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NUMBER XXX
PARISH or MONIFIETH,

{(County or ForFar, SYnoD or ANGUS AND Mgarxns,
PressyTErY oF DUNDEE.)

By Mr James RoceRr, Preacher of the Gofpel.

Situation and Extent.

-THIS parith is pleafantly fituated on the 8. border of
the county of Angus. The 5. E. point of the pa-
tith is about a2 mile weft from the light-houfe, built in the
year 1753, which flands befide the narrow, variable, and
difficult entrance into the mftuary of the Tay, formed by
a fand-bank, feen at low water, ftretching from the coaft
of Fife in a N. E. dire&ion, and lies about g% miles S.
W. from Arbroath, about 4 miles N. E, from St Ane
drew’s, about 73 miles eaft from Dundee, 56% 27" N. lar.
and 22 5¢’. W. long. from Greenwich. From the 5. E.
point of the parifh, along the =ftuary, about the diftance
of 35 miles, is its 5. W. boundary. From the mituary, it
firetches N. W. to the diftance of shout 6 miles, decrea-
fing irregularly to a point, in form of a wedge, inferted
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482 Statiflical Account

between the parithes of Dundee and Murroes, on the S.
W. and W, ; that of Barry on the S. E. and of Monikie
on the E. N. E. N.and N. W. No aftual furvey has
been made of the parifh ; but he who fuppofes it to con-
tain 3710 Scotch acres, will not be far from the truth.
The parith-feems anciently to have been of lefs extent
than at prefent. Its proportion of the links which fkirt
the coall, may be fafely fuppofed above go0 acres, and
feem all once to have bern covered with water. Adjoin-
ing to thefe links in this parith, tradition relates that fome
part belonged to the parith of Ferry-Port-on-Craig on the
oppofite fide of the =ftuary; but what that part was, or
when the feparation was made, it might be vain, at this
‘diftance of time, to enquire.

Surface, Rivalets, &7¢.—From the N. W. point of the
parilh, out of a well at the foot of the hill of Dodd, in
that low range, reaching thence to the Knockhills near
Arbroath, and about 4 miles E, from the bill of Lorn, in
that high ridge of hills called Sidla, which extend from
Perth to Redhead, and are the fouthern boundary of Strath-
more, there iffues a rivulet which waters for abont a mile
the 5. W. border of the parifh, croffes it in an eaftern di-
reftion, and after meandring through the parith of Moni-
kie, returns, and dividing this parifh for about % mile
from that of Barrie, and receiving the name of the Bud-
don Burn, lofes iMelf in the =fluary. .About i mile S.
W. from the Buddon Burn, and about 4 mile in the fame
direttion from the village of Monifieth, the river Dighty
falls into the wftuary, after a S. E. courfe of about 11
miles from its rife in the lake of Lundie, and about 1%
mile from its entrance into this parith. Where the Dighty
enters the parifh, it is joined by the Burn of Murroes,

which, rifing in the weftern part of the parifh of that
pame,
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name, runs eaftward, and at laft wafhes for a mile, the S.
W. boundary of this parith. From the IN. W, point of
the parifh, about the diftance of 2 miles, the road from
Dundee to Brechin crofles the rivulet, which, near its ef-
flux into the =ftuary is called Buddon, irn a northern di-
reftion. About 4 miles from the N. W. point of the pa-
rith, the old road from Dundee to Arbroath croffes the
Burn of Murroes, in an eaftern diretion. About 3 miles
from the N. W. point of the parith, the new turnpike-
road from Dundee to Acrbroath crofles the Dighty in 2
N. E. direétion.

Beach.—Within water-mark, on the bounds of this pa-
rifh, a very few rocks oanly are feen; the far greater part
is fandy and level. The links which fkirt the coalt, and
ftretch from the village of the Eaft Ferry, fo called, ia
contradiftin@ion to that of the Weft Ferry, in the parifh
of Dundee, to which it joins, rife in a few places into
{mall knolls, but oftener approach to a plain.

-

Soil.—=From the links on the W. of the Dighty, the
ground fuddenly rifes, and then gently declines towards
that river; and the foil is generally an excellent loamy
black. From the links on the E. of the Dighty, there
fpreads for more than a mile almoft a level plain; and the
foil is at firft light and fandy, but extremely fertile, and
then aflumes a rich blacknels of colour. Black and ex-
cellent, the ground' now gradually {wells towards certain
hills of 1nconfiderable height, which at large intermediate
fpaces traverfe the parifh from N. to 5. from the village
of Drumflurday-moor, built on the fides of the old road
from Dundee to Arbroath, to the vicinity of the village
of the Eaft Ferry, near Broughty caftle. From thefe hills
the ground again defcends towards the Burn, near its ter.

