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NUMBER XXXVIL
PARISH or MARKINCH.

(Countr A¥D S¥NoD oF FiFs, PRESBYTERY oF KjzKcALDY.)

By the Rew. Mr. Jomy THoMsoN.

Name, Extent, Surface, &e.

FYHE parith church and village of Markinch fland upon
the fouthern declivity of an eminence, or little hill,
furrounded on all fides by a marth; and from this infular fi.
tuation, the laft part of the name is obvioully derived. Mark,
or Merk, according to the moft ancient {pelling, has probably
been prefixed, from the valuation put upon this inch, or {pot
of ground. The greateft extent of the parith from N. to0 S,
1 five miles and g half ; and, from E. to W., about five miles,
which may contain about 700 acres. The form of the parith
16 very irregular, being deeply indented in feveral places, by
je adjacent parifhes, The village of Dubiefide, which con-
talns
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526 Statiftical Account

tains near 200 inhabitants, and lies upon the Frith of Forth,
on the W. fide of the mounth of the Leven, forms a part of
this parifh, though totally detached by the intervention of the
parith of Wemy{s. Markinch confifts of four ftraths, or
~alleys, ranning from W. to E., all of them approaching, and
fome of them joining one another on the E, Thefe firatls
are feparated by gently fwelling hills, which rife to no great
height, and which are ufually ealled Laws., Thefe hills, or
laws, correfponding to the general rife of the country from
3. to N., gradually rile above one another; the more north-
erly always overlooking thofe that lic towards the 5. The
hill on the northern boundary iz in a line with the Lomond
hills, and forms a part of that track of high ground, which,
extending from W. to E., divides the northern from the
fouthern part of the county.

Soil, Climate, and Difeafes.—The foil of this parifb i3 ve-
rigus, -~ {mall part confifts of flrong clay, and deep loam.
A larger proportion, of light loam, rich and fertile.” There
is allo o good deal of dry, gravelly, fuarp land, which, in
moiflt {eafons, yields plentiful crops. But the largeft pro-
portion is rather wet, and lies on a cold, tilly, or clayey bot-
tom. Of this kind fome is fufficiently deep, and, in warm
{prings and f{ummers, abundantly produétive. But other
parts of it are thin, and, when allowed to lie untilled, apt to
run into heath, or coarle benty grafs. The whole parilh al-
moft is arable, except a large mofs on the N. fide, and fome
{fwampy grownnd, which has been planted with fir, and other
kinds of barren timber. This parifh has little fhelter from
the ftorm in any direftion, but fuffers moft from the eafterly
winds, which, in the {pring months efpecially, are exceeding-
iy cold and penctrating. The climate, however, is tolerably
mild and temperate, wnd the inhabitants generally healthy.

' Rhbeumatifing
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Rheumatifin, confumptions, and hyftericks, are the moft pre-
vailing difeales. Nervous fevers are not uncommon, though
feldom epidemical. During the incumbency of the prefent
minifter, feveral inftances of fcrofula and cancer have occur-
red. The fmall-pox is frequently very fatal.. Though a few
individuals have been reconciled to the praltice of inocula
tion, yet the prejudices of the bulk of the common people a-
gainft it continue {o firong, that it has not yet been generally
introduced.  Children from 4 to 1o, or 12 years of age, feem
peculiarly lialle to worms, particularly that fpecies, called
the teres, or long round worm. Some young people in this
place, have been known to void, in the {pace of 24 hours, up-
wards of a {core of thefe worms, fome of them 1e¢, and 12

inches ]mtg..

Rivers.—The river Leven, which ifTues from a ln:‘ge lake
«f the fame name, lying about 5 or 6 miles to the weltward,
runs through this parifh, and empties itfelf into the Frith of
Forth, at the town of Leven. The Orr is another confider-
able river, riling from a loch or luke, of the fame¢ name, zlfs
to the weltward, and runs through the fouthern part of the
parifh, joining the Leven abeut a2 miles below the parifl
church. In both thefe rivers there is plenty of diiferent
kinds of fith. Salmon, pikes, and burn trouts are the prin.
cipal kinds. ‘There 1s alio to be found in them a fpecics of
trout, of a tolerable fize, the flelh of which is red, refembling
that of falmon, of a fine flavour, and very delicate. Thofe
who are fond of the amufement of angling, can never mifs ex-
cellent fport in thefe rivers at the proper {cafons.

Roads and Bridges.~The great road from Kinghorn to Ca-
par, and Pundee, runs through the well part of the parifh;

aid, fince the late turnpike all for this county was obtained,
has
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krzs been moftly pat into excellent repair.  On this road there
are feveral bridges within the bounds of this parifh; but 3
only of fuch confequcnce as to deferve notice ; one over the
Orr, another over Lochty, a {mall water, about & mile N. of
the Orr; and another over the Leven, near Balbirnie. The
firft of thefe is very old and narrow ®. The other two have
been lately rebuilt., There is another line of road, which
Yeads from Kirkcaldy to Cupar, and paffes through the eaft-
ern part of the parifh. On this road there is an excellent
bridge over the Leven at Cameron. There i1s alfo a2 public
road, which leads from Kinrofs to Leven, Largo, and the eafk
coaft, and nearly divides the pari.h in the middle. It isin
tolerable order, though not yet in the fame flate of repair
with the two juft now mentioned. On the W. road, there
1s a toll-bar near the northern extremity of the parith; and
mnother on the E. road, at Windygates, near Cameron bridge.
Befides the bridges already taken notice of, there is one over
the Orr, about 2 mile and a half above its influx into the Le-
ven ; and two over the Leven, one at Balgonie, and the other
at Balfour. The by-roads are in a very bad condition. I=
winter, gnd in wet weather, even during the fummer months,
they are, in many places, almoft impaflable. This evil the
parifh of Markinch feels in common with the reft of the counw
ty ; to remaove which, fome effe&ual remedy ought furely to
be, a3 foon as poilible, applied. Good toll roads are doubt-
Yefs highly advantageous to a country: but the advantage will
be almofl entirely confined to paffengers, and thofe who live
in ‘the immediate neighbourhood, unlefs a ready communica-
tion with thefe be opened up for the remoter parts of the
country; by putting the by-roads into s proper ftate of re-
grair.
Population.
4 Tt was Built abouf a6c years ago, by James Bethuge, archbithop of St.
Hudrew’s, on to the laird of Balfour in this parifh.

3
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Population.——Markinch is, perhaps, one of the moft popu-
lous country parifhes in Fife ; the number of fouls amounting
to nearly 2800, The return to Dr. Webfter in 1755, was
only 2188, Hence there is an increafe of about 612, This
extraordinary population may be accounted for from the fol-
lowing circumftances: There are 7 villages in the parilb,
which contain about g4oo families; and two large collieries,
which employ a great number of hands. The feuars are ve-
Ty numerous, being about 120, There are a great many mills,
of different kinds, upon the Leven. Every farm of any con~
fiderable extent has a cottage town upon it; and there is a
great proportion of the heritors refident, who, befides the ex-
traordinary number of fervants they keep, employ 2 much
greater number of labouring people, than tenants could be

fuppofed to do *.

Heritors and Rent.—The principal heritors are the Earl of
Leven, Mr. Balfour of Balbirnie, Colonel Wemyfs of Wemyfs,
Mr. B.thuoe of Balfour, and the Countels of Rothes. Be-
fides thefe, there are {everal other refpeftable gentlemen, who
poflels confiderable property in the parith, and a number of
fmall proprietors. The number of the whole is 21, of whom
11 are refident. The valued rent amounts to 10,4561. 5 s.
Scotch money. The real rent cannot be exaftly afcertained, as
many of the proprietors are refident, and have a confiderable

Vor. XII. 3 X quantity

% Since the year 1985, when the prefent incumbent was admitted, the po-
pulation of the parifh has increafed about 200, owing to the re-eretion of Bal-
gonie coiliery, which had not been wrought for 4o years, and a great many new
teus, gpranted lately by the Earl of Leven. Within the lait fix 4t feven years,
about §o new houfes have been built, and 8 rebuiit, befides a great many more,
which are building. The expenfe of thele buildings may amount to 4occ l.
Sterling. The divifion of the inhabitants, and any other circumftance relative
to the population of the parith, neceffary to be remarked, will be feen in the Sta-

tikical Table hereto annexed,
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quantity of their land in their own pofl:flion. As nearly as
it can be calculated, it may amount to upwards of jocol.
a-year. Within the laft 20 years, the rents have rifen above
2000 1. a-year; and they are daily advancing. The rent of
land, let in largs farms, is from 1o 5. to 225. the acre. Small
pieces of ground, if of fuperior quality, or in the immediate
neighbourhood of the villages, will bring from 39 5. to 40s.
the acre. .

