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NUMBER XXXIL
PARISH OF CRIMOND,

(County and Synod of .Abevdien— Prefbytery of Deer.)

By Mr. Wirriam Garr, Afilant to the Rev. Mr, Jamres
Jouwsron Minifler of the Parifb.

Situation, Extent, Surface, and Rivulets, &c.

HE parifh of Crimond is fituated in that diftriét of

Aberdeenihire, called Buchan, and lics nearly in 2 line
between the fea port towns of Pcterhead and Fraferfburgh ;
being about g3 miles diltant from the former, and 74 from
the latter ; and bounded on the N. E. by the German Ocean.
The figure of the parifh, including the Loch of Strathbeg,
(part of which 1s in the panifh of Loanmay), is triangular.
The bale of the triangle, adjacent to the German Ocean, is
nearly 3 miles, and its height is about ¢& miles. It contains
about 4600 acres, of which nearly 3000 are arable. The re-
mainder 18 accupied by mofles, links, fands, 2 common, and
the lake of Strathbeg. .About a quarter of a mile from high
water mark, there is a fleep hill along the fhore, almeofl per-
pendicular, and nearly 200 feet in height. From the fummit
of this hill there is a gradual defcent for about a mile, till the

Vor Xl. 3 F ground
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439 Statiffical Aecount

ground be but a lititle higher than the level of the fea; afte?
which there 15 a gradual afcent, with a few variations, to the
upper part of the parith.  As the parifh lies very flat, there
are few fprings of loft water; and, in dry {ummers, many
have confiderable difficulty, and muft go to a great diftance to
procure water for themfelves and their eattle. There are a few
ftreams of foft water in the parifh, arifing from moffes ; but
they contain very little water in fummer. The moft confi-
derable of thefe ftreams, or burns, divides the parith of Cri-
mend from Leanmay, and falls inte the Loch of Strathbeg ;
bat its whole courle, with all its turaings, will not exceed 4
miles. Yet, though there is rather a fearcity of foft water,
there arve many mineral fprings ; moft of them are fuppoled
to be much impregnated with iron. None of them, however,
have been much uled for any medicinal purpofe,

Heritors and Rent.—The parith is divided among 4 heri-
tors: Mr. Irvine of Dram, proprietor of the lands of Crimond
and Millhill; Mc, Harvey of Broadland, proprietor of the lands
of Rattray and Broadland ; Mr. Duff of Fetereflo, proprie-
tor of Logie; and Mr. Annand of Haddo, proprietor of Had-
do ; hefides 2, who poflefs only a few acres each. Of theie,
Mr. Harvey of Broadland generally refides. The valued rent
of the parifh 13 2352l 135, 4d. Scotch; the real rent is above

jcol, Sterling, The walue of the land here has rifen very
confiderably during the lalt 50 or 60 years,

Manvfulturer and Commerce.—From the {carcity of water in
the parith, there can be no manufa€tures eftablifhed here. The
women, however, are employed partly in [pinning flax, for
the manufafturers of Aberdeen and Peterhead ; partly in
{pinning tow, which is manufaftured into a coarle kind of

harrow cloth, called barm, which labouring people ufe for
fhirts,
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#irts, and which fells, unbleaclied, at about 6d. or 9yd. per
yard ; or into a ftill coarfer kind, which is made into bags
for carrying grain, and which, being much clofer woven,
fells .at about 8d. or 1cd. per yard. A confiderable quantity
of this cloth is fold yearly at difficrent fairs in this neighbour-
hood ; and a ftill greater proportion of linen yarn is [pun,
and {ent by land carriage, chiefly to Aberdeen, a dillance of
3§ miles. The women will gain, by {pinning, from 4d. to 6d.
a day.

