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NUMBER XIX.

F

PARISH or CAMPSIE,

(PrEssyTERY oFf GLAsGow, SYnoD oF GLAsGow anND Are,
CounTY oF STIRLING.)

By the. Rew. Mir. Jamas Lapstig, Minifler.

Situation and Name.

THE parifh of Campﬁc meafures eight Engliﬁ: miles
length, and feven in breadth, following the two great lines of
road which interfet the parith nearly at right angles;
the mean length is about fix miles, and the mean breadth fix,
containing 36 fquare miles ; and allowing only 400 acres to
every fquare mile, the amount will be 14400 acres ; it con-
tains 1o1 plough gates of land, and is valued at 6429 pounds

Scots. §
It

§ This parith, pr:vinus to the disjundtion in the 1649, made a particular
diftridt of country by itlelf, not a Lirtle marked by peculiar manners and cul-
toms. It was bound on the North, by a range of hills running paralle! to the
Strath for near ten miles; an the South, by the river Kelvin, which, in thele
days, formed a fwamp impaffible in winter ; on the Eafl, the Gurrel Glen
Became another patural barrier; on the Welt, Craig-Maddie Muir and the

Brawzet Burn fcparated this diftri& from Srathblane and Baldernock.
Camplie
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It is bounded on the Notth, by the parith of Fintry; on
the Weft, by Srathblane and Baldernock ; on the South by
Calder and Kirkintilloch ; and on the Eaft by Kilfyth ; form-
ing a diltin& commiflariot along with Hamilton, ftiled the
commiflariot of Hamilton and Camplie.

It is prefumed, that the winding appearance of the ftrath
in general, and particularly of the glens near which the pa-
rith church is fituated, has given rife to the name Campﬁe,
or Camfi, which, in the Celtic language, is faid to fignify
crooked Strath or Glen.—Of courfe, the Clachan of Camp-
fie, is, the place of worfhip of the crooked glens.

Indeed, if we attend carefully to the appearance which this
diftrict prefents to thofe who view it from any of the neigh-
bouring ftations, particularly the bending of the hills. in the
form of an amphitheatre, above the village of Clachan, from
which five treams, pouring down from five winding glens,

S {2 form

Campfic, in fts original fate, wan cleven Englith miles long, from Wefk
to Eaft; its breadth varied on the Wefk march, from Calder houfe to the
Earl's feat, it was at lealt nine Englifh wmiles ; whereas, o the Eall march, its
breadth was fearcely fix.

it contained x50 plongh gates of land and was walued at gb70 poungds
Scots. It may be oberved that Campfic is fituated in the Lepnox, and fore
merly made the eafterp divifion of that ancient territqrial thanefhip. In the
yeor 1649, the Lords Commiflioners for Waluation of Teinds, disjoined ail
that part which lay betwixt loch-Woad Burn and the Garrgl Glen on the
Ealk, annexing it to the parith Monoisbrugh, now better know by the name
»f Kilfyth, which portion contained 30 plough gates of land, and is rated at
40C0 pounds Scots valution. In like manner they disjoined all that portion
on the South Wedt, which is fituated bepwixt Balgrochan and the Brawsyet
Burn, anpexing Ut to the parifh of Baldernock, containing 21 plough gates of
Jand, and valued in the county books at 124X pounds Scots, Thelotwo dige
Jn& portions will ne doubt be deferibed by the minifters of the yelpegivg
gatithes to which they belong,
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316 Statiffical Account

form the water of Glazert, this etymology of Campfie wii]

not appear unnatural,

External Appearance and Sotl.—It would not be eafy to re-
duce the fuperficial appearance of this parifh to any regular
figure ; it can neither be faid that it is a fquare, a parallelo-
gram, or a trigngle ; the irregular bending of the hills prevents
the eye from comprehending it in one view, and the bound-
ing lines of the parifh have never been accurately meafured :
in leole terms, it may be faid to confift of two hills, with a
confiderable valley or ftrath between them ; the South hill
being the continuation of the Kilpatrick Braes, floping gent-
ly down upon the Glazert and Kelvin; the height is abour
feven hundred feet, arable to the top.—Between this South
brae and the North hiil, (better known by the name of
Campfie Fells,) there is a confiderable {trath, narrow indeed
on the Weft, but as it runs Eaft, it widens into an open
champaign country. The {urface of the ftrath is uneven, ex-
cepting a few hgughs on the Kelvin, and Glazert.—Not that
the land can be ftyled rugged or broken ; for almoft on every
fide of the gentle {wells, with which this (trath abounds, fome
{mall rivulets collett the waters from the rifing grounds; fo
that, even fuppofing the arable part of the parith to be in the
highelt ftate of cultivation, the husbandman would neither
find it eafy nor expedicut to plow the ridges lung.in one di-
reftion.—One meets with boggy, ftannery, croft, and clay
ground, almoft in every farm.—The haughs which Iy upon
the Glazert and Kelvin, are compofed of carried earth,
hrnught down from the hills in floods ; of courfe, thofe upon
;hc Glazert, as being nearer the hills, contain a confiderable
quantity' of gravel, and are better calculated for raifing ‘pota-

fla-:s, and turmp The Kelvin haughs, on the other hand,
bcmg
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being formed of the fleigh which the river depolits on over-
flowing its banks, muft be better adapted for the culture of
beans and wheat ; and as the Kelvin, by the new cut which
is making, will foon be conlined within its praper channel, iz
isto be prefumed, that the farmers will then make the moft of

the excellent foil which lyes ypon that river. At the kirk of
Campflie, there is a haugh of near three hundred acres, ca-

pable of producing all forts of green crops, at leaft equal ta

any in the county. *

-

Climate.~The climate of this parifh, like every other part
in the Wetlt of Scotland, confifting of hill and dale, is excecd-
ingly variable ; at the fame time, there is reafon to believe,
that more rain falls at the kirk of Camplie than in any of the
neighbouring paritbes to the South and Eaft : Nor is it to be
wondered that the ¢limate fhould be wet, when the fituation

of

* Althaugh the foil of this parifa be fo exceedingly varied, neverthelely
that part of «t which coitans coal and lime, umformliy appears to be clay,
forming two belts of u_m:qua! breadth ; the one upon the North of the wa.
ter of Glyzert, is nearly & thoufand yards in breadth, commencing abaut a
mile Ealt from the church, and cont:nuing all glong the bafe of the il ta
the eafiern boundery of the parith. The other belt encorcles the South braes,
and its breadth is fomewhat greater ; fuch i the appearance of the furface
in the Strath. As to the Campfic Fells, which make sbout two fifths of the
whole parifh, they run parallel te the Scrath, from one end of the diftri@ to
the other. The face of the hill is fomewhat broken with craigs and glensg
the fummit and back part is a decp muir ground, interfperfed with mofs -
hage; the foil on the face of the hilla produces a fhort feeding grafs, equal to
5“? brae ground in the kingdom; while the muirs are thought to be well

ealtulated for the rearing of young black cattle in the more marthy parts,
and for keeping ftocks of ewes upon the drier ground. In general, it may be’
faid, that the foil in the Weft end of the parith, and particularly North of the
Gtaxtt‘t, is moift adapred for pafture ; whe:uu the land on the South and Ealk

ﬁdh fmml fister for grain
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315 Statiflical Account

of the place is confidered ; the Campfic Fells being fituated
betwixt the Friths of Forth and Clyde, the vapours which
collect from either fea, as they float along, are intercept-
ed by the high ridge of the mountain; and being thus com-
prefled, they defeend in thowers upon the valley 5 neverthe.-
lefs, it being a light gravelly bottom, the Strath being well
ventilated, and the fireams of water, owing to the great de-
clivity, running off quickly, the parith is, upon the whole,
uncommonly healthy. Perhaps the great plenty of coal, which
enables the meaneft cottager to obtain a hearty fire, along
with the uncommon purity of the {pring water, may not a
lttle contribute to the falubrity of a climate winch in other
refpects might be prejudicial to health from its dampnefs,
‘Whatever other obfervation one might be difpofed to make
on the weather in this diftri€t, it muft be allowed, that it is
remarkable for varicty ; we have often feen fnow in a morn-
ing, rain at mid-day, and froft in the evening, and this alter-
nately for feveral days.—Of courfe, it would be impolhible to
fay, as it is faid in fome parts of the ifland, that fuch a month
is dry, or fuch a2 month is warm ; the drought of Auguft
we have often witnefsed in November, and the tempefluous
fhowers of February are often experienced in July.

H arer

4 OId people pretend to fay that the (cafons are altered, and particulariy
that they hav: become ceolder; and in correberation of their opigion, they
adduce the very Hattering but fallacious teitimony of what they felt in thar
youth, and how the corn ripened foon¢r on the braesthan now @ The tefh-
mony of an old man, about what he felr in his youth, when his blood was
warm, and his Ipirits high, can by ne means be confidered as an unequive-
€al proof of the flate of the weather; nor is the circumilance of the corns on
the high ground ripening looner than at prefent, an index of the alteration
of the feafons. For we all know, that where the foil is thin, and often

ploughed, the fcanty meagre crop will be difpofed fvoner to whiten, even if
" the

£ The Unlversity of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



of Campfie. 319

Water, Wood, and Mountains.—This parilh may be {aid to
be uncommonly well watered : In the greateft drought, the
number of fprings from the hills afford fuch guantities of
water, that the machinery at the different print-ficlds have a
conftant fupply. There is properly fpeaking but one river in
the parifh ; and even this one 15 on a {mall {cale ; it is formed
by three ftreams, uniting below the kirk of Campfic : it then
receives the name of Glazert, which is faid to fignify in G-
lic, the water of the gray, or green promontory, alluding
perhaps to the greennels of the hills from whence the ftreams
flow. The Glazert, allowing for all its windings, runs a~
bout Give Englilh miles, before it joins the Kelvin oppolite to
Kirkintilloch. It vuns with confiderable rapidity; the fall

from the kirk of Campfie to the Goyle-bridge being fomewhat
more

the climate (hould be wetter and colder, than wpon well-reflled rich land, As
far, hi:m-:h*tr, a4 We Can propounce any thing 1't'rt1in, relative to the cmate,
it may be faid that we have fcaccely any permanent froft, tll after Chrift-
mas: we have feldom wigd from the North and Eaft, except in the tine of
2 ftorm of froft and fmow, and ufually for a few days about the beginaing of
May, when in general it 1s accompanied with an Eaftland charr, very deltruc-
tive to bloffums of fruit trees. Qur rain in groeral is from the South Wefl ;
ind we [carcely ever fail to have our Lammas floeds, and eur Equinoétial
florm, the fielk caleulated to lodge our corn, before they are nipe, and the laft
to rot them io the fluke, Summer 1781 was remarkable for a cold droughe,
which continued levern] weeks withering the grafs, and introducing a black
fiy upon the corns, which prevented the grain from being fo plump a2 ufual.
1783 wae remarkable for being a backward feafon, fo that fome of our coras
were buried below the inow on the 330t of OQober, Sumuner 1783 was re-
Warkable for a thick fog, whereby the fun was fcarcely vifible for three
weeks; we felt that fummer a flight (hock of an esrthquake. Qur fum~
Iers, upon the whole, for thefe fix years bygone, have been rather cold § our
winters, on the other hand, have been opeu and freth, as it is termed. So
Wet have gur fammers been, as almoft to countenance the fanciful opiman of
old people, that the climate was altogether changed. Summer 1794 has been
remarkably warm,
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miore than 1oo feet, above 20 fret per mile. Befides the
Glazert, there are no lefs than 19 fimall burns which fall into
it. Perhaps to peopls who have been accuftomed to refide
chiefly in a level country, few fcenes will appear more truly
pifturefque than that of the ftreams of water ruthing down
the fides of the Campfic Fells in 2 flood, whilé the top of the
mountain is perfeétly hid in the blue mift. This ftream of
water, though highly pi€turefque, and exceeding ufeful, 1s ftill
accompanied with fome inconveniences. In the /7 place,
when there is a great drought, the {pring water is apt to be
impregnated too much with mineral water coming from thé
coal-levels, which muft prove highly prejudicial to the bleach~
er. In the 24 place, The leaft thower brings d-wn fucha quan-
tity of mofs from the hills, as to prove very troublefome in the
finer operations of preparing the cloth : the manufalturers,
Lowever, bave contrived in a great meafure to remedy both
defells, by filtrating the water through the fine beds of gra-
vel, upon which their works are (tuated ; there is one acci-
dent which happeus, againft the bad effects of which there
is no guarding, but by turning off the water altogether from
the works; and that is, when the ftagnating water in fome
old coal.-wafte breaks out, it will tinge every ftone in the ri-
ver, for miles, and kiil every fith which comes within its
poifonous influence. We have feen the trouts, after fuch an
irruption, floating on the (urface, gathered in batkets full, and
caten by the country people, yet no bad effeét following from
eating fuch poifoned fith ®*. This diftriét originally muft
have been much better wooded than at prefent, as is evident

from

* The Glazert, in former times, was 3 great depofit for falmon fpawn,
whereby an uncommon quantity of fry was yearly produced, for recruitiog
the fitheries on the Clyde, the number of its fords and fand banks being well

&lcolated for fuch a nurfery. It is faid that the raifing of the Damhead at
Dartick
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of Campfic, 321

from the remains of large trees occafionally dug up in the
fwwamps, and of the fcattered copfe-woods in the glens and
braes. There are {till three confiderable woods in the parifh ;
the three together contain at leaft one hundred and ten acres
of ground, and confilt of oak, aller, birch, faugh, and afh;
though the timber of thefe woods be reckoned goed, they are
but of flow growth ; the woods upon the banks of Lochlo-
mond arrive at fuller maturity in 18 years, than the Camp-
plic wood mn 23,

The diderent articles made from thefe woods are fold at
the following prices on the fpot: Gtobs at 4s. the hundred,
four feet lonyg ; kebbres for houles at 3s. per dozen, if made
of birch, and os. of ath ; cart-trees at 1s. and 15. 4d. the pair.
A woodman receives 1s. 2d. for cutting and making the hun-
dred ftobs ; and peelers of bark, if men, ts. per day, and wo-
men 8d. DBark fells at 15s. the boll, 12 ftone weight; and

Vor. XV Tt the

Dartick mills, upen the Kelvin, is the fole caufe why the fith come not up in
rodding time to the Glazert. Perhaps there is fome truth in faying that one
grear reafon of the fearcity of falmon in the Clyde, is the Little regard paid to
the young fry.

It would ar leaft be an objed to the country at large, and particularly to
that city, that greater attention fhould by paid to this arcicle, fo that the tri-
hatsry ftseams which formerly fupplied the Clyde with fry, {hould not be
rendered” totally ufelefs | have not heard of a fingle falmon bewng feen in
our river for 18 years; whereas, in former days, they were fo plenty in {pawn-
ing time, that 1t was cuftomary, though uniawful, for the country lads to go
sut with torches made of the dreflings of Lint, and with long fpears to kill
sonfiderable quantities of thefc foul Afh.

Although fometimes the water fram the coal-waltes deftroys the trouts
in the Glazert, yet as the glen and burns, at the head of the patifh, are well
ftacked, the river is quickly replepiflied.

