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NUMBER XL

PARISH or FETTERESS O,

(CounTY oF KINCARDINE, SYNoD OF ANGUS AND MEARNE,
PRESBYTERY OF FORDOUN.)

By the Rev. Mr. Jonx Hurcreon.

Name, Rivers, Extent, Soil, t4c.

TH.E name of the parifh is Gaelic, and means. a place
between the banks of two rivers, which is high.
ly defcriptive, not only of the place where the church
ftands, but likewife of a tra&t of ground about a mile fquare,
extending towards the coaft, on the N. of which runs the
Cowie, and on the S., the Carron, two fmall rivers with
kigh banks. The parifh is abont 1o ftatate miles in length,
between 5 and 6 in breadth, and contains 19,606 Scotch
pcres, or 24,914 Englith, according to a furvey of the county
by Mr. W. Garden. Of the above, one-third may be ara-
bie :
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50% Sratiffical Aeceunt

ble; the reft is barren ground, confifting of moffes and moors
covered with heath and ftones, chiefly granite.

Face of the Country.—The parith may be divided into three
diftricts The traft of country lying between the Cowie and
Carron from the coaft, about 3 miles to the W., has a rich
and fertile appearance. Clofe to this diftri&t, ftands the man-
fion-houfe of Mr. Har::larjr of Urie, an a rifing ground near
the river Cowie, the floping banks of which are planted wirth
trees towering one above another. This plantation, which
extends an Englith mile to the W,, and as far te the E. of
the houfe, on both fdes of the river, prefents a moft de-
lightful appearance, and the vaft extent of highly cultivated
ground divided into larg fields, and enclofed with thorn
hedges, greatly heighten the beauty of the profpe&. The
tra@t of ground im this diftrit, berween the church and the
coafty about 20 years ago, was chiefly moor covered with
fhort heath, furze, and broom; now it 1s almoft all en-
clofed, and in a ftate of high cultivation. What part is not
fo, is planted with Scoteh firs, larix, afh, &c. which are in a
very thriving {late, and will add confliderable beauty to the
appearance of the country in a few jeara. At regular dif-
tances, neat commodious dwelling-houfes of ftone aad lime,
and-covered with flates, are built by the proprictor, Mr. Bas-
clay, for his tenants. This circumflance js mentioned to
fbow the rapid progrels of improvement in this place. A-
bout two m:les 8. W. from Urie, is the manfion-houfe of
Fettereflo, formerly the refidence of the ancient and noble
family of Muariich, and now of Mr. Duff, fon of the late
Admiral Duff, who purchafed the eftate from the York-builds
ing Company in 1782. The fire of the houfe is {nug and
warm, and {urrounded with fine old trees, which, together

with the adjoming unproved fields, exhibit a2 beautiful apy
pearance,
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pearance. The fecond diftri@ Rretches along the coaft, and
comprehends the eftates of Cowie, Muchals, and Elfick.
Here the face of the country has but a bare appearance, as
theres are no trees, excepting a few at the manfion-houfes of
Muchals and Eilfick. There dare, however, rich corn fields
enclofed with flone or earthen fences on both fides of the
poft-road that runa through this part of the parith, which
gives the country a fertile appearance. The lands of Moun-
guich, lying § miles W. from the coaft, form the third dif-
tri¢t. The fuce of the country here, in general, is not fa:
vourable. In one particular fpot, however, great improve-
ments have been made of late, which, amidft the gloomy
wafle which every where furrounds it, prefents an agreeable
profpe. Mr. Silver, a native of this diftri@, made 2 pur-
chafe of the eftate af Netherby, on his return from the Weit
Indies, where he built a genteel modern dwelling-houfe, with
2 complete fot of offices, which, fince his death, have beén
greatly improved by his fon, He likewife planted feveral
pieces of meorilh ground with Scotch firs, ath, and oak, &cc:
-which are in a very thriving ftate ; and highly improved and
cultivated about 100 Scotch acres, which he enclofed in fmall
fields, with ftone fences and hedge rows of ath; by which
means, and the wery great improvements he made on the flate
of the roads, the inhabitants here are happily put on a foot-
ing with thofe on the coaft.

