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NUMBER XXXIIL,
PARISH or XKIRKMICHAEL:

(County oF Bawrr, Sywvop orF Moray, PRESBYTERY o
ABERNETHY.)

By the Rev. Mr. Jouw Gaawr.

Name, Eztent, Surface, &c.

W Monkilh hiftory, this parith derives its ecclefiaftic name
from St. Michael, to whom the chapel, where now the

kirke ftands, was anciently dedicated. If this account be
true, it may be obferved, that the tutelary patron, ever finee
the period of his eleftion, has paid little regard to the mo-
rality of his clients. In the Gaelic, the vernacular idiom;
it is called Sirath-ath-fhin, from “ Strath,” a dale, *¢ ath,"
8 ford, and * Fin,” the hero Fingal, fo highly celebrated in
the Poems of Offian. Tt is generally written Strath-avan,
avant beiug the sppellative for a river ; but the former ety
mon approaches much ncarer to the proviacial pronunciass
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tion. It is further confirmed by a ftanza, which is ftill re.
cited by the old people of the country.

Chaidh mo bheans bhatha?,

Ain uifg ath-fhin, nan clachan fleamhuin :
*3 bho chaidh mo bheans® bhatha’,
Bheirmeid zth-fhin, ainm an smhuin.

* On the limpid water of the flippery ftones, has my wife
been drowned, and fince my wife has there been drowned,
henceforth its name fhall be the water of Fingal.” It is the
tradition of the country, that in one of Fingal’s excurfions,
in purfuit of the deer of the mountains, after having croffed
the river, he was followed by his wife, who being carried
down by the violence of the fiream, {unk, and was drowned.
To commemorate this melancholy event, in which the hero
was tenderly interefted, he uttered the above flanza., Since
that period, the n-rater, which was formerly called An-uifge-
geal, or the White Water, in allufion to its tranfparency, af-
fumed by an eafy tranfition, the name of the ford or siver of
Fingal.

The parifh of Kirkmichael®™ is divided into z0 little dif-

trifts,

% It is preflumable, from its defolated Gtuation, the natural barriers by which
at is fepurated from the circumjacent countries, the detachad hills, and numep.
ous ftreams, by which it is mrerfected, that the parith of Kirkmichael has not
heen inhabited till of a late period. Several old people, now alive, remember
the ficft cultere of 2 {pace of ground within its precindts, that may contan, at
prefent, a tenth part of the whele population. To this circumitance, and the
coldnefs of the cilotate, it has been owing, that the pofleffion of the property
has wndergone [o few chapges. The bOrit proprictor, as far as ¢can be traced
back by the light of authentic records, feems o have been Macduff, Thene of
Fife. In a charter, where he makes a gift of the contiguous parith of Inver-
Iaun, it is faid, ** Malcoloius de Fife, falutem. Sclant praefentes, me dediffe,
et hac carta confismafle, Deo et Epifcopo Moravienfi, ecclefiam beati Peteri de

Iuveriven,
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Of Kirkmichael. 427

tri@s, called Davochs *. Several antiquaries have miftaken
the etymon of Davoch ; but the word 1s evidently derived
from Daimh, oxen, and Ach, field. In its original accepta-~
tion, it imports as much land as can be ploughed by 8 oxen.

In the Regiam Majeftatem, it is clearly defined +.
3 H 2 This

Inveraven, quam Bricius tenuit, et cum omni parochia totius Strathaven, cuma
decimis ¢t oblationibus, 1n perpetuam Eleemofynam.” This gift was made in
the £3th century ; and, upon the decline of the ancient family of Macduff, the
property was transferred to Alezander Stewart, Earl of Buchan, of the Royal
Family. In 1483, Sir Walter Stewart, grandlon of the Earl of Buchan, in
the illegitimate hne, refigned it to King James the 1IL. By King James the
IIL., it was given to the Earl of Huntly. In 1492, this gt is confirmed by
King James the IV., in favour of Alexander, Lord Gorden, Mafter of Huntly-
T'his noble family have continued the proprietors of the parith of Kirkmichael
ever {ince. So that during a pertod of near goe years, the obfervation of a
Greek poet, jultified by general esperience, upon the fludtuations of property
<an [carcely be applied to this diftriét.

Aqgpoy Araipindu Yivouny wori, vie 34 Minwos
Mo waldev sl arspd, Bapageai i dvipen;

* One of thefe belongs to that relpectable charadter, Sir James Grant ; the
ather ¢ are the property of his Grace the Duke of Gordon, a nubieman not
mare diftinguithed by his great and opulent fortune, than for the antiquity of
his family, his [plendid hoipitality, his patriotrim and humamty. What the
poeet Buchanan applied to one of his anceltors, may, with equal propriety, fub-
flituting the paft for the prefent, be applicd to hus Giace

Dives opum, joxuque carens, domus hoipita cundlis,
Pacis amans pkctus, tortis ad arma manus.

It is obferved by an eminent hitorian, that Charles V., was not more con-
fpicucus for his own good fenfe, than for that proof which ke exhibited of it, n
the choice of his mimitry, 'This oblervation wall apply to his Grace, in its full
latitude ; as the gentlemen, to whom his Grace has intrulted the management
of bhis bufine(s, have acquired an eftecm, to which caundour, integrity, and al-
fability have juftly entitled them. In this charaéter Mr. Tod is too well hnown
to reguile the feeble panegyric of the writer of this Statiltical Account,

t * Davata,” fays that writer, ** apud prifcos Scotos, gquod continet quatwor

Aratra terrs, quorum unumquedgue trahutur octo bebus. Al'Q quatuor aratta du-
plic.a
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428 Séatiftical Account

This parith lies at the weftern extremity of the county of
Banff, from which it is diftant between 30 and 4o computed
miles. On every fide, there are natural barriers which [e-
parate it from the furrounding countries ; from the paiiih of
Strath-dow, toward the S., by Leach’.mbic-ghothin, the de-
clivity of the fmith's fon: from the parifh of Cromdale to=
ward the N. by Beinn El:rumgl_a]. the hill of the winding
dale. Thefe are two long branches of hills, that, running in
an cafterly direétion, projuét from the northern trunk of the
Grampisn mountains *.  From the parith of Abernethy to-
ward the W,, it is feparated by moors and hills, that connefl
Cromdale hill with Glenavon ; from the parith of Inveravan,
by moors, and hills, and narrow defiles. The length be-
tween the extreme points that are habitable, may be about
1o computed miles. The breadth is unequal, Where 1t
tapers at the extremities, in {ume places, 1t 1s lefs than a
mile ; between the verges that bound the middle, it mey be
. - about

plicia intelligunt, quae funt octo fimplicia: fed fervari debet ufus, et confuetudo
locorum,. Fn nonnuilis libris hoe fegitur bavata terrme contra fidem veternm co-
dicum authenticorum.  Davata autem terree continet tredecem acras, Cujus
oftava pars comprehendit ungm acram, dimudiom acree, ot oftavam partem
acre.  This patfage fhov s, that in ancient times, n the Highlands, a fmull
purtion of land was cultuva ed, i companifon of the prefent. A davach of the
ordinary extent of thele dubnéts, would pow reguire, at leaft, three times as
many catzle to labour it, as were formerly employed acconding to the above
palfage from the Regiam Majeltatem. Hence, 1t may be inferred, that the
population has increafed in proportion.

% Grampian, frem Grint and Deinn.  Grint, like the &9w of the Grecks,
hias two oppefite meanings, In fume fragments afcnbed to Offian, it fignifies
bezutiful. This mezuing, now, is cbiolete, and it fignifies deformed, ugly, &c.
The old Caledonians, s thele mountzins abounded o gamwe, and connedling
beauty with utdity, might have given the name w the former funfe. Mr.
Henry Saville, aed Mr. Lhayd, two eminent antiguaries, call them Erfmlé
Erinn, from which comes the oft infledted Grampan of thie Remans.
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OF Kirkmichael. 429

about 3 computed miles. In its fhape, it refémbles an irre«
gular oblong oval,

Cairn-gorm, or the Blue Mountain, one of the high,
though perhaps not the highelt of thofe lolty mountains that
flud the Grampian defert, riles go50 feet above the level of
the {ea ; and Loch-avon not more than a mile from the foot
of the Cairn-gorm ®, 175~ feet. At the fouthern extremity
of the parifh, there is a cataraét falling from a height of 18
feet. From this cataraét te Lochavon, the fource of the river,
there are 8 computed miles; between the manfle of Rirk-
michael, which lies within 2 miles of the northermn extremity
of the parifh, and the above catarafl, there are 7 computed
miles, As the fource of the river there, is fituated fo near
the cultivated part of the coustry, it may be inferred, that
the fituation of the whole ground is very confliderably ele-
vated above the {furface of the {eat. The face of the coun-

try,

¥ For the height of this mountain and Lochavon, the wrnter is obliged to
James Hay, Efq. of Gordon Caftle, a gemleman of much hnowledge, whole

kil an olnerving, and whole accuracy in deforilbing natural appearances, are

Ty
well known to the Linngan Sodiety in Londen,

1+ Clofe by Lochavon, there is a large ftone ::.-ﬂlv.a_!l, Clach dhsan, from clach,
a ftone, and dluan, protedtion, or refuge. It hias beep a cavity within, capable
nf rmut:.-.r:iug 15 asmed mien, focorhinT to the ﬁgurr.' mascle wie af i de Il;;b.:n!;
1it.  Oue corner of 1t rifes 6 fect 4 inches in height,  “Che brezdth of @t may he
about 13 feet. Plain withuin, 1t nfes on the outfide from the feveral verges of
the roof, o & kind of wregular protuberapsee of an ebloag furm. In tmes of
heence and depiedation, 1t aflorded a retreat to frechopters.

Clach-bhan, trum clach, a ftone, and bean, a woman, is another Pone ftuat-
ed upom the tummit of a hill, ealled Meal-a-chaneimh, from meal, a hooll or
mound, and gageimh, fand. On opne fide, 1t meafores 20 feet in height: On
the ather Dede, it is lower and of a floping ferm.  In the face of it, 2 feats hme
been excavated, refembling that of an armcd chair.  Till ef late, this flone
wied to be wilited by preguant womnen, not on's of thi., but from diitant coun-
tries, imprefled with the fuperttitious adea, that Ly fitting in thefe feuts, the
pains of traval would boesmes cafy ty them, and uvther obftetrical afiftance
wndered unneceffury,
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430 Statiffical Account

try, in general, exhibits a bleak and gloomy appearance. 1In
crofling the centre of it, few cheering objefts attradt the eye
of the traveller, From detached hills covered with heath,
and deftitute of verdure, where here and there a lonely tree
marks the depredations of time, he naturally turns with a-
wverfion. But, fhould he happen to pafs after a heavy fall of
xain, when the numerous brocks that interfeét the country
pour their troubled flreams into the roaring Aveon, he muft
commiferate the condition of the inhabitants, at fuch a fea-
fon, precloded from the ref of the world, snd even from en-
joying the {ociety of each other. Frequently in winter, the
fnow liea fo deep, that the communication between it and
other countries, becomes almoft impra&ticable. The banks
of the Avon, however, are pleafant enough, and in different
places tufted with groves of birch, mixed with fome alder.
This being the largeflt flream that waters the country, from
its fource to where it falls into the Spey (the Tueffis*® of Ane
toninus’s Itinerary), it flows over a2 {pace of 24 or 25 miles,
including its windings. In the parifh, there are 2 other lefler
fireams, befides a variety of brooks; the one called Conlas,
from cuthin, narrow, and glas, green, and the other, ailnac,

from eil, a rock, and nidh, to walh,

Cilimate.~Yrom its elevated fituation, the numerous brooks
by which it is interfe@ed, and its wvicinity to the Grampian
mountaing, it might naturally be expefed, that the atmo-
fphere of this country has hittle to recommend it.  OfF this,
the inhabitants have [ufficient experience. Their winters are

always cold and fevere, while their fummers are feldom warm
and

* Tueilis, from Tuath, north, and wifg, water, by way of eminence, being
the largeft river in the N, of Scotland, it was afterward called Spey, from
$padha, » long ftride, in allufion to the length of its courte,
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Of Kirkmichael, 441

and genial.” The diforders confequently to which they are
fubje®, may, in a great meafure, be attributed to their clis
mate., Thefe, for the moft part, are coughs, conlumptions,
and affectiovns of the lungs, by which many of thofe advanced
in life are cut off, and frequently feverals of thofe who dis
at an earlier peried. In fummer and autumn, what the Me-
dical Faculty call nervous fewers, chiefly prevail, and fre-
quently prove fatal, Thele are the common diforders.