Our trout fecma to be of two diflindt {pecies; the muir trout, with the
Ylack back, is a poor, lank, iafipid fih; the Kelvin trout is 'p:lfo:w in the
['r:.m, and much P]umppr and richer in the fith. There is I.'.'lﬂ.]]l" one loch inthe
parith, containing about 32 acres, where there js 2 confiderable quantity of

gerch,
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322 Statiflical Accoun

the refpeflive proprietors are bound by their lcafes to driva
it to market. Although the firath of Campfic be remarkible
for growing barren-timber, there is much lefs planting, either
in belts or in hedge-rows, than might have been expedted :
'To fay that the {pirit for planting is only beginning in the end
of the cighteenth century, in a country fo calculated by foil
and fhelter to produce fine timber, is not faying much to the
praife of our induflry. As to fruit trees, it may hiterally be
affirmed, that there is not one orchard in the whole parifls ;
therefore it cannot be faid, from recent experience, whe-
ther it be a foil adapted for the production of apples or not,
Confiderable attention of late, however, hath been paid by the
gentry to their kitchen gardens; it is to be hoped, that the
"."plrit of gardening, {o lony dormant, will exert itfelf in the
formation of orchards, and the laying out of plantations : In-
deed, in a country where grazinf 1s {o much practifed, it is
rather matter of furprife to the proprietors themfelves, that
felf-intereft long ere new fhould not have led them,to forin
{helter for their cattle in winter ¥,

Wild Deafls, and Dirds —There are two {pecics of badger
found among the loofe rocks of Campflic Fells, the one fome
what refembling a fow, the other a dog ; the firlt 15 morc arch-
ed in the back, and i1s not fo mimble in turming iulelf; there
has occafionally been hams made of it in this place. The
fox too is a native of this parifh; the huntfman fays, that the

three

* Asto fmall vepetable produftions, they are both exreeding'y nuras.ous
.and waried : mofl of the Scotch plants common to glens, woeds, wnd rocks,
arc to he found in this diltri&. Our ingenious fricnd, Mr David Ure, declaies
fhat he hath enjoyed confiderable pleafure in fearching lur plants in our k-
?ucﬂnr:d vele ; and that his cunwfity was not a litile gratificd. Particularly
all the d.iﬁ:r:::t I'Ilru:cits of the lichen is found here,
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ihree different kinds peculiar to Britain are found here : The
gray-hound- fox, with the long bufby tail, white on the top,
fkulks on the Fells, and is particularly defirullive to the lambs.
The other two {pecies lurk in woods and old wafte coal-pits 3
the one is low and thick made, of a verv dark brown; the
other very fmall, of a lively red and a black tip on its tail §
the laft are the moft milchievous' to our poultry. There
arc likewife wealles, otters, polecats, hedgehogs, wild cats 3
and, of late, feveral martins have been feen among the rocks.
As to birds of prey, there are four fpecies of hawks; one
pair of the gentil fulcon breed regularly every year, in the
Craig of Campfie, a {pecies much fouglt after by fportfimen s
we have likewife the kiftril, what fpecies which we perceive
fo frequently in the air, fixed in one place, as it were fan-
ning with its wings, and watchg for its fport : The Gofs-
hawk, which builds its net upon trees in {equellered places,
is lhewife a native of this parifh ;3 it dathes through the
woods with valt impetuafity after its prey ;3 and the {parrow-
hawk is fo common in the up;er parts of the firath, that
the children of the villagers amufe themfelves by taming
them 3 both the flugpih tadltive buzzard, and the fo.ring
glade or kite, are natives of this diltriCt : So comimion is the
glade with u-, that its various modes of flight are confidered
a3s an almanack for the weather, and its note is a fymbol of
moral conduél ; we obferve, when it {oars Ingh in the air, it
prognofticates good weather 3 and every boy will te!l you thot
it is not for nothing that the glade whiftles ; alluding ro 11 -
note of that bird when it glides though the air, watchin., ..
its prey. The golden eagle ufed formerly to build in v
rocks, though of late it has difcontinued the praclice ;s bnt
we have a vilit of them annually for fome months in the fpring
and early part of the fummer; they are commonly known

Tt 2 amorng
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324 Statiftical Account

among the {hepherds, by the name of the earn, a vifit of which
amonglt the flock is dreaded as much as that of the fox. But
of all the birds of prey amongft us, the hen-harriers, or white
aboon-glade, as he is called, is the moft deftrutive to game,
both partridges and muirfowl. They brecd on the ground a-
mongft rathes in the muirs, and fly low along the furface of
the earth in (carch of prey; the corbie or raven, the hooded
or carrion crow, rooks, jackdaws, and the red legged crow, are
natives of this diftri€t. There are about fix pairs of ravens,
which breed annually in the rocks, and are exceeding deftruc-
tive to young lambs in a bad fpring. I have feen, again and
again, a raven attack a lamb, beat with its wings about its
head, till' the poor creature fell headlong over a precipice 3
and before the fhepherd could climb to the {pot, the raven
had picked out its eyes. The red legged crow is but fcarce
with us; we feldom meet with above a pair or two in the
whole range of the Campfie Falls ; when we do meet with
them, it is amongft the jackdaws, of which there are a con-
fiderable number which haunt our rocks. A verycurious fcene
is frequently cxhibited in our hills. If it thould happen that
a fox leaves his hole, and bafks himfelf in the fun, among the
rocks, immediately ail the birds of prey within a mile of him
will aflemble, and flutter, and fcream dver the {pot where the
thief is lurking ; eagle and hawk, raven and kite, and jack-
daw forget their animofities, feemingly combining in a mu-
tual league to difturb the retreat of reynard, fo that the hunti-
man confiders thefe birds as infallible guides to his fport. It
may be ob{erved, that bealts of prey are every day becoming
fecarcer. Till within thefe two years, we had a regular
bred huntfman, who hunted this diftrict ; his falary was paid
by the tenants, at fo much per plough, which huntfman anl
dogs were kept and fed by each tenant in his turn. The father

- prid
%Fr ®
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and fon-in-law performed the office of public huntfman, from
the year 171¢, till 1792, a period of fourfcore years: They
were [aid to poflels fome of the largeft fox hounds in the three
Lingdoms ; they were flow but remarkably ftaunch.—The
cry of the hounds, and the animating blaft of the buglehorn,
re-echoed by every rock along the range of Camphe Feils,
will be long rcmembered by the natives of this {trath,

Now there are fcarcely as many beafts of prey in the whole
diftrick, as to afford amufement to the graziers in an idle win-
ter day 3 the only reafon which has been afligned, is, the con-
verting of (heep pafture into grazing for black cattle, where-
by there is lefs food for fuch ravenous animals ; of courfe,
the large fox has migrated to the high lands, where his food
is more abundant. In proportion as the beafls and birds of
prey, have left this diftriét, the finging birds have increafed ;
feveral fpecies have appeared of late, which were formerly
unknown, particularly the bulfinch and the wood-lagk. Itis
perhaps at the Clachan of Cample, which is fituated in the
neiglibourhood of copfcwoods and retired glens, that a per-
fon is enabled to comprehend the meaning of a proverbial
exprellion in this county, the {creich of day light ;—here and
there, the lark begins the fong, which is foon heard and ac-
companied by all the hittle feathered choirifters within reach
of its note 3—"The air feems to vibrate with the found.—
As to our migrating birds, the ftatement in the following
table is founded on the obfervations of ten years :

NiMEs.
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Names, Arrives, Dissarrrars
The White Breafi:d St al- from the yth to the 3th of] September 24th tll Scp-
fow, May. tember 38th.
'The Cuclos, 17th of April to the ad offbecomes filcot about the
May. end ol June.

The }oed Cock, about the 26th of O&tober.jabone the Ec’glnning ol
March.

Gray Plover er Lopwing,! aboue the 26th of March. (about the end of July.

Water Wog tail, about the 1t of April. labout the 1} of Octoher

Stone Checker, about the 11} ol May. about the muddle of Ag-
H‘II&

Cﬁi‘fﬁ:r', about the 1ft of March about the it of O&ober.

In former times, particularly during a hard winter, it was
cultomary for wild ducks, wild geefe, and even {wans, to vifit
the {wamps of this parifh; thefe being now drained, fuch
fowls are fcarcely to be feen. 'T'here are plenty of groufe
in the Campfie muirs; at the fame time partridges have of
lIate become uncommonly fcarce ; many caufes have been af-
figned for the rapid decay of this fpecics of game, fuch as
the wet fummers, and the pretended increafe of the birds of
prey, which is not fact.

Perhaps it will be found, that this country at prefent is ra-
ther in an unfavourable ftate for nurfing patridges; the
broom, and furze, and briers, being moftly grubbed out, and
the land formerly wafte, put under cultivation ; whereas ar-
tificial fhelter by belts of planting is not yet produced ; while
the number of idle boys, belonging to the public works, let
loofe upon a Sunday, firolling about the fields with their tars
rier dogs, ferreting out the patridge nefts by the fmell, may be
an additional caufe of the uncommeon fcarcity of this game in

the parifh.

Strata, Minerals, Lime and Coal.—The hills of which in part

the parifh of Campfie is compofed, are according to the diftinc-
Hon
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tion of naturalfts, of two fpecies, primary and secondary ; n
the firft, it is faid that coal and lime are never to be found,
whereas the fecond abounds with both.

The higheft ridge of the Campfic Fells, is about 1500 feet
above the level of the fea, and about 1200 from its bafe;
where, properly fpeaking, the mountain commences, the af-
cent is very rapid 3 and from examining the glens, and gul-
lys forimed on its fides, it feems to be compofed of the fol-
lowing ftrata: At the bafe of the hill, immediately after the
coal is cut off, vou meet with feveral layers of camflone, (as
it is termed with us,) which is eafy burned into a heavy lime.
Immediately above the caniftone, you find at Jealt a dozen
firata of ironftone, of different thicknefs, with a foft flatc
interveening betwixt the layers ; it is faid by thofe who have
examined the ironftone, that it is of an excellent quality.
Thefe different feams make up 2006 feet of the bafe of the
mountain. Then 15 ftrata of muirftone rife above each o-
ther to the fummit of the Fells, where they jut out; in the
face of the braes, they go by the name of daffes or gerrocks.
Betwixt thefe ftrata of muirftone, you meet with various co-
loured ftuff, fometimes of a copperifh, fometimes of an iron-
ftone colour ; and it is faid, there are appearances of copper;
but the working of it has not as vet been attempted. Lately,
when forming the new turnpike-road along the fide of the
bills, feveral veins of fpar and chry{tal were found, not un-
like thofe which accompany lead-mines; and perfons who
had wrought at the different lead-mines in Scotland, declar-
ed, that the appearances of that metal were both frequent and
favourable : no attempt as yet hath been made to follow out
thefe appearances. In the whole range of the Camplie Fells,
there is only one place where the rocks affume a bafaltic ap-
pearance ; and by thofe who admire {uch ¢olumnar appear-

ances,
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ances, they are fuid to be very beautiful. Here and therc,
there were dug out, when forming the turnpike-road on the
biils, feveral ftrata of moft excellent clay marle, both white
and {peckled ;—it has not as yet become an objelt of atten-
tion to the country people. Beautiful pebbles have been
found among the rocks, of which a gentleman lately procus-
ed as many as, when polifhed, furnifthed a fet of elegant but-
tons for a coat. About the middle of the, firath, you mect
with exccllent quarries of free {tone, calculated for all the
purpofes of the builler; but the mincrals of which we have
the greatelt reafon to boaft, are the inexhauftaole feams of
hime and coal, which meric a particular defeription.  The
coal and lime in this pariih are generally found in the fame
field : The coal, throughout the whole parifh, poflefles a cak-
ing quality ; at the fame nme it is very foul and fulphurous,
leaving, when burned, an uncommon quantity of rulty colouar-
ed afhies, which make excellent manure for certain forts of land.

The coal on the North of the Glazert, takes on about a
mile Eaft from the Clachan of Campfic, and continues with-
out much interruption to the eaftern extremity of the parift ;
it runs parallel to the Fells, and {cldom exceeds a quarter of
a miiz in breadth : The field on the Scuth fide of the river,
which forms a beit around the South braes, is confiderably
broader, and is of much {uperior quality to the other. The coul
is found of ditferent depths from the furface ; on the North
fide, from feven to fifteen fathoms; on the South, from fif-
teen to twenty two ; the feam throughout the whole pariib,
is, at an average, from forty two inches to four feet in thick-
nefs, wicth two {mall bands, of an inch and an inch and half,
running through i, The firata above the coal is found uni-
formly in the tolluwing manner ; After the foil there is found
a {pecies of till, intcrfperfed with ftones ; after which comes

a blaze, a5 it is termed, and which continucs to a confidera-
' ble
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ble depth ; then flate, which, at a medium, is from feven to
cight feet in thicknefs ; after which, there s uniformly lime-
ftone, being a feam of four feet; then a flate, and then the
coal : Such is the regular ftrata in Campfie in finking for
coal 3 with this difference, however, that the flate in the North
of Glazert, betwixzt the lime and coal, is fifteen feet in thick-
nefs ; on the South, it is {carcely four ; below the coal, there
15 eighteen inches of a ftuff, which the workmen term da/fk ;
then the white lime, of an inferigr quality to the other, and
as yet but feldom wrought.

The coal in this diftrict is full of irregularities, filed by
the workmen coups, and Aifches, and dykes ; the truth is, the
coal partakes a good deal of the irregularity of the ground
above, which is very uneven. If one was to {peak in gener-
al terms of the whole coal in the parifh; as one field, it mighe
be faid, that the depth was to the South Eaft, and the rife
to the North Wl 5 fuch really being the afcent and declivi-
ty of the lands in this diftrict ;—but as thers are a number
of gentle {wells in the ftrath, it will happen, that according
as the pit is put down on this fide of the fwell, or upon the
other fide, the dip and rife of the coal will appear favourable,
or the contary.— lhe dip is fometimes fo fudden as to be
one foot in three, in other places, only one in twenty. Befi-
des thefe coups and hitches, which are found where the ftra-
ta above and below the coal fuddenly approach, or retreat
from each other, by this means couping the coal out of its
regular bed, there are complete breaks in the ftrata, termed
dykes, which cut off the coal entirely in various direftions ;
thefe dykes are fometimes obferved upon the furface of the
carth, from which they fink down to an unfathomable
depth ;—There are two of thefe dykes in this diftrict, which
are remarkable, and feem to be uniform throughout : Firf,
There is a coup-dyke, which runs from Weft to Eaft j} North

YoL. XV. Uana
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of this coup-dyke, the coal dips about fifieen feet, and then
they may work about three hundred yards into the hill, where
they feem to be cut off entirely by a whinftone dyke; fo
there are two great barriers which intercept the ly of the
coal upon the North of the Gluzert ; the coal on the South
of the coup-dyke, takes on almoft within fix feet of the fur-
face, and is not above fix inches thick, with fomsthing like

a clay roof,

Manner of W orking.—There is reafon to believe that coal
has been wrough in this diftrit for feveral centuries ; but the
working of it fcems to have been carried in a very aukward
irregular manner, taking advantage of the ly of the ground:
They ufed to make large excavations upon the furface,
which they termed creeping heughs ; from thefe excavations,
they drove a road into the coal heads, and by this means
brought the coals to the hill, dragging them on their fmall
fledges up the d=clivity, which was not very great, as the ex-
cavation was always made as much to the dip fide of the hill
as poflible : It is evident, that in this manner they could on-
1y work the crop of the coal, where the water created little dif-
quiet ; a method, however, highly prejudicial both to the land-
lord and the public ; the next ftage of working was by fink
ing perpendicular pits, {liled windlafs heughs. On the North
‘of the river Glazert, thele pits were in depth from fixty to nine-
ty feet; but they fo contrived it, that thefe pits were placed
near fome gully or burn, where, by running a level from 2
ccrtain part of the burn, all the coal round the pit bottom be-
came drained ; and in the finking of every ncw pit, they muft
always do it with a retrofpect to their former level; ftil,
however, the coal upon the dip fide might be lying under

water ; for although the declivity in the ground favoured
greatly
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greatly thefe imperfect fhort levels, there were muany fields
of coal which could not thus be drained but at a moit enor-
mous ¢xpence, in driving {ubterraneous mines : In this ftage
of carrying on the work, there were employed at leall two
men at the windlafs, putting up the coals in ikifhes, termed
hutches ; and it is more than probable that they had likewile
to pully up the water for a confiderable time every morning,
before the workmen had got tae coals reifed 5 the coal bufi-
nefs in this diftri€t was carried on in this flovenly manner
during this century : The country was ill fupplied ; the land-
lards complained that they never made a fhilling of their
eoal, while every perfon was furprifed, that a diftrict, poffef-
fing fuch natural advantages, {hould make fo little good ufe
of them. bout two years ago, coal becoming exceeding-
ly fcarce, and the price rifing fuddenly, there became an ab.
folute neceflity of working it in a better {lyle; 1:.(.-:1::1171'*3].,
Mr Dunmore of Ballindalloch, a geatleman to whofle adlivi-
ty and patriotifin this part of Scotland is mucn indchted, be-
coming the leflce of feveral works in the parith, he imme-
diately ereled gins, driven by horfes, for puiling up the coals ;
which improvement is anfwering the purpofe, and is eiiher
already, or wiil be quickiy followed by the otl.cr proprictors §
fo that now we have every probability of this neceffary arti-
cle of life being wrought in a {tyle far fuperior and more ex-
peditious than hitherto experienced.

