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NUMBER XIL

PARISH or TILLICOULTRY.

{County vF CLACKMANNAN, PRrESBYTERY OF DUuMBLANE,
SYNoD ofF PERTH AND STIRLING.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLriam OsBurn, Minifier.

Etymalogy of the Namne.

Tm: origin of the name is generally fuppofed to be Gae-
lic, and Tillicoultry compounded of the three words, Tallich,
cut and fir.  Thefe words hgnify literally, the mount or bil
at the back ¢f the country, and feem to refer to the Kivk-hill,
and the Cuninghar ; a rifing ground, which begins near the
houfe of Tillicoultry and the old kirk, and runs in a §. E.
direflion till it reaches the Dovan. This rifing ground has
a ftrikingly romantic appearance, as one approaches i,
either from the Eaft or the Weft. And as it interfects a
beautiful plain, which begins at the Abbey-Craig near Stirling,
and extends to Vicar's Bridge, it has juflly been diftinguithed
as the termination of the plain, or ftrath. But the author of
this account hopes he will not be accufed of affefation, if
he ventures to give = Latin derivation, and confiders Tillicoul-
tvy as compounded either of Tellus culta, or Tellus cultoruns

‘ Lei,

2 The University of Edinbargh
Tha Wniversity of Glasgaw



190 Statiftical Account

Dei.  If the firft be adopted, we may fuppole the name took
its rife, from the place having been once in a high ftate of
cultivation, probably from the introduétion of the Italian agri-
culture.. But if the fecond, it may denote the relfidence of
fome of the Culdees, or a place appropriated to the worthip
of God, either by the Culdees or the Druids. For on the
fouth end of the Cuninghar, the rude remains of a Druidical
circle are ftill to be feen, and on the north.eaft extremity of
the riling ground, the old church was fituated. The writer
hereof is no admirer of the Gaelic; but as Gaelic deriva-
tions are at prefent fathionable, and as every place in this
country is fuppofed, by our learned antiquarians, to have an
old Gaelic name, he is afraid little attention will be paid to
thefe Latin ctymologies. It muft, however, be allowed, that
Tillicoultry is no great corruption of Tellus culta, or of Tel

e cultorum Der.

Situatizn.—Tillicoultry 1s an inland country partfh, and
prefents little uncommon or fplendid for defeription. It
comprehends a confiderable part of the Ochils, where thefe
Lills arc higheft ; but the principal part of the parilh lies at
the foot of the hills, verging towards the {fouth. The river

Dovan walhes its banks an the north.

Appearance, Ferm, &c—The appearance of the parith,
whether we view the hills or the plain, is beautiful and plea-
fant. A great part of the low ground is enclofed, and al-
fords a variety of agreeable landfcapes, and the beauty of the
{cene is much encrcafed by the windings of the Dovan,
which in miniature refemble thofe of the Forth. The fhape
of the wholc parifh is a rhomboid or an oblong, which has
the two longeft fides on the E. and W. each meafuring al-

moft 6 Englifh miles. The S. fide of the oblong meafures
near
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near 24 miles, and the N. fide one mile. The low grounds
taken alone form alfo an oblong, the length of the fides
from E- to W. being rather more than 2.} miles, and the
breadth from 5. to N. about 1 mile.

Extent and Elevation.—Tillicoultry confifts of more than
fooo Scotch acres, of which quantity, 4oco are in the
Ochils, and the remaining 200c acres form the low arable
ground at the foot of the hills, and to the fouth of the bank
dykes. About 1109 or 12co acres of arable land, by far the
beft and moft valuable in the parifh, lie between the bank
dykes, at the foot of the hills, and the loweft part of the
banks of Balharty and Coalfnaughton, fouth of the Dovan,
and about 8ec or goo acres lie fouth of the river, from the
foot of the banks. ‘The hills, according to an adtual {urvey,
exclufive of the Mill-Glen farm, contain 2902 acres. The
elevation of the ground, on the north banks of the Dovan;
at the bridge, is not more than 20 feet, or at moft 30 fect
above the level of the Forth, at fpring tides ; and the 5. W.
corner of Tillicoultry, which approaches neareft to that river,
is diftant from it about 3 miles. The ground at Coalfnaugh-
ton is near 300 feet above the Dovan ; and at Balharty itis

about go0 feet.

8oil and Smfm‘e.—-—ﬂﬁ foil is in general dry-field, rich in
quality. When properly taken care of, it bears excellent
crops, both of corn and hay, and gratefully repays the labour
of the husbandman. At the foot “of the hills, the {oll is a
fine quick loam, but not very deep. The crofts are, in many
places, covered with {tones almoft innumerable, {mooth in
their furface, and in general twice as large as a man’s hit.
They appear to be natural to the foil, and not brought thi-

ther by any inundation ; but many entertain a different opi-
nion
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nion. Some farmers think them an advantage to the crops,
as in hot dry fummers they keep the ground moift and cool,
and in winter warm. Vait quantitics have been gathered,
which, in labouring, proves a great eafe both to the plough
and the ploughman. The haughs, near the Dovan, prefent
a deep loam mixed with fand, and the foil is very diffcrent
from that of the crofts. The farm of Gutters is in part clav,
and bears fine crops of wheat as well as other grains, The
lands fouth of the Dovan are much inferior to thofe on the
north fide. In fome places, the foil is a clay, of a cold na-
ture ; in others it is a light loam, mixed with {and and gra-
vel, on 2 till bottom, and in others it is a deep rich loam. A
confiderable part of the ground is covered with heath, and
would not be eafily improved, either for tillage or pafture.
Perhaps the beft improvement would be, to enclofe the
moors, and to plant them with Scotch firs, larches, and o-

ther foreft trecs.

Agriculture.~In the county of Clackmanan, agricultural
improvements are much attended to, and have been brought
to great perfedtion. Richer crops of wheat, barley, or hay,
are {feldom te be met with ; and the ploughs ufed, and the
mode of ploughing, are no where furpafied. A plough and
ploughman were fent this fummer from Clackmannant(hire to
‘Windfor, to give a proper {fpecimen of plowing on his'Ma-
jefty’s farm,

