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NUMBER XVL

PARISH OF DUNNOTTAR.

(County of Kincardine—Prefbytery of Fordoun—Synad of
Angus and Mearns.)

By the Rev. Mr. Janes Warker, Minifier.

Narme, Extent, and Situation.

UNNOTTAR is faid to have been anciently written
Dunotyr, which is of Gaelic original, derived from the
fituation of the old caftle bearing that name, the ruins of
which {land upon a rock on the coaft, almolt infulated from
the land.—This parifh is nearly of a triangular form, extend-
ing about 4 miles on vach fide, It is divided almoft into two
equal parts, by a den, or hollow, which takes its origin at
the N. E, angle ; and, widening as it reaches the fouthern
boundary, gives btginniug to the great Flow, or Hollow of the
Mearns ; which alfo extends through the fhire of Angus,
under the name ol Strathmeore; being bounded all along, on
the W., by the chain of the Grampian mountains, which
reach obliquely acrofs the ifland, from this neighbourhood to

the weflt coalt *.
w Surface,

"Hm it may be obferved, that along this hollow appears to have been the
line
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Swurface, Soil, and Alinerals.—~The furface of this parith,
m genfral, 1s uneven, with fmall l'iﬁngs, but no confiderable
hill.  The foil is vartons: Toward the fea coaft, loamy and
clayey; in the middle, wet and molly ; towards the Weft,
grovelly and moorith,  The frata appear, both from the fea
cenil and inland quarries, to fecp toward the S. W.; whicl
ol:ieiv:tion 1s aifu applicable to all the country round. The foil
is ful ol ronnd fwall flones, of various kinds, having the
appearance of being water-worn,  Thefe flones are very ufes
fui for improvement, in filling drains in wet land, almofl
cvevy field having fufliciency in itfelf; and the harbour is
furrounded with cxcellent free-ftone quarries, of a moft dur-
able quality, which prove extremely valuable for building,

Climate, Difeales, Rivulets, &c.~~"The air and climate here
are much the fame as along the whole eaft coaft; variable,

giving

line of march, which all invaders from England followed, at the different periods
when they over-run Scotland. ‘o this they were particularly directed, by the
{fordable pullages of the river Tay, above the flow of the tide at Perth, and con-
fined by the Grampian chain on the weft,  The progrefs of the Romans, parti-
cularly, in this dirc§ion, is evident, from a regular feries of encampments all
the way along the feot of the bills. And ir appears probable, that in this neigh-
bourhood, whore the lalls join with the fea, the fumous battle was foughe, nar-
rated by Tacivus, of the Scoteh, under Gavcacus, with the Romans, ftopt at
th: end of their progrefs, by the mountains and morafics; which are defcribed
as being at the foot of the Grampians, in fight of the Ruman fleet. DBut at no
cther place in Scotland do the Grampian hills approach the fe.. And in the
neighbouring parifh of Fettereffo, abeat three miles to the northward of this
place, there are the remains of a very large irregular camp in the hills, ftrongly
entrenched on the quarter next the fea.  This would fcem to have belonged to
the Scorch army; whereas, at the dillance of about two miles farther down, clofe
to a flat fea beach, there were evident velliges of a Roman camp, 2 few yeurs
aro, though they are now defaced by the improvement of the ground. Awnd
upon a moor nigh to the fuppofed Scotch camp, there are a number-of tanmll;
indicating it to bave been the ficld of battle.
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216 Statiftical Account

giving occafion to theumatilm and confumption; but not re.
markable for any other difeale. Apgues are bere quite un-
known, though prevalent thmugh all the parlﬂ‘ie:; to the
fouthvard.—No nivers run through this parifh, but feveral
{mall rivulets, which chielly find their way inio the Carron
upon the IN.; the reft of the water running toward the
foutt.ern boundary, and forming there a fmall flream. In
the Carron there are excellent trouts, and at 1ts mouth a fal-
mon filhing in the fea, of which the produce is very incon-

{fiderable.

