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WUMBER XXXVI.

UNITED PARISHES * or LYNE avp MEGGET.

(CouNTY AND PREsRTTERY oF PEEBLES, SyNen oF LoTHIAN
AND TWEEDDALE.)

By the Rev. Mr. ANDREW HaANDYSIDE.

Extent, Name, Soil, Culture, &c. of Ly,

HE parifh of Lyne is between 3 and 4 miles long, and
near 3 broad. The origin of the name is uncertein,
prehaps from the (Gaclic word Linn, © 2 pool or water.”” The

river, which runs from one extremity of the pariflk to the o-
ther,

® It appears from the Scots Adts of Parliament, (vol. i. p. 960.) that the pa-
rith of Rodonno, or Megget, was annexed to that of Lyne, aboat the year 18213
and that this took place in confequence of o joint petition from the proprictor
and ishabitants of the former parifh, to the Lords Commifioners for Plantation
of Kirks, defiring that they mught henceforth be coniidered as a part of the lat-

ger. It is Ginpular that Megget Should not have bees united to one of the neigh~
bouring
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Of Lyne and Megyet, 557

ther, is {o culled, and being one of the largeft that falls into
Tweed in this county, might obtain the name of lLinn, or the
Water, by way of emineace ; and the name might afterward
be transferred to the parith. The lower part of the parifh is,
in general, of a tharp gravelly foil, requiring frequent fhowers
in fummer. The upper part is hilly, and affords good pafture
for fheep, confilting of a proper mixture of heath and grafs.
In the year 1982, the crop in this parith did not fuffer {o
much from the froft, as in feveral of the neighbouring ones.
The fharp nature of the foil, and the fouthern expofure of the
corn-lands, may account for this, The whole parith is, at
prefent, divided into two farms; but about 6o years ago, it
was polleffed by no fewer than 7 fmall tenants, The quanti-
ty of grain raifed in it s not great, as the number of acres
under tillage does not, at an average, exceed 160, The rota-
tion of crops obferved, is the old one of bear with dung, then
oats, then peale. Potatoes are alfo railed for family ufe. No
grafu has hitherto been fown, nor turnips cultivated by the
farmers. This 1s to be afcribed chiefly to the want of enclo-
fures, without which, thefe crops cannot be eaflily protefled
from the fheep and cattle, during the winter and fpring.

Extent, Surface, &c. of Meggee. —~The parilh of Megget is
firnated in the fouthern extremity of the county. It is be-
tween 6 and 4 miles in length, and near 6 in breadth. The
forface is very hilly. The tops of the hills are, in general,
covered with heath, and coarfe grals, but the lower parts pro-
duce excellent pafture both for fheep and cattle. The climate
is not, upon the whole, unhealthy, though from the high fi-
tnation of the country, it is damp and cold. On this account

the

Souring parifhes, rather than to Lyne, which is {o diltant from it. Perhaps the
{mallnefs both of the ftipends and cures might be the chief reafon; befides, both
pariflies at that pericd belonged wholly to one proprietor, Lord Hay of Yefter,
and it is more thaa probable that be bad confiderable influence in procuring the
anpexation,
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the inhabitants are more fubje& to rheumatifins; than to any
other complaint. The water of Megget rifes at the head of
the parilh, and, afier running the whole length of it, falls in.
to 3t. Mary’s Loch, a beautifal expanfe of freth water. This
loch, with the loch of the Lows, from which it is feparated
by a narrow mneck of land, may be near § miles long, and, in
fome places, 24 broad. Trout, pike, and eecl, are found in
both ; they are frequented by water-fowl of different kinds,
particularly by wild-ducks. The quantity of grain raifed in
Megget is very inconfiderable, and infufficient, even in the
beft feafons, to maintain its inhabitants. But the quantity
that Lyne can annually {pare, would, upon an average, fully
anf{wer zll the demands of Megget.

Population, &c.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
number of fouls in Lyne and Megget in 1755, was 265. The
population of Lyne parith in the 1792, was 72.

