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NUMBER XVI.
PARISH or CLOSEBURN;

{County AND Sywop or DumrriEs, PRESEYTERY OF
PEnroNT.)

By the Rev. Mr AWDREW YORSTOUN.

Situation, Name, to¢.

TH E parith of Clofeburn is diftant from the town of
Dumfries 12 rniles. The original name of the pa-
rifh was Kilofburn, or, as it is fpelled in a very old deed,
Kelofbern, from Cella Ofburni. It was at firft but of fmall
extent, and the church feems to have been intended chiefly
for the accommeodation of the family of Clofeburn, and its
dependents. To that very ancient and refpeftable family
the whole parith belonged, and in their poffeffion it re-
mained for feveral centuries. The prefent reprefentative
of the family has a charter of econfirmation, which was
granted to one of his predeceflors in the beginning of the
13th century. To fatisfy the demands of importunate cre+
ditors, the eftate of Clofeburn was expofed to {ale in the

year 1783, and was bought by the Reverend James Stuart
| Monteath,

 §
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Monteath, Re&or of Barrowby in Lincolnfhire. Clofe-
burn is quite furrounded by the parifh of Dalgarno, which
was annexed to it in the year 1697 ; and the extent of the
two united, is about g or 1o miles in length, and as much
in breadth, meafuring from the extremities. Near where
the church of Dalgarno ftood, there was a village, which,
though there are now np remains of it, was in former
times a place of confiderable note, being a burgh of rega-
Iity, to whofe junfdiftion a very confiderable extent of
country was fubjell.

Stipend, & c.—The patronage of the united pariflies ha.-
ving been fold along with the eltate of Clefeburn, now be-
longs to Mr Stewart Monteath. The ftipend was aug-
mented in the year 1986, and 1s mow L. 70 in money,
2 chalders of meal, and 1 of bear, with L. § for comma-
nion-elements. The giebe is very {mall, no ground ha-
ving ever yet been fet off for pafiurage, either in Clofe-
burn or Dalgarne. The glebe of Dalgarno, confifhing of
4 acres and nearly one half, was exchanged in the year
1732 for 3 acres and one roed, lying contiguous to the
glebe of Clofeburn, which, in confequence of this addition,
meafures about 6 acres. The church was built about 5o,
and the manfe about 30 years ago; confiderable repara-
tions were made upon both about 1§ years ago; and they
are now much better than 15 cammon in country pariihes,

Population, L8 c.—According to Dr Webfter's report, the
population in 1955, was ggg. The number of inhabitants
in the year 1778, was between 1000 and 11c0. Lafl year,
{14991), they amounted to 149>, This great increaie has
been occalioned by extenfive lime works in the parith, the
divifion of farms, making of roads, and other improve-

Vor. XIII Gg ments.
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ments, From the fame caufes, population flill continves to
increafe,
Number of males, 729 Labourers, - 8o
females, 261 Mafons, - G
Proprietors of land, of Carpenters, - B
whom 3 refide in the Weavers, : -
parifh, - Tailors, - 4
‘Tenants, - 83 Shoemakers, - 3
subtenants, - 3o Black{miths, - 5

Marriages in the year, from g to 12.
Births from 35 to 490.

Burials frem 27 to 32.

From the increafe of population, it may be fuppofed
that there is a great number of houfes Iately built in the
parith. Some of thefe indeed, being built by {nbtenants at
their own expenfe, are but indifferent ; and it 1s a little
unfortunate, that thefe pooreft houfes are built along the
great road which paffes through the parith. Travellers,
from the meamn appearance of thefe houfes, are apt to form
an unfavourable opinion of the country. But the princi-
pal farmers are generally lodged pretty comfortably, The
new proprietor of Clofeburn has built a very excellent
houfe for himielf, large, fubflantial, and commeodious *.