2 minaton
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484 - Statiflical Account

mination, called Buddon, and in its defcent, by degrees,
lofes its excellence. It again rifes fomewhat towards the
N. W. point of the parifh, and fhews to the eye of the
traveller fpots yet moortth and wafte.

Hills.-—0f thefe fome may deferve notice. The high-
elt and moft remarkable, is the moft fouthern of that
colleftion of hills celled Laws, in the vicinity of the vil-
lage of Drumfturdy-moor. Its height has not been afcer-
tained by meafurement ; but is fuppofed not much to ex-
ceed 530 feet above the level of the fea. It lies from E.
to W. is of an oval figure, and is covered with a pleafant
verdure ; its fummit is 133 yards in length, 66 yards in
breadth, and 316 yards in circumference. From this hill
weltward, may be feen the coaft of Fife, the level and
pleafant country, which ftretches to the rich and populous
city Dundee, part of the fertile carfe of Gowrie, and al-
moft all the zftuary, as it beautifully winds to Perth, and
the diftant profpeét is bounded by the mountains in the
fhire of Argyle. South and caftward may be feen the bay
of St Andrew's, the hills of Lothian, the agreeably varied
country to Arbroath, and the German Ocean to the ut.
moft extent of the horizon. Around the fummit of this
hill, are to be feen the broad foundations of an ancient
fortrefs ; and on the E. end of it, feveral large vitrifica=
tions, or maffes of fandy and whin-flones firmly united,
by means of the fufion of certain parts of the whin-fiones ¥,

' From

% Thefe vitrifications have plainly been caufed, by the application of
external fire; as finall pieces of burnt waod are found in the heart gf the
qnaffes when they are broken. But the queiltian occurs, how was this
fire spplied, fo as td vitrify thefe mpfles >~One ingenious gentleman has
gonjectured, that before the ufe of lime, &5 a cement, was introduced

By the Romans into the ifland, whoever withed to firengthen their forts,
| madg
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From this hill of Laws, at a httle diftance 5. W. is the
Callow-hill of Ethiebeaton, on which, it is faid, the Barons
who were the proprietors of the adjoining farms of Ethie-
beaton, Laws and Ornochie, were wont to fit in judgment
on their vaflals, and to hang fuch as were convitled of
theft. Farther to the B. is the hill of Balgillo, which will
be included in the account of Broughty caftle, in its im-
mediate neighbourhood.

Broughty caftle~Broughty caftle * is fituated en the moft
fouthern point of this parith, whence to the coalt of Fife,
13

made a wooden frame, of the fame dimenfions they wilhed their defence
to be, filled it with fandy, and whin or plum podding ftones, fet fire to
the frame, and by the entenfenefs of the heat, vitrified the inclofed mafs,
and produced a firong munition. {See Williara’s treatife on vitrified
farts.) A fecond agrees to the conjecture of the firlt in every thing
but this, that fre was applied to the fiame, not by friends who withed
to ftrengthen the fort, but by enemies who withed 1o demoiifh it. (See
Eflay on Vitrified Forts in Phil. Tran{. Ed. ¥Val. 11.) But by whatever
procels the vitrifications on other hills have been effedted, it appears pro-
bable, that the vitrifications on this hill have been effelted, neither at
the conftruétion nor demolition of its fortrefs,®but at a different period.
When that period was, it is not eafy with precifion to tell; but furely a
fuppofition which occupies little time, where fuppofition only is te be
had, can do no harm. In A. D. 838, the Picls had been finally expel-
#¢d by Kenneth II whofe father King Alpin, in a battle fought on a
plain N. W, from Dundee, they had taken prifoner, and with barbarous
cruelty flain. Moft of the Picks at their expulfion fought for thelrer in
Denmark, whence, it is faid, their anceftors fprung. lIncited by them,
the Danes rofe for revenge, and frequently invaded the eaftern coaft of
Scotland. Fiom thefe wafting invaders, the fortrefs on this hill might
afford a temporary refuge. On the E. end of it, which is moft confpi-
cuous, fires might be kindled to alarm the more diftant parts of the coun-
try, when thefe incurfions happened in the night; and the frequent fires
might at laft vitrify the ftones which they touched.

