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NUMBER XILIIL
PARISH or GLASSARY,

(CounTY AND STNOD oOF ARGYLE, PRESBYTERY oF
INVERARY.)

By th¢ Rev. Mr DucALD CANFBELL,

Name, Extent, Surface, &e.

LASSARY feems evidently to be derived from the
Gaelic Glafira, which fignifies a Grayifh Strath,

and this is particularly defcriptive of the lewer end of the
patifh, when the crop is feparated from the ground, which,
for the diftance of 3 miles, is a level country, exhibiting
a grayith white furface. The parifh is 22 miles in length,
and 13, for the moft part, in breadth ; bounded by Glen-
aray and Lockfine upon the E.; by Dalavich and Loch-
on upon the N.; by Kilmartin and North Knapdale upon
the W.; and by South Knapdale and Lochfine upon the
S. Its form is nearly a parallel, contralling a little at both
ends, and rifing graduslly from both fides, and in the
. height, forming an extenfive tra&t of moor-land, neither
very fteep or rocky, interfperfed with » few farms, which,

In
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654 Siurilical Ascount

in former times, ferved as fheelings to fome of the low
grounds upon each fide,

Rivers.—The Ad is the greateft ; it has its fource in 2
marfh in the north extremity of the parith, and in its
courfe throngh the meor.lands, from the junétion of feve-
ral rivulets, forms a great body of water, by the time it
comes to the low grounds; and in its windings and curves,
it exhibits a beautiful objeét through the whale ftrath;
but is very deftruttive by overflowing its banks in
rainy feafons. It difcharges itfelf at Crinan, and abounds
with fea and moor trouts, falmon, flounder and eel. There
is a falmon-Afhing upen it, and the fith is fold at 2 d. the
ib. Englith to the neighbouring inhabitants, but the quan-
tity lold is inconfiderable. They filh during the fummer
months, and till September; and did the proprietors of
the filbing attend more to the prefervation of the fifh,
when they come up the river to {pawn, it might turn
out more beneficial ; and this will be the cafe when there
is a regular market for faid article in the country, which
period is faft approaching. There are feveral more incon-
fiderable rivers, all of which abound in trent ; but the next
in fize | mention, is one that runs due N. which is not very
eothmon; it tzkes its rife from a lake in the glen of Glaf-
fary, 3 miles 8. from Lochow, where it difcharges itfelf.
‘There are feveral lakes in the moor, all abounding in trout.
Into fome of thofe that are now good trouting lochs, that
foecies of fifh has been introduced within our own memory.

Soil and Chimate~The foil in the parifh is various.
That upon the banks of the Ad confifts partly of a deep
tich light loam, partly of a deep clay, and fome gravelith ;
tipon the E. fide of the parifh, by Lochfine, it is all a light

gravelith foily amd upon the N. fide, it is generally =
3 black.
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of Glaflary. 655

black loam, lying upen limeitone. The lands upon the
banks of the Ad are all cultivated, and produge, for the
moft part, tolerable crops of oats, barley, and .potatoes;
but they are often injured from the eoverfiowings of the
river, occafiened by the wet feafons. The air is generally
moift, and the climate rainy, which renders farming here
very precarious, and often-unprofitable ; the low grounds
otherwife might turn out to very good aecount, apd ase ca-
pable of mifing any of the ordinary crops of this couwntry
by proper cultivation ; but the {pirit of the farmar finks,
when his induftrious -efforts, attended with a high expenle,
are repaid, with a crop laid leviel with the furface before it
comes to the time of filling, and confequently never ripens,
or arrives at any perfettion ; therefore, whatever cxops the
foil may be capable of producing, the cllmatt: 1s moft a-
dapted for grccn erops.