Schools, Poor.—The parith of Clofeburn is remarkably

well {upphed with fchools, though there is no legal falary
provided

* The fituatton of the parifth is in general healthy.  But there are no
very extraordinary inftances of longewity in 1it. The oldeft man at prefent
in it is aged 92 or 97; he is now beécome frail and infirm, but not fo
much fo as might be expedéted m fuch an advanced age. His employ-

mient has always been that of a fheep farmer. There is avcther old man,
whoiz
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provided for-a fchoolmafter. In room of a legsal falary,
the proprietor of Clofeburn has, for a great many years,
been in ufle to give a fmall fum of money yearly, to a per-
fon named by hrmielf to teach Enghith, writing and arith-
metic, in any part of the parith he him{elf thought proper.
But the principal fchool of the parifh is that which, in ho.
nour of its founder, is called the fchool of Wallaceheil.
Joehn Wallace, merchant in Glafgow, a native of Clofe-
burn, in the year 1423, mortified L. 1600, for the purpofe
of erefting this fchool *. The reputation of the {chool of
Wallacehall was raifed very high by the late reftor Mr
Alexander Mundell, and there is every reafon to expef,
that under his fon and {occeflor, 1t will preferve that repu-

tation it has very juftly acquired. The fituation of this
icheol

F

whofe age, from his own account, is 89. He was long gardener to the

family of Clofeburn ; but f.r fome years his only employment has beca
going errands, Me is yet a healthy and vigorous man, and walks fome-
times 4 or % miles in a forénoon, without being fatigued. In the church-
vard of Dulgarno there is a tombitone, under which are buried a father
and mother, wath their fow and_his wife, whole ages, all added together,

ampupt 1o 330 yoari.

# The prefbytery of Penpont were appointed truftec: for the manage-
ment of the fund, judging of the qualificatioms of the teachers, aod
watching over the interefts of the fchool, In the management of the
fund, the Laid of Clofeburn was to be confulted. Five patrons were
appomted to nominate the redtor of the fcheol, @iz, Jolin Wallace of
Elderflie, Thomas Wallace of Cairnhill, and MH‘!:E-I_E] Wallace, me:ichant
in Glafgow, three brothers, the miouter of Clofeburn, and town clerk
of Glafgow, for the time being. In the eledtion of a redlor, it is re-
commended to the patrons to give a preference 1o one of the name of
Wallace, 1f equally qualified. OF the money mortified by Mr Wallace,
L. 200 was laid our in bwlding a fchool-houfe and dwelling-houfe for
the reélvr, and in purchafing 5 acres of ground contiguous to the fchool,
tor the redluc’s wie; L. 1145 was laid out in purchafing lunds ar fome
diftance ; and the remainder was at firft put out to intereft, but has fince

been applied, towards enclofing the land, and eplarging the rector’s
) houfe.
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fchool is healthy. There is at prefent good accommoda.
tion for boarders, and will be {ill better very foon, the
reftor being about to build a large and commeodious new
houfe ; and every attention is paid both to the marals and
education of thofe under his care. This ichool is indeed
not anly blefling to the parith, but a public good to the
country.—The only provifion for the poor of the parith
is a fund of L. 100, lent to a Banking Company at 4 per
cent. the weekly colleftions amounting to about L. 33 or
L. 33 a-year, and fome {mall fines, together with money
received for the ufe of a mort cloth, amounting to L. 2 or
1.. 3 a-year. The number of poor is from 20 to 25. Of
thefe, a few depend wholly upon what they receive out of
the parifh ; and others are capable of doing a little work,
which, with a {imall aid from the weekly colleétions, ferves
for their fupport.

Meafurement, Soil, Rental, Stock, %Fc.~—The lands in
this parifh have almoft all been meafured. The amount of
the whole 1s about 28,000 ucres; 1900 of which are an-
nually in crop. The foil is varjous. Along the river

Nith,

houfe. The land is st prefent rented at L. 90, including public burdens,
which amount to L, 14:17: 11, But the leafle expires next Whitfun-
day, {r. e Whitfunday 1793.) and a new leafe has been given at the
yearly rent of L.1795. ‘The branches of gdupation which the deed of
mortification requires to be taught at this fchool, are, reading Englifh,
writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, Latin and Greek. But befides thefe,
Freoch, geography, and fometimes mathematips, sre alfo taaght. The
Erglilh, writing, arithmetic, and book keeping claffes, are taught by an
uther, named by the redlor, and approvpd of by the prefbytery. His fa-
lary is paid by the redtor, and is by the deed of mortification appointed
to be L. 10 a-year and bis board, or L. 18 withoet his board. The
rector is likewile ohliged to pay L. d-year to a perfon named by the
minifter, to teack Eoglif in a remote part of the parith, which, on ae-