Fijb, Kelp, &c.——The coalt abounds in fith, particularly cod,
which are of an excellent kind {Rattray cod being very famous);
but 1or want of a proper landing place, they are not caught
1n very great quantities here. There is no fillupg town in the
parith ; but fome of the crofters and artificers, on the eftates of
Broadland and Haddo, filh in good weather, when they are not
otherwife employed. Mr. Harvey of Broadland propofles to
make a proper landing place, but has not yet begun to put
his plan in execution. Sea weed, or ware, is ufed as a ma-
nure ; and a {mall quantity of kelp is manufafturcd here.
Rattray Head, in this parifh, is a very dangerous rock. It
1s very low, and {lretches a good way into the fea, A great
number of wuilels have been fhipwrecked there. In thefle
cafes, the conduét of to omany of the lower ranks, in this and
the neighbouring parithes, efpecially of thole who are moit
adjacent to Ractray Head, can by no means be juftified ; for
they pilfer and cary off from the wreck whatever they can
lay hold on, fomectimes 1n a very barefaced manner. The
ereftion of a light-houfe at Kinnaird’s Head, about 5 miles
W. from Rattray FHead, will probably render thefe wrecks
lefs frequent at the latter. The laft fhip wrecked ther: was
the Delight of Burlington, a large wvellel, laden with iron,
wuod aud tallow, in November or December 1992,

3 F 2 Clirnate
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A12 Statiftical Account

Climate and Soil.—The climate is healthy, and feems not
{o liable to infe&tious diforders, as other parilhes in the neigh-
bourhood. The putrid fore throat raged with great violence
2 or § years ago, in mofl parithes in the neighbourhood, and
carried off great numbers; but thoush a few werefeized with it
in Crimond, none dicd of that diforder. Confumptive diforders
are moft frequent here. At prefent an infeftious fever pre-
vails, which has proved fatal to feveral. In fpring 1992, 20
people, from & to 16 years of age, were inoculated for the
fmall pox. Onec of them did not catch the infeftion; the
other 19 had them in the moft favourable manner. But not-
withftanding this fuccefs, the example 15 not likely to be
followed.

The land next the fhore is a very light fandy foil, which
produces, in general, weighty crops of bear, peafe and beans.
Tt is eafily cultivated, and would produce excellent crops of
early grals ; but this hutbandry has been feldom attempted in
that part of the parith. In the N. W. part of the parith, for
2 or 3 miles from the fea, is a light loam, earlier than moft
other parts; and fome of it produces weighty crops. Part is
on 2 clay bottom ; much of it is a cold damp late foil, particu-
larly near the mofles ; and as a great part of the parifh ap-
pears once to have been covered with mofs, this foil is to be
found in many places. The only grain produced here is oats,
bear, peale and beans; the two lall in not very great quan-
LIEIES.

Agriculture and Produce.~TIt is but lately that any confi-
derable improvements in agriculture were made here. It is
indeced nearly 6o years fince Mr, Irvine of Crimond began to
ule hime. Bat fo httle was the natare of that manure known
at that tirme, that he toek 4, 8, and even 11 fuccellive crops

after
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after liming. Some ficlds have not yet recovered the bad ef.
felts of this over-cropping. ‘When the tenants, about 3o or
40 years ago, bepan to ufe lime, the landlords, in order to
prevent over cropping, cauled infert a claule in the leales they
granted, prohibiting tenznts from raking more than 4 crops
after felding with fheep or catde, and ¢ after liming, without
the intervention of a green crop; bur if the sth crop after
liming was peafe, they could, by their leafe, make the Gth
bear, and then a gth and 8th oats. It 1s ealy o {ee, that fuch
a mode of ufing ground, muil have greatly retarded improve~
ment. Limiug 15 not much ufed at pl‘fﬂ:nt t:ll:.'l'l.’_',, as molt of
the ground, for which it is proper, has already been limed,
and got luch a large dofe, that a fecond liming is rather hurt-
ful than bencficial. What hime is now uled, 15 commonly har-
rowed 1n with boar, and clover and rye-grafls feeds, after tur-
nips and potatnes, in old infield ground. Shell marl is begina
ning to be uled as a manure, and {eems to anfwer well,

