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NUMBER XIIL

PARISH or KINFAUNS.

{CouxTy oF PERTH, SYNOD oF PFRTH AND STIRLING,
PRESBYTERY OoF PERTH.)

By the Rev. Mr. GeorcE CHAPMAN.

—

Name, Situation, and Extent.

HE name {feems to have been the fame in ancient
as in modern times, and is probably of Gaelic
origin. It is deduced by fome from ceann, head or end,
and fanwus *, high ground, or the declivity of 2 moun-
tain. In this fenfe, it is fuppofed to refer to the ter-
mination, or rather the interruption, on the W. corner
of the parith, of thofe hills which run acrofs the coun-
try, towards Stirling, from the Red Head in Angus }.
This
®* Hence, probably, the name of Fauns, mn Landerdale, [o celebrated
for its pats, originated.
+ Others reivive Kinfauns into Ceann or Kew, and fin, an oblolete
word, fignifying hollow. This derivauon implies, the bead of the flar
or
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OFf Krufauns. 213

“This parifh begins about a mile and 2 half below Perth,
and runs for 3 or 4 miles along the northern bﬂnks. of
the Tay, forming an irregular fipure of above § miles
long, and between 2 and 3 broad.

Surface and Seil.—The furface is confiderably divera
fiied by level and rifing grounds, by wood and water.
The lands on the banks of the Tay are flat. On the
weftern boundary, at a {mall diftance from the river,
rifes a ridge of hills, whofe tops are covered with ex-
tenfive plantations. Of thefe hills, Kinnoul is the moft
remarkable. It lies partly in the parilh of that name,
and partly in the parifh of Kinfauns ; and prefents to
the S. a large abrupt front of rock, of a firiking appear-
ance, efpecially from the old poft-road, which went clofe
to its bafe. On this fide, the afcent is exceedingly fteep,
and its height is 632 feet above the level of the Tay.
The fummit projets in rugged cliffs of a feamy texture,
which being gradually loofened by the froft and rain,
have fometimes fallen in large mafles, with prodigious
force, into the plain below. About 27 years ago, =
farm houfe, ncar the foot of the hjll, was almeoit deftroy-
ed by one of thefe mafles of rock, and a2 woman inftant.
Iy killed. On account of this accident, the farm-ftead
was removed to a proper diflance from fuch a danger-
ous fituation. The hills aflord wvariety of delightful

5 profpedis.

or plain; and is alfs applicable to the fituation of the country. At the
foot of the hlls now meationed, the parith lirs in a valley or hollow,
which gradually opens, in an ealterly dire@ion, into the plain of the
Carfe of Gowrie. Thele are the molt plaufible opinions reipedting the
origin of the name; and as opumons only, they are given. But, even
thele fuggeft, that certamty is not always to be expefied, in deduétions
from a language which, it is allowed, oftcn aflfords {cope for fancy and
wonjedture,
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profpefts. From fome places is beheld the courfe of the
Tay, for 18 or 20 miles; a noble piece of water, and
a feene often enlivencd by numbers of velels under fail,
and fifhing boats. From the fame emincnces, the wind-
ings of the Iarn, through the mouth of that pleafant
{irath or valley to which It gives name, are alfo a beau-
ziful object. From another puint opens at once to the
view, the whole fernle plain of the Caiflz of Guwrie,
dounded by a fweep of hills, which fall back on tiwe N,
and by the Frith of Tay on the 5. ; the profpeft termi-
:n:i!:ing to the E. with the fteeple of Dundec, Broughty
Caflle, and the mouth of the Tay, where it enters the
Lerman Ocean.

The foil is varions. The banks of the river are co=
wered with a flrong clay, capable, with proper culture,
©f carrying the heaviclt crops. The grounds rifing to-
awards the hills confift of an ealy black mouid, in many
places deep and rich, cven at a confiderable height., In
the level part of the parith, on the E. fide, the fame
kind of foil is, in fome places, mixed with clay; in
others, with fand. The lands under cultivation are, in
wenural, good and fertile: the uncultivated parts are
snoftly covered with plantations; fo that theie is not much,
wafte ground withia the parifh.