‘¢ount of the diftance, cannot reap any benefit from the other fchools.
All thefe fchools are fiee to the childien of the parifl,
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Nith, which forms the weftern boundary of the parith, is
to be found a fine rich loamy {oil. To the eaftward, the
ground rifes a lhttle, 2nd the foil becomes ljght, dry, and
fandy. Farther on, in the fame direftion, the ground rifes
ftill more, and there the foil is ftrong and deep, with a mix-
ture of clay ; to the eaftward of this again are extenfive
moors, unfit for tillage, but affording very good pafture for
fheep. The rental of the parifh 1s about L. 3500. The
farmers ave rather unwilling te publifh the flock and crop
upon their farms; bur according to the neareft calculation,
the amount of the whole may be about 11,000 fheep, 1200
black cattle, and 2505 horfes, all ages included.

Sheep,~The fheep generally kept are the fhort black-
faced kind, and the farmers {feem to have no inclination to
change the breed, but are at pmins to improve it. It is
computed that every fcore of fuch fheep will yield ful-
ly 3 ftones of wool; of courfe, there ought to be 16359
ftones produced in the parifh annually ; but, owing to & num-
ber of fheep of one and two years old being fold off before
the time of {heep-fhearing, the quantity aétually produced
does not much exceed 1400 ftones. The wool is generally
fold at 6s. or 7s. the ftone ; but it has lately become a prac-
sice with feveral of the farmers in this and the neighbour-
ing parifthes to walh their fheep before they are clipped.
This no doubt leflens the weight of their wool, but it brings
them a price for it fo much higher, as more than to com-
penfate for the lofs of weight, and for the trouble of wath.
ing ; wool, which otherwife would not have bronght more
than 6 s. the ftone, being wathed in this manner will bring
8s. *

Hufbandry.

¥ There is an account ftill in prefervation of the flicep and wool upon
the barony of Clofeburn i the beginning of this centuay, written in the
propristor's
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Hufbandry,—The mode of hulbandry is not uniform
throughout the parith; but that which prevails moft i3,
after liming the ground to take 2, fometimes 3 crops of
oats, after thefé a green crop of potatoes, turnips, and
peafe, and then to lay it out with barley, or bear and grafs.
The quantity of ground occupied by each of thefe kinds of
crop is not exaélly afcertained, but is conjeured to be
about 1500 acres in oats; from 20 to 30 in wheat; 130
in barley ; %o in bear; 120 in potatoes; 30 or 40 in tur-
nips; 40 or 5o in peafe; and about 200 in clover and rye-
grafs. - The potatces and turnips are all hnrfe-hoed, and
in no country are better crops of thefe raifed than in this.
Potatoes are fuppofed to be half the food of the labouring

people through all this country; and when there are more

than can be ufed by the people, they are found to be of
great advantage ln Iecrl::ng huri'es, caws, and {wine ; hence
the raifing gmé putatue crops is an objeét of importance,
and if the farmeys of this country have approached perfec.
tion in any thing, it is in this branch of hufbandry. The

nature of the foil is well adapted to this kind of crop, and
the

proprietoi’s own hand ; from whivh it appears, that there were then upon
that ba;ony 6740 fheep, yielding 37 flones of wool. The number kept

at prefent upon the fame lands is only 3962, which, allowing 3 ftones of
wool to the fcore of (heep, will yield 504 ftunes; fo that though the
number of theep be lefs by almoft two-fifths, yet the quantity of wool is
gr:tt::r. The reafon 4f this remarkable difference in the number of fheep
i, that at the beginaing of this century the fheep were much fmaller, con.
fequently the lands could keep more of them; belides, the farmeis then
overftocked their farms; and a third reafon is, thata giga: deal of land,
which was then ft only for common (heep-pafture, has fince been im-
proved, and is now good corn-land. Farms, wpon which at that tume
conlideiable flocks were kept, have not now a fingle theep upon them.
The difproportion with refpeét to the quantity of waool may be accounted
fer from the larger fize of the fheep, from their being m better condi-
fron, and from their being heavier {meared than they formerly were.