Crops and Multures, $c.—The farmers in Tillicoultry
do not pretend to take any lead in agricultural improvement.
They profit, however, by the obfervations and the practice
of others. Two horfe ploughs arc getting into general ufe,
which are a great improvement in husbandry. 'The crops

principally
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principally attended to, are ocats and barley. 'Wheat is tod
much neglcled, except by Mr Johniton, and even peafe
and beans. Crops of turnmips are feldom to be met with,
and " cabbages are never raifed- in our fields. It is difbeult
to afceitain the rent and produce of the land per acre. The
farms are commonly let at a certain rent in cuminlo, and the
farmers, not knowing the meafure of their ficlds, feldom pay
attention to the produce of particular acress The refult of
many enquiries is, thar an zcre of the beft larid, well manur-
ed, will produce from 7 to 10 bolls of oats, cach boll weigh-
ing 14 or 15 ftone, yielding about a boll of meal. The oats
generally produce 14 pecks of meal, befides paying the mul-
ture, and all other mill-dues. The multure is no lefs than the
13th peck. An acre of the fume land will yield from 7 to
11 bolls of barley, each weigling about 18 or 2o flone. At
an average, however, an acre will not yield above 6 or 7 bolls,
whether of barley or oats. Qur dry-ficld barley is remar-
kably pood, being very thin in the rind 5 and is reckoned, by
maltmen and diftillers, equal to any raifed in the Carle. A
rood deal of wheat has of late been fown in the farm of
Gutters, and an acre commonly produces from 8 to 10 bolls.
Forty bolls of potatoes have been raifed on an acre, and one
farmer in particular had 18 bolls on the 4th of an acre. The
writer of this account had accefs to fee a remarkable crop of
potatocs, raifed in Mr Barclay’s garden, the produce being
no lefs than 105 pecks, or 6 bolls ahd ¢ pecks, raifed from

one peck planted.

Farms, Rents, Paflure, Stock, &' ~—The farms are in general
mall, and there are only 5 tenants whole rent exceeds 5ol
Sterling per annum. A great part of the parifh is inclofed;
and laid down in grafs, and is let annually for {umsher graz-

Vor, XV. Bb ying:
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zing. ‘The rent of farms fluftuates, but grafs parks com-
monly let well. *  The grofs rental of the parith is above
1700l. Sterling, and the valuation is rated, in the old cels
books of the county, at 33801, §-5. 1od. Scotch. There are
in Tillicoultry employed in plowing, carting, and other
country work :

Horfes, - 116 DMilk Cows, - 132
Plnughs - 36 C{Jt[dgf_"ra ditto - 63
Carts - 8o

Hill Farms, Sheep and Wel—The hills have a verdant
and beautiful appearance. They afford excellent pafture for
fheep, and are divided inte § farms. They will maintain
about 3500 fheep ;3 and, at an average, an acre will not only
maintain, but fodder one theep. The pafture is grafs, inter-
fperfed with heath, bent and ling. The heath i3 fhort and
wearing out. The Mill-Glen and Fore-hill farms are infe-

TIOT

% For 1¢ years pait, slmott al} the farma, which have been let, have been ta-
ken by firangers from other parifhes in the neighbourheood, and whoe are Se-
ceders. I the prefent fyflem provail for other 15 years, thie greatell paret, of
not the whole of the parith, will be poflcffed by perfons not belonging to
the ellablifhed church. Tt is but doing juitice to a worthy man, (whole
fweetnefs of temper, benevolence of heart, and gentlemany behaviour, will be
remembgred with pleafure, at leaft while the prefent generation lalls,) to men-
tion, that Mr Barcray Matrveanp improved and beaurdied the parifh in a
high degree, by his numerous inclofures and plantations. His talte and atten-
tion every where appear, Mr ‘Tarr alfo merics praife for s improvements
on the lands of Harvielton, which he has wholly enclofed. He has carried on
his improvements, for many jecars, with much fpiric and judgment, and, it is
prefiumed, with great advantage to himfelf. Hisuniform piaétice has been to
fallow hijs fields, and, after manuriog them well with dung and hme, to fow
them with barley and grals feede. One of his inclolures, which contains §
and a half Scorh acres, has heen let this feafon for grazing, at 4 guingas
per acre, the rent being 231 2 5. Sterling.
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rior to none in the Ochils, for producing excellent mutton
and fine wool. The wood of thefe farms is much fuperior
to that of Bruich and the back hills, as the pafture is natur-
ally much finer., The farms are commeonly f{upplied from
Tweeddale with young fheep of the black-faced kind: the
furmers fometimes breed young fheep, which, on the whole,
they find better, ltronger and more profitable, than thofe
from Tweeddale.  But as the hills are ftormy, they cannot
keep the lambs in winter. . All the Mill Gien farm is good
piflure, but in the reft of the hills, there are near 400 acres
of hittle or no value, as they are covered with channel and
mofs. The very beft white fleeces yield about 4 hib. of wool,
valued at 10d. per pound ; and the beft fmeared fleeces 6 lib.
at 5d. or 6d. The average weight of a white fleece is about
23 lib. and of a {fmeared one, 4 lib The whole of what
was formerly a commont is now the property of Mr Brucek,

except Bruich, which belongs to Mr Tart, and as much as

will maintain 48 fheepn. .

Hills and Minerali —BEncLEUGH, the property of Mr
John{ton, is the higheft in the Ochils, and is 2300 feet a-
bove the level of the Forth at Alloa. The Ochils prefent a
confiderable variety of firata. The fummits of the central
parts, particularly Bencleugh, are compofed of granites, both
red and gray. DMany varicties of thefe are extremely beau-

Bb2 tiful,

§ When Loxp Covrvit feued the eltate, he pave his vailals a right of pal-
toring theep and other cattle on the hills. Saome of them had a limited oum-
ber of theep afligned them, and others an unlimited nomber, In the year
1769, Mr Dancrar MasriLanp commenced & procefs againdt the fcucrs, for
i divifion of the common hill, which contained about joo acres. The pro-
vels was withdrawn {rem the Court of Seflion in 1774, and referred to ar-
biters, and all the feuers difpofed of their property for low mound, er a di=
winution ¢f theig feu-dury, The Mell-Glen wae no part of the common hill,
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1

tiful, and contain large diftiné&t chryftals of black Schors. The
next chain, of which the King's Seat is the highelt, and be-
longs to that clafs called fecondary mountains, confifts of
Urata of Argillaceons Schiffus.  Below this, in various parts,
are found craigs or rocks of Bofaftes, or whinftone. The
Caftle Craig is of this fort, and is peculiarly interefling to the
naturalift, as it is in part compofed of nodules of whin-ftone,
cxhibiting concentric crufts of decompoled bafaltes, like the
coats of an onion, furrounding a harder nucleus. (sarnets
are not uncommon in the micaceous Schiftus, which forms
the fhade between the granitical and argillaceous Schiltus.
There are many veins aof copper in the hills. ¥  JIron-flone,
of an excesding good quality, has been found in many dif-
ferent places. Some veins in Warty-Glen are as rich as any
difcovered in Scotland. The Dovan Company have a leade
of the iron-ftone belonging to Mr Druce, and haye employed,
during the greateft part of this year, 64 niners and 10 wo-
men bearers. At an average, each miner gains 1s. O, per
day, and a bearer 8d. A great many frings, or veins of
vich iron ore of the kidncy kind, have been difcovered in
the hills, equal in quality to any difcovered in this coun-
try, and by no means inferior to what is brought from Eng-
land. Some fmall trials have been made with one of the
veins, and it is to be regretetd thar they are di{continued.