It is not mnuch ubove 20 years fince notatoes, turnips, er
artificial grﬂﬁ‘i?a, were to be feen n the G lds in any guantity.
But prople now begin to perceive the advantages of rhofe 1m-
provements. FPotatoes are planted in quanuties {uificient to
fupply the conlumption of the parith, which 15 conhderanle.
A {w were lold lalt ye.r for exportation ; but the expence
of land carriage will probubly prevent any attemipts to rae
them for exportation. M .ny have large ficlds of turnips.
Summer fallow is tometimes ufed ; and the potatoe, turnip,
and fallow fields are generally fown down with rye.grafs, and
red and white clover leeds; and fometimes grafs feeds are
fown in ground net fo well prepared. But a great deal re-
mains to be done; and it will be a long time before the dil-
trict can arrive at the degree of cultivation it is capable of.
T'here is no regular rotation of crops carried on here, unlefs
by one or two tenants. A very good rotation, which has been

uied,
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414 Statiflical Account

ufed, is, 1ft, turnips, potatoes, peafe, or fallow ; 24, in alight
foil, oats ; and, in a flrong, barley, each with aruficial grafles;
3d, hay ; 4th, sth, 6th, and 4th, pafture; 8th, oats: gth,
fometimes oats, which firithes the rotation ; fometimes bear ;
and, in that cale, roth oats,

MNearly the half of the arable ground in he parith is in na-
tural or artifieial graffes. About a sth part of the remainder
15 in potatoes, turnips, peafe, or other green crop. Every
tenant, for the moit part, has a greater or lefler guantity of
Bax, chiefly for family ufe. What remains, i s in catas and bar-
ley, The turnips are wled, partly in feeding cartle for the
butcher, but chiefly in rearing young cattle. The parith will
produce nearly, on an average, 6ooc bells of grais annunally;
of which from tos2 to 2co0 are exported ; the remainder iz
needed for feed, and the fupply of the inhabitares. The va-
lue of cattle fold yearly, incloding a few theep, amounts to
more than the grain exported. Very fine catile are reared
and fed here, The number of black cattle is rather above
8co. 'There are but few theep. Aboeut 20 years ago, horles
nfed to be brought {rom other places, to fupyply the farmers in
this and the neighbouring parifhes ; but now good horfes are
reared and exported. The number of horfes in the diftriét is
exaftly 205, Some farmers alfo difpole of a little hay.

Some time ago, in this diftrié, the plough was drawn by
5 horfes, or 10 or 12 oxen; now g horles, or 4 oxen, and
fometimes 2 horfes, are uled. The Hcotch plongh is generala
ly employed. There is fearcely any of the parith incloled,
which is partly compenfated by the pra@tice of winter herding.
About 16 or 20 years ago, many of the tenants began to in-
clofe with earthen fences ; and perhaps a third part of the pa-
rifh was inclofed in that manner. But as thefe fences {oon
mouldered away, and became infufficient, z flop was put te
that manner of inclofing, and the earthen fences were gene-

rally
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tally thrown down. In fome parts of the diftri&t, flones are
rot to be got in fuflicient quantities for inclofing ; and, even
where they can be got, a tenant can hardly be expefled to in-
clofe en a lcafle of 19 years, the longell generally granted
here,

The fhortnels of leales ulually given, feems to prefent an
infuperable bar to perfeftion in agriculture, From the de
crealing value of meney, the landlord imagines he muft be
2 loler by granting a long leafe. But might not a leafe be
granted for 3, 4, or § nineteen years, without any material in-
jury to the landlord, arifing from the progreflive decreafe of the
valoe of money ? Forinflance, might not the rent of a farm be
regulated by the price of oatmeal, or of any kind of grain ?
suppofe a farm to be let for z0l., and the price of ocatmeal,
at the beginning of the leafe, to be 1os. per boll, then the
rent, or 2¢l., would be equivalent to 40 bolls of ocatmeal,
Suppole, at the end of the firlt 19 years, the price of catmesl,
on an average of 7 years, to be 1as. per boll, then let the
rent for the {ecnnd 19 years be the price of 4o bolls of meal,
at 123, per boll, or 241. Suppole, at the end of the fecond
Xy years, oatmeal to be 145 per boll, then let the rent, for the
third 19 years, be the price of 4o bolls of meal, at 145. per
boll, or 28l. The rifing rent might in the fame manner be
regulated by the price of cattle or fheep of a certain weight,
or of beef or wool, or other produions of the farm. A
moderate advance might likewife be made for the capability
of improvement. A long leafe might furely be granted, upon
this or a fimilar plan, without materially injuring the land-
lord ; while the tenant would be encouraged to attempt fub-
ftantial improvements, as he would have a certain profpeét of
reaping the fryits of his indultry.

