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NUMBER VII

PARISH or KEIR.

{CountY AND Synop oF DumrRIES, PREsBYTERY oF PEN-
FONT-)

By the Rev. Mr. James WALLACE,

Extent, Soil and Rivers,

THIS parith is about 8 miles long from E. to W. The

breadth is unegual ; about 2% miles, or near 3 on an
average. The foil 1s, in general, light, dry, and fertile, with
a fandy, gravelly bottom, and produces heavy crops of grain
and grafs, in wet fhowery feafons, but is greatiy parched, and
far lels produétive in hot dry feafons. There is fome holm
land on the banks of the Nith and Scarr, confifting of a deep
rich loam, and produces fine crops in any feafon. The land
that lies highelt and neareft the hilly ground, is, in general,
excepting the holms, the deepeft and flrongeft, but fo full of
ftones, as to render the culuivation of it difficult dnd expen-
five. More than a third part of the parith confifts of lly
ground, or fheep-walks, moftly covered with fhott. heath, ine
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74 St.::fg'/?imf Account

terf{perfed with bent, and other kinds of grafs, neither very
coarfe nor very fine, but generally allowed to be very good
fheep-pafture. There aze no rivers in the parifh, except thofe
already mentioned, which run along the IN. and S. E. fide of
it. Into thefe, feveral little rivulets, or, as they are common-
ly called, burns, from the high or hilly ground<, empty them-
telves. »

Woodr and Plautationr.—There is a confiderable extent of
natural wood in different parts of the parith, confifting chiefiy
of oak 2nd alh, with {fome birchi*and alder. In the woods np-
on the eftate of Barjarg, is an ork tree remark able for its great
fize and age. At tl.c root, it is about 14 feet in circumfe-
rence, and it lofes very hittle of its thickndfs at the height of
3o feet. Its age cannot now be alcertained, but it mult cer-
tainly be feveral hundred years old. The higheft branches
feem now to be beginning to decay. There are zllo fome
plantations, confiting moftly of fir, Thefe plantations, toge-
ther with the natural woods, add much te the beauty of the
place, and in flormy weather aiF.rd {helter to the cattle graz-
ing in them, aad in the adjoining felds,

Climate and Difeafes.~—The climate is rather moifl and damp,
owing to the continued ridge of hLills, on the S. fide of the pa-
rifh, intercepting and breaking the clouds into rain, which
is poured down on the fides of the hills, and thofe places that
are near them, much more frequently, and more plentifully,
than on the plain and level grounds at a greater diftance from
them. 7To this caule, pvihaps, are to be afcribed the flow
nervous fevers, rheumatifims, and afthmatic diforders, which
feem to be more prevalent liere, than any other difeafes.

Propraetors, Adgriculture, &c,—~There aré § proprietors,
o
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enc of whom refides conftantly, two oceafionally, and two nca-
ver, The farmers, in general, when they break up a field,
take two or three white crops from it, after that a green crop,
or a fummer fallow, which 1s f{ucceeded by a crop of barley,
along with which they fow grals.ieeds, and lay cut the ficld,
cutting the grafls two years, and pafturing it two or three
more, before it is bicken up agan. They, for moft pare, ufle
the little clole jointed Beots plough, commonly drawn by two
horles, and fometime: by three, where the land is iff, and
has never been will eultivated, snd prouperly drefi-d bzfore.
Lime is much wufed here as a manure, and is found to anfwer
very well. Many of the farmers [pread ic upon the forface
8 or 10 months before they plousgh their fisld. Others again
plough their fi=id, and give it a {ight harrowing, before they
fpread the lime vjon it, after which they fow their oats, and
then harvew it completely. This method feems te aniwer
bLetter, as, by thefe mezns the lime is fooner mixed and incor-
porated with the {pil. The quantity of lime muft be adapt-
ed to the nature of the land on which it is laid. Deep, ftrong,
itiff land requires more than 2 fhallow, loofe, open foil does.
The quantity ufed for one acre is from §o to 8o meafures of
fhells, the meafure containing two Manchefter bufhels. One
Liming is found to ferve very well for two courles of crops,
and lometimes three, before the liming is repeated. And
whea it is repeated, half the quantity that was laid on the
field at firft, or little more, is found to be [ufficient. It is obe
ferved, however, that at the end of every courle of crops, the
field is renewed with dung, along with a green crop, or by a
fummer fallow *,