All the coalliers in this parith no ¥ work with the pick and
wedge : this, however, is only a latc improvement ; they pool
in the middle of the feam, where a finall band of {lone, about
an inch of thicknefs, lyes, called the pooling band, and then
fhear down what is above, {liled the roof coal, and drive up the
foal coals with wedges ; they carry on their drifts orroomseight
feet by fourteen, leaving ftoops cight fect by twelve ; but this

Uuz varicg
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varies according as the coal is {oft or hard ; every coallier may.
be faid to be his own drawer ; {eldom or ever has he any perfon
to aflift him ; they commonly go to their work at four in the
moraning, and continue until two in the afterncon ; formerly
the coals were put out by the dark, confifting of twenty eight
hutches, for which dark the coallier received one thilling and
eight pence, and the proprietors had for lordfhip one fhilling
and ten pence ; an ative workman could very eaflily put out
two of thefe darks per day, muking three fhillings and four
pence ; thefe hutches becoming more and more uncertain as to
the quantity contained in them, both the landlord and public
being impofed upon, it became neceffury to adopt fome new
fcgulatinns relative to the meafure ; which has been done
accordingly ; {o that now we compute by loads; each load
consains 2184 cubic inches, equal to twenty one Scotch pints
and a half, water meafure; fix of thefe loads make an exceed-
ing good cart, which fhould weigh betwixt twelve and thir-
teen hundred weight ; the price, at the pit mouth, being eigh-
teen pence per cart, or threepence per load ; a tolerable work-
man can put out twenty four loads per day, for which he has
three fhillings ; and the landlord the other three thillings. In
order to afcertain the quantity of coals raifed at the diffcrent
pits, of which there are no lefs than fixty going this month of
December 1593, we fhall calculate the average out-put of the
coaliers : Thereare, in all the different pits, forty fix coalliers;
allowing three carts and a half per day to each, makes one
hundred and fixty one carts per day, fuppoling them only to
work five days in the week; the out-put per week will be cight
hundred and five carts ; reckoning the coalliers weeks in the
year only to be fifty, the out-put in the year will be forty
thoufand two hundred and fifty carts; fuppofing that the
mgafurc, at a medium, does not exceed eleven hundred weight

pet
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per cart, the out-put in the year will be 22135 tons and a-half 5
the price at the hill is fomewhat better than 2s. 6d. per ton;
the total value is 27g0cl. Sterling, of which the coalliers re-
ceive 13751 3 the remainder goes for lordfhip, and to fupport
the hills-men and gin-boys, along with the tear and wear of
the work.

According to the calculation of men ikilled in coal-mines,
thefe 20,000 tons will at lealt exhauft three acres of coal an-
nually, a wafte, which, great as it may appear, we are able
to fupport for 5o years to come but in reality we are raif-
ing this feafon, at leaft, double of what was raifed former-
ly, nay, 1o timcs more than what was put out about 20 years
ago 3 this great quantity of coal is ufed in the following man-
ner : The two printfields confume annually 3500 tons; a-
bove 2100 tons is ufed in burning lime ; and the remainder
in fupplying the parithes of Campfe, Fintray, Balfrone, Ki-
lairn, Strathblane, Baldernock, and partly Kirkintilloch and
Kilfyth. It is doubtful if even yet the coal in this diftrick
be wrought to advantage; in reality, we are as yet but
working the crop -of the coal; it being abfolutely neceflary
that they fhould either drive their levels, or erelt their fteam
engines upon the dip fide, fo that they might work to the
rife. Many great fields at this moment ly buried under wae
ter, owing to this defeél 4.

It

{ No map being made of thefe fubterraneous works, and no documents
peing in the pofleflion of the proprictors, to pont out when and how fuch a
field of coal was wrought, it is only by fome vague rradition, handed down
from one generation of coalliers to another, that we pretend to judge whether
the ground be walted or net ; fo that too often the pit is put down upon a
trouble, or wafte, to the great detriment of the adventurer ; which miltake
might be ealily re&ified, by cach pmﬁriﬂnr getting an accurate chart made out
pf thefe fubterrancous works, for the benefit of pofterity ; beflides many lives
might

1
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It has been obferved that limeftone is aiways found in the
fame field with the coal; it is in general a feam from three
feer to five in thicknefs, and is wrought in the {ollowing man-
ner : [hey take off the earth from the furface, called tirring,
which s from 10 to 30 feet; {eldom or never have they as
yet wrought the lime-ftone by mining. 'The probability is,
however, that they wiil foon be compelled to it; the wark-
men take tirring at 3d. the {quare yard; they put out the
lime-{tone at fo much per chalder, and hy experience they

know what number of {quarc yards of broken flone, makes a
chalder

might be faved, which are unfertunately Joft by the workmen firiking through
upon old wafte ; as was the cafe Iebruary 178p, when five coalliers were kil-
led in the Newk coal pit of Campfie. 1 conflider the wages of the coallers,
as by no meane in proportion to the wages of other labourers in the parifh ;
the labourer having only fixteen pence per day : Allowing the coallier a third
more on account of the danger and difagreeable naturc of the work, viz. twa
thillings, then there would be one third of the wages, which he receives at
'pri:ﬂ:m, faved to the public

Coal, in cvery 1nland diflrid in Scotland, fhould net be confidered as an
article of commerce, which the landlord as a merchant, may fpeculate upen
for his own advantage : It fhould be confidered as an article of the firlt ne-
ceflity : Proprictots of land fhould recolledt, that every circumftance which
snereafes pﬂpulatinn, u|f:matfl_'_r' henefits ther ¢ﬂat:5; wi;ercv:r water ia Plcn"
ty and firing cheap, there the manufa&urer and labourer will always refort.
Campfic, at prefent, is confpicuoufly blefled with both ; and it will difcover
the folly of the jandlords, 1f ever they permit coals to become much dearer;
it is mot the ricknefs of the foil which always brings the hugheft rent to the
proprietor ; fome particular local advantage adts in his favour ; and perhaps
there is none to {urpafls the advantage of cheap fucl.

A fmall farraer (fuch as we have in this difltiét) confiders good oat meal
and 2 good fire as great Jucuries; and while the tenants poflefs thele, they will
make & conliderable fhift to pay their dear rents.

It is with pleafure that we take notice of the public fpirited attempts made
by feveral gentlemen laft year, to prevent the coals from rifing in this diltric
and they have fully fucceeded : They have perhaps funk a little money, but
their tenants and dependants have reaped the benefit, and the public hath pa:é
them cvery refped which an clevated mind can defire.
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chalder of lime ; the lime is burnt chiefly in fmall kilns, hold-
ing from 10 to 15 chalders, the {tone being more complete-
Iy burnt, than in thofe of a larger fize ; the layers of ftone
and coal are made alternately in the following proportions :
1{t, 5ix inches of coal, then 20 inches of lime-{tone, broken
to the fize of a two-penny-loaf. Two firlots (wheat mea-
fure) of burnt ftone make four firlots of flacked lime ; of
courfe, 32 firlots make a chalder of lime, fold, till within
thefe two years, at 4l. Scots, at the quarry, now, 8s. the rea-
dy money price ; formerly it was fold with at leaft 6 months
credit. It is doubtful if the ftate of the country as yet will
permit thia alteration, fmall as it is; it requires 6 or 7 loads
of coal to burn the chalder of lime. There were employed
this fummer (1793) g0 workmen in the different lime quar-
riss in the parith, who raifed at leaft 3000 chalders of
flacked lime ; the Campflie lime is reckoned of an exceeding
rich quality, much fought after by plaifierers ; in common
building, to every boll of lime one boll of fand is required,
to make proper mortar. The great falls relative to our coal
and lime work, are {tated in the following table :

No. of CoaLLiErRs 46 'Wages, 3s perday, or 1375l per

aqnum.
— Carts 42,250 per annum, at 18d. per cart.
—— Tons 22,13§ per annum,
Price - 18d4. per cart confilting of [ix loads.
Weight - 12 hundred weight.
LimE-sTronE 3d. per fquare yard, tirring,
Chalder rs. 8d. the putting out.
Price - 8s. per Chalder, when burnt at the
kalit,
Mt . 84, per ditto for fetting and felling
lime.

Coal
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CoaL - 3500 Tons confumed by the printfields:

— - 2106 confumed in the burning of lime.

e - 16,465 confumed by this, and neighbour-
«  ing parifhes.

VaLuE L. 2750 of out-pit this year t793.

LiME - jooe Chaldrons burned and fold in the

year. 6 Loads of coal, to the
burning of 1 chalder of lime:
fo that every chalder, befides
tirving, cofts the tack{man in
expence of putting out, in fett-
ing, and in coals, 3s. 6d. before
he can bring it to market,
Mzn T 40 employed in working lime,

State of Property~—This parith contains one hundred and
one ploughgates of land, 73 of which are poflefled by eight
great proprietors; the other 28 ploughs are poflefled by 37
feuars, or portioners, holding charter and feifin ; the valua-
tion of the whole parifh, being 6429l. 4900l. is poflefled by
the cight great proprietors, in the following proportions :

Valuation.
William Lennox of Woodhood - T 922
John Lennox of Antermony, ‘- 888
Sir John Stirling of Glorat, - - 8oo
Sir Archibald Edmifton of Duntreath, - 686
John Macfarlane of Kirkton - 537
John Buchanan of Carbeth, - - 403
John Kincaid of Kincaid, - - 417
John Stirling of Crajgbarnet, - - 300

They all refide in the parifh, except Sir Archibald Edmi-

fton, who pofleffes large eftates in the par'iﬁics of Kilfyth,
Strathblane,
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Strathblane, Kilpatrick, and Dwmnbarton : Mr Buchanaa of
Carbeth, Mr Stirling of Craigbarnet, and Sir John Stirling of
Glorat, poilefs, each of them, likewife landed property in
other parithes 3 of this property there are 2260 pounds Scots
entailed, and in all probability there will be more added by
the prefent proprietors. The {mall proprictors are feuers of
the families of Montrofe, Keer, Glorat, and Bardowie, and
beame fo at the follownyg periods :

Feuers of Montrofc 1632 ; feuers of Keer 1714 ; feuers
of Glorat 1742 ; feuers of Bardowie 1913. Landed proper-
ty in this diftri¢k hath changed its mafters as {eidom as in
mofl parts of Scotland ; whether this be an advantage to the
country, or not, is a quefltion upon which fpecalative men
have differed; but this at leaft is certain, that the following
families ; viz. Kincaid of Kincaid, Stirling of Craigbarnet,
Stirling of Glorat, Lennox of Woodhead, and Edmifton of
Duntrath, were, in the year 1470, proprictors of the fame
lands which they poffefs at this day ; the eftate of Auchin-
reoch fell by fucceflion, in the beginning of this century, to
the Buchanans of Carbeth, an ancient family in the parifh of
Killern : Macfarlane of Kirton, a cadet of the family of Mac-
farlane, became proprietor of Kirton in the year 1624; the
efltate of Antermony is the pur hafe of Captain John Lin-
nox of Antermeny, a younger foa of the ancient family of
Woodhead. Yerhaps this circumftanice, which may pleafe
the pride of family, is one great reajon why the improvement
of land is fo very backward in this diltrict ; wherever fami-
b=z refided long upon an eftate in Scotland, the ﬂbjfﬂ of our
Scotch ambition was to poffels a numerous tenantry, live as
they may. The lusird fought other means of bettering Lis
ftuation, than by the flow returns of agriculture ; whereas,

Yor. AV. X x if
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if an eftate often changed its mafter, it became in reality
an objeét of eommerce, and every new proprietor madc it

fomewhat better for his own intereft.
It is curious to obferve the progreflive rife of the land rent

in this parifh, fince the year 1642 ; the rent of the plough-
gate in thole days, was about one hundred merks, befides
feu fervices : and there is reafon to believe, that the valua-
tion in Cromwel’s time, in this di€trict, was made as high as
the land could really afford in rent ; during the firlt years of
the Reftoration, land feems to have rifen, (as appears from
fome old tacks:) From the 168e, till the year 1715, it
appcars that the rife was but trifling ; after this period it
rofe confiderably; and, in the year 1748, was about 1500 L.
Sterling 3 the next rife was in the year 1763 3 and, confider
ing the value of the land in the natural pofieflion of the {mall
proprietors to keep pace with the tenantry, it rofe to about
q000 1. Sterling. ‘The land-rent this prefent year, is betwixt
feven and eight thoufand per anmum, upon leafes, or in the
natural pofleflion of the {mall proprictors.

YEARS. 1642 1713 1748 1767 1703
VaLve: [{-1- 8co 1500 1000 2000

By this flatement, it is evident, that land gives fourteen
times more rent in money than it did 150 years ago ; allow-
ing for the fervices and other preftations payed by the ten-
ants in thofe days, perhaps we ought not to reckon fo high-
ly ; whether this rife, however, is to be afcribed to the gra-
dual improvement of landed property, cr the depreciation of
money, becomes another queftion ; and perhaps the land-
holders will not have fo much reafon to boaft of their advan-
ced rents, if the enguiry be fairly made ; in this rental, that

61 cot-houfes is not comprehended, which is at leall five hun-
dred
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died per annum 5 thefe houfes have increafed their rents four
times the fum of what they wore in 174495 even {o late a8
1762, four pounds Scots was the rent of a cottage with a fmall
yard annexed to it 3 fuch houfes rent now at twenrty fhillings 5
but, from the improvement made on cot-houles, the rent of
a room and kitchen, or what in the language of the place is
{tiled a dat and a Ben, gives at lealt two pounds Sterling ; fo
that the fame clafs of people piy for lodging fix times more
than they did thirty years ago; this increale arifes chiefly from
the introduction of manufattures 3 now, if the rent of the coal
and lime, together with that of the cot-houfes, be added to
the land, the total rent of the parifh may be ftated to be eight
thoufand four hundred pounds Sterling per annum.

Prefent State of Agriculture.~—1t is not pofliible to fuy ex-
actly what number of acres there are arable, and what not,
as there is no map of the parith, nor has the whole ever been
accurately meafured : If the parifh contains fifteen thoufland
acres, it will ba found that five thoufand of thefe are arable ;
of the other e thoufand, confifling of brae, of muir, and pal-
ture land, three thoufind more may be made arable —OFf
courle, it is about fifty acres of arable land to each plough.

There are ninctyalh-: heads of families, who live on this
property, either as tenants or feaers; and whole employment
is either grazing or agriculture 3 but it is to be obferve.l, that
there are eighteen heads of families in this litt, who do not
thake agriculture their chief emsployment ; poficiing only a
few actes of Ind, and who principally employ themfelvees as
mufons, or carriers, or road makers 3 there is another diftine=
tion to be made of thefe heads of families, who employ them-
felves in agriculture ;3 28 of them are feuers, who farm their
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own lands, the remainder are tenantry; feven of thele 1aft
make grazing their chief employment.

The following is a table of the rents paid by the differ-
ent graziers and farmers in this diftrit, in 17¢3.

No. 1 L. 6Goo No. L 420
1 167 i 100
comprehending the feuers who farm their own land. The
rents of others run betwixt twenty and feventy pounds, ex-
cepting upon the forfeited eftate of Bancloich, where fome
tenants pay as low as five pounds per annum, they having got
leafes of three nineteen years in 1748.
The labour of thele hundred plough gates of land was per-
formed in 1793, by feventy ploughs, drawn by 122 horfes,
yoked in the following manner :

20 ploughs drawn 4 horfles. each.

24 ditto drawn by 2 horfes.

26 ditto  drawnbv 3 horfes.

The following table exhibits the manner in which the five
thouland acres of arable land was cropped in the year 17¢3,
Viz.

2000 acres in tillage and fown grafs, of which were,

200 acres in barley.

1CQ acres in potatoes.

g0 acres in lint.

200 in fown grafs.

3500 in oats 3 of which, we may dedué® 20 for peafe and
beans ; the remaining 3000 acres in ley pafture for milk cows,
and young beafls.