3
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the beneficial effeéls of lime difcover themf{elves remarkably,
both by improving the quality and increafing the quantity of
potatoes ®*.—There is nothing remarkable in the implements
of hufbandry commonly ufed. The plough in moft general
ufe is the Scots plough, which, the land being fomewhat
ftony, is found to anf{wer better than any other. It is made
light, and is for molt part drawn by two horfes. One-horfe
carts are much in ule; and it is found, that more work can
be done, and with more eafe both to man and horfe, by
thefe carts, than can be done by the fame number of men
and horfes with two-horfe carts. There is fcarcely a far-
mer in the parifh who has not two, fome have three, fome

four carts.

Markets,~-The only market for black cattle is Dumfries.
From this parifh there are fold annually about 100 come
to age, whofe price for three or four years has been about
L. 5 the head; 6o of 2§ years old, at L. 4; and 250 of 1{
years old, at L. 2, 10s. The markets for fheep are Apple-
by and Staigfhaw, in England; Lockerby, Langholm, and
Linton, in Scotland. The number fold annually is about
3700 lambs, whofe price for fome years has been from 3
te 5 guineas the {core, that is, for 21, one being always
given in to the fcore ; 780 hogs or fheep, of a year old paft,
from L. 8 to L. ix the {core; and dinmonts, or ftheep of
two years, at from L. xo to L. 13 the fcore, Hardly any
are fold beyond that age. Woel is generally bought up at
the farmers houfes, and carried into England to be manu.

factured there. It is an obfervation in every body’s mouth,
that

* V'cople begin to fow, if the feafon germit, about the middle of March,
and it 1s geoerally near the middle of May before 2il is finifhed. Har-
velt commences tor the meft part sbout the zoth of Augufl, and in tole-
1able feafens all is got in by the end of Srcpremh:r,
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that nothing is wanting but the eftablifhmeant of manufac-
tures to put this country into a moft profperons and flou-
rithing. ftate. What every body wilhes will furely be at-
tempted.fome time or other ; and if any perfon or company
fhonld ere® an woollen manufafture any where in this
neighbourhood, they would prebably find it turn out to
their own advantage, as well as to the good of the public.
The markets for corn and meal are, Dumfries, diltant, as
has been already mentioned, 12 miles; Wanlockhead, dif-
tant 18 miles ; and Leadhills, diftant 19 miles. The quan-
tity ufually fold from this parifh has not been afcertained,
for a reafon already given, that the farmers are not gene-
rally inclined to publith the whole produce of their farms*.

Lime-works~The lime-works of Clefeburn deferve par-
ticular notice. By improving the land, and exciting 2
fpirit of induftry in the people, they have proved a public
bleffing to the country, as well as a fource of wealth to the
proprietor. The lime-rock was difcoversd many years
ago, but was in a grest meafure neglefted till, Sir James
Kirk patrick, the late proprietor of Clofeburn, took it into
his own. management. It is jufk about 20 years fince he
begaa to carry on that work, and from that period the
country has been improving with aftonifhing rapidity. It
has been obferved, that the foil of Clofeburn 13 various; but
that which prevails moft in the arable part, is the light,
dry, fandy foil ; and the people imagined that in place of
being improved, it would be quite burnt up, and rendered
ufelefs by lime. To conquer vulgar prejudices is always a

