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NUMBER XXVI

PARISH or GIRVAN.

(CounTY or ATYR, Srnop oF Grascow AND ATYR, Pars-
BYTERY OF ATR.)

By the Rev. Mr. Janes Tuomson.

Name, Geograpby and Natural Hiflory.

THE origin of the name is unknown. In a decreet of lo-
cality, dated 1666, it is written Griffan, and was pro-
bably, at that time, fo pronounced. The change of Griffan
into Girvan, is fomewhat fimilar to that of Striveling into
otirling. The greateft length of the parifh from 5. W, to
N. E. is about g Englith miles ; andfit varies in breadth from
2 to 6 miles. About two-thirds of the fouthermoft part of
the parifh is hilly. The hills never rife to a height, which,
in Scotland, is confidered as mountainons. ‘They are, for the
moft part, green ; and when they sre heathy, the heath is
{horty and generally mixgd with grafs, Evenin what may
be
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336 Statiffical dccount

be called the lowlands of the parifh, fituated on the fea-coaft,
and the banks of the Girvan, though there be a confiderable
proportion of flat ground, yet the furface prefents, in generad,
a hilly appearance. A great variety is to be found in the
foil ; but that which i3 moft prevalent, confilts of a dry light.
monld, on a fandy, or gravelly bottom. In the low part of
the parith, the air is remarkably dry and mild ; and in the
light lands, vegetation begins 2 or 3 weeks earlier than in the
country in general, In the high grounds, the air being much
colder, and more moift, vegetatien of every kind is much more
backward. It is generally thought there isabundanceof coal in
the low part of the parith ; but no attempts to difcover it have
been yet made. The inhabitants are plentifully fupplied from
thecoal-works in the parith of Dailly. Thereis a great gquan-
tity of lime-ftone in the high part of the parith: but owing
to its diftance from coal, the want of roads, or the unfitnefs
of the neighbouring grounds for agriculture, it has hitherto
been but little ufed. The lowlands are well fupplied from an
extenfive lime-work in the neighbourhood. Little or no free-
ftone has, as yet, been difcovered in the parith. Pudding-
ftone, and a kind of rotten rock, abound aimoft every where,
In fome places the grey and blye whin.ftone is found. In
one fpot a fmall guantity of gypfum, or plalter-ftone; and, in
another, a confiderable bed of fhell-marl have been difcovered,
The houfes are all built 6f whin-flone, gathered partly from
the land, but chiefiy from the fea-beach.

The fea-coaft extends npwards of 8 miles along the W. fide
of this parifh. .Above a third part of the fhore is bold and
rocky ; and, when flat, the beach is very generally covered
with large whineftones. In fome parts a confiderable quanti-
ty of fea-weed is occafionally left by the tide; and is ufed in
maznuring the neighbouring lands. A little kelp is made

’ once
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Of Girvan, 337

breé in 3 yedrs. A quantity of falmon is annually caught at
the mouth of the Girvan ™.

Population—According to Dr. Webfter’s report; the nume
ber of fouls in 2755 was 1x93. Of the ancient tate of popus
lation in the parifh, no certain information can be obtained.
No regular regifter of deaths and marriages was kept prior to
Auguft r783, when the tax on regifters was impofed. For
about § years after that period, this regifter was accurately
kept+. A regifter of hirths has been preferved fince the lat-
ter end of the year 1733. From an attention to this, fo far
as it goes, fome probable conjefture concerning the ftate of
population at different periods may be formed: and a compas
rative view eof the former and prefent fituation of the parifh
in this refpe may be taken. For this purpofe, there is an-
nexed a table of births for 10 years {ucceeding December
1733 ; and another for 10 years prior to January 1791 : to
which is added a table of deaths and marriages for § years fuc-

ceeding December 1783,

Vor, X11. Uu Years.

