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NUMBER XXV. 5

PARISH of JURA avp COLONSAY.
(CouNTY AND SYNOD OF ARGYLL, PRESEYTERY OF KINTYRE.)

By the Rev, Mr. FRAWCIS STEWART.

":[‘HIE parifh has the ifland of Ilay on the 8., and that of

Mull on the N.; it is bounded on the W. by the At-
lantic, and on the E. by the Sea, which wafthes the coaft of
Cregnifh, of north and foutl Knapdule, and part of Kintyre.
Including fea, it is 50 miles long, and 30 broad. It confifls
of g iflands, of which 6 are inhabited. Colonfay and Oron-
fay are {eparated by a narrow found, which ebbs dry at low
water, and they form the weftern divifion of the parith. A-
bout a league and a half to the E. lies the ifland of Jura. At
the north end of Jura, are the ilands of Scarba, Lunga, Bal-
nahuaigh, the Garveileachan, and Eileachan-naomh. As the
illand of Jura forms by far the moft confiderable part of the

parill, we fthall give it the firft place in this account.
Name,
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518 Statiffical Account

Name, Situation, Extent, and Surfuce.—There are varions
etymologies given of Jura. Some think that it was fo deno-
minated from the great quantity of yew trees which grew in
the land. The name of the yew, in Gaelic, is Juar ; hence,
they fay, Juarey ; and, in a contracted form, Jurey, the ifland
of Yew Trees. Buchanan fays, that the ancient name of the
ifland was Dera, which, in the Gothic language, fignifies a
ftag. This account of the name feems the moit probable, as
there is fill a confiderable number of deer in the ifland, and,
as the Giel pronounce it Diura, very near the Gothic Dera,
‘The tutelary faint of the ifland was Fernadal ; from him the
burying-ground is denominated Kil-fhearnadail, or the Cell
of Fernadal ; alfo 2 large oblong ftone on the fhore, 3 miles
o. W. from the Cell, Leac-fhearnadail, or the ftone of Fer-
nadal ; and a farm, 2 miles IN. E. of the Cell, Ard-fhearna-
dail, or the hill of Fernadal. The ifland of Jura, with its
appendage of little iflands at the N, end, ftretches along op-
pofite the coaft of Cregnith, of Knapdale, and nearly as far
5. as the N. end of Gigha. Towards the S. end it may be
about 6 leagues from the continent, towards the middle a-
bout 3, and at the N. end not above 1, The length of the
ifland is about 30 miles, the breadth various, but no where,
it 1s believed, above 7 miles. As there has been no aftual
farvey, the length and breadth are not exallly afcertained.
The appearance of the ifland is very romantick, and calcu-
lated to raife fublime emotions in the {pe@ator’s foul. There
is a tidge of towering mountains, which run from S. to N,
along the W, fide, terminating the profpe& from the conti-
nent, and very often covered with clouds and darknefs. Thefe
mountains are 4 in number. That to the 8. is called Bein-
achaolais, or the Peak of the Sound, as it ftands ever the
Sound of Ilay ; the next Bein-an-oer, or the Gold Peak ; the
third a Bhein-fheucta, the Confecrated Peak ; and that to the

N. Corra«
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W. Corra-Bhein, the Steep Peak. . Thefe peaks are feen from
the continent of Argyllfhire, and from part of Perththire,
from Butethire, Ayrfhire, Dumbartonthire, and, it is faid,
from part of Lanarkfhire. They are feen at a great diflance
o the W., and are the firfl land which the failors make, com-
ing in their direction from the Atlantic Ocean. There is very
Jittle vegetation on thefe peaks, their fummits and fides are
covered over with fragmentﬁ of ftone, and exhibit a ftupen-
dons monument of the refiftlels force of time. The W, fide
of the ifland 15 not fit for cultivation ; 1t 1s wild and rugged,
interfeted with many torrents, which came rufhing down
from the mountains; and has been deemed fo inhoipitable,
that no perfon choofes to fix his habitation in it. All the in-
habitants live on the E. fide of the ifland. Along the margin
of the fea, on this fide, the grounds are pretty level ; but at
a little diftance from the fhore, there is a gradual afcent. The
whole of this fide forms no unpleafing fcene. The coaft is,
in {everal places, wvariegated with bays and harbours, and
points of land ; the arable and pafture grounds fpread on a
declivity before the eye, and terminate at the bafe of thofe
towering mountains, which form a romantick and awful back-
ground.