Agriculture.—Some years ago, the method of farming, in this
parith, was extremely rude, flovenly, and unproductive. Ex-
cepting the pleafure~ground around gentlemen’s feals, and fome
enclofures, which the refiding proprictors kept in their own
hands, the whole parifh almoit Jay open and unenclofed. Few
turnips were fown ; and very little ground laid out in clover
and rye-grafs. The land was 1}l vlled; no pains taken to make,
or to keep it clean, and the fcanty allowance of manure in-
judicinuﬂ}r applied. In confequence of tius, the grain was of
an inferior quzlity, and brought a lower price at the marker.
But of late, by the example of the gentlemen, who begin to
pay more attention te the improvement of their efiates, by
the regulations fixed in the new leales, and by the exertions
of fome intelligent, fubitantial, and enterprifing farmers, agri-
culture begins to affume 2 more promifing afpett. Though
much of the parith ftul hes open, enclofing is gning on very
rapidiy. The turnip hufbandry, becomes more and more exten-
five every year. A preat deal of land, is fown with clover and
rye-grafs. More attention is paid to fallowing, and cleaning ;
and more judgment fhown in cropping the lands. Tie ju-
dicious tarmer keeps more of his land for hay and pafture,
and lefs in rillage than formerly ; by thefe means, as well as
by the quanﬁty of turnips raifed, and confumed upon his farm,
the quantity of manure s increafed, and he enabled, to do

more
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more juflice to his grounds. The ufe of lime too, 2s 2 ma-
nure, 15 bicoming very generzl. Oue tenant lately laid up-
on his farm, nwpwa.ds of 1500 boils of thells, or unilacked
liine, in one feafon. The Sects plougy is il ufed by many,
but its conftruélion has be-n much improved, by which
means H is rendercd eafier for tlhe horfes, and makes better
work, than farmerly., However, the Enghth plough, with
the curved mould boeard, of c.it metal, 15 L'uming talt 1nto ule.
Where the land is dry and clean, a couple of horles are only
youked into the plough, and the ‘man who helds the plough,
drives the horfes : but in wet, deep, and firong land, catide
are itill ufed along with the horfes. This method 1s certain-
1y very proper, tor fuch 2 {oil; as the fleady, deliberate ftep
of the c.ttle gives a due check to the hiurry and impatient
ardorr, natural-to horfes, in wet deep ground ¥,

Produce.—0ats, and barley, or blanded bear, are the pre
vailing crops. Blanded bear, or rammel, as the country peo-
pie here-call it, is the produce of barley and common bear
fown in 2 mixed flate. Thefe are diftinguifhed chiefly by the
form or {truéture of the ear; the barley having oaly twe
rows of grein, and the common bear fix. Barley is a firongw
er and larger grain than the bear. It lies longer in the ground
before it {prings, and is later in ripening. And the fame dif-

53X 3 ference

# Though improvement: in agriculture are panking confderable advances,
et there 15 one bar, whach, unleis removed, smuft greatly retard thair progreis,
and prevent their ever coming 1o perfedtion; I mean the difinchination of the
proprictors ta give leafes of a fuffictent lengrh af time. To enclofe, and fub-
divide, and clean, and manure to purpofe, a farm of any conliderable extent,
would require from gool. te roe . But there are few farmers who would
rifls fuch an expenfe upon a lgale of 19 years, To accelerate the improvement
of land, and to bring it to ws higheft ftate of culuivation, the proprietors muft
either encourage the exertions of the farmer, by granting longer leafes, or takg
ks trouble and expenfes upon themielves,
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ference is obfervable, when they are made into male. 1t is
remarkable, however, that when barley and common bear
have beco cultivated, for fome time, in a mixed ftate, they
{pring, and ripen, and malten equally; and little difference
in point of firength or fize is difcernible. This is probably
owing to the pollen of the two fpecies mixing and falling in-
diferiminately upon both, when the plant is impregnated, and
thereby producing a famenels in the guality of the grain,
whilll the external form of the ear of each is preferved dif-
tin&. Correfponding to this idea, the blunded bear holds a
middle place, in point of quality, between barley and com-
mon bear. Though inferior to the former, it is of a better
quality than the latter. This mixed kind of grain is wear=
ing out, and the culture of clean barley becoming more ge-
neral. Till lately, little wheat was fown in this parith : at
prefent, between 80 and 100 acres may be raifed annually.
It 15 doubtful, however, when the nature of the foil, in ge-
meral, is confidered, whether it would be advantageous to the
farmers here, to pufh the cualtivation of wheat to any cenfi-
derable extent, at leaft, till the improvement of the ground
1s brought to a higher degree of perfeftion tban it is at pre-
fent, Nearly as much land may be employed in raifing peale
wnd beans ; and upwards of 100 acres for flax. It may be
proper to obferve here, that whilft improvements of other
kinds have been attended to, the culture of flax f1ill conti-
nues to be condufted in a very injudicious and unprofitable
mannoer. 'The farmers, befides fowing = quantity for them-
felves, their fervants, and harveft reapers, let fo moch of
their land to others, who either are adventurers in that ara
ticle, and raife confiderable guantities, or who raife it folely
for the nft of their own families. Little attention is paid
either to the cheice of the foil, or the preparation of the
gtound ; and of courfe, whilik the produ&t is fmall, general.

iy
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ly not above two, and {ometimes not above one tron f{loune,
from the peck of feed, the land is fcourged, and a great deal
of extraordinary labour and manure neceflary to fit it for a
fucceeding crop. Potatoes too are raifed in large quantities.
Befides what every farmer plants for his own ufe, all the
cottagers upon the farm, and many cf the inhabitants of the
adjaccnt villages, take as much land for potatoes as they can
plant with their afhes, and what dung they can procure; and
for this, they either pay money, or labour in harveft. The
rent at which land is let, for flax or potatoes, is generally from
3 1. to 41. the acre ; and when let in fmaller quantities, it is
from 1 5d. to 184d. the 100 {guare yards.

Cattle —The breeding of horfes, and particularly of black
cattle, has of late become an objeft of general attention,
Moit of the principal farmers, Lifides rearing young cattle,
graze in {fummer, and feed upon turnips in winter, 3 con-
fiderable number for the butcher. Formerly, every farmer,
almolt, kept a quantity of {heep: but now they are totally
banithed, except a few, which fome of the refliding proprie.
tors breed for their own ufe, and thefe are moftly of the large
white faced kind. The farm fteads, with a few exceptions,
are ample and commodious, and every fnr[n of any confider«
able extent, has a cottage town upon it. This is of great ad-
vantage to the farmer ; as it enables him to furnifh a houfe and
garden, or kail-yard, to fuch of his men fervants 25 are mar.
ried ; and the other houfes he can let upon fuch terms, as te
fecure the labour of the cottagers in harvelt, or at any other
feafon, when extraordinary afliitance may be neceflary.

Mills and Multwres~There are a great many corn mills
in the parith; every heritor of any confiderable property, or

who has the command of water, haviag a miil upon his eflate,
te
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vo which his tenants are ufuslly thirled. The multures are
very high, amounting to one y3th part of the value of the
grain carried to the mill. For this, it is true, the mill maf-
ter does a great deal of duty., He carries the grain from the
farmer’s barn, dries, and grinds it, and brings it home.