Soil, Springs, Natural Hifory, &c.—As the face of thia
country rifes into hills, or finks into valleys, as it flopes into
declivities, or extends into plains, the loil accordingly variese
Along the barks of the Awvon, and the brooks, it generally
confifts of a mixture of fand and black earth ; in the meore
elevated plains, of a pretty fertile black mould, on the flop-
ing declivities, of a kind of reddifh earth and gravel; the
nearer it approaches the fummits of the hills, it is mixed with
mols and gravel. In fome few places, it is deep and clayey.
In the parifh, there are feveral fprings of mineral waters:
One in particular, is much frequented by people tronbled with
the flone, or labouring under ftomachic complamnts. Some
medical gentlemen, who lave made the experiment, affert
shat it is {uperior to the celebrated wells of Pananich on Dee-
fide. It has been obferved, that the hills of this country are
covered with heath, and deftitute of wood ; yet, in the iu-
terftices of the heath, there grows a rapk grals, and a plant
called Canach an Shleibh, or the mountain down, or which
cattle and fheep feed in fummer, and grow tolerably fat. The
foreft of Glepavon which 1s 11 miles in length, and be-
tween 3 and 4 in breadih, contains many green {pots, and
during 4 months of the fummer and autumn feafons, affords
pafture for a 1000 head of cattle. This forelt is the pro-
serty of his Grace the Duke of Gordon, Further, toward

4 the
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432 Statiytical Account

the 5., and formiag a divifion of the foreft of Gleravon, licz
Glenbuilg, alfo the property of the Duke of Gorden. Glen.
builg will be about § miles in length, and between 2 and 3
in breadth. If no part of it were laid under fheep, it might
afford patturage for §oo or Goo head of cattle.

The long and narrow defile that bounds the fonthern extre.
mity of the parith, and contiguous to the Avon, exhibits a
beautiful and pifturefque appearance. It is every where co-
vered with grals, the ever-green juniper, and the fragrant
birch, From the beginning of April, till the middle of No-
vember, fheep and goats, in numerous flocks, are conflantly
feen feeding on its pendent fides. In many of the Grampian
mountains are found, precious flones of a variety of colours.
But whatever may be their fpecific difference, they are all
denominated by the well known name of Cairn-gorm ftones,
that being the mountain in which they have been found in.
the greateit abundance. BSome of them are beautifully po-
lithed by the hand of nature, while others are rude and (hape-
lefs. They are ravked by naturalills in the clafs of to.

pazes *.
Population,

*® Limeftone i fo plenty, that there is fearcely 2 farm in the whele parith
above a mule and a haifs diftance from a guarry of it.  Freeflone s aifo found,
but of & foft and friable quality. A flate gquarry has been opened many vears
age, and occafionally wrought ; the ftone is of a greyifh colour. It is hard anid
durable, and fupplies the neighbsuring countries in that article, particularly
Strauthipey. So little tenacious 5 hes Grace the Duke of Gordon of his right of
property, that he allovws every perfon to ule thefle quarrics at pleature, free trom
ail reftraint. Tweoe marl pits have been dilcovered, but lying on the diftont
fkirts of the perith. Farmers bave not avatled themiclves of the marl as a ma-
nure ; there are few, however, who ufe not lime for this purpode.  In the year
1736, an iron mine was ppened o the il Leach.mhbic-ghothin, which feparates
this parih from Strathdon, by 2 branch of the York-Budding Company, then
re(iding in Strathfpey. It was conunued to be wrooght ull 1939, when, by a
derangement in their affairs, they left that country. Since that period, it has

B
beco totally abandoned. Tius aune alio, i the property of the Duke of Gordon,
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Population, &c.~-According to Dr. Webiter’s report, the
population in 1755, was 1288. No feffional records are now
in exiltence belonging to this parith, previous to the 1725,
when the incumbent before the laft was admitted. Ever
fince, it has not been poflible to keep them with accuracy.
Diflenters, of whatever denomination, watch the opportunity
of encroaching upon the prerogative of the Eftablithed Church.
As the third, then, of the people of this parifh are Roman
Catholics, the prieft generaily takes the liberty of fharing im
the funtions that belong to the Proteftant clergyman *,

By the moft accurate inquiry, it has been fouad rhat this
parifh contains 1246 inhabitants, young and cld, and of hoth
fexes. Of thele, 384 are Roman Catholics : &ll the indivi-
duals of each profeflion are included, in 253 families, con.
taining, at an average, § perfons to a famuly, with 265 chil-

Vor. XII. 31 dren

# From this circumftance, it maft happen, that thrrdill be feveral mar-
riages and baptifins unknown to the feon, and conlequently cannot bave place
in its records. Hitherto, the prefent sncumbent has not checked thus encroach-
ment, from his averfion to every kind of illiberal intolerance ; but, on the con-
trary, allowed the Reman Catholic prieit to uie every liberty, as if toleration
had extended tu this country. He =zallows him to meafry and hx;ptize‘_im-
pofe penalties, and exat them among his own people, in the fume manner as
if he were of the Eiablilhed Church. The writer of this fanftical article
mentions this circumftance, as he thinks it gught to be an invaviable rule of
cvonduct to praftilie that divice precept, in doing 1o others, as we would with
others do unto us. Some years agn, too, the taxes impofed vpon deaths, mar-
riages, and baptiims, made them be confidered as a kind of contrzband goods,
and for that reafon, many of them were & much as poflible concealed from
publick view, that they might elude an impofition, which théy called tyran-
sical and uppreﬂ'i\r:. Thnugh in a different !anguagt, this m}velt'_n,.-' ta their ox=
perience, incited the ptnp]c l'rlfqu:utf_r te utter the |n:rlignant ientiment of Ba-
Jacalus, general of the Anfibariy, 5 mentioned by Tacitus, * Deefle,” fays he,
* rerra ingua vivamus, in qua meriamur, non poteft.” To the operstions of thele
caufes, it muft be imputed, that fo little fatisfactory light, refpefting the popu-
lation, can be denved from the mutilated records eof thé feffion of Kirk-
michzael,
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dren under 8 years' of age ®*. During the 4 laft years, accord«
mg to a late furvey, there have been born, at an average, an.
nually, 32 children, in the proportion of 21 males to 19 fea
males. Old women are found to be more numerous than old
men, in the preportion of 3 te 3. In this period, 1o have
died of each; two men at the age of 95 and 86 years 5 and
two women at the age of 93 and g5 years. During the
fame period, 14, at an average, Iave died annually. There
13 juft now living, two men 88 years each, and three women,
87, 8g, and g1, each. The average of marriages for the lafk
4 years, bas beén 6 annually.—By a pretty accurate calcula-
tion, the total of black cattle in the parifh, amounts to 1400,
with 7050 fheep, 310 goats, and 303 herfes. No other doe
meflicated animals are reared, except fome poultry, and a

few geefe.

Acres, Rent, &c.—-The whole parith, exclufive of the
foreff of Glenavun, Glenbuilg, and the hill pafture belonga
ing to the davoch of Delnabo, the property of Sir James
Grant, contains 29, 5¢0 acres, of which little more than 1550
are arable, The whole rent may be about 11001, Sterling ;
but to # certain extent of grals following cach farm, no reat

15 affixed.

Ecclefigflical State, Schopls, Poor, &c.—~The glebe, manfe,
and garden, occupy a fpace of between 9 and 10 acres, fitu.
ated on an eminence, and hanging upon the floping fides. A

part of the foil is poor, and a part tolerably fernle. The
value

* Hy confulting the feflion records for the years 1749, 1750, and 1751, when
the records appear to have been Kept with more than ufual accuracy, in the

frft of thefe periods, there were born 14 malea, and 14 females; in the fecond,
23 males, and 30 females; and, in the third, 16 males, and 16 females.
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watue of it may be abount 61. *. The church was built in
1747, and has been never fince repaired. As a boufe of
worfhip, it would appear to a firanger to be totally deferted.
A few broken windows mark the fable walls: the glafs is
broken, and gives free accefls to the winds from all the car.
dinal points. Waere the people enthufiaits, a little current of
air might be neceffary to cool them ; but in their prefent dif-
pofition, they frequently complain of the inreads of the cold,
to difturb them in their fober meditations; yet they never
exprefs a wifh to remove the inconvenience. Their apathy
ig the more extraordinary, as his Grace the Duke of Gorden,
is ever ready to liften to the reprefentations of his people,
and never refufes to grant them a jult and equitable requetfl.
Sir James Grant is patron of the parifh. From 1714, tiil
786, the ftipend of this parifh was no more than 471. 4 1.
5+d. Sterling, ﬂuring the latter of thefe years, his Grace the
Duke of Gordon, informed of the fmallnefs of the living,
was pleafed to beflow upon the prefent incumbent, without
the painful feeling of folicitation, & gratuitous augmentation ;
and this et a tme when the Court of Seffion were inimical.
to fuch claims. The ftipend, at prefent, is 681, 6s. 8d.
Sterling, with 1ol. Stesling, allowed by his Grace for a houfe.
It will not be deemed a digreffion, to mention that his Grace
gave a farm to the preflent incumbent, at a moderate rent,
when an advanced one, and a fine of 20 guineas were offered

by others.—There are 2 fchools; a Society one at Tammtoul,
LI with

* Mo grafs 1s anneaed, except a fhare of the common hill patturage. Tt liea
at the diftance of 3 computed miles from the mois, to which there is a bad road,
ufing into alfcents, and falling into declivities. In rainy weather, a kind of
gully contiguous to it, becomes impaffable, whick frequently prevents the mi-
pilter from getting home his fuel in the proper feafon. Owing to this circum.
ftance, he is generally ill fupplied, and obliged to accommodate himfelf at foma
diltance in the peighbourhpod, at & confiderable expenfe.
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with a falary of 131, 105, and a parochial one at Tamch-
laggan, with a falary of 81. 6s. Bd.—No funds appropriated
for the relief of the poor, have been hitherto eftublifhed in
this parith. Three years ago, the trifling fam of §l. Ster-
ling, was bequeathed by an old woman; and, without ex-
aggeration, few parifhes ftand more in need of the charitable
contributions of the well difpoled. The number of the old
and infirm at prefent on the lift, amounts to 32 peifons;
while the annual colle@ion, diftribured laft week, came to no
more than 42s. 6+ d. Sterling. In this large treafure, defign-
ed to be incorruptible, beyond the power of moths and rufl,

there were I s, § fixpences, 443 d., and 5o farthings *.
The price of provifions in this country has been different,

at different times. In the reign of King William, it is well
known

¥ In the years 1782 and 1783, the incumbent jelt experimentally, the wretch-
ed condition uf:_l_Jtl'-t poor here, and frem the newghbouring countries. Though
his own income was only, at that time, 471. 43, 5§d. ; vet, of this pittance, he
c:p-cuﬂed_ at a muoderate ::itir_'ulntmrr, 'jll. S'I:Erhng, each of thele years, in cha-
rity. Freaching that virtue to others, the foriorn urged their claims to him for
the practice of his doétrine ; nor were their claims, proportionate to his abili-
ties, reiufed. During the above years, his Grace the Duke of Gordon extend-
ed u humane cencern to the diftrefles of the inhabitants, by lupplying them in
meal and feed-corn, at a moderate price. No perfen, as far as the writer of
this fiatiftical article knows, died of want, though, it may be prefumed, that
2 portion of aliment unufually fecanty, might prove the ultimate caufe of the
death of feveral. As the poor are peculiarly wnder the protedtion of provi-
dence, and left as a tax upon the affluence and luzury of their more fortunate
trethren of mankind, it were to he withed, that in parithes where there are
no funds, where the contributions are fmail, propnetors would be pleafed to
Beftow {ome little annual fum, under proper refirictions, to afford them relief,
Such charity might contribute to fecure themfielves a property in a more per-
manent country, and better climate than the prefent, where, even according to

Homer,
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koowmn that a famine prevailed over the whole kingdom, and
continued during feveral years. Either agriculture, at that
time, mu{t have been imperfedly underiioed, or the calamity
muil have been {evere, when a boll of meal coit 11 6s. 8d.
Sterling. The year 1709, is allo noted for a dearth, and
winter, uncommonly rigorous over every part of Europc ¥,
Among

* In France, 1t is defcribed by a Poet of the tune, as blafting trees, and af-
efting even the vine.

[ £

# s hing,” {ays he, ¥ noftros et nux et oliva per agros

Interut, brum=gue truci vix reftitic ilex.”

The effedts were felt in this country, and vitual rofe in proportien ; the ball
of meal colt 1l. 33. Sterling. There are many ftill alive, who remember the
year 1740, The frofts came in September, and the fuow fell fo deep in Odto-
ber, that the corn continued buried under it, till January and February fullow-
ing. At that perniod, the boll of meal rofe to the exorbitant price of 305 the
bull : and to increale the milery of the people, thofe who feld it, frequently
mixed it with lime, which to many proved fatal. To fupport life, the people
over the Highlands, in general, were obliged {requently to let blood from their
cattle, a pradtice now that is never ufled in this country. About 30 years ago,
the fealons being favourable, the boll of meal fold at the low price of 635 8d.
During the lait 20 years, the average price, exclufive of 19841 and 1953, has
been about £6 5. Sterling. The price of black cattle and theep, for 8 years
backward, has been, upon the whole, high ; cows and calves have fold for 5l.,
6L, and 7l each; fheep and lambs for 105 and 12s5. each; oxen for §L and
71. each, fometimes 3L  For the 3 laft years, the prices have abated near a
third. Poultry fell for 6d. and 94. each, and pullets for 2d. and 3d. each;
eggs feil av 2d. and 34 d. the dozem. The difference between the prices of
theie articles at prefent, and in ancient tillhts, cansot be accurately alcertain-
ed ; but before the year 1945, which forms a resmarkable wra in the Highlands,
oxen fold for 2 1. and s0 4. ; cows, with thewr calwes, for agw, and 2046, and 3053
and (heep, with theiwr lambs, 29 6d., and 35 6d.; and other articles in pro-
pertion.