There were not ten acres fallow, in the whole parifh ; nei-
ther were there above four acres in whest or turnip. Per-
haps there is no country in Sc tland more cakulated for rail-

g
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ing turnip than Campfie; at the fame time, I rather think
they do not ftand the winter well in this diftriét ; 1 have {aid
20 acres for pezafe and beans, the wet climate r-:':ndering thefe
a very unprofitabie crop with us, growing ail to the firaw,
without any pods: The »roduce per acre, at an average, is
about {ix bolls 3—{mall as this may appear, it is at leaft onc
third more than it was thirty years ago: If a firanger was
to view our crop at Lammas, when growing, or even in the
fhock, he would be apt to conclude the produél to be a great
deal more; the truth is, our moift climate produces much
ftraw and little corn’; I believe, it may (afely be affirmed,
that at an average there is not above fifteen pecks of meal
out of the boll; the barley produces better, the foil being
adapted for that grain; and it is faid to malc remarkably
well ; but the fault lies more in the fiyle of farming, thanin
the ground itlelf ; fo late as the year 1563, the farms were
poffeffed in run rigg ;—thers was {carcely any inclofing ; the
moment that the crop was [eparated from the ground, the
cattle of the neighbouring tenants grazed in common, till
rext Whitfundav ; the ditinltion betwixt out-field and in-
fizld, was kept up with the moft ferupulous exaltnels ; there
was no rye-grafe and clover fown, for making hay; and the
bulk of the farmers ploughed their land with what s ftiled
the broad plough, the four horfes yoked abreaft : "Thefe pe-
culiaritics are new worn out; at the fame time, farming,
both as to {cience and pradlice, is yet but in ite infancy in
this parifh. *

Tacks

* It in truc, thar the climate it nat poed, but the fuil §s excellent ; and as
the erops might he adapted to the climate, there are great hopes entertained,
that we (hall one doy excel in farming : ‘Lhe following detedts in our mode
feem to be moft Aagrant : 17, Fhe land being full of Iprings guihing out,
whetever any change ot (he foil takes place in the farms j—of courle, poti-

Ty
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Tacks in this parith are commonly let for nineteen years;
with a claufe that the tenant f{hall bear the public burdens,
which, confidering the land tax, the ftatute labour, and fome.

times the minifter’s ftipend, at lealt the vicarage, and fchool-
mafter’s

ing but underdraining can <lear the foil of fuch a2 nuifance ; and yet unfortu-
nately it is but litele pradtifed : adly, Our inclofures are little berter than rickle
dykes, built of ftones, gathered from the land, without any mortar T, |
courfe, totally incapable of meliorating the foil by keeping it warm; which
would be the cafe, if the inciofures were made with of quick-fet hedges,
and belts of planting, for which the parifh is fo remarkably calculated ; thefe
dykes give the parith a cold and uncomiortable lovk, 34y, A great propor-
tioh of eur arable land is laid down in the moft miferable manner without
fewn grafs, and impoverithed by three fuccecding crops of outs; by this
management, it is in a moft wretched condution, indeed, when broken up to
dergo anew the fame rotation of crops of oats  4ebdy, Our land, from being io
general a light fuil, and ficvated in a moilt climate, is much addifted to weeds §
it 13 foul even to ranknefls ;—Of courfe, as the corns grow much to firaw,
the Ralk of cern is kept conftantly wet at the root by the weeds ; it foon rots,
and the lealt blalt of wind in Auguft, lodges the corn on the croft-lands be-
fore they ate ripe ; whereas, if fummer fallowing was praétifed, there can-
not be the fmallelt doubt, but our crops would be clean and much earlier;
yet fummer fallowing is fcarcely ever praftifed in this parifh: Alonyg with
thefe defeds, | muft mention two other caufcs, which have not a little con-
" tributed to retard our progrefs in agriculture 1 In the fin? place, an over at-
tachment to grazing; which hath led the larmers to ftudy more the raifing
of {odder, than the raifing of gran ; by thus means, the early-feed cats have
never received much countenance in this iftriét ; but, Jf we confider the
moiftoefs of the climate, there 1 no parith which requires them more; and
from the expermments we have had of fowing carly oats, upon land well
cleaned from weeds by fummer Bllowsng, there 12 eviry encouragement to
proceed j—the grain wus fully nipe and early houlid.  2:4ly, 1 am not fure
but the propretors themfelves have, in fome meafure, contributed to
the little progrods which agriculiure hath made o this difii®. From an
opmion that lund was always upon the increafe, it has not been thor
objedt to gramt {uch long leales, as to encevrapge the farmur to fink money

i improving the lind : The opmion that has gone abroad amonght land-
lords,

&
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mafler's {alary ; the poor man's rent is confiderably augmen-
ted by fuch items.—Thefe things 1 don’t mention as grieve
ances, for the tenant fubferibes to them with open eyes ; nor
can the landlord be called an oppreflor, becauie he receives
them ; they are all preftations of a fair contraél ; and of
courde, if the proprietor did not ¢aaét them, he would be
entitled to more rent : I fimply ftate them as defclls in our
mode of hufbandry ; and which it would be the intereft
both of landlord and tenant to have removed —Let the ten-
ant know determinately what he is to pay, and let him have
the complete ufe of his time, and the complete management
of the produdll of his farm. As to a regular rotation of crops,
it is but little known in this diftri€t. The old mode of al-
lowing the land to ly ley for three years, and then liming it,
and taking three crops of oats, 1s, indeed, faflt wearing out;
but no 1egular {vltem is as yet introduced in its (tead.

The rent of the arable land per acre, is {lated in the fol-

fowing table ;

For

lords, that the raifing the rents of their lands forced the tenants to be more
active, might be produdtive of fome good effedt ; providing that indolence
was the only impediment to a fleurihung ftate of agriculture in this parifh =
Compulfion is but a bad argument, when the objedt of that compulfion
has not ftrength to obey : 1 could wifh chat fuch an idea was exploded ; for
it is no longer the interefk of this country to confider the tenantry vpon an
cftate, as part of that cftate.

in England, things feem to be better managed. There are flill feveral
feryitudes remaining in this parifh, annezed to the leafes of lands, Tuch as
kain heps, and the driving of the lairds coals ; thefe are indeed but fmall to
what took place about 30 years aga; hut, even thefe are fetters upon the in-
duitry of the tenants ;—of more hurt to them than of benefit to the landlord 5
ard it iy to be hoped, from the many inftances of an enhghtened mind which
the prefent proprictors have fhown, that all fuch cafualities will be abolithed

fn the firft opportunity,
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For potatoes from 4l. to 9L per acre. A flying crop.
For lint . ditto ditto ditto

For good arable  a gyinea and a half, cn Jeale.
Ordinary arable . per acre. - ditto -

There is {carcely any land in the firath of the parifth let
below 1l per acre. ‘The brae farms, and the pafture land,
are let by {lump; it is impoflible to fay what they rent per
acre,

It may be propzr here to take notice, that lime, though in
fuch great abundance in this parith, was made but litde ufe
of as a manure till very lately; the inhabitants pretended e-
ven to fay that it fpailed the ground by raifing weeds : the
truth is, the objeftion lay in their injudicious management ;
tacre is not the fmalicft doubt, where ground is foul, as is
the cafe in the {oil and moift climate of Campfie, that lime
puts the weeds in vegetation ; but if the land had been fal.
lowed, or even permitted to Jie long in ley, till the ground
was properly {warded, there is no country in Scotland, where
liming produces a better effeét, than in this diftri€t : As fome
recent experrments have fthewn, we now lime at the rate of
from {ix to eight chalders per acre. Such being the {tate of
agriculture in this parifh, it may be faid, without difparage-
ment, that it is, as yet, but in its infancy ; and yet it is but do-
g juitice, both to the proprictors and tenants, to obfcrve,
that the unprovements are going en with great {pirit and fuc-

cels.
Grazing ~~There is confiderable attention paid in this
diftri&t to the management of black cattle, both for the pur-

poles of the dairy, and likewile for that of the butcher. The
following table exhibits the number of cattle and fheep kept

in the parifh in 1793. Milk
ilk
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Milk cows, - - - 149
Calves and queys - - 5§03
Fat cows and young beafts for the Falkirk market, and
the butcher, - - g1y
Winterers, being moftly grazed next fummer for the
butcher - - 300
Sheep, being moftly brood ewes, - 1600

Thefe 749 milk-cows are kept by 177 people ; there are ten
principal dairics, which confft of betwixt 14 to 20 milk
cows ; the remainder are {plit down in {mall dairies, contain-
ing from 4 to 10 cows. It is not eafy to [iy what milk at an
average is given per day by the cows of this diftrict ; I thould
think from 7 to 11 Scotch pints; below 7 they are not thought
worth keeping for the dairy : above 11t they are confidered
as remarkable.

About 6o of thole perfons who have cows, may be confi-
dered as tradefmen and manufadturers; it may be doubt-
ed, whether it be of any ufe to fuch a perfon to keep a
cow or not ; fome are apt to imagine that it is caleulated
to inftill habits of idlenefls into the minds of their children,
who may be employed in herding them by the dykes-fide :
no doubt, it will be conhdered as an eye-fore by the far-
mers, to allow the children of tradefmen to feed their cows
on the road-fide, to the prejudice of his turnips and peafe ; on
the other hand, it is of the utmoft importance ta the ftate at
large, that the children of tradefmen and fedentary people
fhould be healthy s I know of nothing more calculated to
promote that end than plenty of frefh milk. Qur milk cows,
within thefe 30 years, have increafed confiderably in bulk;
at an average, if fattened, they would weigh 20 ftones, Tron
weight. In general, they are the breed of Highland buils ;
hence they have a tendency to take on flefh, more than to

Vor. XV Yy . give
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give large quantities of milk; at the fame time it muft be
pwned, that the milk is remarkably rich; it being very com-
mon for a cow, which only gives 8 Scotch pints per day, to
produce nearly a pound of butter from that milk per day.
Camplic has been long remarkable for making excellent but-
ter : Till of late, it was only (kimm’d milk cheefe which they
made, of courfe it was not very rich : Now, however, there
are feveral dairies, which make cheefe equal to any from
Dunlop; and from the price which they receive for {uch
cheefe, they confider this plan as mcere profitable than to
make butter.

There are about 1600 muir-ewes kept in the parifh, whofe
lambs are fold to the Glufgow butcher in the feafon, from
{s. to 3s. per head ; they are commonly taken afway by the
butcher during the month of June, and the firft two weeks
of July. Perhaps we have the beft ftock of black faced ewes
that are to be met with in Scotland ; they are completely
muir ewes, and yet they weigh twelve Tron pounds per quar-
ter, twenaty two ounces and a half to the pound : Vhey are fold
at a guinea per head when fat; the flock which 1 allude to
belongs to Mr David Dun, grazier, and they are p ftured up-
on the muir-lands of the eftate of Kirkton, belonging to John
Macfarlane, Efq; In former times, there were at lealt 4000
fheep in the parifh ; they were of two forts : the black faced
fheep, with cearfc wool, bought at the market of Kilbryde
and Linton ; and the fmall country fheep, with white and
yellow faces, and remarkable fine wool. ¥From what the
writer of this account recollells, the country {heep muit in
a great meafure have refembled the Shetland breed (—they
were the common breed of the country; it being wedder-
hogs and Dinmonts alkme, which were bought at Kilbryde
and Linton market. By fome firange fatality, this Seuthland

breed hath crept in, though the creature is lefs hardy and
' gourfer
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courfer in the wool ; at this moment there is not the fmalleft
veftige of our country breed remaining, all the ftock ewes in
the parifh being black faced and coarfe wooled : T'wo caufes
have been affigned for the total negle@ of the native breed :
1{t, Since the rife of the flefh-meat took place, it hath been
the object of the graziers to pay more attention to the bulk
of the carcafe than to the finenels of the wool. 2dly, About
the year 1763, a new mode of grazing was introduced ; the
face of the hille being appropriated to the feeding of black
cattle, it was found that our dative breed of theep were not
fond of the courfe ¢rafs in the muir, conftantly fecking after
the fhort bite on the Campfie Fells, it became abfolutely ne-
ccilury, therefore, if we were to follow this fyftem of gra-
zing, to procure fuch a breed of fheep as were fitted for the
muir ground.

At prefent, the wool in this parifh I believe to be as good
as any woo! of the U'weedfmuir breed of fheep ; when fmear~
ed with tar and butter, it fells betwixt fix and feven fhillings
per {tone ;—white, as it is termed, fells at ten ({hillings per
ftone ; we expedt eight pounds of clean wathed wool out of
the ftone of that which was fmeared; and twelve pounds
from the white wool It is chiefly fold to the country peo-
Pic in the neighbourhood. The grazing of black cattle upon
brae ground, is perhaps as well underftood in this parith, as
in moft places of Scotland ; above goo are fed annually in
this diftrict, cither for the butcher, or the Falkirk market
perhaps 300 of thefe may be wintered 5 the remainder bought
it at the Whitfunday markets.

‘The winterers graze in the open fields, during the whole
winter feafon, and are fod once or twice 4 day with coarfe
hay, made of fprats and grafs,—gathered in autumn amongft
the cows feet in their paﬂurc; the graziers commonly begin

Yy 2 : to
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te fodder, as they term ity about Chriltmafs, (It is confiders
ed 25 a {evere winter, when they are forced to begin before
Chriftmas, } and continue tiil about the beginning of April,
when the cattle refufe it.  There are few cattle grazed with
us but Ehighlanders, and we prefer thofe from Argylefhire,
and the Mles: North country cattle are rejected, as they are
confidered by the graziers as lour and difhcult to feed : graz-
ing of Highiand cattle upon brae.pround in this diftrit, owes
much of the perfeétion to which it has been brought, to Mr
David Dun, a native of this parilb.—Fkle has {pent the better
of lus life m the profeflion of a thepherd, grazier, and breed-
er of cattle ; and his countrynren acknowledge, with pleafure,
the obligations they are under to him for s fkill and atten-
tion in thefe particulars.—He has, with fome propriety, becn
ftyled the Scotch Bakewell ; for feveral years, he gave 1400 1.
ger annum for grafs-lands, and at that time did not fo much
as grow a cabbage plant ; at prefent, he pays about 8oo 1. per
onnum on current leafes; he has been known, again and a-
gain, to fell cattle of the Highland breed, of his own rearing,
at twelve and fourteen pounds Steriing per head, to the but-
chers 3—he has brought his breed of muir ewes to fuch per-
feftion, as often to fell his tup-hogs at a guinea per head, to
the Highland fhepherds for brood ramis: —~He has fold forty
or fifty at this rate, in a feafon. Belides the uncommon fkill,
which, from long experience, he muft have acquired in the
judging of cattle and fheep ; there are certain uniform prin-
ciples which he goes upon in grazing, which may be proper
to mention : In the 1/ place, never to {tock his land fo hea-
vily as his neighbours, er even perhaps as the land could bear ;
by this means, his cattle have always the choice of grafs, and
he is enabled to gather enough amongft their feet to fod-
der them in winter. ‘The cattle by this means are fully fed,

which gives him the option of merchants. 2d/y, By having
farms
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farms of different complexions, he has it in his power to fort
“his cattle in fuch a manner, as to fuit each farm:.—~He has it
m his power to vary their food, and to change them from
farm to farm, as he perceives them healthy, taking on flefh,
or the contrary. 3dly, In the manner of buying his cattle
from the Highland dealers, he is very particular: he muft
have the worlt and oldeft, draughted again and again from
the drove, before he will purchafe it by this means, he ac-
quires none but healthy cautle ; perhaps they may coft him =
few {Lillings more per hiead, but it is foon repaid.~~Scarcely
ever any of his cattle die ; and they are fo evenly, that it is
hardly in the power of the Butcher to challenge a bad beaft ;
by this management, his profits are uniform over the whole
hcad ; whereas, when cattle are fhot, as it is termed, the pro-
fits are greately diminithed. §

We are not to imagine that the profits of graziers in our
brae lands are very great ; when the cattle are bought in at
Martinmas, and kept for one year in the pafture, two
guineas per head is expeéted as grafs-mail ; when bought at
the Whitfunday market and kept till Martinmas, one guines
15 expected per head 5 when thefe profits are deficient, it is
confidered as a bad year by the grazier ; and when they ex-

ceed, it is conlidered as good times. *
Road:,

§ This gentleman hath been unfortunately killed by accident, fince writs
ing this account. ft happened on the 27th of May 1794, as he was attending
dn fheep fhearing: £-Leading a {beep acrofs 4 wooden bridge, the rail of the
bridge gave way; and he was thrown into the niver ; falling upon a ftone, be
Was killed on she fpot.

