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NUMBER IV,

PARISH oFr SLAMANNAN, oz 831,
LAURENCE. ‘

(Courntr oF STIRLING, SYNOD oF LoTHIAN AND TWEED.
DALE, PRESBYTERY OF LINLITHGOW.)

By the Rev. Mr. JaMis MacNaIR.

IN the year 1470, and reign of James II., it is faid,

that Lord Livingftone obtained a charter, under the
great feal, of the Jands of Slamannan. His Lordlhip’s
fucceflors, the Earls of Linlithgow, and laft of Callander,
feued out thefe lands to different perfons, the fuperiority
of which continued in that noble family till the year
1415, when they were forfeited, together with the patro.
nage of the church, and became the property of the
crown. But whether the forefaid charter contained a
grant of all the lands, or only a part, may be uncertain,
as the papers of many of the proprietors bear, that their’
lands were feued from Lord Torphichen. And as thefle

lands are all fucken to one mill, and the reft of the lands
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Of Slamannan, or St. Laurence, i)

to another mill, though they are inter{perfed together,
it 15 probable, that Lord Torphichen once had z right to
one half of the lands of Slamannan, and the Earl of Cal-
Jander to the other.

Name—Though this patilh bears both the names of
Slamannan and St. Laurence, yet the fifft of thefe is now
univerfally ufed. I find the laft only ufed in the old re-
cords of feflion, and in the prefentation iffued forth by
his majeity, who is patron of the church, where the
words are, * the church and parifk of Slamannan, other-
“ wife St. Laurenge ;”* from which I am apt to think,
that St. Laurence was not the name of the parifh, but
pnly of the church. It wasoriginally a prebend ; and as
a great many old places of worfhip were called by the
names of particular faints, this might be called by the
name of this faint. There is an excellent {pring of wa-
ter a little te the fouth~-eafl of the church, which ft:ll
goes by the name of Laurence Well ; but what the ori-
gin of the word Slamannan is, like moft other proper
names, is very uncertain, and merely conje&ural. Some
fay, it derives its origin from the following circumftance.
When the Earl of Callander and Linlithgow, to whom it
belonged, firft fent up his fervant to plough part of it,
(it being formerly a barren moor), he afked his fervant,
how it would work ; to which he anfwered, it would
flay man and mare. Others again fuppofe, that from its
vicinity to the Caledonian Wood, it had often been the
fcene of battle, where many had been flain. And to
frengthen this opinion, there is, upon the {outh-fide of
the church, at a little diftance, a fmall hill, which is call.
ed Caftle Hill, where, they fay, anciently ftood a caitle.
There are no remains of it now, only the farm-houfe up-
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3o Statifiical Account

on the welt fide of it, goes by the fame namz. And a
ittle to the eaftward of this hill, there is another rifing
ground, where there is the veftige of a trench, and which
goes by the namne of Killhills, becaufe of the number, it
15 fuppofed, that were killed there. Befides, there were
anciently here, 2 cones of earth, abour ¢5 yards diftant
from one another, which are fuppofed to have been raifed
as monuments of peace, like the 2 at Dunipace ; the one
of them ftill {tands, and is evidently artificial ; the other
was levelled, and the church of St. Laurence built upon
it. Thefe circnmftances, and the names of thefe places,
together with others at no great diftance, fuch as Bal-
caftle, Balquhat{tom, &-c., give fome foundation for the
Juppofition, that there muft have been many {lain here g
and hence, probably the name Slamannan. Others {ay, that
the name is Gaelic, and fignifies the Blind Man’s Valley,
there being a valley upon the north fide of the church
from E. to. W., where the river Avon runs. But as in
all the old writings, the word is univerf{ally fpelt Slaman-
nz, without the laft #, there gppears a great fimilarity in
‘the two laft {yllables to the word Dalmeny ; and I think
it very probable, they may be of the fame original. Now,
Dr. Robertfon, in his account of the parith of Dalmeny,
days, that the word Dalmeny fignifies black heath; from
svhich I am apt to think, that Slamanna muft fignify
fome kind of heath, perhaps brown or grey, or long
theath, for the parifh hath sll ﬂriginally been covered

«with heath.