From a confideration of the circumftances of the Highlands, which, previ-
ous to the X745, were in fome meafure fationary, it may be prefumed, that
during 8 confiderable time, thefe were the ftandard prices; but the fpirit of
commerce introduced into the 5. of Scotland, operates with extended infiyence,

ard
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Among other grievances, it muft not be onmtted, that the
inhzbitants in this, and the contiguous diftriéts, defcant with
melancholy declamation, on the heavy and increafing taxation
impofed by Goverament, Sale, leather, and iron, whether it
be, in order to increale the revenue, they are, as it were,
farmed out, and have become a kind of monoply, or that an
addirional tax is laid upon them ; whatever be the caufe, they
bitterly complain of the unufuzal and exorbitant priges of thefe
articles. It is pleafant to hear them oblerve, that from the
tax vpon leather, in particular, they will derive one advan-
tage : it will diminith the number of beggars, by confining
them in winter to their booths to die at leifure, without the

tiouble of expofing them, as the Scythian Alani did their in-
firm,

and makes the prices vary here, according to the changes and fluftuations which
B produces,

Male fervants receive ji. Srerling, in the half year, the pened for which
they uluaily eNgage ; boys, a8, arnd 305, ; end mands, zos and 25w Sterling,
The price of day's labour, to men, 11 §4d., 10d., and 15 ; and
In thele, thewr meat is fomenmes incled-
The

i the half year.
o women S, and fometiones Bd.
ed, but in harvelt, thele wages are given, exclufive of their widtuals.

advanced price of labour, is one of the En'.m'a,m-h of which farmers chiefly com-
plain, They foel, from expericnce, that, in point of eafe, comfort, and inde-
pevdence, the condition of fervants, is more eligible than that of thewr mafters.
The Mhort term of engagement, wages immoderately high, infpire them with a
pride, infuience, and :ndifference, thut would freguently require a meek and
patient fpirit to breok. Nice in the choce af their food to [queamithnefs, it
muil neither fail Mort, nor exceed that exadt proportion of ceokery, which
their appetites can rebifh.  Care too mult be taken, that no offence thall he of-
fered them.  They muit fleep in the morning #s long, and go to bed at night as
foom, as their pleafore dictates.  Expoftelations are oppoled by rodepefs. I
their behaviour is difagreeable, their matters are at hiberty to provide thems-
felwes wath others, apainft the firft term. And {eidom do they fail te give
dcope for this iberty. Wnoen the term anuves, then, like birds of paffage, they
change their refidence, or migrate to diftant countries. In the prefent period
of thor hiftory, in this and the neighbouring countries, they feem to be the
only clals of fubyedts whe eajoy the mofkt, and abuile the freedom of the Englh

unibitotipn.

& Tha Liniversity of Edinburgls
The Univereily af Glasgee

= -



OF Kirkmichael. 439

firm, to the frozen blafts of their bleak mountains. Of every
tax impofed, as felt from expericnce, the {cller is ever fure
to avail himfelf, by exa&ing double in the price paid by the
purchafer. May not then the queftion he put, whether Poli=
ticians, and the [harp-eyed Argufles of the ftate, fhould not
make provifion againft this fpecies of fraud. The rent of
land is no doubt confiderably sugmented, but ftill not beyoend
a juft proportion to its produétions. But when all the burs
dens under which the farmer labours are put tegether, the
exaltions of Government, advanced price of labour, nugf-
mented rents, fhort lesles, and confiderable fines, it muft be
acknowledged, that the condition of the farmer is far from
being eligible ; and that what Virgil faid of that profeffion,
in his own time, cannot be afferted at prefent.

O fortunstosa nimium fua i bona norint ¥,

Fillage, &c.—Tammtoul is the only village within the pre=
cinéts of this parifh. It is inhebited by 37 families, withouf
a fingls

* It is the Jot, however, of the generality of this clals of men, in moft parts
of the Highlands of Scotland, to be better acquainted with the reverfe of the
defcription. To go into their houfes, and take a view of their contepts, feata
covered with dult, children: pale and cmaciated, pareats ill clothed with care.
furrowed countenances, edhibits & friking pifture of Bythinian Phincus, as
defcribed by Apollenius Rhodius, whofe vidtuals the harpies cootinually de.
voured, and left the miferable owner to hunger and defpair.

Aproras prammess ywighn €aEy yapPeing
Teriyuny Agwader.

But in equity, moderation, and bummanity, his Gruce the Doke of Gordon, in
25 much ditinguithed from many of the other proprietors in the Highlands, as
by his great snd opulent fortuce. From that rage which now prevails for co-
lonizing the commtry with fheep,; his Grace i3 happily esempted, and is doter.
mined at the expimstion of the prefoat lcales, to difcourage n pradtice, that, by

an unreltrpined licynfe, would loon depopulate the country of its ancignt inha.

bitants,
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& fiogle manufa@ture, by which fuch a number of people
might be {uppofed to be able to acquire a fubfiftence. The
Duke of Gordon leaves them at full liberty, each to purfue
the occupation moit agreeable to them. No monopolies are
eltablithed here ; no reftraints upon the induftry of the com-
munity. All of them fell whitky, 2nd all of them drink it.
When difengaged from this bufinefs, the women fpin yarn,
kifs their inamoratos, or dance to the difcordant fonnds of an
old fiddle. The men, when not participatiag in the amufe.
ments of the women, fell {mall articles of merchandife, or
et themi{elves occafionally for days labour, and by thele meane
earn a fcanty fubfifience for themfelves and families. In
moulding human nature, the effe@s of habit are wonderful,
This village, to them, has more than the charms of a Thefla-
lian Tempe. Abfent from it, they are feized with the mal
de pais; and never did a Laplander long more ardently tor his
fnow.clad mountains, than they ficken ww revifit the barren
moor of their turf-thatched hovels. Here the Roman Ca-
tholic prieft Lhas got an eiegant mecting-houfe, and the Pro-
teltant clergyman, the reverfle of it; yet, to an expiring mode
of worlhip, it would be illiberal to envy this trasfient {upe-
riority, in a country where a {ucceflion of ages has witnefled
its abfurdities. A f{chool is ftationed at this village, attended
by 40 or go little recreants, all p;‘ﬂm:ﬁng to be very like their

parents ¥,
sAntigusties;

#* In perfonal refpedt and forrune, at the hezd of the inhabitants, muft be
ranked, Mre. M'Eenzie, of the beft inn, at the fign of the horns. ‘This he-
roine began her career of celebrity, in the accommodating dufpofivion of an ealy
virtue, at the age of 14, in the year 1745, That year {aw ber in a regiment
it Flanders, carefling and careffed. Superior to the littie prejudices of her fex,
fhe relinguiflied the firfk objed® of ber affestion, and attached herieif to a no-
ble parfonage high in the military department.  After a campaign or two {pent
in acquising 8 knowledge of man, aod the would, Scotiasl faw her agan; bLut

' wearied
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Antiguities, Eminent Men, 8ic.—No crofies, no obelitks, no
remains of antiquity have been hitherto difcovered in this pa-
rith. That it was ever vifited by the Romans, is not proba-
ble. In that expedition, in which Severus loft 50,000 men,
as recorded by the abbreviator of Dio Caflius, no veftige ex-
ifts that any part of his army purfued their rout through the
mountains aod defiles of Strath.ath-fhin: no marks of en-
campments are to be {een ; there is no traditiop, that either
Roman urns, or Roman coins have been ever difcovered. In
the year 1715, a fmall fort was ereéted in the fouthern ex-
tremity, but foon after, it was abandoned, and now lies in
yuins *.

Vor. XIL 3 K As

weatied of the inachivity of rural retireraent, fhe then married, and made her
huiband calil mn the Royal Highlanders, at the commencement of the warin
7. With hium e navigated the Atlantic, and fallied forth on Amerncan
gtound in guell of adventures, equally prepared to meet her fniends, or encoun-
ter her encinies, In the fields of Venws or Mars, as occafion offered. At the
conclufion of thoat war, e reviilted her natere coantry. After a vari:;l]ruf
victfitudes in Geomany, France, Hollend, England, Ireland, Scotland, Ame-
rica, and the Weit Indies, her anchor 15 now moored on dry land 1o the village
of Tammuoul. It might he imagined, that fuch extremes of climate, fuch dif-
cordant modes of hving, fuch afients and declivities, fo many rugged paths, fo
smany fevere brudles, as [he mult have expenenced 1n her progrels ﬂ.rm;gh late,
would have impared her health, efpecially when it 1s confidered, that the added
24 children to the aggregate of general births, befides fome homunculi thae
ftopped thort in thewr pallage. Wonderful, however, as it may appear, at this
moment (he 15 as fit for her ulual ackive life as ever; and except 2 or 3 grey hars
vegetating from 2 mole upon one of her cheeks, that formerly fet off a2 high
ruddy complexion, fhe ft:ll retains all the apparent fiethnefs and vigour of
youth.

® The great road that paffes through the country, to facilitate the march of
the troops between Perth and Furt-Gcﬂ-rgt, was pot made till the YEAr 1754 ¢
and now the ftages are fo bad, that few travel it. The roads here, 1n general,
are wretched beyond defeription ; and yet the people, in terms of the fletute,
are annually ealled out to work at thems. This only can be imputed to theis
irdolence, their want of the neceffary imalements, and the iguorance, or in.

differonog
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As far as tradition can be depended upon, no battle, nor
fkirmifh of eonfequence, ever happened in this country. The
enly one mentioned, was fought between Macdonald of the
Iles, and an Alexpnder Stowart, chief of that neme, The
former, with the greateft part of his men, was killed, and
from the carnage of that day, the place is ftill called Blar
nan Mairbh, the mols or ficld of the dead *.

If any perfons of eminence were ever born in this diflrift,
time has fwept them from its annals. Bur, if fuch there have
been, Mr. George Gordon of Foddaletter, is juftly entitled
to be ranked in the number. This gentleman’s abilities rofe
beyond that mediocrity, which fonietines acquires celebrity
without the pofleflion of merit,. As a chymifl and botanift,
his knowledge was confiderable ; and this knowledge he ap-
plied to the extenfion of the ufeful arts. At an early period
of life, he difcovered, that by 2 certain preparation, the ex-
erefcence of the Rones and rocks of the mountains, forms a

beautitul

difference of the perfons appointed to feperintend them. No good roads can
be cxpedted according to the prefent mode of management. Lo effedt rhis, a
commutation is ablolutely necelfary.  On the piver Ath-fhin, there 15 a bridge,
where it is croffed by the great road. Two other bridges, one at Delvoran, and
one at Delnacairn, a Little E of the kirk, would prove effentially wfelul, as
they world facilitate the water-courle, which at prefent 15 frequently inter. -
rupted, and render the communication fafe and commudious.  Awather upon
Adlnac nt Delnabe, and one upen Corlals at Ruthven, would allo be very ne-
cefluy.

* Cafual rencounters have frequently happened.  Manflaogliter, murder, and
robhery, at a penod not very remote, form a detimguilting feature in the cha-
racter of the Highlanders. But from the detail of fuch feenes of barbanty, tha
human mind turos away with horror. Oone influnce, however, it may not he
improper te mention ; In the year 0375, foon after the efftabliiment of the Re-
formation in Scotland, a prieft who had refufed to marry the ancle to the nicce,
was [eized by the ruffian and his party, laid upon a fagpot, bound to a fHone,
and in this manner burnt to death. The remembrance of this attrocious deed
is Ruil preferved in the name of the ftone, which to this day, 1 calied Clach-angs
bagaut, er the I'ticit’s flonc.
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beautiful purple dye. Tt is called in the Gaelic, crottal, from
crot, a bunch, and eil, 2 reck. He erefted a manufaéture of
it at Leath. At that place, in 1,64, the inventor died, much
regretted ; while his mind was tecming with various and ori=
ginal projeéts for the improvement of his country *.

