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NUMBER XIV.

PARISH or KILFIN AN,

(CouNTY AND SyNOD of ARGYLL, PRESBYTERY OF
Duxnoon.)

By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER MFARLANE.

-

Name, Situation, and Extent.

HE parith of Kilfinan derives its name from St.

Finan, a faint of the yth century, and a difciple
of the great Columba, abbot of St. Iona or I, near the
ifland of Mull, and fignifies, the church and burying-
place dedicated to St Finan. It is x3 miles long, by 3,
4, 5, and, in fome places, near' ® miles broad. It is
bounded on the W. and N. W. by Lochfine, on the S.
by the fea, which feparates it from the ifland of Arran,
fuppofed to be from § to 6 leagues over The parifh is
divided by a {mall water that runs paft the church, on
the 5. fide of it, into Lochfine, into 2 unequal parts. The
fouthern divifion is called Kerriff or Kerry, which is a
Gaglic word, that fignifies a quarter or fourth part of

any
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any thing ; and as it is by far the moft extenfive divie
fion, and the church ftanding upon it, the whole parifh
often goes by the name of the parifh of the Keiry, and
s fully as well known in the neighbourhood by that
name, as by its real one; but it is never written fo,
The northern divifion is called Otter, which is alfo a
Gaelic word, deferiptive of a fhallow place, over which
runs a gentle current ; and accordingly this divifion of
the parifh i1s fo called from a moft beautiful {and bank,
which juts out inte Lochfine, in a ferpentine form, near
the feat of Mr. Campbell of Otter, proprictor of the
whole divifion but one farm. This bank is 180b yards
long, from water-mark to its remoteft extremity at low
water, and forms, with the land on the S fide, an oblique,
and on the N. an obtufe angle. In time of {pring tides,
it is entirely covered at high-water, and about 3 hours
after the turn of the tide, the whole appears to within
a few yards of its extremity ; and from irs length, nar-
rownefs, and form, makes a very uncommon and plea.
fant appearance. It feems to be an encroachment of the
fea upon the land, which, from its nature, could give
1t Iittle oppofition, being low, level, and channelly, On
the N. fide of the bank, where feems to have been the
ancient channel of the loch, the water is very deep :r on
the S. fide, where, according to conjefture, the furface
has been pecled off by the united force of ftorms, and a
firong current, it is very fhallow ; ebbs a great way out
in time of {pring tides, and gives opportunity to the in
habitants in the neighbourhood to gather oyfters, fpout
fith, muflels, and other various kinds of thell fifh, which
are there to be found in great perfeftion and abunw

dance,
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Soil and Surface.——Any variety that is to be found in
the foil of this parifh, is evidently the natural confe.
quence of different fituations. In fome few flats, out of
the reach of running waters, and not far diftant from
the fea, yet fo far as not to have ever been overflown by
it, is to be feen a fine black mould lyirg upon a gravel
bed, not deep, but abundantly fertile, and when pro-
perly laid dut, produces excellent grafs. In fome low
flats, near the level of the fea, and in all flat valleys,
where running waters have, in the progrefs of time,
traverfed the ground by thifting their courfe (which
in this country they continually do where they run
through arable land), the foil is light and channelly, re-
quires manure very frequently, but gives a fure and
fertile, though not a very heavy crop. Near the S.
point of the parilh is to be found, in a few places, a
thin ftratum of black clay covering a gravelly bottom,
and gives a crop light or heavy, according as it is deep
and dry, or light and four, but never ripens early. All
the inland farms are cold and bleak, not fo fit either for
pafturage or ullage as thofe upon the coaft. The crops
upeon them are generally as heavy, but not near fo fer-
tile, and are always confiderably later in ripening than
thofe upon the low grounds. Al ground upon a decli-
vity (or what is commonly called hanging ground), is
very poor foil, the fubftance being wafthed out of it by
the rains.

The furface 1s rugged, and the thore equally fo, being
all rocky, a few bays excepted; yet it produces little
fea-weed for kelp. The only kelp which the prefent
incumbent ever heard of being made in the parifh, is a
kistle that is yearly manufattured about the S. point,

near
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near the prefent feat of the family of Lamont, and upen
the Kyles of Bute.

Hills, Lakes, Rivers, Woods, &te.— Although thers
are many hills in this parith, there are none of remark-
able height ; the moft confiderable are thofe which di-
vide this from the parifh of Glendarual, They are all
mofly, and confequently barren. Heath and fog being
their principal produce, is, in general, withered and
weather-beaten. The moft of them, however, produce
one fpecies of grafs, though not in great abundance,
which is very ufeful for cattle in the latter end of the
feafon, particularly in fpring, when provender generally
turns fcarce ; I mean moor-bent, which is fo hard and
durable in its nature, that the fevereft winter has fearce-
ly any other effe& upon it, than to difcolour it a little.
Sheep are very fond of it in {pring, and efpecially win-
terers, that is, cattle which are not houfed at all, but
are fed without in clofes all the feafon over; and it is
fuppofed to give them firength and vigour, fooner than
the fineft grals upon the low ground.

There are {feveral {mall lakes, the largeft of them mot
much exceeding half a mile long ; and all abound in yel.
Jow trout of no great fize. There are 4 waters, and as
many beautiful bays ; but thofe to which nature feems
to have been moift partial, are the bays of Kilfinan and
Achlick, more efpecially the former, fuppofed by many
to be one of the prettieft fituations upon Lochfine. Up-
on thefe waters, there 1s, in times of rain, plenty of
yellow trout, weighing from 1 to 6 1b. weight. It is
{aid, that, fome years ago, falmon of 16 lb. weight was
often killed upon the waters of Kilfinan, and gnilfe very
frequently, 7. ¢. falmon that is fuppofed to want a year
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ar two of coming to its full growth. None of thefe
" kinds have been feenm upon it of late years, however ;
at leaft for z2 years paft, fo far as we could hear of:
and what made them difappear, or makes them fo fhy
as to forfake their ufual haunt, we are not able to ac-
count for, unlefs it be, that the ancient art of exagger-
ating is lofing ground, and not to be found in fuch per-
feQion now a-days, among the rifing generation, as it
was poffeffed by their fathers.

There is a confiderable quantity of natural woods in
the parith, They confit moftly of oak, afh, birch, el-
der, hazle, &c. Bat the natural plant of the foil feems
to be afh; for both the planted and the fpontaneous
growth of it comes to a degrec of perfeflion and fize,
that no other tree does ; and its quality is, by thofe who
manufaéture it in towns for the purpofes of fine work-
manfhip, allowed to be fuperior to any thing of the kind
that grows in the Low Country. 'This, however, may
be a fign of the poverty of the foil; and the coldnefs of
the climate; it being a well known faét, that flow growth
makes timber fine in the reed, and hard and durable in its
ngture, In the ipterior part of the parith, plantaticns
thrive pretty well, and alfo in the N. diftriét of it,
which lies upon Lochfine ; as appears by that beautiful
grove which furrounds the manfion-houfe of Mr. Camp-~
bell of Otter : but, on the S. point of the parith, where
the experiment has been of late fairly tried by Mr.
Lamont of Lamong, they do not promife o well, oWwing,
no doubt, to the fsline drift that is conveyed by the
ftorms to every part of that neck of land, from tha
ecean which embraces it.