# The following note, the fubftance of which has been extra@ted from
the Kirk-feflion records, will afford a proof that there is no realon to que.
flion,
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is not above a mile diffant. It might thus, it is not unlike-
ly, be originally fpelled Borgbtay, from Borgh, a fecurity,
and Tay; or, the fecurity of the Tay. When it was built
will not, perhaps, be eafily afcertained. It cannot be one
of the caftella, or forts, which Tacitus, in his life of Agri-
cola, fays that general ereled, in the third year of his ex-
pedition, when he came to the @ituary of the Tay ; for
thefe forts, we are informed by Boece, in the fourth book
of his Hiftory, were erefted not on the north, but on the
fouth fide of the sfluary; not in the county of Angus, but
in the county of Fife. Dr Macpherfon feems to be right,
who fuppofes that the fquare towers, like Broughty, were
built at a much later period. The earlieft mention of it
with which I have met, is in the year 1492, when, according
to the credulons Boece, in the Delineation of the Scottith
Kingdom, prefixed to his Hiftory, it witneffed a foolifh pro-

digy.

ftion, as fome do, whether Broughty belongs to thus parilh. Towards the
end of lat century, 3 man committed a trefpafs within the bhounds of
Broughty, for which he was fummoned to appear at the tnibunal of the
Kirk-feflion. He refufed obedience, under pretence that Broughty be-
longed net to this panth, but to that of Caputh, in the neighbourhoed of
Dunkeld, about 26 miles N. W. To afcertain the true ftuation of
Broughty, the misifter wrote tv a Mr Wehiter, then its proprietar; who
replied, that it lay neither in the parith of Momfieth nor of Caputh, but
in that of Kirriemuir, about 16 miles N. On this the minifter applied to
the prefbytery, who by their deed annexed Broughty and its pertinents
fur ever, guoad facra, to the parifh of Monifieth, Had the Kirk-feffic n
records been fully confulted, it would have been found that Brougliy
was already annexed, not only qupﬂdf.::r:rd', buat guead temporalia, to this
parifh ; for there it is exprefsly faid, that on December 11, 1658, Broughty
among others paid for the reparation of the church, It follows not in-
deed always, that a place belongs to that parilh for the reparation of
whofe church it pays. It feems, however, an acknowledgment of Brough-
ty's belonging to Monifieth parith, that it paid for the reparation of the
church there. For had there been any evidence that Broughty belonged
not to this parifth, Mr Webfter, its proprietor, when called on, would
furely have been able to produce it, and not have founded his cpinioa

wholly on tradition.
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digy. From the year 1547 to 1550, it was the fcenc of
deeds not unworthy to mention, and which are connefled
with events that form a {iriking eera in hiftory.

On the death of James V. of Scotland, Henry VIII. of
England, to fave that blood and treafure which were ex-
pended in defence of cither nation, fonght to unite the two
neighbouring kingdoms, by the marriage of his young fon
Edward, to Mary, the infant Queen of Scots. To this
meafure all that nation had fworn agreement: But, in-
cited by Cardinal Beaton and the Queen Dowager, who
dreaded the downfal of the Popifh religion, by an union
with a heretical nation, they were prevailed on bafely to
break their oath. To enforce acquiefcence, Henry arofe in
his might, and at his death the caufe was efpoufed by Ed-
ward Seymour, Duke of Somerfet, who was elefted Pro-
teftor of the kingdom during the minority of Edward his
nephew. Moving along the eaftern coaft of Scotland with
a numerous army, which was feconded by a powerful
flect, on OSaturday, September x0. 1547, he met the
30,000 Scots under the conduét of the Earl of Arran, Re-
gent of the kingdom, on the weft of the river Etk, near
Muffelburgh, and difcomfited them with great flaughter ;
but was foon after, by reafon of the advanced feafon of the
year, and intelligence he received of defigns forming againft
him in England, forced to return thither, without com-
pletely profecuting his viftory. Im mediately on this his
fleet, befides the fortrefles on the ifles in the sefluary of the
Forth, feized this of Broughty, and filled it with an Eng-
lifh force *,