3 K 2 Stature,

* As a contraft to the above gentleman, may be mentoned James an Tuim,
or James of the Hill. His real name was Grant, and the nephew of Grant of
Carron, a gentletman of property. While a very youug man, he commsitted
manilaughter at Elgin.  Bewmmg ngorovily profecuted, he betook himielf to the
hilis s woods of this country fur fhelter.  From that wandenng knd of hife
te which necelity hal sedoced lam, he (oon became noted for addrefs, firata-
gem, activiry, and tholc talents that are the refult of the {chool of adverfity.
In confequence of the fuccels attending fome of hus folitary adventures, a band
of delperadoes belonging to this parvh, attached themfelves to his fortunes ; un-
der lus conduct, they became the terror of the {urrsunding conntries, till at
fength cmbiacing a wider range, thewr lawlels depredations drew the atwention
of the parhament of Scotland, A confliderable reward was offered for appre-
hendmg him. A gentleman of the name of Macintoth undertooiz the atchieve-
ment By corrupting the landlord of an inn, which James an Tuim frequert-
ed, he expected w accompish his purpole ; but an hour or two hefore the
tume concerted for the pertidy, fuch was the mtclligence of the frecbooter, that
he came with his pariy to the houfe, forced away the landlond, and hung him
to an apple-tree, that marked the macch of the cuntiguous parith. There is a
letter flill extant at Catle-Cirant, written by the Privy Council, thanking the
Lawrd of thiat name for having apprehended him. Imprifoned in the caftle of
Tdinburgh, his wonted prefence ot mund did not defert him.. His wife came
to vifit him in his confinement, and brought a kit full of ropes with her, cover=-
ing the furince with butter, By the aid of this machinery, James an Tuwim made
his efcape.  He went over to Lieland, where having kilied one of the moft for-
midable freebooters of that country, Lord Antrim, as a rewad, procured him
a pardow feom the Crown 3 and haning returned to this country, he died a na=-
tural death. Such frequently 1s the exit of the profiigate, as well as the virtu-
ous, with refpudt to this world. A ftanza s fhil recited in this country, de-
feniptive of his charadter, according to the ftandard of exceilence that prevail-
ed at the rime,

*T'a mo ghradh s thar gach duinne
Ajr Sheimas an Toim',

Ruidh,
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Stature, &c.~—Many have afferted, that in Gize and Rature,.
the people of modern times, have decrealed confiderably from
that of their anceltors. The calculations of a Mr. Hennan
of the French Academy, upon this [ubjeft, are curious and
‘eccentric. This gentleman afferts, that Adam mealured 523
fect, and Eve 138, To what diminutive dwarfs is the pre.
fent generation dwindled down, in comparifon of thele vene-
rable prototypes of the human race. If this account were
true, the fable of Tithonus fhould have been realized long
ago ; and before this period, we mull have been reduced to a
fize lefs than that of the grals-hopper. Bur laying afide the
chimeras of conjefture, every old man in this diftri& can re-
evileét the time when many of the inhabitants were {tronger,
bigger, and more robuft than at prelent ®*. In this and the
furrounding countries, the mean fize may be about g feet 7

inches
Ruidh tu, Irumé tha, "t dhasfedh tu cruing
*5 chuireadh tu treun-fhir, a bhar am bhuion,

"5 cha 4* Mhailnich riamh d mhifnach, do
Thappa®, na d' lmm.

“ Above all others, James of the Hill is the objedt of my affedtion, expert
an running, in leaping, and dancing, and in overcoming the brave m wieliling,

Thou art the ahjedt of my lecret affection.
diredtion of an entightened realvn, might bave converted the frecbooter into a

Juch accomplifhments, under the

herao.
# Some little diference may be accounted for, from the operation of natural

canfes. When the feafons were more favourable, the population lefs crowded,
when neither a heavy taxation, augmented rents, nor conltaut labour crufhed
the body, nor enfecbled the mind; there 13 no ablurdity in foppefing, that in
fuch circumitances, men might have attained to a fuller growth and develope-
ment of Matare. The tree planted in 2 kindly fol, frikes a fronger root, and
fpieads more verdunt branches, than that cf the defert, Riotedin its vegetable
nutriment, and affailed by the blefls from the N.  And it 12 remarkable, that
in that rank of foclety, that is, neither on the ene hand, oppreficd by poverty,
nor on the other, punpered with luxury, the [Fmmetry of the bumah fdrm, i
the maoft beautiful and petfect.
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inches. There are 3 individuals in this pariilb above 6 feet ;
%3, § feet 10 inches ; and fome of them § feet r1 inches;
there are many who meafure § feet B inches in height.

Means of Improvement..—From the geographical view of
this country, it will occur to the attentive obferver, that the
condition of the inhabitants appears to admit of little mea
lioration. For the improvements of agriculture and manu-
fatures, the country is ill calculated. Till the country be
enclofed, artificial grafs cannot be railed ; and enclofures
would be attended with an expenfe dilproportionate to their
circcum{lances, as the farms are broken and difcontiguous ;
befides, that to fucceed in this branch of huibandry, they
would be obliged to difpenfe with {heep, at prefent their flaple
commodity., Upon the fuppofition that {uch a change fhould
fizppen, as the people are far from the market, grals wouid
become a drug upon their hands; and to {ubititute it in place
of ftraw for provender, would not indemnify them for the
expenfe. Such realoning may be fallacions, but it is theic
own, and hitherto has determined them to follow the pradtice
of their anceftors, to which they have invariably adhered, ex-
cept in the articles of turnips and potatoes. Of thefe, they
ratffe a confiderable quantity, what may be equal to twe
months of the annual confumption of the whole inhabi.
tants.

Manufaflures.—1In this parifh, there are 4 mills; the mul.
tures of thele together, will fcarce amount to 8o bolls of
meal, and this quantity multiplied by 33, the proportion paid
to each, will make the whole guantity of viftual raifed ia
the country 2560 bolls. When this number is divided by f
1256 individuals, it will be found, that each will have little
more to live upon, during the ycar, than 2 bolls of faeal; be-

fides,
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fides, that from the whole quantity of viftual, as mentioned
above, foreign beggars fubtradt, at a moderate calculation,
60 bolls. No manufaltures of any kind have as yet been
eftablifhed in this country; and the prefumption is, that a con-
fiderable time muft elapfe before fuch an event can happen *-

Learncd Profeffions.—All retainers to the law, except one
fheriff-officer and three conftables, if they can be claffed a-
mong that fpecies of men, feel this conntry rather cold for
their refidence. Never was the lolemn brow of a Jultice of
Peace feen in the parifh of Kirkmichael, before latt autumn.
At that time, two gentlemen, natives, were inflalled in the
office. Nor is there any danger like the poor fhoemaker and
tailor, that they will not find fufficient employment. A fpi=
rit of litigation, during many years ago, has prevailed among
the people. Unfortunately for them, this [pirit was originals
ly imported by flrangers, perfons whom the courtely of the

country dignified with the name of gentlemcn, but as much
entitled

* Precluded from an ealy commanication with the countries aronmd, living
in the mid®t of hills amd fcattered defiles, at the dultance of 40 meafured mles
irom the neareft {ea-port, the fituation of the people is very nnfavourable for
fuch an attempt ; befides that, they have few materials to work upon. Ther
eattle and theep, the flaple commedities, are droven to the 5., and fold there,
and their wool raw and unwronght, to the low countries of Bant’ and Moraw-
fhires. Even fhould that fpint of enterprife roufe them, it could not he of
Jung duration. The difficuity of getting fuel where the centre of the country
Lies far from mofies, the ddearncis of provifions where the land feldom produces
a f[ufficiency to fupport its inhabitants, would dampen their efforts, as they
would foon experience the manifelt advantage of others over them, inn the com-
petition of the diftant market. Before the year 1945, that ana of innovation
in the Highlands, every one almoft m this country, hke the famous Crufoe, was
bis own artifan. No later than laft fummer, a fhoemaker from Edinburgh, and
a tailor from Dundee, were obliged to defart the country for want of employ-
ment. Where thete are almoft ao handicraftfinen, there can be no appientices.
In a country {o remote from that element, there can be no feamen,
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entitled to that chara&er as 2 Ruffian bear., Now, at 2 an.
nual fairs held at the village of Tammtoul, one may fee the
law-fed wvampers walking in confequential flate, attended by
their clients, while words fweet as honey from their lips
diftil. But this honey, in the iflue, never fails to change into
gall, to fome one or cther of the contending parties *. Medi-
cal gentlemen are feldom called to this country. DMouutain
wir, and conftant esercife, render their aid, for the moft parr,
unnLCEWary; befid=s that, the pﬁﬂplu can 11l afford to pay docs
tors and retainers of the law ac the fame time,

Animals.—-The domelticated animals here, have no pecu-
liarity to diftinguifh them from fuch as may be met wich al-
moft in every other part of the Highlands. Thefe have been
deferibed already. The wild ones are deer, foxes, badgers,
l;un]ucats, otters, and hares. In former times the ravenous
wolf +, and the bounding chamois, were numerous in the
Grampian mountains . As 3 proof of this, it may not be

unacceptable

* The gentlemen of the law may be offended at the fuggeftion, but it ia
much to be delired, that proprietors would interpofe their authonty, by ap-
pointing fenfible and impartial men to decide upon the differences arifing a.
moeng their people.  Such, or the hike expedient, wght preferve induftrious fa-
mulies from ruin, and the unwary patents, from the dangerous impofition of
petiyforgers. '

+ The laft {faid to be killed in this country, was about 150 years ago; yet it
iz prubable that wolves were in Scotland for fome tuime atter that period, as the
laft kdled sn Irveland was in 199,

i It has been already mentened, that the Grampian mountains bound this
parifh toward the W. From this country they ltretch in a continued range, al-
moft without interruption to the Corran of Ard-gothar, where Invernefsthire
is divided from Argyllthire, by an arm of the Diu-caledonian fee. Ihu-caledo-
ntan s derived from Tail, a body of water, and Cael.doine, the Celtic men.
This word the Romans infleéted into Caledonia. Mr. Whitaker of Manchefter,
fays, that din figmfies water. In the Caledunian dialedt of the Celtic, at pre-
fent, fuch a word fignifying water, is not known ; yet, fuch a word may be fup-

poled
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unacceptable to the curious reader, to fubjoin a pafluge from
“¢ Barclay de Regno, et Regali poteftaie,” delcribing a fingular
kind of hunting feail, with which the Earl of Atholl enter-

tained Mary Qusen of Scots *.
Ia

poled to have exifted formerly, as it may fill be traced in the name of fome
Fivers. The Caledoman fea, according to the Alevandrian geosrapher, extend-
«d from the Muil of Gallow:y to Faro Head, Apxrmixss, fays fie, shaspas wripe
”lpm! ET T TS ILmy vy b Wi, o3 ,amp.:.!.;.hna;.

*® 4 Anno,” fays he, " 1563, Comes Atholiz ex regio fanguine princeps,
venativnem ingenti apparalu et wmagnis fumptibus, opumze atgque tllutnMimes
regine Scotiee enhibuit, cuni ego tunc adolefeens interect. Cujulinod: venationem
reziam noftrales appellare {vlent, Habebat aurem comes ad duo millia Scotorum
montanolem, quos vos hic Scotos fylveftres appellatis, quibus negotium dedit
at cervos cogercnt €X fylvis et montibus Atholie, Badenachise, Marriz, Mora-
viz, alnigue vicinis regionibus ; atque ad Jocum agerent senationt deilinatum.
ili vero, ut funt valde pernices et exped:1i, 1ta dies noctelque concurfarunt, ut
intra bimenfis tem pas Ili'l'l[.-'ItU-i- Lo00 CEYVOrum, cum damis et CATITELS unum in
Jocum compulerint : guos reging, principibulgue in valle confidentibus, et ¢
TEris qui una aderant ommbus vifendos vcnamiufque propofusrint. Secd wea
nmnhbi crede, omnes 1l cervy, velut agmune compolito incedebant. Haeret emm,
heerebitque femper id amimo fpe@aculum meo, ut ducem wnum et recto-
rems cerneres pracuntem, guem alin quoguo iret fublequebantur. Js autens,
cervus e1at forma preftant: et cornibus, ingens gua ex ré nom mediociem
animo cepit voluptatem ; cepit mox et timorem, ubi ad eam Atholius, qui ta-
dibus a puentia venationibus affueverat, vides ingquit ducem illum cornigeruyn,
qui turmam pret? periculum nobis ab illo eft,  Si enim aliquis eum luror, -
mhiorve ab ilto moutis dorfo in hanc plamitiem compulerst noftrum fibi quifijue
profpiciat : nemo certe ab injuria tutys erit: quandoquidem cmteri eum fequen.
gur confertim, et viam, fith ad hunc, qQuj a tergo elt montem nobis proculcans
ftatim aperient. Cujus fententise veritatem alus illico eventus patefecit. Laxa-
tus emm reging julle atque noamfus in lupum infigniy adivodum atque ferox
canis fugicntem infequitur, ita cervum illum duftorem exterruit, ut retio unde
venerat fugam capefleret: cundtique cum eo reprefli eruperunt ea parte, qua
montanorem corona arctillimé cingebantur, 1pfis vero montanis nuhal fpei, niul
perfugii re'iquum fuit, mifi ot frati in erica pronos fe proculcari, aut praterni
paterentur ; guorum nonnullos eervi tranfiliendo valnerarunt, alterum guogue
aut tertiuwm peremerunt, ut ffatim regin® ounciatum fuit. Et vero ita glome-

gatd evaliflent cownes, m homunes il venatus pentiflimi ipfos € veftigio fecuti
arte
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dn thefe mountains, it is aflerted by the country people,
that there is a {mall guadruped which they call famh. In
fummer mornings it iflues from its lurking places, emitting
a kind of glutinous matter fatal te hoifes, if they happen to
eat of the grals npon which it has been depofited. It is fome-
what larger than a mole, of a brownith colour, with a large
head difproportionate to its body. From this deformed ap-
pearance, and its noxious quality, the word f{eems to have
been transferred to denste a moniter, a cruel michievous per-
fon, whe, in the Gaelic language, is ufually called a famh-
fhear. Other quadrupeds once indigenous to the Grampian
mountains are now extinfl, and now known only by name ;
fuch as the Torc-neimh, or wild boar *, an lon, or the bifon.
Lizards, and ferpents, may be f{requently met with, and,
of the latter, different Tpeciefes, {ome of them firiped and
variegated, others black and hairy. It s a curious fadl, that
goats eat ferpents, without any prejudice from their bite.
Hence, it has paffed into a proverb, cleas na gaoithr githeadh
na nathrach, * like the goat eating the ferpent,” impozting 2
querulous temper in the midit of plenty. Incredible as this
fat may appear, it may not be improbable. Goats are ani-
mals that fred much upon plants and herbs ; and upon the
fuppofition that the bite of ferpents were more poifonous than
what they are known to be in our nerthern latitudes ; yet,
by an inftinét of nature, goats might be led to have re.