Manufaffures.—On the Leven, near Balbirnie bridge, a
manufallure of lintleed oil hath been eftablifhed for a good
many years, which hath been carried on to 2 confiderable ex-
teat. This manufature 1s not only profitable to the manu-
fafturers themfelves, but advantageous to the country arourd,
as it furnithes a ready market, and ready money, for zll the
lintfeed produced in the neighbourhood, which, being unfit
for fowing, could not turn to account any other way.—— T here
is alfo in this parith, a bleachfield, where a large quanti-
ty of cloth is whitened every year. It is under the beft
management, and gives general fausfattion. In the vil-
lage of Markinch, a flocking manufafture has been fet on
foot lately, and promifes to do well. Some time ago, a con-
fiderable quantity of brown linen was manufa@ured for fale.
But of late, that kind of work has been moltly relinguifhed,
and the weavers, not engaged in country work, have been
employed by the great manufadturers on the cozaft, in making
checks and ticks, and from the flourithing ftate of thefe ma-
nufaftures, and the extraordinary rile of wages, the number
of weavers hath greatly increafed. There are a few whe
carry on bufinels for themielves, omra {mall fcale, and employ
from 6 to ¥2 hands. Manufadturea of different kinds, par-
ticularly of [pinning and weaving, might be carried on iu
this Pariﬂ:l with much advantage., The water of Leven af.
fords many excellent fituations for machinery, Coal is st
thand, and abundant. There is great plenty of good [reeitone

fox building ; and, therefore, fhould any man of ability and
enterprife
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enterprife fet a bufinels of this kind on foot, it might be
highly beneficial to himfelf, and to the country around ; and
would be well worthy the countenance and encouragement of
the gentlemen in the immediate neighbourbood ; as, by ema
ploymng a number of hands, it would furnith a ready market
for the produce of their eftates, and of courfe heighten their

value.

Ecelofiaftical State.~The church of Markinch is a very an-
cient place of religious worlhip ¥, \The King is patron. The
living confilts of 128 bells of viftual, Linlithgow meafare,
halt meal and half barley, and goo ). Scotch, in money ; in-
cluding xool. Scotch for communion elements, befides a manf(e
and 8 acres of glcbe+. There are no Seceding meeting-
houfes in this parith. The great body of the peocpie contia
nue ftedfaftly attachied to the Eitablitl ed Ghureh, about one
16th part only having joined the different {cctaries,

Sebools.

® Tt was given by Maldvieas, Biliop of St. Addrew", to the Culdees in the
1oth century. Lowards the emd of the rzth century, 1t was moruaified to the
Priory of 5t. Andrew™. by Engenius the fon of Hugo, a fecond fon of Gilli-
michel M'Duft, the yth Earl of Fite, which deed was conbirmed by a charter
of King William. From the Eugenius, the fanuly of the Earl of Weomyls is
fuppufed to hive fprung.  About the beginning of the 17th century, the mal
parfonage of Kukiurthar, belonging to Lindfay of Kirkfarthar, a cadet of the
faouly of Crawford, was [upprelfed aad annezed to Markanch. The runs of
she church of Kurkforthar are itill to be feen: they ftand in the middle of the
uld church-yard, or burying-ground, which is enclofed by a wall; and there
many of the people belonging to that duftrict fill bury their dead.

t In the year 1636, the hipend recewved a {mall augmentation on account of
the annexation of Kirkforthar. Smce that period, it has been but once aug-
mented, and the aupmentation got, was only 2el. of money, and the conver-
fion of fome onts into meal. Among the predeceffors of the prefent incumbent
was Mr. Tullidelph, afterward Principal of the Callege of 3t. Andrew's
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Sebools.~—There 15 one eftablifhed fclicolmafter in this pi-
rith. He has a geod houfe and garden, with a falary of 10 l.
a-year. 1he fchool-fees are, 3s. for teaching latin, 23, 64.
for arithmetic, 2s. for writing, and 1s. 64d. for englith. And,
as the village of Markinch, and the country in the imme-
diate neighbourhood, are very populous, the emoluments are
confiderable. Jncluding precentor’s fees, and other perqui-
fites, they may amount to jol. a~-year. Beflides the eitablith-
ed fchool, there are 6 private {chools in dilferent parts of the
parith, the molt confiderable of which, is fixed st the Coal-
town of Balgonie. This is under the immediate patronage
of Lady Balgonie, who has built, at her own expenfe, a
fchool-houfe, and a houole for the {choolmafler; and by the
éncouragement fhe has aflorded, and the perfonal attention the
has paid to it, has greatly contributed to its profperity and
fuccefs. Her Ladyfhip has allo eftablifhed, at the fame place,
a fchool for teaching young girls to few ; and haa provided a
houfe for the miflrels, with an apartment for teaching, and
has given foch encouragement, as to induce a woman of cha-
rafter and abilities to undertake the management of it. At
thele different {chools, upwards of 200 children are conilant-
1y taught, almoil 2ll of whom belong to the parifh.

State of the Poor.—There are at prefent 20 poor people on
the roll, who get regular fupply every week ; befides feveral
others, who are affifted occafionally as their necefiities require.
The fum expeaded annually for this purpefe, is abcut Gol.
Starling, arifing from a fund of 3201, the weekly collec-
tions st the church-door, and the dues of the mortcloths.

There are no beggmg poor belonging to the parith.

FPrices of Grain and FProvifions.—For fome years paft, the

average price of wheat has been 2034, of barley x58. of
3 blanded
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blanded bear 145., of common bear 13s. 4d., of vats x25,,
and of oatmeal 1§s. the boll. The wheat boll is nearly 4
Winchefter bufhels, the barley and oat boll &6 Winchelter
bufhels, and the meal boll 8 Dutch fione. Beef, mution,
pork, lamb, and veal, fell commonly at 45 d. the pound, of
22 ounces. At particular feafons, however, when thefe ar-
ticles are plentiful, they fall to 3¢¥d., and at other times,
swhen they are fearce, rife to 5d., or even to 6 d. the pound.
The price of all kinds of poultry has advanced grestly of
late. A fed goofe will fell at 38. 6 d., a turkey at 4s., 2a hen
at Is., and chickens at 6d. or 84. the pair. Butter fells ac
g d., compmon cheefe at 3d., and fweet milk cheefe ar 4] d.
the pound. Butter and cheefe are fold by the {fame weighe
with butcher meat. Some years ago, fith of al] kinds were
abundant and cheap. But now the price is more thaa doubled.
‘This extraordinary rife is owing pertly to fcarcity, and partly
to the increaled confumpgion of the Edinburgh market.

Pricer of Labour.—The wages of day-labourers, from
March to Oétober, are from 1 5. to 1 8. 2 d., and for the reft
of the year from 8 d. to 10 d., varying according to the na-
ture of the work in which they are employed. In harveft,
men get 1o0d., and women 8d. a-day, with their meat.
‘When hired for the whole harveft, men have a guinea, and
women 1§ s.or 16 s. and their maintainance ; and generally
the privilege of fome lint fown. Men fervants, who eat in
the houfe, get of wages from 5l to 7 1. a-year, and maid {er-
vants from 21. to 31. Farm fervants, who furniflh their own
provifions, get 64 bolls of meal, and ‘an allowance for milk,
befides their wages. Sometimes they have a houfe and kail-
yard, and a cow fed through the year, and, in that cafe, their
wages are not fo high. Tailors get 8 d. a.day, with their
meat ; mafons have 1 5. 8 d. ; and carpenters xs, 6d. With-

Vor. XII. 3 Y in
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in thefe laft ten years, the price of labour, in general, has ad.
vanced in the proportion of 3 to 4.

Tane, and Al-boufes.—Upon the W, road, there are two
excelleur inns, the New Inn at Pittillock-ford, and the Plafter-
ers, near Balbirnie bridge. " Thefe are fuperior to moft, and
equal te any in the county. There are 1o ale-houfes in the
parith, which fell porter, whilky, and fmall-beer, Some of
thele brew, and the reft purchafe fmall-beer from brewers,
partly for fale in the houfe, and partly te fupply private fa-
milies with that article. Though ale-houfles are generally
hurtfal to the induftry and morals of the people, thefe bad ef:
fefs have not been fenfibly felt in this parifh.