Situation and Extent.—-This parifh lies in the fthire of
Stirling, and is the moft foutherly parith in it. Nigh the
N. W. end of the parifh, there 1s a point where the three

4hires of Stirling, Dunbaston and Lanark meet ; and at
the
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Of Slamannan, or St. Laurence. g1

e S. W. end, the fhires of Stirling and Lanark meet
with the fhire of Linlithgow. It coniifts of the old pa-
rith of Slamannan, and a part annexed from the parih
of Falkirk. The original parith of Slamannan is from
4 to § miles in length, and from 2 to 3 in breadth, and
lies upon the fouth fide of the water of Avon, which
anciently feparated it from the extenfive parifh of Fal-
kirk, which lay upon the north of the Avon ; but about
the year 1730, there was a divilion made of the pariih of
Falkirk, when the whole parith of Polmont was taken off
it, and alfo a part of it annexed to the parifh of Slaman-
nan, The partannexed to this parifh lies immediately upon
the north fide of the river, and is nearly of the fame
length with the old parith, and about one mile broad ; fo
that the prefent parifh of Slamannan, including the annex-
ation, will be from 4 to § miles in length, and from 3 to

4 in breadth.

River and Locks.—The river Awvon, which runs
through this parith, from W. to E., takes its rile from a
loch in the parith of Cumbernauld, called ¥Fanny Side
Loch. It immediately receives a confiderable addition
from a fmall rivulet which takes its rife from a mofs i
the Eaft Monkland parith, about 2 miles diftant, and
which fome think is more properly the head of the Avon.
Certain it is, there is a farm-houfe very near that mofs,
where this rivulet comes from, which i1s called Avon-
Head. There are alfo 3 lochs in this parith ; one in the
north fide of the annexation, called the Ellridge Loch,
which fupplies a corn mill with water, and falls into the
water of Awvon ; the other two are upon the S. W. fide
of the old parifh, called the little and the great Black
Lochs ; the one of which, namely the little Black Loch,
runs E., and the other, the great Black Loch, which is

Veor. X1V. L about
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82 Statifiical Account

about half a mile W. from the other, and lies upon the
boundaries of this and the Eaft Monkland pariitk, runs
Vi. It hath lately been made a refervoir to the great
canal between the Forth and Clyde, by the run of the
water of Calder, by which it 1s carried into the Monkland
canal, and from that, by a cut near Glafgow, conveyed
into the large canal. There are fome trouts in the wa-
ter of Avon, and alfo in the 2 Black Lochs, and fome
perches and ecls ; but none, I believe, in the Ellridge

Loch.

Valuation and Rent.~—The valuation of the old parifh,.
in the cefs-books, 15 234091, 11s. #d. Scots, and the annual
rent in the year 1771, was eftimated at xo4¢cl. §s. Ster=
ling. The valuation of the annexation is rc66L 13s. 1d.
Scots, and the annual rent, in the year 1791, was elti-
mated at g§2%i. Sterling. There are, at prefent, in the
parith, 28 refiding, and 25 non-refiding heritors ; and in
the annexation, 6 refiding and 13 non-refiding ; fo that
the whole number of heritors is 42. The moft of the-
refidiag heritors farm their own lands, ¢xcept a few, who
have confiderable propcrty ; in which cale, they let part
of it to tenants. And thefe lands have been in poffeffion
of the fame families for many generations, perhaps fince

firft feued out.

Soil.—The arable lands on each fide of the Avon, for
about half a mile, are of a light free foil ; and, if proper-
ly prepared, would produce very good crops, almoft of
any grain. LThefe are inter{perfed with haughs and mea.-
dows, which are of a rich loamy foil. The haaghs pro-
duce good crops of cats, and the meadows very good
natural grafs, which is made into hay, and is excellent

feeding for black cattle in winter. Some of thefe lands
are
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Of Slamannan, or St. Laurence. 83

are let at 1l. the acre, but the meoit of them at half of
that. The foil lying farther off the water for about a2 mile,
is of a flrong hard clay, and does not produce fo good
crops as the lands above deferibed. The rent of thefe
lands may be about %s. 6d. the acre. The feil in the ex-
tremity of the parifhis of a very black molily bottom, and
produces bad crops; as the lands lie interfperfed amongft
mofles, the crops feldom come to perfeion. The farm-
ers mzke moft by raifing young cattle and by milk, the
grals not being fit for fattening them. The 2 firft kinds
of foil defcribed, may be, and fomeof it 1s improved, but
the laft not capable of much.