Vor. XII. 3 L courle

arte gquadam extremos ab iplo agmioe diftraxiflent, qui mox reginge et nobilium
canibus in predam cellere. Confedti autem co die fuerunt ¢irciter 360 cum § lupis
et capreis aliquot.™ )

& It has been afferted by fome antiquaries, that the bear was never s na-
tive of Scotland. It 15 & fack, however, well vouched, that during the refi-
dence ¢f the Romans in Btain, bears were {ent from it to Rome and baited
thers. In an ancient Gaelic Poem afcribed to Offian, the hero Dermid 15 fand
$0 bzve been killed by a bear on Beinn Ghiclleinn in Perthlire,
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courfe to fuch plants and herbs as are an antidote againit their
bite *.

Wood,

% In confirmation of this fuppofition, there is a pleafant ligtle fory told in
elegant Latinity, by Vanier the Jefurt. Tt will not perhaps be altogether a di-
greffion to cite the verfes.

Multela didicit quondam monftrante colonus
Tabificas, quid ruta valet ferpentis ad ictus,
Tlia relufantem cum forte lacefleret anguem ;
Infedtis quoties membimns lethale venenum
Hauferat, ad rutam fugiens, taftugue f2lubri
Occeulte medicans, non fegmior ibat i hottem,
Ruiticas excelfo rem demiratus ab agro,
Avullis, que {ola fuit, radicibus herbam
Abftulit; exanimis cadit heu! muflela veneno
Turgida nam toto rutam dum gusertar agro,
Intima cordz fubst, jam ron medwabiile viros,

Afrer this cafial manner, many of the medicamants of modern phurmacy,
have been originally difcovercd. )

There 15 alfo a fmall kind of reptile called bratag, covered with a downy
hair, alternately {potted into black and white ; of cattle happen to eat it, they
generally (well, and fometimes die. Tt has the fame effet upon fheep. The
birds in this parith are of the fame genus and fpecies with thoie of the neigh-
bouring countries; fuch as mootfowl, partndges, wild duck, crows, magpics
woodl pigeans, hawks, kites, owls, herons, fnipes, king's fither, Mwallows, fpas-
rows, blackbird, and thrufh. In the higher hills, are ptarmesgans.  In the fteep
amgl abrupt rocks of Glenavon, the eagle builds its eyry; and dunng the
latter end of fpring, and beginmng of {umomer, is very deftrudhive to kids,
lambs, and fawns. Some of the more adventureus fhepherds, watching them
at this feafon of depredation, fiequently feale the rugged rocks, where they
ucfile, and fhare with their young in the fpoil.  Till of late years that his fe.
qt]l:ﬂi:u{l haonts have heen diltnrbed by the ntrufion of more numerous Hocks
of fheep, the black cock, or gallus Scoticanus, was want to hzil the dawm of
the vernal morning anndit the hezths of this country. If, like the feathered
tribe in Afop, this fine bird could articulate, he might complain with the Peet,
# Mos patriam fugimus, et dalcia linquimos arva.”  Now he has fled to Strath.
fpey, where the numerous and extenfive woods afford him a fecure retrcat. The
black cock is well deferibed by Leflie, in bis Hiftory of Scotland. * Alia avis,"

foys he, ™ eft etinm in his regiombus nomerols, fuperiore miner [the caper-
coille]
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Wood, Shrubs, Herbs, Be.—At a period perhaps not very
remote, this country was covered with wood. In the hills
and mofles by which it is bordered, fir-root is found in fuch
asbundance, that it fupplies the iahabitants with a warm and
luminous light during the tedious nights of winter. Fre-
quently large trunks of the fir are found at s confiderable
depth below the furface. Occupied in this employment, many
of the poorer people drive the root to the low country, from
which they bring meal, iron, falt, and other articles in exw
change ; and by this mode of induftry, earn a precarious fub-
fiftence for themlelves and families during the fummer fea-
fons. No fr-wood, however, at prefent exifts, except a few
feattered trees in the fouthern extremity, upon the banks of
the Avon. The only woods to be feen, are birch and alder,
and thele covering but a {mall extent of ground. Till of late,
groves of alder, in which were trees of pretty large dimen-
fions, grew, in feveral places along the banks of the river,
but now they are almoft cut down, and will foon be totally
confumed. Thefle, with a little hazel, thorns, haw-thorns,
holly, willows, and mountain-alh, are the only f[pecies of
wood that ftill remain. Indigenous thrubs of different kinds

grow wild in the hills, that carry fruit, fuch as wild firaw-
3 L 2 berries,

teille] hirfutis pedibus, palpebris rubricantibus; noftri gallum pigrum tefguo-
rum appellitant.”  The caper-coille, once a native here, is now totzlly extinét,
and known only by name. He continued in Strathfpey till the year 1745 The
lait feen in Scetland, was in the woods of Strathglas, about 32 years ago.

iIf the fwallow may be excepted, the cuckeo and lapwing, * tiring its echoes
with uhvaried cries," are the only migratory birds that pay their annual vifits
to this country ; and after a fhort ftay, wing their flight to more genial cli-
mates.  The former feldom appears before the beginning of May, and often its
arrival is announced by cold blafts from the N., and howers of fnow, which
arc confidered as an aufpicions omen of the approaching i'umnfr, ‘This tem-
porary rigour of the weather is called by the people, glas.fhiontachd na cunch,
#r the heavy ftorm of the cuzkoo.
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berries, two kinds of black berries, and two of red berries.
In the beginning of bharvell, whena thefe fruits are ripe, they
are fought for with avidity by the poorer children, to whom,
during the feafon of their maturity, they fupply a portien of
food. It is probable, thar formerly, if at anvy time the la-
bours of the chale proved unfuccelsiul, even the men and
women of ancient Caledonia allayed their hanger by thele
fpontancous prodoétions of nature. Xho Caflius exprefsly al-
ferts, that our anceltors made ule of a vezetuble preparation,
by which they reprefled, for a time, that importunate appe-
1ite. Cafar feems to allude to it m his defcription of the
Chara. The foft infledted Chara of the Roman, cvidently points
to the Cor of the Caledonians. Cor fignifies excellent, fuper-
ominent, a very exprellive and appropriate name, if it fup.
plied the place of food. Tt grows a little below the furface
of the ground, and {preads laterally into feveral ramifica-
tions, carrying larger or fmaller knobs according to the fuil,
und at irregular diftances. In {pring it protrudes a {fmall
greenifh ftaik, and in fummer bears a beautiful flower, whicli
changing into pods, contains feed, when the root becomes in-
fipid and lofes its virtue. The country people, even at pre-
fent, are wont to fteep it among water, where having conti-
nued for foms days, it becomes a pleafant and nutritive
drinlz. Till of late that the little wood of the kind has been
better preferved, the inhabitants ufed in the month of March
10 extialt a Hquid from the birch, called* ﬁgn-na-ui,['g, a
bheatha, which they confidered as very falubrious and condu-
eive to longevity. By an eafy metaphor, the name has been
transferred to denommarte that well known fpirit diftilled
from malt ; but a fpirit of different effets in its confequence.

Ic

# The wine or water of the birch, or the water of life, in allufon to its fa-

Pl
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It may not perhaps be improper to oblerve, that a tradi-
tton prevails among the Highlanders, that together with thefe,
the Pifts were acquainted with the art of extrafting a deli-
cious beverage from heath, and of an intoxicating quality.
Except to make a yellow dye, the ufes of this thrub ar pre-
fent, are unknown. But there is a probability, that in Au-
gufl, when it carries a beautiful parple bloom, if it were
cropped in fufficient guantities, what is now confidered as =
fi¢tion, might, by proper fkill, be realized ; for, at that fea-
fon, it emits fragrant and honied effluvia *.

Lﬂﬂgﬂ'ﬂgﬂ.

# The writer of this fratiftical article is not fo well acquainted with the
frience of botany, as to be able to enumerate the various plants and herbs that
grow in this diftrict. He believes few uncommon anes are to be met with,
unlels among the Grampian mountains, which might afford a nch field of ob-
{urvation to the naturalit. The plant called an dubh.chofach, biack footed, of.
maiden hair, is frequently gathered among the woods and rocks, and ufed as a
tea in afthmatic complaints. Another plant grows in {everal parts of the parith,
and nifes on a ftalk near 2 feer in height. It fpreads into fmall branches, with
tharp-point:d leaves of a pale green, and bears a precty large berry, red at firit,
but changing inte & hivid hee as it ripens. Perhaps it may be the folanum
iommiferum of the hifterian Buchanan, by the aid of which, infufed in the
drink, and mized with the meat prefented by King Duncan to the Danes, he
end his generals gained a decifive vidlory over that barbarous peaple. Thiy
#crry is full confidered as poifoncus by the country peeple, and they cautioully
aluﬂ:in From 1t.

Modern fcepticdm rejedis the above paffage of the hiflory, and confiders it as
fictitious ; but in sncient times when the wants of the inhabitants were few-,
gratified fiwn the (pontancous produdtions of the Seld, or the beafts of the fo-
reft ; as they Lived alwoft conftantly in the open air, climbiag® rugged moun.
tzins, or plunging inte woody dales; they mult neceflarily acquire & confider-
able knowledge of plants and herbs, together with their vanous and fpecific
qualities : befides that agriculture being in a rude ftate, and many of the pre.
tent domedicated anunals unknown, owing to thele caules, the vegetable race
would arrive at a higher degree of perfedtion, and their virtues would coofe-
quently operate with more energy and effeét. In the lift of plants, mutt be
reckoned the feamrog, or the wild trefoil, in great eftimation of old with the
Biwds, Tk iz fill confidered as an anodyne io the difeafes of cattle : from thic

circomiaoce
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Languaye.—The common idiom of this country, is a dia-
1eét of the ancient Celtic, which in remote ages pervaded the
fouthern and weftern regions of Europe; and together with
the Gothic, divided this guarter of the globe into two radi.
cal and diftinét languages. Though the latter, owing to the
batter fortune of the people who fpoke it, has prevailed aver
the foimer, yet may a confiderable portion of the roots of
feveral modern languages be traced to a Celtic original. This,
however, 15 not the place for fuch difcuflions. The dialeét
fpoken in this country is growing daily more corrupted, by
the admiffion of Anglicifms, and a number of terms unknown
to the iimple arts of the ancient Highlanders. Such is the
folly or bad tafte of the pecple, that they gratify a prepofter-
ous vanity from this Kind of innovation. It may therefore
be well fuppofed, that the language is upon the decline ; that
the harmony of its cadence is gradually changing, and the
purity of its firufture mixing with foreign idioms. The
young people fpeak (Gaelic and Englith indifferently, and
with equal impropriety. Their uncouth articulation of dif-
cordant words and jarring founds, refembles the mufick of
frogs in a Dutch canal, harlh and difrufting to the Attic ear
of a genuine Highlander., Some of the old people [peak the
Craelic, and confequently with a degree of propriety. On
fubjefts of common occurrence, they are at no lofs for ex-
preflion in well chofen and natural language. Hence, it may
be inferred, that the parith of Kirkmichael {poke the {fame
dialeét of the Celtic that is now {poken in Badenoch, making
allowance for fome little diflerence, in point of pronunciation.

