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NUMBER XXVIIL
PARISH or CHANNELKIRK,

(Covnty or BErwick, SyNoD or Mexsz axwp Tivior-
DALE, PRESEYTERY oF LAUDER.)

By the Rev. Mr THoMAS MUuRrAY,

Name, Extent, Surface, Climate, 5.

THIS parifth does not furnith much room for fRatiftical
inveftigation, and the obfervations which eccur re-
{pefling it, may be comprehended withia narrow bounds,
The prefent name of the parith 13 evidently modern, and
is happily deflcriptive of the nature of the foil, which is in
gr:ner:al 2 light thin earth, on a deep bed of fandy gravel.
In our records, which are preferved as far back as 1650,
the name of the parith is fpelled Chingelbirk. Chingle, 1
prefume, is the old Scotch word, {ynonimous ‘to the mo-
dern term Channel *. The extent of this parifbh is confi-

derable,

# Dr Foxp, in kis account of the parith of Lauder, has given an sty.
mology ditferent from this, He fays, that the ancient name of the panith
was Children's kirk, hecaufe dedicated to the children of Bethlehem, or the

Holy Innocents. As the Dodctor, however, has given us no authority in
fupport
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derable, being full 6 miles in length, and nearly ¢4 in
breadth. Its figure is nearly cirenlar. 'The furface of the
country is in general hilly, parucularly to the W, and N.
where the parith is bounded by a high ridge of hills, which
divides the counties of Eait and Mid Lothian from Ber-
wicklhire. The hills are covered with heath, and all pa-
ftured with the old Scotch breed of black-faced fheep.
The panith is well watered by a wvariety of fireamlets,
which fall from our mountains, the union of which forms
the river Leader, or Lauder. From the height of the fitu-
ation, and the light dry nature of the foil, the climate is
remarkably healthy., Epidemic and chronic difcafes are
unknown., As a proof of the falubrity of the climate, the
lafl incumbent held the benefice 42 years, and his prede-
ceflor for no lels a period than 52. The climate, for §
months of the year, is however extremely cold, fubjeét to
fevere frofts, and great falls of now.

Soil, Cultivation, Produce, *5c.—~There are in the parfﬂ'[
from 1506 to 2c00 acres of land in tillage. The foil, as I
have already faid, is in general a light dry earth, on a deep
bed of fandy gravel. It is well adapted to the culture of tur-
nip, potatoes and clover. The falluwing 15 the ufual rota-
tion of crops on the beft land: 1. oats; 2. turnips; 3. bar-
ley or oats; 4. clover, &fc. Agriculture has made a won-
derful progrefs within thefe laft 20 years in this pariih.
This, like mofl othet improvements in fociety, has been
chiefly owing to the fkill and attention of an individual.
The gentleman to whom I allude, is Mr Rpbert Hogarth,

Vor. X111, 3 G tenant

fupport of this opinion, and as I find no fuch thing ia mentioned in Spot-
tilwood's appeodix to Hope's Minor Pradlicks, I am difpofed to confider
it ms & mere cu-njrﬂuri:_ ans am of opinion that the obwious etymelogy
At mentioned 13 the belt.
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tenant in QCarfrae*, It is about 25 years fince he
came to this part of the country, from the eaftern boun-
dary of Berwickthire. At that period, our farmers were
total firangers to the culture of turnip, and very little ac-
quainted with the modern and new approved method of
meliorating land by lime and fown grafles, &¢c. He in-
troduced the culture of turnip and clover; and by the
fuccefs which attended his exertions, the neighbouring far-
mers were foon convinced of the fuperiority of this new
method of managing land, to the old fathioned praftice of
exhaufting and ruining the foil, by a multiplicity of white
crops in fucceflion. The culture of turnip and clover is
now accordingly become very general, and in no place of
Berwickfhire is that ufeful plant produced in greater quan-
tity, or of better quality, on the fame extent of land. Mr
Hogarth has alfo lately introduced the white faced long
woolled fheep, from Northumberland ; and notwithtand-
ing the coldnefs of the climate, they promife, from the
trials already made, to aniwer extremely well. It muft,
however, be obferved, that they are not paftured on the
heath-covered hills, where, from experiments in fimilar
Jatitudes, they are not found te thrive. In fummer, they
are fed within enclofures, where the foil has been highly
improved ; and in winter, are prepared by turnip, for the
market. The introdu@ion of the potatoes was ftill later
than that of turnips. I am affured, it it not above 14
years fince they were planted in the fields. They are
found to fuit the nature of ocur foil remarkably well ; no
where are they produced of better quality, and in feafons,
when the corn is high priced, conftitute fully the half of
the food of cur cottagers. There are about 3o farmers in

the parith. ‘The farms are in general {mall, excepting
thofe

* This belongs to the Marquis of Tweeddale.
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thofe belonging to the Marquis of Tweeddale, which are
pretty extenfive. This INobleman is by much the great-
eft proprietor in the parifh; his property being equal to
ene fourth of the whole. The number of ploughs in the
parifh is about §0. They are all of the Englith conftruc-
tion, or what are known by the name of Smafl’s ploughs *.