Sea Coafl and Fowlsr.—The f{ea coall is very bold, formed
of the plumb.pudding rock, and containing feveral deep caves.
The moft remarkable part of the coaft 1s called Fow/s-beugh,
about a mile mn extent, and 3o fathoms high, inbabited by
fea fowls ; fuch as gulls, coots, and kittyweaks, in fuch num-
bers, that it 1s an employment, dunng the fummer months,
to climb thefe perpendicular rocks, by the help of a rope tied
round a man’s middle, in which he is let down from the top
to catch the fowls. The feathers and down of thefe fowls are
in great demand ; and the kittyweaks, whofe flefh refembles
that of folan geefe, are fold at hugh prices in the neighbour.
ing towns. A rent of about al. 210s. is paid to the proprictor
for the liberty of catcliing the fowls: And 6 men are coms-
monly employed in the work ; 5 of thefe being required to
let down and draw up the perfon in the rope. Thele fea fawls
arc all migratory, appearing in April, and removing fouth.
ward in September,

Tifl, and Kelp.—The filhicg, vpon this part of the coaft,
has much declined for fome years pult, the fea not producing
mear its ufual quantity : But what arc caught, are of excellent
_g}:ﬁlitj". Thiee boats and a yuwl, with 6 men in each, are

ccmmonly
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enmmanly emoioyed from this parith, The fith caught are cad,
lisgy bud foews, whinng:, and flounders; befides a conliderable
quantity of erabs and lobfiers, wlich are moilly conlumed in
the neighbourbwod. Some kelp 1s made ::.]nng this coail,
once in three years, the fea weed requiring that time to grow,
But the quantity 1s very inconfiderable,

Town and Harbowr.—At the N. I., corner of the parnifh,
whore the Cavron runs into the fea, 15 fitnated the {mall town
of SroNenaven, or Stoveuivi,  ‘The principal circumftance
clfvrvable wich refpect to ity 1s its harbour, for wliich there
35 the bell patural fitwavion. It 1s a balon, {hicliered from the
3. E. by a verv high rock, wiich ftands out into the fea;
aud on the N. E. there is a head, or quay, which in fome
meature defends it from that quarter. At high tides there is
a depth of 22 feet water at the entrance.  If the prelent quay
were carried farther our, and another built oppofite to it, vel-
fels could lie in perfedl fafety. And it would be of the utmoit
importance to all the fhipping upon the E. coaft of Scotland,
that fome improvement of this kind were made : For there
is not a havbour betwixt the Frith of Forth and Cromarty,
that vell)s in dilteels can fo eafily get into; as all the fea~
faring people can bear witnefs, A fmull aid from govern-
ment would be requifite for this improvement, to be joined
to the fhore-dues and private contributions.

Commerce and Government.—There 15 very little trade here,
except by 3 or 4 fmall vellels, which are employed for fup-
piying the neighbourhood, in bringing lime and coals from
Sunderland and the Frith of Foirth, with a few cargones of
wood, iron and flax from the Baltic®. The town confifts of

Vor. XI. Ee - feus

* This twwn, as well as the refll of the parifh, has Juboured under & great
difadvangage
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feus granted Ly the Earis Al fycfal of Scotland, within wlofe
eltate it was fituated. It is a burgh ol bareny, of winch the
jurildiction, by charter, 15 veited in magilirates, chofen by
the fuperior and leners.  Thie principal fupport of the town
has been derived fiom tiie therift court of the county, which
has its feat here ;—retal fhops for the accommodituon of the
ncighbourhoed ;—commitlicn upon flax given out to Ipin tor
manufactures in Aberdeen and Montrole ;—and the provifion
for Ihipping. which UL‘L‘J.II!{}I].H.}].J' put in here, or are detamned
by contrary winds.~—The number of procurators, or attor-

nies, before the theril court, is 3.

Alanufuitures.—In point of natural fituation, no place has
greater advantages, for the cilablifiment of manufultures,
than Stonehaven, having a good fea part, an excellent com-
mand of running water, a populous diftrick of country around
it, and abounding with the beft [pinners t. In the courle of
laft vear (15492Y), fome branches of manufacture, of the Ofna-

A F9i ) *
burgh, fheeting, linen cheane, and cotton woolley kinds, have
AT B q ¥ ’
been here fet on foot, chieflly by merchants in Arbroath.