difficult matter. Indeed, nothing but long experience can
entirely

® The price of mesl finftuatesfram 1 5j6d. to 2 ». the ftone, being feldom
obove the one, nr below the other.” Barley is irom 23. 6d, to 35 the
buthel ;- but it fomectimes is fo hagh a3 30, 6d. and even 4 &
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entirely fubdue them. Hence the ufe of premiums. Men
muft fometimes be bribed to purfue their own intereft,
They cannot, without fome powerful inducements, be pre-
vailed upon to give up their old cuftoms, and to adopt
thofe improvements which, after a fair trial, fufficiently re-
commend themfelves. In the prefent cafe, the proprietor
of Clofeburn found it neceffary to oblige his tenants in their
leafes to lime a certain quantity of their land yearly, he
furnifhing the lime, and even paying for the carriage of it;
and they, on their parts, being bound to pay 5 s. additional
rent for every 8o meafures, which were confidered as fuffi-
cient for an acre. To men of a {mall capital, who could
not afford to be at the expenfe of liming their ground
themlelves, this fcheme was evidently beneficial. In place
of advancing the money out of their own pockets, they had
to pay little more than the intereft of it; at the {fame time,
the proprictor improving his eftate, and receiving good in-
tereft for his money, was, upon the whole, no lofer, though
greatly in advance. But even in this way, {o favourable
to the tenant, the greatefl quantity any of them would
agree to lime was two acres in the year; {fome of them
would lime no more than half an ucre; and others could
hardiy be prevailed upon at all to make the experiment,.
Such was the averfion of the people in this country to the
ufe of lime as a manure for land, when the lime-works of
Clofeburn were firft begun in the years 1992, 19493, and
L1774 ; but experience has conquered their prejudices, and
neither compulfien nor arguments are any longer neceflary.
The lime cofts ¢ d. the meafure at the lime-works, each
meafure containing two Dumfries pecks heaped, or about
24 Winchefter bufhels. The reafon of this high price is,
the deep cover, and the diftance from coal. The coal is all
brought from Sanquhar, which is 14 miles from Clofeburn.

It is fold at 5 d. the meafure when laid down at the lime-
Vor, XI1I., Hh worka
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works. 7The meafure i1s the fame with that hy which the
lime is fold ; and one meafure of coals is hardly fufficient
to burn threec of lime: The quantity of lime commonly
laid upon an acre is from 60 to 8o meafures, and there are
from 6o,00¢ to ¢,000 mealures fold annually at the lime-
works. There is another lime-work in the neighbourhood,
which was begun about feven years ago by Sir James
Kirkpatrick, and at which a very copfiderable quantity of
lime is fold ; but, notwithftanding this, the demand at
Clofeburn has not in the leaft decrcafed ; a ftrong proof of
the progreflive improvement of the country. Indeed,
within the {pace of 20 years, the country has been made to
put on quite a new face; for dirty croft, and poor outfield
crops of gray oats, and {mall bear, or big, rich crops of ex-
cellent oats, barley, wheat and peafe, potatoes, turnips,
and fown. grafles, ar¢ almoft every where to be {een.
Ground, which formerly paid not more than 25 or 2s.
6 d. the acre, now pays 1§s. and fome of it is even fubfet
at a guinea. The rents of the farms in general are more
than doubled, yet the tenants live incomparably better than
when they paid not the half of the prefent rents. Clofeburn,
from being in a great meafurc a bleak and barren, has be-
come a pleafant and fertile fpot in itfelf, and affords ample
means of improvement to all the neighbouring country.
All this has been brought about by the enterprifing {pirit
of one man, whofe name will long be revered in thic

country *.

Fuel,

® Price of Lalorr —The price of lahour has increafed with the improve-
ment of the country, Twenty years ago, L. 4 a-year were thought pood
wages for 2 labouring man kept in the houte, and half a« mnch for a wo-
man. A labourer's wages, without his vituals, were in the long dny
half a merk, or 6 d. S.12ths, and in the fhort day 5 d.; but now the
wages ol a labouring man in the houfe are from 6to 8 guineas in the

year, and of & woman from 24 to 4 guineas. A labourer’s wages with-
; aut
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Fuel, Woods—There is plenty of peat in the parifh;
but yet fuel can not eafily be procured in fufficient quan-
tities by poor people, who have not the command of hor-
fes. Coal, though brought 14 miles, is found to be a
cheaper fire than peat got at the diftance of 2 or 3 miles;
yet the poor people place their chief dependence upon
peat. The woods in this parifh are pretty extenfive. There
are about 2c0 acres of natural wood, and about 320 acres of

thriving plantations.