Air.—The air 1s exceedingly pure aad healthful. The
drynefs of the grounds, and the firong currents of wett-
erly wind which often blow, as through a funncl, be-
yrween the hills of Kinnoul and Moredun, probably con-
tribute to purify the air, and to render it falubrious.
No local diftempers are known to prevail here; nor are
epidemical infeétions either common, or remarkably
fatal. |

Tap
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Of Kinfauns. 215

Tay and Salmon Fifbings.—Befides a few rivulets
within the parifh, the Tay waflics its fouthern boundary
for 3 or ¢ miles ; and is here navigable for fhips, cutter
built, of 1co tons: Dutch or flat-bottomed wveflels of
above zo® tons ¢an go up to Perth, Having received,
in its courfe, the Dochart, Lochy, Lion, Tumble, Gary,
Bran, lfla and Almond, all confiderable rivers, befides
many inferior {flreams, the Tay carries here a body of
frefh water, far fuperior to any other river in the
ifland ®. The neap tides rife 6 feet; the fpring ones
from g to 1ci. But could the channel be contraéted
by an embankment, ecfpecially upoas the large plain,
which is overflowed for about ro miles, between Inchyra
and Invergowric, the tide would rife much higher, and
flow with preater rupidity 3 whalil large tracks of vie
tuable Iand would be recovered for the purpofes of agri-
culture. This undertuking, however, 1 of fuch mag-
nitude and enormous expenle, that it can only be the
work of ages.

The Tay abounds with excellent fulmon, and fine trout
of different kinds, particularly 2z ipevies of fea-trout,
the white and red ; the latter of wlich is reckoned the
fironger flavoured, the former more delicate. They
weigh from 2 to 6 1b. The large bull trout is fome-
times found from 16 to 3¢ Ib. and upwards. The fal.
mon filhings in the Tay are an objet of confiderable
mportance, and furnith a valuable article of 11 «de to the
town of Perth. The rent of the whole river, including
the late rifes on the fithings, is, upon the mof authentic
and refpetable information, not below yocol. Sterling,
This is a great fum, when it is confidered how rapidly
it has arifen almoit from nothing +.

The

® The Earn falls alfo into the Tay 2 or 3 males below thas parith.
T For many years after the beginuog ol this century, the Gilungs

WEle
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The filhings upon the Kinfauns eflate alone, extending
between 2 and 3 miles along the N. fide of the river
only, and which are almoft entirely in this parifth, did
not, in ¥74¢, bring xocl. yearly of free rent. In 1763
they rofe to xocol,; in 1982 to 1400l. ; and they are
now (November 1793) let in a2 new leale for 2560l
Befides thefe, there are other fithings within the pariih,
to the amount of 4 50l., making altogether upwards of
3oocl. annually. There are from %o to 80 men, and
-about 40 boats, employed on thefe fithings, The fals
mon are carried to market frefh, pickled, and falted.
Very few, of late years, have been falted ; a good many
are kitted or pickled; but by far the greateft quantity
is Tun up freth, in ice, to London, where they are now
oftenfeaten almoft as freth as on the banks of the Tay.
The plan of preferving the fith in ice was firft fuggefted
by George Dempiter, Efq. of Dunnichen, the late pub-
lic-fpirited member for the neighbouring diftri& of
boroughs, and has been attcnded with the greateft fuc-

cefs *.
Roads,

were let along with the contiguous farms, and were of very little value
gither to the proprietors er tackimen, They did not then begin to fith
till the {eed-time was finithed ; and, by coniequence, the moft valuable
part of the feafon was entirely ot ; whill {carcely any other marker
was known befides home confumption, which did not then bring 1d. the
pound. Since that period, the bed of the river has heen cleared of all
obftruétions to the nets, and the fllungs have been disjoined from the
farms; crrcumiftances which rendered them an interefling concern, and
worthy of attention. A demand from the Cathalick States, nrmrg with
the Mediterrznean, for {alted fith, was ons mean of raiﬁng therr price.
This was fullowed by a brik trade from the London marker, which has
greatly increaled the value of the fith to the tackimen, and of the rents
to the proprictors.