Air, Climate, and Diﬁﬂﬁ:.-ﬁThﬂ air is pure and falubri-
ous, as it is generally in the fea-coaft, and in hilly countries.
The clouds are, indeed, often intercepted by the high hills,
and defcend in torrents ; but we have conftant breezes, fome-
times brifk gales of wind, to dry up the rain. The tops of
the mountains are covered with fnow a confiderable part of
winter, but it feldom lies long on the low grounds. The in-
habitants are very healthy, and many of them live to old
age. A few weeks ago, died, a lady at the age of g6. She
yetained the ufe of her faculties to the laft, 'Till within a

few
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320 Statiffical Account

few months of her death, fhe could walk zbout with confi-
derable vigour, could read thc [malleft print, or thread the
fineft needle withont the help of glaffes. The difeafes are
few in number, owing. pernaps in a good meafure, to the
fimple mode of living of the inhabitants, They are fome-
times feized with inflammatory diforders ; this {eems to be
occafioned by the lightnefs of their clothing, particularly of
their bed-clothing, which i1s not fuflicient to kecp up the
perfpiration while they are at reft. They are liable to thofe
diforders, which are occafioned by living much upon milk
and fith. Of late, rheumatic complzints have become more
general among the lower clafles. 'We have had one dropfical
cafe, laft f{ummer, that proved fatal ; feveral have died with-
in the laft twelvemonth of ftomach cmnl}laintfs. There i3 no
furgeon in the ifland, and they never fend for one, except in
cafes which are deemed extremely dangerous. A great pro-
portion of children die in infancy, and many of the mothers,
though of a ftrong conflitution, recover flowly in child-bed,
Both thefe circumftances feem to be owing to unikilful treat-
ment, for there is not a fingle bred midwife in the iiland.
The {fmall-pox, in the natural way, carried off many chil-
dren in autumn 139t. The people entertain no prejudice
againft inoculation, but grudge the expenfe of it.

Soil and Produce.~—The foil along the fhore is thin and
very ftony ; towards the moor it is clayey, and, in fome
places, there is improveable mofs. As the arable ground lies
on a declivity in the neighbourhood of high hills, the water
is conftantly oozing down through it, and, in many places,
burfting out in little fprings ; fo that it is what the low coun-
try farmers call {pouty ground. The crops are oats, barley,
potatoes, and flax. There has been no trial made of artificial

grafles, though there are fome {pots proper for them. Com-
mon

Ll
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mion field peafe, likewife, ure not raifed here, though, from
the nature of the foil along the fhore, they might prove a be-
neficial crop. Oats are, in general, a very unproduétive
crop, the greateft average returns are net above two and a-
half. Potatoes and barley are more produive, and, were the
ground properly managed, might prove very valuabhle crops.
The {yftem of farming here, has made vety flow advances to-
wards improvement, and is, at leaft, half a century behind
that, in many parts of the low country. The furmer does
nothing tohis grounds allthe fummer. Although there is plens
ty of lime-ftone on the oppofite thore of Knapdale, and in the
adjoining ifland of llay, and plenty of peat in Jura, for burn=
ing lime, yet no perfon remembers a fingle trial made of that
manure. The only manure ufed is the fea-wevd, which is to
be had in great abundance, and gives one tolerable crop. This
an{wers the contrafted views of the furmer, who keeps the
beit patches of his ground conitantly in tillag:, and labours
like one who is not certain of his poffeflion beyond the pre-
fent year. 'The farmers of this country are utter flrangers to
the mode of abridging labour. It is ne uncommon thing to
fee 12 men and 2zec horles at work in a farm, which 3 men
and four horfes would, on an improved plan, labour to much

better purpofe.