In

circumfance it has derived its name. Seimh, in the Gaelic, fgnifiing paci-
fick and foothang. When pathered, it is plucked by the left Land. The per-
fon thus empleyed, mult be Glent, and never look Lack till the bufinels be £
nifbed.
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In terms defcriptive of the objefts of nature and local fitna~
tions ; in the names of the {eafons of the year, of mountains,
lakes, brooks, and rivers, their language is as juft and ap-
propriate as any in the Highlands of Scotland. There are a
few words, however, that would [eem peculiar to themfelves,
but which may be traced to the parent Celtic; fome words
are ufed by them metaphorically and not unappolitely applied;
of the latter are brath, fignifying in the Druidical mythology,
fire, particularly the fire of the univerfal conflagration.
Brath is ufed in this conatry to denote a high degree of ve-
hemence and paflion. Thanig-brath-air— he was feized with
rage. When they would exprefs the impoflibility of per-
forming any thing; they fay, cha neille linn domh a dheaun-
eamh-—no age of mine can perform it. Line in it3 primi-
tive acceptation, fignifies a generation, but figuratively that
period of time in which a generation becomes extinét. Miné
too, in this country, is ufed to denote good fortune, Ata
mané an ¢ifg air—he has the luck of fith. From this word,
the manes of the Romans have been originally derived. Ac-
cording to Varre, Manus Deus was a propitious deity with
the ancient inhabitants of Latium. Armun is another word
in ufe among the people here, efpecially in their fongs. They
barrowed it from the Hebrid Ifles. It 1s of Norwegian ex-
rrattion, and ufed as the appellative for a hero, derived from
Arminius the celebrated hero of Germany, mentioned by Ta-
citus. Preliis, fays that admirable writer, ambiguus, bello
non viftus.—caniturque, adhuc barbaras apud gentes. In
this country they have ftill many proverbs, and many of them
beautiful, both with refpeét to language and fentiment. The
infertion, however, of one of thefe, at prefent, may be fuf.
ficient. Eifd, fay they, ri gaoth non gleann, gus an traogh
22 'huifgachaibh—Liften to the winds of the hills till the

wWaters
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waters afluage ; importing that paffion thould be refirained tilf

the voice of reafon be heard *,
Superflitions,

# The {everal branches of the Celtic now exifting in Europe, are a venerable
monument of antiquity. Independent of the intrinfic excellence, were all the
svorda contained in them digeled and formed into a dictionary, it might throw
confiderable light upon the hiftory of a pecpie, whole manners, cuftoms, arts,
and {ciences, the revolution of ages has (natched from authentic records. M.
Gibbon in his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, oblerves, that there is
room fer a very interefling work, to lay open the connexion between the Ians
guage and the manners of .2 people. Few languages are better calcalated for
this purpole than the Celtic. Every ore acqguainted with it, and endued with
a tafte 1o reliih its beauries, maft acknowledge 11s energy and defernptive powers,
Equally adapted to melt, or to roule, it has a fiyle apprepriated to the various
pailions. Inftead of conveying feeble 1dean, it exhibits lively pctures  Sono-
rous and imprefive, when the occafion reguires, it penetrates the inmoft re.
cofles of the foul, When the Greek and Roman languages were in ther in-
fancy, the Celtie lent them s aid ; for, many words ef the two former are oh-
vigully derived from the latter. In a peried then of fuch enterpnle and im-
provement as the prefent, when phuioflophic cunofity explores the remoteit cor-
nets of the globe, to enlarge the aircle of human knowledpge, it 15 fomewhat
extraordinary, that a languape fo ancient, and once fo widely dffufed, fhould
be configned to its fate, without one public effort to prelerve its relicks and
tranimit them to pofterity. To accomplidh fuch a defirable objedt, wonld nnt
be unworthy of the patronage of the Highland Socicty of London.  As that re-
{pe&table body confifts of noblemen and gentlemen of independent fortunes, a
fmall thare of the fuperfluity of their afuence, mght be fuccelsfully employed
to arrelt what il remains of the Celtic, and retrieve it from oblivign.  Sexveral
attempts of this kind have bheen made, but they have been partial and Ym-
perfedt. There is ftil! wenting a work to embrace the whole, and which
rcannot be accomplibed without the patrontge end mumficence of the great.
If the Emprels of Ruflia hat fent learned men to colledd and explain the jar-
guns fpoken by the various tribes of barbarians nhabating the inhofpitabile Cau-
cafus, fhould not luch a liberal example epgage the sttention, and excite the
imitation of a more refned and civilized people ! A didtionary of the Gaelie
is now in contemplation in Argyllihire, and the letters of its alphabet are di-
vided among an equal number of clergymen ; but as thele gentlemen are con-
Ened to a -p:.rt_ir.uti.r county, and confider their own as the Randard dialedt of
the Higlilands, they make little inquiry concerning the modes of peech that

preval io cther countries conlequently many pure and genuine Celtic words
muik
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Seiperflitions, Ghofls, Fairies, Genii, Bic.—In a flariftical
account, even the weaknefles of the human mind may afford
fome little entertainment. That fear and ignorance incident
to a rude ftate, have always been produélive of opinions,
rites, and obfervances which enlightened reafon difclaims.
But among the vulgar, who have not an opportunity of culti~
vating this faculty, old prejudices endeared to them by the
creed of their anceftors, will long continue to maintain their
influence. It may therefore be eafily imagined, that this
country has its due proportion of that {fuperftition which ge-
nerally prevails over the Highlands. Unable to account for
the caufe, they confider the effeéts of times and feafons, as
certain and infallible. The moon in her increafe, full growth,
and in her wane, are with them the emblems of a rifing,
flourithing, and declining fortune. At the laft period of her
revolution, they carefully avoid to engage in any bufinefls of
importance ; but the firft and the middle they feize with a-
vidity, prefaging the moft aufpicious iffue to their undertak-
ings. Poor Martinus Scriblerus never more anxoully watch-
ed the blowing of the weft wind to fecure an heir to his ge-
nius, than the love-fick fwain and his nymph for the coming
of the new moon to be noofed together in matrimony. Should
the planet happen te be at the height of her {plendour when
the ceremony is performed, their future life will be a {cene
of feftivity, and all its paths ftrewed over with rofe-buds of
delight. But when her tapering horns sre turned towards
the N., paflion becomes froft-bound, and feldom thaws till
the genial feafon again approaches. From the moon, they

Vou. XII. 3 M not

mult efcape their yelearches, and be loft to the language; for this realon 1t
would be necellary that every corner of the Highlands thould be ranfacked, and
the words peculiar to each, colledted and explained. Tt may further be oblerved,
that the Celtic phulelogift fhould be well fkilled in the Latin and Greak lan-
puages, and porhaps in thole of Trange and Italy.
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not only draw prognoftications of the weather, but accord-
ing to their creed, alfo difcover future events, There they
ure dimly pourtrayed, and ingenious illufion never fails in
vhe explanation. The veneration paid to this planet, end the
opinion of its influences, are obvious from the meaning ftill
affixed to fome words of the Gaelic language. In Druidic
mythology, when the circle of the moon was complete, for-
tune then promifed to be the molt propitions. Agreeably to
this idea, rath, which fignifies in Gaelic, a wheel or circle,
15 transferred to fignify fortune. They fay, * ata rath air,”’
he is fortunate. The wane, when the circle is diminifhing,
and confequently unlucky, they call mi-rath. Of one that
is unfortunate, they fay, * ata mi-rath air.” Deas uvil, and
Tuath uil, are {ynonimous exprefions, allufive to a circular
movement oblerved in the Drurdic worihip.

Nor is it to the moon alone that they direft their regards ;
slmoft every feafon of the year claims a fhare of their {uper-
ftition: Saimh.theine, or Hallow Eve; Beil-teine, or the firt
day of May ; and Oidhch’ Choille, or the firft night of Janu-
ary. The rites obferved at Saimh-theine, and Beil-teine, are
well knewn, and need not be deleribed. But on the firft night
of January, they oblerve, with anxicus attention, the difpo-
fitton of the atmeolphere. As it 1s calm or boifterous; as the
wind blows from the 5. or the N.; from the E. or the W,
they prognoiticate the nature of the weather, till the conclu.
fion of the year. The firft night of the New Yecar, when
the wind blows from the W., they call dir-na coille, the night
of the fecundation of the trees ; and from this circumilance
has been derived the name of that night in the Gaelic * lan-

Euag-:_

* The opition ¢f the genial and fertihizing nature of the weft wind, {o pre-
vatent in many countries of the Highlands, is one of thofe opinions that fiem
w have deRended to them from vhe Drmds. Vugil whe was born in the Cif-

alpine
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guage.’ Their faith in the above figns, is couchied ipn the
following verles :

(Faoth a deas, teas is torradh,
Gaoth 2 niar, 1alg is bainne,
Gaoth a tuath, fuachd is gailing,
Gaoth a near, meas air chraanaibh.

¢ The wind of the 5. will be produ@ive of heat anll fertdi-
ty ; the wind of the W. of milk and fith ; the wind from
the N, of cold and ftorm ; the wind from the E. of fruit oa
the trees.™

The appeatance of the firl three days of winter is alle
obierved :

Dorach dotrauta® dubh,
Chead tri la do'n gheamthra ;
Ge be bheire geil dhe’n chroi,

b

Cha tugainn 's ¢ gu famthra.

3 Mz “ Tharis,

alpine Gaul, 2nd {rom his fituatson bad an opportunity ef being well acgumt.
ed with the doflrines of that order, has adorned his peetry with {everal beauti-
ful aliufions borrowed from their pllelophic {yftem. It was the impreflion of
the fame belief with them, of the impregnaring powner of the air, that influeuny
ced his faney in that fine pallage in the Georgicks.

Tum Pater Oinnipotens fiecundis imbribus sEther
Lonjugis in gramium lete delcerdit, et ommnes
DMaguus alit, magno commexius corpore foetus.

In u fimilar ftrain of belief, he wrote that paffage in the Third Georgick,
where he delonibes the effedts of the welt wind in & latitude hurdﬂl’ing upon e
matrvellous.

- i
Ure omnes verle in zephyrum, ftant rupibus altig
Exccptantque leves auras @ et fmpe fine ulliy
Conjugiis, vento gravidee
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“ Dark, lurid, and ftormy, the firlt three days of winter;
whoever would defpatr of the cattle, I would not till {fum-
mer.”

The fuperftitious regard paid to particular times and fea-
fons, 1s not more prevalent in this country, than the belief
in the exiftence of ghofts. On the fequeftered hill, and in
the darkfome valley, frequently does the benighted traveller
behold the wvifionary femblance of his departed friend, per-
haps of his enemy. The former addreflfes him in the lan-
guage of affeflion ; if danger is approaching, he iz warned
to prepare againft it, or the means of avoiding it difclofed.
By the latter, he is attacked with the wvehemence of refent-
ment. The inhabitants of this, and the wvifitant from the
other world, engage in furious combat. For a while, the
viftory is in fufpenfe. At length the ghofl is overthrown,
and his violence appeafed : a few traits of his life upon carth
are defcribed. If he ftole a ploughthare from his neighbour,
the place where it lies concealed is pointed out. His anta-
gonilt is requefted to reftore it to the owner ; and if he faile,
punifhment is threatened to follow the breach of promife ;
for, till reftitution be made, fo long muft the miferable cul-

prit be excluded from the regions of the happy *.
Not

% Thefe illufions of fancy operate fometimes with fuch force, that feverals
have died in confequence of them ; and fome have heen deprived of their rea-
fon. Fragments of the {peeches of ghofts are frequently recited ; and, like the
relponfes of the Grecizn oracles, are generally couched in verle, efpecially the
mnte ancient fregments. Two of thete it may not perhaps be improper to cite
in the original. The one is an apoftrophe from a beloved wife, to foothe the

melancholy of a defponding hulfband,

Na bidhea* ({ays the) ro ghaol, *s na bidhea' fuaih,
Agzad air lwagh mnus thréud ;
Ma tmuanaigh air ha chaidhe bhunt,

'S chmd nach teachaidh bloait, gun deid.
¥ Indwige
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Not more firmly eftablifhed in this country, is the belief
in ghofts, than that in fairies. The legendary records of
fancy, tranfmitted from age to age, have afligned their man-
fions to that clafs of genii, in detached hillocks covered with
verdure, fituated on the bmunks of purling brooks, or fur-
rounded by thickets of wood. Thefe hillocks are called fioth-
dhunan, abbreviated fioth-anan, from f{ieth, peace, and dun,
a mound. They derive this name from the pra&ice of the
Druids, who were wont occafionally to retire to green emi-
nences to adminifter juftice, eftablith peace, and compefe
differences between contending parties. As that venerable
order taught a Saoghl hal, or world beyond the prefent, their
followers, when they were no more, fondly imagined, that
feats, where they exercifed a virtue {o beneficial to mankind,
were {till inhabited by them in their difembodied fltate. Ia
the autumnal {eafon, when the moon fhines from a ferene
iy, often is the wayfaring traveller arrefted by the mufick
of the hills, more melodious than the ftrains of Orpheus,
charming the fhades, and reftoring his beloved Eurydice to
the regions of light.