Aucrens

% Asthe Duke of Somerfet departed with his army by the eaft of Scot-
land, the Earl of Leanox, who had received a difgufl in the court of that

kingdom, and had been honoured with the alliance of Hemy VIIL en-
tered by the well. H.os prefence fpread tecrur and difmay, and none met
bar
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Ancient fate of rivulets, roads and bills, £5¢.~From time
immemorial the rivulets and river above mentioned have
run in their prefent channels ; but of late the roads in this
parifh have undergone confiderable alteration. Within the
laft twelve years, the road from Dundee to Brechin has

been made wider and firaighter, Within twice that num-
ber of years, the old road from Dundee to Arbroath was

formed ; and the new turnpike road is yet fcarcely finith-

ed. Within the laft 50 years, no trees fhaded any hill in
the

but to do him homage. The heart of Arran, the regent, which was never
intrepid, now fhrunk within him. To conceal his fear, however, he col-
lefted the feattered remains of his enfeebled beft, and, from the wellere
parts of Scotland, where he had taken refuge after the unfortunate adtion
at Muffelburgh, marched by Perth and Dundee to blockade the caftle
of Broughty. After having lain before it from the 1t of Oftober 1547
to the it of January 1545, he departed from the fiege with the lofs
of one of his beft generals, and with that of all his erdnance, lamenting
his doom to perpetual misfortune. “Infpirited with this fuccefs, the
Englifh fortified the hill of Balgillo, about half a mile northward, and,
notwithftanding the aflive exertions of James Haliborton, provoft of
Dundee, with a hundred horfe, and of Sir Robert Maule, in his
cafile of Panmure, about fix miles northealtward, and about hali »
mile eaft from the prefent beautiful feat of that family, in the pa-
rith of Panbride, laid wafte Dundee, and moift of the county of Angus.
With rage the Earl of Argyll heard the report. e colledted his valiane
clarms, and, indignant, marched to Broughty ; but felt the mortification
of repuife. Not long after, 2 fimilar fate awaited three regiments of

. French, commaaded by D’Effe, and as many regiments of Germans, com.
manded by one of their own princes. At laft diflentions at home, and
war with the French abroad, engaged the whole attention of the Eng-
lilh. Provifions, arms, and ammunition, ceafed to be regularly fent ta
their garrifons in Emughtf, and the fort of Balgillo; and thus, on Fe-
bruary 20, X550, they fell an ealy prey into the hands of the allied
srmy of Scots, Germans, and French, commanded by Des Thermes, the
fucceffor of D*Effe. Both fortrefles were then difmantied ; and though
they have been more than once repaired and fortified, yet hiftory delcribes
them as the fcene of no adtion which merits record. At prefent, there
are only a few velkiges of fortifcation to be feen on the hill of Balgille ;
and Broughty caftle is fat walting down to ruin.
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the parith, as at prefent they fhade feveral; and with.
in the fame perioll, the extenfive and beautiful plantativns
around the two feats Fintry and Grange were reared. 'I'he
houfe of Fintry ftands where the Dighty enters the parifh,
and is a modern elegant manfion. Nearly where the Dighty
falls into the =ftuary, ftands the houfe of Grange, which
difplays marks of ancient magnificence,.

Population.——According to Dr Webiler's report, the
number of fouls in 1955 was 1421. In this parifh there
are at prefent 1218 perfons of all ages. Of thele 620 are
males, and §g8 females. There are 246 families, of which
233 belong to perfons who have been married, and 13 to
perfons who were never married. Below the age of five,
there are 136; between 5 and 15, 183; between 1o and
20, 223; between 20 and 30, 251 ; between 30 and 4o,
132 ; between 40 and 50, 136; between 50 and 60, 86;
between 6c and 70, 53; between 7o and 80, 15; between -
80 and go, 3. The three villages of the parith are thus
peopled : In the village of Drumflurdy-moor, there are
132, viz. 70 males and 62 females; in that of Monifieth,
17§, viz. 84 males and 91 females; and in that of the Eaft
Ferry, 23¢, viz. x14 males dnd 116 females. Of late years
there have been annually married 12, beea born 39, and
died 18. The great inequality of deaths to births, feems
to arife from this : Many inhabitants of this parith early in
hife fettie in Dundee; many go aboard merchantmen, may
perilh by the dangers of the fea, or be imprefled into fhips
of war, and perith by the hands of the enemy ¥,