Hills and Game~The principal hills are Queenfberry,
Garrick Heights, and Auchinleck. From the firft of thefe,
the Duke of Q-geenfherry takes his title, though only one
half of it is his property. Upon the top of this hill, grows
a fmall berry, commonly called the Nub Berry. 1t bears
fome refemblance to the bramble berry, and is pleafant e-
nough to the tafte. It iz not improbable, that the hill
might derive its name from this berry, which perhaps
might be called the Queen of Berrys, or Queenfberry, as
being thought the moft delicious of wild berries. This,
however, is but mere conjeture. The hill of Queeni-
berry rifes about 2000 feet above the level of the fea,
from which it is diftant about 20 miles. The moors in
this parifh ufed to abound with black-fowl and groufe, and
the Jow-grounds with partridges : But of late, all kinds of

game have become fcarce *,
Revers,

out his vickuals, where he gets conitant employment, are 14 d. in the
long day, and 10 d in the hoit day. When employed only occafionally

his wapes areg fhii hightr.

% The reafon commeonly afligned for its fearcity, is the too ecager defiig
to preferve it. By the feverity of the game-laws, the country people, ef-

vecially the fiepherds, are deprived of a favourite amufement; and 10
avenge
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Rivers, Crichup Linn.—The river Nith forms the naturai
boundary between the parithes of Cilofeburn and Keir,
Clofeburn lying upon the eaft, and Keir upon the weit of
that river. But probably, on account of the river’s having
changed its ocourfe, there are two pretty large farms be-
longing to the parifh of Clofeburn, which now lie upon
the weftern fide. This beautiful river having been already
taken notice of, in the Statflical Accounts of fome other
parifhes, it is unneceffary to fay much about it here. It
runs § or 6 miles along the welftern fide of this parifh,
throngh extenfive holms, now highly cultivated. Thele
holms, on each fide, terminate in {loping barks, covered
partly with natural woed, and partly with thriving planta-
tions. Several genteel houfes have lately been built at {mall
diftances, and within view of one another. The whole to-
gether affords a profpeét as rich and beautiful as is to be feen
almoft in any country. The fith in the river Nith are, {al-
mon, gilles, fea trouts, hirlings, and bura-trouts. Befides
the Nith, there are {everal {maller waters or burns, as they
are called, in the parifh, in all of which there is a good
deal of burn-trout, The only one of thefe, which deferves
particular notice, is, that which is called Crichup, remark-
able for its fingular courfe. It takes its rife from a mofs,

near
avenge theroiclves for the opprefiion they think they (uffer an this refpedt,
they are faid in the {pring, and beginning of (ummer, whillt they tend
their flocks, to look out for the nefts, and deltroy the cgge of the game.
In this way, they are faid to do mwore hurt to the game than ever they
conld do with thewr guns. There are, however, other reafons for the
fearcity of game, A great deal more heath is burnt now than formerly ;
conlequently, the mour-game are more expoled to the birds of prey,
which are their greateft deftroyers. The fown-grafs affords an (early
fheleer to the partridges. They, therefore, very commonly make
their nefts in it; But before they bring out thewr young, the grafs

is generully cut, and their eggs of courfe defhoyed. All thefe caufes

probably contribate te render the game more feayce than in former
ti . -
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near the northern extremity of the parifh, Not far from
its fource, it forms a very beautiful cafcade, by falling over
a precipice of about 8o or go feet in heighth, and almoft
perpendicular. About half a mile below this, the water
has, in the courfe of ages, hollowed out to itfelf a firait paflage
through a hill of red free ftone, forming what in Scotland is
called a linn, peculiarly romantic, This linn, from top to bot-
tom, is upwards of 1co feet ; and though 20 deep, itis yet fo
{trait at the top, that one might eafily leap acrofs it, were
it not for the tremendous profpe@ below, and the noifle
of the water running its dark courfe, and by its deep mur-
muring, affrighting the imagination *,