D uadrupeds, Birds, 8c.—~The tame animals are cows, hora
fes, [heep, and goats. The fmall tenants, in general, over-
ftock their grounds, fo that the black eattle are rather {mall,
and inferior to thofe of Ilay. The horfes allo, though hardy,
are a very diminutive breed. Thefheep of Jyra are remarkable
for the finenels of their wool, and the delicacy of their flefh.
Were proper care taken to keep this breed from degenerating,
by mixing with the Galloway theep now introduced into the
ifland ; were it allowed to increafe, and cover the greateft part
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322 Statiftical Account

of the ifland, Jura, in the courfe of a few years, might havs
very confiderable returns from its wool, and tranfport annual-
ly the increafe of its flocks to richer paftures on the continent,
where the mutton would greatly excel that of the Englith, or
Low Country fheep. There are feveral flocks of goats in Ju-
ra, but they are much on the decreafe. They are not fo pro-
fitable as fheep ; they carry no fleece, and their fleth is infe
rior., The inhabitants of this ifland would find it their inte-
reft to banith two-thirds of the horfes which they keep, to
rear fewer black cattle, and to extend their ftock of theep and
goats. As there is very little meadow ground in the ifland,
and the arable ground makes fuch poor returns in oats, it
ought certainly to be the grazier’s objeét to keep fuch a ftock
principally as would fhift for itfelf in winter.

There are one or two herds of red deer traverfing the moun-
tains. We have plenty of groule, fome termagan, and black
game ; but no partridge, no hare, and very few rabbits. A.
mong our birds of prey are the eagles, which build their nefts
in the inacceflible precipices on the W. fide of Jura, and prove
very deftru&@ive to the kids and lambs. The fith commonly

canght here are cuddies, and fayths. In autumn there are

fome Iythe, and {fmall cod. There is a very delicate fith that

may behad through the whole year, called by the country peo-
ple murloch. It is very long in proportion to its thicknefs,
and, in thape, refembles the dog-fifh ; it is covered with a ve-
ry rough fkin, like thagreen, of which it muft be firipped.
In an arm of the {ea that runs in on the W, fide, and almoit
divides Jura in the middle, there are great quantities of lob-
fter, oyfters, and craw-fith. The marine plant, of which kelp
is made, grows in great abundance on the thores. Before the
general ufe of Barilla, the kelp of Jura was a confiderable ad-

dition to its rental.

Harbours.
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Harbours.~—There are two very fine haibours on the E.
fide of the ifland ; that to the S. is called the Small Iiles ; and
that to the N. the Lowland-Man’s Bay They are within a
few miles of each other. The harbour at the Small Tfles is a
capacious bay, about 4 miles in extent. Into the mouth of
this bay are thrown longitudinally 3 or 4 iflands, which leave
but narrow openings into the harb.u-, and form a {ireng bar-
rier againfl the violence of the fea. It is from thefe illands
that the harbour takes its name. Lowland-Man’s Bay opens
towards the 3., 1s centrafted at the entraace by 2 points of
land, which run out, like two arms, but is pretty capacicus
within. The harbour of Small liles 1s rather fhallow for vel-
fels of great draught of water, but this is deep enough for any
vellel.  Notwithftanding the excellence of  thefe harbours,
and that Jura is only a few hours {ailing from the locks where
herrings are fithed, there is no veflel above 5 or 6 tons bur-
then belonging to the illand, and of thefe there is none em-
ployed in the fitheries. The courfe of the tides along the
coaft of Jura, particularly in the found of Scarba, and in thar
of Ilay, is very rapid. The navigation of the found of Ilay is
dangerous, not only from the rapidity of the tides, running
6 miles an hour, and from the fudden fqualls which come
from the neighbouring hills, but allo from foul ground. Many
veflels have been loft in this dangerous found. As a confider-
able number of thofe trading to the north feas have occafion
to pafs through it, one fhould think that it ought to be care-
fully examined and furveyed, to fee what improvements are

pratticable.

Population.— According to Dr. Webller’s report, the num-
ber of fouls in 14955 was 1097. To afcertain the prefent po-
pulation of this parilh, a furvey was made in June 1792.