Under the age of 10, 16 Females, - - - - 38
From 1o te 20, - = 2§ Numberof horfes, - 18
From 20 to 50, - - 23 ——on black cattle, 64
¥rom so0to 50, = = § ploughs, - 4
From 50 to 100, = =~ 4 carts, = = @

Males, = =~ « « = 34
‘Fhe population of Megget im 21792, was Bo.

Uni'sr 1o years, - - 1o Number of inhabited hou-

Féon 10 to 10, = = 186 fes, = =« = = - 3%
From 20to §0, = =~ 42 of acres under tillage, 40/
From soto %0, = =~ 0O of horfes, - - =~ 1§

of black cattle, = 54
of ploughs, = = 3

From 70 to 100, = = 3
Males, - -~ - - - 39
Females, -~ < = <« 43

FThe
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The number of fheep in both parifhes ia between 10,000
and 11,000,

Asg during the fummer there are xz or 13 fervants more
in Megget, and 3 or 4 more in Lyne parith, moftly females,
employed in milking ewes, making hay, &c. the population
of both parifhes will amount, at a medium, to about 160 ¥,

There are no artificers nor mechanicks in either parith, ex-
cept I carpenter at Lyne, who has commonly 2 or 3 appren-
tices. The reit of the inhabitants are wholly compofed of
farmers, {hepherds, and labourers, with their families. Their
mode of living and drefs is much improved of late, and they
enjoy, in moderation, the comforts and conveniences of life.
They are far from being illiberal in their religious fentiments,
and are truly exemplary for decency and hofpitality. All the
parithioners join in communion with the Eftablifhed Church,
except 4 or 5§ Gameronians, and fometimes 2 or 3 Seceders.

Church, Stipend, Heritors, &c.~~The church is an old edi-
fice, and appears to have been originally a Roman Catholic
chapel. It was, uill lately, in a ftate almoft ruinous, but is
yow yndergoing a2 thorough repair. It will afterward be a
commodionus place for divine fervice, In Megget, their is nej»
ther church nor chapel of any kind. Public worfhip is there-
tore performed in the different farm-houfes by rotation, which
is far from being either decent or convesnient. The value of
the ftipend, ipcluding the glebe, is about 83 1., befides the
manile. His Grace of Queenfberry is patron. He - alfo
proprietor of both parifhes, except the farm of Hendbland,
s0d a {mall heritage, called Lyn-townhead., Lord Hender-

land,

* Wo parochial regifter, either of births, marriages, or deaths, is to be found ;

but it is highly probable that the population of both parithes has decrealed con,
Oderably, during the lalt 4o years,
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560 Stasiftical Account

land, onec of the {enators of the College of Juftice, is pro-
prietor of the former, and takes hi, title from that farm. It
15 not ealy to afcertain the real rent of the parith, as fines or
graflums are taken at the beginning of leales, inftead of ad-
vanced rent.

Infance of Longevity, &ec.—The only remarkable inftance
of longevity that can be 1¢membered, is thet of the late mini-
fier, the Rev. Mr. Johniton. Though his age canunot be ful-
Iy authenticated, as the regifter of the parith where he was
born is loil, yet there is good reafon to believe, that he died
at the advanced age of abour 102. Jn his drels and diet he
was very homely and fimple. Regarding the manners and
cuftoms to which he had been fo long babituated, as & model
for {ucceeding ages, iu the decline of life he gonfidered every
deviation from them as 3 corruption. He had a firong anti-
pathy to medicine of every kind, and it is doubtful if ever he
made ufe of any in his life, except once. He enjoyed a flate
of health almeoft uninterrupted, officiated in public the Sab~
bath before his death, and was getting out of bed, in order to
prepare for the duties of the next Sabbath, when he expired
fuddenly, in a fainting fir, without a groan.

