in the coun~ ' annuin - 6

try - - 1386 Ditto from goto 3ol. 6
Average of males bap- from joto 15L 2§

tiled - - 24 under 15 1. 83
Ditto of females ~—— 23 Shopkeepers - 18
Number of families 397 OSmiths - - .

houies in the Mafons - - 13
village - 302 Carpeoters « = X5
— ditte inha. Stocking weavers 4

bited by members Shoemakers - 13

of the Eftablifhed Tailors - - 0

Church - 47 Butchers - - 2

ditto by Se- Millers, about - 12

ceders - 55 Perfonsemployedinthe
Widowers - - 19 paper milis - e
Widows - - 69 GGardeoers - - &

Families belooging to the Retailers of malt liquor
+ Eftablifhed Church 171 and {pirits - e
Families of Seceders 226 Flax-drefiers - 19 |
FProprictors - - 5§ Weavers - - 159

Manufalures, Mills, & ¢c.—The principal manufa&ture, car-
ried en here, is that of broad and narrnwfhrnwn linens, broad
and parrow harns, and a few white broad linens. By the
books of the fiamp-mafter here, it appears, that the aumber
of yards brought to his office, in 1787; was 44&95; from
whijch time, the quantity continued to increafe fo faft, chat

laft

as the children of the Antiburghers are baptifed by their own

minifler; and na cerre@® account of their nember can be ob-
sincd, ’
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Iaft year, (1792,) 140,448 yards were ftamped for fale, which,
at an average of g d. per yard, is §,2661. 16s5. Of thefe,
11 twelfths were wove in the parith. But, at prefent, {Au.-
guft 1793.) the temporary ftagnation of manufaftures has
deprived a great number of the hands of their wfuzl em-
ployment. There is likewife a confiderable gquantity of

houfehold cloth wronght here.—There are g corn mills,
in the parifh, one lint mill, one barley miil, one wanlk mill,

and four threfhing wmills. There are likewile two paper
mills, belonging to Meflts Morifon and Lindfay, Perth, which
manufalture, weekly, paper of different kinds, viz.

Of fuperfine poft, foolfcap, &c, 6o Reams,
Of fine and common printing papers go ditto.
Of cartridge, blue, and wrappiog papers 5o ditro,

204G

Markets, t5'c.—Two butchers carry on their bufinefs in
the village, who anoually kill about 2000 fhecp, between
300 and 4oo calves, about 150 fat cattle, and sbout 6o
fwine. Their trade has alfo increafed rapidly. About 13
ypars ago, the buicher market here commenced about the
latter end of Augult, and clofed about the middle of janua-
ry; during which time there were fold, at an average, per
week, 40 carcafes of fheep and goats ; in all about Bgo. Dut,
of late, the public tafte has fo much improved, that there is
no more demand for goats fleth, It is enly 13 years fince
beef was firft expofed to fale in the village. It was a fat ox,
value 4 1.; and the young man, who embarked in the con.
cern, was, thought very injudicious, The fame man now
frequently fells more than one in a week, during the plenti-
fu! {eafon 3 and, for fome of thefe, he has paid 141, and 18l

VoL. X, 41 Thele
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618 Statifical Accouni

Thefe little circum{tances are mentioned to fhew, how much
the manner of living is improved here in fo fhort a time.
About 4 fifths of the mear, expoled to fale in the village, are fold
in the neighbzurhood, and what remains on hand is carried to
Perth: And it may be added, that, in quality and variety,
it is, for the moft part, equal to what is to be had in the
Perth mwarket. Ths trade of killing cattle for the Perth
market was long carried on, to a confiderable extent, by the
inbabitants of this village and neighbourheod; and the Meth-
ven butchers were, about jo or 6o years ago, much richer,
and in better credit, than thofe of Perth,

Roads.—As a great part of the parifh confifts of frong
clay, our roads in winter have beca nvfftchcdl:,r bad, the fta-
tute labour not bring adequats 1o 111}J'mid them in decent re-
pair. But lately, an aét of I’:rlli-vent has been obtained
for a turnpike road between Per..} and CrieH, the line of
which paffes through a grear part of this parilh § and is con-
duted through an uncven country, with a fkill which does
much bonour to the abilities of Mr Abercrombie, the engi-
neer, who direfted it, It will be finifhed in thz courle of
this fealen, (autumn 1793,) and will contribute much to the
lmpmvcmcnt and acéommodation of this country. The
crofs roads are alio aﬂ"ummg a much better appcamncc:, now
that the ftatute labour ig app’ted entirely to them,