** Notwithflanding the duflric of Campfic feems to be fo well edapted fer
the grazing of cattle, perhaps there are fome defedts attending their plan,
Which it may be proper to mention @ 14, It feems to be the misforeune of the'
Beotch in general, and particularly of the people of this diftzit, that when

they
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Roads.~—Great attention and {kill have been fhown in this
article ; the parith is interfcéted by two great roads, the one

a turnpike, leading from the military road at Kippin to Glaf-

gow, the other from Eaft to Wefl, joining the great Edinburgh
road

they obferve their naighbours thriving in any profcilion, they immediately
run into it, without conlidering whether they have induftry or talents to fuc-
cced ; fuch has, of late, been tao much the cafe in the grazing line; fo that
tiow, the utmoll induftry and talents can fcarcely cnable them to live. The
conntry banks afferded abusdance of credit to every adventurer ; from fuch
a competition ameonglt thefe wowld be-grazicers, the grafe-farms are toe
high remted ; the cattle are dear bopght from their rearcrs; and the reful:
has been, that notwith{landing the cry of the goodnels of the times, very lit-
tle profit has been made by the people embarked in this profeffion ; for thele
ten years paft, many bankrupcies have taken place among that clafls of men;
It indolges the adventurous {pirit of the people, and thersfore will always he
s favourite profeflion, let the profits be what they will. 24y, The rage for
Highland cattle is too great, more fo than thefe cardde deferve ; it is true,
where groond is high and much expolcd, fuch cattle 19 more adapted for the
pafture, than the caule which the low country produces; but perhapa it
would be the intereft of the grazier, to turn all our brae ground in fheep pal-
ture, and the prounds of the valiey into grais farms, for lowland cartle,
where, if once winter food weie produced, and the land either proteded by
Pla.n-:ing, or fhades built where they might be fed with tarnip in the open
air; the profpeéls of greater profits upon the fattening of beafts would be
Frm:urcri_ than by the imperfe& mode of buying cither winterers at the Down
markets, or lean cattle at Dodting, and felling them at Martinmas, a3y,
There is another defedt which attends the prefent {yltem of grazing in this
country, and which tends to render the becf of Highland cattle oo dear to
the confumer ; there being no lefs than three diffcrent clafics of penple whe
mull have their profits within the year @ There js the drover, who coliedts
thefe cattle in {mall patcels from the rearer, and fells them at faire, at an ad-
wvanced price to the graziers; the graz:er, again, very often fells his cattle to
the comper, who suns them at fairs o the confumer, and funz:{im;s exadis a
profit almeft equal to that of the grazier ; In fhort, there is too much of the
fpirit of adventure in this profelion, whereby both the grazier and confum-
ar are lofers.
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road at Auchinreach houfe on the Eaft, and the turnpike
road by Strathblane to Glaigow, on the the Weft ; belides
thefe two great lines, the turnpike road from Edinburgh to
Glafgow by Fallirk, pafles through Camplic for two miles;
and there are two crofs branches which ftrike off to Kiskin-
tilloch ; fo that there are in ali 20 Englith miles of road in
this diftri€t, 1o of which are kept up by the converted ita-
tute labour : It will be eafily believed that there are few dii-
tricks more complicably interfected, and, it may be added,
fewer {till where the reoads are better kept in order. The
roads in this diltrifl, before the aét for converting the ftatute
labour took place, were miferable indeed ; for although the
labour of 10i plough-gates, according to the mode of three
days of a man and horle in {pring, and as much in autumn
for each plough, might appear adequate to the purpofe ; flill,
from the awkward and carelefs manner in which they
wrought, the roads were hardly paffable in winter ; at the
fame time, | am convinced that this was as much owing to
the want of fkill in the overfeers as to the want of dexterity
in the labourers. As to any poflitive advantage gained to the
public, from the converfion aft, 12s. per annum is by no
means equal to the labour of fix days of a man and a horfe.
The fum levied in thig parith varied exceedingly of late years,
owing to the increafe of inhabitants; every cotter or houfe-
holder paying 2s. per annum, it hath amounted to 7ol. per
annum, o of which is paid by the farmers and landholders,
and the other 20l. by the cottars. Till within thefe 3 years,
this: fum was expended in making and repairing, and keep-
ing up 18 out of the 20 miles of road the parith contains :
Now, by one great line of road being made a turnpike, the
whole money will be expended in future, in improving and
keeping up 10 miles, and in making fuch crofs-cuts to the

great
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great branches, as the farther improvement of the diftri&
fhall fuggeflt; one of which improvements 18 evident to the
moft carelefs obferver; viz. in cutting a line of road from
Campflie kirk to the Crow road, the diftance is not much
morc than 600 yards, and yet to the people who travel to
Stirling from this part of the ceuntv, it muft fhorten the
road fully 3 males.

Confidering that the roads were made npon no determin-
ed plan, but fometimes altering and mending the old lines,
as circumiltances occurred, it is wonderful, that in a diltrnict
where the ground is fo uneven, and particularly when it is
confidered that one of the roads erofl:s part of a mountain
8co feet high, that there fhould be fo few pulls in it 5 feldom
or ever is the rife more {ydden than that of one foot in 20/}

Upon

H As fometimes it hath been propofed to carry a turnpike road from
Kilfyth to the military road near Buchanan houfe, the fat of the Duke cf
Montrofe, through the ftraths of Campfie, Strathblane, and Killearn, and if a
bridge was thrown over the Leven, at the boar of Ballach, there cannot he
the fmalleft doubt, that the great line of travelhng from the Wefl Highlangs
to Edinburgh, muft be through the valley of Camplfie, it being much nearer
than cither by Glafgow or Stirling : (fince writing this account, a bill has
pafied, qualifying the heritors of Stirlingfhire to carry this Eaft and Welt die
rection through the valley of Fintray, to the Nerth of Camnpfie hills, and
through the walley on the river Blane. It may not be improper to obferve
here, that the people who grumble 'mofl in paying money inftead of the ftatute
Iabour, are the cottars and tradefmen ; and yet they are the greatefl gainers :
‘Fhey don't recolledt, that wherever good roads exift, raw materials are eafily
imported, and manufadtured articles have ready accefs to the market : fuch
local advantages, along with the circumftance of cheap fuel, have heen the
great reafons of encouvraging manufa@urers to fettle amongft us : the truth
33, the public, or the truitees for the public, may be faid to have madec 2
bad bargain when they agreed (as the a¢t of Parbament exprylle:) to

receive two fhillings from a cottar in licn of four days labour, although
’ the
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Upon the different lines of roads, there are no lefs thar
19 ftone bridges, 4 of which are a-crofs the Kelvin. It may
be obferved, that there are feveral old caufeways in the pa-
rith, on the line of road leading to the parith church, which,
tradition fays, were made by offenders in ancient times, by
way of penance ; particularly the caufeways made by the fe~
ven brothers of the name of M*Donald 3 thele thew the {tile
in which rozds were formed in thofe early days; as far as
can be perceived, they confifted of one large whinftone in
the middle, with [maller ones on each fide in row-, the
breadth of the road being about fix feet. There is one radi-
cal defect attending the roads of this diftrict ; the foil being
gravelly, when a {udden thaw comes after a fevere froft in
winter, the ground becomes fo fpungy, as to be almoft im-
pallable, which can only be reétified by making a layer of
beat whinllene below the water gravel, a practice feldom
followed, The following table exhibits the ftate of out
roads, and the prices levied at the toli-bar :

Miles. AR A

Total line of road = 20

'f'umpikf: road - 10

Epun'try road - = 10

Money levied per annum in the parith - 0 0 ©

From the ploughgates - £0 © o©

From the cottars - - 20 © o

Price of cattle at the toll-bar - o O O

Horfe and cart - - ' ¢ o 2

ﬁinglz horfe - - - o o I

The fcore of cows, fheep, lambs, &c. - © o §
Vor. XV. Lz Manufaliurers,

the a& expreffes, chat all thofe receiving public chafity fhall be exempted ;
Perhaps ie might be an improvement, if women and men, after a cercaif 2ge;
MMould be excufed from paying parifh burdens; it would pleafe them, and the
Public weuld not be great lofers by fuch mitigation,
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HanufalTures —At prefent the leading fcature of this pa-
rith is its manufaflutes: Two very extenfive printfields
have been ered%ed within thefe nine years ; the one in the
1783, at the French mills, fliled the Kincard printfield, the
firm, Henderfon, Semple and Company, upon a farm which
they have rented from the laird of Kincaid, at three pound
per acre : Thcfl have conftrudked rot only the molt elegant
machinety for the calico printfield; but have likzwife com.
pleted a fet of works for the manufalturing all forts of grain;
the fall at this pritfield 1s 22 feet; the grounds are laid
out with great tafte ; and in order to obtain foft pure water,
they have dug a relervoir of 120 yards in length, and {even-
ty in breadth, with a fmall ifland in the middle, planted
with fhrubs. '

The other was ereled in the year 1786, containing a farm
annexed to it of about thirty acres ; likewife at three pound
per acre, where works uncommonly commeodious have been
erefted : The firm of this fecond, is Lindfay, Smith and
Company ; both fields are upon a leafe of g9 years,

" Both thefc works have been carried on with {pirit, aud, it
is believed, with confiderable fuccefs. Two circumilances
induced the manufaturers to fettle in this parifh ; viz. plen-
ty of pit-coal, and the uncommeon {upply of water in all fea-
fons; perhaps the circumf{tances of being fituated in the neigh-
bourhood of Glafgow, and of the Canal, might not a little
contribute to fix their choice. There are about 306 perfons,
jrﬂung and old, cmpluchd at each ficld ; each employs 37
tables for block printing, and 17 copperplate preffes; they
in general bleach their own cloth for printing.

At the Lennox mill print-field, thefe is another ficld laid out
for bleaching lawns, which there is every reafon to believe will

fucceed pcrft'&l}f well. The work people at the Welter
field,
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ficld, are commodioufly Iodged'ut the new village of lLenox
town ; and at the Kincaid, or Ealter Field, feveral of the print-
ers have feued fteadings on the grounds; fo that there is eve-
ry probability of a neas village being built, for the conve-
nience of its fervants : At firft, (as was to be expefted in
all new works,) the -;rper.itivc_pcﬂple were a little turbulent ;
aud confidering that they were a collection from all the dif
ferent corners of the country, enjoying high wages, and car-
ricd away by the licentioufnefs of the times, their turbulence
was not to bhe wondered at; but that is now all over; and
there are fcarce any works in the country, where the people
behave more circumfpeétly towards their employers, and ars
maore regular in their deportment, o

Thefe public works employ cach of them two Lxcile of-
ficers; and they pay of revenue to Government about four
thoufand pounds each per annum,

It may be proper to notice, that although the wages of ca-
lico printers feem to be the highelt of any in the country;
no doubt, when the long apprenticefhip is confidered, along
with the unwholefome nature of the work, the wages per»
haps fhould be greater than of moft other operative people ;
at the fame time, when it is confidered, that the higheft wa-
ges do not always make the wealthieft tradefman; perhaps,
if fome method could be fallen upon to reduce the prices,
both the tradefman and the public, would be gainers.

The following table exhibits the prefent fituation of one
field, as far as is known to the public. There being ncar_!y
the ame workmen at both, the fame table may apply to each.

i Za DrzunovaTipy.
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DraiawaTioms. Waass PER WIEER.
Block Printers . . 16 from 1%s. to 2T+, por woek,
Copporplates ditko . 23 fram 1-%. 1o 2ks. ditte.
;Pepciilers e » - IfD from 45 to Ga.  diteow
Tearmg Boys . . . 34 25. ditto,
Bleachers ... . 24 B, ditto.
Engravers ... . 16 from 18s. to 223. dirto,
MilnWrights . . . 13 138 ditto.
Labourers s « B Lol ditto.
‘Forpace Men . . . 8 74, ditto,
Excife Officers . . 2 scl per annum,
Revenue o Government, Boool. Per annuni,

It may be obferved, that as the greateft number of block
printers at cach ficld are apprentices, o, of courfe, their wa-
ges arc fmall in proportion : Their mafters are only bound,
by their indentures, to allow them 3s. per week, for the firft
four years, and 4s. per week, the laft three years; bur, owing
to the briflknefs of trade for fome years by gone, it was cuf-
tomary to allow the apprentices to work for as much as they
could make, giving them the half of the journeyman’s prices;
at prefent, the wages of the calico printers in this diftrick are
fomewhat fallen, owing to the great number of turn-overs (as
they are termed,) from thole fields which have ftopped pay-
ment. Whether this depre(lion of their wages fhall continue or
not, the ebbs and flows of the trade mult determine. Thefe
two printficlds pz;jr annually about nine thoufand pounds Ster-
ling in wages. This parifh may now be faid to poffels a
{pirit for carrying on manufactures of different forts ; there
being no lefs than 10§ operative weavers in it; ¢ of which
are employed by private families ; the remainder weave to the

manufaflures in Glafgow, and,-as far as can be well afcer-
| tained,

[}
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tained, earn, at an average, from twenty pence to two fhil-

lings per day.
LPopulation.
t It wiH not be improper, to take notice of a [pecier of manufa@ bre which
has exifled in this panifh for fome ages : We knaw that it was manala&tur.
ed, to a conliderable extent, as curi}' as the reign af Jamrs the Gth, which
gocs by the name of the Camplie gray ; and was then confidered as the fta-
pic of the country. It majr h?pmp:r to deferibe it : It was fpun ahour the
gt of nine curs out of the pound of wool, each cut confiiting ol fixty threads,
fix quarters Jong ; it was dyed a blue colour in the wool, und wove fur a pea.
ny furthung the €ll, in a ten porter or two hundred reed ; they {cldym made
it broader than balf 2n ell and a nail of drelled clothy and they fold he
double ¢l frnm half a crown ta three fhillings ; fo thut the weaver had for the
fingle yard litle more than fifkeen rence @ It was fpun by the women in
private fanulics during the [ummer; it being cuftomary for cach family
have two of theie webbe, one of which was got drefled againlt Martiamas,
and fold to pay the maltor’s rent ; the other aganft New-years-day; the pro-
fts of which went to fupply the demands of the family, The [sirs of Kil-
fyth were the great maikets for the difpofal of thele gray webs; the fervant
lads ufed to colieét from all the neighbouring paciths, in order to fupply them-
telves wirh [uics of Camplie Gray ; which they would ealily do, at the mo-
derate expence of nine pounds Scots; and perhaps, few countrics ever fupply-
ed a more cheap, decent, and profitable cleathing for woirking people It
was all fpun, as it is termed, upon the mecéle wheel ; and a woman ufed to carmn
three pence per day befides her widuals ; It would be improper to pals over
the breaking of the gray web, a fcene of joy and gaiery, which will not
foon be forgot in thas part of the country ¢ If 2 private fanuly was to bavs
their wool prepared for fpinning, a number of country lafes were invited in
erder to card it; they generslly affembled in the barn; during the day, a
large picce of checle was cut from the kebbock, and wrapt up in a white
cleth, and hid by ene of the damfile; at the gloming, the young lads uied to
ifrnmhlg, in order to [carch for this cheefle, and pt_{.uhaﬂ}f fortunate was that
young man confidered to be, who (hawing received a watch word from fome
of his fair fniends,) found out the cheefe, and had the opportunity of dividieg
it among(t the fimpering damfels. Both the manufadwes 3nd days of inno-~
Cent amulement are E:‘m{' ; nmor has the mannere introduced b}l' puhlic worhs
repaired the lofs; it muft be owned, however, that lince manufadiures were
wtraduced, there is an uncommon degree of adlivity which pervades this -
tridt, and which acrcompanies the people in all their operations; and perhaps,
indeed, | would rather be difpofed to proncunce the charaler of the people
jn this place inclined to merchandife and adventure.
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Population.~—This prefent year, 1793, when the numeration
was made, there were 2514 fouls. The p pulation of this pa-
rifh has increafed goo, fince December 1783, the number then
being 162%. In Dr Weblter’s account it is given up at 1400,
From feveral fafls in the pofleffion of the writer of this ac-
count, the population of this parith feems fomewhat to have
deeclined from the Revolation till the year 1763. The chief
cayfe which has been afligned for this circumfltance, was the
throwing feveral {mall tenements together, making one large
farm, whereby a number of families were thrown out of bread,
and obliged to emigrate to large towns for their daily {ub-
fitence. ‘The number of houleholders or recks, previous to
the 1783, I cannot mark pofitively 3 in that year there were
3173 population then being fomewhat better than five to a
family ; in the prefent ycar, there are 6og houleholders, or
people who keep reeks, fo that the number of fouls have not
increafed mn the fame proportion as that of houfeholders : the
reafon is obvious : feveral young people, printers and pencil-
lers, at the different printfields, keep houfe, either fingly, or
perhaps, though married, have not as yet more than one
child ; fo that the population in this parith, even fuppofing
the houfeholders not to increafe, is not come to its juft level
To fhew the proportions from the Revolution to the year
1763, I have fubjoined the following table ; each ftatement
containing the average of baptifms for five years:

It
Yoars. Baptifm, Average. Years. Baptifona. Average.
2696 49 1734 33
1700 a7 1733 43
b e | 47 1734 25 -
3704 4% 1735 44
170% 49 17136 . 43
e 46 e 38
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Y cars, Baptims. Average, Years. Baptifmss *  Average,
1759 37 1773 33
175K rx 1774 39
I75% 39 . — ar
1753 4% 181 39
1754 a7 1782 40
p— 4t 1783 4%
366 ar 1784 ° 50
163 26 1485 46
1764 - a4 e 4
il o]+ it 1789 D4
1760 29 1790 79
— 4" ;9L 75
1970 36 1792 £y
1771 44 1793 I1§
¥z k1.3 — o

It may be obferved that the regiiter of marriages feems to
confirm the fame opinion, that the population had decreafed
from the Revolution to the year 1763 +:

Years. Marriages. Avecrage.  Years Marriages. Average,

1656 17 1790 ab

167 17 1793 3s

1608 22 179% 27

1766 13 1793 26

1707 23 —_ E-1-1
- 1

It is not fo eafy to afcertain the average of deaths, as ne
regifter feems to have been kept, previous to the year 1990,
but for thefe laft four years it ftands thus:

' Years

* This period feems to bave been the lowell, 2o i3 Ekewife evident from
the regifter of marriages.