#® They are moft in feafon in the moenth of June. When fold on the {por,
they brifg from 2.4, to 3d. the 1b. Englith. But the greater part is carried by
jand to Kilmarnock or Glafgow. It is believed that abundance of cod, ling,
haddock, &c. is alip to be found off this coaft ; bat the inhabivants of this pas
rifth have never much availed themfelves of their advantage in this refped?.

$ As loon 23 it was generally known that the adl impoling a tax on regifters,
did not oblige any perfon to keep & regifter; and that the only pegalty for nea
gledting to pay the tax, was the non-entry of the name in the regifter : the con-
fequence in this parifh has been, that the regifter of deaths bas, for fome time,
been totally given up, and thofe of births and masriages are not fo accurate as

they hould be.
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Yrars.| Biatss. |
Males| Fem | otal.
198z | 26 | 28 | 54
1982 | 24 | 23 | 47
1783 | 16 | 23 | 39
784 | 24 | 28 | 53
1985 | 26 | 36 | 6a

?_‘&ls. 1 B]l]"ﬂ‘_
Males,| Fem. {Total
1734 | 21 | 16 | 37

x735 | 9| 18| 27 |
2736 { 16 | 12 | 28

1737 | 14 | 22 | 26 |
2738 | 17 [ 16§ 33 ;

2739 | x4 | 19 | 33 | 1786 | 31 | 20 | g1
174> | 86 } 17 | 33 | 1987 | 31| 35 | 66
741 | 19 | 13 | 32 1988 | 29 | 26 | 53¢
17432 | © | 13| 32 178g | 25 | 35 | 6o
1743 | 23 | 14 ! 37 1790 | 33 | 27 | 6o
Totals, [158 (150 (308 i Totals, 265 281 546

Average, 5.8 [135. fSSuB? Average,|26.5 38.1 ;4.6

Yxars. DEATHS. [ Yxans. MARRIAGES.
Biales.
1784 9 1784 1§
1985 | 18 17835 0
1786 | 112 1786 8
1987 | 12 1787 13
* x488 | 30 14788 13
Totals, | 8o Totals, 54
Average, | 10 Average, 104 4

From

a8 A great number of children died this year of the (msll-pox. Al of them
had the difeafe in the natural way. There is ftill, in this panifh, a confiderable
petjudice again® inoculation.

1 From the feregoing tables, it eppears, that the anoual average of births for
30 years, preceding January 1744, wis 30.8. This, if multiplied by 26,
gives 300, 8 the average number of inhabitants during that peried. If multi.
plied by 28§, the nuomber muft be Rated st §6a; and, if by 29, at 803. From
the regifter of births, it is found, that the annual average for § years, preceding
1756, wag 40. This, when multiplied by 26, gives only 1040, as the number
about the peried of Dr. Webiter’s reports: but, when multiplied by 23, the
pumber at that period is brought to 1r20. The annual average of births, for
§ years prior to 1791, was 58 2.5ths. It is neceflary this fhould be mutiplied
by ag, before the population can, in this wxy, be brought nemly o correfpond

with what it was in 1791,
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From an accurate lift taken in the year 1791, it appears,
that the total number of fouls waa then 1725 : —Qf which

there were,

Males, - - - 830 Uonmarried above 20, 313
Females, - - - 896 Inthetownof Girvan, 1013
Under 20 years of age, 7ot In the country, - 713
Above 20 yearsof age, 1024 Born out of Scotland,
Married and widows, 713 chiefly in Ireland, 63
Unmarried, = « 1013

According to their different occupations, the inhabitants
may be diftributed as follows :

Handicrafifmen, inclu- Day labourers, - «+ 49
ding 33 apprentices, 203  Durgeons and apotheca-
Servants, = - 163 ries, = - - 3
Seamen, - - 22  Students at the Univer-
Bhopkeepers, - - 9 fity, - - - 3
Licenfed inn and tavern Minifter of the Efta-
keepers, - - & blitlkment, - - %