Population,
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410 Statiffical decount

Population.— According to Dr. Webfler’s report, the numa
ber of fouls, in 1755, was 765 ™.

PorvraTrow in February 1992.

Maler above 12, - 313 Members of the Eflablithed Churcl,
— helow 10, - - 1r7 chaldren included, - dba
Females above 10, - 390 Seotch Epdeopslians, - 244
= below 10, - 07 Anuburgher Seceders, - b

——— Reoman Cathulies, - - 3

Toeal §, - QIy Nuiiber of familjes, - - 23X

% Ahout the time that the return was made to Dr. Webfler, and for fome time
after, the pepulation was f2:d to be on the increale, owing chiefly to the divid-
ing of large farms into fmialler onea.  But fince the year 1570, the population
fecms to have been upon the decreale.  In 1774, it appears, from the Lt kepe
by the overfeer of the roads, that there were 232 men in the parifh, from 16 ta
6o, liable to work on the highways.  Thele have gradually decrealed fince. In
1781, there were but 200; and lafl year only 171,

4+ In February 1793, there was a2 decreale of 135, owing te the removal of
& families and § or 6 arnzans out of the parith.—It s impoflible to give any
account of the burthe, deaths, and marrages.  Scarcely any of the diffenters in-
fert their claldrens barchs m e regefter ) and even fome of the Eftablhithed
thurch are equally noghpeet,  Belore 1783, ne regifter of burials and marri-
ages was lept, and dcarecly the haif have been regiftered fince that period
*The decreale of the population may, sineng other caules, contribute to the high
price of lsbour, and to what is of worle confiquence, the dificulty of procuring
labourers. At the time that the lerge farms were doaided flote fmaller ones, the
fubtenants and cottagers rented partly the fmaller farms, and partiy crofis, from
the heritor, which were generally too large.  When the poffeflors of thefe fmall
farms and croft; were found not to be the beft improvers of the ground, the
landlords began to put tvo or mers of the fmall farms nte one, fo that now
there are lcarcely any [ubtenants, apd few crofte lee by the heritors.  As there
are no viijages in the parith, and no cottages to be let, but fuch as have a piece
of ground annexed to them, young peaple, for waot of afettlement, remove to the
manufaduring towns of Poterhead and Aberdeen ; fo that day-lubourers and
handieraft people ire procured with the greateft difficulry. It would probably be
of great advartage both to chemicives and the public, if the heritors would allot
a fmall
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Church *, School, Poor, t9c,—The ftipend is a chalder of
bear, a chalder of meal, 7¢0 merks Scotch in money, with
5o merks for communion elements, and a glebe of about §
acres ‘of very good ground. The Earl of Errol is the prefent
patron. The church was built in 1596 ; at leaft this date is
above one of the doors. It is probable, however, that it had
only been repaired that year, as there is ftill a font flone in
the E. end. The manfe was built in 1963, and new offices
about 4 or § years ago.—A new fchool-houfe, with rooms for
the malter, was built in 179x. The fchoolmafler’s falary is
roo merks Scotch, and, including all perquifites and fchool fees,
will not amount to above 1:1l. or 121. a year.~~The poor are
fupported by the weekly colleftions, and the intereft of 1301,
Sterling. Of this, 100 merks Scotch were mortified by a pro-
prietor of Logie, about the begioning of the century, and §2
merks by Mr. Lellie, late minifter of Crimond, about the
year 1740. Thefe two fums, by being lent out at intereil,
amounted, in 1748, to y00 merks Scotch ; and, in 1782, with
fome {mall favings, te 17ol. Sterling: A pralical proof of
the accumulation of money by compound interefll +.