Climate and ﬂ{ﬁaﬁr.—aiq this country, we have shupe
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dance of" rain, and very changeable weather, as much,
perhaps, 4s M any part of Scotland whitever, more efpe-
cially for feveral years paft. This, we believe, is ow-
ing to the high hills of Arran, thofe of Sliabh Goil, and
" many others, with which we are furrounded, although
at fome diftance, which break the clouds, and bring
down the rain upon us. Thefe rains generally come
witha S, wind, a 5. E., ora 5. W. wind. With a W.

wind, we have generally heavy and frequent fhowers,
but no conftant rain. Amn eafterly wind is generally

dry, and fo i5 2 northerly ; and it is rare to fee any rain
at all with aN. E. wind. The rains often fall very co-

pioufly in the months of Augult and September, and do
material injury to our crops, which coafit mofily in

oats, barley, hay, and potatoes *.
Inflances

* Few cpideml.al difeafes are knmown among vs, excepting che fmall-
pox, meafles, and hooping cough. Fevers were, fome time ago, very
f;raquent and mrertad in thee parifh, but much lafs fo for feveral years paft.
The happy cande of this feems to be, that the people have, 1n a great
rueafure, difcontinued the foolith pradlice Df.wﬁting the fick in great
crawds, efpecizlly upon ‘Sundays, which, in the laft age, waa, in this
countty, confidered a3 the parrcolar bufinefs of the day. The intention,;
o doubt, was good, it baing their delign to adminifter comfort to the
diftrefied ; but, inftead of “alleviating, they feldom failed to add to his
fufferings: by thionging the boufe, snd corrupting'the air, they fed the
ddiforder, and weakened-the-patient:  And what was allo very natural se
leok for, when they retmed, it frequently happencd, that fome of the
company carried the contagion along with them. In thof: days, the
oniver{al belief of the lower ranks of people, appears to have been, that
there was a farality in all circumftances in life, that the moft trevial cir-
eumflances had been forcordsined, =nd that cenfeguently, ne perfon
could either accelerate, or efcape his fated demb. Tn praportion s they
have dropped that idea, and begin te be fenfible, that man is Iefe, at Jeaft
in many thiongs, to the frcedom of his own will, and that, 25 a free agent,

Ke may be infiromental in promoting his owa temporal happinefs, or
mulviplying.
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Inftances of Lengevity.—Few inflances of longevity
are recorded in this parith; but this cannat be attribue-
ed to the climate, which is abundantly wholefome. It
requires fio great penetration, however, to find out, at
leaft a very fuppofable caufe, which is, that the laft ge-
neration have been exceedingly -addited to drinking,
owing to their having carried on a ruinous contraband
trade with the Ifle of Man, to an aftonithing extent ; the
bad effefts of which are difcoverable in the parifh to
this day. It was only in the fouthern diltriék of the pa.
rifh, viz. the Kerry, that this trade was carried on, and
confequently they were then more wealthy, in general,
than their neighbowrs in the northera divifien; but

Ggaz fince

multiplying his misfortanes, they become more cagtious in approaching
any contagion which fcems to them to be connedted with danger.

In the courfs of 40 years back, epidemucal ftiches made their appear-
ance 3 feveral rimes in the panih, and carnied off a great number of
people. The fzcond wiiit of this diforder, was about the ysar 1778, and
wae vury general and deadly over the whole country. The lilt was i
the year 1784, when the diforder entered at the north end of the parifh ;
and being very mortal, continued its progreds through almoft every farm
of that divifion, called Otter, but did not crufs the warer st Kilfinan. By
=il accounts, the diforder was exadliy the lzme at bath thefe laft periods,
and was fo very violent, that, in general, the paticnt was either carried
off, or recovered within 48 hours, after hia being feized. People of a
plethoric habit, and clpecially young people, were moft frequently at-
tacked.

‘The bleff=d difovery of inoculation has been early pri&ifed in this pa~
rifh, and, ar all times, with great fuccels; wer,it is miuch to be regret-
ted, thae few of the lower ranks can be perfuaded to take the benefe of
it. From 3 to 7 years is generally the lomgeft interval berween the vilfits
of the meallca in this parilk. The lalk was 10 the yesr 178y, when a
very remarkable circumiance attended it; wpwards of 30 adult people,
m ih4 and females, from 20 to £ro years of age, have been feized with the
diforder, while the greateft number of the young children heve elcaped,
farac of them even in the very houfes, angd lying in the bofom of theic
prrents when cenlined: ‘
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fince that period, of the inhabitants of the Kerry, the
greateft number have been bankrupt by misfortunes ;
others, by the habits they acquired, came to poverty ;
and being obliged te quit their farms, are fucceeded by
a complete fet of new tenants from the neighbouring pa-
rifhes ; while the moft of the inhabitants of the northern
divifion, occupy the fame lands upon which their forefa-
thers lived comfortably for many generations before them.

A few inftances of longevity, however, might be men.
tioned : Archibald M*‘Laughlane, a native of Otter, and
who died in the Kerry, near jo years ago, was 118 years
of age; and in the harveft immediately before he died, was
reckoned the beft hay cutter upon the farm of Kilfinan,
of which he sccupied a part. When young, he was a
man of fuch known bedily firength, that, although he
was not quarrelfome himfelf, whenever a {fquabble en-
fued near him, which at that time was frequently the
cafe in the churchyard of Kilfinan, at marriages and fu-
nerals, whenever he got notice, he immediately re-
paired to the fpot, and his prefence never failed to
{trike fuch terror, that both parties were very glad to
ceafe from the firife. On this account, he was often
called, as a by-name, Craobh na fiochaidh, 1. e. the
peace-maker. Donald M“Intyre, who died in Novem-
ber 1792, was a native of the parith of Dalayich, in the
prefbytefy of Lorn, and g6 years of age; and although
he had no education, was a very intelligent converfible
man, of uncommon Imcmary? knew more of the hiftory
of Scotland, than many who had a regular education;
could repeat a very great number of the peems of Offian,
Ullin, Oran, with a great part of the hiftory of thofe he=
roes very correétly. He retained his faculties unime-
paired, till the very laft : and, within 6 days before he
‘@jed! declared, he never was confined for half an houx

by
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h}r any kind of complaint, and that he did not know
what it was to have a headech. ¥e even efcaped the
fmall pox, mealles, and hooping cough. He was a rea
markable inftance of wnduftry and fobriety.

Niamber of Proprictors.—There are g proprietors, 6
of whom refide in the parith. The principal heritor is
Mr. Lamont of Lamont, who pofiefied property in Ar-
gylifhire for a long period of years. The family refided
in the parith of Dunoon, in view of the Clyde, and op-
pofite the burgh of Rothfay, in Bute, until the reign of
Charles 1., when the then proprietor, Sir James Lamont
of Lamont, fupported the caule of that unhappy mo-
narch, for which his family feat, the caftle-of Towart,
was taken and deftroyed by the Marquis of Argyll *.