® The price of {almon, in fpring, is fometimes 1s., fometimes pd.
the 1b.; in Jume 6d.; and in July and Auguft sd. About 25 or 3a
years ago, it fold for 14d., and often for 1d. the lb. The clofe-fzalon
in the Tay is from Augul 26, to the 11th of Decepgber,
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Roads.—An excellent turnpike road, opened lately from
Perth to Dundee, enters the parifh on the W.,. and runa
nearly its whole length. The leading principie in its for-
mation, is to avoid pulls, which has been fo effe@ually
accomplifhed, that it goes almoft upon a level between
thefe towns. The difRance has alo been reduced ; {o
that travellers, while they pafs along an eafy road, and
through a fine country, {ave nearly as much in horfe or
chaife hire, as is equal to the expenfe of the tolls. The
propofal of a turnpike road met with univerfal approba-
tion, fo obvious were its advantages. The crofs roads
in this parifh are already tolerable, and will probably he
ftull smproving, by having the flatute work chiefly ap-
plied to their repair and fupport. The #atute labour
15 here fometimes commuted, femetimes taken in kind.

Farms and Agricultnre.~—The farms, in general, run
from go or 62 to 160 acres. A few are larger. Ex-
cepting gentlemens enclofures, for their own ufe, there
are fcarcely any in the parith; nor indeed do they prevail
in this traét of country, lying immediately along the N.
fide of the Tay, or through the Carfe of Gowrie. As
thefe lands are nearly on the level of the fea, and fhel-
tered from the N. by a ridge of neighbouring hills, their
climate 1s naturally warm, and their harveft early. The
foil in this parifh and diftri®, is more adapted for pro-
ducing grain of all kinds, than for pafture. Very little
of it, therefore, is employed for thie purpofe. On the
lighter grounds, fome flax, tarnip, and potatoes, are
ratfed for private ufe; but, upon the whole, this is a
corn country, .

Our {yftem of agriculture, as in moft other parts of

Scotland, has been exceedingly improved within thefe
VoL X1V, Ee 20 of
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22 or 3o years paft. The diftinftion of outield and infield

no longer exifls ; moft of the grounds are cleared of {tones,

broom and{furze; the ridges are reduced and {traightened,
wet lands drained, and a far fuperior tillage introduced.
Acrtificial gralfes have long been [own to great advantage ;
lime, and other manures, have been applied ; and fummer
fallow 13 become more frequent; all of which, with a
proper rotation of cropping, have pruduced the beft cf.
fefts. 1t 13, however, ilill to be regretted, that though
thefe improvements are well underftood, yet they are
fometimes, particularly in cropping regularly, but par-
tially obferved. The rotation reckoned befl, is, xil,
EFailow, drefled with lime, or dung, or both; 2dly,
Wheat ; 3dly, Pealc, and green crops, to prepare the
ground for, gthly, Barley, fown down with grafls feeds ;
gthly, Hay ; 6thly, Oats, This fucceflion preferves the
Jand in ligh ovder, and makes the retorns much larger.
Another courfe, alfo in praétice, is, 1ft, Peafe; 2dly,
Wheat ; 3dly, Barcley ; gthly, Grals; sthly, Oats. This
anfwers tolerably well in light lunds, but is unfuitable to
clay. Farms are generally caft inte § or 6 divifions, and
one of thele allotted to each kind of grain, a hay crop and
fallowv ; but, of late years, whecat has greaty exceeded
this proportion, aml, inftead of being a fifth or fixth,
18 nearvr a fourth or third of the whele produce.

Eight bolls of wheat and barley upon the acre, are
confidered as a tolerable crop ; ¢ and ¢ a good one ; but
12 bolls of wheat upon fallow, and the lame quantity and
more of oats after grafs, are frequently obrained,  Beans
in drill yield 1o or 12 bolls, fumetimmes a good deal more.
They are 3 times haad-hoed ; the expenfe of which is
about a guinea an acre. But, it is to be obferved, with
refpect to returns in general, that it is not ealy to fix
o | | eny
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OF Kinfauns. 210

any ftandard, as they muft vary greatly according to the
nature of the {oil and feafon 3 i'tlld], in a VEryDdi ricular
manner, according to the pains, inanure, and culture be-
flowed ™.