Yarmers, - < - 28 Preacher of ditte, - R

From the zhove flatements concerning the population of the
patilh of Girvan, it appears, that for upwards of half a cen-
tury it has been gradually increafing : that it is now double
of what it probably was jo0 or 6o years ago. Though it be
probable that the number of inhabitants in the country part
of the parilh, elpecially in the Lowlands, may be fomewhat
greater than 1t formerly was ; yet, without doubt, by far the
greateft part of the increafed population is owing to the exe
tenfion of the town of Girvan. 4o or §o years ago, this town
was very incopfiderable. According to the befk nocouwats, it

Yus confifted
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349 Statiflical Adccount

confifted of about 24 houfes only; and probably contained not
many more than 100 fouls, Tt now contains upwards of 1000,
For this great increafe various caufes may be affigned. A.
bout 30 years ago, a confiderable herring filhing took place
at the mouth of the river very near the town. This filhing
continued for g or 3 years. By the concourfe of people it
drew together, and by the wealth it produced, a fudden and
confiderable extenfion of the town was occafioned. The
throwing of a number of fmall farms together, which, at one
period, was frequently praétifed in this country, with the al-
moft total exclufion of cottagers from the farms, obliged a
number of families to take up their refidence in the towns
and villages. The pradtice of fmuggling, too, which, for a
number of years, was carried on to a confiderable extent on
this coafl, contributed, in no fmall degree, to the increafe of

the town of Girvan.

Produtions, WWe.~The number of trees is very fmall,
There is {carcely any natural wood better than brufh-wood.
A few trees have been planted in the low part of the parifh,
and in fheltered fituations have grown tolerably well. Itis
believed, that on many parts of the high grounds, trees might
be reared with {uccefs and advantage, All the low part of
the parith is capable of bearing grain; and, with the exception
of a few enclofures near the thore, has been chiefly employ-
ed for that purpofe. Confiderable sdvances have been made,
within thefe 30 years, in the improvement of agriculture,
The low lands bhave been almoft wholly enclofed. By the
proper ufe of lime, marl, and {ca-weed, together with a more
regular rotation of crops, the produce, both in quantity and
quality, has been, to a great degree encreafed. OQats, barley,
bedr, peale, beans, and potatoes, arc the only kinds of crops

coamonly raifed. A fmall quantity of wheat and rye is oc-
cafionally
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Of Girvan. 34%

cafionally fown ; but the former is thought an uncertain crop,
and the latter is found profitable only when the foil is ex-
tremely light and {andy. On one farm, feveral acres of tur-
nips are annually raifed with good fuccefs. The kind of
plough moft commonly ufed, is cne with an Enghth mould-
board, and a Scotch fock. Ewen in the hilly part of the pae
rifh, they have begun to cultivate {uch fpots of land as are
capable of it. For the moft part, lime is ufed as their ma-
nure. In fome plages the furface is pared and burnt, and the
ground mannured with the afhes. In general, however, the
difadvantages of the climate, together with the want of fhel-
ter and enclofures, render the crops, in this part of the parilh,
bothk fcanty and precarious. The high grounds are, therefore,
chiefly employed in the pafture of cattle and fheep. The
greater part of them is indeed capable of being ufed in no
other way. There are about 150¢ head of cattle in the pa-
rifh. Though, occafionally, there may be fingle inftances of
their rifing to a great fize ®, yet the cattle, in general, are ra-
ther fmall. In fome parts of the parith they are completely
fatted ; but the bulk of them are fold for the purpofe of be-
ing driven to England. In the low pafture grounds, the
grafs is remarkably rich. A fingle acre is fometimes more
than fufficient to fatten an ox or cow of moderate fize. There
are about arg f(cores of ftheep. KExcept s very few of the
mixed breed between Scotch and Englifh, they are all of the
{mall black-faced kind common in this ceuntry. Attention is
paid by almotit 2ll the farmers to the improvement of the kind
they already poflefs ; but no attempts have been yet made to

introduce a different breed.
The property of this parith is very unpequally divided a-.
mong