VEJL. XIII. 3 Qn.- & _{fgr:m‘_’rﬂ’;f-

®* The parith appears at no former period to have been much more po-
pulous than at prefent. About the year 1660, the annual average of mar-
riages was §: of births 26 ; and of denths 14 : So that whether a calculation
®e made from the marriages, births, or deaths, the increafe in popula-
tion
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Agriculture—The {ubfiftence of the people is chiefly by
agriculture. Of the 3710 acres of which the parith may
confift, 140 may be fuppofed in plantation, 405 in links,
and 170 otherwife unarable. Of the remaining 3000 acres,
the one¢ half may be fuppofed in fallow, pafture, and green
crops. Of the other half, nearly 105 may be fuppofed in
wheat, and the reft equally divided into oats and barley.
Here the farms are generally extenfive. There are ten
farms that rent between L. g9 and L. 200; two between
L. 200 and L. 300; one between L. 300 and L. 4c¢; one
between L. 400 and L. 500 ; and one between L. 605 and
L. 700. Below L. 99 of rent, there is no ground poffefled
by any farmer, properly fo called. The other pofleffors of
land are the 46 pendiclers, who are generally tradefmen,
and hold a few acres of a proprietor; and the forty-two
cottagers, who have each a houfe and an acre or two from
2 tenant. Here the means of improving land are embraced,
and their good effefls are vifible. Sea-weed cannot be
found in fufficient quantity on that part of the coaft which
belongs to this parifh, to be of ufe as a manure. Marl
allo lies at too great a diftance, as well as the dang of Dun-
dee, much to profit the farmer. There is, however, a-
bundance of lime brought from the fouth of Fife, and from
north and fouth Sunderland, in England, which is landed

3 at

tion muft have beer confiderable. If & calcplation be made from the
births, the parith will be frcrunﬂ to have increaed in number 406, which
is precifely ooe-third of ita prefent inbabitants. From the period now
mentioned to the prefent time, the increafe in population has been gra.
dual. Aboutthe year 159, Endgcd, the annual average of births was 34 ;
put that of merriages was only 9; and or deaths 15. Some years before
1750, & malignant fever had raged, which fent many to their graves,
The extracrdinary namber of births in the years which immediately fol-
lowed, only filled up the breaches the fever had made. About the year
2 760, the xnnual average of births was only 35, and that of deaths w £

8. The marringes are omitted in the record.
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at the villages of Monifieth and the Eaft Ferry§ and of
which about 6coo bolls of Winchelter mealure may be an-
nually ufed in this parifh as a manure. The crops in the
lower part of the parifh are very liberal; but thofe in the
upper part are lefs produftive. The time of fowing and
reaping in the lower part, is much the fame as in the eaft
of the Carfe of Gowrie, or the centre of Strathmore; but
in the upper part is latter. Though a confiderable quan-
tity of grain be yearly exported from the villages of Mo-
nifieth and the Eaft Ferry, yet its price is regulated by
the market at Dundee.

Cattle—Befides a confiderable number of cattle fed on
common pafture, there are between 300 and 4oo fattened
every fummer in grafs enclofures, and about a fifth part of
that number fattened by turnips in winter. A few fheep
pafture part of the links.

Within the laft 50 years, the agriculture of the parifh
has been much improved. It ought not to be omitted,
that this was entirely owing to Mr Hunter, then proprie-
tor of Grange, a gentleman whole name deferves to be re-
corded. Some years before 1750, he, firft of this parifh, be-
gan to enclofe land, and between the years 1950 and 1752,
to v:fe lime as a manure. In the year 1953, he introduced
the culture of turnips, and in the year following, that of
potatoes. By fallow, dung and lime he prepared his grounds
for the crop, and he fowed them at the proper feafon with
grafs-feeds. Now had his fields begun to affume a fairer
furface and a fofter mould ; but ftill their upleafing form
remained. The ridges were wide at one end, narrow at
the other, and bent in wvarious curvatures. They were
foon rendered regular and firaight. His fields lay befide
the road to the parifh-church, and the parifhioners, as they
pafled, beheld their beaunty and fertility with wonder.

‘What

]
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What they beheld they imitated, and many foon faw with
fatisfation their own fields covered with a fimilar beauty
and ferulity. The old Scottith ploughs were difmifled
apace ; and at prefent there is not one in the parith. The
old Scottith plough improved, however, continues in ge.
neral ufe. A few of Small’s newly invented make, have
been 1ntroduced, but are found to fucceed only in lands
that are level and free from incumbrance. There is but
one thrathing machine in the parifh, ufed on the largeit
farm. The other farmers employ men to thrafh out their
grain, called lot-men, who generally refide in the neigh-
bourhood, and receive as wages the twenty-fifth boll of
grain they thrath out, with breakfaft, and a fmall allow-
ance for dinner.