S f 2 [sLAND
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IsLawD or Jura.
In tillage, - 13 |
In pafturage, 12 Total, 7
¥amilies in the ifland, 224  Females, - - 471
Bouls, - - o29 Widowers, - - 6
Males, - - = 458 Widows, - - 42

Farms

"

As the prefent incumbent has not been long in the parifk
of Jura, and as he has not been able to procure former exa-
mination roils, it is out of his power to give a fiatement of
the population prior to the date of his own furvey. Emigra«
tions to America have proved, once and again, a drain to this
ifland ; but, in the prefent mode of management, it may be
faid to be ftill overftocked with inhabitants. Near hzlf the
farms in the ifland 2re in pgfture, and requirg very few hands
to manage them. Of conrfe, the great body of the people
live in the farms, which are in tillage. In fome of thefe there
arc between 5o and 6o founls. Such a fwarm of inhabitants,
where manufaftures, and many ether branches of induftry are
unknown, are a very great load upon the proprietors, and in
a great meafure ufelefs to the ftate. The flighteft furvey of
the fituation of the people fhows how much improvements in
farming, and the iotroduflion of induftry, are wanted. The
{pirit of emigration is ftill powerful in the ifland, and requires
gonfiderable alterations to extinguifh it *,

Metals,

® As there was no regifter of births and marriapes kept in the parifh till
withi.n! thefe few years, the author found it impracticable to trace back the
rastter fo far as might be wiflied ; but has gone as far back as the commence.
ment of the perith records. )

Marzisoxs. BrxtTus.
Years, Vo, Nb.
787 & 23
1788 & 13

178
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Metals, Minerals, &c—There is iron-ore, and manganefe
in Jura: about the middle of the ifland, thefe is 2 confider.
able body of (ate ; fmall quantities have been quarried, and
the colour and quality feem to be very good. There is to be
found slfo, on the W. fide of the ifland, in great abundance,
a very fine kind of fand ufed in the manufafure of glafs.

Antiguities and Curigfitics.—There are feveral barrows
through the ifland ; there are alfo pillars, and caftelloms, or
duns. There is one relick of antiquity of a fingular kind. In
more places than one, we can trace along the declivity of a
hill, the ruios of a wall, that was about 41 feet high, termi-
nating, perhaps, at a lake, or fome very abrupt fteep place.
At the lower extremity of the wall, there is a deep pit, -
bove 12 feet diameter at the mouth, and very much contraét-
ed at the bottom. This, the tradition of the country fays,
was a contrivance ufed in former times for taking the wild
boar. The huntfmen drove him sleng the wall, till he took
refuge at laft in khe pit, and there was made captive, At the
N. end of the harbour called the Small Ifles, there are the re-

i MRING
MARRIAGES. Biatas.
Years. No. No.
1980 7 4
1799 7 26
1791 7 18
1792 31 25
46 134

The tax upon marrizges and baptifms is matter of complaint, sfpetiafly in
fuch a parifh as this, where there iz very little circylation of money. It is fugh
& trifle, that it feems beneath the dignity of taxation, and goet contrary o the
famous gur trium hbererum, to ftrike at the very routs of national firength snd
glory. Inftead of exafting fuch an odions tax, a {mall encouragement for keep.
ing parith records with greater attention, might tarn ont of much greater ad.
vantage to the ftate.
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mains of a confiderable encampment. On the fide toward the
dhore, there is a triple line of defence, wiith deep ditches:
from the centre of the work, the earth was fcooped out, to a
confiderable depth, in the form of 3 ellipfes placed longitudi-
nally, and thrown up 1n large mounds on the right and left.
On the fide toward tiie hills, there were regular baftions form-
ed ail along ; 2nd at the E. end, on a line with the centre, is
to be feen a pretty large mount, which feems to have been a
place of arms. The famous Gulf of Breacan lies betweea
Jura and Scarba. The found between thefe two iflands is
narrow, and forming 2 communication between the Atlantic
and the internal fea on the coail of Argyll; the rapidity and
violence of the tides are tremendous. The gulf is moft aw-
ful with the flowing tide; in flormy weather, with that tide,
it exhibits =n afpeét, in which a great deal of the terrible is
blended. Vaft openings are formed, in which one would
think the bottom might be feen; immenfe bodies of water
tumble headlong, as over a precipice, then rebounding from
the abyfs, meect the torrents from above ; they dafh together
.with inconceivable impetuofity, rife foaming to a prodigious
height above the furface: the noife of their confliét 18 heard
through the furrounding iflands. This gulf is an obje&t of
as great terror to the modern, as Sylla and Charybdis were
to the ancient mariners. It is indaftricufly avoided by all
who navigate thefe founds : there are inftances, however, of
veflels being drawn into it. Large ftout veflels make their
way through it in its greateft rage, but to fmall craft it proves
immediate deftru&:on.