® Anox bred by Mr. Kennedy of Dunure, on hit farm in this parith, was
killed when 6 yesrs old; the beel and tallow of which, together, weighed &2
fione § pound, reckoning a4 pound Englifh to the ftone.
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mong 1o different heritors. One only of them refides. Mr,
Hamiiton of Bargeny, is proprietor of the town of Girvan,
and of hy far the greatelt part of the country parifh. There
is a fpot of ground among the hills, fuppoled to be above 30
acres in extent, which may be confidered as a kind of com-
mon. It has pever, in the memory of man, been claimed or
poflefled by any individual; but is paltured in common by the
tenants of thofe proprietors who have land in its immediate
neighbourhood. In confequence of the improvements in agri-
culture, the advance in the price of cattle and fheep, and the
in¢reafe of the town of Girvan, the rent of land in this pa-
fifh has, within thefe 40 years, been very confiderably ad-
vanced. At prefent (1991) the rents of the whole may be
ftated at about 32001l., and, when fome old leafes are out, they
will amount to a good deal more. Its valued rent is 4621 1.
4. 1od. Scots. With the exception of a few, whole leafes are
of an old date, the tenants pay their whole rent in money,
In fome inftances, they are bound to lead cozls to their land-
lords, of to pay a certain fum for this purpofe.

Antiguities.—-There age, in this parifh, § of thofe fmall
round enclofures on the tops of rifing grounds, which are
commonly called camps. Two af them are very near the
{fea-fide, and none of them more than 2 miles from the coaft.
One of thefe is remarkablé for having 2 ditches, the 1 pa-
rallel to the other, and each furrounding the hill on'the top

of whiah it is fituated ¥,
Eccleftaflical

* A number of cairns were formerly to be feén in the parifh ; feveral of them
are now Icarcely diftingnifhable, the ftones being almoft wholly remaved. In
one among the hills, which, about 7 years ago, was laid open, there was found
a veffel fomewhat like an urn, open at top, made of earthen ware, unglazed,
and rodely ernamented. It will hold sbout two Englith pints, and, when found,
consained a fmall quantity of dult or afhes. It was enclufed in a Kind of coffin,

confifting of broad thin flenes id loofely together, $n
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Ecclefiaffical State, Stipend, Schools, Poor.—--The in
habitants of this parith belong almoft wholly to the Efta-
blifhed Church, There are not more than 20 Scceders, and
only 2 Roman Catholics. The King is patron. By the lait
decreet, given in the year 1666, the minifter’s ftipend is fix-
ed at §7 bolls 12} pecks of meal, paid at the rate of eight
ftone and an half the boll ; 31 bolls 8 pecks of bear ; 1 boll
4 pecks of oats; with 369 1. g5 8d. Seots, of money. He
has alfo a manfe and glebe, which may be valoed at 121, or
151.—There is one cllablifhed fcheclmalter, who refides in
the town of Girvan, He has, at an average, about o fcho-
lars. Of thefe, 30 are taught Engli/h, at the rate of 323, a-
gquarter ; 16 are taught writing and arithmetic, at the rate of
28, 6d.; and 4 are taught Latin at 3s5. Thefe wages, and
100 1. Scots of falary, with his emoluments as feflion-clerk
and precentor, render his place worth about 30l. a.year. A
number of private Ichocls are allo occaflionally kept, both in
the town and the diftant parts of the parith.—The poor’s
funds of this parifh are wholly under the management of the
kirk.fefhon. They arife from the intereft of 165 1. of flock,
from voluntary contributions, and from penzlties received
from thofe who fubjeét themfelves to the dilcipline of the
church. From the accounts for § years preceding January
1791, it appears, that the fum of 41 1. Sterling has, at aa
average, been snnually received ; that during the fame pe.
riod, the fum of 3Bl. has, at an average, beea annually dill
tributed ; and that in thefe y=ars, the average number of

thofe

In the town of Girvan, there is a whin-ftone of a dark {ea-greon colous,
oval-fhaped, its circumference meafuring 2 feet 4 inches, by a feot o inches
Concerning this ftone, tradition fays, that in former times, when a perfon got
his foot on it, he could not be atiached for debt. From time immemaorial, it
hes lain behind fome houfes, which, with their yards, formerly beloaged to the
church. .