None can ever hope to fee the agriculture of this pa-
rifh increafed, but by a very {mall part of the links. They
muit either be allowed to remain, as at prefent, in paflure;
or be planted with trees. If they were planted, the roots
of the trees would harden the foil, and prevent the en.
croachment of the fea. An extenfive clump of firs plant-
ed in the links of the neighbouring parifh of Barrie has
thriven well. If fome plan of this fort be not adopted,
the period perhaps, is not diftant, when they will all be a-
gain completely inundated. From the links between the
light-houfe and the village of Monifieth, (2 fpace of about
2 miles,) within the laft 40 years, the fea has plundered up-

wards of go acres,

Fifberies.—The fifheries of this parifh are inconfiderable,
The falmon filhings pay a yearly rent of no more than
L. x30. Fifteen years ago, before any were fent from this
I;ariﬂl to London, they were fold in the adjacent villages,
and in Dundee at 1} d. the 1b. Since that period, a pound

of almon has not been fold under 4d. At firft fight, ix
would
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would be thought beneficial to the falmon fifthing, if a me-
thod could be invented, by which the porpoiies, or Gair
7if5 as they are called, which devour fo many ifalmon,
might be deflroyed. But it is to be confidered, that the
fear of the porpoifes] forces the falmon nearer to land than
they would otherwife be willing to come. If the porpoi-
fes were dellroyed, the falmon would be fafer; but the
fither would catch lefs in his net.

About 10 years ago, the white filhing on this coaft be-
gan to decline. Soon efter, the haddocks, which were
caught in the greateft abundance, totally left the coail.
While they remained, they chiefly had given conflant em-
ployment to 3 large boats belonging to this parith, which
earned annually, at an average, L. 100 each. The 3 boats
are {till retained, and frequent their old filhing grounds;
but as they feldom catch any other kinds of fith than {ome
cod and ling, or when any other kinds chance to be
caught, as it is in {mall quantity, they afford a very fcanty
and precarions fubfiftence. Whether the haddocks were
banithed by lack of proper food, or purfued by fome vo-
racious enemy, it is the lefs important to inquire ; as they
have now begun, in {mall quantities, to revifit our coalls.
A few {mall fhell ilh might be found within the bounds
of this parifh, if one were at pains to gather them. Lob-
{ters and crabs are caught in their greateft perfeftion on
thiz coaft, in the parifhes of Panbride and St Vigeans.

Manufallures.—There is little in this parith which de-
{erves the name of manufadture. There are only 38 wea-
vers, who, as they at one time weave nfnaburghs, send at
another time houfehold cloth, and are feattered over the
parifh, the quantity of cloth which they weave cannot ea-
fily be alcertained. But it muft be very inconfiderable,
as {everal of them occupy a few acres of land, which re-

quires
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quires a portion of their ttime. There is an oil mill on the
Dighty, which annually extrafts oil from 800 bolls of lint-
feed. A {mall quantity of oil only is ufed in the neigh-
bourhood, and is fold 8t 1 5. 5d. a Scotch pint. The reit
is fent to London. A fmall guantity of oil duft alfo is fold
in the neighbourhood between 6d. and 8d. a ftone A.
voirdupois, and is uled in {pring, before the rifing of the
grafs, to increafe the milk of cows, and to affi: in fofter-
ing calves. The reft made up in cakes sbout 18 inches
long, 5 broad, and 1% inch thick, are put into cafks and
fent to England, up the river Humber in Yorkihire, to
fatten cattle. Buat though there be little in this parith
which deferves the name of manufafture, yet it is well
ftared with thofe who furnith the neceflaries and conveni.
encies of life. Befides the 38 weavers and 2 oil-millers,
there are 3 corn and ¥ flax-millers, 1 fuller, 3 fax-dreflers,
4 gardeners, 1o tailors, 20 thoemakers, ¢ black{miths, 8
mafons, 13 wrights, 2 bakers, 3 brewers of ale, g fellers
of drink, and ;5 fellers of {mall wares. Befide the o1l mill,
there is on the Dighty a corn and fulling mill, together
with a thread mill belonging te a2 manufaftory in Dundee.
The Dighty, in its progrefs through this pariih, affords many
fine falls of water, on which machinery might be erefled,
snd by which manufaétures might be greatly improved.

Rent, &We.—~The prefent rent of the parith may be efti-
mated at L. 3832 :2:9. In the year 1656, during the
ufurpation of Cromwell, when the lands of the different
counties in Scotland were valued for the purpofe of taxa-
tion, the rent of this parifh was precifely L. 457 : 13 : 9vx;

which is lefs than an eighth part of the prefent rent *.
Poor.