Befides copper, there is a great appearance, in the hills, of dif-
o | ferent

* Somg of thefe were wrought near go years ago, toa very confiderable
extent in the Mill-Glen. Four different kinds of copper ore were dilco-
vered, the thickeft vein of which was about I8 inches. The ore,
when wathed and dreffed, was valued at 501 Sterling per ton. A Convpany
of gentlemen at Londen were the tack(men, and for feveral years employed
%.l:raut somen. After a very great fum of money was expended, the wuiks
::TFI.-? abandoned, as unable to defray the expence.
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ferent minerals,fuch as filver, lead, cobalt, antimony, fulphur,
and arfenie, but no proper trials have yet been made. A fmall
edge ftratum of dark Llue clay, 2% feet thick, was lately
found, which, it i§ thought, will prove exceeding good for
building furnaces, and making fire bricks. There is plenty
of free-ftone of a pood quality for building ; and ftones have
heen cut in the quarries from 8 to 10 feet in length.

Csal.~The whaole parifh, fouth of the hills, abounds with
coal, which is the property of Mr Bruce, except in Mr John-
fton’s eltate. 'The coal has not been wrought to any great
extent, unlels where it is drained by the prefent level. There
are 4 different {feems of coal which the level drains. The
firft s a mixed cherry coal, 3 feet thick, and r2 fathoms
from the furface. The 2d is a rough foft coal of an exc=l-
lent quality, 6 feet thick, and 15 fathoms deep. The 2d
is a remarkably good clean fplint, 2§ feet thick, and 20 fa-
thoms deep. Amnd the 4th, which is reckoned the princi-
pal feam, is about g fect thick, and lies at the depth of 30
fathoms, It is a hard durable fplint well adapted for cxpor-
tation and the foreign market, particularly Holland. Only
the 2d and fourth feams have been wrought 3 4 the roofs are
all good, except that on the 2d feam, where it runs towards
the crop. But it is very valuable, as it contains balls of iron-
ftone in the roof, of an exceeding good quality. Eighty acres
of the 2d feam, and 20 of the fourth, may f{till be wrought
by the level ; but by ereting a fteam engine, an immenfe
Quantity may be gaingd. The Devon company have been
_ tackimen

t Twenty pickmen ufed to be employed in the coal-work ; and abouot
Joco chalders of great coal were exported annually from the harboor of Allea;
but for 4 years paft, the working of the coal has been difcontinued. There
{s no doubt, however, but that, in procels of time, the coal will be a moft pro-
fitable concern, as there are inexhaufkible fields of it to be found,
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¢ackfmen of the coal for more than a year and a half, but
havé wrought none, except a very fmall" quantity for land
fale.. The defign of taking a coal, without working it, 15 in-
comprekenfible. "While coals remain under ground, they arz
of no value, either to ths proprictor or the tackfmeén.

Gate Mail —The great coal, when led to the fhore of
Alloa for exportation, paye a tax of fourpence Sterling per
chalder to the famiiy of Mar, called Gate Ma:l. It was origi-
nally demanded, for the liberty of exporting the “coal from
the Pow ¢f Alfoa, and becaufe the road leading through the
eftate to the harbour was a private one, though ufed by the
public. This road is repanr®d by Mr Erfkine at a confider-
able annual expence ; at the fame time it frems extraordi-
nary, that there is not a public road leading from Tillicoul-
try to a public harbour, and to a market town, in which a
cuftom-houfe is eftablifhed by authority.

/ Rivery, Floods, Fifb, Pearls, Swans, &'e.—~The Devon is
3 beautiful river, but not navigable. After running in the
QOchils about 8 miles in an calterly direftion from its fource,
it makes a wide circuit round Muckart. Then taking a
wefterly courfe at the Crook, and forming the romantic fall
at the Caldron Lin, it divides the arable land of Tillicoultry,
into two almoft equal parts. 'The valley, through which it
pafles, is diftinguithed by Newre in his Tour, as being one of
the moft pleafant places, or, as he exprefies it, the Tempe of
Scotland. The Devon frequently fwells with rain, and o-

verflows its banks f. + It abounds with exccllent trout
and

+ $ A wery remarkable and uncommon ficod happened in September 1725,
whith carried away 2 prodigious quantity of corn, broke down a ftone brid;re

at the Rack mull in D.llar, and occafioncd other very extraordinery dzmage.
Th
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and parr, which afford much amufement te the angler. In
the deep pools, pikes and eels are found. Salmon come from
the Forth in great numbers to {pawn ; and we have plenty
of delicious fea trouts, both white and grey, in the harvelt
and fpring. In fome places, the banks of the Devon prefent:
fingular concretions of hardened clay, in a great variety of
fantaftic fhapes. Pearls of a fmall fize have been found in
the bed of the river ; and, in very fevere winters, {wans have
been known to refort to its banks.

Rivulets and Burn Trouts, & f.—Thﬂ hill burns, or rivu-
lets, abound with trouts of a very delicious quality and fla-
vour, and are taken in great numbers after rain. None were
ever difcovered in the Gloomeng-fide Burn, though it has plenty
of water, and remarkably line ftreams and pools. Trouts
have even been put into it, but without the defired efle&t.
This is fuppofled to arife from fome bed of fulphur, or other
mineral hurtful to fith, over which the burn pafles..

Birds and Quadrupeds.—The birds are the fame as in the
neighbourhood, and it is needlefs to {pecifiy them, as they
are enumerated in the flatiftical account of Alloa §. 'Till
of late, the bulfinch was a ftranger here, but he is now fre~
quently to be met with. The woodlark ought to be plart-icu-
larly mentioned, as one of our {weeteft warblers. He be-
gins to fing early in the fpring, and continues till late in lar.
veft. Like the nightingale, he is frequently heard finging in

" thr

The river rofe in 4 or § houts more than 13 feet above ity ufmal height, at
Tillicoultry bridge. A woman, who was affilting a farmer in removing his
corns, on the fouth fide, was forced away by the rapidity and wiolence of
the fireamn, and broughe iu fafety to the oppofite. bank. Her clothey had
made her foat on the furface of the water, though fhe was carried down %
bout a quarter of a mile, '

§ Ful. VIiL Num, XL
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the moft melodious, enchanting manner, jin the clear, fhill
fummer evenings. On thefe occafions, he commonly pro-
lengs his fong till midnight, and fom:t:mes till the morning.
For two or three years we were vifited with a magpie, which
was not varicgated with black and white plumage, but was
entirely white,= Rara avis in terris®. The other magpies
affociated with him, and did not confider him in any degrze
as ftrange. In the hills there are muir-fowls, plovers and
dotterels. The muir-fow!s are not {o frequent as formerly,
as the heath is wearing out, and in confequence of this the
fhelter is not fo good. The birds of paffage are fwallows,
cuckoos, ficldfares and woodcocks ; and we are alfo vifited at
times with herons, ducks, and fea gulls. Eagles are fometimes
feen on the hills. The wild quadrupeds are, hares, rabbits,
foxes, hedge-hogs, weafels, polecats, badgers and otters, The
fkin of the otter is valuable as a fur, and fetches a good

price.