Mode of Cultivation.—The tenants in this parifh are
fo much attached to the ancient mede of cultivation,
that modern improvements in hutbandry can fcareely be
faid to have found their way to our latitude. The foil
{eems much better calculated for pafturage than tillage:
Hence it is the intereft of the tenant to plough his ground
very fpﬂringl_}?; and yet, in general, they adopt jult the
oppofite rule, for without allowing it time enough to re-
cover itfelf after much fatigue, they always plough more
thas double the quantity they are able preperly to ma-
nure. Few of the tenants, indecd, underftand farming,
fo as to do juftice to their grouund ; and by far the great-

eft

* There is in this parifh the ruins of an old caftle, called Afgog. It
was, at the above period, in the pofleflion of 2 cadet of that famuly, whe,
taking the fame fide with his chief, had his caitle alfs deftroyed, by order
of the Marquis. The taking and defiroying of thele cafties, compofed
part of the indidtment, upon which the Murqurs was tried and convict=

i, as appears by the State Trials,
! -
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eft number, if they {hould be experienced farmers, want
the means of doing it; as they are, in general, poor.
There is plenty of excellent limeftone in the parith, and
convenient enough for the moit of them ; yet it is rare
to fee 2 kiln burnt for the ufe of the ground. It may be
faid, indeed, that the inconveniency of peats, and the op-
preffive tax, until of late, upon coals, is the caufe
of this; but allowing this to be a good reafon, why
is not every farm covered with fhell-fand, which is
found upon the coaft in great abundance, and of the very
beft quality ? All the farmers in the parith allow it te
be far preferable to lime, yet very few make ufe of it.
The very {ea-weed, which is thrown in by the ftorm
upon the fhore, 1s often allowed to rot, where the tide
has left it, although it is found to be as good manure for
barley, as any that can be made ufe of. Of la‘e years,
indeed, there 1s one kiod of 1mprovement begun, and like-
1y to become very general ; I mean, reducing the number
of horfes in their ploughs, and ufing carts inftead of
cars. Formerly they had 4 horfes in each plough, the
woft of them now plough by 3, and many by 2; and it
is certain, befides the faving, that the ploughing is
much better than it ufed to be. The only green crops
that are raifed in the parith, are a few peafe, and pota-
toes in abundance. Summer fallowing is entirely un.
known to them. As to thefe matters, it is thought they
judge very right, for the foil is fo weak, as not to bear
{fummer fallowing, and the climate is no way favourable
to green crops. Lhe only trial that is known to have
been made of raifing wheat, was by Mr. Lamont of
Lamont, who fowed about 3 firlots thefe two laft feafons
paft, and it anfwered pretty well. There is not the

fmalleft reafon to doubt, that in many parts in this pa-
' ' rifk,
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rith, the foil is capable of carrying wheat, if we knew
how to prepare the ground.

Implements of Hufbandry.—The Scotch plough is moft-
by ufed in this parifh, and, in fome few places, muit con-
tinue to be ufed, where the ground happens to be very
unlevel, and full of large ftones under the furface. The
tenants have no idea of the advantage of clearing away
thefe ftones out of their ground; nay, fome of them af-
fert, that there is an advantage in having them I it, be-
caufe rhey give heat to the ground, and fo contribute to
manure it. They choofe, therefore, to run the rifk of break-
ing their ploughs feveral times in a feafon, and have thetoil
of digging yearly about a flone, where their plough does
not reach, rather than remove it once for all, which, in
moft cafes, would not be 8 very laborious operation. A
few, however, meke ule of the Englifth plough; end it is
to be hoped, that the relt will foon follow their example.
Tt 15, indeed, furprifing, that any farmer fhouwld want it,
as it i3 plain to a demonftration, that it lays the ground
tufinitely better, and ploughs with much more eafe to
man and horfe, than what the Scotch plough does ; and
the greateft part by far of the ground in this parith, is
fo fmooth and level, that it fuity it extremely well ®.

&

Manures,

* Until of late, ail the peats, mranvre, corn, &c. were carried upon
cars or fledges, but now moit of thofe who can afford it, hawe got carts,
although, indsed, few have got carc ronds to the peats. Thefe are upen
the whole, however, a great improvement, and one principal caule of
their being able to reduce the number of their horfes.

Mumber of plovghs in the parith, - - 26
of harrows, - - - - abE
al carts, - - o 3

N. B, Of the ploughs, & only are made after the Englith confiruélion.
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Manures, Obfacles to Improvement, &c.—The prin.
cipal part of the manure that is made wufe of in the pa-
rifh, is what comes from the byre and ftable, and 1s of
various kinds, as all the eattle are hounfed, fummer and
winter, excepting with a few graziers and {hepherds,
who never houfe any but their milch cows, and in winter
their work horfes. The fummer dung, the farmers ge-
nerally mix in Auguft, with {ome rich earth, or mofs,
and perhaps a few ferns, and, where it may be conve-
niently had, fome fea-weed ; and laying thefe ingredi-
ents upon one another, ftratum above ftratum, each in
its turn, they make up a mound which forms a compoit
midding or dunghill. In November, this compofition is
carted away to fome ley ground, which is ploughed in
January or February, and a fecond time In May ; and
being fown with barley, produces a good crop. All
the reft of the dung gathered throughout the year,
i3 divided between bear land and potatoes ; which laft
article is generally a fure crop in this country, and, to-
gether with a ftore of herrings, which they provide in
harveft, is the principal part of the people’s fubfiftence
throughout the year. The potatoes here are thought te
be of a fuperior quality to thofe which grow in the Low
Country, efpecially fuch as are to be feen about towns.
It is difficult to fay, whether the poverty of the teaants,
the {hortmefs of their leafes, ignorance of farming, or z
ftrong attachment to a fea-faring life, particularly to the
herring fithing trade, operate moft powerfully to the de-
triment of agriculture. But one thing is evident, that a]l}
thefe caufes contribute, eachof them theirfhare, to pfoduce
this bad effeét ; and they are all the natural confequence
of one caufe, viz. a vain attempt of grafping, at the {fame
time, ‘at the profits of hufbandry, and the gains of a fea-

faring

3
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faring trade. It is aflerted by the farmere, that, with-
out the money they make by fithing, and other fhifts,
they would not be able to pay the rent of their lands;
that the produce of the farms is not nearly equal to the
purpole. This may, indeed, be true, in the way they
manage them ; for, having two objeéts in view, they are
hot able to pay proper attention to either ; confequently
neither the one nor the other {ucceeds with them ac-
cording to expeftation ; but 1t is equally certain, were
they to apply totally to either, whether farming or fifh«
ing be their thoice, that they would fucceed better.
Experience proves the faft: for all thefe who attend
properly to their firms, and depend upon them alone for
livelihood, are the moft wealthy tenmants in the parifh.
The tenants, in general, are poor; and the principal
caufes of their poverty, befides thofe that have been
mentioned, are, 1ft, That too many families are often
crowded into one {mall farm, and poflefs it in commeon ;
2dly, That they generally overflock their farms; i. e.
they keep upon a farm a great many mote cattle than it
is well able to fupport, which is 2 very common, and =»
very great error ; for it reduces the breed to a diminu.
tive fize ; and, being ill fed, they are, in a manner, ufe-
lefs to the proprietors ; 3dly, They plough much more
.of their ground than they are able properly to manure.
It is not at all rare to fee § or 6 tenants living upon the
fame {mall farm, and poffefling it in the old mode of
run-ridge; each of thefe keeps a cottager ; and there are,
perhaps, as many other {mall tenants, who have each a
few acres of arable land, with grafs for 2, 3, or 4 cows,
cut out for himfelf, without any enclofure but 2 nomi-
nal line of march drawn between him{elf and the reft of
the farm; and thefe fmall farms, f{o cut off, are here

Vor. XIV. H h called
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called butts ; in other places, they are termed crofers
Thus, very commonly from 8 to 15 families live upon
one fmall farm, fo that they muft, by confequence, live
very poorly themfelves, although they pay but a very
moderate rent to the landlord. The landlords, however,
feem now clear to adopt'a very different mode of letting
their lands, which is, te conjoin 2 or 3 farms together,
and let them as one pofleflion to one tenant ; by which
means, they will receive a much greater rent, and the te-
nants will live more comfortably. Although the genera-
lity of tenants are thus fmall, yet there is in the parifh
1 tenant who pofleffes 3 farms, 2 who poflefs 1 each, and
2 ‘who pofiefs 2 each.

