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NUMBER XL e

PARISH or CAIRNY.

(County OF ABERDEEN, SYNoD or MURRAY, PRESBYTERY OF
STRATHBOGIE. )

By the Rew. Mr. ALEXANDER CHALMERS,

Situation, e,

AIRNY is made up of the united parifhes of Botary,

Rathven, and part of Drumdelgy. This parifh lies in

the county of Aberdeen. It is a part of the lordthip of Strath.

hogie, taken from rhe Cummins by King Robert Bruce, and

given to Sir Adam Gordon. This was the original eftate

of the fﬁmi.l:,r of Gordon. Since that perioed they have ex-
tended their dominion from the E. to the W, Oea.

Population, &c.—~—According to Dr. Webller’s report, the
numbers then were 2690. It contains at prefent 2600 people.
They confift of Piefliyterizas, Papifts, and Epifcopals. They
Wwere more numerons at my fettlement here ; the decreale is

chicfly -
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chicily owing to their wifhing to refide in the neighbouring ma.
nufa&uring villages of Huntly and Keith. The manufacturers
there always find employment for a number of fervants. The
births are about 20 yearly ; but indeed they cannot be well
gfcertained. Every perfon has his child baptized by his own
paftor. They are carelefs of inferting them in the public re-
gifter. The number of deaths cannot be known ; for there
are three church-yards in theparifth: St. Peter’s 1s indeed con-
fidered as the moft hely ground, and confecrated to the Catho-
lics. The difeafes are generally of the inflammatory kind.
Some years the [mall-pox makes great ravages. The coun-
try people are not yet reconciled to 1gaculation.

Agriculture, &c.~The {oil i1s generally deep and good, efpe-
cially in the lower part. If farming were encouraged, it is ca-
pable of producing grain for exportation. The ground is ge-
nerally let out in fmall tenements or crofts. Thele are occu.
pied by a number of tradefmen, who pay their rent by their
bufinefs., ‘The others breed fome cattle; but indeed their
rents are chiefly paid by the women {pinning linen yarn.
They always allot a piece of their land for fowing flax-{eed,
which turns out to great account. Were this branch attended
to by the land proprietors, it would much increafe the riches
and profperity of the country. The grest tenants live upon
their farms, but they depend efpecially on raifing of cattle.
The parifh is tolerably well accommodated with grafs. Large
quantities are fold yearly. It may be faid, that during wine
ter, this parifh contains about 3oze¢ black cattle. This is not
a fheep country, though there are many parcels in the parifh.
The ftormy winters are unfavourable to thefe animals.

Mifcellaneaus Obfervations.—The people in the parith of

Caigny ure naturally fober and indultrious, The late incle-
ment

1 The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



Of Cuirny. 129

ment {eafens have run them into arrear of rent. This hangs
vver, and much difpirits them, Were this paffed from but in
part, it would give new life to their endeavours,—Tradition
11ys, that fome of the hills in Cairny were once covered
with flately oaks. Now they prefent their nakednels to e-
very pafllenger. INot one tree has been planted here for 6>
vears, though the river and burn-fides are favourahle to their
growth., Hard wood is lcarce, which will hurt both the far-
mer and manufadtorer.~Cood roads (which was the foun.
dation of the prolperity of the fouth country), are unknown
here. Our mofs is exhaulted, The people muft go to Port-
foy for coals, by a road fwarming with bogs and flones.—In
the {lztiftical account of this country, the manufa&uring vil-
lages of Huntly and Keith fhould never be forgot. They
are the fources of much riches. They pay a great part of
the landholders rent.  Huntly promifes to be the Paifley
of the porth, Here is a large impertatien of flax from
Holland end Flanders. Here are bleachfields, weaving lin.
ens and cotton ; threads for Nottingham, Jt may be faid
that scol. weckly is in circulation for many months of
the year. The town is increafing, The Duke of Gordon,
the proprietor, is yearly giving off new feus. The town
of Humntly is thriving amidft mapy difficulties. Portfoy,
their fea-port, is 15 miles diftant. Thence they bring their
fuel, though the road is many times almoft impaffable,

Manufaflures are of great importance in any eountry,
and fhould slways be encouraged. They enlarge our
views, and introduce a fpirit of liberty. A manufalturer
bas always more liberal notions than a farmer. '

The manufatture of linen hss introduced a certsin clean-
linefs over all this country. it bas elmoft banithed the itch.
On a holiday, or at a fair, it is pleafant to hehold the peo=
ple well drefled, fhowing away in their clean Jipen and
thread-flockings,

Vor. XII. R N U M-
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