Thele manufactures are as yet but 1n their infancy ; but are
¥y ¥
propoled

difadvantage for many years paft, by being part ol the forfeirures of 37713, fold
to the York Building Company. The affuirs of that Company having fallen
inta diforder, about the year 1740, cver fince that perivd there has been no fue
perior to forward the trade, and fuperintend the police of Stonehaven © And few
of its inhabitants being poflefled of any Nock, little was to be expedted from
themn. Hence all improvement was prevented, and maters continged in the

fame ftate of backwardnels,

+A confiderable manufaftare of fuilecloth was carricd on here fome yrars
ago, by a merchant in Abcrdeen, wisichi employed about 5@ looms within the
tows, aod x5 in the ncighbourhood, Dut though attended with preat fuccels,

1t wras given up, upon the death of that gentlanan, and an ead put to the wads

:of, thw place fince that pericd.
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propofued to be confiderably extended. Their prefent flate is

a; tollows :

The number of weavers employed §s 42, whe earn, at an average,

Ba Bed. per week, amounting in the vear to - - - L.gif% 4 e
Six flaxdrefers, at 1os. per week, amoeunting to - - ish o o
T welve E.J.".Jm::'r:r:-., 5o DU Wec i;, - - - . 156 o o

Total wapes paid tomanufaflurers in the year, - L.iz30 4 a

And, fince the commencement of the prefent year (1793),
another manufeQlure of fail-cleth has been eitablithed, con-
taining 12 locms, requiring a capital of 3zo0cl, each. Putto
fhew to what extent the manufadtures might be carvied here,
it is to be obierved, that there are wages given to fpinners in
this neighbourhood, by perfons in Stonehaven, who give out
flax for manufafturers here and in other places, to the annual
amcunt of 26521 gs. 6d. Of this fum, a Jarge proportion is
on account of manufaftures in Aberdeen, Moutrofe, and Ar-
broath, which bave the burden of carriage of the flax and fea
turn of the yarn, to and from thefe towns, ar the relpeélive
dittunces of 15, 22, and 36 miles, To Montrofc alone, there
arc fent, weekly, at an average, jocwt. of yarn throughout
the year.

Manner of Living.—The ftyle of living here is much above
what might be fuppofed in fo fmall a town, pofieffed of fo
little trade. But it 1s much to be regretted, that among the
tradefmen, and lower fort of people, the pradlice of drinking
Ipicits is much too prevalent, to the ruin of their merals,
ealth, and circumflances., The native beverage of our coun-
try, ale, 1s defpifed, though it is fitted to fupport the labourer
for his work, and encourages agriculture and manufa@ures;
while fpirits, which enervate body and mind, alfo conflume
tiie profit of lubour, '

Ee2 Rmuur‘
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L ovorwe, Daveres, Uc.—Th= public revenue of Stonchaven

3 A F
cortifts chicfly of the fhzre dites, amounting annu lly toaboug
1, in which there bhas been a very great wmcresis of late

yvears, frow the great quantity of lme brought by fea, for

the imprﬂt'cnn{‘:’: of lands 1n the I:l‘.-E;1.5'itml1']hu1ud.—-—U;ml‘| wil
average of 3 years, rc,;06 balls yoarly have been imported
from Sunderland and from the Frith of Forth, each boll bea
ing 128 Scotch }}Ellti. The reit af the revenue ariles from
4 fairs in the year, and fome [mail patches ot ground, pro-
ucine together about 225 more.,  This fum, 1f pronerly ana
d a togetl bout 22| Ihis fum, 1f properly aj
phied, would do much to the improvement of the harbour:
Bur, till of late wears, it has bzen levied to little account.
¥rom this fund, however, the town has lately been provided
in excellent water, conveyed in leaden pipes; the {treets put

in geod repair ; and a new {teeple built, with a public clock,

Fuel.—~No lime-ltone or coals have ever been difecvered in
this neighbourhoed ; nor are there the leaft indications ol
them. The general fuel of Stoachaven, ui corls, however,
which are brought partly from the Frith of Vorth, and partly
from Newcallle and Sunderland: The Scotch coal at the
ufual rate of 8s. 6d. pzr ball, of 72 flone ; the Enghith at 3s.
for 23 flone avoirdupoile ; el which the lait are found cheapeilt
and moft economical®*. But while coals are fo heavily taxed,
the greateft bar is laid in the way of manufadtures and im-
provement; which is here the more fenfibly felt, as our neigh-
bours in Forflarfhire, from = local exception, are free from
this obnoxious tax, no duty being paid, on Scotch coal, all
along the coaft of Fife and Angus, ull they are brought to
the borders of this county. Bur it is with great pleafure we
vnderftand, that government have it in view to grant us re-
tief in this neceflary article. Peats in this neighbourbood

are
1 1193 Scotch ¢oal was up at 1T+, and Englith at 3s. 64,
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sre fo very diltant (about 6 miles), that every perfon is con-
vinced that coals, even high priced as they are, yield the
cheapelt fire.