Secd Time and Harvefl, &c.—The farmers begin to fow
oats in this parifh in the beginning of April. When
they have done with their oats, which is generally be-
fore the end of the month, they begin to plant their po-
tatoes ; and as this-is an operation that feldom confumes
much time, for they are all plarted with the plough,
they begin the fowing of barley in the beginning of May,
and it is always the end of that month, or perhaps the
beginning of June, before they have done. Next comes
on the making of peats, which, together with leading
the fame, (a very troublefome and tedious job), zon-
{fumes the moit of the remaining part of {ummer, Bar-
ley harveflt commonly begins about the middle of Au.-
guft, and oats are moltly cut in September and Oo-
ber. In wet late {cafons, the harvelt may not perhaps
be entirely fizifhed until the 12th of November. 1n the
year 1787, it was ftill later. The foil of this parilh, as
weil as-that of Glendarual, feems peculiarly adapted for
producing fiax ; and the farmers alfo {eem inclined to

pay.
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pay fome attention to the raifing of fuch a crop, but are
difcouraged from it, for the want of a lint-mill. Befides
this, fome of the proprietors reflriét their tenants to a
fmall quantity ; as they think (and I believe juitly)
that flax, more than any other crop, fcourges the ground.

The average produce of ocats is thought rather berter
.than 3 feeds, but not equal to 4.

That of barley from 6 to 4, and

~-= of potatoes 20 feeds,

Seed fown in the parsfb yearly.
Oats. Barley. Potatees, Peafe
Bolls %65 I1L§ IM4 5

According to the above averages, there appears to be
in the parith for confumption, after deduéting the feed
for the next {eafon, yearly; oats 13530 ; barley between
666 and 447 ; potatoes 3300 bolls.

The valued rent of the parifh 1s 3q5l. ¥s. 1dd. The
real rent has confiderably increafed fince the waluation.
The real rent, it is expefted, will, in a few years, be
greatly raifed, as one.third of the parifh, which was
formerly under pretty long leafes, is to be ler, and a con-
fiderable augmentation is expeéted,

Prices of Grain and Previfions.—The prices of all
dinds of grain are, in this parifh, at all times ruled by
the prices in Greenock, one of the dearcft markets in
the weft of Scotland. The price of oat meal is fcldom
below 13s. 4d. Sterling, or above one guinea . the boll.
The barley is moitly fold to the diftiller to be manufac-
tured into whilky, and brings generally, in the Kerry
or 5. divifion, from 1gs. to 21s, Sterling; and in Otter,
from 20s. to 24s. the boll. In the Kerry, the grain is

Hbh s inferior,
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inferior, and the meafure lefs than that of Otter. T

the Kerry the Bute meafure is made ufe of, and in Otter
the Kintyre or Campbelton meafure. The oae is to the
other as 14 to 16, 4. e. the 16 pecks in Otter arc equal
to 17 pecks in Kerry; and the 3 firlots, or 12 pecks, in

Otter, are equal to the Linlith gow boll *.
T Manufallure

* The parilh was very feldom, if ever, known to produce grain fuls
ficient for 1ts own confumption; but as the quantity imported yearly
muft necefMarily differ, in proportion to the favourablenefs or unfavour-
ablenels of the feafon, and the fertility of the crops, it is finpoffible to
fay, with 3ccuracy, what the real amount of the imparted grain may be,
much lefs to gnefs at the average. In fome remarkable goad feafons,
very little is required ; in very bad enes, a great deal ia necellury. The
dificiency is {upplied by Irith meal, imported firlt to Clyde, and from
thence by the packets to this parith, or by Dumfries mecal carried coall-
wife to the fame place, and by the conveyance above mentioned, hither.
‘Thefe packets, which go irregularly [rom this parith to Greenock, are,
upon the whale, much againft the intereflt of the country. In the firk
ylace, they are a temptation to all ranks and degrees of people, to pur-
chafe many ufelefs articles, which they could very convenlently difpenfe
with ; and thud they are daily draining the ceuntry of its cath. In the
next place, they are the means of rafing the price of every article for the
ufe of the table, fuch as veal, lamb, hens, eggs, &c.; all which things
are fent from here to Greenock, being always a high and ready market,
'This is particelarly againft tradefmen, and all others whofe tables
depend entirely uren the marketr, having no farms of their own to
fupply them. ‘To difpefc of thefe articles is a [ufficient excufe, and
the conveniency of the packet a firpng enough inducement to a oum-
ber of young perfons of too much curiofity to pay frequent vilits te
Greenock and Port-Glafgow, idle away their time, fometimes f2l] inta
bad company, and often fpend more money before they return, than rhe
value of the cargo they carried abroad with them, At heid, they do but
cxchange the ufeful commodities they hed to difpofe of for things trifling
and foperfivous, which ferve to keep up the extravagande of drefe, and
are of no rcal advantage. Had the panth been, indeed, a place of trade,
or manufaure, packees would certainly be ufeful, and even necefiary;
bot this noz being the cale, peither likely to be fo, either lefs or more
it ia difficalt to fay what good end shey ferve; and their hurt to the

couniry is wifible in many refpeéls,
Wagey
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Manufaliure and Fifberies.—There is a {mall guane
tity of kelp made yearly in the S. end of the parifh,
upon the eftate, and near the feat of the family of La-
mont of Lamont, for which the proprietor gets a year-
ly rent. Few hands are employed to make fo {mall a
quantity. The herring-fithing takes up a great part of
the time, and employs almoft all the young men, and
many of the married men, in this parifh, during the fea-
fon of it ; which commonly begins in July and ends
about Chriftmas. There are 21 open boats belonging
to the parith, each manned with 4 hands, and conflant.
ly employed in catching herrings, in Lochfine, on the
E. coaft of Kintyre, or the coaft of Arran, in Clyde,
Lochlong, or wherever elfe they may appear upon the
coaft ; and for feveral feafons paft have been pretty fuc~
gefsful. Their common haunt is the E. coaft of Kin«
tyre and Lochfine, but they areto be found occafionally in
the other lochs mentioned. They' generally make in a
feafon from gol. to 106l. each bdat ; and fome of the moft
fuccefsful ones, perhaps, aboveé 120l ; fo that they have