Vor. Xl. 3 Roads.

a fmall part of their eftate (near a mofs if poflible} to be let in fmall erofis of g
or 3 acres to day-labourers and artificers, Jand to grant them leafes, By thefs
micans maoy would fettle in the country, the beft nurlery of the human fpecies,
and it would always be caly to procure labourers and artificers, which is fre-
quently not the cafe at prefent.  This difficulty of procuring day-labourers, la-
bouring fervants, &c, prevents many improvements frem being attempted, [t
would aifo be of confequence, that fuch crofts were very fmall, becaufe if they
were large, they would cither take up toe much of the peffeflor's time, or the
neeeffary attention would not be paid to them.

* Mr. Wittiam Law, probably the firft Prefbyterian minifter at Crimond
after the Revolution, was depofed, foon after the begioning of the century, by
the Synod of Aberdeen, for what they were pleafed to call lerefy, he having af-
ferted in 2 Synod fermon, “* That «irtee Was more nataral to the human mingg
“ than wice,”

T Since that period the capiral has decreafed. The poor are literally fupport -

ef
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Roadr,~-The roads in this difltri€t are repaired by the fia.
tute labour, which, if properly perfuormed, would have kept
them in repair : But the work was always too fuperficially
performed, becaufe too much was attempted in one year.
And, as the roads ftood as much in need of repair as ever,
in a few years they became very bad. ‘This rendered people
averfe and aukward in performing the ftatute lJabour. He-
fides, about 10, 12, or 20 years ago, the then refiding herie
tors frequently repaired their private roads by means of the
ftatute labour ; and overleers were often partial or negli-
gent. More attention, however, has been paid to the public
roads for fome years pafl, and they are now confiderably im-

proved.

Lake, Hill, 8cc.— The Loch of Strathbeg is partlyin the pa=
rifh of Crimond, partly in that of Loanmay. Itcontains about
550 acres, and is above a2 mile in length from E. to W.; the
breadth is wnequal, The E. end, which is in Crimond, is
nearly half a mile from the fea, the W. end fomewhat far-

ther *. At the E. end of the Loch of Strathbeg, in a very
pleafant

ed by the poor. ‘The heritors cither do not relide, or do net attend public
werfhip, A great many are diffenters, who contnbute little ar nothing to the
fupport of the poor, Fur I0 or 1z years paft, Mr, Irvioe of Lirum has caufed
5 or 6 lolls of cat-mesal, and femetimes mere, yearly, and, at different times
moncy, to by dillribured ameng the joor of his ellate . An example which de-
firves to be followed by ali non-refiding herwors, and thefe who do not artend
public worilup.

* Avithe begioning of the prefent century, thas lake was of much Goaller exa
tent than i as now. It was confined to a fimall part of the E. end, ardd had 2
commurication with the fea, $i that veliels of Guall Lburiben could entor .
Frople born about the beginming of the century well iemembered the lirft over-
flowing of the W. part of the Loch, though the prruiculsr year 1s not now

koown, but it mult have been abeat 1920, Irevious to that me there was a
hald
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pleafant htuation, there is a fmall hill, of a circular {orm,
whofe top is exaltly half a Scotch acre in extent, called zbe
Cafefe-Hill. It riles 38 feet above a fmall plain on the N. E.
bat is ouly 12 or £ 4 feet above the higher ground on the oppo-
fite fide. The famous Gummine Earl of Buchan, had a feat
heve , but after his defeat at the baule of Inverury, by King
Robert Bruce, this caftle fell into ruins. By the blowing of
the light fundy ground ip the neighbourhood, which very
frequently happens, it is new covered with a deep foil, and
produces crops of grain and grals. Such is the ioftability of
human affairs *. About a quarter of a mile 3. of the Caitle-
hill, the walls of a chapel, furrounded by a burial place, are
moftly entire+. Around this chapel formerly fltood the
burgh of Rattray. It is faid to have had the fame privileges
as a rayal burgh, except fending members to parliament.
The burgage lands are of confiderable extent 1. Yhis diftriét

3G a 13

hill of 1and, between the hill above mentioned and the fea, and fill higher than
it. & funous E. wind blew away this hill of iand 10 one night, wluch Qupped
rthe commumeation between the loch and the fea by r’nrmurg a fand bar. “Theo
low lying ground to the W. was (9on overflowed, and the extent of the loch much
mcreafed.  An attempt has been made to drain this loch © the operations fur
rdraimng 1t were begun i 138y, and are fill continued, though hitherto unfuc -
ceistul. The proper method of drammimg it does not appear o be yet difcovered.