K 2 There

* Seed Time and Hurcef. Wheat is fown from the beginning of Oftober
to the end of November, Oats, peafe, and flax, from the middle of March to
the aoth of April. Burley and potatoes fiom the zuth of April to the muddle
Wf May. Tuinp fiom the middle of June to the zoth of Tuly. Harveft, in or-

dinary
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There 1s but little wheat raifed ig the parifh, as the foil, ia
general, is found to be too light, for producing an advanta-
geous crop of it, not more than 1§ or 20 acres yearly, worth
from 4 1. to 81. Sterling the acre, Barley is raifed in much
greater abundance, from 100 to 120 acres yearly, worth, at
an average, about 41. 103, the acre. Between 400 and 520
acres of oats are fown aﬁnualb', worth, at an average, about
3l. 10 5. the acre. There alfo are large fields of potatoes, a-
bout 4o or Bo acres yearly, worth from 81 to 10l. the acre,
»o or 8o acres of peafe are raifed annually, worth from 3 1. to
4 1. the acre. The farmers in the parith have hitherto fown
no more flax than is neceflary for the ule of .their own fami-
lies. The real rent is about 1 §ogl,, reckoning 101l. per cent.
on the grafflums given for fome farms, and adding that to the
yearly rent of them *, '

Towns, Fillages, Inns, and Alke-Hotfes..There are neither
towns nor villages in the parifh, a few houfes near the church
hardly deferving the name of 2 village. Nor are there any
inns. There are 2 or 3 ale-hoples, or, as they (hould more
properly be called whifky-houles, for whifky is the principal
article they deal in, and they have a great demand for it.
The pernicious pradtice of drinking whifky has made a very

rapid

dinary feafons, begins about the 2oth of Awguft, and ends atout the beginning
of Oétober, but for fome years pait has been conliderably later.

* Wager of Servantr and Labourers, &c.~The wages of men labouters are
$ d. a-day with victuals, and 1 s. 2d. without wictuals. The wages of women
for working at peats, hay-making, and other farm work, 15'5 d. with their dier,
and 9 d. and 1o d. without it. In harveft, both men and women arc commonly
8 d.a-day, with victnals, and 1 3. and 1s. 2 d. when they forniih their own pro-
wifions. The day’s wages of a maiter mafon, carpenter, and flater, are 2s. ; of 2
tailor, 8 d. with wictuals. ‘The av:rage'wagts of farming men fervants are
8 1. yearly with bed and board ; and of women 31. 10s. The wages of domefig
ftrvants are much the fume with thole of farm fervants. '
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rapid progrefs in this corncr of the country within a few
years laft paft. It is purchafed at a very low price, and a
finall quantity of it is fufficient, not only to intoxicate, but
even to make 2 man mad, Tis pernicious effefls upon the
morals, the induitry, and the conftitutions of thofe who are
addifted to it, muft be vifible to every fober obflerver.

Roads.~~The principal road in the parifh is in very indif-
ferent repair, A part of it 1s ftill in its natural ftate, and
thofe parts of it, that have been repaired, were done in a
very fuperficial manner. The converfion of the fiatute-la-
bour, amounts to little more than 12 1. a-year, which might
keep our roads in repair, if they were once fufhiciently made;
but will by no means both make, and keep them in proper
order. The badnefs of our roads 13 a great bar to improve«
ments of every kind,

Church, Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—The church was re-
paired about 30 years ago, but has never been properly feats
ed, and the number of inhabitants having increafed confider-
ably of late years, it is rather too fmall for their accommoda-
tion. The manfe and offices were all new built in the year
15748, and are in very good repair. His Grace the Duke of
Queentberry is patron of the parith. The flipend is 500l
Scots money, and 3 chalders of viftual, two-thiids of which
are meal, and one-third bear; which, with the manfe, and
glebe of about 8 acres, may be reckoned worth about gol.
yearly.—The parith fchool is inconveniently fituated, being
about 2 miles too near the upper or weft end of the parifh,
by which the lower or eaflt end is in a great meafure deprived
oL the benefit of it. The number of fcholars, in the winter
feafon, is between 30 and 40, during the reit of the year they
Are not {0 numerous, many of them being employed in herd-

ing,
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ing, or any other occupations [uited to their years and Rtrengtis,
The f{chool falary 1s 1ccl. Scots, with a free houfe. The
fchool fees are very trifling : for teaching Englifh rs. gd. the
quarter ; writing and arithmetic 1s. 6d. No Latin has been
taught here for many years.—1The poor who regularly receive
alms from the kirk-feflion, are 6. They dre fupplied from
the colleftions in the church on Sundays, and the intereft of
a fmall fum appropriated to #heir ufe, amounting in all to
about 121, a.year. They are all maintained in their own
houfes. They earn about a half or twe-thirds of their own
maintenance ; and none of them beg from door to door. The
parith, however, is much infefted with beggars who do not
belong to, nor refide in it,