Antiquities—~~There are hardly any antiquities in this
parifh worth being mentioned, except an old caftle, be-
longing to the family of Clofeburn, which bears no infcrip-

tion,

# Inacceflible in a great meafine to real beings, this linn was confi.
dered as the habitation of imaginary ones; and ar the entrance into it,
there was a curwows cell or cave, called the Elf's Kurk, where, according
to the fuperitition of the times, the rmaginary inhabitants of the linn
were (uppofed to hold their meetings. This cave pruving 2 good free.
flone.quacry, has lately been demoluhed, for the purpofe of bailding
houfes, and from being the abode of elves, has been converted Into habi.
tations for men.  In the times of perfecution, the [eligi:}u! ﬂ}'ing from
their perfecutors, found an excellent hiding place in Crichup Linn; and
there is a feat, in form ot a chair, cut out by mature in the rock, which
having been the retreat of a thoemaker in thofe times, has ever fince
born the name of the Sutor’s Seat. MNothing can be more ftriking than
the appemiance of this linn from its bottom. The darknefs of the place,
upun which the fun never fhines; the ragged rocks, rifing over one®
head, and feemmp to meet at the top, with here and there a blafted tree,
burfting irom the crevices ; the rambling of the water falling from rock
to rock, and forming deep pools; together with fome degree of danger
to the fpectator, whilit he furveys the firiking objects that prefent them.
felves to his view ; all naturally tend to work upon the imaginatisn.
Hence mary fabulous ftories are told, and pcrhaps were ance believed,
cencerning this curious linn,
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tion, date, coats of arms, ornaments or figures, that can lead
to any probable conjecture, as to the time of its being
built. But from the ftyle of building, it 1s fuppofed to be
about 800 years old. A particalar defeription and draw-
ing of this caftle, together with an account of the ancient
and prefent families poffefling ir, may be feen in Mr Grofe’s
Autiquities of Scotland. Upon the farm of Kirkpatrick
in this parifh, there are the remains of an old chapel and
burying ground; and upen the farm of Auchencairn,
there are the remains of an old vaulted building. But no
traditionary account with refpeét to either of thefe, has
been tran{mitted down to the prefent age. There are
likewife, in different parts of the parith, feveral large cairns
of ftones “heaped together. But neither is there any tradi-

tion with refpeét to them.

Lock and Mineval Wel's—The caflle of Clofeburn was

furrounded by a fofle, which was conneéted with a loch of

nearly a quarter of a mile in length. In this loch, there

was a remarkable agitation in the year 7356, of which an
account is given in the Philofophical Tranfaftions of that

year. At a fmall diftance from the caftle of Clofeburn,
there is a mineral well, which was once of confiderable re-
pute. Its water is fulphureous, and has often been of fer-
vice in fcrofulous cafes. There is another of the fame
kind in the Duke of Queenfberry’s lands of Lockerben ;
and there is another mineral well of a different kind,
known by the name of the Town Clengh Well. It is
pretty ftrongly impregnated with iron, and its name points
out its fituation. The Cleugh, where it is, is called the
Town Cleugh, from its vicinity to a fmall village called
Clofeburn Town, of which the- only remains now are a
part of the Crofs, which is not yet totally deftroyed.

Road:
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Roads and Bridges—Confiderable improvements have
been made upon the roads in this parifh. The great turn-
pike road in particular, from Dumfiries, to Glafgow and
Avyr, which goes through this parifh, does much credit to
the judgment of the gentlemen who marked out the direc-
tion of it. Upon this road, there is a comfortable inn at
Brownhill, in this parifh, which divides the way pretty
equally between Dumfries and Sanquhar, and at which
travellers may expeét to be treated with every civility.
The parith is alfo well fupplied with bridges over every
little brook ; where a bridge 1s at all necded, an arch is
thrown, and the communication of onc part of the parifth
with another, by this means, rendered ealy at all times,

Charalter of the People—In fo populous a parifh, it is
umpoflible but that there muft now and then be a few dif-
erderly perfons. But it would be very uniair to judge of
the general charafter of the people from the condu& of a
few individuals, or frem a few irregularities committed in
the intemperate ufe of whilky. Within the memory of
man, no inhabitant of this parifth has ever been guilty of
fuicide ; none has ever fuffered death by the hand of the
executioner ; none has ever been banithed from his coun.
try ; none has ever been fo much as #ried for murder,
theft, or any capital crime. They are upon the whole 2
quiet, fober, honefl, and induflrious peeple. The farmers
in particular are a very decent fet of men, attentive to
their bufinels, jull in their dealings, civil and obliging in

rhelr manners.,
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