Climate and Difeafes.~—The ait is in general dry and healthy,
and the people little fubje@ to contagious diftempers. The
ot prevalent are rheunratilons amd tiervous fevers. It des
ferves to be renarked, thit the people who .reéfide mear the
noffes and marfhy phaces,” enjoy as. good haalth; and live to
s great age, as thofe near the coaft., Many of theém Jive to
70, and fome of them to 8o yesrs of age, and upwards.
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Coaff, Fifb, Harbours, &c¢.—The coaflt from Stonchavem
to the N. boundary of the parifh, extends nearly 9 Englilh
miles. It is bold and rocky. There is one bay, called the
Bay of Stonehaven, which ftretches from Downy to Garron
Point, that is, about two miles, In this bay, there is a {al-
mon fithing, the property of Mr. Barelay ; and a white fifh-
ing, the property of Mr. lnnes of Cowie, Three boats are
employed in this filhing, with fix hands to each boat. The
fith caught here, are ling, cod, turbot, fkate, haddocks, &c.
which are confumed by the people in the neighbourhood.
There are likewife two ciecks or fmall harbeurs, one at
Muchals, avether at Sketraw. At the former, there were
two fifhing-boats, which were loft in 2 ftorm sbhout 30 years
ago, and the crews perifthed, fince which time they have not
been veplaced. At the latter, there are % boats of much the
fame fize, znd having the fame number of hands with thofe
at Cowies The filh caught here are likewiie confumed by
the people in the adjacent country. Here, by the way, ix
defeives to be remarked, that a Mr Mackie, lately from the
Welt Indies, made a purchale of the lands of Sketraw, in
2788, where he bas built a very good dwelling-houfe, and
made very great improvements, having, in the fpace ot 3
years, encloled with flone fences,and highly cultivated, about
65 Scotch acres, part of which was formerly barren, covered
with heath and furze. He continues to carry on his im-«
provements with great fpirit and iuduﬂ;rj'..

Paﬁﬂfnr:'an._Thc population of Fettereflo is rot fo great
as it was formerly, though it is ftill fomewhat higher than it

_Was 40 years ago. By an exafl furvey taken in 1364, the

pumber was 3500. The return to Dr. Webfter in 1955,
was only 3082. Inocreale in g years 418. The number of
fouls, in 3790, was 3370. Decreale in a6 years 130. Inu

crealey
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ereale, upon the whole, 1n 35 years, from 1755 to 1793, 13
288. The above mentioned decreafe, is vwing chiefly to two
or more farms being turned into one ; a praltice not uncom-
mon here. The births, at an average, are 70 ; the marriages
2% ; the deaths cannot be afcertained, no regifter of them
having been kept. There is 2 Chapel of Eafe, and an Epif-
copal meeting. houfe in the N. part of the parith. The num-
ber of Epifcopalians is about 400 : they are an obliging, peace~
wble, decent fet of people, and live in good habits with thofe
of the Eftablilhment. There are no other fe@aries in the parith,

Church, Scbool, and Poor.—Formerly Earl Marifchal was
patron of the pariih ; but upon the forfeiture of the ritles and
eftate of that family in 2915, the right of patronage de-
volved to the King. The church is old, inconvenient, and
wnfit to contain the congregation, when fully aflembled toge-
ther. It is 94 feet in length, within walls, and 19 in breadth,
Oppofite to the pulpit, there is an sile, which is of fervice
to the preacher, by enabling him to fpeak with "greater eafe,
The aile was built in 1720 ; but when the church was built,
is not known, there being no date upon it. Neither walls
nor roof are plaftered; and as the flaor is from 3 to 4 feet
lower than the furface of the ground on the outlide of the
walls, pools of water ftand in the area feveral days after s
heavy rain. The burying-ground is much larger than any
in this part of the country. There are about 250 tomb or
grave ftones in it, fome of which are of an ancient date ; and
a few have very fine engravings upon them, done by a Mr.
Creffwell, a farmer in the parifh, who could not form a fingle
letter with the pen., The manfe was buile in 1726, and has

undergone few repairs, excepting new windows in 1784. -, . 4
The ftipend is %xl. 25. 6d! Sterling, 2 chalders of meal, :_,;:
aad 1} chalder of bear ; the glebe, including the garden and 3 :F_E ’
4 F 2 palturg tg; B
RV X3
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pafture ground, is 61 acres,—The fchoslmafter®s felary 15 81,
65, 8 d. Sterling, whichi, together with the emoluments of
the office, make his living about 28 1. Sterling a-year, Twelva
years ago, the heritors built an execellent fchool, and a houfe
for the maiter, under ooe roof, which laft they neatly finith-
ed to encourage him to keep boarders.—The number of poor
who receive oceafional fupply is, at an average, 36. There
are § or & befides, who receive weekly from 13. to 2s. each.
The money belonging to the poor, is 7ol Sterling, the in-
tereft of which, with the weekly colleétions, [eat-rents, mort-
cloth dues, 8zc. amounts to about g0 l. Sterling yearly.

