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NUMBER VIIL

PARISH OF FOULDEN.

{County of Berwick—Prefbytery of Chirnfide-—Synod of Mer/e
and Tauwtotdale.)

By the Rev. Doffor Davip Youxe.

F xtﬂd and Sotf,

THE parifh of Foulden, in its form, approaches nearer to
that of a fquare than any other; and, in breadth, is about 2
miles, and in length 23. The foil, on the 5. fide, 15 a flrong
clay ; towards the middle of the parifh it becomes more loamy,
and on the IN. it turns confiderably light.

Cultivation and Produce.—The whole lands in this parifh lay
formerly run.rigg ; which, however unfavourable to improve-
ment, was indifpenfably neceffary, as a bond of defence in
thofe days, when the inhabitants of the Borders were in the
practice of committing depredations upon one another. Al-
though thele adts of plunder were relinquithed, aftér the revolu-

tiogin 1688, it wasnot till within thefe 40 years, that a full divi-
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fion of property took place ; but fince the lands were divided,
they have been in general well inclafed, and brought to a conw
fiicrable degree of cultivation. They yicld plentiful crops
of wheat, barley, oats, peale, turnips, potatoes, and grafs.

Rents, Cattle, %8c.—Although thefe lands fully bear the
above defcription of foil and good quazlity, the belt of them,
excepting fome crofts, were let no higher than ros. per acre;

_but fince the old leafcs expired, they are now advanced from
10s., to 205., 308., and even 4os., which is not too high, con-
fidering the fhort diflance from market and lime, Formerly,
a large traft of land, on the north fide of the parifh, called
Foulden Muir, was occupied by the refidenters in the village,
by way of ftents, or pafture for cows and horles, and, in that
ftate, paid very little rent. The grafs of thele grounds being.
always in great plenty, and of good quality, {uggefied the
advantage of bringing them into 2 flate of cultivation. About
32 years ago, when improvements in agriculture were intro-
duced into this part of the country, this piece of land was
accordingly plowed up, and yeilded a profufe crop, from a
good foil. It was foon after let out into diffcrent farms, which
now pay about gool. of yearly rent, Some part of this land
has been found unfit for hufbindry, and is lately planted with
firs, which promifle 2 good return indue time, Lime is very
much ufed in this part of the country. There is {hell marl
in the parith, but it has never been properly tried ; and, for a
number of years pafl, it has been entirely neglefted. There
is nothiog remarkable in the mode of hufbandry, nor in the in-
ftruments employed in it. The breeding or feeding of fheep
has not been tried here, although great part of the lands are
very fit for both purpofes. The late proprictor had a fina
tafte for the breeding and feeding of cattle. FHis horfes were

the belt in the cduntry, and it is but 3 years fince the laft
of
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of his breed of oxen were fold. One ox weighed 128 flone]
and was of a very fine fhape and make.

Climate, River, €9¢.—This parith, and fome other lands ad«
Joining, ftand upon a confiderable elevation, which continues
to rife, towards the N., for 2 miles; and then flopes gradually,
until it reaches cthe fea banks, which are very high and rocky.
There is a river, called MWbiutadder, which runs on the S.
fide, and empties itfelf 1nto the Tweed, near Berwick. The
bed of the river is very deep, being in no place under 4o
yards, and in many places o yards, from the top of the bank.
Thefe banks ere cut, upon the N. fide, into very deep dens
by nature, through which rivulets of water run, from the
whole lands in the neighbourhoeod, throughout the year. Thefo
circumftances, added to an almoft unbounded profpeét to the
S, and W., muft contribute to render the air pure and dry,
and confequently lefs fufceptible of noxious or infeftious
taints. It has been frequently remarked here, thar the difs
eafes, which are peculiar to our climate, fuch as intermittent
and common continued fevers, putrid fever, and fore throat,
are fcarce known amongit us, whilit they are fometimes very
frequent and mortal, in the parifhes immediately adjoining;
Thefe difeafles have indeed made their appearance here at fuch
times, but unaccompanied with that malignity, which rendered
them fo fatal to thofe attacked with them, in lefs elevated
and more moift fituations. For thefe 7 years and upwards,
only one young perfon has died, a female of 16 years of age,
and one child. Good health is enjoyed through life, with
very little interruption ; and, except thele two, none have
died (refiding in this pariik), during the sbove mentioned
period, who had not reached at leaft 60 years; and it is not
unnfrequent to attain the age of 80, and even go years, in the