from

Wager and Price of Lalour.—Servants wages are high. A man fervant
gets from 2l 204, to 41 48, in the half year, with vituals and fhoes,
A maid fervant frem 3. Xvu. to 2l 28, with viuals, fhoes, and forme
other perquifites, the half year. A day-labourer gets from 64d. to 8 4d.,
with vi@uals, the day; from 1e. to 14d., without vi®tuals. A woman
working by the day gets from 44d. to 6d. and vi&uals, and from 64,
to §d. without vidluals, A tsilor gets §d. the day, with vidtuals: a
thoemaker 8d. for the pair fhoes, and vidtuals: a wright s and wic-
tuals; a carpenter and a fawer the fame. Weavers, as in all other places,
are paid by the yard, and according to the Snencfs of the cloth. Befides
wages being fo high, labonrers are remarkably fcarce, efpecially in har-
veft ; and this is owing to the herring-fithing, which in at that feafon at
its height, and which the people here glways prefer to sny other kind
of work, being lefs toil, and more gain —Services are not abolithed
in the parifh by any of the refiding heritors. They sre feldom, how-
gver, exacted with fuch rigeur as to do matcrial injury to the tenants
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from 1cl. to 241. to the fhare, the boat having an equal
dividend with each of.the hands. Thefe are only the
amoft fuceefsful, and who attend the fithing clofely from
the beginning to the end of the feafon. There are
imany others who follow the trade, but having alfo a
imall ifhare of a farm or a butt, give ouly a partial
attendance ; and.the fhares of thefe are generally found
at the end of the {eafon to be very inconfiderable. Be-
fides the number of hands thus employed at home in
this trade, there is a great number, of both married and
lunmarrie& men, who go to the North Highlands aboard
of the bounty veffels, and their wages in general are
from 11, 5. to 1l. 16s. a month, with a barrel or half
a barrel of herrings, according to the time they are out.
The veflels they go aboard of, are thofe which fail from

Greennck Port-Glafgow, and Rothfay.

Inns.—There are X1 inns or public-houfes in the pa-~
rith., Two of them are flated, but all of them in very
bad repair, and fo exceedingly ill kept, that a traveller
can fecarcely get a decent bed, or a comfortable break.

faft, in the befl of them.

a

Roads and Bridges.—There are only 3 fmall bridges
in the parifh, and the roads are Excaeding bad; notwith-
itanding a good deal of money has been from time ta
time expended upon them, they are in fome places even
impaflable. This is partly owing to the very great
length of the line, and the extreme difficulty of making
it, and partly to the employing hitherto of country
people for making them, who did not underftand the
bufinefs. By thefe ignorant undertakers, a grear deal

?}as been blocked out, and no part propesly finifhed ;
' 5 and
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and when thofe parts which were thought to be made,
were negle@ed for a few years, and allowed to fall intor
difrepair, they became the worilt of the whole, at leaft,
fofter than what has remained untouched. The length-
of the principal line, from the public road at the head
of Lochfine, to the 5. point of this parith at Aird La-
mont, may, at a moderate computation, be reckoned
gbove 40 miles. Of that more than the half is now
completely finithed through the parith of Kilmorich and
the . united parithes of Strachur aasd Stralachlan, and
they are now working towards the borders of this
parith ; as there is a proper undertaker pow em.
ployed, we hope the remaining part will be finithed
next feafon. It is alfo intended to look out for an un-
dertaker to contract for the bridges, which will be many
in number, but none of any great fize ; without which.
the roads, however good, would be entirely ufelefs, as
there are many fmall waters impaflable to wheecled ma-
chines. Befides this great line, there is another crofs
road through this parith, which is now nearly finithed.
It comes off from the great line from Inverary to
Campbeltown near Lochgilphead, croffes Lochfine at the
ferry of Otter, traverfes this parith near the N. end;
that of Glendarual at the low or S. part of it; enters
the parifh of Inverchaolan at Lochftravon-head, and
comes to the Clyde at Dunoon, a vi]lag,e on the Cowzal
fide, about 6 miles from Greenock.

Farbours.——There are no real harbours on the coaf®
of this parifh. The befl anchorage places are in the
Kyles of Bute, which, as was already obferved, is =a
narrow found that divides this parith from that ifland.

In 2 variety of places upon either fide of that found, =
veilel
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veflel of almoft any burden may ride {afe enough at an-
chor from any wind that blows. There is pretty good
anchorage alfo at the ferry of Otter, already mentioned,
although not fo well fheltered as the Kyles of Bute.

Ferries.—There are 3 ferries ; one, already mention~
ed, at Otter, near the N. end of the parifh, acrofs Loch~
fine to the parith of Kilmichael, in the diftri&k of Argyll.
At this ferry, the loch is fuppofed to be near a league
broad, and the fare is 3d. Sterling each man ; gd. each
horfe. It is badly attended on either fide as to hands and
boats; and at the inns very ordinary accommeodation is to
be had, when the traveller happens to be ftorm-ftaid, This
is very furprifing, and much to be regretted, as it is
very much frequented, being on the very public line of
road from all that part of Argyllfhire lying on the N.
‘W. fide of Lochfine, to Cowal, Greenock, Port-Glafgow,
and all the adjacent parts of the Low Country. The
other 2 ferries, are one from Bute to this pariih, acrofs the
Kyles, and the other from this parifh acrofs Lochfine on
the line of road from Rothfay, in Bute, to Tarbert, a
village on the W, of Lochfine, about half way from In-
verary to Campbleton. This line is not near fo pub-
blick as that through the N, end of the parifh ; and the
ftate of the:ferries is much the fame, only the houfes

are rather worfe.

Church, Stipend, &c.~The church was repaired, or al~
moft rebuilt in the year 17 5g, and is now little more than
half-feated ; but had it been entirely and properly finifth-
ed within, it would only accommodate two-thirds of the
congregation, even in {ummer, when they come out im

the greateft numbers. In winter there is room enough,
' 2s

F
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us it is, for 21l that can attend ; owing to the parifh be=
ing fo long and narrow, and the roads fo bad, all the
people in the extremities, and the old and feeble through-
out the whole, muft be content to ftay at home. When
we confider, that, fome time ago, the parith was much
more populous, and the church fcarcely fo well feated,
it is difficult to guefs how the congregation could be at
all accommeodated ; unlefs we fuppofe, they did not then
affemble fo regularly as now. Indeed, if we judge from
the proportion which the colle&tions of thefe times bear
to thofe of our own time, it favours much the {fuppo-
fition ; hefides that we have the teftimony of many cld
men to confirm the fame. The church ftands in need
now of a fecond repair, which it is to be hoped it will
foon have. The living is § chalders oat meal, Dutch
weight, 8 ftone to the boll; 1 chalder barley, Linlithe
gow meafure ; with 271 13s. 83d. Sterling in money,
including the allowance for communion elements. Mr,
Lamont of Lamont is patron. The manfe was built in
the year 1746, and has never been a {fufficient houfe.
It has got a partial repair in the year 1781, and ftands
now very much in need of another; although it is to
be hoped the heritors will rather build a new one, than
repair fo bad a houfe. The glebe, including the garden,
area of the manfe and office-houfes, is 3 acres, 2 roods,
and 12 perches. Three-fourths of an acre of that are
mofs, which the prefent incumbent has attempted to
drain and improve at confiderable expenfe, but which
he defpairs of ever feeing arable ®.

