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NUMBER XXII

PARISH or ALFORD,

(PreEspYTERY oF ALForD, CounTy AND SynoD oF AERER-
DEEN )

By the Rev. Mr Truomas BirNig, Minister.

WName and Situation.

Nn accounts, but fuch as are merely conjedture, can be
given of the origin of the namg of this parifh, though it bears
the famc with the pretbytery, and a confiderable trat of
Circumjacent country.  Some {ay, that the name has arifen
from the circum{tance of the river Don, {which is the northern
boundary of the parith, and which runs through the whole
length of the county called Alford,) being almoft every where,
in this paire of its courfe, fordable, when in its ordinary fz=.
Ochers maintain, that the chureh was buile upon a deferted
part of the bed of the Lochel, a fmall river which pafles very
near 3, and where there had been ancientlv a ford 3 and,

fromm
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from that circumftance, awid fuirde came to be tlhie name of
the church and parifh ; both thefe derivations feem to be of
modern date, and éntirely dependent upon the prefent man.
ner of {pelling ; for the names of almeft all other places in
this county are of Gaelic original ; and the name of the pa-
rifh, in records two hundred years old, is written Awfurde,
an ortImngph}r which correfponds with the prefent pronoun-
ciation,

The county of Alford is {ituated from 20 to 31 miles
Welt from Aberdeen ; and befides the parifh of that name,
which is the largeft, and the fubjedt of this account, com-
prehends four other pariflics, Forbes, Keig, Gillynefsle, and
Tough. It is furrounded on every fide by hills and moun-
tains, and there is no entrance to it, but by afcending con-
iderable heights to gain the hollow pafles between them,
On the South, it is bounded by Coueny §; on the Euit by
Menoway or Cainwilliam ; on the North Eaft, and North, by
Bennachee *, and the hills of Carcen; and on the Well by
Calievar. Thefe boundaries contain a country which, recken-
ing from the brows of the eppolite mountains, is about 11
miles in length, and from 4 to 6 in breadth. A cenfiderable
portion of this fpace is a level country, efpecizlly in the low-
cr parts; but the flatnefs is every whore varied by gents
fwells, aud eminences, which in the vpper parts rife to great-
er height. 'The climate of this country can neither be {uid
to be very wet or very dry. Ite diftance from the ocean oc-
calions more intenfe fyolls, and longer lying fhows ; but, on
the other hand, that, and the furrounding mountains, proteci
and cover this couniry from the North Faft fogs and winds,
which arg {o unfavourable to vegetation in lefs {helrered titu-
ations, and places which arc upon the ceaft.  Delides feverl

il iur
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jnferior ftreards, Alford is watered by the Don, a river of
fome fize, which, guthing thtough a narrow gullet; betwecn
the mountains on the Wefll, winds its courfe in a dire&ion
from Wefl to Eaft, through the whole length of the coun-
try; and, after adorning feveral gentlermen’s feats on its
banks, flows away through a narrow walley, encompafled
on the North, by Bennachie, which rifes up into high and
magnificent Alpine tops.

The parith of Alford is in leapth, from South- Weft to
North-Laft, from 7 to 8 Englith miles ; and from 3 to be-
tween 4 and § m breadth. It contains nearly 8zco Scotch a-
cres 3 of which there may be 3600 arable, 3900 of hill, muir,
mofs, and pafture grounds, and about 700 of woods. Thefe
lalt confift of planted Scotch firs, intermixed with larixes,
beeches, oaks, athes, birks, and other trees of different agresy
befides a good deal of grown timber about gentlemen’s [eats;
and the tenant's yards.