There is {carcely any land in the parifh below 22s.
the acre. Lo greater part gives 255, and 39s. ; a good
d: ol reits frem 3-s. to 4os., and fome of it is as high as
§2¢%. FPwo remaining yvears of a lewiec of a farm, beiong-
ing to Lord Gray, were lately bought up at gl. 165, and
u]_:lw:u’d:;, the acre. The }:ruﬂ:nt medium rent of land
may be about 11, 83, or 1], 13s. the acre.

A great deal more grain is raifed in the parifh than
ferves itivif. Wheat and bailey are exported to a con-
fiderable amount ; and the farmers can now {ometimes
fpare a few oats and peale, with a good deal of hay for
the market. Thele are, indeed, the fiaple commoditics
upon which they muft depend for their reats, und the
fupport of their familics.

The grain in this part of the country, i3 gencrally of
an excellent quality, and the prices are proportionably
high. Wheat, for the 2 laft crops, fold from z2vs. to
245. ; barley at 18s.; oats at rg§s. and 16s.; peafe at
t2s. and 13s. the boll, Linlithgow meafure; ocat meal
fold from 16s. to 18s. the boll, of 8§ ftones Dutch weight,
The kinds of ploughs ufed here, are commenly of Small's
conftruction, drawn by 2 harfes: their number is about
56 or §8. ‘IThere are between 6o and 70 carts, exclufive
ef corn-carts uled in harveit.

Eea "The

® The fcedtime begins 25 foon as the weather zdmits in March, and
rlofes with May., Wheat 15 fown from the middle of September tiil
the cud of Cétober, and even later on light land, if the feafon be drv.
1he harveft gzenerally commences with the firlt week of September,

furmetimes in the end of Anguft.
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The general contents of the parifbh, are about 348e
Scotch acres ; of which 2520 are arable, excepting a very
fmall proportion. The remaining 1260 acres, are under
plantations. Thefe run along the tops and front of the
Inlls, and confift moftly of Scotch fir, with larixes, beech,
oak, and other forefl trees intermixed. '

Horfes and Black Cattle.~As no black cattle are em-
ployed here in operations of hutbandry, not many, ex-
cepting cows, are reared. Some young flots, or win-
terings, as they are commonly called, are bought in for
eating up the fodder in winter, and are lold, or fent off
to grals in fummer. Horfes are, for the meilt part,
bought; few are reared. Befides what gentlemen keep
for their own private ufe, the number of fheep 15 but
fmail. Cows and cattle, at prefent, amount to 400:
there are 186 horfes, and about go fheep.

Population.—There is good reafon to believe, that this
parith is not now fo populous as formerly. The rapid
fuccels of the manufactures, which has drawn the people
from the country to the towns, is one great caufe of de-
population. Uniting fmall pofieflions, or crofts, into
farms, is another ; and the difufe of cottagers, as farm-
ing fervants, has alfo contributed to the fame effet. It
has become much the praétice, of late years, to employ
unmarried men as farming fervants; of courfe cotta-
gers, and their houfes, have, in fome degree, difappear-

ed *. 3
Ahflra&

# Thit mode may be attended with fome trivial advantages ; but how

far it is founded in found policy, may be greatly gueflioned. Some of its
#iadvantages are obviows. Scarcity of hands, advanee on the price of
Jabour,
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Alfrall, for Ten Years, of

Baptifing, M irriages, nd Burizls,
17817 23 4 o
1784, 7 1 7
1785, 13 i &
r756, 4 z ¥
1787, | 4 £
1758, 4 3 6
1780, 13 | £
1790, 5 : z
I741L, 13 | 4
1792, T x 5
Xog Avey. 10%. zo Aworage 2. 42 Aver. near g

Thefe are the ftatements in the parifh record. Bue
it is to be obferved, in explanation of the above, that
wherever there are fetaries in a parifh, the entries upon
the regifter of the eftablifhbment are not only trregularly
made, and the numbers of the different years thus ren-
dered difproportionate, but they are fometimes negleét-
ed altogether.