it will he proper, in this place, to give a fhort account of
the iflands at the IN. end of Jura. Scarbais very rugged,
and mountainous ; it is about 3 miles long, and nearly as ma-
ny broad. Lunga is not {fo mountainous, and is about 2 miles

long, and half a mile broad, Balnahpaigh is about 2 mile in
‘ : ' circum .
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circumference, and is all a flate quarry. This quarry has
been worked for many years back, and found to yield very
good flate. There are generally about 30 men emploved in
1t, who work by the piece, or at fo much the thoufand of

flate.
IsLaAND oF ScARBA. IsranD oF Lunga.
Population.
Farms, - - - 2 Farm, - - - ¥
Families, - « - 14 Families, =~ - 6
wouls, - - - 350 Souls, » = - 29
Males, - - - 27 Blales, - - 13
Females, - - - 23 Females, - - 3.3
Widowers, - - © Widowers, « - O
Widows, - - - 3 Widows, - - ©
IsLAND oF BALNAHUAIGH.
Population.
Families, - - - 28 Females, - - - 68
Souls, « - - I3 Widowers, - - O
Males, - - - 064 Widows, - - . &

Having finifhed our account of Jura, and its appendage of
iflands at the N. end, forming the eaftern divifion of this im-
menlc parifh, we proceed to give a fhort account of the weft-
ern divifion. The iflands of Colonfay and Oronfay form this
divifion, and from their contiguity, the found between them
being dry at low water, may be confidered as one ifland.

MName —Colonfay and Oronlay, derive their names from
two faints, Colon and Oren. Oron had his cell in Colonfay,

on the farm in which the prefent proprietor’s houfe ftands,
4 bus
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but though his cell was in Colonfay, he feems to have been
revered in Oronfay, which is fo called after his name. Co-
lon, who feems to have had no cell in either of the iflands,
was lucky enough to have his memory preferved, by giving
his name to Colonfay.

Sttuation, Extent, and Surface.~-This weftern divifion of
the parilh, being confidered as one ifland, has Mull on the
N., is walked by the Atlantic on the W., and firetches acrofs
the found of Ilay on the E.; from which circumitance, it is
called deferiptively, Eilean Tarfuing, ar the Crofs-lying Ifland.
Ireland is the next land to it on the 5. It is a flat ifland,
when compared with the towering peaks of Mull and Jura
in its neighbourhood. The furface, however, is very un-
equal ; there is a confiderable number of rugged hills, cover-
ed over with heath. This divifion of the parifh has been {fur-
veyed, and found to meafure about 8oco acres, of which a-
bout 3oco are faid to be arable,

Air, Clhimate, Sotl, e~ The temperature of the air, and
the climate, are nearly the fame as in Jura. The inhabitants
are robuft and healthy; they live in the fame fimple manner
with their brethren in Jura, and bave neither lawyer nor {ur
geon in the ifland. The foil is generally light; along the
fhores it is fandy, but more fertile, and not fo flony as that
of Jura. Barley and potatoes are more produélive crops here
than oats. Artificial grafles have been tried, and are found
to anfwer. The fea~-weed, of which there is great abyndance
for kelp and manure, has been tried with fuccels upon mea~
dow ground. When the furface is quite covered with it in
winter, a diflolution and incorporation with the foil takes
place, the natural clover and finer grafles are encouraged to

thoot up, and & moft luzuriant crop follows. The pafture
on
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dn the low gronnds, efpecially in the 5. end of the ifland, is
ancommonly rich.

Duadrupeds, Birds, tie.~~The fyftem of converting arable
into pafture, is making rapid progrefs in Colonfay. The beft
part of the ifland is under black cattle; thele are in great re-
quelt among the graziers, and thought to be a very fine breed,
The breed of horfes is fmall, and hardy, like that in Jura.
The art of abridging labour, and keeping a few good cattle,
has not as yet eftablithed itfelf in this diftant corner. Thofe
intfocent animals, the fheep, are totally banilhed, although
there are no quick{et hedges ; and nature feems to have dei-
tined the heath-covered hills for their ufe. There are great
numbers of rabbits in the iftand ; but no hare, no partridge,
and very few groufe.

Population.