Vor. XIV. I1 Poor

*
* The grals having never hitherto been defigned, the minifter has a
fervitude of 2z cows grals, and a horfe grals, on the farm of Kilfinan,

whercon ftands his manfe, church, and glebe. It would have been much
mere
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Poor and Schools—The number of poor upon the fels
fron-roll at prefent is 29. But there are a great many
others, who, although they are not confidered fo very
indigent as to have a claim upon the funds, yet go about
begging among the tenants as often as the reft, and are
as liberally fupplied. The only permanent fund in the
parilb, for their fupply, is 1cs. Sterling, being the year-
Iy intereft of money mortified for their behoof, in the
vear 1737, by # Mr. Lamont of Kilfinan, who granted
his bond to the feflion for payment of the above fum,
yearly, in all time coming ; together with the various
colletions made at church on Sundays, at marriages and
baptifms, with fmall dues for proclamations, fornication
fines, and fees paid for the mort-cloth. RBut their prin-
cipal fupport 1s begging : and if the late excellent re-
gulation that required all poor to keep within their
own parifhes, had been properly adhered to, and firan-
gers kept off, our own poor might be tolerably well pro-
vided for. The funds have been hitherto in the ma-
nagement of the feflion; but it is uncertain how long
they will continue fo, as the feflion feems now very
defirous to devolve this trouble upon the heritors ; which
is indeed but reafonable, as they are the perfons who
are liable for the maintenance of the poor *,

The

more for the intereft of the proprictor of the farm and the minifter
- both, that the grafa had been defigned, contiguous to the arable part of
the glebe ; as, in that cafe, the one mighe let his farm to much better
advantage, when freed from the difagrecable burden to which it is now
fubjedted ; and che other, having hiv whole ground together, might en-
clofe and improve it to better purpofe.

® The { flion has been in the ufe of meeting regulaily once 3 year, te
fettle wich the trealurer, and to diftribute among the poor out of their

gapital, in fuch proportions as they could judge mweoft proper, according’
' o to

£ The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



OfF Kilfinan 251X

The parochial fchool is taught at the church. The
falary is gl. 65. 3d. There is befides 4l. 155. 6{d. in=
tereit of mogey mortified for the benefit of the fchool of
Kilfinan, partly by the Mr. Lameont who left the mor.
tification for the poor of the parifh, as already mention.
ed, and partly by a lady whofe name is unknown *.

Population.~—The return to Dr. Webfler in 1755 was
Iiz 1793

to the various neceflitics of the indigent. In cafe of ficknefs or acei-
dental misfortunes happening to any of them, that might difable them
from going about in quelt of fubliftence, they are confidered of from time
to tis-e, the treafurer being appointed to give them fuch fmall donations,
as will be a tempurary relief; and the expenfes of their funeral, to =
€ertain extent, are always defrayed out of the funds, when they happen
to die without lcaving a fubje& of their own adequate ta the purpofe,
The prefent incumbent, foon after his admiflion, obferving there was
very hittle cath in the treafury, and confidering, that 108, with any
colledlions, &c. that could be expe®ed, was too precarious a fund for
fuch a pumber of poor as the roll exhibited, fupgefted to the fefion a
rlan of augmenting the trifling fum which they then had in the trea-
fury, by fuch yearly favings as mighc be found conwenient, until the
capital hould ameunt to 200l. The feflion having readily adopted this plan,
the objeft is now nearly accomplithed ; and, after the firft general meeting
of the {eflion, the poor may receive near double the fum they were in
e of getting, Thele {awmings were made only in good and plentiful
fgafons ; and when there happens a fcarcity, or when the price of meal
is wery high, as it 18 this prefent yeor, there is a mecting extraordinary -
held ro diftribute among the poor according to their need

* 'The average number of fcholars, for ten years paft, reckoning from
yv B3, inclufive, is,

For the winter guarter, - - 5% fcholars,
For the [pring ditto, - - 43 ditto,
For the fummer ditto, . - 28 ditto.

In fummer laft, viz. in 1791, there have been only 4 fcholars.
There is another fchool thac has been planted in the parifh feveral
yeras ago, by the Society for I‘mpagating Chriftian Knowledge ; but as
the fchoolmafter dees not receive the accommodation and perquilites re-
gquired by the Society, and in confideration that the pumber of fiholarg
is but {mall, the Society are now talking of taking it a Wy,
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1793 fouls. The prefent incumbent could find no re-
cord in the parifh to fhow its ancient ftate of population
at any period whatever ; not even a catalogue either of
communicants or examinable perfons *. It is certain,
however, from the teftimony of people now living, that
the parifh has been more populous than it now is. The
evident caufes of its decreafe, in point of population,
are, The introduétion of pafturage, inflead of farming,
and conjoining 2 or 3 farms together into one pof-
feflion. By this union of farms, there are poffeflions in
the parifh whereon refided formerly from 12 to 16 fa-
milies, now inhabited only by 1 or a. The fmuggling
bufinefs being at an end, contributed alfo to depopulate
this parifh; the moft of thofe who dealt in it being
baukrupt, were obliged to leave the place in order to
pufh their fortune fomewhere elfe.

If the prices of cattle had continued as high as they
have been for fome years paft, there is reafon to bee
lieve, that the whole of this parifh would foon be con-
verted into fuck paftures as thofe above mentioned ; but
the prices having this year fallen confiderably, and with-
out any profpeét of rifing very fuddenly, owing to the
prefent ftagnation in trade, and the banks having given
up difcounting bills, it is highly probable, that the ra«
pid progrefs of depopulation will alfo receive a propor-
tionable check; and that the proprietors will find it

their

* The caufe of this feems to be, that his immediate predecefior, who
was minilter of the parith upwards of 4 years, was in {uch a bad ftate
of health, as not to be able to examine the people, nor adminifter the
facrament ail that time; and the laft mipifer of the parith, prior to
that period, alfo, was fo fuperannuated, and fell into fuch bad health,
that he was obliged to leave his cherge to an afliftant, fome years before
his death. So that during 9 years prior te the admiffion of the prefent
imcumbent, the facrament was adminiftered only once in the parifh.
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their intereft to let their farms to farmers, inftead of
drovers and fhepherds.

According to an exa&t furvey taken in April 1793,
the number of inhabitants in the parifh of Kilfinan, was
as follows .

Families, - 310 Farmers, - - g3
Souls, . 1417 Sailors and fifhers, - b &
Of thefe under o years, - 342 Wrights, - 7
From I3 to 20 years, - 28z Weavers, - 58
— 20 O 3O, - 200 Vailors, - - 1z
30 1O 402, - 119 Shoemakers, - L ¥ 1
— 40 LD 50, - - 162 lonkeepers, - 1X
— £ to 63, - 120 Millers, - 1
n—— 0 tO 5O, - 107 Cowans, - I%
v 70 L0 E@, - 28 Cottagers, - 5 §-4
a— B0 ta GO, - 25 Smiths, - - 32
—— g2 to 100 - - 3 Flaxdrefler, - Y
Communicants, - 518  Duftiller, - x
Average in families, 4 74-3 1oth. Dyer, and Waulk Miller, 1
All belonging to the Eftablithed Writer, - I
Church. Kelper, - r
Juftices of the Peace, - 2

Divided by their proleilions. Buchelors above 50, - X
Heritors refiding, - & Old Maids aliove 4o, - 21
Minmker, = - X Widowers, - B
Elders and deacons, - 1z Widows, 44

Average of births and marriages for 10 years, preceding Oclober 1742,
ViZ.
Births or Baptifms, - - 449 1-Xoths,
Marriages, - - - Ic 3-1oths.

In the above account of tradefmen, it is proper to
oblerve, that mafters, journeymen, and apprentices, are
all taken into the number, and perhaps fome of them,
who work at times at different trades, may be twice
reckoned, cipecially among the fithers, as many of them

have other trades, at-which they work occafionally, und
fome
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fome have farms, and fo may be reckomed among the

farmers.