STATISTICAL

labour, and the want of a healthy, robult fet of men te recruit our {leets
and armies, in any national emergency, are natural confequences of a thin
population. In harvet x392, before the manufadtures met with any
check, journeymen weavers, who uied formerly to reap in harveilt, and
earn . 4% and Il g5 for 3 weeks labour, refuled to work under 2s. and
25, 6d. a-day, which they could make at the loom. A (et of healthy cot-
tagers, and their families, would have prevented fuch hardihip, and rem-
dergd moft effcntial fervice to their mafters at that critical feafon.
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SraTrsticar TagLr.

Number of fonls, by return made Clergvman, - - 4

to D, Wehiter, 39 Weavers aud their apprentices, 27

of houlesinr 73, Shormahors, - - "

152, comtaining 710 fouls, Wroalis, - - 5

of houfesin 1303, Smitis, - - - 4

133, contaning 625 whout 43,  Twlos, - - 3

Of theie, under 10 vears old, Coaaper, - - - I

#re, - - L3 SCCCLIL‘I'E, - - -2

From 18 to 20, | Servants, male 52, femals 48, 88

23t 59, 295 Faima, boflles fome cops, 3

Lo Lo T3, VB Acde Jeaabos, - - - 3

AlLove 73, [ Huorles, - - 156

—— Cows and black cattie, alwout  g.¢

Maules, - - 5.7 Sheep, - - ys

Temales, - - 35 P[“H;f[lﬁ, - - £

—_—— Caits, - - Go=—=70

G318 Fiambier of Bzt h aores, _';?Sn

Heritors, - - - §  Vaued rent, 5L 13 40k Scors.

Farm.is famules, - - 27 Real renv, including 3002] tor fith-
Widowers 3, wadows a7, 22 inzs, asout s%sul Sterimg.

Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—The church 1s an old
building, without any date. It was repaired in 1780,
and is now a2 decent and comfortable place of worlbip.
"The manfe was built in 1439, and repaired in 17069,
The ftipend confifts of 4 bolls wheat, 67 meal, 41 bara
ley, and 27l. 1cs, of money, with a glebe of 4 acres.
There are § leritors in the parilh, 3 of whom relide
occafionally, and 2 conflantly. The Earl of Mansfield
is patron.—"The fchool and {chool-houfe were built in
1469, and are in tolerable repair. The {choolmafter’s
falary, paid by the heritors, was lately augmented by
them, from 129 to 250 merks., From his office of {ef.
fion-clerk, and as precentsr, he may have about 4l., and

neaily as much fiom Ins fchool-fecs ; making altogether
about
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absut 17l. or 18l annually.—There are no beggiug
puor in the parith. 'The number upon the roll is com-
monly from 7 to re.  They are fupplicd by the weekly
collections, and ufual calualties, which may be toge-
ther x2l. or 13l yearly; and the intereft of about jcol.
capital, which has arifen partly from pious donations,
putly from fuvings when the times admitted. From
thefe funds they ure provided, without any afleffinent,
in 2 regular monthly allewance, and alfo with clothes,

and fome coals lor thWter ..

Language.~'1 he language of this parifh and corner is
Saxon, intermixed with Scottith words and expreflions ;
attended, however, by little or me provincial accent o
dialeét. Though this part of the country is not at g
great diftance from the IHighlands, yet neither Gaelic
words nor accent are known amonglt the natives be
low Perth. Very few names of places are LErle ; but 5
great number are Scotch or Saxon.

Antigustics.—In the Gaftle of Kinfauns, is kept a
large old fword, probably made near soo years ago, and
to be ufed by both hands. It is thaped hke a broad
fword, and 1s § feet g inches long, 2% inches broad at
the hilt, and ol a proportionable thickrefs, with a round