. In tillage, - 7 1
Farms { In pafture, - 8 § Total, - 13

Families, - - 1334 Females, -~ - - 366
Souls, = " - 718 Widowers, - - 6
Males, - - - 352 Widows, - « - 12

There are abové 44 fouls, at anm average, in eachof the
farms ; but fome of thefe being very {mall, not having above
g or 4 fdariilies, the number of fouls in the beft inhabited
- farmd is very great. ‘The average number of foulg to a farm
i Jura is 38. A few emigrated from Colonfay to America,
fummer 1792 ; but in fummer 1591, a confiderable proportion
of the infiabitants croffed the Atlantic. Thofe who temain,
give out that they are waiting only good accounts from their
relations, and a proper opportunity of being tranfported to

Vor. XII. Tt the
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the other hemifphere. Pity it is that fuch numbers fhould
bid farewell to their native country, when there is fo great
a demand for ufeful citizens ; and their fituation might be

rendered more comfortable at home *.

“ntiguities, '9¢.—The remains of feveral Romifh chapels
are to be feen in Colonfay., There was 2 monaftery of Cif-
tercians in this ifland. Their abbey ftoed in Colonfay, and
its priory in Oronfay. The remains of the abbey were, with
Gothic barbarity, torn afunder not many years ago, and the
{tones put into a new building. The walls of the priory are
ftill ftanding, and next to Ieolmkill, is one of the fineft reli-
gious monuments of antiquity in the Hehrides. No metals
of any kind, fo far as I could learn, have been difcovered in
Colonfay. There are great quantities of fea-coral on ths

fhores, and it proves a very good manure,

Parisg oF Jura aND CoLonsay.

This parith belongs to 6 heritors, of whom only 2 refide,
The Duke of Argyll is patron.

Rental.

Valued rent, - IL.286 18 3 }S "
Real rent, - 4 1656 3 o teriing.

Church, Manfe, Poor, Schaols, 8&c.—The church and manfe

The church has ftacd fpr 13 years at leaft, has

are in Jura.
no

% The regilfiers of marriages and baptifms kave been kept fo negligently in
Colonfay, that, however defective this account may be without extraéls from
them, they canoot be sdmitted. The afliftant preacher refides in Colonfay, but
!:hﬁrt- is no proper houle built for his accommodation ; and there is no church

to (helter the people from the inclemency of the weather,
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no place for a bell, and was never feated. The manfe was
built about 18 years ago; till then thiere was no manfe in the
parith. New office-houfes were buiilt, and the manfe was re-
paired about 4 years ago, but fo infufficiently, that it needs
new repairs. The ftipend is 2000 merks, out of which the
minifter pays, in terms of the decreet of augmentation, 8co
merks to his afflftant in Colonfay. The manfe and glebe
may be worth ahout 2cl. The allowance for communion
elements is 21, 10s. This fum is exceedingly {mall, and not
at all adequate to the purpofe. It is a peculiar hardfhip to
the minifter of Jura to be tied down to pay {uch a large pro-
peortion out of his benefice to an afliftant-preacher, while he
muft, at the {ame time, incur the expenfe and danger of crofl-
ing broad perilouns ferries to marry and baptize tn the other
Mlands. It is believed that there can be very few inftances
produced in Scotland, where the minifter is not allowed to
ftipulate with his affiftant, but obliged to take his chance of
payments himfelf, and regularly pay his afliftant a fum equal
to 2-5ths of his ftipend,—There are no funds for the poor
except the weckly colleétions, and the calualties from fines
and marriage-money. Thefe different items may amount to
tol, s-year. The poor in this parilh are not much in the
" habits of going about and begging j they are generally affift-
ed by their relations, and very few of them have their fole
dependence on the parith box.~There are 3 {chools ; a parith
fchool, and 2 charity fchools. The parith fehoel is in Jura;
the falary is 71.  One of the ehai'ity fehools 1s 1n (jc}]anfay,
and the other in Jura. The falary of each of thefe 15 15l
Thefe {chools are of prodigious fervice towards enlightfning
the underftanding, and improving the heart of a generation,
that otherwife would be neglefted. So many inflances can
‘be pmduced from the hiftory of mankind, and from the nobls
exertions of the Society for Propagating Chriftian “Knows

3 T t 2 ledge,
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ledge, to prove that induftry, probity, and every virtue,
grow and flourifh, not in 2 flate of favage ignorance, but of
civilization, of light, and of religion, that every encourage«
ment cught to be given to this excellent inftitution. It can
be fhown in the clearet manner, that the landlords in the
Hi ghlands and iftands, vught not only to be punétual infulfl-
ling the eafy requifitions of the Society ; but that it is their
intereft, thould the charity fchools be withdrawn, to educats

the youth at their own expenfe *.