+ It appears, as far as the regifter of marriages is entire, thar the nuss
ber decreafed to about X3 ; it is now about 33 apnually, as appears from the
5ft of the 4 laft years, ; )
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Years, Lcaths, Average, Yeara. Deaths, Avetage,
1760 a8 I79% 3%
I99T 41 193 34 36

Allowing our regifters to have been accurately kept, which
I believe to be as much the cafe as in moft country parithes ;
ft is evident that they are regulated by no general rule: The
fudden influx of inhabitants have varied thefe regifters ex-
ceedingly. The following table exhibits all the faéks rela-
tive to the prefent ftate of population :

DesicNations, & Of the three laft years of burials, thé

Houfeholders, . tog difeafes ftand thus :

Inhabitants, . . 2527 Died of fevers, . |
Males, - . 1234 Small-pox, . . Xg
Females, : . 1293 Confumptions, . . 26
Eelow 10 years, . 882 Palfy, . . . 2
Eorn an the parifh, . 1334 Althma, . . 1
Incomers, . " 1190  Chincough, . . &
Eaptifind, . . go Bowelhive, { vulgarly ftiled.) L
Marriages, . - " 48 Muafles, . . é
Barials, . 46 Chili-bed, . \ r
Above ninety, . o Seill-bora, . . 1
..P’bnvt eighty, . 5 Mortification, . . I
Above feventy, . . 100 Old age, 2 s a6

., What is now f{liled confumption, feems to have been un-
known in this diftri€t about 6o years ago; and I believe ge-
nerally tnknown in Scotland : Many caufes havs been af-
figned for this faclt, by medical men. 'Where people werce
cloathed in plaiding, which fomewhat refembles flannel, as
was the cafe till vety lately in this diftrict, and where they
{cldom were confined to work in warm houfes, as is now the
cafe, great celds, the fererunners of confumption, would not

safily affeét them. :
Of
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| Of tkis popalation we have fubjoined the following table,
fhewing how they were emploved fpring 17912

Of the 882 below ten years of age, Block-printera . . 7%
there were, at the four diffurent Stocking-makers . . 6
fchools n this parifh, - 200 Copperplate prefs-printers 23

The rcmaining were infants in their Tearing beys . . 70
patents houfes, capable of no em. Coalliers : . 46
ployment, . i 682 Lime-quarriers . 40

The remaining Bco males above ten  Hill-men at the different pits =
ycars of age, are employed in the Carters and Carriers . 19
following manner : Labourers . . T

(Gentlemen wha live on their rents 8 Houle fervants to the gentry IX

Minilter of the Eftablifhment I Farmers and graziers fervants Do

Minilter of a Rehef mecting houfe 1 Publicans . - 17

Surgeon . . t Schoolmallers . . ¥

Farmers and graziers . 96 Studcnts . . #

Weavers . . 305 Grave-digger . . x

Tazilors : . 8 DMllers . . . 7

Houfe-carpenters . 11 Lint-dreilers aad glovers 7

Miln-wrights . . 6 Shop-keepers and chandlers X

Black-finsths in four fhops « © Bleachers . 6o

Shee-makers ; . 5 Dyers b . 1é

Excife-officers who refide in the pa-
rith . . ' 2

A TasrLEs,
Shewving bow the Boo famales are employed in 1793,

Wives te the different houlchold- Midwives . . 3
ers . . 410 The remaining feventy-one are ei.

Daughters, refiding ih their pa- ther widows or unmarried wos
rents familics . 170 men, who refide in cot-houfes 91

Sevants in gentlemen’s families 26 OFf the married women and young.

Menial fervants to the farmers and
diflerent houfeholders in the pa-

rith . * =

A3 femplrefles and mautua ma-
kers . . 13
Vor. XV,

32 A

perfons, refiding in their parcurs
houfes, there may be about one hua-
drod and fixty who pencil calice wih
the prum-ficlds,

Poor.

%
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Poor.~—Every attempt hath been made by the heritors ard
{=iTion to difcourage begging ; as yet their efforts have proved
abortive 5 and although at this moment there is not a fingle
perfon in this parifh underftood to be a common beggar, we
are ftill peftered with vagrants. The poor which we coun-
tenance as {uch, generally refide along with their children,
or fome near relation ; they receive their allowance on the
firft Monday of each month; 6s. per month is the higheft
fum given ; none receive lefs than three; at an average there
are 20 conftantly upon our lift. The funds from which they
are paid are the colletions at the church door, the mort-
cloth fees and proclamation money, together with the inter-
eflt of gyol. of which gool. is fecured on heritable property
at § per cent intereft, payable twice inn the year : The other
7ol. is lodged in bank, payable on demand in cafe of an e-
mergency ; from thofe funds we have been able as yet to {up-
fupply the wants of our poor. "T'he colleftions at the facra-
ment, including the preparation and the thank{giving days, are
applicd to the relief of thofe indigent houfeholders, whofe -
fituation is not {o prefling as to make them objects of the or-
dinary charity. Although it is believed that the law allows
kirk feflions to take poficifion of the effells belonging to the
paupers, fo foon as they grant them {upply ; we have anaioui-
Iy avoided being too ftrick in this particular ; for, callous as
the relations of the pauper may be, it is fill an inducement
for them to allift a little ; whereas, if they had no profpect of
fucceeding to the trumpery, {inall as it is, the whole care of
their relation would be thrown upon the parith ; and itis
well known that 18d per week is not adequate to all the ne-
ceflities of lodging, clothing, and feeding a pauper. The
Englith fyfiem is to fuppert the peer, the Scotch to aflift
them
' The
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The feilion in this parifh has hitherto taken the complete
management of {upplying the poor; the heritors mect once
in the year, or two years, as it fuits them, to examine and
pafs their accounts; and it may be f4id here, as in every pa-
rith in Scotland, that it is the cheapedt and belt managed pu-
blic fund in Great Britain ; the only expence incurred with
us i of one guinea per annum allowed to the fellion-clerk,
for keeping the books. DBefides the public parochial charity,
there are two other charitable inflitutions, which have lately
been founded in the parith, the one known Ly the name of
the Campflie Benevolent Society, inflituted in the year 17846,
and whofe capital already amounts to 11cl. which Society
allows 3s. to its members per weck if bed-rid, and 2s. per
week if mercly incapable of work; the other inflitution i
connefted with the Lennox.-Kilwinning mafon lodge; its cas
pital is vol.; it likewife allows liberally to its indigent mem-
bers. |

The angpual difburfements by the {cflion are between Go
and 7vcl. Sterling per annum. This parith, confidering its
riches and its population, could afford its poor a great deal
more, providing au affeffment took place ; the mode of p:u-r
vifion by colletions at the church-doprs, has been confider-
ably hurt by a Relief meeting-houte, which hath Jately been
erefted in the parith ; the colle@lions made at thefe houfes
being cither employed to pay their miniflers, or to pay the
debts incurred in building their chapels, none is given to {vp-
port the regular poor; fuch houfes, therefore, upon their pre-
fent footing, are extremely prejudicial to the Scotch mode of
providing for the indigent [f. |

3 A2

§ From the npportuniry that the writer of this acrount has had, ar a na-
live of this parifh, of attending to the ftate of the poor in this dift1i@, he can-

ot help taking notice of a rematkable trait of the degencracy of the prefent
’ age.
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Of the Chureh.—Campfic was a parfonage ; the parfon of
Campfie was the Sacriftan of the Cathedral of Glafgow ; of

courfe, he muft have been one of the refidentary canons; he
had a houfe in the Ratten-row of Glafgow, faid to be ftill in
exiftence ; and was accuftomed to ferve the cure at Campfie
by a vicar. As this parifh, in Roman Catholic times, contained
above 150 plough-gates of land, from which the parfon drew

tithes ; the probability is, that the living was confiderable.
Acttending

age. About 35 years ago, it would have been conficered as difizraceful to chil-
dren to have allowed their parents to be fupported by the feflion, or even the
more diftant relations of brethren or nephews, to have heard of their fifters or
uncles céft upon the box, as they termed it ; it is now aftomdhing with what
greedinels people receive public charity ; they fomewhat conlider ir as a pen-
fion, to which th::y are entitled. It is not uncommon to percesve children
enjoying high wages, aud indulging in many of the gaicties of life, pegleing
their aged parents : fuch unnatural condu® was not congenial once with
Scottifh independence, and that dignified pride, which charaélerized our forea
fathers, in their more virtuous days. When a pauper dres, it i1s cuftomary
for the {eflion to provide the coffin and wanding-flicet, and mortcloth, gratis,
And if there fhall be no relation of the deceafed in the parifh, to contribute for
the little entertainment neceffary at the funeral, which [cldom happens, 53
ia allowed for fuch expence. As it mighe tend to throw more light upon the
political fituation of a country, to examine at what age, and what are the clafs
of people of which the paupers of a parith are compofed, I have fubjoined che
followang table, comprehending the different perieds of admiffion, and the

fuma given.

No. of paupers on our lift, . , . 5
Of thefe there are females, : . 36
Maies, . . . 9
Above {ixty years of age, . . . 19
The average of the years of their receiving charity, . 8
Of this number of paupers, there are no lels than five facile in their mind, §
The higheil fum given is per month, . LTS

It would appear that it is only the hundredth part, of the whole inhabi-

tants who require public charity,
Of thefe twenty five paupers, cight are unmarried womesn.
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Attending to that diftin&ion of bifhops churches, and menf{al
churches, it was one of the bifhops churches gifted by
Donald, Earl of Lennox, to the Sce of Glafgow, in the year
1290. 'Thofe who dehght in magnifying the riches of the
church of Rome, take particular pleafure in pointing out the
yard where the parfon of Campfic’s corn-ftacks were arrang-
ed, and the 6te of the mill which was conftantly employed
in grinding his grain. There is reafon to believe, that he was
not the leaft wealthy heritor of his parith. Previous to the
Reformation, we know that Lamberton and Deaton were
parfons of Campfie, and afterwards both of them bithops of
5t. Andrews, men who made fome figure in their day *.

The

* Binee the Reformation, the names of the cleray who filled thar charge,
eod the dates of their admiflion, have been preferved m the presbytery re-
cords of Glafgow ; and they furmifh us with a pretty goed fpecimen of the
fpirit of the times.  There is reafon to beliewe, that the clergyman of this
parith continued Roman Catholic, and accafionally performed this facred
fun@ion in the parith, tll the year 1572 ; he is {sid to have been a branch of
the family of Mag® : about that time, we find a Mr William Erfkine, 3 re-
lation likewife of the Marn fapuly, parfen of Campfic; he was alterwards
titular Archbifhop of Glafgow ; he is faid never to have been in holy orders :
How loag he continued parfon of Campfie, we know not ; bur we find,

1/, Mr Stoddart, presbyterian minifter of Campfie, on the 3d of November

1581,
2d, Mr James Stewart is fettled affiflant and fucceffor the 25th of March

1607,

a4, Mr John Crichton was admitted the 23d of April 1623 7 He was depo-
fed for whar was called corrupt dodrine : There is a tradition in the parith,
that he was [uch a remarkable flout, well breathed man, that he could walk
in forty minutes to the top of the Campfic Fells, cating a peafe bannock, to
a fpot which, to this day, goes by the name of Crichton’s Cairn.

4tb, Mr Alexander Forbes was admitted the 16th of December 16293
and was depofed for not conforming to the Synod of Glafgow, on the third
ol April 1619, -

5th,
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The progrefs of the ftipends of this parifh, [ have not been
able to afcertain accurately prior to the year +618: Itis then

declared to be two chalders of men] and 6oo merks: In the
}"ERI’

545, Mr John Collins wasadmitted the 2d of November 1641 he was mur-
dered in retorning from the presbytery about Martinmas ¥648; the fufpi-
cion fell opon the laird of Balglals, a fmall heritor in the parith, who was ob-
liged to Ry the country to avoud pumithment.

6t5, Mr Archibald Denmifton was ordained the 3oth of March 1549 ¢ He
was depoled by the protefters in 1655, about which depofition Prigcipal 13ail-
Yie, in his letters, makes the fullowing remark : He was reftored in the year
1661, and died 1679 ; there is a traditionary anecdote mentioned of him,
which fomewhar marks the chara®@cr of the man.~In the year 1655 he had
begun a dalcourfs on & texr, and halif finifhed the Girft head —In the year 1661,
when reftored, he took up the fecond, prefacing his dufcourfe, by faying, that
the tinics were altered, but that the dodtrines of the golpel are always the

fame.
Principal Baillie, in his letters, fpeaking of Mr Dennifton fays, * he was
% depoled b ihe . wnteltors in 16,5 for his part, he faw nothing evil of the

% man, ‘Il protelters, fays he, put in his room a Mr Joho Law, a poor bax-
4 per exllon, who had but [astely left his trade, and hardly knew his grammar;
« hut they faud he wnas gified.”

7¢b, Mr Joln Law was orduined by the proicfters in 1656 : He was ejec-
ted 1661, and was reftored 1688 ; he never officiated again in Campfie,

8¢5, Mr George Muln was inftituted 24th June 1681 : He was turned ont
at the Revolution, and was exceediogly 1ll ufed ; the worthlefs pare of the
yatith having rifen in a meb and broke his furniture, and threatened hus per-
fon ; this gentlemun, however, by way of retalation, carried away the re.
cords of the parih.

gté, Mr John Govan, who had been imprifoned in the Bafs, in James the
7th's time, waz ordained minifter of Camplic on the sth of December 1688 ;
he died a batchelor the ¥ 7th of September 1729,

10td, He was [ucceeded by-his nephew Mr John Forrefler, a brother of
Forrefier's of Dinovan ; he died in September 1731, at the age of 25.