§3il.—The {oil on the banks of the Don, is generally a good
light loam, very fit for corn crops, but better adapted for
grafs, becaufe of the mildews arifing from the river, which
are hurtful to grain, efpecially to barley. In the Eaftern
parts of the parifh, the foil is in fome places a good deep
loam, in others, a [trong, but workable clay, and fometimes
a mixture of both. In this quarter, and the adjoining parith
of Tough, thers was formerly a large marth, now called the
Strath of Tough, or Kincraigie; which was partially drained
in the end of the laft Century, when the proprietors are faid
to have gained immenfely, by the rich crops which this new
;ﬂ“ produced. That part of 1t which lies within this parith,
s moffy ; and, though there are fome firong clay lands in it,
they have, in general, 2 confiderable mixture of mofs. All
thefe foils of lands, which, in this country, are called laighs,

. , : _
or laigh lands, yield precarious corn crops, as their wetnels
T - a1
Vor XV, 3 B and
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and lownefs fubjats them, iu late {eafons, to froft ; but they
would make excellent meadows, if they were properly drained.

All the moffes Iy in this quarier of the pariflh. and they
are very much wore out. The largeft, called, for its extent,
the meikle mofs, was accidentally fired, about 1730, in the
fummer fealon, and berng unluckily very dry at the time, was
nearly confumed. The remains of it now afford no better
fuel than turfs, which are very clayey, and not only give, but
retain a ftrong heat. The foils in the centre and weftern
parts of the parith, are dry and light, fometimes of a deep,
fometimes of a fhallow ftaple, well adapted for lime, and
the turnip hufbandry, and no lels fit, with proper cultivation
and manure, for raifing heavy crops of corn and grafe. lhe
molt wefterly parts are hill grounds, and, with proper ma.
nagement, would make pretty good fheep walks.

Farms.—The fize of farms it is diflicult to average, as
they differ prodigioufly from one another, not only in the
whole extent, but alfo in the quantity of the different foils
of land which make up a farm in that country ; and theyare
in general @il ander the old divifions, with very irregular
marches, as when antiquated notions of convenience, and no
idea of inclofing, or regular ficlds, were in view. The rents
run from 6ol and 7ol. to 71 or 8l. for thofe who are accounted
farmers. Under that rent, the poflefiors of land are cropers,
whe frequently, however, have cattle fufficient to work a
plough. A confiderable part of the rent is paid in victual,
by the farmers, and fometimes even by the cropers;. and
tihey are in general defivous enough to convert the viltunl
into money, though they will rarely give it's value. Mul-
tares have gencrally been changed into paid rents, and the
tenants only pay knavefhips to the miller, befides the ufual
mill fexrvices. They arc bound likewife to deliver poultry, &¢.

for
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for which they are paid at an old converfion, which is from
2%d. to 6d. for a hen, and fo in proportion. ©On fome e~
itates, the tenants are {till bound to perform fervices, {uch
as ploughing, cafting and carrying peats, carriages, &c.; but
as they are rarely, or very few of them, at leaft, exated, the
tenants are not dehrous to convert them into money; and,
in general, they would give nothing in lieu of them. On
one eftate in the parifh, the barony of Alford, the cotters
and {ub-tenants pay for their houfes and firing, to the land-
lord only, a reek hen, and one day’s fhearing in harveit.
Leafes were formerly granted for long terms, and for lives;
but they do not {eem to have given any {pur to the induflry
of the pecple : When a leafe dropped lait Whitfunday, which
had been granted in 1743, the fon of the original tenant re-
fufed to give the {ame rent for the pofleflion, which had been
fo long paid. Now, when improvements are commencing,
they might be perhaps more beneficial ; but, at prefent, no
leafes longer than 19 years, are granted, and frcquently they
do not exceed 11 or 13.

Agriculture~I1i this quarter of the country, all the old-
fathioned prejudices of husbandry are {lill looked upon as
Ture and infallible rules of good management 3 for .no differ-
ences in extent of pofleflion, or in rent, make any difference
it the plans or exertions of the farmer ; and all pofieflors of
land, of whatever defiription, purfue the fame methods, and
almoft entirely in the fume manner.