AfifeeHancous Obfervations.—The language univer{ally {po-
ken in the parifh is Gaelic. Very few of the eld people un-
derftand Englith. But from the laudable endeavours of the
fchoolmafters to teach their fcholars the vocabulary, and ufe
of that langnage, and from a general opinion gaining ground,
that it will be of great fervice in life, 1t 15 hoped that the rif-
ing generation will make confiderable progrels in acquiring
the Englith language. The inhabitants do not feel that
ftrong defire of bettering their circumftances, that would fti-
mulate them to exertion and enterprize. Initead of trying
the effefts of indufiry at home, they fofter the notion of get-
ting at once into a ftate of eafe and opulence, with their rela-
tions beyond the Atlantic.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—Among the difﬁdvantagm
of this parith, are its remote fituation, the breadth and diffi-
culty

® Price of labonr.~A male fervant employed in the bufinels of farming, gets
for the hall year 21.; a female fervant employed in the {ame bufinefs, gets fur
the half year 11; & day labourer is paid 6d. and his vituals; atailer 6d; a
fhemaker 6d.; aboat-carpenter 15, a day and victuals. The price of laboury
though confiderably higher than it was fume years ago, is flill apparently low ;
Lut the labour is in proportion. Indufiry and the arts, have made fuch flow
progrefs, that the ezpenfe of labour is full higher than in the low coun
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culty of its ferries to the main fhore. Had the inhabitants
eafier accefls to fee the induftry, and mode of Living in the in.
terior parts of the country, they would probably follow the
example of their more enlightened neighbours. DUnder this
difedvantage, the landed gentlemen ought to beftow deuhle di-
ligence in opening the minds of the people ; turning their at-
tention to the common branches of education ; intseduciog -
mong them 2 fpirit of induflry and improvements. The
ifland of Jura labours under a peculiar difadvantage from the
great number of rapid rivers with which it is interfedted.
Theie come tumbling down from the mountains ; apd as they
are not bridged, render the roatls often impaflable. There
are no lefs than 6 of them in the fpace of 4 miles. -The Gwl
ufed in this paruh is peat, which, from the frequent rains in
this watery climate, becomes very precarious. Laft {uramer
not above half the fuel was got home, and even that in very
bad condition. But it is hoped that the legifiature will adopt
proper meafures to take the duty off an article fo univerfally
and abfolutely neceflary as coal.

The advantages of this parifh are its nearnefs to the lochs,
where herring are caught ; the great quantities of fea-weed
every where on the fhores, both for the purpofes of kelp and

of manure. The fea-caral of Colonfay 1s a wvaluable article.
The flate of Balnahuaigh brings confiderable retwrna to the

proprietor. The fand for glafs manufatture, and the flate in
Jura, {urely deferve attention. What in this ifland might be
turned to great advantage, is its excellent wool. Were a few
{pinning machines introduced, and blanketing, and ftockings
manufaftured, the hands that could be fpared from agricul-
ture and palture would be ufefully employed, and, inftead of
being a dead weight on the proprietors, furnifh an example
of ufeful induflry to their neighbours. The white herring.
filbery is an obje&k which might be profecuted with advantage

from
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from every corner of the parifh. The harbours of Jura, in-
deed, give it great advantage for large veflels, but through
all the iflands there are creeks for fmall fithing boats. Per-
haps the beft mode of encouraging the young men to embark
in this undertaking, would be for the gentlemen to join with
them in fitting out a few boats of moderate fize for that pur-
pofe. Should thefe boats be fuccefsful, they would be the
means of circulating money, an article which, from the ab.
fence of trade and manufallvres, is very fcarce among the
Iower clafles. The little fums introduced in this way, would
roufe a fpirit of adventure, and give new f{prings to every
kind of induftry. From fuch imall beginnings the extenfive
fithery carried on by our bufles took its rife.

NU M.
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