The farms here are generally {mall, few of them be..
ing equal to a ploughgate ; the moft of them only the
half, and fome not fo much. The higheft rent of a
ploughgate does not exceed 3cl. Sterling. They uni-
verfally make ufe of the old Scotch plough, and gene-
rally have the one hzalf of their ground tilled, and the
other lying in natural grafs. "They let it lie commonly
for 3 years, and then plough it for other 3 years. It 1s
generally milch cows they feed upon their ground, with
a feww young ones to fupply the place of the old ones;
but there are few or no fheep, the foil being rather wet
and mofly, and therefore not f{o favourable for them.
Their wives and daughters, together with a fervant,
take care of the milk, of which they make a good
deal of butter and cheefe, and by which the tenants ge-
nerally pay the moft of their rent.

Produce.~The foil produces pretty good flax, not very
fine in quality, but ftrong and good of its kind, though they
ieldom raife more of it than is for their own ufe. There
15 alfo forae bear raifed, but the principal produce is oats.
Sometimes they fow grals feeds with their bear; but
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84 Statiffical Account

little of the ground being enclofed, it is much deftroved
by the cattle in the winter, when they are allowed to
go at large. The want of proper enclofures, with plan.
tations, 1s a great hindrance to the improvement of the
country. Allo they lie at a good diftance from lime,
but not indeed at fo great a diftance, as that the roads
are very bad. They are about & or 7 miles from the
lime-works of Torphichen or Bathgate, and about the
fame diltance from thofe of Cumbernauld. Another
great obflacle to the regular improvement of the parith
is, that a great number of the proprietors occupy their
own lands ; and though they and their families live very
comfortably and independently upon the produce, yot
they cannot {par¢ any money to lay out in improve-
ments, However, there are fome of them who are bhoth
planting and enclofing more of their ground, and making
their roads a great deal better. They have, efpecially
af late, made a road through a mofs, called Mofs Candle,
more than a mile in length, between this and Falkirk,
which makes the communication much more ealy ; and
the propofed road between Edinburgh and Glafgow, by
Bathgate and Airdrie, it is expefted, will be of confi-
derable fervice to this part of the country.

Population, &c.~~According to Dr. Webfter's report,
the population in 1%55 was 120¢9. Xhe number of in.
habitants in this parith at preflent i1s 1e10; of whom
there are 466 males, and §44 females: and of thefe
there are 263 under 1o years of age; 254 between 10
and 20; 317 between 20 and 50 ; 126 between §o and
40 ; 39 between 70 and 8o; and 2 above 8c. There
are 223 families, including fingle perfons who keep

houfes by themfelves; 312 married pexfons; 6 bache-
lors,
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Of Slamannan, or St. Laurence. 85

fors, or unmarried men; and 2o unmarried women
above 40 years of age; there are alfo 17 widowers and
42 widows, The inhabitants of the annexation were
always confidered to be nearly equal to one half ef the
eld parith ; at prefent, however, they are a great deal
lefs, being only 372, and the old parifh being 738. This
is owing chiefly to fome of the farms in the annexation
being of late purchaled by Mr. Forbes of Callander,
which are lying in grafs, and the houfes uninhabited.—
Since April 1988, there have been about 139 births,
and 47 marriages. There has been no regular regifter
of the deaths kept ; but, by comparing the roll of the
prefent year with the one taken up in 1988, I find there
are about 50 who have died fince that time. Upon an
average, therefore, the births each year may be about
32 ; the marriages 1o ; and the burials 18.—~There are
no manufaftures carried on in this parith, nor is there
any village im it; the few houfes which are near the
church not deferving that name. The moft of the inha-
bitants are farmers, cxcept a few employed in the other
neceflary bufineffes of life ; fuch as weavers, tailors,
fmiths, &e¢. But thefe are only employed in thefe
branches by the inhabitants of the parith; and there.
fore there are only fuch a number of them as are fuffi~
cient for the parilh. There are about g fmiths, 1o ma-
fons and joiners, 12 weavers, 12 fhoemakers, 3 tailors,
3 millers, and x lint.miller, 3 flax-dreflers, 3 public-
houfes, and a few coal-hewers., Thefle laft are employ-
ed by the Carron Company, and are fometimes more
numerous than at other times. There were more than
20 of them about 2 years ago, and at prefent there are
not more. than 5. There is ¢ clergyman and 1 fchool-
mafter; but no furgeon nor writer. There are about