Antiguities,The firft mention found of MeTHYEN, In hif-
tory, is about the year 970, when CoLenus, reputed the 7yth
King crf Scotland, is faid o have been killed in its neighbour-
hood, by Roxar p, Thane of Methven, whofe daughter he had
defloweéred. Before 1323, the lands of Methven belonsed to
the 'Muw BRAY'S *, whuﬂ: anceftor, RoGBR MowsRay,

a

' ﬂ. branch uf this famﬂjr afterwards cRablithed itfelf in
Scotland,
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a Norman, came te England with WiLriawm the Conqguerar.
—The firft religious eftablithment here was a Proveliry,
or

Scotland, and became very flourifhing. To Sir Rocrr Mow-
kray belonged the baronies of Kelly, Eckford, Dalmeny, and
Methven, lying in the lhires of Forfar, Roxburgh, Lumnlithgow,
and Perth:  Bur, for adhenng 1o the Baliol and Lnghll: Hi1tE -
reft, his lands were confilcated by Roserr [ vho betlowed
Fekford, Kelly, and Methven, on his fon i law, Warter, the
8th hercditary Lord High Sieward of Scotland, whole {on, Ro-
bert, was afterwards King, and the 2d of the name, in rieht
ol hh mother Marjorvy Bruce, davghter of Roeerr 1. The
Lordihip of M=thven was gr:-mted by him to Warrce Sriw-
arT, Earl of ArTuove, his 2d fon, by Enphame Rols, his 2d
wife ;3 anu, after his forfeiture, remained in the Crown a conlfi-
derable time. It became part of the dowery lands ufually ap-
propriated for the maintenance of the Queen Dowager of Scot-
land, together with the Lordihip and Callle of Em.m and
the lands of Dalgolidder, &c. all of which were fc:t]ed on
Mazrcarer, Queen Dowager of James IV, who, in the year
1524, having divorced her 2d hufband, Archubald Earl of
singus, mariied Henry Stew.rt, 2d fon of Andrew Lord Evan-
dale, afterwards Ochiltree, a defcendant of Robert Duke of
Albany, fon of Kuwg I{nl:u;-rl, I1l. Margaret was the cldeil
daughter of Henry Vil. of England, mn whofe right Jimes VI,
of Scotland, her preat grandion, fuccceded to that Crown, on
the death of Queen LrizasrtH. She procured for her third
hufband a peerage from her fon Jastes V. under the title of
Loxn MeTuvew, anne 1528 and, on this occafion, the barony
of Methven was difloived from the Crown, and erefted 1nto a
Lordthip, in. favour of HHenry Stewart and his beirs male, on
the Queen’s refigning her jointure of the Lordibip of Stirhing.
By Lord Methven fhe had 4 daugliter, who died 1n infancy, be-
fore herfelf. The Queen died at the Caftle of Methven,
1540 and was buried at Perth, belide the budy of King James
1. Lord Metuvewn afterwards married Junet Stewart, daugh-
ter of the Larl of Atholl, by whom he had a fon, Henry LL
Lord Metliven, who married Jean, daughter of PatrELL Lord
Ruruvex, and was killed at Broughion, l-v a cannon ball from
the Caie of Ediburgh, in 1572, leaving a fon, Henry 111,
Lord Methven, whoe died without iffue.  This 3d Lord Metch-
ven is mentioned cn the authority of Srewart’s Gexealsgical Ae.
evunt of the Heufe of Stenvary.  In the year 1584, toe Lﬂrdﬂlip
of Mohven and Dulguindder war conlerred en liopoviok