Poprlation; &c~——According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
number of fouls then, was 435. The population of the pa-
rifh has increafed confiderably of late years. In the year 15778,
the number of fouls did not exceed zo02, whereas they are
now g2c, [his increafe is chiefly to be alcribed to two
caufles ; the divifion of large farms into [maller ones, and u
lime work which was begun a few years ago, of which we
fhall take more particular notice afterward. Ot the inha-
bitants of the parifh, 12 are Antiburgher DSeceders; 12 arc
Cameronians 3 all the reft are of the Etublithed Church.
I'here are 3 black{miths, 4 carpenters, 3 mafons, 8 weavers,
and 4 tailors. All the other imhabitants of the parith are
farmers, and their cottagers, who live in detached houfes,
there being, as was before obferved, necither towns nor vila

lages in it.

Number of Horfes, Black Catile, Shevp, ScThere are
120 horles, moftly of the Scots breed, firong made, and very
hardy, -There arca few of the breed of Ireland, which gene-

rally
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sally improve here, and are found to an{wer every purpofe of
the farmer. Their value, at an average, may be about 14 L.
Sterling, each. There are about 282 milch cows, with their
calves, or followers as they are called, ulually kept in the
parilh ; worth, at ap average, about 61, Sterling each. The
punber of fheep in the diflriét does not exceed 1880 ; they
are the common Scots kind, white on the body, and black on
the face and legs ; they are very hardy, but their wool is
ftrong and rather coarfe. No {wine are bred in the diftriét.
Mot of the farmers buy a pig or two annually, which they
feed for the ufe of their own families.

Fuel, ee.—The greater part of the parnih is but indifferent-
Iy provided with fuel, for though there is fome mols about
the middle of the parith, it is at a confiderable diftance from
the extremities of it, and confequently to the inhabitants of
thele parts, very expenfive. The greater part of the fuel
ufed here, is coal from Sanquhar, which is likewile VEry ex«
penfive, being carried about ¥4 miles. Nor is this all : of
late years it has been of a very bad quality ; and the demand
for it is fo great, that the carters are often detained 24, and
fometimes 48 hours, before they can be ferved. And it can-
not but be fuppofed that there muft be a great demand for
coal at Sanquhar, when it is confidered that there is no other
coal-work in Nithfdale, Annandale, the fhire and ftewartry
of Galloway. The lower parts of Annandale, and of Nithf-
tale, and all along the fca-coalt of Galloway, would be fup-
pPlied with coal from England, at a moderate and eafy rate,
were it not for the high duty, amounting alfo to a prohibi«
tion, Jaid upon them. Were this duty abolithed, the de-
mand at Sanquhar would be greatly leflcned, and confequent-
Iy this part of the country much better fupplicd.

About
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About 6 years ago, a lime rock was difcovered in thd
eftate of Barjarg, and from that time has been carried on
with confiderable fuccefs. The rock feems to be inexhaufli-
ble, but has about 14 feet deep of earth ahove it; the remov-
ing of which is attended with no fmall expeafe. Between 30
and 45 hands are conftantly employed for 4 or 8 months in
the year, when they continge te burn lime ; but not {o many
during the reft of the year. Between 20,000 and 33,000
meafures, in fhells, have been fold annually ; the meafure, as
before obferved, containing 2 Winchefter bufhels. It is fold
at gd. the meafure, and as the lime is of an excellent qua-
lity, it s not improbable that the demand for it will in-

creafe.

Charalier of the People, &c.—The people, in general, are
fober and indultrious, though it muft be confefled, that, fince
the pernicious praftice of drinking whifky became fo pre-
valent, there are too many exceptions., They enjoy, in 3
reafonable degree, the neceffaries, and even the tomforts and
conveniencies of life, and are, generally, as contented with
their fituatien, as moft people. Their condition, however,
might be meliorated, were our roads put into proper repair,
the duty on the Englilh ccoal abolithed, the inhabitants bet-
ter fupplied with coal from Sanquhar, and the heavy mul-
tures, which they are bound to pay to the mills to which
they are thirled, removed. More than ene-half of the pa-
rith pays the eleventh peck as multure, befides paying the
miller for working or grinding their grain, This is cere
tainly a very great difcouragement to improvements in agri
culture,
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