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NUMBER XVL
PARISH ofr BALDERNOCK.

(PreseyTERY OF DunearTON, COoUNTY OF STIRLING, ST«
moD oF GLAsGow AND AYR.)

By the Rev. Mr. James Coorer, Minifter.

Nume,

IN the beginning of the reign of Alexander the 1L the
lands of Cartonbenach were conveyed to Maurice Galbraith
by charter from Malduin Earl of Lennox. Scon after, in
the year 1238, we find the fame barony granted by a new
charter, under the name of Bathernock, to Arthur fon of
Maurice Galbraith, with power to feize and condemn male-
factors, on condition that the conviéts fhould be hanged on
the Earl's gallows. From the Galbraiths of Bathernock,
chiefs of the name, defcended the Galbraiths of Culcruich,
Greenock, Killearn, and Balgair, which eftates have all, ex-
cept the lait, paffed, by females, long ago.into families of o-
ther names. The family of Bathernock ended alfo in an
heirefs, and the eftate, about the beginning of the 14th cen-
tury, paffied by marriage to David, fon of Lord Hamilton,
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272 Statiftical Account

and anceftor of the prefent John Hamilton, Elq; of DBar-
dowie. From that time, the proprictor of the barony ap-
pears to have taken the title of Bardowic ; and the tide of
Bathernock (now written Baldernock,) dropped by the fami-
3y, was probably revived and perpetuated by beftowing it on
the parith, when it came to be erefted. DBut when that
ereflion took place, or when the name Bathernock came to
be written Baldernock, as at prefent, is uncertain, If a con-
jecture may be hazarded with re{pect to the name, we fhould
rather fuppofe, that Baldernock was not a new name, but
the original one revived, of which Bathernock was a corrup-
tion 3 and that Baldernock is alfo a corruption of Baldruin-
ich, (i. e. Druiditown) it being highly probable, that this was
a Druidical place of worfhip, as will appear from a remark-
abic monument of Druidiim to be menticned afterwards.

Situation and Surface—It it is fituated within the county
Stirling, in the presbytery of Dunbarton, and {ynod of Glai-
and Ayr. The furface s various. On the South, where it
is bounded by the river Kelvin, there are Nix or feven hun-
¢lred acres of rich flat land. © The inundations of this river
frequently blafted the hopes of the husbandman, by dam-
maging, or {weeping away his luxuriant crops. To prevent
fuch difafters, the proprictors, about 16 or 18 years ago, united
in raifing a bank upon the brink of the river : but there are
fealons ftill, when it breaks over, or burfls through its bar-
TicTs, to reflume for a little its former defolating fway. From
South to North there is a gradual afcent, pleafantly diverfi-
fied by round fwelling hills, The flat ground, before men-
tianed, is a rich loam ; the rifing grounds towards the Eail,
aye a clayey foil over till; and thofe towards the Wett, a
a light fharp foil over whin rock. On the North fide there

3 fomg moorifh ground, but the greater parc of the parith is
arabie.
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arable. Towards the South Weft lyes Bardowie Loch, cov-
ering about 7o acres. In it are plenty of pike and perch, of
a good fize and quality. The banks are pleafant, upon which
is fituated the houfe of Bardowie, within a few paces of the

Lake.

Clinate and Difeajes.—The air, on the high grounds efpe-
cially, is cxtremely falubrious, and the inhabitants healthy.
There are no difeafes uncommen, or peculiar to the place,
nor any, for a longz time pait, that could be called epidemi-
cal, unlefs we thould rank flow fevers under this clals. They
make their appearance fometimes in the fpring, but more fre-
guently in the autumn, and {pread through whole families,
and fiom family to family. This is obferved to happen chief-
ly among thofe whofe houfes are fmall, dirty, and not pro-
perly ventilated. It is to be regretted that the abfurd, and
not altogether innocent pradlice, cf expofing themfelves and
their families, by unneceflury vifits to thofe who have been
feized with this infefltious difeafe, but too much prevails.
And it is alfo a fubje€t of jult regret, that the prejudice a-
gainft innocalation of the fmall-pox ftill keeps hold of the
minds of mavny in this part of the conntry. Thé poor child-
ren are thereby expofed to the danger of that difeafe in what
they call the matural way; but the innoculation is equally
well entitled to be called the natural way. The one way
differs from the other in this only, that, by the innoculation,
the infection is, by the tender and prudent care of the pa-
Tents, compwanicated in that way \v}lich, b"lf h:mg E‘!ipn:rit'ncf,
has been found molt {afe and eafy 5 whereas, without the ing-
culation, the infedtion is, by carelefs and fupcrititious parents,
left to be communicated from their own cloaths after vifiting
childfen undet the difeafe, or by accidental intercourfe of
their children with perfons'who have the infeétion about their

- Ver, XV, M m cloaths,
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cloaths, in that way which experience fhows to be moft fevere
and fatal.