Minerals and Foffiis.—In the eftate of Balbimie, there is
gn extenfive bed of fhell marl. The fhells are moftly wilks
(periwinkles) and mufcles. When expofed to the air, they fall
in a fhort time to powder. The medium thicknels of the bed
is gi feet under a cover of 7 or 8 feet. This marl was difco-
wered 2 great many years ago ; and it is furprifing, that fuch
a fund of manure fhould have been neglefted for fo longa
time, efpecially as there is level enough to drain it, at no
great expenfe. There is abundance of freeftone in the parith,
and fome of it of excellent guality. On the N. fide of the
parifth, there is a large mofs, from which a confiderable quan.
tity of peats is dug every year. Thefe are partly ufed by
the poorer people in the immediate neighbourhood, and part-
ly carried to more diftant places, and fold for the purpofe of
kindling fires. ‘

But what chiefly deferves to be mentioned under this
article, is the plentiful fupply of excellent coal, which this
parifh enjoys. Balgonie coal * is within a mile and a half

s 5. E.
# Balgonie coal, the property of the Earl of Leven, was difcovered and
' wrought
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3. E. of the wvillagk, and Balbirnie coal within half that
diftance to the W. Both thefe collietries are too diftant from
a fea-port for exportition ; but the whele inland part of Fife,
for many miles round, and evén N. to the river Tay, is {up-
plied from them. The former hasy 4 water engine, with a
wheel 26 feet diameter, which works two pumps to the depth

3 %Y 2 of

wrought upwards of oo, {dme fay'soo years ago.  As far back as the yearrsxy,
the Coaltows of Balgonic is mentioned 1n a fcheme of divifien and valuation of
the county of Fife, of that date, "The name ot the village evidently indicates, that
it had been ongmaily built for the accommodaation bf the colliers, or, becaufe
bulit on the griund where coal bad been found and wrought. But fince it had
grdwn to fuch confideration at the above mentioned period, as to be taken no-
tice of in the general defcription and valuation of the county, 1t muft have ex-
ifted, and, of rourfe, the coal muit have been wrought for a confiderable time
before. ‘That this coal had been wrought at ancarly pendd, to o tonfiderable ex-
tent, appedrs from the coal waite, which can yet be traced for upwards of
3 miles along the line of bearing, and which had been dried by 2 free level wo
the depth, at an average, of 14 fathenis. It would appear, however, that when
the free Jevel coal was wrought out, the workings ceafed. How long ago this
happened, it is im_lmﬂihfc to fay. The grandfather of t..c oldeft man living on
the fpot 6o years ago, had neither feéh 1t wrotight, nor had he feen any perfon
who could tell at what pearied it ftopped. In the year 1937, it was agein fet
a-going by Alexander Earl of Leven, who erefted a water engine, which
wronght two [cts of paumps, with g inch working barrels, and which dried the
coel to the depth of 3o fathoms. In the yeer 1732, this coal vas lex to tackl-
rhen, who camed it on for fome years, but meeting with large hitckies yielding
much water, their erigine wis overpowered;, which ohliged the tackiman to a-
bandot this fpot, and ereét & wind-midl 4t a little diftance on the crop, leaving
a fufficient barnier to keep off the water, which drained z finail brealt of the
coal. This mill wrought an & inch bore 14 fathoms deep, which enabled them
Lo CAITY ohi & more extenlive wim:ing * farther on the ﬁip, than the old level free
waltes. During this operation, George Balfour, Efq. of Balbiroie, wrought up
a level to the coal in his eftate; anno 1740, whith enabled him to underizll the
tackbnan of this coal; by which means, in 1743, they were obliged to give it up,
there not being demand for both. IMNething more was done ull the year 178g,
when Lord Balgonie ercfted it agaim, by fitting ap the preient engine.

% Whatewer extent of coal is dried, either by a free level, or an engine, it is
calfed, in the language of the colliers, a_winning, 1. e. g gaining of the coal.
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of 30 fathoms, with 12} inch working barrels. Whae the
hate tackfman intended, 13 now carried into effe& by the pre-
fent winning, which commands a very fine breaft of coal in
both feams. The lowermoft feam is yet untouched with
this winning. The main feam, now working, confifts of

Feet. Inch.

A mixture of {plint cherry coal and roughcoal, - 3 o
atone, - - - - - o 4
Rnugh coal, which includes g inches of fine cherry, 3 o
Stone, - - - - - o 4
Rough coal, - - . - - I
Stone, - - - - - e 3
Fine ftrong fplint, - - - T 6
Fine Cherry, - - - - O g

Total between roof and pavement, 9 1IX

The roof confiffs of hard blue till, about 10 feet thick, above
which are ftrong polls of freeflone, fome of which are very
hard. The other feam lies 10 fathoms deeper ; it is faid to
be a very fine coal, 7 feet thuck, but has fome {mall ribs of
ftone in it. The average out.put for the laft four years i a-
bout 30 tons a-day, and fo much is the gafe altered fince 1743,
that there is a great demand, and the confumption is daily
increafing. This coal dips to the E. at the engine, but to the
5. E., after pafling 2 large hitch about sco yards from the
engine pit, on the line of bearing at the crop, the dip, or de-
clivity, is expfly a fathom in 3; but, in the dip workings,
only one fathom in 4£&; which gives ground to believe that it
will at laft flatten altogether, and even crop out at the oppo-
fite point of the compafs, which, if the cafe, will make it a ve-

ry produétive colliery.
Balbirnie coal lies both in the Balbimie eftate, the proper-
ty
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ty of John Balfour, Efgq. and in Leflie eftate, the property of
the Countels of Rothes, being one and the fame feam : and 1s
¢alled Leflie or Balbirnie coal, according to the eftate, in which
the works are for the time. But as almoft the whole of it,
level ‘ree, and more than half the underlevel are in Balbirnie
eftate, it is generally known by the name of Balbirnie coal ¥,
and confifts of two [pecies, called the little coal and the great
coal. The quality of the little coal is extremely good. Itis
a cherry coal, has fomething of the caking quality, as it works
iron very well, and is the only cosl in this part of Fife that
will do fo ; for which purpofe the very fmalleft partcles of
it are fold to the fmiths on the coaft of Fife, from Dyfart to
St. Andrew's, and the whole inland part of the country, ex-
tending to 1000 tons annually, befides the quantity of greas
coal, in the ftate aftermentioned. It wvaries in thicknefs from
G feet to 4 feet. The diftance between roof and pavement is
generally the fame. When a ftone is foundin the middle of the
feam, the coal diminilhes in thickne{s, as the ftone increafes,
till at laft, if the ftone be very thick, the coal is {o much thin-
ued as to be hardly worth working, This field of coal is not
a regtﬂ:lr

% When this coal was firlt dilcovered, cannot now be known, but it appears
to have been wiought at an carly period near Balbirmie Burps, firft by a free
1:::;(;!. and afterward by feme fort of pumps, at a place called the Pump Sink,
to the northward of Ballurme houle. Odd pits can be here traced along the
crop, but the perivd thele were wrought, is unknown., About the year 1730,
George Balfour, Elguire of Balbirnie, a gentleman who had paid confiderable
attention to the ftudy of mineralogy, began firft 10 trace the firata by bores
and otherwile, frem thefe old waftes, through grear part of his eftate to the
river Leven, nearly one mile diftant ;—then Lbegan at the river, and, by a ffone
mune goroly the metals, wronght into the coal, and thus made it level free to a
great extent, about the year 194n. By this level, it was wroupht from that
date, till the year 1780, In finking the firlt pit on the level, a feam was found
13 inches thick of the little coal, and through the whole feld it is exadtly a2x

feet above the mamn coal every where. The fame pentleman bored 12 fathoms

through the main coal in fearch of other {eams, but found none above 3 inches
thick,
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4 reguler one: it lies very nearly in the form of a horle-thog;
fuppofing it § or 6 times broader than ordinary, and the open
fpace of the common fize. At the place where firlt difcover-
ed, 2 little to the N. of the river Leven, the dip was diredtly
S. In working forward, the field divided in two ; one level
fun toward the N. W., another to the N. E., and the crop
was wrought till within 12 feet of the furface. The two
branches of the level feparated further and further, and the
two crops did the fame, leaving a {pace of many hundred fa-
thoms beétween; in which was neither coal, nor appearance of
it : this {pace refembled the open part of the horfe-thoe. The
encreafing confumption of coal will appear from the following

fiate :