Orchards and Plantations~—There are two fmall orchards,
planted chiefly with apple trees, which contain about fix
acres,.and, fome years, bear confiderable quantities of fruit.
Abeve 100 acres are planted with foreft trees, and many of
the inclofures are {urrounded with fingle rows of planting.
All kinds of foreft trees thrive well, particularly oaks, elms,
afhes, beeches, planes, nnd'chtch firs *. |

Clintote.~The air is healthy; dry, and warm, fubjet neither
to fogs nor damps. Snow doés not lie Jong on the low ground,
particularly between the Devon and the hills, which is pro-
bably owing to the natural warmth of the air or foil. The
heaithmﬂfs of the two villages, at the fqot of the hills, is un-

: . doubtedly

* About 60 years sgo, the common broom grew fo tall and luzuriant
bexr the manfe, that the crows and magpies built their mefts in che brapches.
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doubtedly much encreafe, by their being well fupplied with
plenty. of excellent water.

Difeafes.—There are no difeafes any way peculiar to Til-
licoultry, § or that can be faid to be prevalent. Epidemic
difeafes, fuch as fevers, fluxes, the {maH-pox, the meafles,
and the chincough attack us at times, but not more frequent-
ly than they do others. Rheumatifms are not uncommon,
as the people are much expofed to rain and cold, in follow-
ing their employments in the ficlds.§ Within thefe 25
years, a great many young perfons have died of confump-
tions, but the author is not able, either to afcertain the num-
ber, or point out the caufes. Slow fevers fome times are

prevalent. And people have been knewn to recover, after

remaining in them 30, or even go days. The ague ufed to
be frequent, but it is now almoft unknown. This happy

change is perhaps owing to the lands being better drained
than formerly, or to the houfes being kept more cleanly,

Vor. XV. Cec warm,

§ The lafl time the plague was in Scotland, it did not reach Tillicoul-

try, theugh a good many perfons died of it at Alva. Oae man however ta.

ving died fuddenly in the Wefter town, the people were afraid to touch the
corple, or even to enter the houfe. It was pulled down, and the imall emi-

nence, which this otcafioned, was called Botchy Caun.

€ [t 13 worth mentioning that one WiLtiam HunTer, a collier, was cured
in the year 1948, of an wveterate rheuvmatilin or gout, by drinking freely of
new ale, full of barm or yefl.  "The poor man had been confined to his bed
for a year Efnd a half, having almelt entirely loft the ule of his limbs, Oz
the evening of Faniel Adonday, as it 1s called, (s ¢ the firlt Monday of the
New Year, 0. 5.} fome of his neighibours came to make uwerry with him,
Though he could not rife, yet he always tock his Thare of the ale, as it paffed
round the company, and, in the end, became much intoxicated. The conle-
quence was, that he had the ule of his lunbas the next morning, and was able

to walk about. Tle lived more than zo years after this, and never had the

fmalleft rerurn of hus old complaint,
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warm, and dry. The dyfentery was unknown here for ma-
ny years. It has, however, appearcd of late three different
times, and carried off a good many perfons, chiclly women.
As this alarming malady always broke out in the end of har-
velt, fomme have been apt to imagine, thar, if it was not caught
by infetion, it arofe from the coids and damps to which
the people were cxpofed in reaping, or to a frequent ufe of
potatoes not brought to a proper flate of maturity. The
people have in general an averfion to inoculation for the
fmall-pox, yet this prejudice is beginning to wear away 1.

Poprdation~Tillicoultry iz a fmall paiith, yet pretty popu-
lous for its fize,

TorurLaTioN TABLE oF Tk Panisg ofF TILLICOULTRY.

For thefe 18 years paft, the annual average puniber of fouls has been ¥72
The higheft real number of any year duning that peniod, was G1y
And the lowotd, - - - - fi9
Ihflcrence, - - - G0

In the vear 138, the number of foul was - <3
Of thefe there belonged to the Eitablifacd Church, 54%
i

And to the Secellion, - -
The following L£fs; were takzn in Juanuary 1791, and fhev the Numders,

._Agﬂ', Condriions, and ,E.'r.f-“f&_}?;u:ﬂ.fx ol the inl.abitants at that time,
Nuspess

{ Many children took the finall pox, lalt year, in the natural way, enly
one of whom died, being a fickly child. Were the fmali-pox to be always
equally favourable, inoculation would fall into difufe. The author has fume
times remarked, that when the fame difeales, fu- h as dyfenteries, tevers, ond
the fmall-pox, have prevailed in Alva and Tillicoultry, more n propurtion
have died in Alva than here. This was probably eccafioned by the houles
being more crouded together in the one place than the other, and the air b
ing more confined, and the infedtion more liable to {pread.
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MNyuaners, Sexes, and Aaes,

Total number of fouls, q53
—— Fam lics, - 212
Mlales, - 313
Famales, - 482
Majority of females, Io7
No of perfons under 10 years of
are, - - 238
Between 10 and 20, 163
2o and 5o, 331
- 5o and yo, 124
7o aad 85, 37
ConotTions, Covnrry, RELI-
ainN, &e
Noa. of marric? perfons, 278
Widowers, - 9
Widows, - 54

Bachelors wha keep houle, 11
s Perfuns refiding bur nec

bo nin Tillicoultry,  ano
Lorn alroad, 5
e TIeriturs, In
Clergymen, 1
——eme S higul-maflers, I
Commumecants of the
Efvblituncent, - 355
e LNitto af the Sccellion, 07
e Fpuleopzhans, a
Ca neroumaiis, I
Ocecuprarinss,
M. of Peraere, - a4
— Wiavers, = 21
Wirighese, - 6
e N0, - 7
e Lrn1cthS, - 3

203

No. of Shoe-makers, 3
Tailors, - 8

Mlinwrs, - F
Labourers, - 5z

———— Gardeners, - I
e Niflers, - r
Dancing maflers, - I

ncmn— Male houle fervants, I
Female ditto, - Iz
= Male labouring (ervants, a3
Female ditto, - 12
ANavaL Averaors, for 21 years.
No. of Marriages 9, - 7

——== Baptilms for ditto, 3o
Burials for ditto ¥, 18
Males born for ditto, 153

——m= Females born for ditro, 14

Perlons in each family, 4
Ditto in each farmer's

family, - 5
ProroRTIONY,
Ofmales to females, nearly ar 3 0 ¢
Of marnied men ard widows
erw, to Bachelors who keep

houles, aboue 13 I
OF widowers to widows, I 6
Of males born to females, 208 19

Or abuur, Iy 1%

Total number of males born

during the lalt 21 years, 320
Dittw of Females within thae

peried, - kiek s

MMajority of males born, 25

Annnal average of. more wmales
than feaales, & 20 1 and a fifth
INchREASE

% Tor 13 nenths precedurg Movember 1789, there were only two grown
P perfons buried in the church yards of Tdicoultry ; and for 12 months pre-
g June of the prefut year 1793, there have been neither marriages nor

proclimations,
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InNcREASE.