Population, &c.~In the month of April 1794, the number
of families was 137, of perfons 620, of whom there are,

Under 10 yearsof age 136
Between 10 and 20 133
20 and $o 24%
5o and 70 98
memeee 70 and By xi
Total 620
"There are at prefent in this parith no inftances of remarkable
longevity,
Bachelors from 20 to 490 45
40 to 6o el
above 60 %
Widowers from 20 to 6o o
— Upwards of éo L o
Yearly average of baptifms | §:1
== Marriages 6

Occupations——The greater part of the inhabitants of this
parifh devote their time to that moft innocent and moft ufe-
ful of fecular employments, the cultivation of the earth.
There are 4% farmers, including 12 fevars, who cultivate
their own grounds; 36 labourers, 43 male fervants, all la-
bourers, 38 female fervants, almoft all labourers, 10 weavers
of houfehiold cloth, 1 tayler, 3 fthoe-makers, 3 mafons, 3 car-
penters, 2 millers, 2 gardeners, 2 {miths, 1 engraver, 1 flax-
drefler, 4 miners, and one man who éxercifes the feveral oc-
cupations of weaver, conftable, phylician, furgeon, apothe-
cary, and man-midwife.

Charafier~~The people are, in general, remarkable for

a fober and regular deportment; an advantage, in a great
meafure,
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meafure, to be afcribed to their occupation, and to want of
manufaltures, whofe boafted benefits make but a poor com-
penfation for their baneful influence on the morals of the
people.

Rent of the Parifb.—The vaiuation of the parifh is 19441
Scots. It is not ealy to afcertain the real rent, becaufe a
number of the proprictors cultivate their own ground ; but
it is fuppofed that it will not be over.rated at 3o000l. Ster-
ling. Arable land is rented 4rom 10s. to 21. per acre : and
befides their rent to the landlerd, the tenants are generlly
bound by their tacks to pay all the public burdens upon the
lands they poflefs. Moft of their firms are alfo thirled to
a particular mill, and pay, fome of them fo high as the 16th
or 17th part of all the grain which they have occafion to
grind 3 a difcouragement to indullty now asogether unne.
ceffary, and which fv:r}?lldndhuldur, who wiihes to advance
the value of his property, by encouraging the induftry of his
tenants, ought if poflible to remove.

Msde of Cultivation~—The farms are in general {mall, in-
clofed and {ubdivided ; and the prefent race of farmers are
fuppofed to furpafs their fathers in fkill and indufiry. Clear-
ing the ground of flones, draining, levelling the inequalities
of the furface, ftraightening the ridges, laying on lime, and
guarding againft the common miftake of overcropping, may
be efteemed the chief improvements. The Scotch plough,
drawn by 3, and fometimes by 4 horles, is that in moft com-
mon ufe, Oats and barley are the kinds of grain chiefly cultiva-
ted. The plough goes little before the beginning of March ;
and the farmers {eem not anxious to have the fowing of oats fi-
nifhed before the end of April, and the barley before the 20th’
of May. After limiog their ground, they generally take two

Mm 2 creps
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crops of oats, and one of barley. With the barley, rye-grais
and clover arc fown, of which hay is made in the enfuing
fummer, and fomectimes for two fummers. They alterwards
iaaﬂurc.for two or more years, as they judge requifite to
give the ground a fuflicient relt, Lefore the fame rotation
be repeated. In the flat lands, wheat has been tried with fuc-
cels, and has been found to fuffer lefs damage than other
crops, by the floods, fiom which thele grounds are, notwith-
ftanding the embankment, not yet effectually fecured. Po-
tatoes are raifed (uflicient for home confumpt, and fome to
fpare for the Glafgow market, where they generally draw
from 8d. to 1s. per water peck. Irom the few trials that
have been made, there is much encouragement for the culti-
vation of turnip. The black cattle are moltly fmall, and the
farmers not very attentive to improve the breed of their milk