full poficflion of every faculty.
Popalation,
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Population.~As the records have not been regularly kept,
the ancient fiate of the population cannot be precifely afcer-
tained. A confiderable village, containing about 6o families,
being now reduced to 16 only, is fuppofed to have diminifhed
the population; and it is the opinion of old refidenters, that
the number of fouls is not fo great now, as 1t was 40 years ago;
although, upon comparing the average of baptilms for the
laft 5 years, with that of the fame number of years half a
century ago, there appears to be very little difference. Hence
fome incline to think, that although a number of old people
have died, and feveral others have left the bonnds to refide
elfewhere, the permanent population 1s ftill pearly the fame ;
and the reafon they give, is, that feveral new farms have been
erefted, with a nurober of houfes, containing many families,
which bear a near proportion to the redu&tion, which has taken
place 1n the village. The former opinion, however, feems
pearell the truth, the return to Dr. Webfler, 1n 1555, having
been - = - - - - - - 463
And the number cf perfons ar prefent (1993), being only 344

Decreale, - 121

Annual average of births, =~ 6 Perfons under 1o years of age, 100

marriages, = I between ¥o and 20, - 40
¢eaths, - 1 20apd §o, = 170
Number of males, - - I70 soandf0, =~ 30
e s, fc¥8] 05, - 174 - soadge, - 4

Ecclefafical State.—The number of Seceders is-yvery in-
confiderable ; fo that the people, in general, attend the ordi-
nances of religion in the parifh church ; which was rebuilt in
3786. The manfle was built about 14 vears before. The ftipend,
by a late decreer of angmentation, is ¢6l. 105, 1n money,
and three chalders and a half of barlcy and oatmeal, equal
parts, There it 2a allowance of 2., 105, for the expences of
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the facrament; and the glebe and garden is worth 20l. Sterling,
Jaurs Wiikie of FouLpew, Efg. is patron*.

Autrguities.—Lhere is an old ruin, called Fow/den, which
appears to have been a place of fecurity and ftrength, in the
times of the Border contefis. There 1s alio 2 property, called
Nunlandr, where there was an eftablitfhment of nuns in former
times ; but norecord or tradition has been met with, that gives
sny hiftory of either .

Markets and Roads.—Thereare 2 fairs held anpuoally in the
village ; but little or no bufinels is done at them. A very
few egttie appear fometimes for fale, and a imall quantity of
wool. Formerly, great cuantities of [hoes were fold at the
fairs here, and were bought by the people in Northumber-
land.—The roads in this neighbourhooed have lately under-
gone a great repair, in confequence of leveral turnpikes hava
ing been erefed.

NUMBER

© % 'Fhe prefent incambent fucceeded Mr Joan Boenanan, whofe predecefs
or, Mr Ronzar Panr, was the firft Profbyterian miniflér of this parith after
the Revolution in 1688 ¢ the Epifenpal clergyman having continued in the
tharge about cleven years after Prefbyterian church-government was cftablifhe
¥ Scotland.

+ Therc was allo a fortified wall oo the calt end of the village of Foulden,
‘the remains of which were taken down fome years ago. The chief defign of
#t féemns to have been, for a defence 1o the refidence of Lorn Ross, who tock
0 wiétive part in the-wars between England and 8cotland, and who was pn:-Prm-
g of the cfiste of Foulden in thofe days. - " pgw
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