Union of Farms-~—As the climate is udfaveurable dor
any other than green crops, and the farms extenfive, a few
of the moft adventurous of the inhabitants, about 3 5 years
back, began each to take farms, which wzrc'formﬂrfy oC-
cupied by 4 tenants, and to turm their attention to the
rearing and jobbing of black cattle; a thort time th‘ércaf—
ter, 2 of the heritors introduced a few low countrymen,
who rented fheep.-farms in their own country, and were
- brought up in the profeffion of fhepherds ; the gentlemen
who introduced them were not very fortunate in their
men, as I believe the moft of them were real adventurers,
and felf fupgtatcd from home; and the laft war coming
on fdon after théir entry, put a ftop to their fpeculative
plans, bankrupted them effe@ually, and hurt their land.
lords ; but they left their art, which was the fource Qf the
great and rapid augmentation of grafs-fa mg within th %2
15 years; for, the more difcernmg natives, who fon: i
‘ trvad
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656 Stasiftical Account

ferved the eafe of managing, and advantage of keeping a
fheep flock, took up’ the bufinefs, and confequently, fince
the commencement of laft peace, inclnding the farms taken
up by the low countrymen, which, for the moft part, con-
tinued, as left by them, under a theep-flock, there have
been feveral junétion of farms in the parith, and indeed
the farms ftocked with fheep are more calculated for them
then any other kind of flock. This mo doubt tended to
leflen thie population of the parifh when it took place;
but I am apt to imagine, that upon the whole the decreafe
has been fmall, if any, thefe many years; as there are
two villages in the parith inhabited by 284 fouls at pre-
fent: which, 4o years ago, confifted only of three or four
families. . C

Population.~The return to Dr Webdter, in 1755, was
2751 fouls. The number of fouls in the parith, (Decem-
ber 1992), flood as follows -

Under 10 years of age, - - 663
Between 10 and 20, - - - 476

. Between 20 and 30, - .- 329
Between jo and jo, - - - 169
Between go and 7o, - - X7
Widows or widowers, - “ 132
Married, - - . 882
2568

There were of the above number 5 between go and 100 ;
44 between 8o and go.

. Occupations—There are 6 principal, apd 11 {fmall heri-
tors ; 3 of the former, and 4 of the latter refide conftant-
: Iy
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of Glaflary. 657

ly in the parifh, There are 2 tenants, who pay above
L.250 Sterling of yearly rent, 1 who pays L. 200 Ster.
ling, 4 who pay from L. 120 Sterhing to L.x30; 3 who
pay from L. go Sterling to L. 100, 3 who pay from L. 70
Sterling to L.80, 2 who pay from L. 50 Sterling to
L. 6o, § who pay from L. 40 Sterling to L. 50, 5 who
pay from L. 3c Sterling to L. 40, 16 whoe pay about L. 30
Sterling, 200 and upwards, who pay from L. 30 Sterling,
fo low as L.6 Sterling. There are g black{miths, 32
weavers, § fhoemakers, conftantly employed within the
parith, befides a number of inferior {hoemakers, who, du-
_ring the winter months, and half of the {pring, are em-
ployed by the {mall tenants, and afterward earn their
fubfiltence at road-making, fence.building, ditching, or her-
ring-filbing. There are 30 boats annually employed by
the fmall tenantry living upon Lochfine fide in the her-
ring-filhing ; each boat reqguires 4 hands, and from what
I can learn, every one, on an average, clears from L. 20
to L. 25 Sterling, free of all charges. They fifh from July
to Chriftmas. About g0 more of the young men go to
the north herring.fithing. There are 2 mafons, 6 millers,
6 tailors, 3 boat carpenters, 3 joiners, 2 wheelwrights, ‘3
tide-waiters, and 2 furgeons, and the reft are employed in
farming and herding ®.