COWS,

Roads.—The multiplicity of roads renders it impcihible, by
the converiion of the ftatute labour, to put them all in a pro-
per flate of repair. It defirves therefore the attention of
both mafters and tenants, how far the improvement of the
country, and their own private interell, might be promoted,
by fhutting up {fome of the roads thit are of leafl public uti-
lity, and by making an extraordinary excrtion for a year or
two, to put the reflt once in good repair, after which the
road-money would be fuflicient to keep them fo. A good
turnpike road has lately been made, pafling threugh the fkirts
of this parifh, from the thriving and new populous village of
ﬁulfmnc to Glafgow. It is thought that, by direfling it
nearer the centre of this parifh, a faving of a mile and a half
at Jeaft might have been made in a diftance of nine miles.

Price of Labour and Provifuns~~A good ploughman re-
eives, befides his board, from 5l. to 71 per half year, and 2
B s :

c
] ~
fervant
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fervant woman {rom 3¢5 to 5o fhilliogs. The common wages
of a labourer are 14d. per day ; and when they work at piece
work, they gencrally earn from 1s. 6d. to 2s. per day. They
are better cloathed and lodged, and in every refpeét live more
comfortably than thofe of the fame rank, half a century ago.
Old people remember that, in their early years, there was
not a cow killed for beef by any one in the parith, excepting
in gentlemen’s families, and by one or two more ; but now
there are few families that cannot attain to half a cow at
leaft. The price of all kinds of provifions is nearly the fame
with that of the Glafzow markets.

Leclefiaflical State.—There are 110 .families belonging to
the Eftablithed church, 11 to the Relief, 10 to the Durghers,
2 to the Antiburghers, 3 to the Cameronians, and 1 to the
Bereans,

"The prefent incumbent was admitted in 1783. ¥is pre-
deceflors, fince the Revolution 1688, were Meflrs Wallace,
Colquhoun, Garrick, and Taylor. The King is patron of
the parifi.  The living confifts of 63 bolls of oat-meal, 33l
in money, a manlfe, and a glebe of 1o acres, whereof 7 are
arable. 1he church has been built at different times. The
laft enlargement was probably made before the beginning of
this century, with a view to accomodate the inhabitants of
the lands annexed by decreet 1649. The manfe was built
about 5o years ago, and has undergone feveral repairs.

State of the Poor.—The average number of poor in this parifh
Is about fix. "I'hey are fupported, according to their exigencies.
in their own houfes, from the weekly colleétions at the church
door, and from the intereft of a capital of 420l. which has
accumulated by the donations of charitable perfons, and from

the furplus of the weekly colle®ions. None of the poor of
this
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this parith are dilpofzd to beg, either in this or neighbouring
parilhes ; but much is given away by the inhabitants in alms
to beggars which fwarm from other places, efpecially from
manufacturing towns and villages.

Minerals and Fuel.—~This parith abounds in coal and lime-
ftone. The coal refembles thut of Newcaftle, caking toge-
ther, and making a ftreng fire, when properly put on, and al-
lowed to reft three or four hours before it be flirred. It is
generally found in a ftratum of from 3 to 4f feet thick, be-
tween two {trata of lime-fkones. The upper ftratum of lime-
ftone 15 called the bfue fime, and the lower the avbite lLime,
which Iaft has generally been eftcemed of an inferior quality
to the blue. Theie ufeful minerals, in places where there is
no great thicknels of ftrata above them, are come at by re-
moving the {upcrincumbent {oil . but where they lie deep,
the coal is wrought firft by miners, and afterwards the up-
per or blue lime is feparated from the roof by wedges or
gunpowder. The coals are fold at the pit for 3d. per hutch,
five of which .may be drawu in a cart, by an ordinary horfe,
and fix by an able bodied horfe. The only coal in the pa-
rifh wrought for fuel, is the property of Robert Dunmore,
Efq; of Balhndalloch, whofe exertions for the improvement
of his own eftate, and of the country in general, cannot be
menuoned with too much praife. He works the lime alfo to
a very confiderable extent. Befides his, there are three other
Jimeworks going in the parifh, but upon a fmaller feale ; and
there is lime-{tone, more or lefs, through almoft all the high
grounds. In it are found petrified (hells of a variety of kinds,
ftimulating the conjeftures of naturalifts concerning the re-
volutions of this globe. There is abundance of freeftone of
a good quality for building, and a little iron-flone; but, at

the place where 1t hath been obferved, the firatum is fo thin
’ as
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as not to be worth working. A fmall rivulet in the Eaftend
of the parith makes a very plentiful depofition' of ochre,
which, if proper means were ufed to collect it, might turn to
fome account. Peats can eafily be procured for fuel, but
few of them are ufed, the coals being found lefls coftly.
A confiderable quantity of them was formerly required by
the farmers for kiin-drying their vi€tual ; but by the introduc-
tion of hilns with brick heads, they have become lefs neceffa-
1y, coals anfwering the purpofe equally well.