Dk
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620 Statiftical Account

or Collegiate Church, founded, anno 1433, by WarTer
STEwWART [Larl of ATHoLL, (mentioned below,) who am-
ply endowed it with lands and tythes®, for the falvation of
his {foul, according to the fuperftition of thofe times ; and who
was a principal aétor ¢+ in the horrid murder of King Jamns
I. his own nephew.-—An aifle, which was connefted with
this laft church, appears, from a ftone built in the wall, to
have been erefted by fome of the Royal Family . On this
ftone is fculptured the Royal Lion of Scotland, with the
Crown above ; and there are fome defaced illegible Saxon
charalters below. 'This aifle may have been built by Marga-
ret the Queen Dowager, when fhe refided at the Caftle of
Methven., It is now the burying place of the family of

Methven.
It

Duke of Lexwox, in whofe illultrions family it continned till
it was purchafed, in 1664, by Pareicx Smite of Braco, great
grandfather of the prefent Loarp Meruven, from Charles, the
Jaft Duke ; who dying without iffue, anno 1672, his honours,
(of which Lord Mecthven was one,) with his eftate and heredi-
tary offices, Fell 10 Cuarces LI as his nearelt male heir; the
King’s great grandfather’s father, and the Duke’s being bro-

thers. L

® The rent of the provollry of Methven, foon after the Re-
formation, {as extraéled by Keith from the colle&or’s books, )
was in Scotch money, &e¢. 117l. 6s. 8d. 20 chalders of meal,
and 10 chalders of meal. By other acconnts, the victual ap-
pears to have been 10 chalders more. It feems to have been,
by much, the richell Coilggia:: Church in Scotland. By the
ereftion, there were, befides the proveft, § chaplains of the
choir of Methven.

+ Crawruzp’s Peerage.

1 Scon after his Coronation, anno 1 3006, King Romert
Bruce was defeated by the Englith troops, under the Earl of
Pembroke, near the Caltie of Methven, and found himfelf de-
{erted by molt of his army : After which, he fuffered the great-

- . ’ eft
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It is only neceflary to mention farther, under this article,
that Bessy Berr and Many Gray, celebrated in one of
our moft popular fongs, are faid to have been buried in this
parith, about hslf a mile weflt of the prefent houle of Led-

nock ¥,

Charaller of the People.—The people are {ober and indui-
trious, charitable to the poor, and compaffionate to objels
in diftrefs. They are regular in their attendance on the

ordinances

elt difficulties and diftreffes. 'The account of the battle is thus
given by a modern hiltorian.—* Bruce, having had no time
“to difcipline his men, had formed a camp at Mezthven, near
¢« Perth, which was the head quarter of the Englifh General ;
¢ and there lay, upon the defenfive, well knowing the difadvan.
* tage he was under from his men not being difciplined. He
¢ had already attempted to fuprife Perth; but failing in his de.
¢ fign, he had retired to Methven, from whence he fent a chal-
¢ lenge to the Earl to fight him. According to Barzouve, and
¢ the befl hiltorians, the challenge was accepied ; but, on the
* night before the day appointed, which was the 2oth of July,
¢ while the Scots thought themfelves fecure, and were unpro-
¢ vided for battie, they were attacked, and routed by their ene-
* mies, in the park of Methven.”

Guthrie’s Hifl. of Scotliand, Vol. 1L pag-;r.: 177.

* The common tradition is, that Befly Bell was davghter
of the Laird of Kinvaid, and Mary Gray of the Laird of Led-
nock. Being near neighbours, a great intimacy fubfified be.
tween the young ladies. When they were together at Led-
nock, the pligue broke out, anno 1645 ; to avoid which, they
retired to a romantic fpot, called Buan Breas, on the eflate of
Lednock, where they lived for fome time; bur, afterwards,
caught the infetion from a young gentleman, an admirer of
both, who came to vifit them in their folitude :  And here they
died ; and were buried at fome diltance {rem their bower, near
a beautiful bank of the Almond.

Major Beray, the late proprietor of Lednock, inclofed, with
pious care, the fpot of ground, and confecrated it to the me-
mory of thefe famed and amiable friends.
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612 Statiftical Account

ordinances of religion, without the oftentation ot thofe, who
« thank Ged that they are not as other men’ And it is much
to the honour of both the religious parties in this parifh,
that, in all the intercourfes of common life, they forget that
they worlhip under feparate roofs. The incumbent fcarcely
knows an inftance of the rancour of bigotry, or the petu-
lance of overweening cooccit, among the members of the
two congregations.

N U M.
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