As agriculture is, perhaps, in this country, in as low a
ftate as in any other purt of Scotland, that has the advantage
of a good foil, and not an unfavourable climate, it may not
be improper to detail the mode of management practifed
here, which, 1t is believed, has at one time or other prevail-
¢d, even in thofe paris of the kingdom, which, by the pro-

3 M2 grefs
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grefs of improvement, are now fo well cultivated and {o pro-
ductive. Such a detail, while it prefents the real ftate of
this country to the reader, will, at the fame ume, hold forth
a piture of the former {tate of Scotland; and, by compari-
fon with what it prefently is, hew that agriculture has arifen,
from the midft of prejudices, fupported by popular opinion,
and fanétioned by long habit, to be an art practifed upon
reafonable principles, founded upon fadlls and experimernts ;
.nd that the time may come, when the ftrength, and
wealth, and power of the natio~, will, by the refources of
the foil, and attention to the interefts of agriculture, be raifed
to the higheft pitch of which they are capable.

Every farm in this county, 1 compofed of land of differ-
ent qualities, and managed in different manners, which are
diftinguifhed by the names of ,~—1. Infield, 2. Outheld, 3.
Laigh-lands, 4. Pafture-grounds. Of thefe different {pe-
cies of land, there are no fixed proportions for a farm. ‘The
fmaller pofleffions and crops generally confift altogether of
in-feld ; but all the more confiderable farms muft be made
up of the 1t und 2d forts; and there are many who have
no land of the 3d or 4th defeription; and there are iome
which are compofed of all the 4 different kinds.

The in-field or in-town lands, are conftantly in white
CYOP. unlefs when the farm has very little or very bad pal-
ture, and then, perhaps, a nidge or two is left untilled, to
throw up the weeds which ages have nourifhed in it, to main-
eain the farmers cattle. Onc third of it 15 regrularly manured
yearly, with all the dung of one year’s gathering ;3 and thus,
in three years, all the in-field on a farm has been once dung-
ed. The in field land is generally all flirred immediately af-
rer harveft, and the dunged third part is again ploughed in
fpring, and fown with bear about the beginning of May, and

#his crop is fucceeded by two crops of cats, fown upon the
winter
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winter furrow, as foon as the feafon will permit; when the land
comes again in courfe to be manured, and undergoes the fume
sotation. The in-field land is generally an excellent foil, full
of manure, but {tocked with deftruflive weeds, of which
wild oats and knot-grafs are among the worflt. Without the
intervention of grafs and green crops, to deftroy the weeds
and recruit the foil, the produce of the corn crops cannot be
fuppofed to bz in any proportion to the gaodnefs of ths land.
An average, in tolerable feafons, will not exceed from 4 to 5
bolls per acre.

Ths outfield lands are managed in different ways, either
by folding or creping, without manure, or by water falling.
‘This laft method can be practifed only in particular fitua-
tions, having the command of water, and where the ground
hangs confiderably *, to admit of {preading the water eafily
over it ; and it is intended to fertilize the foil, for a fuccef-
fion of three or four crops of ocats. Though no great care
cr attention is beftowed, in {preading the water equally, the
firlt and fecond crops are faid frequently to equal thofe pro-
duced on the fame lands by liming 3 but the two lafl are, as
it may be {uppoled, equally inferizr. After thefe corns crops,
the land is left lee 2 or 3 or 4 years, to get a fward for a-
nother watering, and fucceflion of grain crops. As this mods
of cultivation is limited to particul:r {pots, out-ficld lands are
more geperally managed, by folding and croping, without any
manure ;3 and their extent, and the {tock of cattle which the
farmer poffefles on the pafture on his farm, will enable him
to keep all the circumftances, which lead him to follow either
of thefe methods. Where the out-field is extenfive, and does
pot produce better than ordinary grals, it is impofhble in

generel

* Land is watered in this county for croping, and meadow grounds ace
pever watered, as in England, for palture.