Poor.—There are no poor in this parifh, nor have there
been any upon the poor’s roll for many years paft. This is
ewing not only to the frugality and induflry of the inhahi-
tants, but alfo to their fenle of honour, and independent Ipirit.
In eftablilbing poor’s rates, the defign is certainly laudable, but
experience teaches us that they are attended with many bad
confequerces. 'Wherever men can depend on fuitable provifion
being made for them, when reduced to indigence, they are di-
velted of the proper ftimulusto exertion ; they foon lofe the fenfe

pf fheme, gnd azre tempted to fquander away in diflipation,
what
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Of Lyne and Megget. 56X

what would otherwife have been laid up for the evil day.
Some of the neighbouring parifhes are firiking inftances of the
truth of this oblervation. In our filter kingdom, the evil is
ftill growing worfe and worfe, If not {peedily correlled, the
burden of poor’s rates will, in a fhort time, become altogethes
grievous and oppreflive,

Sheep.—Both in Megget and Lyne, the fheep are all of the
black-faced, common Scotch kind, and they are not inferior
in gualily to any of that kind in this part of Scotland. Af-
ter repeated experiments, the farmers in this difkri&, zre con-
vinced that their own breed is more hardy, of a better thape,
and more eafily fed than any other breed with which they are
acquainted. Befides, they maintain, that there is a greatery
demand from England for Scotch theep, than for thole of any
sther kind. For thefe reafons, they apprehend that it would
be very dangerous for them, whofe dependence is [elely upon
their theep, to attempt any innovation, in this refpe@, unlefg
it were done on a very fmall fcale. Upon the banks of Yar-
row water, a crols breed, with finer wool, has been gaining
ground for fome time paft, but they are found mnot to thrive
fo well when carried to the higher grounds in Tweeddale. It
15 true, that an attempt has been lately made, with confider-
able fuccefs, to change the breed upon 3 farm near the head
of Moffat water ; but it ought to be confidered, that though
fomne of the land in that farm be among the highefl in the S.
of Scotland, yet a confiderable part of it is not only low,
but fheltered in fuch a manner, that when the farms in Meg~
get are completely flormed with fnow, the theep on that farm
are at no lofs for pafture. It is admitted, that the wool of
the black-faced fheep, is, in general, very coarfe, but per=
haps confiderable improvement might be made on i, by pey-
ing more attention than is ufually done, to the fleece of the

Vog. XII. 4 B ramg
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562 Statiftical Account

rams and ewes, which are kept as a breeding ftock. After
all, if it can be sfcertained, from experiment and undoubted
fafts, that any change whatever, either in the kind or ma-
nagement of 'fheep,” will, u]:iﬂn the whole, be more advan-
tageous to the farmers, than the mode at prefent adopted, it
15 not to be doubted, that the fagacity of that clafs of men,
in this county, will foon induce them to purfue that plan.

Caufes of Depopulation.—The caufes commonly affigned
for the decreafe of population in this " diftrit, are the demo-
lithing of cottages, and the "junftion of fheep-farms. With
re{pet to the firflt, farmers ate now generally convinced of
the neceflity of encouraging cottagers, by building houfes for
them, though the reverfe was too much the i::—ra&ic: a few
years ago. Cottagers, by living at a diftance from towns, are
commonly firangers to diffipation and vice, their childven are
often numerous and healthy, and almoft always make the beft
<country {ervants. But, with regard to the fecorid canfe, men
of obfervation are not fo unanimous.” For it has been warm-
1y difputed, whethber extenfive farms be, upon the whole, fa-
vourable or unfavourabie to the population and profperity of
a country. Before we can determine this point, it i3 necel-
fary that we attend to the fituation and circumitanees of the
country where the farms lie. In the vicinity of a large town,
where plenty of mangre can be procured, or, in a rich foil,
where,' by means of lime and marl, cultivation may be car-
ried to a high pitch, farms of a2 moderate extent are certain-
ly proper, Becaufe the culture of them requires mary hands,
wod much attention. But in proportion as farms are more
‘diftant from the means of improvement, and the foil of them
lefs rich, in the fame proportion, it ‘would appear, may they
increafe in fize, becaufe the quantity of land under tillage be-