Horfes, Cows, and 5he¢p.~—The hories are of various
kinds ; fome of a Low Country breed, fome of the real
Highland kind, and many of a crofs breed between the
two. There were fome Arabian ftone horfes brought
to the neighbourhood, and one of them to this parifh,
fome years ago, which hurt the breed very much; for,
being of a delicate kind, they do not anfwer either the
climate or the keeping, {o well as other horfes. By far
the greateft number, and thofe that {uit the country
beit, are real Highlanders; but they are here rather
{maller in general than the ordinary fize, owing to the
bad keeping. Scarcely the half of the number of horfes
needed in the parifh are reared in it, but bought at the
markets on the N. fide of Lochfine, by jockies, and fold
here to the farmers. Their prices are various, from
§i. to 15l

The cows are neither fo large nor fo handfome as they
are in moft of the neighbouring parifhes, efpecially on the
W. fide of Lochfine ; and this 1s alfo owing to overftock-
ing the farms, and houfing them at night: for they are
all in the houfe at night, young 2ad old, I mean with
the common tenants. bome allo keep a few Low Coun-
try cows, believing that they give more milk; and this
too hurts the breed. The average value of tidy cows
may be about 3l. 10s. ; of dry cows about 2l. 10s.

The fheep are almoft all of the black faced kind, and
are rather diminutive too, owing to the {fame caufe that
was affigned for black cattle being underfized. Of them,
however, there Is not a very principal ftock in the pa-
rifh, as all paftures here are mixed paftures ; the gra.

: Zlerg
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ziers keeping a number of horfes, black cattle, and
theep, together. The {mall white faced Highland kinds
are all gone, which fome think is to be regretted, as
they were undoubtedly better mutton, and their wool
infinitely finer than that of others. They were not
found, however, fo profitable, it feems, as they did not
draw fuch long prices when brought to market.

Number of working horfes in the parifh, 272
of black cattle come to full growth, 1963
mem—e of fheep ditto, - - 5476
of fwine, - - - . Gs

Few of the {wine are reared in this parith, but bought
in from other parifhes in fummer or beginning of har-
velt ; and they are feldom kept longer than wull win-
ter, when they are fattened moftly upon potatoes, and

killed.

Coal and Fuel.—The fuel made ufe of in this pariih
by all the common people, and moftly by the better {ort,
is peats ; which, as they lie generally at an exceeding
great diftance, and the roads to the meofles bad, are re-
markably troublefome and expenfive. The mode of
carrying them home is, by many, in bags in back loads,
by fome in creels upon cars or fledges; and by a few,
where the ground 13 more level, or where the roads
happen to be better attended to, vpon carts. The mak-
ing, preparing, and leading of thefe peats confumes the
greateft part of the people’s time in fummer; and too
often, in fpite of all their labour and attention, they
lofe the moft of them, from the wetnefs of the climate,
and the foftnefs of the roads. The lairds, and others
who can afford it, have generally fome coals befides
their peats, aad fome burn very litde but coals. Thefe

coals
7
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toals are carried by water from Glafgow or Irvine ; and
notwithftanding the freight being very high, they are
reckoned, upon the whole, efpecially now that the duty
is taken off them, cheaper than peats; and it would
undoubtedly be the intereft of the tenants, who have
mofitly boats of their own, to carry coals from Glafgow,
rather than lofe their time, snd {poil their horfes work«
ing at peats. The freight from Glafgow is generally
between 2s. and 2s. 6d. the fingle cart; but thofe who
take a great cargo, and employ gaberts, get them a little

chl:apcr.

Antiguities.—There is nothing remarkable of this
kind to be feen in this parifh, excepting cairns, duns,
and borradhs. Thefe cairns, of which there are but
few in this parifh, are large piles of ftones heaped to-
gether, where battles are fuppofed to have been fought,
and where heroes fell, and are buried. In many parts
of the Highlands, where they are to be {feen, tradition
is very diftinét concerning them, and generally the name
of the perfon or perfons put to death flicks to the cairn.

Duns are very numerous, not only in this, but in 2ll
parifhes in the Highlands. They are a row of large
flones put together, generally in a circular form, on the
top of confpicuous hills, not far from, and always in
fight of one another. In this parifth, where as many of
them are to be feen, in proportion to the extent of the
place, as any where we know ; they are generaily on
hills of a conical figure. They are fuppofed to have
been places for kindling fires on, for the purpofe of
warning the country, and fummoning the people to ai-
femble for the common defence, on the fudden appear~

ance of an encmy.
Borra
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Borra or borradh, is alfo a pile of flones, but differs
from a cairn in many refpefts, viz. in external figure,
being always obleng in internal conftruétion, and in its
fize and defign. There are 2 veftiges of them in this
parifh, which, although they are mofilly now dilapidated
for building of houfes and walls, yet {o much remain of
each, as to fhow diftin@ly what they once were. The one
of them, which is the largeft, is about 13 mile N. from
the parifk church, a little above the great line of road,
on the top of an eminence, near a mofs. This immenfe
pile of ftones was, till laft fummer, near 40 yards long,
of confiderable breadth, and amazing depth. -t the
bottom, from the one end to the other, there was 2
number of fmall apartments or cells, end to end, each
made up of 5§ or 7 large flags. Xach cell was about 6
feet long, 4 broad ; and fuch of them as remained to be
feen in our time, about § feer high. One large flag
made up each fide ; and another, which was generally
of a curved figure, to throw off the water, covered it for
2 roof: the end fometimes was made up of 2, and an
open between them wide enough for a man to fqueeze
himfelf through : fomectimes there was only 1 flag in the
end, and only half as high as the fide flags, fo that the
entry was over it; and in thefe there were only 5 flags.
They were generally built on an eminence, where the
fall of the water was from thence on either fide; and
when that was not the cale, the cells were at {ome dif-
tance from the bottom of the pile or borradh. The
cells were not always in a fltraight line from end to end,
but they were always {fo regular, as that the fame com-
munication pervaded the whole *,

Vor. XIV. KKk About

* There are various conjeétures about their ufc and defign  Some

think they were burying places for the athes of heroes and great war-
riors,
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About 3 miles S. from the church, and not far from
the fea, is to be feen the foundation, and a {mall part
of the wall of a chapel, furrounded by a church-yard,
on a imall field called Ardmarnock, 7. e. St. Marnock’s
Field. In this church-yard was found, fome years ago,
a ftone very prettily cut, and a long infcription on it, as
the people who f{aw, think, in Latin: but they were fo
fenfelefs as to make ufe of the ftone in building a houfe
on the farm. About 300 yards above this chapel, on
an emincnce, a cell, and part of another, appears in the
end of a pile of ftones or borradh, exaétly fimilar to,
but much [maller than the one I have been defcribing.