% The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



434 Statiftical Account
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general to fold upon the whole, unlefs the pafture grounds
are of a proportionable extent ; and therefore one part is
folded upon, and the other is not ; and where the out-ficld
is fmall, it canneot be divided into folds, of which aleven + is
accounted by the farmers of this country, the moft preper
number for their rotation.  One of thele folds 15 every fum-
mer {urround=d with a fe .l (turf) dyke, and the cattle are
inclefed in it duving the night, tll after harveft, when tle
dyke is knocked down ; the land is ploughed, and left in that
ftate all winter. In fpring, oats are fown ; and as foon as the
crop is off the ground, it is again ploughed for a fecond, and
fo on till it has borne Jive T fuccellive crops of oats; and then
it is left five ycars lee, to throw up whatever poor grafs fuch
worn out feil will preduce. "The firlt two years the grals is
as bad as poflible ; and though, during the ather three it thick-
ens, yet even at the beft, it gives but a {canty bite to the cat-
tle. The fxth year it is again folded upon and dunged;
and thus, in eleven years, where the number of foldsis eleven,
a fold is ¢ years in corn crop, § lee, and one in preparing
for another fimilar fucceflion. The out-ficlis, which are not

dunged

4 This namber 1 thought the moflt proper, where § lucceflive crops
are taken ; but, upon fome farms, the out-fields are in diwafions of ¢ and 13

folds.

$ 1t is faid that shree crops nnly of oats, upon toathed or dunged out-ficld,
were allowed by the ancient cullomary law of Scotland ; and that action for
damayes lay at the inftence of the landlord, or of the incoming againit the
cutgoing tenant, if he injured the poflefion by a more fevere round of crops.
Some documents ot the ufe of this adlion, are faid to be ftill exrant, in the te-
cords of the Sheriff Court of Perth. It is certain, that where out flelds
were formerly managed by foldiog, and where they @ill are fo, the mof
general pradtice is to take three ¢rops only. In fome places, five crops were
probably allowed of old by the landholders ; and the record of a court of the
barony of Alford, 11th May 1794, affords very goud evidence that this wat
she cafe in thus county.
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danged by folding, for as it is here called, toathed,) are crop-
ped with oats, upon the fame plan as thofe that are, with the
difference of being one or two years lefs in tillage, and one
or two more lee. Under this divifion of the lands on a farm
in this county, faughs or faughlands, (2 corrupt pronouncia-
tion of [allow) are included. They are ploughed once in
fummer, and left in that {tate till {pring, when they are fown
with very inferior oats, of which they bear three or four fuc-
ceflive crops ;3 and are then left to the operations of nature
for feveral years, to recruit them for another period of tillage.
The foil of out-field land, in general, is inferier to that of in-
held, only by the difference in cultivation, and being more
fony. The bad ufage of the untoathed out-ficlds and faughs,
will ealily account for their want of fertility, in raifling grain
erops ; but more efpecially in producing grafs, the badnefs
and poornefls of which it is not ealy to deferibe. The oats
fown upon out-ficld lands, are in quality according to the
goodnefs of the {oil, and the ftate in which itis. Inthebelt
dunged folds, the white oats, and in the inferior lands, and
on faughs, grey oats, called here hairy and barley corn, are
generally fown.,  As, after folding, the land is only once
plonghed, and frequemly with a deep fur, the dung is
buried the fuflt year, and works its efcls on the fecond and
third crops; and, therefore, the frft three crops are nearly
slike, and will rarely run beyond four bolls per acre, on an
average ; and for the two lalt vears, they dwindle down to
betwixt two and three, and often lefs.  The produce of the
unteathed out-fields, 1s much inferior in quantity, as well as
quality ; and indeed the return from faughs in grain, will
feldom defray the expences of labour and feed ; and the far-
mers are tempted to plough them, though it is to their own
lofs, merely for the fuke of the fmali quantity of firaw which

thev
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they yield ; and becaufe, under their bad management, {ucl
Jands will give no grafs.