11k, He was fucceeded by Mr John Warden, a fon of the minifler of
Gargunnock ; he was ordained the 3d of April 1732; which gentleman was
tranflated to Perth, and afterwards to the Canongate of Edinburgh= He was
fucceeded by Mr Wiliam Bell, a native of Eclesfcchan, Dumfriesthire ; who

wal
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year 1649, an augmentation of a chalder of meal, and one
hundred pounds Scots, was granted ; and in the 1785, a new
augmention was granted ; fo that the ftipend now is 8ol
Sterling in money, two chalders of meal, and one chalder of
barley : It would appear, that very foon after the act paf-
fed, ordaining glebes to the reformed clergy, that four acres
and a half of arable land was allocated to the minilter of
Campfie : In the year 1646, when a disjunction and annexa-
tion took place, three acres and a half more were allocated
for pafture 5 but, owing to the turbulence of the times which
followed, the minifter never feems to have been in pofleflion
of them ; fo that at prefent the glebe of Campfie is deicient
in pafture ; the heritors, about 30 years ago, bought an acre of
land, adding it to the four acres and half, without fpecifying
whether it was in part of pafture or not. Till lately, it was cul-
tomary for the minifter to ufe fome overt all to prevent pre-
feription running againft him, anent the three acres and a
half which had been allocated for pafture. Fer fome time af.
ter the Reformation, it would appear that the clergyman had
iived in the vicar’s houfe. 1In 1627, a houfe was built slen-
arly for the purpofe of lodping the minifter 5 it was a fmali
houfe of two ftories, thatched with firaw : In 1927, a new
houfe was built on the fame fite ; which houfe, along with the
octhes, was repaired in the year 1585, at the very moderate

expence of one hundred and twenty nine pounds. The church
confifted

was ordained the 24th of Scptember 1747, and died the 2cth of May 1781,

13th, He was fuccecded by the prefent incombent.  Thirteen clergymen
have therefore offic;ated in this panilh fince the Refurmation, at leall fince the
year 1582 : which, at an average, is nearly 16 years to each incumbent ; but
what is very altonifhing, out of that number no lefs than five were cjedted on
iccount of the turbulence of the times, and one faid o have been murdered ;
fafts, which fhould lead us to value the peaceable and happy times in which
Wwe live,
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confifted originally of three parts : 14, What they called the
kirk ; 24, the quire ; and, 3d, the veftry; which correfponded
to the ufes required in the Roman Catholic times ; it was
repaired in the year 1772 : At prefent it would be by far too
{mall for the parith, if a relief meeting-houfe had not been
ereéted. The kirk of Campfie, like moft of the churches in
popith times, is fituated at the end of the parith; whether
this was from accident, or from choice of the clergy, to fix it
in the molt defireable {pot, is not ealy to determine. If, how-
ever, the population of this diftrict continues to increafe,
there will be an ab{olute neceflity of building a more com-
modious church in a more centrical fpot, for the better ac-
commodation of the inhabitants. I obferved, that in the
16409 there was a disjunétion and an annexation of confi-
derable portions of this parifh to Kilfyth and Baldernock ; it
appears, however, by a difpute which lately took place be-
twixt the minifter of Baldernock and the heritors of Camp-
fie, anent the augmentation of the flipend of Baldernock,
that the part disjoined was only annexed gquead facra; and
the probability is, that the proportion annexed to Kilfyth is
in the fame predicament. All the lands in the parilh are
now valued, and the free unpropriated tithe is better than
Goo 1. Sterling annually, as the fund from which the clergy-
men may hare future augmentations. Mr Campbell of Shaw-
field is titular, in virtue of his being the purchafer of the
eftate of Kilfyth, flom the creditors of the York-building
There is an opinion entertained by fome people, that if an
alt of Parliament does not render all minifters ftipendiaries,
that on account of certain peculiar circumftances, the mini-
fler of Camplie is ftill titular of the tithes.

The duties of this parifh confift in vifiting and regularly
examining the congregation once in the year, befides preach-

ing three difcourfes every funday, from the rcth of April till
| the
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the 1oth of Otober 5 and in winter, two difcourfcs, onc of
them always a JeCture : The facrament is given once in the
year; three difcourfes on the fafl day, two on Sunday, two
on Monday : The aétion fermon in the church, and the even-
ing {ermon; befides preaching at the tent. People have
complained, that the tent preaching was prejudicial: ITam
inclined to believe the contrary from experience: 14, On ac-
count of its bringing a confiderable colleftion for the poor;
and, 2dly, it accuftoms a number of people to meet together
in a decent, cheerful, and refpedtable manner.—I have never
heard either the fober, or the {erious, or the indufltrious, com-
platn 3 and confidering the f{implicity of our fervice, in moft
other refpedts, [ have all along been accuftomed to confider
thefc public religious meetings as beneficial to the manners
of the country. The eclefiaftical difcipline of this parifh is
ftill kept up. As for difcipline againft fornicators, two days
doing public pemance in the church, are required, befides a
fine of a crown, for each guilty perfon, to the poor. There
has been an epinion entertained, that this public penance has
been produdlive of very bad effedls in fociety 5 fo far has an
idea gone forth of this fort, that, for this reafon, fome writers
have pretended to fay, that fo long as doing public penance
was permitted, no perfon fhould be put to death for child
murder : 1 am inclined to believe, that it would be mych
more the intereft of the community, in a political light, that
- the laws of difcipline fhould be more rigidly adheredto ; for
i once the vulgar of any country, cenfider incontinency as a
vemial fault, they are almoft ready for the commiflion of any
ctine 3 and as | can eafily fee, that the fhame of doing penance
operates to deter others ; in this point of view, it is to be
confidered as anfwering the ends of edification. Public
baptifm is regularly adhered to; parents requiring pri-
Vor. XV. 3 B
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vate baptilm for their children, pay half a crown to the
I\DDT'

Schorlr—There are in this parith two eftablifhed fchools,
The parith fchool was creted in the year 1661, according
to the form therein required, under the patronage of Yohn,
Archbifhop of Glafgow ; the legal fulary was fixed at 1co
pounds Scots : It is remarkable, that in the deed of ereflion,
there is an exprels claufe, declaring, that the fchoolmalfter, in
all time coming, fhould teach Latin ; and that the fchool {hould
be conftantly held at the Clachan of Campfie. There was
another fchool ereted in 1927, on a mortification of fifty
pounds, left by one Young, a pedlar in Glocefterthire: It
is fituated at the diftance of four Englifh miles from the o-
ther. The heritors of Campfie have, fomehow or other, per-
mitted the half of the falary belonging to the parith {chool-
mafter, to be added to the further emolument of this {chool,
of the eaftern diftrict.—It is to be expefled, in a little time,
this miftake will be reflified, and that the parith {choolmaf-
ter will receive his legal falary ; and, at the fume time, the
other fchoolmafter be fufficiently provided. DBefides thefe
two fchools, there was a third erefted lately at the new vil-
lage of Camplie, for the benefit of the inhabitants ; the teach-
er has no falary : at the fame time, they have always found
teachers ready to accept the office upon the bare emolument
of the fchool wages: In the fummer feafon, in the South
quarter of the parifh, there is commonly a fourth fchool
taught by fome young man from Glafgow, who finds it con-
venient to keep fchool during the vacation of the College; fo
that at, an average, there are fomewhat above 200 children
educated annually in the parith: There are at leall one
fifth part at fchool of thofe who are below twelve years of
age. The inhabitants of this parifh are, upon the whols,

rather
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rather difpofed to give their children a good education ; at the
time this account was wrote, there were thirteen Latin {cho-
lars at the two parifh fchools; the other children are cortain
of being taught to read Englith, write and caft accompts ;
the common ftyle of education is carried on in the follow-
ing manner : They learn the founds of the letters, and the u-
nion of fyilables, in the {fmall fpelling book ; then they receive
the large fpelling book ; then they get the New Teftament,
and the Bible, in which they commonly read fome time ; and
then the Colle€tion ; they get a queftion in the common cate-
chilm to repeat every morning: there is a public repetition
on daturday, with a plalm on Monday. Thcre being {evea
ral public works in the parifh, the night-fchool is confidera-
ble, being wholly made up of grown perfons, who attend for
the purpoles of writing and arithmetic, &c. The wages are
fixed for the parifh fchools by the heritors and {eflion, at 1s.
Gd. per quarter for children, half-a-crown for writing and a-
rithmetic, and 3s. for Latin per quarter, befides what they
voluntarily give as a new-year's-gift. It is evident that the
encouragement is too low ; perhaps it would be the intereil
of Government that they fhould have fome little addition of
falary given to them; let the wages remain as low as pof-
fible, to induce the people to fend their children to fchool 5
from this circumftance of the want of encouragement, and
likewife from being in the neighbourhood of an Univerfity,
from whence fludents come to be our fchoolmafters, who
have farther profpets, there have been no lefs than thirteen
fchool-mafters in the parifh fchool, fince the year 1759.
Upon the whole, I would ftyle the comman education of
Scotland, partly religious, and partly philofophical ; It would
not be our intereft to fee it violently broken in upon ; it is
this mode of education which gives the Scotch nation fuch an
attachment to fpeculation in religion ; it is only following
out what they have been taught in the carly period of their

382 lives.
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lives. ‘There are in this parifh, three ftudents of divinity,
pne preacher and two gown ftudents ¥, '

Charadler, Morals, Genius, {&c~The inhabitants of this
diftrict, during the [att, and early part of this century, were
fomewhat confpicuous for drinking and fighting with their
neighbours : If any perfon in this parifh, however raean his
fituation, had received an injury or affront from -an inhabi.
tant of anather parith ; his neighbours confidered themf{elves
bound to {upport him, and to avenge his quarrel : fuch con-
dull, however, fecems to have procecded more from pride

an:d

®* The peculiar eulloms of this pusith are Lt wearing ous, Tt was cul.
tomary, till within thefe few years, when any head of a family died, to invite
the whole parith : They were feeved on boards in the barn, where a prayer
was pronounced belore and afrer the fervice, which duty was moft religronl-
ly obierved : The entertainment confilted of the fni]r:wmg parts .Fu:ﬁ',f!"lr ro
there was a drink of ale, then a dram, then a piece of Thort hread, then ano-
ther dram of foine other fpecies of hiquor, then a piece of currant-bread, and
a third dram, cither of {pirits or wine, which was followed by loaves and
cheele, pipes and tobacco : Thie was the old funeral entertainment it the pa-
rifh of Campfie, and waa ftiled their fervice ; and fometioies this was repeated,
and was then ftiled a double fervice ; and it was fure of being repeated at the
dredgy. A funeral coft, at leaft, a hyndred pounds Scots, to any family whe
followed the old courfe, The moft alflive young man was pointed out to the
office of ferver ; and in thofe daye, while the manners were fimple, and at the
famie time fericus, it was no {mall henour to be a ferver at a burisl. low-
ever diftant any part of the panilh was from the place of interment, it was
cuftomary for the attendants to carry the corpfe on hand fpokes, The ronde
of invitation to the entertainment, was by fome fpecial meflenger ; which
vwas fliled bidding to the burial, the form being nearly in the following
words : You are defired to come to fuch a enc’s burial to rorrow, againil ten
hours. No perfon was invited by letter @ and though mnvited againft ten of
the clock, the corpfe was never interred till the evening ; time not being o
much walued in thofe days. 1t was cuftomary for them to have at leafl two
lyke-wakes {the corpfe being kept two nights before the interment) where the
young neighboars watched the corple, heing metry or forrowlul, according te
the fituatiop or rank of the deccaled,
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and ruitic gallantry, than from a fettled malevolence of dii-
pofition. 'T'he more improved manners, and a more general
intercour{e with fociety, have, in a great meafure, done away
this turbulent difpofition ; ftill the natives of Camplic may be
confidered as a keen tempered people, by no means aver{s to
rypole themfelves to bodily danger at any time : the young
p ople have no objedlion to a military life, being fond of no-

vety and adventure ;5 during the prefent war, no lefs than 28
nwe enhifted in the land fervice, and {even have entered on
board the navy; thele remarks chiefly apply to the lower clafs
of people. [ he gentry, for at leaft thefe 42 years, have been
remarkable for their fohriety, decent behaviour, and cecono-
mical habits ; of courfe, they are all in profperous circums-
flances 3 mgid ceconomy was not the virtue of their forefa.
thers *.

Emirient

* About ten years apo, the [udden tranfition from {tri&t to loofe manners
= e S0t vory rentarkably 1o this panifh ; 8 number of wandering people, from
£t rent parts of the kingdom, having fetrled amonglt us at the different
rr nificlds i==neaple, to {ay no worle of them, not over attentive to repularis
'y of conduét ; thefe perfons, however, have now for the moft pare, left the
Jisce. The more fober and indufirious have been retained ; the younger pare
¢f the workmen being now natives of the paruh, and more immediately un-
dir the eye of their parents and relations—I confider therefore rhe morals of
the manufadturing part of the community, as more regular than they were ¢-
ven five years agro.

The people of Campfie canuot be fuid to be of 2 litigious difpafition 1 Tt is
truc, from their apparent keennels, you would be apt to imagioe that they
fhould be conftantly cngaged in lawfuits,—The reverfe is the cale : The high.
er born and better wiformed clafs of people, ludioully avoid Litigation. A,
monglt the ather deferiptiog of the nhabitauts, much threatening, and a few
haﬂ}- words, penerally ternunate the difpute. Neither writer nor meflenger
at arms refide in the parith ; at the fame timc, confidering the number of the
tranfadtions which mult inevitably take place in a rich and populous diftri&,
\even though no law-fuit intervenes) a great deal of buflinefs is afTorded to
both profeflions, Although [ covld net take upon e to fay that the inhabi,

taneg
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Eminent Men.—This parifh has produced no eminent men
whofe hiftory hath arrefted the attention of world, except
Mr Bell of Antermony, 2 gentleman well known to the learn-
ed, on account of his travels to China and Perfia; this gen-
tleman poflefled an uncommon faculty for fpeaking the mo-
dern languages of Europe ; nor was he lefs remarkable for an
amiable fimplicity of manners, in private life, and the molt
facred regard to truth in all he {aid or did. He was a na-
tive of Campflie, having inherited a conliderable paternal e-
ftate : he died in the 1780, at the venerable age of 89.

Prices of Provifions and Labour —Provifions of every fout
in this parith are regulated by the Glafgow prices ; the
common people have fuch an inveterate cultom of carrying
their egygs, poultry, and butter, to town, that we could of-
ten buy thele articles cheaper at the crofs of Glafgow than
in the parifh of Campfie. I have fubjoined a table of the
prices of provifiong and of labour, for the year 1794,

L. s d.
Pucks per pair - - o 3
Hens per pair - - - O
Eggs per dozen, for four months 8d; for eight
months, 6d. - - a o 06
Chickens per pair, ready for the fpit - o I 4
Buatter per Tron Ib. gd; during two months 11d. o o 9
Butter-milk per Scotch pint - - o © %
Potatoes per peck, corn meafure - - o © 4%
Belt

tants of this diftri® are fond of literary purfuits, it would be doing them
injuftice, if | did not fay they were people of capacity and genius; at the
fame time, the tendency of their mind is rather towards an a&ive than a o
templative life,
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L. & d
Belt beef per 1b, Tron weight, at an average o o &
Ditto ditto in the fpring months from 7d. to 8d.
Lamb per quarter, at an average in the {eafon o 1 8
Fed veal no fixed price
Oat mezl, per peck, at an average thefe twoyears o 1 2§
Barley at an average per boll - - : o118 6
Straw per thrave for thatching - - o 3 ©
Cheefe of fkimmed milk per ftone - O 4 6
Tarry-wool per ftone - - - e 7 o
White-wool per ftone - - o 10 O

Milk new milked per mutchkin 3, and fkimmed, at I per
choppin.

It will appear, that living of all forts is equally dear with
any of the great towns in the kingdom ; and, I believe, from
the following table, that labour will appear equally high.

L. s d.
Wages of a man fervant per half year with board,
Sce. § ¢ o
Wages of a woman per half year, including ditto, 2 10 o
A common labourer per day, 1. 4d. in {ummer;

in winter 1s. 2d.—average, o 1 3
Taylor, befides board per day, - c o 1o
Servants at the printfields per day, during the whole

year - - - - o 1t ©
Miln-wright, - - - - o 1 8
Mafon, per day, - c 1 10
Horfe and cart per day, - o 3 &
Digging ground, building dykes and ditching, is done

at fo much per piece, equally high with any part
of Scotland,
Women fpin wool per day, with viftuals, © 0 4
Linen yarn fpun out of the houfe per fpindle, o I 6
Diﬂging potatocs per peck; corn meafure, @ O O
| Bark
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L. s d.
Bark-peelers per day, - 0O 0 1g

‘The hire of women per day is regulated by the pri-
ces given at the printlield.

Appearance of the Iababitants, and Dijeafes.—The inhabi-
tants of this diltriCt may be confidered as uncommonly
healthy 3 they are a clean limbed, well made people, rather
jean of flefh, in general from five feet {even to fix feet high;
one half of the young men being above f{ive feet ten, fearcely
any above fix feet : There are a few who live to a very great
age ; although, in general, the heads of families live to the age
of {eventy ;3 which circumitance would induce me to flyle
the place more healthy than if we found extraordinary in.
ftances of longevity : there i3 one circumfitance to be taken
notice of, which is, the uncommon namber of accidental
deaths, being {omewhat more than two per annum ; darnng
the laft ten years there were no fewer than twenty three.