No. of fouls in 1355, - 787
Ditto in 1782, (as above,) 853 Increafe, - ofh
Ditto in 1793 - gog  Ditto - 56

Total increafe in 38 years, Is5z

Caufes of the Increafe.—~By comparing Dr Webfler's lift
with the number of inhabitants during the two laft years,
there is an evident increafe. It is perhaps owing to the e-
ftablithment of the Devon company in the ntighhourhami of,
and the working of iron-ffone in Tillicoultry, that the bum-
ber of the inhabitants has fo greatly encreafed fince the be-
ginning of the year 19g2. It is fomewhat remarkable, that
when the lilts were taken in January 1792, all the mafons,
miners, and labourers were employed, but there were fearce-
ly any of the labourers employed in the parith,

Prolific Mothers.~—~There are at prefent living in Tillicoul-
try eleven married women, who have been delivered of twin
childreri. One of them has had twins two different times,
and another, in the year 1765, about three years before the
birth of her twins, brought forth vH&ReE children at one
birth, all boys and of a good fize. Two of the children dicd
in the firlt month, and the third, a healthy child, dicd of the
fmall pox when two years old. But what is ftill more uncom-
mon, in the year 14352, Katherine Hunter, the wife of George
Sharp a labourer, brought forth FOUR CHILDREN at one
birth,~—~two males and two females. They were all baptiz-
ed, but being fmall and weakly, none of them lived above
three weeks.

Villages and Honfes —~Tillicoultry ¢ontains three villages,
Weflertown, Earlflown and Coalfnaughton, and all the inhabi-
' tants
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tants live in thefe except 36 families. Of thefe families on-
ly three refide in the Ochils. The houfes confift of nothing
but the ground floor, except 8, of which, § houfes have on-
ly one ftory raifed above the ground floor, two have 2 ftories,
and one has three flories, and there are only three houfes,
the manfle included, which are fubjeét to the duty on win-
dow lights.

Manufallures. ~Tillicoultry has been long famous for
weaving a courfe woolen cloth, called Tillrcoudtry Serge. It
is a fpecies of fhaloon, having awerfled warp and yarn waft,
and i3 reported to have been wrought here, as early as the
reign of Mary Queen of Scots, The average price is Is.
Sterling per yard-  Though the manufadture has now, in a
great meafure, left us, and gone to Alva, (4ke the arts and
feiences, from Eaf to Wefl,) yet all the cloth of this kind is
fold in the markets, under the name of Tillicontry Serge. Tt
1s much to be regretted, that more attention is not paid to
this manufature in the place where is was invented, or at
leait brought to the greateil perfelltion. About go years a-
go, a ferge web from Alva would not fll in the market,
while one from Tillicoultry remained unfold. But this is by
no means the cafe at prefent.  The author of this nccount
can give no precife {iatement of the quantity of ferpe
wrought here, as the flamp mafter keeps no lift. He fup-
poles, however, that he ftamps annually 7000 ells of ferge,
and an equal guantity of plaiding. Some of the weavers are
now employed in making muflins, but as this branch is fhill
m its infancy, it is impoflible to fay with what advantage it
may be attended.

Prices of Tabour and Preuvifiont.—The prices of Iabour,
and of many of the neceflarics of life, have rifen much, and

ar=
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are {lill rifing. It may be f{4id to be nearly double of what
it was §o vears ago. For example, the wages of a taylor
per day, befides his diet, was 4d. Sterling, now they are 8d,
of a day labourer, gd. or 64, now 1od. or is; of a mafon, 1s,
now 1s. 6. and 1s 8d. or 253 of a labouring fervant per an-
num, 3jl. now from 61 to 1ol. The price of a fowl was gd.
now it is 1s. and {fometimes more ; of a pound of butter, sd.,

now od. or 1ad. and of a pound of cheefe, 2d. now 4d.

Roads.—The roads along the hill foot have a gravel bot-
tom, and are tolerably good, and likewifc the road which
leads from the hill foot to Coalfnaughton by the bridge. But
the {outh road, which comprehends a fpace of more than
2 Englifh miles, is in a wretched ftate, Laving been mudh
negleted of lite years, and the greatell part of it never ha-
ving been properly made, at leaft o the callward Coalfhaugh-

ton.

Church.—The patron and {uperior of Tillicoultry, is Jamrs
Bruce, Efq; at prefent a minor, and an cufign in the army.
He is alfo titular of the teinds, and all the heritors and feuers
hold of him. * The prefont minifter ¢ is a bachelor . The

manis

* His immediatz anceftors were the late proprictors of Kinrofs. FHe s
2 delfcundent of the celebrated Archire@, Sue Wirnvianmt Buoce  Jr oy fup-
polic-d by Pinx nrox, witha great degrec of probabuley, i s colledion
of ancient Scottif poems, thit S Jony Eruver of Kirofs was the author
uf the weli_knowr, aivd muouh elteemed poenr, [larporenere, which hios
heen commonly bl to AMra WarprLaw, 1t s prohable, alfo, that Sir
John was the autlior of the Viso~, and fome other excomlone Scortdh pocme.

+ The names of his predecefiors in oflce, as far as they are kaown, and
_the dates of their ordinations, are fubjoined.

Aaisisters

§ It may be accounted a fingular fadt, that none of the minifers of Tu-
Hcoults: . 2ve been married, fince the Revolution 1689, except Mr Tuaylor.