-
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thofe who were regularly on the poor’s roll, amounted to
36, befides a number of others to whom occcafional afliftance
was given. It 13 to be obferved, that out of the above fum,
received chiefly on account of the poor, between 21. and 31.
are annually given to the prefbytery and feflion«clerks, the
precentor, and kirk-officer.

Town of Girvan.—The town of Girvan is fituated at the
mouth of the river bearing that pame. It is a poft town,
and lies on the great road between Ayr and Port-Patrick *,
The town of Girvan pofleflfes many advantages for trade and
manufaftures. In the neighbourhood of a plentiful corn
country, with abundance of coal within 2 or 3 miles, and
probably much nearer, it enjoys in fufficient quantity, all the
neceflaries of life. Standing very near the fea, and built on
a dry fandy foil ; its fituation is remarkably healthy. Its
harbour, far from being now a bad one, is capable of much
improvement. In its prefent natural ftate, the entrance into
the harbour is, at high water, from ¢ to 11 feet deep ; and
were 2 key to be built, which, it is faid, might be done for
zo00l. or 3oool., it would be rendered confiderably deeper.

The

® This town is a burgh of barony. A charter of ereftion was originally
granted to Thomas Boyd, Elg. proprietor of the lands okBallochtoul, on which
the town is chiefiy built. This charter was afterward renewed by King Wil-
liam to Sir Archibald Muir of Thornton, in the year 1696. The powers and
privileges granted by it 1o the proprietor of Ballochtoul, were regularly carcied
down, in all the fubfequent charters and inveftitures, from the Crown. Thefe
powers were, however, never uled ; till, in conleguence of the great increafe
of the town, Mr. Hamilton of Bargeny, the prefent proprietor, thought of exer-
cifing them, Accordingly, im the year 1985, the town of Girvan did, by his
direction, afflume the form of a burgh of barony, It is governed by 2z bailies,
and a council of 1o. The bailies sre anoually chofen by the council, and the
wacancies of the council are filled up by themfelves. But the fuperior has a ne-
gative upon both eleétions. The town, by its charter, enjoys all the liberties
and privileges belonging to other burghs DE the fame kind.
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The lurge never rifea here to any very great height ; and fo
happily is the harbour fituated, that veffels can ger out to fea
with 2 wind from almoft any quarter, if it does not blow very
hard. With fuch advantages, any kind of trade, and efpecially
the coal-trade, might, with good prolpeét of luccefs, be carried
on. Hitherto, however, little or nothing has been done in
this way. [Ihere is at prefent, ao more than one veffcl above
20 tons burden, belonging to this place, or trading ta 1t. The
reflt are all fmall, open, or half-decked boats, ufed for run-
ning falt from Ireland, or freighting goods from one part of
the coaft to another. Nor, till very lately, was there any
thing deferving the name of manufadture to be found in Gir-
van. The weaving of cotton-cloth has of late been intro-
duced by the manufafturers of Glafgow., Upwards of 100
looms are now employed, and the bufinels is extending every
day. That a fituation fo advantageous for trade or mann-
fatturea fhould have been fo long neglefled, may appear fur-
prifing ; but mgy perhaps be in fome degree accounted for by
oblerving, that Girvan is placed at a confiderable diftance
frown any great trading or manufaéturing town ; that no per-
fon bred to bulinefs, and at the fame time poffefling 2 good
capital, ever happgned to f{ettle here, or in the neighbours
hood ; and that habits of regular induftry were probably prea
vented or deftroyed by the pralice of fmuggling, to which
the .inhabitants were, for a long time, fo much addifted.
There is reafon, hawever, to hope, that if trade and manu-
faftures continue to flourifh in the country, in general, Gir.
wvan will, in a fhort time, acquire that fthare in them, to,
which, from its natural advantages, it appears to be eptitled,
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