Population—Notwithftanding all the difadvantages this pa
rifh has long luboured under, there has been 2 gradual increafe
of the population within thefe 42 years, as appears from the
following comparative view of feveral exact enumerations,
t+ken at different periods.

Inereafy
In 1753, the totalnumber of fuuls, returned to Dr. Webiter, was 1590

In 1772, there were in thetown, 913, inthecountry, 939; toral 1862 253

In 1775, 937 ———m—-— 942; — 1869 =
In 1791, o012, —— 394; —— 1906 37
L ry9z, 1071, ——— 890; —— 1962 16

Total increale within thele 40 years, - - - 393

It appears, however, that the number has been almofl fta.
tionary for the laft 20 years, with only a fmall addition in the
town, of late, owing to the eftablithment of the new manu-
fuftures, and a trifling decreale in the country, from the ex-
pullion of cottagers by the farmers.

It has been found impoflible to keep bills of mortality,
with any accuracy, owing to {everal circumftances. The peo-
ple never were in the praftice of regularly giving in their
childrens names for regiftration, perticularly the Diflenters ;
and fince the impofition of the late tax, hardly any have ap-
plied for that purpofe®. The number of births entered on

the

* In the law refpe®ing the tax on births and burials, there appears 3 defed
of net enadting a compulfatory upon people to regiftrate, agreeable to the fpirit
of the a&, by empowering the keeper of each parifh regifter to fue defsnlere;
i. ey

2

= The Uneversily of Ed:nburgh
Thie Universily,of Glasgow



222 Steitflical Aeesunt

the regiller, hias genervally been only abour 25. The numbercf
marriages 13 alcertained, by the proclamation hif}, to be, at an
average, 5. A regifer of deaths has never been attempted
Lor ; ant to ottain any accuracy in it, would be 111!l mere
bsBoult than with refpeft to births, as not one half of the
peopic who die in this pariih are buried within it, but are
carsied to the neighbouring panih of Fetterefio, partly to the
church-yard there, and parily to the burving ground of an
uvld chapel within its bounds +.

Produce.~—With refpelt to produce, this parifh is more
than {ufficient to fupply itfelf, affording confiderable guantities
of bear, barley and mcal, to the Aberdesn market, which
forms the ftandard price here, after deducing the expence of
carriage. Since the late fale of the York Buildings Company’s

lands,

and recover a peralty @ whereas it is anly enadled, that every perfon eraviap 2
regifiration, fhall pay fuch a tax. A now regulation te this purpole appears w
be a very proper improvement of our policc.

$ From the flizhtelt obfervation, the deaths appear confiderably tn exceed
the birthe, en account of numbers of old people, and perfous decayed, both
mn health apd circemftances, who retire to Stoneliaven from the nfngi‘lhuurir‘rg
parifhes, when unable to hold poffiflions in the country. It is alfo ebfervabie,
that actwithftanding the decay of manulodlures for feveral years, already men-
ticned, yet the vopulation of Stenchaven not only continued nearly the fame,
bur alle 2 confiderable addition of Ijui]dinga fraa i'prcnd cut from it, inte the ncigha
bouring parith of Fewtercflo, which is fepuarated from it only by the Carron.
This circumftance 38 te be explained from the [late of the adjacent country.
Upon the tale of the York Duiding Company’s lands in the parifhes of Dun-
nottar and FetterefTo, a confiderable revolution taok place, by cje@ced cottagers
removing frem the country to the town.  And from the progrefs of improve-
ment upen thefe cftates, fnce that time, not only thefe perfons find employment
as day-labourers, but 3 number of ftrangers from other places have been drawn
Birher for the fame purpofe. AN thefe have fought refidence in Stonchaven;
which has cecalioned the increafe of houfes,and kept up thic population without