B Thax Liniversity of Edinburgh
The Univarsity of Glasgow



of Tillicoultry. 207

manfe was built in 1566, and is the fecond in the fuime place,
fince the year 1530. The new church is fituated near the
manfe, almoft equi-diftant from the 3 villages, and was built
m 1773, Itis a fmall neat building, well lighted, but net
very comniodiouly feated. ‘T'here are two church-yard:,
one where the ol church was fituated, # and the other at the

new church. The old manfc Las long been converted into

<
Murvisrers of Tolleoultry fir the 8 146 yrars,
Licte af andiiy o, Time of drcumdbensy.
DNlsnbls, Teare, Tears., Alonmily, Ly,
Mr Andrew Rhynd, file precife
date of his admdlion, wseer-
Luili ), - 1£48 about arx o
Mr Juhi Forelt, ardained - 320 0L 160l [ 4
Mr Rubere 1K0ich, - z7 Feb. 3676 {0 | 15
Alr Hobert Goun 1.4]!_ - .13 Apr.  1figz 4% 2 43
Ar Jubn Taylor, - g July 1714 I3 & e 4
Alr Robert Duncan 9, - 25 Jan. 1938 % 4 o
Mr Alexzander Stzedman, - 27 Muy 17312 34 4 o
Mr James Gourlay, = 25 Scp. 1703 8 5 o
Mr William Otorn, - 24 Fub, 1774 20 O 8
145 4 o

® R Duwcass LeSurer on the Epifile 2o the Hilretwr qvere p:..ﬁjj&.-.! afisr
b death, ged are much effeemed for their Picty, urf.n!nm'ox:_,r, and fmrﬂug.

fil The old church and manfe were fitvated near the houfe of Tillicou!l-
try. The church belonped to the Abbey of Cambufkenneth, having been
granted go it by King M tcowm, together with the tythes and pertinents.
But after the Reformation, the family of Marg becamce heritable proprictors
of the church, parfunage, vicarage, and fo acres of gebe. And as the abbor
and convent of Cambufkenneth had fet the teinds in tack te the Cowvarss of
Culrofs, the pr{:prirturs of Tillicoultry, Jouwn Earl of Magn, May joth 1638,
ratified the tacks, and alfo the feu charters, and infeftment of the glebe ; and
granted procuratory for refligning the fame into the hands of his Maujelty, in

favour of James Lord ConviL, und his fun,
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a {table, and the old glebe is an orchard. The ftipend con-
filts of 120l Scotch, including communion-clement money,
14 bolls of oats, 24 bolls of barley, and 6 bolls of meal. Tt
commenced in the year 1648, and fince that time there has
been no augmentation. The minifter has the privilege cf
getting his coals for paying the collier the price of working,
and he has alfo property in the hills, for maintaining 7 or 8
fheep. The glebe was exchanged in the yeur 1730, when

the manfe was removed to 1ts prefent fituation. It lies in 4
different pieces, and cught to confift of 13 acres.

8chool-~—There is a parochial {choolmaller, whofe falary is
3col. Scotch, IHe has alfo a dwelling houfe and garden.
Flis annual income, including folary, and all emoluments,
both as {chool malter and feflion clerk, is extremely {mall,
and fcldom excecds 20, Sterling.  'The {chool is kept in the
Weltertown, which is by no means centrical or convenient
for the relt of the parith. The fchool wages are low, and
Englith, writing, and arithmetick are taught for 2s. per
quarter, Englifh alone being only 1s. 3d.

Poor —The poor are maintained without any afleffment,

and thtre are no begpars. The capital of the poor’s money

is 212]. Sterling, and the annual average collection at the

church door, has been about 12 guineas, for 18 years pafl.
I'he interelt of the capital, together with the colledtions,
and the profits arifing from the mortcloths, proclamations of
marriages, and incidental fines, conftitute the funds by which
the poor are maintained. The number of perfons at prefent
ftatedly fupplicd from the public charity is 7. DBut, befides

thefe, the kirk feflion occafionally aflifts a great many more, §
by

§ It is faid thar about 40 or jo ycars ago, pcr;Plc were very fhy in recciv-
jng moncy from the poor's funde. but this dclicacy feems now to have entire

-y van:fhd.
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by giving them money, buying cloths, paying their houfe rents
and {chool fees for their children. Till within thefe 4 years,
intereft at § per cent. has been received for the-poor’s money,
but the rate at prefent is only 4 per cent. The annual ave.
rage of the mortcloth money is 21 4 s. Sterling ; of the pro-
clamations, 14s. 10d ; of incidental fines, 13s. 6d 3 of perfons
occafionally aflifted, 115 ; and of-children whofe fchoo! wages
are paid, 55 or 6s. The lowe(t ftated weekly allowance is
6d, and the higheft is from 1 8. to 15d.

Proprietors.~—Belides Mr Bruce, there are other g heritors,
namely, Lord Cutheart, John johnfton, Efg; of Alva, Joln
Tait, Efq; of Harviefton, John Harrower, John Iiton, Hugh
Hamilton, Marion Dryf{dale, James Ure, and Robert May.
All the hernitors have houfes in Tillicoultry, a2nd refide in
them, except Lord Cathcart and Mr Johnftun, who hayg
{pleadid feats in the neighbourhood.

State of Property.—The eftate of Tillicoultry has been in the
pofleflion or 4 different famihes fince the commencement of
the lalt century, and has been 6 times fold §. The advance
ol the price, at the two laft {ules, defexves to be noticed ; the

Vor XV, D d price

§ It came into the pofleffion of the anceftors ¢f Lord CoLvie of Cug-
&oss, in the reign of James 11, aems 1483, and continoed in that family ¢ill
the year 1634, when it was fold to Wirriam Acexanpeg of Meoflry, &
Porr of great genius, and afterwards created Eame of Stiauiwg. Several
of his poems are printed in Davmmonp of Hawthornden’s Colle&ion, and
hi Paranefis, or exhortation on government, which is dedicated to Prince
Henev, the fon of King James V1. does great honour, both to the prince
and the prer. The ellate was next purchafed 'b;n; Sir AzgzaNDex Rorro of
Dunerub, in the year 1644 : by Mr Joun MNicorsow of Cirnock in Srir.
ling-fhire, in 1659 ; by Lord TitricourTay, one of the fenators of the Cel-
lege of Juftice, and a Baronet, in 1701 ; by the Hon, CHARLEs BaRCLAY
Matrrans, of the family «f Lauderdale, in 2756 ; and by Jamee Bavge,
Elg; of Kinrofs, in 3780.
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price paid by Lord TieLicovrTRrY being 3,494 1. Steriing ;
by Mr Barcray Marrrasp 1g,c00l. and by Mr Buruck
24,000. DBeforc the lalt fale, 3 part of the eftate was fold
tp Mr JounsTon of Alvaj but the feus, + which Mr Barcluy
purchafed at different times, were fully eguivalent to this
part. ‘This eflate, which, for a century and a half, has been
always flaating in the market, and has io frequently changed
1t§ proprictors, 18 now flrictly entailed, .and will remain in
Mr Bruce's family, the entail of the eftate of Kinrofs having
been transferred by aét of Parliament to Tillicoultry. The
number of the old feus, or parts, was 40, but they are now
moftly bought up, and again united with the eftate, or in
the pofieflion of Mr Taim. The lands of Kiiltown, where
Tillicounltry houfe is fituated, and the lands of Colerfforon or
Collintoawn, belonging to Mr Jouwston, were not foed. It
is difficult ta afcertain the quantity of land belonging to
each of the feus, as more or lefs feems to have been given,
according to the quality and value of the foil. One origi-
nal goth part at Drimmy contains at prefent, pearly ac
much arable land as a goth part and a half at Ellertown, and
near as much as two goth parts at Cairnltown.§ Tillicoultry
pays an annual feu-duty of 7 I 6s. Sterling, and 166 bolls of
falt, called King's malt. This is a part of the Lordfhip of
Stirling, having been originally paid at the caﬂh:: of Stirling,
for the yfe of the King's family, but was transferred, at an
eatly pesiod, to the Earl of Maag, as a fecurity for fome
money Jent to the Crown.
' Ancient