ing neceflarily fmall, lefs attention and indufiry are requifite.
. ' T R - If
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Tf l:h:ts r&a‘:'n.-tng be well founded, it is evident that {mall
farms may fometimes be ‘united, and larger farms, in fome
cafes, divided to advantage. But it may be f{aid, does not
the junétion of frmall farms tend, in every inftance, to dimi-
nith the population of a country, and is not the publick a
fufferer by it? We muft admit, that where the induftry of
the fmall farmer and his family cannet be turned into another
channel equally beneficial to themfelves and the communpity,
this will be the cafe. On the other hand, at a period when
the demand for mapufaturers is great, and their wages higli,
it may be advantageous both to the individuals and the publick,
that fqm_r: of the {mall farmers become manufadlurers. ']:'Iu:-
cafe of this ufeful clals of men, is indeed much to be pitied,
when they are turned out of their fmall poffeflions, where
there 12 no demand fﬁr their labuouwy in any other line; they
muft then either emigrate or flarve, and the country will, in
a {hort time, feverely feeb the lofs. 1t appears, then, that the
ftate of trade and manuvfalluies mufl have confiderable influ.
ence in regulating the fize of farms ; {o that what would be
found policy in this refpedl, at ong period, would be the re-
verfe at another. If 1t be faid, that after all, the intereft of
the p1mpriutu_r will naturally induce him 0 prefer the higheft
offer for his lands ; and that as the extenflive farmer can af-
ford to give more rent than {inall tegants, the former will obe
tain the preference; and farms will continually increafe in
hz.e. it anfwer to l‘.‘us, it may be uhferved lhar. neither the
proprietor nor the farmer, even in a ﬂwep ountry, will find
it his advantage that the farm ha more ext:uﬁw: than what
one perfon can properly manage. The proper check, then,
whun farms become overgrown, appears to be at hand ; and
the wifdom of prmmience is equally confpicuous in this, as’
in many other inftances, which often efcape our oblerva-
tion,

4B 2 - ﬁn
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On the whole, it will perhaps bc found to be the foundeit
policy, that no reftraint whatever be impofed either upon
farming, commerce, or manufaftures. When left to themfelves,
they will have a ftrong mutual influence on each other, and
though one of them may appear to gain too great an afcend-
ancy at a time, yet it will foon be checked by the others, and
defcend to its own proper levell. When Government is {o
wife as not to interfere in thefe matters, it will find its advan-
tage in the increafing profperity of the whole fate.

Anrtiquities.—About + of a mile W. of Lyne ¢hurch, there
is a famous Roman camp of about 6 acres in extent. The
{ituation of it appears to have been chofen with great judg-
ment. The road leading to it is ftill vifible, and runs through
the prefent glebe. The ground within the encampment has
been frequently ploughed, and it is faid, that Roman coins,
o, were frequently found 1n it. But as this camp has been
often defcribed, it is judged unneceflary to infift more on it.
In Megget there are the remains of 2 old towers, which ap-
pear to have been built, partly for defence, partly for accom-
modating the Kings of Scotland when on their hunting par-
ties in the foreft. The traces of 3 or 4 roads in different di-
re&ions acrofs the hills are fi1ll vifible, at what period, or
'with what defign they were formed, is uncertain. Perhaps
when the country was covered with woed, they were cut out
for the King and his. fuite when they went a-hunting. At
Henderland, there are the remains of an old chapel and bury-
ing-ground. The infcription on ihe tomb-flone of the famous
freebooter, Cockburn of Henderland, is ftill legible. Boetius,
Buchanan, and other hiltorians, inform wus, that gold was for-
merly found in Glengabor water, and fome fmall traces ftill
"remain of the ground which had beca dug in fearch of that

precious metal, .
v Mifcellaneous
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Of Lyne and Megget. 565

Mifeellancous Obfervations.—Though a great part of the
land in Lyne and Megget bas been formerly covered with
wood, yet, at prefent, there are only a few trees around the
church and fome of the farm.houfes. The old trees natural-
ly decay through time, and the growth of young ones is ef«
f:&ually prevented by the fheep and cattle. In Megget, there
is plenty of moorfowl in good feafons. The earn, a Ipecies
of eagle that builds its neft in = fmall ifland in Lochikene,
fometimes carries off 2 young lamb, even in view of the thep-
herd. Befides the neceffary attention which the flocks of fheep
require, the inhabitants of Megget are moftly employed dur-
ing the fummer and autumn in wmaking and carrying home
their peats, in cutting and leading in their hay, and in laying
up provifion for the winter.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—At Lyne, the diftance
from coals and lime is not great, the roads are good, and there
are 2 convenient bridges over the water. Thirlage is 2 griev-
ance juftly complained of. The want of a falary for a fchosl-
inafter, is hard on the lower clafs of people. Megget labours
under particular difadvantages. There is no fchool of any
kind nearer to it, than that of Yarrow, which is 8 or 9 miles
diftant. This want is feverely fels, elpecially by fervanes
who have large families, who muft either fend their children
to a great diftance for educatien, or be at the expenfe of
teaching them at home, Yet, much te their credit, they are
not inferior in religious knowledge to any of their neigh-
bours. This mufl be afcribed chiefly to the diligence and at-
tention of their parents, who are at confiderable pains to in-
ftill into the tender minds of their offspring, the principles of
piety and virtue., There was indeed the fum of gol. Ster-
ling mortified by a former minifter of Lyne, and the interelt
of it was intended as a falary for a teacher ; but, though thac