From 1740 to 1763, the quantity of coal fold at Balbimie appears to
have been 413,135 loads, or 8,427 tons aanually, which, in 23 years, is 192, 8:1¢
From 17463 to 1577, both inclufive, the average fales were 46,719

loads, or 9,343 tons annually, - - - - 140,157
From 748 to 1992, both inclufive, the average quantity was 54,660
loads ¥, or 10,032 tons annually, - - - - 163,094

In 1984, owing tb a [theme of lowering the price of the coal to all
who were maore than ten miles diftant frop the coal-works, there
was an additional guantity fold, not inchaded in the foregoing aver-
ape, of - - - - - - - 4047

Total number of tons {old 1n 52 Fears, 500,905

On the fuppofition, that the demand for coal thould not in-
treafe above the average of the laft 15 years, being 10,932
tons annually, but continue the fame ; and although one half
of the whole field of coal were yet eatire (which certzinly is
not the cafe), an equal ghantity would be entirely exhaufted
in lefs than 46 years. But the increafing confumption mufl
be immenfe, when it is confidered, that during the ficrft 40
years, there was no other coal-work, except this, to {upply

' this

# The loads in the above computation contain 24 ftone Dutch %eight cach,

which iz ond thirll more thab the fale load; or load feid to the country. The
fortner is known by the name of the collier’s load.
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this part of Fife, and that during the laft feven years the coal
of Balgonie has alfo been wrought, and has fupplied the coune
try with goco tons annually, notwithitanding of which, the

confumption of this coal is continually on the increafe *.
Antiguities,

® Since r780, 3 water engines haye been erefted upon this coal. The &rk
works 2 pumps, 14 ianch working barrels ; the fecund, 2 pumps of i1 inches dia-
meter ; the third, 2 pumps 15 inch diameter, of the working barrel; and a.
bout 2o fathoms left from the ceal, to n& mine in which the water is defiveregd
5 fathoms below the furface of the ground. Above the rock is gravel, which
admits the winter rains to pafs through the numercus cutters o the firata,
conveys it down to the coal, and is the great caufe of {uch powerful engines
peing neceflary to drain the coal. It is a pretty general opinien, that all ceals
are as good in quality, or better, in the dip than towards the crop. Alfo, that
any coal once difcovered, may be wrought to any depth from which it is pal-
fible to draw the water, But what has recently happened in this very coal,
gives reaion to believe that opinion, however general, to be srroneous; for,
when the engines were frft erected, from the favourable appearmnce of the
furface of the ground, compoled of flat and gently rifing ficlds of waflt extent,
and from the extreme flatnels of the coal, which did not dip above 1 in 12, of-
ten not above 1 foot in 20, it had the appearance of being almoft inexhaufi-
able, or, at leaft, that the under level coal would be much more extenfive than
the crop already wrought ; but the wery reverfe of this was found to be the
cafe. An engine erected at the trifling depth of 20 fathoms, iu the thort fpace
of 10 years from its ereflion, was found not only deep enough, but adtually
decper then any coal in that Beld. In working up the enginc level, it was
found to go deeper than any part of the cozl : dead water was kept till the coal
was found entirely cut off in the dip by a gravel dike, compafed of gravel and
large bullet whin ftomes, all of them rounded asif they had been long toffed
about in water. The level was puihed on through this gravel, rill it was foond
impracticable to procced with fafety to the workmen: the coal was, therefore,
wrought slong the fide of this dike, as deep as there was any coal, and in the
progrefs of the work, the coal to the dip on the weft fide of the field, which
this engine was erecled to drain, not only turned cut to be of bad quality, but
its thicknels was diminithed by a bhard ftone which divided the feam in two,
extending from 1 to 4 feet in thickoels, fo hard as enly te be wrought with
gunpowder ; which added fo much to the expenfe, that the coa! could not be
wrought with profit, and was therefore abandoned altogether, and the third
cngine erefied on the E, part of the {ame conl where the fogm was found &
' feet
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Antiquitias, We.—Balgonie caftle, one of the feats of the

¥arl of Leven, is a2 fabric of great antiquity, and confi-
derable

feet thick, without any flone at all. The proprietor wronght up a level along
the fide of the river Leven, ahout halt a mile in length, which leffened the lifk
of the engine g fathoms. In working up this mune, about 150 fathoms from the
place where be intended to eredd his engine, he found the metals on edge perfeét-
ly perpendicular ; a hittle further, he found them dip 1 fathom in 3, and that to
the weft, direétly contrary to the dip of the coal, and there he foyod two feams
of coal, with 7 fathoms of ftone bétween them ; the firlt, 24 feet, and the other,
3 fect thick, dip tin 3. About 50 fathoms farther, he found flat metal rifing
1o the weft, the proper niie of the coal in that part of the ficld. Thele ap.
pearances gave lnm reafon to believe the main coal did not extend far to the
dip, but was either cut off by thefe edge metals, or would be found on the dip
feparated by a ftone inte two feams, and fuddenly thrown out to the furface in
the form of the two feams he bad difcovered in his mine, by a rife of 1 fathom
in 3, diredtly contrary to the ordinary ¢rop of the coal. In order to dilcover
this, as {fvon as the engine was ercéted, a level mine was pulthed on to the
zaftward : The coal was found perfedtly good tll he approached within z0 fa-
thoms of the edge metals, where a flone made its zppearance in the middle
of the coal, one inch thick, 6 fathoms farther, it increafed to 18 inches thick,
apd cont.oued to increafe till it was found impraclicable to be wrought, and
appeared faitly to divide the feam of coal in two, corvefponding in thickne(s to
#he two edge feams he had difcovered in the faid mine. The coal continues flat,
but it can hardly be doubted, that if the level is driven 20 fathoms farther, st
will rife the oppolite way, 1 fathom in 3 ®.  Since this is the cafe uwpon the E.
part of the field, it is not ealy to sccount, why the fame thing has not bappened
an the well part of the fame Reld, where the gravel dike intervenes, and curs
off the coal in place of the edpe metals: the probability is, that the edge
myvetals gre allo there, and that the coal will terminate a#nd be thrown ocut to
the futface by them in the fame way, though in this part thie gravel dike feems
to be thrait in, hetween the flat and the edge metals; and is of great thick-

nely, as a trial was made at nght angles, a bundred fathoms diftant, and rg Fa-
thoms

* Since writing the absve, an upfet bar been pufbed forward, and the coal
aBually found to rife, as fuppofed above, ¥ fathom in 5 ; and it will, no doeubt,
a little further on, rife ¥ fathom i 3, and crop out at the furface ; and the
flome avili f.n'f:i":ﬂﬁ in thicknefs, tell d¢ ic found 7 fathoms av the furface, and
the main coal is throwa out there, in the form of the twe feam:, ahove men-

franed.
’ (4]
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erable ftrength. The time when it was built cannot be
exaftly afcertained ; but from the beft information that can
Vor. XII. 3 & be

thom deep, where, in place of the ro.k aud ordinary mestals above the coal,
wothiog but gravel was found ; liom which it may be concluded, that the dike
exceeds 100 fathoms in thicknels, how much more, it is hard to fay; at the
diltance of another 1co fathoms, the edge metals afe feem in this part of the
ficld allo, which deltsoys cvery hope of the main coal being again found be-
yond the dike. From what has appeared in the ealt part ol the field, it feems
pretty certain, that if the ceal is found at all, it wili be in the forth of two
feams an edge, thruft fuddenly up to the {urface by thefe edge merals, and con-
fequently of (reall extent and little valuc.