Cantu commotz Erebi, de fedibus imis,

Umbrz ibant tenues.
Often

* Induige excels neither of joy nor grief toward frail mortals; dwell not on
the remembrance of the dead ; for thele that now are, muedt foon depart.”™

The other i a ftanza deferiptive of the unembodied ftate, and {uppoled to be
utlered by a ghol, not unlike that of Patroculus in Homer.,

WY xai Liwkey arep $ANE ME S5 T3 RS

Bha mi ({ays he)) fad an eein an roir,
B’ eatrom 's bu luainach mo chéim ;
"M duradan "n gath na préine,

Cha neille connam fein do neart.

* Far diftant laft night, was my jourrey ; light and bounding were my ftepa;

wifubftantial a3 the atem 13 the beam of the fun, is the frength of my form.”
_f
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Often ftruck with a more folemn fcene, he beholds the vi-
fionary hunters engaged in the chafe, and purfuing the deer
of the clouds, while the hollow rocks in long-founding echoes
reverbzarate their cries.

Chorus qualis Dryadam *, clamore {upremos,

Implerunt montes .
TIIE

% II onc were allowed to indulge in comjecture, and reaion from analopy, it
might be afferted with an appearance of probability, that the dryads and ha-
madryads of the Romans, were the fame with the druids and droudeiles of the
Celtee. It 18 univerfally acknowledged, that the dryads of the Greeks and Ro-
mans derive their name frem the Greek word dpo, flignifying an oak, and druad,
in the Celtic, from darsch, or deni, 10 which the fame meaning is affived. Ha.
mizdryad, is evidently derived, from oi’, or cigh, » virgin, always alperated af-
ser the prefix article of the obligue cale in the Ceitic. MNotwithftanding the
progrefBve increafe of knowledge and proportiomal decay of fuperftizion iu the
Highlands, thele genii are ftill fuppofed by many of the prople to exift in the
woods and {equeftered valleys of the mountaing, where they fsequently appear
to the lonely traveller, clothed in green, with diflicvelled haie floating over their
fhoulders, and with faces more blooming than the vermul Liul of a fummes
morning. At mght in particular, when fancy affimilates to its own precon.
ceived idgas, every appcarance, and every found, the wandering enthuball is
frequently entertned by their mulick, more meclodious than he ever before
heard. It is curivus to obieeve, how moch this agrecable deinfion correfpends
with the fuperftivous opimon of the Romans, concerning the (zme clafs of genii,
reprefented under diffcrent names.  The Epicurean Lucretius defcribes the gre-
dulity in the following Leautiful vesles:

Hee loca capripedes fatyros, nymphalque tenere
Finitimi pingunt, et faunos efle logounter ;
Q'mem nuﬂivigu ftrepito, ludeque jecanti
Adfirmant velgo tactturna filentia mmp:
Chordarumgue fonos fiers, duleeifyue guerelas
Tibia quas fundit dsgitis pullata canentum :

Flie fauni are derived from the cubates, or faidlin of the Cecltz. Faidh is a
prophet ; hence is deriwed the Roman word fari, to prophecy.

+ There are {everal now living, who aflert that they have feen and heard
this acrial hunting ; and that they have bern fuddenly furrounded by vifionary

forms, more numerous than leaves firewed on the ftreaes of Yallumbrela in
Hovember
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The fame credulity that gives air-formed inhabitants to
green hillocks and folitary groves, has given their portion
of genii to rivers and fountains. The prefiding fpirit of that
element, in Celtic mythology, was called Neithe. The pri-
mitive of this word, fignifies to wath, or pur.fy with water.
In the name of fome rivers, it is ftill retained, 2s in the
river Neithe of Abernethy in Strathipey. To this day,
fountains are regarded with particular veneration over every
part of the Highlands. The fick who refort to them for
health, addrefs their vows to the prefiding powers. and ofs
fer prefents to conciliate their favour. Thele prefents gene-
rally confilt of a fmall piece of money, or a few fragrant
flowers, The fame reverence, in ancient times, feems to
have been entertained for fountains by every people in Eu-
rope. [The Romans who extended their worfhip to almoil
every objelt in nature, did not forget in their ritual, the
homage due to fountains., It is to this, Horace alludes in his
addrefs to his limpid fountain of Blandufia.

O fons Blandufize fplendidior vitro,
Drulei digne mero, non fine fAloribus,
Cras donaberis hado *.

Near
Muvember blafs, and afaled by o multitade of voices, louder than the nofe
of ruthing waters,

About go years ago, a clesgyman in the neighbourhood, whole faith was
mure reguisted by the feepticifin of philofophy, than the credulity of faperiti-
tiva, conld not be prevalled upen to yield his affent to 1he opinion of the times.
At lengtia, however, he felt from expenience, thar he doubted whar he ought
to have belisved. One night'as he was returping home, at a late hour, from a
prefeytery, he was feized by the fares, and canied ajofe into the air. Throngh
ficlds of srher and feecy clonds he juurnied many a mile, delcrying, like San-
che Panza on his Clavilens, the earth far diftant below him, and.no bigger than
a nut-lhell.  Being thua (ufficiently cenvinced of the reality of their exiitence,
they let him down at the door of his own houfe, where he afterward often re-
citedd to the wondering circle, the marvellous tale of his adventure.

* Some modern antiquaries have afferted, that the Celtic nations never wor.

ihipped
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Near the kirk of this parifh, there is a fountain omce high-
ly celebrated, and anciently dedicated to St. Michael. Many
& patient have its waters reftored to health, and many more
have attefted the efficacy of their virtues. But, as the pre-
fiding power is fometimes capricious, and apt to defert his
charge, it now lies neglefted, choked with weeds, unho-
noured, and unfrequented. In better days it was not {o; for
the winged guardian under the femblance of 2 fly, was never

abfent from his duty. If the fober matron wifhed to know
the

fhipped rivers, and had no divinites appropriated to them. Several ancient au-
thorities, however, m;ght be adduced 1o evince the coptrary.  Gabdas l‘::""i:ll'll.‘:-a_}'
fays, * Ut omittam,” talking of the Brtons, ** montes iplov, aut colles, aut fn-
vios, quibus divinus hovor a cmco tune popufe cumulabatur.”  The vulgarin
many parts of the Highlands, even at prefont, not ondy pay & facred regard to
particalar fountaing, but are firmly perfuaded thar certain lakes aie inhabited
by {pirits. In Strathipey, there i a lske il called Lock-nan Spioradan ; the
lake of fpiriti. Two of thele are luppoled frequently to make their appearance,
the one under the form ot a hoife bravtifully caparifoned, with golden trap-
pings. With the bit of hs bridie, the anti-conjurer of this panil expels -
loufy, and cures other maladies of the mind. The other under that of a buil
docile as Jupiter walting Europa over the Hellelpont. The former is l:l.:irrl:
an each wilg, the harle of the water ; the latier, an taru uilg, the hull of the
weater. The mhbadan mhare, or mermaid, is another ipint {uppofed to re-
fide in the waters. Belore the nivers are [welied Ly heavy rauns, fhe is fre-
quently feen, and all the atenibutes of a beautsful virgin afcribed to that parc
of her perfon thas is wifible. Rler Gguce 13 enchantimg, and her vowce melodions
as that of the Syreng. DBut fair as (e 135, her appearnnce never fails to annoence
fome melancholy accident on her native element.  Itis always confidered as a
fure prognoftication of drowning.

In Celtic mythology to the shove named, is added o fourth fpirit. When the
waters are agitated by a violent curreor of wind, and ftreams are fwept lrum
& oeddies alelt m

o =
the air, the vulgar, to this day, confider this phenomicnon as the effect of the

their fuslace snd driven belore the blalt, or whirled in circlin

angry fpirit operaging vpon that element. They call it by a very exprefive
name, the marizch hine, ot the nder of the Rorm. Anvona is allo reckoned
as a divinity of the waters, derived trom anfudh, a ftorm or hurncane, a com-
pound from an, a particle of pi.vation, and feadb, ferenity, tunqui'.].’.u..',

-
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the iffue of her hulband’s ailment, or the love.fick nymph,
that of her languifhing (wain, they vilited the well of St
Michael. Every movement of the fyl'npathetic fly was ;re-
garded in filent awe ; and as he appeared cheerful or dejected,
the anxious vorarics drew their prefages; their brealls vi-
briated with correfpondent emotions. Like the Delai Lama
of Lhibet, or the King of Great Britain, whom a fition of
the Lnglilh law luppofes never to die, the guardian fly of the
well of 5t Michael, was believed v be exempted from the lawa
of mortality. To the eye of ignorance he might fumetimes
appear dead, but, agreeably to the Druidic fyftem, it was
only a tranfmigration into a fimidar form, which made little
alteration on the real identity *.

Among the branches into which the mofs-grown tronk of
fuperitition divides itlelf, may be reckoned witchicrair and
magic. Thele, though decayed and withered by time, {lill
retain fome fiint traces of their ancieat verdure., Even at
prefent, witches are fuppofed, as of old, to ride on broom-
fticks through the air, In this country, the 12th of May is
one of their feftivals. On the morning of that day, they are
frequently feen dancing on the {urface of the water of Avon,
brufhing the dews of-the lawn, and milking cows in their
fold. Any uncommon ficknels is generally attributed to

their demontacal practices. They make fields barren or fer
Vou, XII. 3 N ) tile,

® Mat later than a furtnight ago, the writer of this account was much ena
tertam.d, to hear an old man lamenting with regret, the degeneracy of the
times ; partrcularly the contempt in which objedts of former weneration were
held by the untlunking crowd. If the infirmities of years, and the diftance of
his refidence did nut prevent him, he would itill pay Lis devotional vafits to the
well of St Michael. He would clear the bed of s coze, open a paflage for
the ftieamicr, plant the horders with flagrant flowers; and once more, as in
the days of youth, enjoy the pleafure of feeing the guardian fly &kim in fportive
circles over the babbling wave, and with its hitle probofcis, imbibe the Papa-
fean dews

2 Tha University of Edinburgh
The Universily of Glnsgow



4660 Statifiical Account

tile, raife or flill whirlwinds, give or take away milk at
pleafure., The force of their incantations is not to be re-
hited, and extends even to the moon in the midft of her
aerial eareer. It is the good fortune, however, of this coun-
try to be provided with an anti-conjurer that defeats both
them and their fable patron in their combined efforts. His
fame is widely diffufed, and wherever he goes, crefeit eundo,
If the fpoufe is jealous of her hufband, the anti-conjurer is
confulted to reftore the affeftions of his bewitched heart,
IF a near connexion lies confined to the bed of ficknefs, it
is in vain to expedt relief without the ballamick medicine
of the anti-conjurer. If a perfon happens to be deprived of
his fenfes, the deranged cells of the brain muil be adjufted
by the magic charms of the anti-conjurer. If a farmer
TIofes his cattle, the houies muff be purified with water
fprinkled by him. In fearching for the Iatent mifchief, this
gentleman never fails to find little parcels of hetrogeneous
Ingredients lurking in the walls, confifting of the legs of
mice, and the wings of bats; zll the work of the witches.
Few things feem too arduons for his abilities ; and though,
like Paracelfus, he has not as yet boafled of having dil-
covered the Philofopher’s flone; yet, by the power of his
occult feience, he {till attraéks a little of their gold from
the pockets where it lodges; and in this way makes a fhift
to acquire a fubfiftence for himfelf and family. What Dry-
den {aid of Shakefpear, may, with propriety, be applied te
him :

# Shakefpear’s magic could not copied be;
% YWithin that circle none durft move but he.”

If the thort limits of a flatiftical eflay permitted, more
juftice might be done to this fingular charafter, but, ex pede
Herculem ;
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Herculera ; the outlines already given, will enable fancy to
draw the portrait.

Drefs.—5ince the year 1745, there is a confiderable change
on the drefls of the people of this diftrict. By a fingular kind
of policy, as if rchellion lurked in the fhape and colour of a
coat, at the above peried, the ancient drefls was proferibed
and none durft wear it without running the rilk of a rigor-
ous profecution. It was confequently {uperfeded by the Low
Country drefs. F'o the ancient bracca, or truith * and belted
plaid, fucceeded tlrait breeches, and an awkward coat of a
uniform colour ; fometimes a long furtout dangling down to
the hecls, encombring the freedom of motion, The barbar.
aus policy of Edward the Firft, did not more effeétusliy de-
firoy the fpirit ot the indignant Welfh, by the murder of
their bards, than the prohibitian of their ancient garb, that
of the poor Highlanders. In the eathufiafm of patriotifm,
Mr. Frafer of Lovat got the prohibitaiy aét repealed, in or-
der, according to his own emphatic words, * to divert the
minds of the people from Tranfatlantic notions.” Let mctie
phyficians, if they choole, trace the connexion. But, though
this rcfprﬁahle: genl]cman, with the wview of makins them
good fubjells, procured liberty to the Highlanders of expofing
their naked polteriors to the north wind, on their bleak
mountains, few have availed themifelves of the privilege.
Hahit reconciles them to the prefent, and they [eem to have
no deflire of refuming their ancient garb, The blue bonnet,
however, with the exception of fome round hats, ftill main-
tains its ground. Since the year 1745, the women too, like
the men, have altered confiderably in their apparel. Beforg
that period, they wore fometimes white blankets covering

3 N 2 their

* Truith, from trus)d, er drely,
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their heads, [ometimes their fhounlders, drawn forward hy
their hands, furrounded on each fide by a irld. Thele, as
fathion varied, were fucceeded by barred plaids, or blankets,
where different colours blended, crofling each other at right
angles, fomewhat diitant, and bearing a fguare fpace in the
middle, Wearied of barred plaids, they betook themfclves
to Stirling ones, and now duofle cardinals DLegin tn have the
afeendant. Formeriy their hair flowed in ealy rinplers over
their thoulders; not many years ago, it was bound behind in-
to a cur, now it fpreads into 2 protuberance on the forehead,
fupported by cufhions ; fometimes, it is plain, and {pht in
the middle. But who can deferibe the caprice of female or-
pament more various than the changes of the moon !