* About 6o years ago, Mr. Arbuthnot, then of Droadland, cauled dig up an
eminence at the 5. E. lide of the Cadle-hili, where he found a great number of
ﬂ.um::sl, E'u]:]:ul-c{l Lo lJC]LJug to the kitchen of the cal’tlc, as the wurkmen found
very large hearth-{toncs covered with afles.

f It & fuppofed to have been a private chapel for the ufe of the Earl’s
fanuly. The length 15 45 foet wathin the walls, the breadith 18 feer, the thicknefs
of the walls 3 feet, and the height of the end walls, Ml above ground, 32 feet.
In the E. end of the chapel are 3 arched windows ; the largeft, which isin the
middle, is 12 feet high and 2 feet wide., The other 2 are cach 7 feet high, and
2 wide. The walls me built of very fmall floges firmly cemented with lime.

* Thers are movr only z feus, or sather B feu divided into 3. The oldalk obar-
ter
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is called, in an old charter, the Grear Par# of Crimond.
There are, however, very few trees in it at preflent; but it
appears, from the mofles, that there have been large planta-
tions formerly. Many oaks, ftili freth, have been found in
the moffes ; but fcarcely any other kind of wood. In thefe
places, when the mols is exhaufted, or nearly fo, roots of
very large oaks are to be feen, as clofe together as trees of
their fize conld well be fuppofed to grow in a plantation, In
the uppermoit part of Crimond, the adjacent parts of Loan-
may, and a part of Longlide, which was-disjoined from Cri-
mond in the lait century, there are feveral very extenfive
mofles contiguous to each other, which, if we may judge
from thofe already exhaufled, have been once covered with

wood *.

Ale Houfer,—There is only one licenced public houfe in

she parifh ; but there are feveral perfons, who, by getting
market

ter upon this few, extant, was granted in 1624  In that year, in & burgh-court
holden at Ractray, by the Honourable John Hay of Crimendmogate, William
Dalgardno of Blackwater, and David Rivis of Strathitedlie, bailies of the burgh
of Rattray, a jury of 13 honeft mien, citizens of the [aid burgh, fnd, that
Magnus Smith, the father of William Smith, died poffeflad of 4 roods of land
in the fard burgh. Upen this, David Rivis, one of the {aid bailies, fuperior of
the lunds of Rattray, grants a chavter on the (ad 4 roods in favour of William
Smith.—=The next charter 15 granted mm 1853 by Willlam Watlon of Had:de,
- bailie of the burgh of Rattray, fupernor of the faid lands, in favour of Iobel
Watfon, fpoufeof Alexander Biffet in Bilboc,—=rThe lateil charter is granted
in ¥717, by Charles Barl of Emol, fuperior of the lands of Rattray, in favour
of the davghters of the (mid Alexander Biffer and Tfohel Watlon.

*® In Fordoun's Chronicle, after mentioning the defeat of Cummine at Inve-
rury, it is narrzted, * That Bruce purfued him to Turriff, and afterwards de-
® firgyed by fire his whele earldom of Buchan.” The large plantations of trees
were no doubt deltroyed with the reft of the earldom ; and this is the mors
'-I'lhabit, as marks of hie have been perecived on tress deep buried in the moi:.
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market fets from the excife officers, contrive to retail ale and
fpiritous liguors during a great part of the year; and as they
pay nho licence, and hardly any duty on ale, and have little
convenienee, they can afford te fell below the ordinary price
in a decent houfe. Hence thefe private ale houfes are too
much frequented, and their effefts may foon become pernici-
ous. Drunkennefs, however, is not a prevailing vice here.
The fevere fealon of 1782 was attended with many bad con-
fequences; but it had one beneficial effeét in this neighbour-
hood, that of almofl putling a flop to this vice.
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