A TABLE, poiniing out the manner of their deaths.

$ Kalled in a coal pit by the choak damp, July 1783, . .
Killed in a coal pit February 1785, by damp, -

Killed by falling down a coal pit, . . . .
Eilled by the ftroke of a horfe, . " . . .
Killed by the machmnery of the different milos, . ‘
Killed in a quary, . . . .

Killed by 2 falling of a tree when cut down, . . .
Eilled by a the fall from a bridge, . . . .
Killed Ly the florms when travelling throurh Camplic Fells, -

LI PR

tar B OH e

Lrowned, . ‘ . " . .

Of courfe, one eighteenth part of the d=aths in this parifh
may be ftyled accidental ; and if we were to carry back the
calculation for thirty years, there would be found the fame

proportion
A ;;:'.-'guffrr.r.
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Antiguities.~There are few in this diftri€l which merit
defcription, except two Caledonian Forts; and even thefe
fcarcely arreft the attznoon, unlefs {o far as they prove that

the Caledonians chofe to occupy places of ftrength direélly
oppofite to the Roman wall, no doubt with the defign of

watching the motions of the lepionaries.—~Thele mounds
are perfelly circular, with regular fofles ; the one is fiyled
the Meickie Reive, in the language of the country, and is a-
bout a hundred yards in diameter: The other is {iyled the
Maiden Caflle, about twenty yards diameter : They are both
fituated at the foot of the Campfie Fells, to which the na-
tives could eafily fly, if attacked ; and ly due North,: at the
diltance of two computed miles, from the peel of Kirkmntil-
loch, faid be be one of the chief Roman {tations on the wall.

‘There have been feveral urns found in the parith, contain-
ing afhes and burnt bones ; the urns were about five inches
in depth, and fifteen in diameter; made of courfe clay, ap-
parently bafked in the fun; a fpecies of freize work encircles
the lower edge ; they have been found in cairns, generally
placed between two flags.

It may not be improper to mention, that Campfie, (before
the disjunction and anncxation took place,) extended for
¢leven Englith miles along the Roman wall ; and, of courfe,
many fkirmithes muft have taken place in this firath, betwixt
the legionaries and Caledonians: after a particular exami-
nation of the country, [ have not the fmalleft doubt, but that
the fecurity of this Roman barrier, depended more upon the
almoft impaffable fwamp formed on the North fide, than on
the ftrength of its forts ; even at this day, it would be no dif-
ficult matter to lay the whole valley under water from Bon-
ny, to Balmully bridge, where Graham’s dyke croffes the ri-
¥er Kelvin : And the names of the different farms in Camp-

VoL. XV, 3 C fic,
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fic, fuch as Inchwood, Inchterf, Inchbreak, and Inchbeliy,
evidently peoint out, that they were once furrounded by wa-
ter : Inch, it is faid in the Gaelic language, fignifies an
iland : thus, the Caledonians would find it impofible to ap-
proachthe wall on foot ; and it is prefumed, that the morafls was
not fufliciently covered by water, to permit them to crofs itin
boats. Many people, unaquainted with the lituation of the
country, have exprefled furprife that the Caledonians were fo
ignorant of the art of war, asto be unable, for fo long a time,
to penctrate through Antoninus's wall ; the truth is, it could
not be attacked, but at the extremities. The natives found
it eafier to pafs oveg the Friths of Forth and Clyde, than to
get acrofs the almoft impaflable fwamp oppofite to Graham's
Dyke ; {o that when any incurfions were made into the Ro-
man province, it is {carcely pollible to conceive “hat thefe in-
roads could take place from that quarter which is now known
by the name of the parith of Campfic; from the top of the
Barrhill, where there was a confiderable Roman Forr, any
perfon-at this day, taking a view of the country, will concur
in the ubove opinion.

About five years ago, a confiderable quantity of filver coin,
chielly of the coinage of Elizabeth, James and Charles I, mixt
with a number of Danilh and Dutch pieces, were found by
one of the portioners of the lands of Birdfton, when digging
a ditch theough a morals ; they were fuppofed to have been
hid in the morafs, about the time when the battle of Kilfyth
was fought betwixt Montrofe and the Covenanters ;3 the ma-
rauding parties of Montrofe’s army having ftretched as far
Welt as Birdilon, the inhabitants, flying from their depreda-
tions, muft have hid this treafure, and have forgot where it

was depofited, when they came afterwards to fearch for it.
Mifcellanesus
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Miscellancous Observations.~—1It may be here proper to mens
tion a remarkable fa&, which marks very much the turbu-
lence of the times, and the impotence of the laws, fo late as
they ear 1744. ‘The father of the prefent minifter of Camp-
fie paid black mail to M‘Grigor of Glengyle, ia order to
prevent depredations being made upon his property ; M*Gri-
gor engaging, upon his part, to fecure him from fuitering
by any hardfbip, as it was termed ; and he faithfully fulfilled
the contrat ; engaging to pay for all theep which were car-
ried away, if abone the number feven, which he ftyled lifting 5
if below (even, he only confider=d it as a piking 3 and for the
honour of this warden of the Highland march, Mr John Lap-
flic having got fiftcen fheep lifted in the commencement of
the year 1745, Mr M‘Grigor aftually had taken meafures to
have their value reftored, when the rebellion broke out, and
put an end to any further payment of dlack mai/, and hke=
wife to Mr M*Grigor’s {elf created wardenthip of the Highs
land borders.

‘The faft inftance in this diftri&t of a Baron of Regality
exercifing the jurifdiétion of pit and gallows over his depen-
dents, is faid to have been exercifea by the Vifuount of Kil-
fyth, in the 149133 having condemned one of his own fervants
to be hanged for ftealing filver plate from the houfe of Ban-
cloich : the fellow was executed upon a hill on the barony
of Bancloich, ftyled the Gallow-hill; 2 part of the gibbet
was lately found lying in a fwamp, adjoining to this field of
blood.

Lunavdi, an Italian, the celebrated aeronaut, alighted from
one of his aerial excurfions in Campfie; having afcended in
a balloon from St Andrew’s cliurch yard, in the ¢ity of Glaf-
gow, upon the gth of Decembetr 1585. At two o'clock in the
afternoon, he defcended in this parifh, at twenty mintites

aCa paft
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pafl two, the ditance being about ten miles 3 the {pot where
the baloon firlt touched the ground was upon the property
of Sir Archibald Edmoniton, Baronet, of Duntreath, on the
farm of Ealter Muckcroft.

Although this parifh has been always confpicuous for its
attachment to its fovereign ; whether of the Stewart fami-
ly, as in the laft century, or of the Hanoverian family, as in
the prefent century ; having raifed a militia both in the years
1755 and 1745,~ftill T cannot help taking notice, in this
Statiftical Account of a remarkable faét relative to the con-
duét of fome of the inhabitants of this diftri€t, which one
would almoft {ay contradiCts the opinion of their layalty.
In the midft of the molil profound peace, and, I may f{ay, of
the moft unparalelled profperity; all at once, as it were by
inchantment, the operative part of this community conceiv-
ed themfelves to be groaning under the molt abjell flavery.
'They immediately aflociated themfelves under the appella-
tion of the Friends cf the People : The firft fociety was con-
ftituted at the Milton of Campfie, I think, upon Thurlday
the 8th of November 15792 ; the fecond was conllituted at
New Birbifton of Campfie, the Saturday thereafter: Two o-
ther focietics were attempted to be formed in other parts of
the parifli: 1 believe, however, they did not fucceed : The
two former met often, kept books, fubfcribed fmall fums of
mouney for purchafing political pamphlets, and fent delegates
to the different Conventions met at Edinburgh. Concerning
the impropriety of fuch focieties, the laws of our country hath
already given ample teltimony. It may not be improper,
however, in the Statiftical Account of this parith, to give
fome defcription of the people which compofed thefe focie-
ties: They were chiefly formed from amongflt the journey-
men and apprentices at the different print-fields, and a few

operative weavers in the village of New Birbifton, moftly
lads
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lads from 17 years of age to 30 : There might be amongit
them a few half educated people, whofe vanity confilted i
raifing the aftonithment of their more ignorant compameons,
by a detail of political grievances, which had never entered
into the hearts of the other to conceive ; various caufes co-o-
perated to render Camplie a proper hot-ved for fuch foily.

In the fir/# place, a confiderable degree of licentioufnefs
had begun to prevail in this diftrit, owing to high wages;
and as the influx of fuch wealth had been rather {fudden, due
fubordination of rank was almoft totally forgot. In the
fecond place, a Relief meeting, about 1o years ago, being e~
rected in this parith, which had drawn off a confiderable num-
ber of people from the Eftablifhment, and rendered them, in
fome meafure, hoftile to the the powers that be; and ¥ am
doubtful but the fpirit of innovation was encouraged in x
certain degree, by their public tcachers, with a view to in~
creafe the adhcrents to their own tabernacle.  In the third
place, Mr Bluir, advocaze, the unfortunate gentleman who
was tried for fedition, having fome connexions, and being
well acquainted in the place, was naturally induced to try the
power of his eloquence upon the inhabitants ; and he fuccced-
¢d. If to thefe caufes we add the particular circumftance of
the charafler of young people at the different printfields 3
men, who have abundance of time in the evenings to cabal
topether; men, too, from their profeflion, rather given to wan-
dering, and fond of noveky, and foméwhat naturally addic-
- ted to form afloctations againft their mafter’s authority; we
will not be furprifed that Campfic fhould be fo often men-
tioned as friendly to thefe Jacobin focicties.

Neverthelefs, I am entitled to fay, that the farmers and the
inhabitants in general, (there being no fewer than 2527
people in the parifh,) were remarkable for their loyalty, and
attatchment to Government : ‘They very early formed them-

felves
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felves into conftitutional focicties, for the defence of Governs
ment, and publithed refolutions. Notwithftanding all the
buitle which was occafioned by their folly, the different Ja-
cobin foceitics in this parith altogether, never contained a-
bove fixty perfons.

Relative Situation of the Parifb.—~If we compare the fitua-
tion of the inhabitants this year with certain periods, cither
in the beginning or middle of this century, it will appear re-
markably improved. Ihave fubjoined a table, containing the
moeft remarkable faéts, relative to parith ceconomics, taken
at four different periods: The two firlt I cannot fpeak of
from my own obfervations 3 at the fame time, from the op-
portunities I have had of being made acquainted with them,
as 2 native of this parith, I can affirm that the fats are fair-

ly ftated.
: Year 1714.

1/7, Only three cows faid to have been kLilled for winter
beef in the whole parifh, the gentry excepted.

24, The wages of a man.fervant for half-a-year, gl. Scots ;
fome of the belt get 12l Scots; a woman-fervant, 6l. Scots
for half-a-year.

3#, No wheaten bread eat in the parith.

4th, No inclofure whatever in the parifh, except about gen-
tlemen's gardens or woods.

525, No cart or chaife ; the gentry rode to church on horfe-
back. .

6th, All broad ploughs, the horfes yoked abreaft.

=th, The men wore bonrets and plaids, and plaiding wailt-
coatg, and plaiding hefe; no Englifh cloth whatever was
worn by the inhabitants, the gentry excepted.

Y car
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Year 1744

1/, The better fort of farmers joined and got a cow for a
winter mart, betwixt two of them; the price then being
thirty five or forty (hillings only for a fat cow.

2d, No chiaifc was as yet kept in the parith ; fome few carts,
but thefe were only ufed to carry out manure in the {pring;
the wheels were not {thed with iron ; and the moment the
manure was carried out, thefe timber wheels were taken
down till next fpring,

3d, Perhape about five or fix inclofures were made in the
parifh : it mult be owned, though few, they were moft fub-
_fantially buile ; they remain entire and firm to this day.

4th, No wheaten bread, no Englith cloth ufed by the in-
habirants.

sth, A man fervant’s wages were from thirty fhillings to
two pounds per half year ; a woman®s, from nine pound Scots
to one pound Sterling ; fervants in this period uniformly got
a pair of hofe and {hoes befides their fee,

65, No potatoes, carrots, or turnips, &c. were ufed by the
inhabitants, only a few kail were planted in their yards, for
the pot,

Year 1550.

i, Carts were become more numerous, there being then
about twenty in the parifh, their wheels thod with iren.

2d, The broad plough ftill continued in many places,
though, in general, the horfes were now yoked, two and two ;
ftill there were no fanners for the milns or barns, the farmers
being obliged to winnow the corn in the fields.

34, A man-fervanc came now to receive fifty fhillings and
three pounds Sterling per half year; and a woman tweaty
five or thirty fhillings only per half year. ‘

425, There were now two wheeled chaifes in the parith;
and Englith cloth began to be worn occalionally by the bet-

ter
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ter fort of people, along with worfted ftockings, and buckles
an their fhoes.

g, Potatoes {till were only cultivated in /azy beds.

6th, Very decent farmers thought it neceflary to have fome
part of a fat cow or a few fheep falted up for winter {tore.

7th, By the leafes granted by the proprietors of land at this
time, the tenants were taken bound to inclofe fome part of
the farm ; {till there was no fown grafs in the parifh, and the
cattle grazed promifcoully in the winter feafon.

8¢5, There were no clocks in the parith, except in the houles
of the gentry and principal inhabitants,

Year 1794.

1/f, Therc are nearly two hundred carts in the parifh, per-
fe&t!y equipped for any draught.

2d, There are four poft-chaifes, and three coaches, and one
two wheeled chaife, kept by the gentry, in the proper ftyle.

3d, The wages of a man-fervant is betwixt five pounds and
fix pounds per half year; and a woman’s from two to three
imunds ditto.

4th, Potatoes is now univerfally ufed by all ranks of peo-
ple, for at leaft fix months in the year.

stb, Wheaten bread is now univerfally ufed by cvery de-
{cription of people ; there being no lefs than two bakers fta-
_ tionary in the parifh, befides fome hundred pounds value of
wheaten hread brought annually from Kirkintilloch and Glal-
gOWs

615 There have been near three hundred fat cows killed
annually about the Martinmals time for winter provifion ;
befides the mutton, beef, and lamb, killed through the feafon,

by two butchers refiding in the parih.
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7th, Every lad now drefles in Englifh cloaths and fancy vefls,
with thread or cotton ftockings 3 and every girl in cotton ftuff,
black filk cloaks and fancy bonnets. )

8th, The quantity of liquor drunk in the feventeen pub-
lic houfes in this parith muft be very great indeed; as, I
have been told that four and five pounds, at a recloning, have
been colliected from a company of jowrneymen and apprenti-
ks on a pay night, _

oth, The houles of every decent inhabitant of this parifh,
eonfilt ac leaft of a kitchen and one room, generally two
rooms, ceiled above, and often Jaid with deal Hoors, with cle-
gnt glafs windows ; and I believe, few of the tradefinen fit
down to dinn r without fleflh meat on the table, and malt li-
quor to drink: Such is the relative fituation of a parith in
the ycar 794, when fome defigning people ufed every ef-
fort to convince them, that tley were poor, and milzrable,

and enflaved.

Advantages and Disadvantages.~—The advantages of this
parith have been confidered as of a very fuperior kind : The
foil is naturally dry ; the fireams of water for bleaching and
driving machinery are numezrous 3 the quantity of coal and
lime is inexhauftible 5 it is completely interfected by excellent
roads ; and, it is believed, that it is able to fupply itfelf with
all the neceflaries of life; and, corfidering the number of
firangers which take up their refidence amongft ue, we are led
to believe, that few places are more comfortable to the inferior
clafs of people ; Glafgow affording a ready market for the
Produce both of their farms and their induftry.

Orf the other hand, it may be confidered as one of the dear-
¢lt places in Scotland for all forts of living, and particularly
fo for thofe who live upon fixed incomes ; and I am likewife
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inclined to believe, from the turn that the young people have
“taken to manufaftures, that farmers have rither found it dif-
ficult to procure fervants and labourers for the purpofcs of
cultivating the land ; Perhaps it will ne the intercit both of the
landlords and the farmers, to fall upon fome mode of mana-

gement which may counterall this growing cvil.
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