Number of Black Cattle, Sbeep, We—The number of
young cattle annually reared, I have not been able to af-
certain, but I amm well informed, that not fewer than 100
bullocks and cows are yearly fed on turnip for the butcher,
Of the black-faced theep, which pafture on heath, there
may be from Gooo to 7oc0. The number of black cattle

1s from 400 to jo0.

Population.

# With refpeét to the agriculture of the partfl, 1t may be in general
ohierved, that the quantity of gizin produced, in good yesrs, is confider-
ably more than fufficient to fuppait the whabitants ; but in cold and wet
{fealons, our gats and bailey do not ripen properly, and zre alten very ill
gor.  In barvefts 1982 and 1783, the Otuation of the farmers, and in-
habitants in general, was truly deplorable, It was the end of December
hefore the harvelt was fndbed, afver the greatell part of the crop had
been deflroved by froft and (now. Withour & pply from other guat-
ters, a aeal famine would have taken place ; our farmers were obliged 1o
buy the whale of their feed-corn for crop 1783, from the eall parts of
the connty, and trom the Lothiane, Some Dutch oats were alfo bmu;ht
from Leith. at an exoshitent price.  The red cats, fo called, I prefume,
from their colour, prevail very much in the parih at prefent. They are
found to fust the foil and elimate, better than any early f(pecies thay has
hitheito been tried. They ripen as foon as the Dutch and Pelith ; are
more luxunant on the grousd ; and not o apt to fall by the wind, The
principal crops in thes parsth are cats and rough bear ; peale grow wvery
rezdily on our light foil, but fiem the coldneiz of the climate, wvery fel-
dom attain complete maturity ; oats are fold as early in March as the
froft will allow ; bear from the middle of Apnl to the end of May. The
time of harvelt is very unceriain ; it is very feldom general, however, be.
fore the end of September,
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Population.—According to Dr Webfter’s report, the
number ot fows, in 1755, was 531. The population, as
appears from the records of the parifh, js much the famg
that it has been for roc years pafl, and amounts to abont
6cc fouls. The annual number of births, for o years
paft, is 18 ; of deaths, 13; of marriages, 6. We have no
inftances on record of remarkable longevity. Many, how-
ever, have reached their goth year, and there are fome

perfons now living, of that age.

The tradelmen and mechanicks are,

Weaver, - 1 Wright, - - I
Tailors, - - 6 Mafons, - - 3
Shoemakers, . 2 Millers, - - 3
Smiths, - - 2 Gardener, - - I

Rent, Fleritors, ¢¢.—The land-rent of the patifh is at
prefent about L. 2000 a-year; but as the moft extenfive
farms are at prefent low rented, -1t might eaflily rife to
L. 3000 a-year, There are 12 heritors, 3 of whom only
are refident ; George Somerville, fq; of Airhoufe, Hen-
ry Torrans of Kirktonhill, James Juftice of Jufticehall.

Bifeelianeons Obfervations~—Peat and turf, of which
there is plenty in the parith, was formerly the only fuel
ufed by the inhabitants. But fince the public roads were
made, and kept in good repair, coal, although brought
from a diftance of 12 miles, is found by our proprietors
and farmers, to be on the whole the cheapeft fuel. This
change is to be attributed to the advanced price of labour,
which makes the expenfe of procuring peat and turf, when

every thing is confidered, greater than that of coal *.
Stipend,

# The wages of houfehold fervants, emploved in hufbandry, are from

L. 4 to L. § Sterling annuaily, befides vidtuals; female feivants receive
Lo - fiom
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Stipend, Poor, 8¥c.—~The Earl of Marchmont is patron
of the parifh. The living confifts of L. 600 Scots, and 3
chalders of viftual, half oats, half barley. The glebe confifts
of nearly 9 Englith acres of land, but the one half lying de-
tached almoflt a mile from the other, and the whole being
unenclofed, it is of wery inconfiderable value to the mini-
fter. The living, glebe included, is not worth more than
L. 84 Sterhing a-year; as the incumbent intends to raife a
procefs for an augmentation of flipend, he withes thefe
faéts to be generslly known. The church is built in the
old Popifh form of a crofs, When it was erefted is un-
certain. [t underwent a thomugh repair in the year 17032.
The manie and offices were rebuilt 4 years ago, and are at
prefent in good repair.—The number of poor on the pa-
rith roll is at prefent 12. The annual expenfe of fuppor.
ting them amounts to L. 30 a.year, which fum is raifed
by collettions in the church, and by affeffments on the
heritors.