Vor. X11I. 4 O Difeafes,

# Births, Marriager, (Fe.~The number of births for the yearly
average of the 1o years, ending it O&ober (753, as taken from the
parifh regifter is pa. The numbher of the marriages taken, as rbove, is
26. The burials cannot be alcertained, there being 6 different burying
places in the parith; and owing to the frequent removal of tenants,
there are great numbers buried in the different burial grounds, who were
refidenters 1n other parithes, and, wice verfu, which is the cafe through
1l the burial grounds in the county.
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658 Statiftical Account

Difeafes.~Coughs, and rheumatifms are frequent, particu-
larly among the lower clafs of people when advanced in
years 3 which is not furprifing, when the huts in which
they for the moil part live, and the climate are confidered.
The {mall-pox in former times ufed to carry off 2 number
of the children; but fince inoculation generally prevailed,
which has been the cafe for upwards of 20 years, the dif-
eafe is neither much dreaded, nor very mortal. There are
fometimes very bad fevers among tha lower clafs, com-
mencing generally in the {pring months, which are fpread
and continued by their vifits and intercourfe with one an-
other, and often prove very mortal.

Rents.—The valued rent of the parifh is L. 25§32 Scots ;
the real grofs rent for the year 1%vg3 about L. §700 Ster-
ling. There is only a fmall portion of the parith furveyed,
fo that the rent the acre cannot be afcertained. The heri-
tors have been very aftive for the laft 20 years in meliora.
ting their property with march-walls, and enclofures, which
have greatly enhanced their wvalue; for the tenants pay
without a grudge 7% per cent. for any money expended in
thefe improvements; which clearly point themn to be the
beft mode of improving theit country. I muft do them
the juftice to fay, that fome of them have been very atten-
tive to heautify the parith by planting, for there are feve-
ral confiderable belts, and clumps of various kinds of tim-
ber, planted on different parts thereof, which at prefent ex-
hibit a beautiful and agreeable variety to the traveller, and
will be a future fund of profit and advantage to the eftates

wherein this improvement was adopted *.
Crops,

# When I mention this with pleafure refpedling fome of the eftates, I

cannot but regret the efieét of entails upon two of the principal properties,
' h from
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Crops.~-Oats, barley, and potatoes, are the general crops,
Part of the farms occupied by the principal heritors is laid
down with clover and rye-grafs. QOats are fown from the
middle of March to the end of April; barley from the
1zth to the end of May. The oats, if a dry fummer, are
ripe by the 2cth Auguft, and barley by the sth; butifa
wet feafon, barley takes to the 20th Auguft, and oats to the
xft Septeinber before they are ready. The oats and barley
produced are inconfiderable in proportion to the extent of
the parifh, but there are great crops of potatoes : The two
former are very inadequate to the confumption of the peo-
ple ; but with the aid of the latter, they fubfift themlielves

for eight months of the year.

Stock.—~There are 490 horfes, 3300 black cattle, 12,000
fheep. I cannot afcertain the yearly fales with any preci-
fion ; but fo far as I can learn, the average prices of the
horfes reared in the parifh, taking good and bad, for the
{ix years ending 1792, were from L. 6 to L. 6, 6s. each;
that of the black cattle from L.2, 15s. to L. 3 Sterling;
the lambs brought from 3 s.to §s. Sterling ; the hogs from
29 to 108.; the aged wedders from 10s. to 13s.3;
and the aged fheep, or black ewes, fold at the fall of the
year from 5s. to 7s. Sterling, The kind kept iz what

we

from which the beft lands in the parith are left in their original ftate,
without any improvement, and valuable woods neglected, and allowed to
decay, particularly on one of them, as the proprietors never refided upon
either; but from their neglected flate they have Leen no objedt of defire
o the grazier or jobber, who might otherwife monopolize a part of them,
and therefore the {mall tenants have maoflly bitherto remained unmolefted,
from which they are the moft populous in the parifh; and I have 1o remuark
with regaid rothe gentleman who is a proprietor of one of thofe eftates
fince the 1783, that he has umiformly fhown a predilection for froall te-
nants, even to his hurt in a few inllances ; & worthy trait in his chaiacter
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660 Statiftical Account

we call here the Galloway fheep; they are black faced
and black legged, firong and hardy, but rather coarfe io the
wool. There are flill a few of the {mall white-faced theep,
the original ftock of this country, whofe wool is far fuperior
to the prefent flock ; but gheir weight is fo inferior, that
they are much on the decreafe, and only kept by fome of
the {maller tepants. The white wool fold for the fix years
preceding Whitfunday 1793, at 7 3. 6 d. the ftone in whole-
fale,; the laid wool at § s.; bat what was retailed (probably
x of the whole) fold from 135. 6 d. to 2s. higher the flone.
Six, and often five fleeces of the laid wool make a ftone 3
from eight to ten go to a ftone of the white,