From what is above recited, it mfay be inferred, that ot is not always fafe to
trull to the dip fide of a feam of coal being of valae, through the ¢rop hias been
found gpood, which was the caft bere, the cvop haviag been wrought for 42
vears, and every where in the natural level found good, and yet the dip on the
weflt half of the ficld has heen exhaufted in lels than 12 years, at lealt, ali that
was found valusble in it; bow long the dip of the eaflt part of the feld now
working may Iatt, it is kard o fay, though it is fcafce poflible, allowing the
guality to bt good through the whole exteat of the known field, that any coal
will remain to work 50 years hencel

From the foregaing biftory of twe valuable fields of coal, and fadls above re«
tited, fome very importaut conclufions may be drawan, wiz.

1. The limited and {inall ettent of coal fGelds.

2. The increaling confumption of the coal and its limited extent, giwes ren-
fon to apprehend its beiag totally cethaulted.

The limited extent of all coal, may be inferred from iz: being impoflible to
trace any, very far in the line of besring. Balgonie cos} miy be ranked a-
mong the regular ones, as the ling of bearing is she {ame with the ganeral bears
ing of the firata an the greate® part of Britain, whare they are not thrown out
of their couile by adventitious caades, fuch as dikes, mountain rocks of a dil-
ferent [pecies froa the flrata that accompany coul, and fometrmes by the wave
ing ®od twifting of the coal wetals thembelves, which frequently alter the line
of bearing, a» well as the dip of the coul,.to ak the patats of the compals.
Such regular feams as thin, with fo confiderable » dip, may be thiown cut of
their courfe by dikes snd fips, bnt generally keep the fame live of bearing.
The very fan feams; foch as Balbiruie cosl, being much mase liable 1o wave
and twill, il the dip and czop are in the opgmfite diredlion from the 1 regular
couzie of bearing. It may be warth inguiry, why the moft regulir lfeams of

coal can be feldom purfved in the Lice of Fpaxing above & fowr miles, for the
: | fad
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Be got, it appears to be of the fame age with the cathe-

dral of 5t. Andrew’s, which was built in the z2th cen-
~ tury.
falt is, few or no feams in this part of Fife, reach above 2 or 3 miles in length
at moft, and many not half that ditunce ; for inftance, Dyfart coal sehich has the
fame line of bearing with Balgonie, has been wronght from the fea-fide about
a miles, where, near the water of Orr, it is entirely cut off and no more [een.
About half a mile E., and r mile N., the 5. extremity of Balgome coal ap-
pears, and keeps the fame line of bearing, a3 well as refembles Dyfurt coul
fomewhat in quality, but dot in thicknefs ; Dryfart coal being 12 feet, and Bal-
gonie coal only g feet thick ; the declivity pretty much the {ame. At the dil-
tance of 3 miles, this coal, and all the jftrata accompanying it, is alfo cut off;
and not the leaft veltige or appenrance of that coal, or any other, has been dif-
covered within fome miles of it. Wemyls coal, Methel, and Durrie coal, are
is reghlar {eami #% either Dyfart or Balgonic, but none of them can be traced
farthér in the lint of bearing ; they are all cut off in the fame mauner before
they are i mmiles from the fea. The more inland coals diftant % or 1o miles
from the Frith of Forth, fuch s Buornturk, Pitleffie, Divan, and Clatty, are
fitomted on the fides of hilly of fmall extent; the metals of which have oo con-
tinued line cither of bearing or declivity; and the coal in theie fitaatiom con-
fequently fubject to all the irregularities ever found in coal works. Some of
the feams are even feen to crop out guite round a (mall eminence. Aod even
frnall as the extent of thefe fields is, the coal is found full of dikes, hitches,
and all imagmable troubles ; which render them fcarce worth working. RBe-
yond this, in the flat country, along the banks of the Eden, no coal has ever
been difcovered. And from this to the Tay, there arn no ftrata ever difcovered
that indicate coal being there : nor are there FufBcient fymptoms even to en-
tourage trials for coal, with any rational hope of fucces.
= 'The Fife coals, even the moft regular, being thus contracked in the line of
bearing, are comparatively of very fmall extent, compared with the idea s
ftranger has of them, on a flight view of the number of pits he fees at work
on the various feamy. Such a perfon, if unacquainted with the natoral hiltory
of coal and its ftrata, is apt to fuppofe the whole country full of coal: the very
dikes and interruptions in the bearing of the firata, increafes the den:eptlnn,
fhowing, as he fuppﬂ-ﬁ:s, a ftill greater sumber of feams and exteut of coal.
For inftance, s perfon unucquainted with the intcrruptions met with in coal
ficlds, fees Drylart coal and Balgonie both at work, he imagines the one may be
wrought M. om the line of bearing, as far a3 the Lomonds, 6 miles diftant, and
the other 5. to the fea, and M. to the Eden, whenever the proprietors choole to

do fe; and hence he concludes, both coals almoft igexhauftible : but invefligate
the
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tory. This caftle is pleafantly fituated on the S, bank of the
Leven, elevated about 36 feet above the bed of the river. It
3 Z 2 is

tiie fubjedt thoroughly by proper judges, and they will declare the attempt
vain, to purfue the ene farther M., or the other gither 5. or M., than it has been
already done. And what he imagined inexhauftible feams, may poflibly be
entirely wrought out in lefs than 100 years., I jhall not attempt to accpunt for
the frequent interruptions in the line of bearing of the coal, and all other firata,
I have only pointed cut the Ffadlt, that neither coal nor aoy other flrata what-
cver, can be traced to any confliderable diftance, without fuch intermptions be-
ing met with. What adtually bhappened in working the dip of Balbirny coal,
may happen in a hundred others, where the probability of the dip beinp both
pood and extenfive, cannot polibly be greater, than it wasin that very coal,
tifl 1t was altually tried. One fack {eems to be eltablithed by it, that fome
coals do not extend to any very great depth from the furface. But after conti-
nuing to dip for fome time, they rife the contrary way, and crop cut to the
furface on a point of the compals diametrically l.'ippl.'l.ﬁt: to the former crop-
Many could be pointed cut which adtually do fq, though the greater part of
feams may reach to fo great a depth, and may at that depth be Io altered by
dikes and flips, as to throw the oppolite crop, or rife to {fuch a dilance, as often
prevents its being perceived te be the fame feam, though it actually be fo.
This example, proves oal to be limited in extent in a different way. And
that it is by no means certain that coal can be had in the dip, though good i
the crop, and wrought there above 4o years, .

2. The increaling confumption of coal, and its limited extent, gives reajon to,
apprehend its bewng totally exhaaited.

It feems 1o be the opinien of the publick, that ceal is inexhauftible, Govemn-
ment appeals to have adopted the fame opinion, in allowing fuch 1mmenfe
guantities of coal e be exported to all the nations in Evrope. 1Itis greatly to
lie withed, that this opinion were well founded ; bag it is contradifted by incon,
troveruble fadts, It i1s not above 230 years fince coal came inte common ule,
wndd it is highly probable the firft 130 years of that perivd did not ¢xhauit {g
much of it as the lalt o years. Eszamine all the coal fields, not in Fife only,
vut through all Butain, and it will be found that every part of them near to a
fea-port, and many of the inland {eams of cosl, are not only exhaulted to the
depth of the natural level, but almoit all of them already wrought, und exbauil-
ing falt by fire and water engines, many of which arg very deep. It will alio by
wund, that the quantity already wrought is probably’at lealt equal to the quanti,
ties yet to work of all the known feams of coal within the ifland. It might, per,
haps, be an objedl worthy of bring invefugated by Covernment; for of the if-

fup
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is of & quadrangular form, snd flands upon an area of 535
feet by 105. The open court within, is 1c8 feet by 65. The

tower,

foe of their refearch fhould be, 2sthere is a high probability it would, that there
was not a {ufficient fund of coal unexharfted in the illand of Britain to fupplythe
prefent demand for 200 years to ceme, it is probable they would think it proper
to interfere and prevent the too rapid confumption of an article imdifpentibly ue-
ceffary to the very exiftence, not only of the capital and other great cities, but to
almofy every fpecies of manufacture, and to the many thoufand artificers em-
ployed in them. Such coald not even exift withont u plentiful fupply of coal,
in 4 country fo deftitute of wood as Great Britain is, The faperiority which
the pofleffion of coal gives to her manufadtures, on the failure of that fupply,
would be inflantly transferred to thofe nations in Europe, poffeffed of a fufi-
cient quantity of weod for their confumption.