Laighlands are in general a {trong deep heavy foil, and in
this country are either alternately in oat crop, and lee, or 2
years in oats, and one or two in lee. In dry early feafons,
they give good crops of good grain, and always a great quan-
tity of firaw ; but in wet and late harveits the grain is never
fit for feed; and fometimes not good enough for meal, as thele
lands, owing to their latenels and wetnefs, (for they are not
fufficiently drained in this country,) are liable to be frofted
before the corn is perfellly ripe. They however through
up abundance of good natural grafs.

'The pafture lands confift either of benty muir, marthy
grounds, which eannot be ploughed, the banks of rivers and
rivulets, or lull grounds. Thefe lands have never received a-
ny manure to meliorate them, but that which drops from the
cattle during the day ; but they have for centuries been wal-
ted by the pradtice of cutting up the fward into turf, for the
different purpofes of mixing it with the {tabls and byre dung,
(muck-fa1l¥ ;) of building the walls of houfes, when it is cak

led

* The prmﬁic: ol nutting up [ward for manure or muck fail, was prc:hibi-
ted by an A& of Parliament, made for che county of Aberdecn, as lung ago
2s 3685, undcr a penalty of rool. Scots bolls, fefier guolies, to the mafters of
the ground ; and in cafe of their ncgledt to execute the A&, the theriffs and
jullices were enjoined to put it in cxecution, There arc fhll many places
this county where this law fhould be enforced. This A& fthows that the Le-
giflature was, even in thole times, not ignorant of the bad confequences of
continual grain crops, and the want of proper provender for cattle in wintef,
and that they knew green crops to be the proper remedy ; for it contains an
ena@tment, whereby a certain propurtion of the in ficld of every farm (vale
able according to its Highland or Lowland firuation) was ordered to be fowa
with peale yearly, and regulations for punithing perfons who fhould flcal (s
puife. Peafe was the only green crop known in thole timer.
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{ed fail ; of rocfirig houfes, when the fward is pared thin,
and for fucl, which they call troves. The hill grounds have
keen likewite much much injured by burning the heath in
improper {v fons and places; and no pains are taken, even
where the fituation will admit of it, to extirpate heath by wa-
tering. A confiderable part of the pafture lands in this pa-
rith, mipght be made good arable {oil, by draining, and the o
ther means of improvement. The Hill grounds might, by
goold management, be greatly bettered 5 and there afe feveral
tracts of grnu.nj which iall under the d:ivinﬂn of p:iﬂme fands
in this difiri€t, that arc only fit fof plantations.

In this county, and indeed pretty gencrally over t_I“.Es tound
iry, farmers abmoft never change their feed, uwiing always the
produce of thuir own farms; bt they are at {fome pains to
have it as good and fouwnd as the beft of their corn with re-
peated winnowings will give. The beft oats in this country
are of an cxcellent quality 5 for in tolerable feafons, the boll +
will yicld 8 or ¢ ftones, and even more of meal, whichis
grounnd much {inaller and better Gfted than in the Scouth of
Scotland. The gruy oats, or barley corn, neither give fo much
in quantity, nor of fuch quality 3 and they are fometimes fo
bad, as to requite two bolls to produce eight ftones of meal.
In {pring 1783, when there was pgreat reafon to apprehend
that the crop of 198: was todo {canty and faulty to afford a
fufficiency of good feed, a cargo of fine Dutch oats was fent
to this country by the late Mr Farguharfon of Haughton, for
his own tenants and the reighbburs, and they coritributed to
fecure the next crop. 'Thefe oats were, however, faid to de-
generate by bad cultivation, and they were liable to fhake be-
fore they were perfeltly tipe 3 and for thele reafons they ate
not now fown. 'The Montgomery or Magbichill oats have

VoL, XV. " 3N been

1 Ourboll is g ;0% prr cent. bétter than the LEn]irhan or ftandard med-
fare. )
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becn lately introduced by Mr Leith of Whitehaugh, upon his
own very extenfive farm, in the neighbouring parith of Tl
tyncfile 3 they poflefs the advantage of ripening three wecks
before the common oat, and therefore the extenfion of thar
ufe will be a great improvement