X § heads
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858 Statiffical Account

1§ heads of families conneéted with the Scecdlion, making
in all, with their families, about 78 perfons, but many
of their families attend upon the parith church *.

Poor.—The average number of poor upon the feffion
roll is about 12. They ure fupplied hy the colleftion.:
madz on Sunday, together with the intercit of a fmall
fund of about sg4:l., witleut any aflefment. They
generally get from 2s. to 4s. the month, and one ¢s.
Sometimes alfo families, when they are in diftrefls, re-
ceive occafional fupplies as they need. But none of
thele who receive from the feflion are allowed to beg.

Difeafe;.—The moft common difeafe [ have obferved
fince 1 came to this parifh, appears to be the confump-
tion, occafioned not fo much by the conititution of the
mhabitants, as by the colincfs and dampaels of the
houfes. The bad flate of the houfes often brings on
cclds upon thofe that are young and tender, which, if
not {peedily removed, ends in a confumption. It is not
unfrequent alfo for old prople, when confired much to
their houfss, and unable to take that exercife which is

proper for the circulation of the blood, to be troubled
with

#* The vages of an ordinary ploughman are SLan the yowr, wnd fome
of them 1nl. They have nfin very conidiraldy of lite. A vouisan
fervarit gl an the year, and as much ground as fuws half & peck of Lint-
feesl in the fummer hait year. A Jubouring mun afed to be lured ap 6d,
a day, and his meat; Lut now they afk 5d.  As there is no market-town
in the parith, the price of vvres is aswa,s iegulated by Falkirk, which
is thie neareft market-town, and about 5 mades diftant -Thire s plenty
of fuel i the parifh, both coal and peat; but peat is moft generally nicd,
as every perfon hath commonly a 1ight to fuae mefs connelted with the
lands he poflefles, or pays only 1s. for as many as he can caft i a day.
The Carron Company, who work fome pits in the panth, fupplv the
countsy with dil the cosl they need, though molt of the Leiitors hav=s
codl in their own lands.
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Cf Slanannan, or St. Laurence. 8>

with great {wellings in their legs; and not a few have
dicd of the droply, which, it is probable, alfo originates
from the fame caufe. What ftrengthens this opinion,
is, that thefe complaints are more frequent among the
lower clafs of the inliabitants, the few families who
arc in a fuperior flation, and have comfortable houfes,
not being fubjeét to them. Otherwife the people are
gencrally pretty healthy ; and I have obferved iewer
fevers here than in the neighbouring parifhes.

Churel, Stipend, 8xc.~—~The walls of the church were
rebuilt about the year 553 ; but the old feating was
ft1ll continned, which indeed is very old ; many feats
being marked with the year 1632, and fome of them
even {o far back 25 the year 1556. 1t flands, there~
fore, in much need of bemg renewed. When the an-
mexation was joined to this parilh, they were a2llowed
to build an aile, for their own accommeodation, upon the
N. fide of the church, at their own expenfe, and to up-
hold it for 20 years; and the heritors of Slamannan were
bound to upleld the old church for the fame number of
years ; after which they were all to bear any expenfe
upon the church and church-yard walls, in proportion
to their valuations. But as they were otherwife annex-
ed only guoad fucra, they payv no part of the minifter’s
flipend. The King is patron. The ftipend is sol. Ster~
ling 1 moncey, 2 chalders of meal, and 1 chalder of bear,
a manfe and glebe ol about 15 acres. There is alfo 3l.
6s. 8d. for furnithing communion elements, together
with the intereft of 505 merks, which is in the hands
of the feflion. The manfe was built more than 32 years
ago, fince which time it hath not only been freqquently

repaired, but had a confiderable nddition made to it.
N U M-
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