‘e affillance of manufa®ures or rade.
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lands, enclofing and planting have been rapidly carried for-
ward. Hard wood and larches are found to fucceed beft, par-
ticularly the latter. Scotch firs are moft backward.-~—The
moft general crops of grain are bear and oats, with very little
barley, and no wheat. Turnips and potatoes are likewifa
very much caltivated. The culture of turnips particularly,
has been greatly extended, which here fucceed remarkably
well. Formerly they were chiefly ufed for fattening cattle;
but, of late, the high prices have induced moft people to ufz
them for rearing. T1hey are commonly fown in broad caft
with moft advantage, the foil being generally dry, A con-
fiderable quantity of clover and rye-grafls is now fown; but
not fo much as 1s requifite for good farming ; the horfes being
chiefly fed upon firaw, and the ground not {ufficiently refted
after improvement by fallow and lime. '

State of Property.—A very accurate map of this county
was executed in the year 1774 ; by which it appears, that in
the parith of Dunnottar there are 6418 Scotch acres; of
which about 36co may bhe fuppofed arable, the reft being
green pafture and moor. The greateft part of the land lies
open; and much of it is let in {mall parcels, from g4 to 10
acres, The rent is various, according to the different foils
and the diftance from Stonehaven, being from 8s. to 2. per
acre. Few farms are above gol. rent. The whole rent of the
parifh is about a210cl. The heritors are 4 in number, of
whom only 1 refides within its bounds.

Cattle—~The labour is here chiefly pesrformed by horfes;
there being 188 work horfes in the parith, and only 24 oxen.
—There is only 1 farm in the parith with a ftock of fheep;
but they have never been attended with any fuccefs.

£ That University af Edinburgh
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Prices of Labour.—The inhabitants of the country parilly
are moitly farmers and cottagers, with very few tradefmen ;
thefe latter commonly refiding in Stonehaven. Of late, ths
pra&ice, of farmers letting ground to cottagers who do their
work, is much laid alide; and they either kcep their fervants
in their own families, or depend upon Iabourers from the
town. The ordinary wages of a farm fervant or ploughman,
living in his mailer’s family, are from 6L to 7l. per annum:
The wages of a labourer, per day, from 10d. to 1s., without
victuals ; and, in harvefl, the fame wages, with viftpals. The
women, in this neighbourhood, are geacrally employed in {pin-
ning flax to manufacturers in Aberdeen and Montrofe, as well
as Stonehaven, by which they gain, in ordinary times, abont 3a.
per week. But of Jate, the price of fpinniag has fo much
advanced, by the increafed demand, that many reach as high
a5 45. per week. Of confequence, the wages of women fer-
vants are alfo raifed to about 2l. 1¢s., and 3l. per annom;
and zl. for harvell work, when engaged for by itlelf.

Poor.—Since the introdu@ion of improvements in Iand, and
the eftablifhment of manufaftores in thisﬂne]ghhﬂurhﬂnﬂ', the
number of poor in Stonchaven has greatly increafed ; parily
owing to the cottagers and old peopl: being banithed from
the country around, and repairing to the town; and partly
to the Juxury too commonly introduced by high wages among
labourers and tradefmep ; fo that they ftill rife in their ex-
pences above the proportion of their gains. The number of
poor now receiving alms in this parilh is 72, of whom 25 are
refident in the country, and 46 in the town. The annual
fom expended upon them, of public charity, is about gol,,
of which 33l. arifes from the weekly colle&tions at the church,

upon an sverage of feveral years paft; and the reft from in-
terel¥
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of Dunnottar. 225
terelt of 2 fum funded for their benefit, and the feveral in-
cidents in the parith, fuch as fines, proclamation of banns,
and burials. In the country, the poor, being generally fober
and induftrious, earn a large thare of their own maintenance.
In the town, befides relief from the public funds, the poor
receive frequent fupplies from charitable perfons, in private,
otherwife a legal affeffment would be neceffary ; which has
never yet taken place in this part of the conntry.

Ecclefiaftical State and School—The eftablifhed clergyman,
by a late augmtnlatinn, has a living of about 1gl. value,
befides 2 glebe, which might rent at about 8l. 'The church
was rebuilt in 1782, and the manfe in 1986, In Stonehaven
there are 2 diflenting meetings, one of the qualified Epilco~
palians of the Church of England ; the other of Scotch Epif-
copalians®; to each of which belong about 150 fouls.—The
parith {chool is placed in Stonehaven, where there is a very
confiderable number of {cholars, having {ometimes amounted
to 100, The falary and emoluments may be about 40l.; and
in fome years have amounted to §ol. in proportion to the
number of {cholars, and the activity of the teacher .