Manner of Living.—MNot more than 5o years ago, their
mode of living in this country was different from what it 1s
at prefest. Places that were at that time walle, are now plant-
ed with inhabitants. And though fheep, upon the whole, be
more numerous than formerly ; yet they are chiefly the pro-
perty of thole who occupy the out-fkirts, and to whom the
hills and glens lie more convenient. In the centrieal places,
the farms are enlarged, at leaft as much as the nature of the
ground can admit; confequently the fmaller tenants are fewer,
and live lels at their eafe: but previons to the zbhove peried,
even cottagers kept a few fheep, becaule the hill pafture was
2 common, and there were few of any defeription whe did
not occafionally feed upon fluth.  But at prefent, uniels it be
at Chriftmss, or when any little feftivals are celebrated, the
fold 1s kept fucred fur the market, in order to make money
to fupply the exigencies of the [amily, and fatisfy the many
demands to which it is expofed, from bad feafons, precarious

crops, and ingreafing taxes: befides that, the luxury of the
' times
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times has imported inte this country, inacceflible as itis to
other improvements, a portion of faftitious wants, which
muft be gratified. Fifty years ago, they ufed burnt plates of
whilky, inftead of that {pirie, which mult now be diluted with
wairm water, and {wectened with {ugar It moull, however,
be acknowledged, that it is feldom they indulge in this bea
verage 3 they cftener drink it raw and wnmixed. It may
eafily be fuppoled that a piant el fuch univerfal confumption
as tea, fhould not be unknown to the people of this country.
Few of the better families are without ir, though fparingly
uled ; and fome of the old women, even when they cannot
afford fugar, infufe it in boiling water, and drink it for their
headuchs. Thofe headachs frequently return, but fortunatew
ly by the aid of the grand elixir, they are fildom of long du-
ration.

Charafler, &c.—~The charafter of a people never fails to
change with their changing condition. In contemplating
them at the extreme points of a period of 72 or 8o years, it
would be as difficult to recognife their identity, as that of Sir
Jelin Cutler’s worfted ftockings, when fearcely an atom of
the original texture remained. Not further removed than
the more ditant of thefle extremes, the-people of this country
were generous and hofpitable.  If ey were occafionally fub-
jedt to the foibles, they pofletfed the virtues of genuine High-
Janders. 1f they refented injuries with wvehemence and paf-
fion, their breafls felt the glow of afeftion and f{riendlhip.
Adttached to their chicftain, they followed his ftandard where-
ever it led ; and never firunk from danger in the defence of
his caufe : Comnefted with the freebooters of Lochaber, they
imbibed no inconfiderable portion of their fpirit and manners:
Addrels and firatagem marked their enterprifes: Adbive a-

broud
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broad, they were indolent at home : Addifted to depredation,
they neglefted the arts of induflry and agriculture: Difen-
gaged from thofe purfuits that require vigour and exertion,
they pafled the vacant hour in focizl enjoyment, in fong and
Yeftivity, and in liftening to the tale of other years: Rude in
their manners, their boloms frequently opened to the warm
impreflions of a difinterefted benevolence. The indigent and
the firanger found them always ready to {ympathize with
their difirefs. What Paul the Deacon, in his barbarous
Latin, faid of the Lombards of Italy, might be applied te

them :

Terribilis facizs, hirfutague barba,
Sed corda benigna fuerunt *,

But, in contemplating the nearer extreme of the above pe-
riod, a different pifture appears. The {pirit of commerce
which, in a certain degree has pervaded every corner of the
Highlands, with, its natural concomitants, avarice and felfith-
nefs, has penetrated hither., In the private views of the in-
dividual, the interefts of the community are difregarded.
Cunning has {fupplanted fincerity, and diffimylation caudour :
Profeflion fupplies the place of reality, and Hattery 1s ufed as
a lure to betray the Unwary. ﬂhfigatiﬂns are rewarded by in-
gratitude ; and when the favour is pafl, the benefit is no long-
er remembered. Oppofed to intereft, promifes ceafe to be
binding ; and the moft fuccelsful in the arts of deception ac-
«uires the efteem of uncommon merit and abilities. It may
therefore be fuppofed, that, in 2 field where the prize is fo at-

tractive,

* A dreadful countenance, with rough beards, but withh hearts benevpa
Sent.
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¢raftive, there will be many candidates, To aid them in this
career of ambition, it muft be acknowledged, in slleviation of
their bias, that they have had models of imitation not unwor-
thy of the doftrines of a Machiavel. Unfortunately for them,
thefe models have been ftrangers, and of that rank in life who
have always the moft powerful influence in making profelytes
among the vulgar.

Such are the caufes to which it mufl be imputed, that there
is fo little difcrimination to be obferved in the charaéter of
the people of this country ; for, where one objeft is purfued,
the means of attainment will be generally uniferm. Suipend-
ed between barbarifm and civilization, the mind is never fo
ftrongly influenced by virtue, as it is attrafted by the mag-
netifm of vice. In this view, however, they are not fingu-
lar from their neighbours. From a combination of caufes,
particularly high taxation, and increaling commerce, avarice
and felfifhnefs muft neceflarily conflitute 2 prominent feature
in the charafter of many. At the fame time, there may ftill
be found the ufual proportion of perfons of a different charac-
ter, confpicuous for honour and integrity, humane and bene-
volent, juft and upright in their tranfations.

Mifeellancons Obfervations.—It has been olferved, that the
centrical parts of this country lie at a confiderable diftance
from mofs, which 15 yearly diminifthing in proportion to the
confumption. From the increale of population, and as the
natural woods are every where decaying, the period s ap-
proaching, when the Highlands muft {fenfibly feel the difficul-
ty of procuring the neceflary accommodation of fuel. Te
anticipate fuch an event, 15 an objeét that peculiarly calls for
the attention of proprietors. ‘There are few of this deferip-
sion in the Highlands, who are not pofleffed of confiderable

3 tracks
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tracks of tnoor and hill. In this diftri&t, there are at Iozfd
x8,000 acres that lie barren, and at prefunt of Lttle value.
This {pace of ground land under fir, would contain, at a mo-
derate calculation, 92,2¢2,020 plants, exclulive of the f{o-
relt of Glenavon, and without much injury to the pafture.
By converting the waite ground to this purpefe, the rent of
the proprietors would increafe, while the farmer would be
fupplied in fuel, and materials {for building. Plantations of
fir fo extenfive, may appear an arduous undertaking ; but by
giving farmers long lewl.s, indemnifying them at removal,
appropriating a portion of the rent for the purpole, and va-
rious methods that might be devifed, it might be fuccefsful-
1y carried into execution ; and when accomplishied, would be
worthy of a great and patriotie proprictor. It has been af-
ferted, that mols grows ; but this is a fallacy too obvious to
be credited. Being the production of wood and moifture, it
is well known from experience, that when the component in-
gredients are once exhaulted, the fubltance itlelf cannot be
reprodoced. Upon the formation of mofs, there is a curious
fa&t mentioned by Lord Cromarty, and recorded in the sth
volume of the Abridgement of the Philofophical T'ranfacs

tions ¥

No

#® TIn the year 1651, his Jordfhen being then 1o yeaisof ape, be fow a plain
in the panih of Lozhbrogm, covered over with a fiun famding womd, which
was fo old, that not only the trees bud no grecn loaves, but e bark was to-
ta"rlthfl}“fﬂ off, whi.h he wos there tatormed, Ly Loeo ofa peopio, was the unia
warfal roanner in w e’ B wood t2omimnaed, ond to. e 272 or 32 veers the
trecs would caft themielves vp by the rovts. About 13 3 ars afterwa.ds, he Led
occalium to trave! that way, and elierved that thers w o not a ticz, nor the ap-
poarance of a roo:, wl any of themy bur thar, i ther place, the whoele plain
where the wood fowd, was covered wath a flut green moels, or moals. and, on
afking the country peeple what was become of the woed, e was andsered,
that no one had bren at the treabis of carrying sz away, Lot that it Lad been

overturned Ly the w.ond; that the e Ly thicl oves viee another; and that
e
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No complaint feems to be more univerfal over the High-
lands, nor in this country in particular, ihan the increaﬁng
inclemency of the feafons. Modern philofophers sttribure
this phenomenen to the vall thoals of ice accumulating ia the
northern feas. But whatever be the caufe, the opinion of
the effeét prevails among the people. Since the year 17068,
they obferve, that the fummers are colder, and produftive of
greater guantities of rain, than was remembered in the fame
fpace of time, during any preceding period. The afiertion,
though conjetiral, appears to be founded upen probability.
Even within thefe 2o laft years, the beds of brooks and ri-
vers are confiderably enlarged, and much of the contiguous
grounds deftroyed by the floods. The trouts, that formaerly
{warmed in lakes and rivers, are exceedingly decreafed. The
few migratory birds that vifit the country, are later in their
arrival, and fooner take their departure: The hum of the
mountain bee is not fo frequently heard: even the infeét tribes
that fluttered in the air of a warm fummer, are lefs prolifick
than ufusl, In Glenavon, of this parifh, are mofles, near
gooo feet above the level of the fea, full of the fir root;
where no wood at preflent, ewing to the cold, could grow.
Some of the higheft hills in the Grampian deflert, are deno.
minated from the wood which formerly grew upon them,
{fuch as beion & chaorin, the mountain of the fervice tree,
Are thefe then appearances the refult of a temporary ceffa.
tion, or has nature become more languid in her energies 2
Such, however, are the aflertions of the old people, the never.

Vor. XII, 3 Q failing

the mofs or bog had overgrown the whole timber, which they added, was oc-
eafioned by the moiftore which came down from the high hills, and ftagnated
upon the plain; and that nobedy could yet pafs over it, which, however, his
lordihip was fo incautious as to atvempt, and fipt up toe the arm.pit. Before
the year 1699, that whole picce of ground was become a folid mofy, where the
geulants dug turi or peat, which, however, was not yet of the beft fort.
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failing panegyrifts of the times that are elapfed. Mr. Hume,
and the Abbé du Bois, are of a different opinion, and affert,
that in ancient times, the feafons were colder than at prefent,
but the faéts addoced by thefe refpeftable writers are too
vague and remote to overthrow the experience of feeling ™.

N U M.

* William the Norman, after the conqueft of England, furveyed that coun-
try, and committed the admeaferement to Doomfday Book, defigned to be a
permanent record of the nature and value of the foil ; that gradaticn of offices,
and thole inftitutions which he embraced in his political {theme. The imita-
tion of a model that ought be fo conducive 1o promote the welfare of the great
body of the people emploved in agriculture, fhould perhaps, with that varia-
tion required by circumftances, be in fome meaiure adopted by all the proprie-
tors in Scotland. It is well koown that the value of jand mult rife or fall, ac-
cording to the flourillung or declining condivon of the ftate. Realon diSates
that it is by this criterien the rents of a landlord ought to be regulated. When
=t 3 certain term lands are to be let, and expoled, as 1t were to a public fale,
the higheit beddder to have the preference, it muilt occur, that in fuch a colh-
fion of paffions, and jarring interefts, as muit neceflarily arile upen thofe occa-
fions, the defperate and unprineipled will frequently be preferred to the honell
and induftrious ; befides that, the rents of fome farms will be Iow and mode-
sate, while that of others wifl be high and exortutant. To prevent, therefore,
this inequality, and to extend diftributive juftice te every individual, proprie-
tars fhould not only furvey their properties, but alio affix a value to the farms,
mccording to the value of the produétions at the time, and the probable conti.
nuance of that value. Every circumfance <f convenience and inconvemence,
whether with regard to fuel, the nature of the foil, and the condition of the
farm, fhould likewile be taken under confideration, and a remt proportionate
affived. Judicious men acquainted with the place, and eblhiged, by proper
fanctions, to obferve a ftridk impertizlity, would perhaps be the moit proper to
accomplith fuch a defirable object. 'Thele hints may oppesr chimoral, but thers
would be no harm in the experiment ; and, if pradticable, might prove highly
advantageous, both to the proprietor and tenant, by promoting their reciprocal
interefis. Suciv a plan, without hnving recourle to the levelling principle of
modern inpovations, might have a happy tendency in diffufing the comforts of
life more efuoally, and at the {ame ume, maintain that difigélion of ragks fy

negellary to the exiftence of fociety.
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