Antiguities—The veltige of an old camp, on sa hill called
Ree-Dikes, or the King's Dikes, appears very diftin&. It
is an oblong fquare of 21 acres, has fouar outlets and redoubty
before them, and many of the trenches are Rill pretty deep *.
in almoft every part of the parith, remains of Druidical
temples are to be met with+. On the coaft about a mile and
a half N, from Stonehaven, appear the remains of a caltle,
the refidence of the Fhanes of Cowie or Mearnsi., On a

rifing

# Tt i¢ [uppofed by fome o bave been 2 Roman encampment, and to be the
very fpot cecupied by Agricola’ troops before his engapement with Gulgacus
the Scotch king. On 2 moor 2 miles B of the camp, there zre a great maoy
tumuli, or imall cairns, and lome very large ones, which are foppofed to be fo-
pulchral monuments raifed on the field of battle 10 the memory of the dead.
The moor is called the Eomp.flane Hill, on each fide of which, there is a2 mo.
ruds, which would cover the flanks of the army that Arlt reached the grounds
and it is not improbable the battle was fought between the morafes

f Since the incumbent was fettled, there was one that feemed to be pretty
eotire, the theee circles formed by ftones of different fizes being very diftindt.
But the farmer oo whole pollellion it fiood, demelithed st a few years ago, by
carrying off the flores for buiding.

$ Buchasan calls the Thane of Cowie Macpendirvs. Donald Bame the hro-
ther of Malcole Canmore (he f{ays) bribved Macpendirus ®, Cosnes Meruize, to

alafinate
® Buchan. Hifl. 8cet, Lib. T."Tq.‘
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riling ground near to the Thanes callle, there had formerly
been a place of worlhip ; the gables and part of the walls are
flill ftanding. Adjoining to this, there iz s burying-ground
enclofed with ftone walls, where many of the people in the
N. part of the parilb, on account of its vicipity to thems
bury their dead.

Rent and Propricteri~The valued rent of the parilh is
635341 43. 2d. Scotch, and the real rent is about 4200l
Sterling. The number of heritors is 6, and of feuars 8. Twao
of the former, and 4 of the latter, are rcfident. Thirtj years
ago, about ome half of the rent of the parith was paid ia
grain, but now the grain 15 almoil all converted, and the rent
is chiefly paid in money. Improved land is let from 11l. to
1l. 103. Eterlfug the acre. Some pieces on the coaft near
Stonehaven are let mmuch higher, Unimproved land from x0s.

to 15s. the avre %,

Agriculture.—Before 1763, farming was little ftudied here
as a fcience, and for that reafon was not earried on according to
any regulac plan. The fpirit of inquiry inte the methods prae-
tifed in the S. parts of the country had not gone forth. Hence
the mode of farmiung that had been in ufe for ages paft, was
ftill continued. Every farmer followed the courfe which his
father taught him, aod was fatisfied. In this flate, the

country

sffaflinate Duncan the baftard. 5ir David Dalrympie calls him Malpedir,
which he tranflates from the Gaeiic, * the fervant of Peter.” After him, one
of the name of Frafer was raifsd to the rank of Thane of Cowie., Sir David
Dalrymple in his Anvals, to which the reader is referred, mentions fome re-
markahle facts relating to this family. The ancient and noble fumilies of Lovat
and Solton, are delcended from them, and perhaps moft of the famulies of that

pame in Scotlaed.
® The dutly wages for labeorers in huibandry, are frem 10d. to 12, whercar
Io yeurs lince, they were not above 5 d. The ulual wages of a male-lervant are
= 1. R-year
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508 Statiffical Account

country might have remained till now, had not Mr. Barclay,
who is pofleffed of an enterprifing fpirit, and extenfive know-
ledge in agriculture, which he acquired by reading the beit
publications on that fubje&, and by his own obfervations in
the different tours which he made on foot in his younger
years through Scotland, and a great part of England, intro-
duced a new f{yflem. Before the above period, lime, as a
means of improvement, was little Known, and had never
been ufed ; clearing the land of {tones, ftraighting and level-
ling, fummer fallow and green crops, dividing and enclofing
ground in feparate fields, had never been attempted. All this
was left to be done by Mr., Barclay, who embarked ia the
arduous undertaking with animation and fortitude ; and not-
withftanding the many obftacles that neceflarily occurred to
obftruét his progrels, he perfevered in the profecution of his
defigns with ardour and refolution : But as he was fo oblig-
ing as give the writer of this an account of his operations
and improvements, he fhall publith it in the terms he rew
ceived it.