* The prices of provifions, of the implements of hufbandry, and of la-

boar are high. The price of § lib, butter, 10d.; 1 lib. cheefe, 3d.;
B ' z-lib,
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Pooy —The charity which this parith gives to the poor,
is a branch of expenditure which does it honour. There is
collefted in the church every Sabbath throughout the year at
an average 7 s. 3 d. exclufive of the larger fums collefted at
the time of the celebration of the facrament. Thefe col-
le@ions, and a confiderable fum arifing from money at in.
tereft, with the lending of a hearfe and moricloths, and the
letting fome feats in the church, more than amply {upply
the neceflities of the 12 poor of late years commonly on
the lift, and of the two which the general dearth of laft

year has added *. Before the year 1678, feveral fums had
been

¥ lib. falmon, 6d.; 2 hen, 15. 3d ; dozen eggs, 7d. The price of a pair
of horfes is L. 52, 105.; harpefs, L. 3. 34 ; a cart, L. 10, 105 ; a plough,
I.2,2 %4 apair of barrows, L. 1, 1s. The wages of a male fervant a-
yeur, are L. 103 & female fervant a-year, L. 4; a male reaper, L. 1, 4583 &
female reaper, L. 1; & labourer a-day without board, 13. 3d. The pri-
ces of provilions, ymplements of hufbandry, and labour, have much increg.
fed within the laft 4o years. At the commencement of that period, the
price of ¢ lib. butter was 44 4. £ lib. cheefe, 14 d.; 1 lib falmon, 1% d.;
n hen, 4d. ; u dozen egps, 1d. The price of a pair of horfes was L.1o:
harnefs, 59,3 cart, 10 5. ; a plough, 9.; & pair of harrows, 3s. The
wages of a male fervant a-year, were L. 2, 2 5; a female-fervant a-year,
L.1,6s5 ; a male reaper rrs. 8d.; a female reaper, 1o 3.3 & Inbourer

a-day without board, &6 d.

% Inthe year 1548, theufual colle€tion on Fubbaths was % d. ; and on
June 2g. the fame year, the fund of the poor amounted to no more than
6 3 d. Thefe days afforded {mall provifion for the prefent exigence of
the poor, and laid up little in ftore againft the feafon of uncommon need.
The cottagers gave to the mafters of whom they held their little hovels,
all the children they needed as fervants. The reft'found it often vain to
apply to & trade, for almoft every man was his own tradefman. Away,
therefore, they were (ent by the cravings of hunger, to beg that bread
which they could not earn, and the poor preyed on the poor. Before
165%, the times feem to have grown better ; for the ufual colleftion on
Sabbaths that year was 4.5, d.; and on Sabbath November 23, the pa-
yifhioners were able to collect L. a, 5 8. forthe fupport of their brethren in

the
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been bequeathed to the kirk.feffion for the benefit of the
poor ; and the ufual colleftions on the Sabbaths had rifen
to 8d. an increafe of precifely 12 times in the fpace of &
century ; from that to the prefent year 1793, the weekly
collection has increafed nearly 11 times. The charity
which the parifh thus gives to the poor, is no doubt owing
in a great meafure to its increafed opulence. It will not
be fuppofed, however repugnant to their liberality, that in
common with many other parifhes, they enjoy that ufeful
inftruftion which a church and two fchools may be expetted

to communicate.

Chureh, Stipend, Heritors, {c.—The church, which is
fituated at the village of Monifieth, is an ancient building;
but the period of its conftruétion is unknown. It muft have
been built before the =ra of the Reformation, as on the E.
end of it is a quire, in which mafs, in the days of Popery,

was wont to be celebrated *, The church-living, including
56

the prifon of Dundee, who had been taken captive by the Englifh army
under General Monk, as they paffed through this parith to the fege of
that city, and which {um Mr John Barclay, the miniiter, and another
gentleman, were commiflioned to carry,

% Traditioo relates, that there were once at the fame time four chapels
in the parifh ; one at the Eaft Ferry, where there is fill a burying-place;
afecond on the banks of the Dighty, at the Milo of Balmoffie, the foiinda-
tion-ftones of which were dug up by the prefent farmer; & third on that
fpot 1n the land Ethiebealin, which is &ill called Chapel Dokie; and the
fourth at Monifieth. The chapel at Monifieth, it is faid, being found
likely to endure the longeft, was made, 15 it continues at prefent, the
parith church, and the relt were fhut, and (uffered to decay; but when
this happened, tradition is altogether filent. Before the Reformation,
Monifieth was annexed to the diocefs of St Andrew's. In 1560, when
Frefbytenanifm was firlt eftablified in Scotland, its fuperintendant way
sppoioted to refide in Breckin, After 1606, it belonged to the Preibytery
ef Dundee, and Synod of Angus and Mearas
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56 bolls of meal, 56 bolls of barley, 8 bolls of wheat,
L. 45 : 6 : 8, a manfe, garden, and offices, 4 acres of glebe,
and a right of pafturage, may be eftimated at L. 147 a-year,
The Hon. Mr Maule of Panmure is patron. Sir Alexan-
der Ramiay of Balmain, Baronet, is the principal heritor.
Befides thefe two gentlemen, theie .re feven others wbo
are heritors INone of the heritors are refident.