+ Lord Cowvic feued the greatel part of us eltate to hus tenante, whom
he diftinguifhes in kia charters, as avid, kndly, mative fenants, and referved to
himxc:]t"a certain agnual feu-duty, which appears to bave been the old rent.

9§ Ir appcars from the mesl paid as feu duty by the feuars of Cairnfrown,
and the money paid by the other fevars, that a boll of meal, and 38, 4d. Ster-
ling, were confidered as being of equal valae, in the conclufion of the 16th,
and beginning of the 17th centuries, I

L1
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Ancient Charter.~~Between gco and 6oo years ago, Tilli-
coultry belonged to the family of Marn ; and an original
charter, granted by King AvLexancer IIl. of Scotland, in
the 14th year of his reign, is ftill in the pofieifion of Mr Er-
skINE of Marr, who has obligingly favoured the authot
with a copy. 'This charter i¢ twice referred to by Bifhop
Eierst, in his hiftory of the Bifhops. Itis elegantly written
on parchment, with a very fair hand, and fine ink, and is 'in
every relpect a remarkable curiofity. The whole parchment
is near a {quare of ¢4 inches, and the writing only meafures

& inches by 8 §. . |
D d 2 Eminent

§ As thig charter is uo lefs a curicfity than many of thofe contained in
Anperson's Diplamata Scoter, the fubjo:ned copy will be an acceptable pre-
fent to antiquarianst % Arexasbper, Det gratia, Rex Scotorum, ommbus
probis hominibus totius terre fue—Szlutem. Sclant prefontes et futuri quod
Arsvomus de Nosur, flius et heres quondam Aczums de Meser, totam
terram fuam de ToniicovrTR v, cum peruinéntits, in feodo de Clackmanan,
guam de nobis tenuit hereditane, per Jefcdlum fervita de didta teria nobus de-
bitsy, coram pluribus noilre Regni magoatibus, fulcet, Acexarmpue Cumyn,
Comite de Boueran, tune Juibwiario Scotie, 1vcons de Any et u, Magil-
tio, W. Wircuarp tune Cancellario, Ferncusio Cumyy, Wartero de A-
BERNYTH, WilLieLyo de Lysursen, et Nicnorao de Rurvarorp, ac
multss zlus, die Sanéte Truntatis, anno gratie mullelimo ducentefima fexa-
gelimo primo, apud Catirum Pucllarum, per fuftum <t baculum nokis reddi-
daflet, ot rotum jus fuum quod habuit in diéla terra cum pertinentiis, vel ha-
bere potust pro [e et heredibus fuis in perpetuum guicium clamaflet, nos to.
tam didtam terram de TuiLicourTRY, cum perhnentbus, Wi Lierma Co-
miati de Mare, dileéto noliro et fideli pro homapio er fervitio {uo, dedimus
conceflimus, et hac prefenti carts nofirs conbrmavimus, fine aliguo retunemena
to, tenendam et habendam erdem Wirriwimoe, et hered.bus fuis, de nobis
¢t heredibus noflris on feode et hereditate per eafdem divifas per guas
Warrenvs, filivs Araw Scneflcalli,] tunc Juiliciarius Scotie, er Ro-
GERUS AUVENEL, tunc vicecomies de STmiveryn, predifto Aceumo, pitr-i
4:&li Aleumi, ex precepto inclito recordationias domini Arexanpri Regis,
patris noftri carifimi, aflignauerunt et tradiderunt, cum incremente quod per
gofdem WarTznus filium ALax:, ot Roceave AveweL faftum fuit, Ma-

THLD
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Erunent men.—Lord CoLvirL, who was raifed to the peer-
age by James VI. in i6oy, was a man of a military genius,
and ferved with much reputation, in the wars under HEnry
the 1V, of France. Returning to Scotland, loaded with ho-
nours, he refided at Tillicoultry, and in his old age, revifited
the French court. As he appeared in the old fathioned mi-
litary drels, which he had formerly worn in the wars, the
courtiers were all amazed when he entered the royal prefence.
But no feonzr did HEnryY obferve the old warrior, than he
clafped him in his arms, and embraced him with the great-
elt affeflion, to the vtter altonifhment of all prefent.  After
his return, Lord CovLvit {pent much of his time at Tillicoul-
try, and was particularly fond of walking on a beautiful ter-
race, at the north end of the Kirk-h#l, and of repofing him-

felf under a thorn tree, the venerable trunk of which flill re-
mains

Tuaeo Crrrico de Tullicoultry, in nemore, in [altibus, in planis et afperiz, in
terris et aquis, in pratis et pafiuis, in moris ¢t marefiis, in ftagnis et malend.-
nis, cum focco et facca, cum furca ‘et foffa, cum Tol of Them et infundetbef, ct
<um omnbibus abis juflis pertinentiiz lwis, ¢t cum emmbus natiuis ¢juidem
terre, qui die collationis fa8e prediélo Aleumo patn didi Aleumt, in di&ta ter-
ra manentes fucrunt, libere, quicte, plenarie et honorifice, per feruitium u-
nius miiitiz, faluis nofiris eleemefinis. Conceflimuos etiam eidemm WriLtizoao,
wt ipfe et heredes fui, habeant et tencant didtam terram in hberum foreftum.
Quare firmicer prohibumus, ne quis fine corum heentia in predi@a terra fe-
cet, aut venetur {uper noftram plenanam forisfa®@uram decem librarum.
‘Teftibus, venerahili patre Gamenino, epilcopo Sandly Andree, AtExanNDRIO
Cumywn, Comute de Bouchan Julticiario Scotie, WarTero Comite de Mon-
Tetn, Jomanne Covmyn, WiLtieimo de Berrcuars, Evst acuio de Tur-
ribus, ReciNaLpo re Cae », apud Forfar, viceflimo primo die Decembris,
anno regni nofln guarte decimo.™