“ Land improved by Mxr. Barclay of Ury, in the fpace of

w5 years, about Boo acres; sco of which were arable, and
300

= 1. 2-year; and that of a female-feavant 31 Twency years ego, their wages
were hittle more than a haif of what they are now. W hen the incumbent was
fettled, the wages of the firll malefervant he had was 21, 6s. 8d. Steiling a-
year, and of lus Grit female-fervant 1k 65 8d. Sterling. Every article of liv-
ing is increafed in proportion.  Beel coft then r4 d., or at moft 2 d. the poond.
Blutton was not {old by weight ; on an average 1t was gd. the guarter  Veal
and lamb were feldom brought to market ; few people thinking it worth while
to fatten them. Mow beefl cofts 3 d. the pound in avtumn and winter, and 44,
in fpring and fummer. WVeal, mutton, and lamb, are from 3d. te igd. the
pound. Butcher meat is to be had in Stonchaven, the nearelt market town,
every lawful day of the week, which is very convenient for the inhabitants, and
the people ip the rveighbourhood. Poultry and eggs are almolt double the price

they were fome years fince.
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goo barren, covered with fhort heath, furze, and broom.
The land was improved in this manner, by clearing it of
flones, many of which were fplit by gunpowder, draining,
levelling, and enclofing, chiefly with thorn hedges.

¢ Mode of Cropping.—Firft year, fallowed and improved
by lime; s0 bolls of Scotch fheils, water meafure, to cach
acre ; 4 firlots to each boll, and 34 Scotch pints to each firlot.
The lime ploughed into the land before winter, and fome-
times the land was ploughed a fecond time before it. The
firft crop oats or barley. Second year, dunged, and fown with
turnips, in broad caft, and hoed while any weeds appeared.
The turnips {ometimes fed off by fheep, but moft commonly
one half drawn, and the other hglf fed off in alternate ridges,
the whole ground being included in the fold. Third year,
barley and grafs-feeds. If intended to be broken up for
wheat, 12 pound of broad dover, and 2 pecks of rye-grafs
to each acre. If intended to remain for pafture, a greater
quantity of rye-grafs, with the addition of 6 pound of white,
and 6 pound .f yellow clover, and 4 pound of rib grals ro
each aere. That part of the land propofed for grain, was
folded the firflt or fecond year of the grafs, and ploughed up
for wheat or oats, which were fucceeded by turnips ; and the
above courfe continued.

“ Mr. Barclay has planted about 8co acres with Scotch firs,
great part of which are fince filled up with ocak, afh, beech,
and larix. His tenants * in the parifh have alfo improved
nearly the fame quantity of land which he himielf has done,
and follow, in general, almoft the fame mode of cropping.
Twenty.two wheel-ploughs are at thi> time at work upon
aad thofe farms. The farm houfes and offices are built of ftone

lime,

# See Statiftical Account of Kianef, vol, YL
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lime, und roofed with flates or tiles. He has laid down f:r}' '
regular plan, above 12 acres of ground, with fireets 48 feet
wide, and a fquare of 2 acres in the middle, part of which
is feued and built : All the houfes are roofed with flates or
tiles. This village adjoins to the town of Stonehaven, where
there 19 # fafe and convemient harbour.”

To the above account, it may be added, that Mr. Bar-
clay’s extenfive improvements are chiefly round the mamfion-
houfe ; that the fields are all fmooth and level like a bowling.
green ; and that they are et to a batcher for grazing, who
has from 5o to Go black cattle, and between Boo and 10co
theep feeding in them ; by which means the walue of the
ground muft be increafed in a few years,

It is to be regretred, that ‘the farmers on the lands of the
ether proprictors, made no attempts towards improving their
farms for a long while after Mr. Barclay’s tenants commenced
their operations, becaufe they had no encouragement given
them by their landlords. At length, however, fome of the
moRk judicious, who were in good circumitances, began to
drefs and lime a few acres 'by way of trial, for they wilhed
to proceed with flow and cautious fteps. Finding by the
erops which they preduced, that their lubour and expenfe
were fully repaid ; they made 2 fecond and = third trial, All
which, anfwering beyond expeftation; they annually drefled
#nd mmproved pretty large fields, laying down the firft grain
crop with grafs.feeds, ‘till their whole farm was cultivited.
Animuted by theit example, more than by Mr. Barclay’s,
Becaufe more on a level with their capacity and circumftan-
ets, others were induced to improve their ground. Thus,
by degrees, the {fpirit of Improvement is become wuniverfal
here, infomeuch that people who poflefs but & few acres, fow
feme turnips, plant {fome potatoss, and lay down a ridge or

' two
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two with grafs-feeds. Upon the whele, by the agricultural
improvements in this parith, the ftate of it is rendered effen-
tially better than it was 36 years ago; and by the advan.
tages which Mr. Barclay’s operations and example have pro-
duced, not in this parifh only, but through the greater part
of this county, he has juflly merited the thanks and efleem
of all around him.

Vor. XII. 4 G N U M.

£ The University of Edinburgh
Thae Universiy of Glasgow

-