Manners

fiom L. 3, 105 to L. 4 yearly. Day-labourers get from gd.to 10d. a.
day, with victuals ; caipenters, 1 5. mafons, 15 24d.; tailors, 8d. Dal.
keith is the maiket-town to which our farmers carry their grain ; it is
diftant aboat 14 males. Their L:irt! return jJoaded with coal of lime.
We have butcher meat of all kinds from Dalkeith; and in fome (aafons
of the year, are tolerably weil ferved from Lauder, which is not ahove
G miles diftant from us  The prices vary at different fcamm, a.m;-m,,]ir,.g
as the markets are fupphied, Beef, was laft Chriftmas as high as 6d. the
Ib MMutton, 45 d. Lamb has not been below 4 d. the Ib. all this feefon,
The want of fea and river fi'h  is much felt in this part of the country,
‘The ftreamfets which fail fiom our mountains, indeed, abound with very
fine trout; but the infamous practices of taking them with nets, and de-
ftroying them with lime, which have for fome years paft besn Very pre-
valent, have gready diminifhed the different fpecies of this excellent

ik
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Manners and Morals of the People.~~The prefent in-.
cumbent having been but a few months refident in the
parifh, has not yet had time to be individually acquainted
with all his hearers; but from the general acquaintance
he has obtained of them, he has no hefitation to pronounce
them a frugal, induftrious, and happy fet of people. They
live barmonioufly with each other, and fupport their fami.
lies decently on the fruits of honeft indufiry. One feature
in their chara®er, which, in an age of levity and irreligion
like the prefent, deferves to be particularly remarked, is the
regular attendance of all ranks on public worihip, and their
decent behaviour when thus employed. Will the writer
of this paper be fufpe&ed of enthufialtm, when he affigns
this as one caufe of the induftry and comfort which prevail

among the people at large ?

Antiguities—It is probable that Channelkirk, when
Popery was the Eftablilhed Religion of the country, wasa
place of confiderable note. The memorials, however, are
few ; a perennial fpring of excellent foft water, about a
quarter of a mile W. from the kirk, 13 called the well of
the Holy Water Cleugh, a name which ancient {uperfti-
tion had conferred. The Girthgate, that is, the road which
the menks kept in their way from Melrofe Abbey to Edin-
burgh, paffes through the weftern boundary of the parifh.
1t is a broad green path, on which the furrounding heath
never grows, On this road, a few miles due W. of the
church, are to be feen the ruins of an old building, com.
monly known by the name of the Refh Law, or Refllaw
Haw. ‘Fradition tells us, that this was the place where
the monks and pilgrims flopped, or refted for refrefhment,
it being about halfway between Melrofe and Edinburgh.
A great many Pi&ith and Scottih encampments are to be

{feen in this parith and the neighbourhood; they are all of
|
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a round or oval figure, and are called rings by the com-
mon people. The Roman encampments were {quare or
reftangular, but there is none of them in this part of the

country.

Advantages and Difadvantages~"The chief advantage of
this fituation i a contiguity to the public road, which ieads
from Edinburgh to London. It is kept in excellent repar
by the money colleéted at the toll bars, and by the ftatate-
labour commuted into money, according to the number of
fervants and horfes kept by the farmers ; without this,
improvement of every kind would have been impra&icable.
The difadvantages of our fituation are, the coldnefs of our
climate, and confequently our frequent cold and wet har-
vells. Were the praftice of enclofing land and planting
more gcn:rﬂ, the climate would be cﬂllﬁdurably imprnvcd,
Clumps of fir and white wood, judiciouily difpofed on the
heights, would fhelter our flocks from the florms of winter,
and defend our habitations from the N. and N. W. winds,
to which they are at prefent much expofed. CQur landed
gentlemen are beginning to fee the advantages of enclofing
and planting; about 506 acres are slready enclofed, and I
doubt not but this improvement will advance with confide-
rable rapidity. This part of the county of Berwick, from
the number of theep which it fupports, and its vicinity to
the public road, feems well calculated for the eftablithment
of an woollen manufafture ; and from the prefent flon-
rifhing ftate of that which was eftablithed many years age
at Galafhiels, the Noblemen and gentlemen of Lauderdale
might promife themfelves the higheft advantages from a
fimilar ereétion in the neighbourhood of Lauder,

N U M.
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