Price of Labour.—-A male fervant bred to common la-
bour, and fed by his employer, draws from L. 5, 15s. te
L. 6, 6s. yearly ; a female fervant bred and fed as above,
from L. 3 Sterling to L. 3, 10s. and fearcely to be had for
the two yecars ending Whitfunday 1793 at thefe wages;
a common labourer without viftuals from 1s5.24d. to 1.
4 d. the day, from the middle of March to the 1ft of Neo-
vember ; a tailor and fhoemaker from 8d. to 10d. with
viftuals ; a joiner, when employed for a temporary job,
and not by the piece, 2s. the day; and a mafon 2. 4 d.
A married workman employed through the year by the
farmer, gets a houfe, kail-yard, peats, two cows grafs, pota-
toe land, a flone of meal a.week, and L. 1 Sterling, a-
mounting in all, communibus aznis, to L. 12 Sterling.

Church, Stipend, School, &c.—There are three places of
worlhip, and but one church in the parith; the incumbent
fhould be abfent every third Sunday from the mother-
church, at the diftance of fix and twelve miles alternately ;

»it the climate, and want of churches, render his attendance,
particularhy
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particularly in the winter fealon, very irregular®. The
manfe was built in 1763; its fitnation is damp; and
though reckoned a good one when built, (there being at
the time few manfes built in the country), it was neither
fubftantially built nor finithed, and now requires a repair.
The living confifts of 8o bolls of meal, g bolls {fmall oats,
L. 45 Sterling, with a manfe and glebe, confifting of fix
acves arable Scotch meafure, and a fervitude of 8 foums grafs
upon the adjacent farm ; value, communibus annis, L. x20
Sterling. Mr Campbell of Knockbuy, one of the principal
heritors, is patroa.—There is a parochial fchool, which 30
or 40 years ago was good and refpe€table ; but fince private
education. became fathionable, it is on the decline. There
is a catechilt, with a falary from the Royal bounty, in the
braes of this and the neighbouring parith ; and in the lower
end there is a fewing and knitting miftrels, with a falary
from the Society for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge,
and the incumbent expefts againit May to have a {chool
upon Lochfinefide, with a falary from the Society, a place
in which there was one formerly, and is ftill very neceffary

for the good of the parifh.

Poor.—The poor have no other fund than the Suﬂday

colleftions; a fund very inadequate to fupply their wants,
not

¥ Though the incumbent mentioned the attention of the heritors 1o the
melioration, and beautifying of their eftates, he cannot pay them the fame
compliment with regard to the charch, for they feem to have abfuibed
every ecclefiaftical confideration v improving their properties, and aug.
menting their annual income. The church when built was among the
beft in the county ; but it has the fault of all old churches, that of being
lomg and narrow, which renders it very inconvenient. It was twice par-
tally repaited within thefe 30 years, and itands now in necd of a thorough

#ne, owing 1o the economy of the hertoes upon thefe vecalions.
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663 Statiflical Account

not exceeding L. 1§ Sterling yearly ; but people of all ranks,
particularly the {fmall tenants, are hofpitable, humane, and
charitable to the poor, according to their ability; from
them they experience real fympathy in their diftrefs.
There are 36 upon the lift, who receive a fupply once a-
year conformed to their refpe@ive fituations, fo far as the
fund will admit at the time, and the moit need y get a {fmall
interim aid through the reft of the year,

General Charalier.—"The people are generally altive, hu-
. mane, and holpitable, middle-fized, and capable of bearing
¢old, wet, and hunger to a great degree; they are not given
to drinking, though, from their focial difpofition, when a
number of them occafionally meet, they are apt to take a
fitting together.