kuob

% Belides thele fated fupplies, liheral nrivare chaiivies are riven oo
cafwnaily to famibes in diftrels. Thes temporary relef is produétive of
the belt coulequences, by preventing the laborious poor from falling inte
total run, sl becoming public bundens.  As long as the comman peopie
can be prolesved from bang known objeds of cha ity, a decent prule
eacites thew juduftry ; but thas Touon difappears, when once they are re.
gular perlioners on a parilh roil. The effes of harveit 1182 were,
comparztively, but Little felt heve.  As the fands are plentiful, the pooe
werg wiil ['up;llmai, without any pait of the a1d allowed by government.
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knob at the upper end, near 8 inches in circumference.
This terrible weapon bears the name of Charteris’s
Jword ; and probably belonged to Sir Thomas Gharteris,
commonly called Thomas de Longueville, once proprie~
tor of the eftate of Kinfauns. Sir Thomas Charteris,
aligs Longueville, was a native of France, and of an an-
cient family in that country. If credit can be given to
accounts of {uch remote date, when he was at the court
of Philip le Bel, in the end of the 13th century, he had
a difpute with, and killed a French nobleman in the
king’s prefence. He elcaped, but was refufed pardon.
Having, for feveral years, infefted the feas as a pi.
rate, known by the name of the Red Beaver, from the
colour of the flags he carried on his thips, in May 1301
er 1302 (by Adamfon’s Chronology), Sir William
Whallace, in his way to France, encountered and took
him prifoner. At Wallace’s interceffion, the French
King conferred on him a pardon, and the honour of
knighthoed. He accompanied W.il:co ¢ his return to

Scotland, and was ever after hiv. Taii ol noeend, and aid-
ng in his E:r.plﬂitﬁ. Upon iher %o’ b betrayed,
and carried to England, Sir !lo.ooo §ato e retired
to Lochmaben, where Le remazined ol Refvrt Bruce

began to aflert his right to the crown of Scotiand. He
joined Bruce; and was, if we may believe Adamfon,
who refers to Barbeur, the firft who followed that king
into the water, at the taking of Perth, January 8. 1313.
Bruce rewarded his bruvery, by giving hun lands in
the neighbourhood of Perth, which appear to have been
thofe of Kinfauns, and which continued in the family of
Charteris for many years. It is to this ancient knight,
@nd to the antique fword above mentioned, that Adam-
fon
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{on refers, in thefe lines (Book VI.) of his Mulfe’s
Threnodie.

Kinfauns, which Thomas Longueville
Some time did hold, whofe ancient fword of flecl
Remains unto this day, and of that land
Is chiefelt evident.

About 4o years ago, upon opening the burying vaalt
under the aile of the church of Kinfauns, ere@®ed by this
family, there was found a head.piece, or kind of hel-
met, made of feveral folds of linen, or fome flrong ftuff,
painted over with broad firipes of blue and white;
which feems to have been part of the fititious armour,
wherein the body of Thomas Longueville, or Charteris,
had been depofited .

The eftate of Kinfauns afterward belonged to a gen-
tleman of the name of Carnegie, of the Northelk family;
from whom it paffed to that of Blair, whofe heirefs was
married to John Lord Gray, father of the prefent Lord.

There is alfo in the houfe of Kinfauns, which ftanda
on an elevated fituation, overlooking the Tay, an iron
flag, or vane, 2 feet long and 1 foot broad, turning upon
a ftaff of the fame metal, 8 feet high. It has the date,
1688, cut in the middle, and was wont to be placed on the
top of the caftle. This was a mark, or badge, of an he.
ritable office, or power of admiralty over the river, an.
nexed to the eftate of Kinfauns, for preferving the fith.
ing, and punifhing all trefpaflfes committed in deftroy-
ing the falmon. In a charter under the greag feal, in

Vor. XIV. F f the

* Fide Hiftorical Annotations on Elind Harry's Wallace, publithed st
Yerth a fow years agos
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the year ¥671, the old jurifdiGtion is explained and cone
firmed ; and, according to the tradition of the country,
it was acknowledged by all veflels paffing in the Tay, by
a falute, or lowering of their colours to the caftle. i his
power extends from Drumlie Sands below Dundee to
the heart of the river, and entitles the family of Kin-=
fauns to a falmon, annually, out, of every fithing boat on

the Tay *.

Prices and Wages.—The price of provifions has rifen
greatly of late years, and is here regulated by the Perth

market .
Sttuation

® The charter, after confirming the laeds and barony of Kinfauns,
adds, * and alio the heritable office of keeping the faid water of Tay, up-
on both fides of the famine, within the hail bounds thereof, beginning at
that part of the famine called Drumlie Sands, until the head of the famme
water, and all other waters, floods, and burns running into the faid wa.
ter, within the hail bounds thereof; and with power tofeek and fearch
all fithers, and other perfons whatfoever, who can be found and appre-
hended, taking {molts, kipper, or {almon, with cruives, or any other man-
ner of way, within {aid bounds or parts thereof, within forbidden time."