T2 is not difficult to uccount how Government, and the oation at large, are
Inlled into fecurity on this pomr.- The proprietors of coal have an intereft in a
great and immediate confumption. No matter from whatfit arifes ; immediate
profit is the objedt, whether from the home or foreign market, The reft of
maukind have little opportunity, and #till lefs incliwation to inveftigate a fub-
jeft of which the’ greater part have a very foporficial knowledge. It is uet the
leis neceffary that the alarm be given; tie danger, vpon candid inquiry, will net
be found ideal. Great dependence is fometimes placed wpon the difcovery of
new feams of coal, never before known ; but if it be confidered, that there is
-{carcely & feam of coal of any confequence in Great Britain, which has not been
known to exift for half 2 century, and that fcarce & new difcovery of coal has
beeu heard of during that period, to what is this to be imputed ? Not to the
want of trialy, for of thefe numbers have been made without fuccefs; but as it
1% an eftablithed fact, that every feam of coal, as well a3 a!] other fhrata, rife and
crop out, ator very near the furface of the ground, there isa high probabili-
ty that few valuable feams of coal could remaiu fo long undifcovered. As in
every extenfive field, the chance iz, that fome part of the crop will approach fo
newr the furface, a3 to be laid open by rivers, canals, vivuiets in tittle glens, and
not feldom the rife of outburft of the coal, will be feen in the form of a black
duft, mixed with fmall particles of coal, n common ditches, where nothing is
meant but the encloflure of the ground. Sech appesrances thonld, and, I fup-
pofe, generally are examined. By fuch means the greater number of coals al-
ready known, have been difcovered. And thongh others may exift not yet dif-
covered, there is liftle reafon to fappofe tht number or extent of fuch undifco-
vered feams to be very confiderable.

The t:t'c'nt of th: conl ﬁ:lds in Britzin is very inconfidersble, when compared
wtth
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tower*, which ftands on the N, fide, and near the . W. angle
ia 4§ feet by 36 over the walls, and 8¢ feet high. The top
is

with the immenfe tracks that have no coal metals {or ftrata that wiually ac.
company coal), nor any appearance to indicate coal being comtmined in them,
But the coal fields themfelves are very far from contaiaing coal every where,
The county of Fife, for inftance, is 2 cpal Geld, and has been held cut in & late
publication, on the caufes of the fearcity of coal, as containing an almoit inex-
hauftible fund of that ufeful mineral, and as every where containing coal. No
effertion could be more flenderiy founded ; it is probably much nearer the truth,
that for every acre in Fife containing unwronght coal, there is not lefs than 5o
that have no coal in them, nor any retional probability of any being found.
That there is ftill much cozl is Fife,  a cartain fact ; but if oo other part of
Britain is better ftored with it, it is equelly certain, that more than one half of
the whole quantity in the kingdoms is already exhanfted. Add to this, that the
remaining hali ok be wrought with engines 2t & valt expenfe ; and it is not
ablolutely certain whether, in quantity or gualiry, it may equal that part of the
coals already exhaufled. To prove what is above alleged, would not, perhaps,
be very difficalt. Take all the coals in Fife, wrought out, or now working,
one after another, examine copfumption, and the quantivy of ground wrought out
within the iaft ten years, and compare this with the quantity of greund which
.the proprietor (uppofes to contain coal as deep as there ia n poffibility of work-
ing, it would immediately be known, [ppofing the confumption the fame,
what number of years the remaining coal would fupply the demand, at the fame
rate of confumption. Spch an inguiry, I am afrsid, wonld amount to a full proof

that another century will confume the whole.
® Coonedted with the tower is a houle of 3 ftories, built by General Sir Alex-
ander Leflie, extending to the N. E. corner; and an the E. fide of the court is
anather heule of the fame height, built by the prefent Earl of Leven's grandfa-
ther. From the vaults under thefe new buildings, and the thickpefs of the
walls in the lower ftory, it appears probable that the old buildings bad been
equally extenfive, and that the new hooies had been raifed on the foundations
of the ald. On the 5. and W. fides of the court, there is & high freng wall,
which appears to be coeval with the tower: and without the wall there has
heen a large folfé, the remains of which wre fill to be feen. The gate.way is
on the W. fide, bebde which, snd under the wall, there is a pit. There is alfe
a dungeon, or datk celi in the bottom of the tower. This caffle ffands in the
middle ef an oblong iguare, inclhiive of 300 acres, fenced by a ftane and lime
wall. MNear it there is 2 garden of about 9 acres, enclofed by & wall &f x3 feet
high, and a great deal of fine old trees around. Balgonis, which anciently
’ belonged
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is furrounded with battlements, projefting about a foot be-
yond the walls, The roof, which appears to have been re-
peatedly repaired fince it was firft built, is raifed in the mid-
dle, and between that and the battlements, it i1s flat, and co
vered with ftones. The walls of the two lower ftories, both
of which are vanlted, are 8] fuct thick : but above that, they
are only 7 feet thick. There 15 an apartment in it called the
Chapel, and, in the wall on the oppofite fide of the court, the
ruins of & room are flill to be feen, which was called the
Chaplain’s Room. The architefture of thic tower ia fRill ve-
ry perfe@t and entire, and the third flery hath been lately re-
paired by the prefent Lord Balgonie. About half a mile to
E. of Balgonie, and on the fame fide of the Leven, is Bal-
four or Balor, an old building, flanding in the middle of
fome fine enclofures, and furrounded with a good deal of old
plantations. " This place gave the name of Balfour to a very
ancient family, from which the Balfours in Fife, of whom
there is a conliderable number, it is thought, moitly {prung *,
On the wefl fide, and about half a mile from the parifh

church, ftands Balbirnie, which anciently belonged to Bal-
birnie

belonged to a family of the name of Sibbald, was puychafed in the reignof
Charles L, by General Leilie, who was created Earl of Leven by that monarch,
in 1figt. Towards the end of the lalt century, David, fecond fon of George
Earl of Melvill, married the Countefs and heirels of Leven, in confequence of
which, the eftates and titles of the two Earldoms came to be united in the fame
family, as Lord Raith, the oldeft fon of the faid Earl of Melvill died wathout
illue.

% In the gth of the reignof Robert IL., John, laird of Balfour, dying withous
male iffue, Robert Bethune, allo of an ancient family in Fife, marned his daugh.
ter, the heirels of Balfour, #ill, however, retaining the oame of Bethune. From
this boufe, feveral reipectable families of the name of Bathune have defcended.
James Bethune, archbithop of St. Andrew’s, and Chancellor of Scotland, his ne-
phew David Eethune, Cardinal and Chancellor of Scotland, and the Cardwnal’s
nephew, Jemes Bethune, archbithop of Glafgow, were all three of this boule of

Balfour..
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birnie of that ilk, but which, for fome generations back,
hath been in the pofleflion of a family of the name of Bal-
four. A confliderable part of the old houle ftill remains, and
is kept in good repair ; on the fouth fide of which, and cone
nefted with it, the prefent proprietor hath built a neat com-
modious modern houfe. The fituation is rather low asnd con-
cealed ; but delightfully romantick. In front, there is a
pretty extenfive lawn thinly and irregulacly planted with dif-
ferent kinds of trees. The furrounding eminences, as well
as all the low maclhy ground near it, are covered with fine
thriving plantations of barren wood. Befides the attention
paid to the pleafure ground around the houfe, the prefent
proprietor has of late greatly beautified, as well as meliorated
his eftate in the aeighbourhood, by enclofing regular felds
with belts of plantation; and by placing clumps of trees on
the higher grounds, arranged and difpofed in fuch a manner,
as at once to pleale the eye, and to afford fhelter to the ad-
Jacent felds.