The bear grown in this country by common farmers, is
all of the Scotch kind ; and though the fced is procured in the
fame way as that of oats, weighs, in general, 18 ftones per
boll 4+, and will, in particular fituations and feafons, even
come to 20 and 21 ftones. A confiderable quantity of mez!
and bear, probably from 8oco to goo bolls, is annually fent
from this parifh to Aberdeen, our only or chief market for
grain. Bear and oatmeal have given good prices of late years,
though the {mallnefs of our meal 15 a great difadvantage ot
in the Weft country market, to which it was ufually fent
{fome years ago. QOats are never carried to market by our far-
nwers, though there is a demand for them ; a circumftance
which muft be attributed more to habit than the effels of
thirlage. DPotatoes are not much ufed here, though every per-
fon who rents land plants a fmall quantity. The common peo-
ple are not very fond of them, and they think them unwhole-
fome 3 nor will farm fervants make a meal of them, or even
eat them without milk or butter, {fo readily as in other parts
of Scotland. To peafe-meal or bear-meal they have rather a
diflike ;. and in general, garden vegetables of all forts are not
fo much cultivated or ufcd as in other parts of the kingdom.
Very little flax has been hitherto raifed in this country ; anld
as we have excellent foil for it, and the country people arc
under the neccflity of buying all the linen, when they migat
get it much cheaper by manufaQluring it at home, this want

of flax muft be attributed to the difficulty in drefling the lents
but

1+ One barley boll is 9.767 per cent above the ftandard,
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but as that obftacle 1s now removed by the ereflion of a lint
mill in the neighbourhood by Mr Leith of Whitehaugh, the
culture of this plant is becoming much more general and ex-
tenfive.

Field turnips and fown grafies, with ordinary attention, have
anfwered remarkably well in this country ;3 and as the farmers
are convinced, by {mall trials, of the benclits which attend
that mode of hufbandry, they are more defirous than for-
merly of improving in thatr way, though it is flill no eafy talk
to perfuade them to abandon their old habits and prejudices.

The number of black cattle i this parith (in Dacember
1793, when the year's fale is over ) 1o 35 3. Of thele 346 are
oxen for the plough, of which there ave 65 in the parifh, al-
moft all of the old Scotch conftrudlion. Every farmer is am-
bitious of having many pairs of oxen in his plough ; fome have
6, many have ¢, and few common farmers, with any extent
of pofleflion, have lefs than 4 pairs. Smaller renants yole
oxen, horfes, and even bulls, cows, and young cattle, promif-
cuoully, to make up what they deem a {uilicient {trength. No
difference in the nature of the foil is attended to in propor-
tioning the {trength and number of the cattle; for a fanncr,
who yokes 10 or 12 oxen, employs them all, whather he plow
his in-field land, or the moft rugyed ftony out-field: Neither
does this make any great difference in the quantity of land
ploughed at a yoking, which is from } to L of an acre *, and
which correfponds with the poor feeding of the cartle, Ox-
en, which fold 40 years ago at 2L. or gl. {ell now from gl to
7l and thofe of the beft kind and fize among common far-
mers, will even rife to 8l. and ¢gl. Every farmer (clls one or
two pairs of oxen yearly, and replaces them by others of his