Vor XI. Ff Roadls,

% The Epifcopal nonjurant principie wasmofl prevalent in chis nelghbourhood,
for many years after the late rebellions, owing to attachment to the forfeited
Makiscuar family. But the fpirit of that feét has here fuhﬁﬁtd, as well as in
other places; and the people of the diflerent communions live topether in the
greatelt harmony. As an inftance of the liberality of mind fublifting among
them, iu the year 1582, when the parifh church was rebuilding, the clergyman,
with the congregation, had accels tv the qualified Eriscorar meeting-houle, to

perlorm divine fervice; and the two congregations were blended at edch of the
{crvices.

t There are few objechs, that merit more of the public attention than the edus
cation of youth, and the improvement of our fchools, which,in general, theopgh-
eut Scotland, are in a lamentable Gtuation. [t would feem, that by ;M

' 4
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Roads.—Two highways pals through this parith; the one
direitly for Perth, the other being the poft road from Edin.
burgh along the coaft, by Dundee, Arbroath, and Montrofe ;
which two roads, uniting at Stonehaven, are continued in one
to Aberdeen. It muft be acknowledged, that no highways
in Scotland are in worfe condition ; the ftatute labour having
been very imperfely applied, although there is reafon to
believe, it would have been tolerably fufficient for their {up-
port, 1f commuted for mouey; the country being populous,
and there being no great towns to cccafion heavy carriages,
The fame remark may be applied to the greateft part of
this country But, by the ruinous {late into which the high-
ways have fallen, the county have become fenfible of the ne-
ceflity of turnpikes, for which an application is refolved to
be made to parliament next fefion, as well as for 2 commuta-
tion of the ftatute labour,

Caflle.—The CasTLE of DUNNOTTAR, now in ruins, is the
o:ly antiquity, in this parifh, deferving particular attention.
It is fituated on a perpendicular rock, level on the top, of
feveral acres extent, projefting into the fea, and almoft feps-
rated from the land by a very deep chalm, By this fituation,
it forms one of the moft majeflic ruins in Scotland. From
fome old papers flill extant 4, it appears, that upon this rock
was formerly fitnated the parifth church; and that the fortreis

wWas

to muke them all Latin fchools, their end is much loft. Perhape the ercdtion
of only a few of thefe, with an anpual vifitation of the whele, by the Commil-
fioners of Supply and Protbytery of the bounds, would be attended with the beft
eflcéts, Thele vifitors might alfu have the power of fizing and augmenting the
falary cach year, to be aflcfled upon the refpedtive parifhes, according to the
marit of the teacher. ’ '

fmlpl]:crs are in the cultedy of Mr. Kzits of RavetsTone, who can
*wlm account of this place
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]

was built there, during the conteft between the parties of
‘Bruce.and Barior, by an anceftor of the Marilchal family ;
who acquired this right, upon condition of building a parifh
church ina more convenient place, which probably occafioned
a tranflation to the prefent fituation. Before the ufe of artil-
lery, this caftle, from its fituation, muft have been altogethel