Antiguitics-—Upon the high ground, in a commanding
fituation, at the North Weft corner of the parith, ftands an
old ruinous tower, being all that now remains of the manfion
houfe of the Galbraiths of Bathernock, which appears to
have been a large building furrounded with a ditch, Itsan-
tiquity muft be very confiderable, but how great, even tra-
dition does not venture to determine, Not far from thence,
to the ealtward, are feveral of thofe large loofe heaps of ftones
called Cairns, fome of them oblong, and others of a circular
fhape. One of the circular ones, which has not yet been
broken up, is,about 8o yards in circumference. From two
that have been broken up, it appears that they are compofed
cf loofe ftones carelefsly thrown together 3 but at the bottom
are larse flags placed on edge, in two parallel rows, at the
diftance of between 3 or ‘4 feet, lidded over with flags laid
acrofs, the cavity thus formed is divided by partitions into
cells of 6 or 7 feet long. In one of the lang cairns lately
broken up, were found feveral fragments of a large coarfely
fabricated urn, and fome pieces of human bones. Tradition
fays, that in this place, called Craigmadden moor, a battle
was fought with the Danes, in which one of their princes was
Hain. The farm in which thefe cairns are, is named Bloch-

airn, which may be a corruption of Daleairn, 4. « the town
of
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of the cairns. But the moft curious remain of antiquity in
this parith, is a fitrufture calted the Auwld wwife’s lift. It is fituat-
ed near a mile North from the church, on very high ground,
m 2 little flat of about 100 paces diameter, {urrounded by anaf-
cent of afew yards in height, in the form of an amphitheatre.
It confifts of three ftones only, two of which, of a prifmatic
fhape, are laid along clofe by each other upon the earth;
and the third, which was once probably a regular paralello-
piped, and {till, notwithitanding the depredations of time,
approaches that figure, is laid above the other two. The
uppermoft ftone is 18 feet long, 1t broad, and 6 deep, plac-
ed nearly horizontally with a fmall dip to the North. Its
two {upporters are about the fame fize. It can hardly be
matter of doubt, that this is one of thefe rude ftrultures
erefted by the Druids in their facred groves. Its {ituation,
in a very fequeftered fpor, on an eminence, furrounded by a
grove of oaks, ftumps of which trees are {till vifible, correfponds
exaltly to every defcription we have of thefe places of wor-
fhip. The figure of the {tones themfelves, and their pblitim?,
bear a ftrong refemblance to others which antiquarians have
nat hefitated to pronounce monuments of Druidifm. The
name by which they are called feems no {mall confirmation
of the truth of this opinion. A Druidical ftone in Ireland,
mentioned by Cambden, is called the Lfzed ftone ; and therc
are {fome in Poitiers in France, known by the name of Pier-
res levees. DBut befides that the ftones under confideration
have the pame of lift, which appears to be the general ap-
pellation of fuch Druidical ftones, the fpecific part of their
name, viz. Auld wives, is eafily accounted for, on the {famc
fuppofition. Upon the authority of Tacitus and Mcla, we
know that female Druide, generally pretty far advanced in
years, lived together in fifterhoods, in fequeflered fpots, de-

- voting their time to the offices of the Druidical worllip.
Thefe
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'Thefe were by the people held in high efteem, and ¢called Senve,
or wvenerable women, words nearly {ynonymous to the Scots
word Auld wives. Hence we are induced to conclude, that this
iz one of thole lifted ftones, Pierres levees ; and that it is called
the Auldwive’s lift, becaufe it was the lifted ftone where
the Senwz, or filterhood of venerable female Druids refiding
here, paid their devotions. Upon the fuppolition, alfo, that
this was a feat of the Druid worfhip, we have {uggefted to
us a very probable etymology of the name of the parith. Bal,
in the Gaelic language fignifies rown, and Druinich, of or
belonging to the Druids. The prefent name, Baldernock, is
not a greater corruption of Baldruinich, /. & Druidftown,
than might be expeted in the lapfe of ecighteen hundred
years.
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