Schools.~Of the two {chools, one is parochial. Its falary
of L. 11 : 2 : 2%, the fchool-houfle and garden, the emolu-
ments arifing from proclamations and baptifms, L. 2 for the
office of clerk to the kirk feflion, and the fees, for teaching
50 {cholarg, may yearly amount to L. 40, Here was Mr
William Craighead, for feveral years fchoolmafter, a man
whofe treatife on arithmetic 13 net wholly unknown to the
lavers of that {vience, and who died in 1763. The other
fchool was founded by the generofity of 5ir Alexander
Ramfay in 1782, for the benefit of the upper part of the
parith. He has endowed it with 2 acres of land, and a gar-
den rent free, befides an annuity of 2 bells of meal; 205.
are given by the kirk-feffion to the teacher, and thefe emo-
luments, with the fees for 20 icholars, may be worth L. 1§
i-JfEEIZ'.

Charatfler of the People, dv¢.~—As their fituation is fo fa-
lubrious, that multitudes refort every fummer to the vil-
lages of the Eaft and Weft Ferry for the benefit of fea-
bathing ; 3s the employments of few are fedentary ; as the
ground is no where marthy ; as the accefs to coals is ealy ;
they are generally healthy. Bar it is of more importance
to charafterize the minds than the bodies of a people; it is
of more importance to be told, that within the laft 80 or
go years, this parifh has lncrealed as much in religion and

. ; Vou, XIII. 3R morals,
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morzals, as in the arts of life. The kirk.feffioh regifter in-
folrms, usg, that from 1676 to 1710, a period of 34 years,
doring the minifiry of Mr Johnr Dempfier, the laft Epifce-
pul clérgyman at Monifieth, and from whom the prefent
Mt Dempfler of Diunnichen, fo well kwown for his pa-
triotifin 18 defeended, the fri&teft church difcipline was ob-.
ferved. From among the numerous proprictors, who tlrem
fhared the lands of the parifh, but whofe race have all long
fince lefrthe pofleflions of their fathers, and are gone, he feleét-
ed feven elders to watch over the morals of thé people, and
the fame number of deacons from among thé tenantry, to
watch over the flate of the poor. Great was then the need for
infpedting parochial condo@. Little regard was paid to the
Sabbaths. On thefe days fome were occafionally convifted
of having fithed with the rod or the nét. Scarcely was there
2 Sabbath on which fome delinquent was not jafily and pa.
blicly reproved ; and it was feen neceflary, after publié
worfhip was finithed, to fend a committee of the kirk.
feflion to perluftrate the inns of the panfh. By degrees
decency and devation began to reign. The pious exhorta-
tions and worthy example of Mr Dempfler and his kirk-
feflion were long remembered and imitated, after death
bad ftilled their voices, and withdrawn their prelence. At
this day the parifhioners attend the church with the utmoft
regularity and gravenefs of deportment ; and they are ex-
tremely fteady in their religious principles. About two
years ago, the fefls called Burgher and Antiburgher built
each a conventicle in this vicinity ; but they are thinly at.-
tended, andthave not heen able to gain gver from this parith
more profelytes than 20, of whom 1§ are Butghers, and ;5
Aantiburghers. There are only two other feftaries in the pid-
rith, the one an Independent, and the other 2 Mathodift. But

the inhabitants of this parith are not caly regnlar and decent
| - in
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in their attendance on charch, fteady in their religious princi-
ples, but diitinguithed for their induftry and fobriety. Suc-
cefoful diligence has given to faversl the bleflings of mode-
rate wealth ; and laboricus exertion has been able :o banifh
from the dwellings of all, {ave the 14 poor on the fund, the
wretchednefs of abjeft poverty. Since the beginmng of
the prefent century, none in this parith has deprived him-

felf of life, been deprived of it by the law, or been doomed
to exile.

N U M-
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