After the granting of this charter, Tillicoultry remained for a confidera.
ble period in the poffefficn of the family of Maax ; but on account of a pre-
tend:d fuccefon to Lady Tsanercs Povgras, Countely of Mank, was feiz-
ed by the Crown, notwithftanding an exprefs declarstion and promife, by
Roseat L under the Gieat Szal, that he would accept of no lands belong-
to that lady,
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mains, It unfortunately happened, that {tanding one day
on a ftone, and looking up to the thorn tree, defcribing his
battles, he fell down the floping bank of the terrace, and, it
is faid, was killed on the {pot, in the year 1620. It may not
be improper to add, under this article, that in the popifh le-
gends, Tillicoultry is mentioned as having been vifited by St.
Serr or Servanus, and the fecene of fome of his pretended
mMacles. St Serf lived in the end of the 6th century, and
there is a particular account of him in Fanten’s Chronicle ||y
a manufcript in the Cottonian library . Notwithftanding
the very remote antiguity of St Serf, his memory is ftill, in
fome degree, preferved, though his name is almoft en-
tirely forgot; but he is reprefented, by tradition, as 2 holy
man, who travelled about the country, with a Scape Goat §,
which was unfortunately killed. There is a heap of ftones,
called Cairn Cur or Gur, which feems to have been intend-
ed to perpetuate the ftory of the goat. The name has ane-
vident affinity to the Latin word Caper, and to the Gaelic,

Gobbur, which fignifies a goat. ‘
Antiguitiess

| WaixTonN, the author of the chronicle, was canon regular of St An.
drews, and prior of the monaflery of Loch Leven, and lived in the end of the

I4 ceniury.

+ An excetpt from this chronivle was latcly publifhed by Punxerrton, in
the Appendix to his colledtion of Okl Scoutith poems.  QOaoe of the miracles
reported to have been performed by St Serl, was, the raifing two young men
to hife, who appear to have been brothers. The account given of this in the
chronicle, if not very elegant, has at lealt the merit of being abundantly

brief :
¢ In Tullycultry, tal 2 wil

“ Two [onys he raifit Irae ded to IyL™

- } In Winron's chronicle, in place of a feape goat, mention is malde of 2
ram. The killing of the ram occafioned another miracle. ‘The Rory is a-

bundantly ludicrous, and as ludicroufly related by the poctical biographer :
TFhis
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Antiquities.—Thete are¢ few curiofities, or remains of an.
tiquity*. The rude Druidical circle, on the fouth end of the
Cuninghar, deferves fome fmall notice. It is compofed of
granitcs about g3 feet long, and its diameter is near 6o feet.
The fpot was covered by the late proprictor, with a circular
thicket of Scotch firs, and is marked by Stobie, in his fplen-
did map of Perth and Clackmannan fthites. On the
caltie Craig, the foundations § of a round circular building

are {till vifible.
Charaller.

'This holy man had a ram,

That he had fod vp of a larh :

And oyfit hym til folow ay,

Quhetevir e paflit in his way.

A theyf this {cheppe in Ackien ftal,
And ex hym up in pecis fmalle.

Quhen San@ Secrf his ram had myft,
Quha that it ftal was few chat wift ;
On prefumption nevirthelefs,

He thar ic ftal areftyt was;

And tid Sanét Serf fyne was he broucht.
That {cheipe he faid that he {tal nouche 5
And tharfor, far to fwer an athe,

He faid that he walde nocht be lavike,
Eut foge he worthit rede for [chayme,
The fcheype that bletyt in his wayme.
Swa wis he tayneryt fchamfully ;

And at San& Serf alkyt mercy.

% It is reported, there wasa Roman {tation on the north end of the Cun
inghar, About 5o years ago, the place was dug Ly order of Sir Robert
Sl:ua.f‘t, and feveral urns, containing human bones, were found,

§ Between thele and the hills, there has been a ditch by way of defence.
The vulgar tradstion is, that the Peyebts had a ftrong fortification in this
place, and that the flones of the edifice were carried away, when the caftle
of Surling was built, A large {tone coflia, neatly cemented with whitifl
chy, was difcovered about 8 years ago, in the midt of a great cairn or heap
of feowes in Wertertown, anciently called Cairntown., It was filled with fine
easth, and contained two fmall houes.
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Charactery, &e.~We have our good qualities as well ag
our bad. Publicly to expofe the one might give offence, and
conld do no good. To praife the other might appear often-
tation and flattery. It is, however, but juftice to mention,
that the people are {ober and induftrious, and attached to
the King and Conflitution, and to the Prefbyterian form of
worfhip and Church Government. The men moftly betake
themfelves to country work, or to employments conneéled
with hufbandry. Few of them enlift in the army, and not
many of them engage in the feafuring line. The women are
thrifty and laborious, attentive to their families, and are much
employed in fpinning worfted and woolen yarn; particu~
latly the latter. ARl ranks drefs better and finer than they
formerly did. And as an inftance of refinement in the fur-
niture of the houfes, it may be mentioned, that in the year
1764, there were only ¢ or 10 clocks in the parifl, whereas,
at prefent, there are above Go.

Difadvantages.—It is apprchended, that Tillicoultry will .
decreafe in the number of its inhabitants, from the following
caufes :—ift The divifion of the common in the hills.—ad
The fale of many of the feus, each of which maintained fa-
milies ;—3d The negle€t of the coal ; and, ath, The fmall
attention and encouragement which is given to the weaving
of Tillicoultry ferge. It muft be acknowledged, however,
that the eftablifhment of the Devon Company, in the imme-
diate neighbourhood, will, perhaps, overbalance all thefe
apparent difadvantages, though the writer of this account is
by no means fanguine in his expe@ation of that effect.

Sources of Melioration.—The following particulars are hum-
bly {ubjoined, as probable fources of improvement, and me-

lioration :=—1ft, If the public fchoal were fituated more in the
centre

-
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centre of the parifh, or if a fchool were eftablithed at Coals-
naughton. 2dly, If a bridge were built over the Dovan, be-
low the Weftertown. 3dly, If the farmers were to fallow
more of their land, and to pay more attention to fowing
wheat. 4thly, If fome encouragement were given to the weav-
ing of Tillicoultry ferge. sthly, If the coal were to be wrought
as extenfively as formerly, for fupplying the country and the
foreign markets.  6thly, If 2 waggon-way were made for
carrying the coals to Alloa harbour. 7thly, If a navigable
canal were made by means of the Devon to join the Forth.
8thly, If fome public works, fuch as an woolen manufaétory,
or a cotton mill, or a priming field, were erected at the Wef-
tertown, as the fituation is thought highly convenient and
advantageous for fuch ufeful works. DBut the great fources
of improvement and meclioration are, honefty, induftry, fo-
briety, and a regard to religion, without which, and the blef-
fing of God, all human {chemes will be nugatory and vain.

NUMBER.
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