fum
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fum be now increafed to 8ol. Sterling, yet the intereft of ir
18 far from being fufficient to fupport an eftablithed fchool-
mafler. Among the difadvantages peculiar to Megpget, its
great diftance from Lyne church, which is ahuut. 14 miles,
ought not to be omitted. The river Tweed runs between
them, and the rosd is remarkably bad and feep.

Means of Melioration.—As Mcgge.t is fometimes almoft
inacce{lible during 2 or 3 months in winter, on account of
the fteep hills and rough roads, nothing would tend more to
promete the comfort and convenpience of its inhabitants, thaxn
a paflable read up Manor water., If it weré carried up the
narrow glen oppofite to Manor-head, which is prafticable,
and afterward down Glengaber water, great part of the pre-
fent fteep pull would be faved, and the traveller would de-
rive effential benefit from it. It is true, that the expenle
would be confiderable, but the fom which was lately expend-
ed in obtaining an aét of parliament for making roads in the
county, would have been fufficient for making that road.
It is certainly very hard, efpecially on peor coumties, when
they are obliged to {pend about 400l. Sterling, in order to
obtain leave to lay out their own mioney in the way they
think beft. The writer of this has no objeét in view, but
the good of his country; and it will be admitted, that few
things are more conducive to its improvement, than good
zoads upon = liberal plan, and in a proper direftion. As this
is 2 pational concern, and not confined to soy partcular dif-
#ridk, it ia to be hoped, that at {ome future peried it miay meet
with ali the zttention it deferves. _

That confiderable improvement has bheen lately made on
the roads, cannot be denied ; but it will alfo be ad.mil:ted,'
that they are far from having attained that perfe@ion, either
i the direltion or execution of them, to which they may be

» curried.’

& The Unkversity of Edinbiuargk
Tz Leniversily af GEasgow



OF Lyne and Megpet. 567

carried. It is certainly the intereft of every member of the
community, that the communication from one place to an.
other be rendered as eafy as poflible ; but gentlemen of land-
ed property appear to he more concerned in this than others:
For, if their tenants are obliged, on account of the fteepnefs
and roughnefs of the road, to employ 4 carts in carrying
what would otherwife have been an eafy load for g, it is
evident that the expenfe muft ultimately fall npon the pro-
prietor. Though the management of the money arifing from
turnpikes is, with great propriety, committed to the truftees
of the different counties, yet it may be doubted if the Plan-—
ning and originel direftion of the roads be fafeft in the fame
hands. Wherever men are interefted, there they are not
Eumpetant judges ; this is perhaps the reafon, that, in making
roads, the publmk intereft 1s fometimes ﬁmnﬁccd to the prea
tended intereft of individuals. Were the gentlemen of the
different counties to agree, that the planning of the roads in
their own county {hould be left to a deputation of gentlemen
from a neighbouring one, the objeftion would, in a great
meafure, be obviated ; for, in that cale, private or political
inteteft would have fmall influence. With regard to the great
roads through the kingdom, would it not be of advantage to
the nation, were commiffioners appmnted by parliament, un-
der proper reftriftions, to fuperintend this branch of publick
police ; and if 2 or 3 engineers were added to the commilf-
fion, we might realonably expeét, that beauty and utility
would foon be uaited, and their joint labours tend, in a con-
fiderable degree, to promote the publick good.,

N U M.
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