Language.~The language moftly {poken is the Gaelic;
though, from the frequent intercourfe of the people with
the low country, and the advantage of a more general edu-
cation, which has been the cafe for the lat 20 years, the
greateft number of them {peak and underftand a little Eng-
lith. The names of the places are all derived from the
(Gaelic, and are expreflive of their local fituation, furface,
fome particular objeét in, or near them.

Antiquities—The only veftiges of antiquity are the re-
mains of three kinds of forts, built upon the fummit of three
hills in the W. end of the parith, which, from their fitna-
tion, feem evidently to be watch towers for alarming the
country in cafe of an invafion, as they are fo placed, that
from the loweft, which commands the landing from the
weit coaft, an alarm might be given to the fecond, and
from the fecond to the third, and fo to others, in the

neighbouring
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neighbouring parilh of Kilmartin, by which the alarm
might be {pread 20 miles into the country, in the courfe of
a few mainutes ; and, according to traditibn, the natives af-
fembled at the fight of the alarm fignal, and ruthed onward
to the place from whence the firlt fignal came, till they
met the enemy ; and lome very large {tones erefted on end,
which tradition calls the tombs of heroes, with feveral
cairns near the coafl, in which tombs containing urns have
been found, thow that the low grounds of this and the
neighbouring parith, have been keenly contefted.

Roads and Bridges~~The roads in this parifh, and through
moft of the county, were formerly wrought by the flatute-
labour ; but in this manner they were never properly exe.
cuted, nor kept in any tolerable repair. .About 26 years
ago the heritors of the county awoke from their lethargy
to this firft and molt material imprevement, and got an aét
of Parliament pafled, fpecifying the different public lines
through the county, and impofing 1 s. in the pound valuation
as road {tent ; and to expede the execution of thefe lines,
the moft of them advanced at once xj5 years road ftent.
And I know that the principal heritors of this diftri& not
only fhowed their public fpirit on this, but fome of them
borrowed a few hundreds upon their own fecurity, to finith
the lines within the parilh, when the calh advanced was
exhaufted ; fo that in the courfe of a few years, 12 miles of
road, 24 feet wide, was fufficiently executed on the E. and
S. E, fide of the parifh, making part of the line from Inve-
rary to Campbelltown, and 6 miles from Lochgilphead up
the country, by the W. and N. W. fide, making part of
the line that is to join the Lorn diftri&t. But the forcing of
thefe roads fo rapidiy has fo far mortgaged the funds, that

the unaffefted at prefent are not fufficient to keep the roads
in
2
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.in proper repair, though in the courfe of a few years
thefe mortgages will be extinguifhed, the by roads finilhed,
and both kept in high order.~~The moft of the bridges
were executed in the fame way, by the heritors advan-
cing the payment to the undertakers, till fuch time as
the funds admitted of their being reimburfed; but their
trouble and outlays were in fome meafure compenfated by
the enjoyment of thefe roads, and the beneficial effefls of
them to the diftri€t, which they faw and experienced.

Advantages and Difadvantages.~The parith has been
confiderably meliorated by the roads. The fuel moftly
ufed is peats, which, though plentiful in general, are very
{carce in fome places, and in others quite exhaufted; fo
that the parifh is much obliged, and will be highly benefit-
ed by the firenuous and {pirited exertion of Mr Dundas in
bringing about the repeal of the duty upon coals carried
cozltways. Were the duty upon f{alt alfo taken off, it would
contribute to the general advantage, The trat of the in-
tended canal between Lochgilp and Crinan runs 3 confider-
able way by the well fkirc of the parifh ; whatever may
be the advantages of this arduons undertaking to the public,
it is probable, that during the execution of the work, this
and the neighbouring parithes may reap fome benekt.

END QF THE THIRTEENTH VOLUME.
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