The fteeple of Markinch is another ancient building, and
from the fimilarity of the wourkmanpthip, is probably of the
fame age with Balgonie caftle. It is about 15 feet fgquare,
and preferves its thicknefs till it rifes to 8o feet high., From
that to the top, it 1s abeut 24 feet, drawing to a point, in a
pyramidical form. From its elevated fituation, it is feen at
a confiderable diftance in feveral direftions ; and forms the
termination of a beautiful view from the houfe of Leflie, the
feat of the Countefs of Rothes, which ftands about 3 miles
to the weftward of Markinch. Markinch hill is a beautiful
object. It lies on the north fide of the village, and is of an
oblong oval form, and 20¢ yards in length. On the northern
declivity, there are 6 terraces of sbout 2o feet broad, and
which extend the whele length of the hill, winding round
the eaft end of it. They are evidently artificial ; but nothing

- certaia
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certain can be learned as to their original ufe and defign *.
The poblick road from Markinch to the north, pafies. the
weft end of this hill, and, on 2 rifing groond, on the oppofite
fide of the road, flands = broad flone sbour 7 feet high,; called
the Stobb Crofs. It is & very coarle piece of work, without
any {culpture or charafters on it, that can lead to the know-
ledge of the defign of itz ere@iog 1.

On the eaflern extromity of the parifh, in the farm of
Duniface, mortiied to the United Qollege of St. Andrew’s,
by = gestleman of the namee of Ramifay, for the education of
«4 burfars at that college, there is a bill or eminénce not nn.
like the one juft now mentioned: On the north end of this
hill, there is a fpot of ground which rifes higher than the reft,
and is called the Maidex Caftle, fenced on the fouth fide by

ditches, the welliges of which remain 10 this day .
Charaéier

® Two reports prevail ; the ooe i, that thefe terraces were originally ditches,
intended to firengthen an encampment, or military poft on the top of the hill;
but that they have been levelled fmce for the purpole of tillage. The ather
feport it, thax they were made to sccommodate (pedtators, affembied 10 behold
certain public games, performed in the plais below; which plain is called the
Play-fizlds to this day.

4 Vulger tradition (ays, that it was evedted to the teomory of & gentleman,
wha feil on this por, io a mortul rercouster with one of his neighbonr.  As this
crofs fands upon the wery edgt of the rodid, asd 3 or 10 feet ahove its level, it
ke baow in danger of tumbling dovws, by the earth’s falling away from it. The
prefens Barl of Leven, therefore, caulad it to be fecured, by facing op.the sarth:
with & wall of fone and lime.

$ Bocthiu cally it * Arx feptingliy totidem foffis momits; olim peffefio Fif
Dufll, cujes pofteritas, per mnlia fecyls, st tewatze.”” Bame pretcod it was e
feat of M, Earl of Fife, and that there was snciently a {ubterraneous pal-
fage from it to Brunton, whdch lies about & quarter of » mule to the E. of Mark-
juch church, and where Malcolm, Earl of Fife, had a caftte. Tt is faid that the
entrance to this paffage at Brunton wxs fhut up fo Iately as in the time of the
late Johyp Binplon of Brunten, Near the Maiden Caftica battie has been fought,
probaply berweeen the Scots and Danes, &5 a great many fronecaffins, with hu-

smap bones in th:r.n, kave been lately difcovered in the immedisre nm;hban:r&—
h
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Charaéler of the People.—It would be facrificing trath to
complaifance, to fay that there are no worthlefs or excep-
tionable charaers in this parith. The number of {fuch, how-
ever, is comparatively fmall. The great body of the people
are fober, peaceable, and induftrious. Their attendance on
the public ordinances of religion is punétual and excmplary,
and their moral condu& correfpondent to their profeflion. It
is worthy of notice, that the colliers of Markinch poffels a re-
{pectability in point of chara&ter, to which few other colliers
in the kingdom can pretend. In them you fee nothing of
that grofs ignorance, that roughnefs and barbarity of manners,
that extravagance and diforderly behaviour, but too generally
chara&eriftical of this defeription of men, On the contrary,
with a very few exceptions, they are remarkably intelligent,
attentive to the duties of religion, civil and obliging in their
manners, fober, frugal and diligent; in canfequence of which,
they and their families live comfortably, and make z decent
appearance. It deferves alfe to be mentioned, to the honour
of this parifhk, that during the late ferment, when defigning,
factious, and turbulent men were endeavouring to difturb the
public tranguillity, and to alienate the affe@ions of the people
from the mild and equal government under which they live,
their loyalty to their King, and attachment to the Conftitution
remained uncorrupted. They joined no difcontented affoci-
ations ; they imbibed no feditious principles ; but every man
attended to the duties of his f{tation, and left the modelling
and mending of conftitutions to others, as a bufinefz beyond
their fphere, and above their abilities.

Vor. X1l. 4 A DTATISTICAL
hood. In feveral other parts of the parifh, coffins of the fame kind have, at dif-
ferent times, been difcuovered. One, in particular, was found about T FEArs ago
on the Headlaw, between Markinch and Balgonie. It was of & fguare form,
made of four unhewn flabs of freeftone, et edge-ways, and covered with a broad

ftone of the fame kind, upon which was lnd a large unformed mafi of fione, and
above all, aheap or cairn of fmall ftones. The bones enclofed in it were calcined.

Lo
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STATISTICAL TABLE of the ParisH of MArKINCH.

Number of fouls, - 2990 Number of wrights, - 16
— males, - - 1364 — fmiths, - - 1X
— fcmﬁleg, - - '14;6 - ﬂ‘I.DEmE'L.I'EErE, - - 20
w families, - - b3 — tailors, - - 9
— married couples, 475 e brewers, - - 4
= widowers, - - 36 — gardqnefs, - - 5
_— widur.-.fu, - - ﬁ_s — midwives, - - 2
— average of marriages w colliers, including o-
annually, - - 20 ' verfeers, drawers,
— of births ®, - - 63 e - - 104
— under 2 yearsof age, 160 . coOpErs, = - 2
— between 2 and 310, §38 -~ bakers, . " 3
— 1q aod 20, §24 — wheelwrights, - - 2
i 20 and 30, 469 - flaxdreflera, - - §
— s 30 a0d 40, 393 - flocking-makers, - 2
e s 40 and §o, 242 — dyers, = - %
. 50and 6o, 136 -— turner, - n ¥
— e 0 and 70, 147 =~ fhopkeepers, - 4
e %0 and 80, 58 — malefervants, - 134
— i _Bln:- and y}r:'}, i3 — female fervants, 120
= heritors, "+« = ar — labourers, - - 63
_;._. refiding heritors, IT horfes g.b;uve X year '
i fevars, - - I30 pid, - - 383
e farmers, - - 60 - black cattle sbove 1
-— teachers, - - 7  yesrold, - . 1540
— natsry publicks, 2 o~ fheep, - - 390
e plfiﬂ&er, ~ - 1 Valuedrent,871l. a.1d.
— weavers, - - 100 Sterling. ° ' '
g mafons, - . 34 Realrentofland belong-
. . ine

# There is no regilter of burials.
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ingto the heritors; soool. Number of corn-mills, 10
~ Sterling. ~— lint-mills, - - 7
Rentsof feviars property, 480l. = barley-mills, - - 4

Sterliog. - wauk-mills, - - %
Number of inns, - 2 — flour-mill, - - 1
— poft-chaifes, - - 5 — oilmill, - - I
— carts, - - - 10& — collieries, - - 2
— ale-houfes, - - XX = coal engines, - =~ 4
— hleachfield, - = I
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