It zifo grants power to hold courts, amerciate and punifh for ell fueh
offences. And further, ** All other privileges, liberties, immumties fees,
and duties belonging to fard heritable office; and {peczally with the fie of
ane falmon yearly, to be uplifted and taken in all time comiag, furth of
ilk an boat, wherewith falmon fhall happen to be taken in the faid river of
Tay, upon both fides thereof within the bounds aforefaid **

1 Chickens, which 23 or jo years ago fold at ad., are now 4d. and &4.
a piece ; grown poultry from 1s. to 18 3d. each; eggs are 6d. the dozen 3
beef in automn 33d., or 4d., in fpring gd., fometimes &d. the pound ; mut-
ton from 3d. to 4d. in autumn, and £d. in the {pring ; vez! and lamb are
commonly -&6d., all Amfterdem weight; geefe fell at 29, 6d. and gs.;
turkeys at 45. 6d. and §s. ; pigs at 55., and all other provifions in the fame
proportion. Though this is a rich country, yet vivres are, in general,
high ; and even fome articles, fuch as eggs and ponltry, are affccted by the

Edinburgh market.
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OF Kinfauns. 22%

Situation and Charaller of the People.—A remarkable
shange has taken place within thefe 30 years paft, in the
drefs, manners, and cleanlinefs of the people; the natu=-
ral confequence of the influx of money. The great rife
of wapges has confiderably meliorated the fitustion of
fuch as depend upon their Jabour for the fupport of their
families. And were the houfes of cottagers, and of thofe
in the inferfor ranks of life better, it would be a wvaill
addition to their comfort. Some excellent ones have
been lately built by proprietors. If fome inftances of
more {traitened circumitances occur amonght the poorer
pecple, yet they do not feem to produce difcontent. It
is not known that any have died of want. None, for
many years back, have been deftitute of employment;
and there have been no emigrations. No perfon, in the
memory of the oldeft man alive, has been tried for any
¢rime, or banifhed.

The people are rather above middle fize; they are
healthy, and of 2 good locking, decent appearance. Their
attendance upon public worfhip is regular; their ideas
of religion are rational.

Advantages.—This parith and diftriét derive great
advantage from the turnpike road lately made between
Perth and Dundee ; and from thejr vicinity to a navi-
gable river, By the laft of thefe, immediate accefs is

Ffa opened

The yearly wages of a plonghman, or farming fervant, have rifen from
4l. and 5l to 8, g, and 10 guineas ; thofe of an vpper fervant to 12l., and
often more. Cottagers employed as farming fervants are paid nearly in
the fame proportion, after making dedudtion for their houles, and for
land, if they poffels any. The wages of women fervants in faim houles, are
3l.; of a houfe carpenter a-day. 1s 8d. ; of a mafon, ¥s. 6d. and 15 8d.;
of a tailor, with victuals, 64, and 84. ; of a common labourer, 15, without

victualg
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228 Statiflical Account

opened to the fea, and to every port around the itland,
Lime, and other manures, come hy water, clofe to the
lands of the inhabitants. By the fame eafy conveyance,
their grain is carried to market, and delivered with little
trouble and expenfe. But one of the moft comfortable
effetts of the river, is its furnithing, from the coafts of
the Frith of Forth, a regular fupply of coal, which is the
fuel of this country, and which, till of late years, was
brought in plenty, and fold at a moderate rate. The
ufual price wag 4s. the boll, of 56 ftones Englifh weight,
or 300 weight of 112 pounds each. This is the weight
of the boll ut Dundee, and in the Tay below Perth :
There the boll is only 40 ftones. Within thefe few
years, however, a moft unaccountable dearth and fcarcity
of coal has taken place in this corner, as well as in other
parts of the country: But it is to be hoped, that the
Iate att of parliament, taking off the duty coaftwife
will, in time, help to remove this hardthip, by introdu-
<ing coal from England, on reafonable terms.
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