From what remains of this caira or borradh, it feems
to

riors, and hutnan bon:s have heen often found in them. Others believe
them to have been concealed beds or ﬂ:uli:ing places for robbers and
plunderers. The obje&ion to this 1s, the confinement in fuch fmall
apartments, and the probability of their being found out by the fmoke
of their fire, and, in cafe of being found, the certainty of being put to
death, as there could be no poflibility of efcape. Another opinier, fully
as likely, ie, that they were places of defence for herds, who were fent
at 2 diftapce with the cattle, for the [ake of clean grafs, to defend them
at night from wolves, and other wild beafts, which at that time over-
ran the country. For my own part, I mufl acknowledge, that I am nct
fatisfied with any of thefe conjectures, hut think it much more probable,
that they were places of concealment, not for plunderers, bat for booty.
It is a well known faét, that it was a very gcneral cuftom among the
inhabitants of the Highlands, and that too ar no very remote pericd,
that a party of one clan fhould arm themielver, and repair to a dils
tant country, plunder and carry off the effedts and cattle of fome othey
clan ; and if they were fortunate enough to efcape the purfuit, and to
bring them to their own country in fafety, they immediately faughtered
them, falted them it their own hides, and concealed them the beft way
they could. Is it mot likely enough that' the places above mentioned
were contrived for this purpofe ! Indeed, any perfen who has feen
them, muft, 1 think, allow they were as fuitable for this defign as could
well be imagined ; for being furrounded with wood, as they all wgre,
and covered over with heath or grafs, they appeared fuch a natural pro-
tuberance, that they could not be fulpeéted as artaficial,
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to have been only about 20 yards long; and the cells,
from the fample that is to be feen, were alio fmaller
than thofe in the other mentioned *.

There are a few Druidical flones to be feen in the
parifh, with fome traces of thofe circular rings of ftones
fuppofed to have been their places of worthip. It is
unneceflary to mention, that thefe Druidical flones are
moftly very long, and ftanding perpendicular. OCne of
thofe in this parifh is among the higheft, perhaps, in
the country.

On a rocky point, on the coaft of Lochfine, about a
mile below the church, is to be feen the veftige of 2
building called Caiffeal Mbic Eobbuin, i. ¢. M‘Ewen’s
Caftle. It was a wide, but irregular building, neither
fquare nor circular, perhaps nearer a pentagon than any
other plan : it does not appear to have been built with
any kind of mortar ; but, from the quantity of rubbifh,
it muft have been of a confiderable height. This M*Ewen
was the chief of a clan, and proprietor of the northern
divifion of the parifh, called Otter. His pofleflion of it
muft have been of very remote antiquity ; for there is

Kk 2 no

* There 1s a tradition in the country, which has wonderfully obtained uni-
verfal cradit 3 that the entire eell thar is to bz feen in this borradh was the
place where 5t. Marnock ufed to retire for the purprica of devotlon, saftmg,
and penanance, and likewife where he heard confeffions ; which very much ex-
cited my curichity, as well as that of many others, to lee it. But upon vi-
fiting the placs, and viewing the ¢zll, 1 could not but wunder at the wnac-
countable credulity of thofe whe could believe fuch an unlikely flory. For
the very fize of it is fuch, that 5t. Marnock muft have been & very litle
man, as wzll as the peifon confefling, to ind room in it, unlels in a very ank-
ward pofture., It is therefure moft likely, that the idea had been adopted fram
its vicinity to the clhapel above mentioned, dedicated to St. Marnock. For my
own part, § am much mors difpefed to think, that, inftead of its being the
cell of a faint, it is more likﬂy to have been the den of a thief; | mean a

place contrived by plunderers, as I have laid above, for concealing theic booty,
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no record nor tradition that fays who poffeffed the pro«
perty before them. Many of the clan ftill refide upon
the eftate.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—All the lands in this pa-
rifh are thirled to certain mills, to the extent of the 16th
part of the ouats, the xath part of the barley. They
are alfo obliged to have their fmith-work done by cer-
‘tain fmiths ; which has a bad effe&, as it tends to make
thefe tradefmen lazy and inattentive ; indifferent whe-
ther they do their work fufficient or otherwile, being
fure, that the people cannot employ any but themf{elves.
In the northern diftriét, they are obliged to pzy full
multure to the miller, even for the barley they fell to
diftillers out of the parifh ; which is a very great hard-
fhip to the farmer, when there is not one in the lands
perhaps to buy it. There are no manufaltures carried
on in this parith, and probably never will, on account
of the fcarcity of the fuel, which 1s one of the greateft
difadvantages the inhabitants lie under. Another dif-
advantage 1s the want of a regular poft and poft-office
in the neighbourhood, having none nearer than Inve-
rary, which is near 30 mile: from fome parts of this
parith., This puts us to the expenle of cmploying a
runner once a-week ; and the neighbouring parifh of
Glendarual is in the fame fituation. Glendarual is a
very centrical place for a poft-office, for the whole of
the low part of Cowal, 2nd in the middle of a firaight
line of road between Inverary and Rothfay. It would
be a very general good to plant a poft-office there, and
the commerce between the two places could afford not
only to pay the poift, but would probably return fome
revenue to government.—-Superftition is lofing ground

im
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in this parifh pretty falt, although not in the fame pro~
portion, perhaps, as it has done on the N. fide of Loch-
fine. We cannot afcribe this to a more likely caufe,
than that formerly it may have prevailed more in thefe
parts, and that the clergy have on that account thought
it neceflary to be at great pains in rooting it out, There
is one pernicious praftice that prevails much in this
parith, which took its rife from this fourcs, which 1is,
that of carrying their children out to baptifin the firk
or fecond day a‘ter birth. Many of them, although
they had it in their option te have their children bap-
tized in their own houfes, by waiting one day, prefer
carrying them 7 or 8 miles to church, in the woril wea-
ther in December or January, by which folly they too
often facrifice the lives of their infants to the phantom
of fuperftition. It is not recorded, that any native oi
this parifh has been executed for any crime whatever.
There have been 2 f{uicides abont 20 years ago. The
language moft commonly f{poken in this parith is the
Gracelic, although not in that degree of purity and per-
f=Ction as on the N. fide of Lochfine. Almoft all the
names of places are derived from it, and are, in general,
defcriptive of their appearance and fituation, The prc-
ple 1n general are of a middle ftuture, rather thicker in
proportion to their height than the inhabitants of the
Low Country. They are more attached to a feafaring
Iife than to hufba.ndry; and although pretty often at
fea, they ore in general fober. There is plenty of fiflh
of various kinds to be found in Lochfine ; fuch as cad,
{from 1 to § lb. weight; whitings from 1 to 3 lb. ; had-
dock from 1 to 4 lb.; plenty of feath of different fizes,
and lk.te in abundance. About the S. point of the pa-
rith, plenty of lobiters and partens or crabs : mackerel is

{fometunes,
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fometimes, but feldom, to be found upon the coaft. There
is a good deal of falmon in the loch ; but there is no
falmon draught in this parith. All the kinds of fea-
fowl common to the Highlands, and of the moorfowl
alfo, excepting tarmagans, frequent this parith. The
tarmagan 1s a bird, although very tame, or rather flu.
pid, yet is never to be found but in very high hills,
and where the grals is pretty clean. He has a wonder-
ful averfion to theep walks., There are various kinds
of migratory birds, fuch as the fcale drake, widgeon,
folon goofe or gannet, barnacle, {fwan, wild goofe, fter-
ling, teel, king’s fither, ficldfare, ftone-chatter, green
plover, lapwing, cuckoo, fwallow, woodcock, fnipe,
with a great variety of other feafowl, fuch as allan,
hawk, fcarts, cormorants, and many kinds of duckers.
All the flated houfes in the parifh habited and unin-

habited, are 13.

’ NUMBER
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