mprcgnabl: t; but, by the modern art of war, could be eafily
Ffa approached,

f Tts great reputation for Brength gave occafion to a circumilance which reg-
dered it very reroarkable. The Recaviaof Scotiand (the crown, fceptre angd
fward), were &quﬁtad here, in the year 1661, to preferve them from the Eng-
1ifh army, which over-ran this country during the civil wars of that period. Be-
.ing lodged ia this place by order of the Privy Council of Scotland, Earl Man -
scmaL, proprictor of the caftle, obtained from the public a garrifon, with an or-
der for fuitable ammunition and provifions. He, joining the King’s forces in
England, appointed Groace Ociivy of Bawrzas, a neighbouring proprictor,
who had been officer for feveral years in the King's fervice, to be lieutenant
governor of the caftle. This truft Mr. Ogilvy meintained with the greateft
refalution. For after sll the other forts and places of Rrength in Scotiand were
reduced by the Eoglifh army, & body of troops, under the command of Lambert,
fat down before Dunnottar. It was firft fummmoned te furrender in November
163x, and repeatedly afterwards during the courfe of the winter, Abdnt ﬂ;e
beginning of May following, the fiege was converted into a blockade, And
though Oovernor QaiLvy was in the greateft [traits for provificos and ammu.
mitior;’ with a moll [canty garrifon, and though he received orders from ;thn
Earl Marifchal, by that time a priloner in London, te deliver up the place, and
was repeatedly urged by the Chancellor of Scodand, and others, to convey away
the regalix to fome fecure place in the Hi_g'h]qndn, and theyealter capitulsce ;
yet he fiill held out, tili prefled by famine, and by the mutiny of the garrilog,
and having found means to convey the regalia privately to the clergyman of
Kincrieff, in which parith Mr. Ogiivy's property chmﬂy lay, he at [aft capitu-
lated upon honourable terms. The Englith, not finding the ng-ﬂi;. as they
expefted, were highly difappoinced, and thut up the Governor and his wife
clofe prifoners for a year, uling every feverity or allurement for years afterwards,
to induce them to s difcovery : Baotin wain. Mr. ﬂgilﬂ_r continued his Sdelity
duoring all the Interval, 'till the reftoration of Charles Il. ; when, addreffing
i, he made known his truft, and reccived orders to deliver the fegulia fo'the
Easl
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approached, and commanded on every fide. Inthe year 1683,
Dunpottar Caftle was employed as a place of confinement
for a body of Preibyterians, to the number of 16 men and
women, who had been {eized at different times in the wefl of
Scmlﬂnd duging the perfecution under Charles 11. ; and aftey
being fome time prifoners in Edinburgh, were fent to Dunnot.
far, upon the news of Argyll’s invafion. Here they were treated
with the greatelt cruelty, which is particularly deferibed in
;i’aadraw"s H{'ﬂarj;ﬁ the whole number being confined, during
the warmeft feafon of the year, in one vault, which is flill
to be feen entire, and called ** the Whig's PVault.” A lift of
their pames is upon record, in the [periff-court office of the
county; and a grave llone, in the church-yard of Dunnottar,
placed upon a number of them who died under confinemente,
narrates the fa&t.  The falle policy of thofe times requires no
comment : And it mult afford fatisfa&ion to every liberal
mind to refleét, that the principles of toleration are now fully
eltablifhed ; which not omly fecure the rights of confcience to
every individual, but alfo tend,  1n a high degree, to preferve
the peace of foc:ety, if nat abujed and pervertad by fa&tious
and defigning men.

Fﬁam&:r,

Far] Marilchal, who granted a yeceipt for them, which isin the cultody of the
family of Barras at this time, '

For all this fteady fervice eo the Crown, attended in its confequences with
many years confinement, and much lofs of property, Governor Ogilvy received
po farther.mark of royal favour, or reward, hue the #itte of Baronet, and a new
coat of arms, exprefiive uf the adtion, as the motto bears, * PaxcLARUM REGE
“ T ALGNO sERVITIUM ;" while fome other | erfons, of higher interefl, claim-
ing merit on the fame grouud, received ample honours and emoluments. The
whole original letters, relating to the fiege of Dunnottar, and the prefervation of
the regalia, are in the Pnﬂ'clliun ::lf Sir Dnvm Qaarvry, fref:nt proprictor u‘
.’B.i.l.ul, ;n. this pardh
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Eharaéler.—The labouring people in the country, in gene.
ral, are very fober and induftrious. Thofe in the town, are
of the {ame chara@ler as in other towns along this coaft. It
is to be regretted, that the depopulation of the country, by
banifhing cottagers into towns, has fo much prevailed every
where of late; by which the breed of men is cocevated, theis
morals corrupted, and the firength-of the flate impaired. Iy
is from the temperate and healthy family of the country ls.
bourer, or tradeimsn, and not from thé loathiome fink of »
town, that the race is to be fought, who are to cultivate ouc
fields, or defend our property in the time of danger. In ge-
neral, the charaller, of charity may with great juftice be
afcribed .to the body of thé people here ;-fo that nd fubje& of
difirefs can be long without relief voluntarily offered. - And
perhaps, in n moral view, the encouragement of TRIS VIRTOE
may be none of the lJeafl arguments ageindl the eftablifhment
of poer’s rates. For the exercife of private charity, and come
Mﬂﬂ, wufl qfwn;: decline where there ir a pubiic affeffment.
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