oWn rearing.
3Na2 Torty

* The country people compute land by the quantity fown with a boll of
fied; which may be very litrle more, if any thing, than a Scots acre,
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Forty years ago, 1l. §s. or 1i. 12s. was the price of a cow
that will now bring from 3zl. to 5i; but as they are poorly fed,
they are of a {mall fize, and will not give above 4 or 5 Scotch
pints of milk per day, even in the beft of the grafs. A far-
mer’s dairy, therefore, is barely fufficient for family confump-
tion, and as the milk is ufed fweet, little butter or cheefe is
made, and that little 1s rarely fent to market, but laid up for
winter ufe, when milk cannot be had. ‘The cows calve in
the beginning of March or enl of April, which is an addi-
tional reafon for their giving little milk ; but, on the other
hand, early calving is thought, by the country people, to be
advantag-ous to the calf, by giving it more time to acquire
{trength, before the approach of winter. For the fame rea-
fon, calves are univerfally permitted'to go at lirgefthrough the
fields, during fummer, and pick up the grafs at the roots of
the corn. This practice is occafioned by the want of proper
food and inclofures ; as the calves would be much injured by
feeding or being confined with the large cattle in the folds, or
in houfes, during the fummer feafon ; and it is attended with
much damage to the corns by their lying upon, and treading
it down ; and the calves get a reftlefs habit, fo that ever after
it is impoflible to confine them but by the ftrongeflt and moft
impenetrable fences. In winter, the calves and all other cattle,
are houfed, during the night, and fed with ftraw, which,
when the land is overrun with weeds, is not a great deal in-
ferier to coarfe hay. After the firlt winter, they accompz-
ny the other cattle, till they are cows or oxen ; for it is not
ufual to fell very young cattle in this country. In the {pring
feafon, all cattle in this country are in very low condition,
the firaw being by that time not only fearce, but dried, faplefs,
and lefs nourithing : and by want of fhelter, and on account
of the poor ftate of the land laid out for grafs, it is very late

in rifing,
The
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The number of horfes in this parith is 152, They are
well bedied 2nd clean hmbed, but they want a fullifiency of
bone % ; and, as they feldom rife above 13, or 134 hands
high, they are under fized for draught. Their other charac-
ter:ftics are, a large ili-fhaped head, with a thick neck and
{f manes they are hardy, and eafily fed, and, upon the
whole, ferviceable horfes. In this country, horfes are not
generally employed in ploughing, but they draw the harrows,
whr.h here are only uled to cover the {fzed, and are by much
too light and unfit for any of the other purpofes of agricul-
ture, to which proper harrows ave applied. They perform
all the cart work, which principally confifts in journeys to
mill and market ; in carrying home the corus in harveil, and
preparing and carting out dung. Their food is the fame as
that of horned cattle, with the addition of the light corn;
and this, with a little more attention to their cleanlingfs and
bedding, (though they are not rubbéd down or curry-comb-
ed) keeps them more in flefh, and in better condition, than
other cattle. By the rife of price, 1 which, 40 years ago,
was from 2. to 3l for a horfe, that now cofls from ¢l to
12l., the breeding of horfes has turned a profitable ufe of
land ; and farmers endecavour, at leaft to fupply themfelve:,
by keeping mares. ‘The number of carts in this parith, has

increafed greatly within thefe 20 years, and is now 5o.
Creels

* Some ill-judged attciopts have probably been made, long ago, to raile
the fize of the native horfes of the country, by crofiing them with tall well
bred horles, from other parts of the kingdom, without giving the progeny
proper and fufficient feeding to kecp them up to the {landard; for the de-
feiption does not correlpend with the conmmon unmixsd breeds of Scochy

horfis,

} The rife of price lately, is owing to the demnand fiom the Southern
parts of Beotland, or Nocth of England, where our finall horfes are fuid ta
Wk in the colligries,
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Creels and crook-faddles are entirely in difufe. The igno-
rance a2d imattention of the farmers of this country, arc
more confpicuous in the management of their fheep, than in
any other branch of rural ccconomy.  ‘Lhere are in the pa-
rith, at prcfent, about 1300 ; but, in fummer, thers will be
twice as many. The greateft part of thele are the {mall
white faced Scotch theep, which feem to be natives of this
country ; but there are a few which are bred between thele
and the black faced T'weeddale, or Linten breed, here called
bruiket thecp 5 and there are others, which, by the remwote-
nefs of the original, croffing and intermixing again with the
{heep of the country, partake, more or lefs, of the two {pe-
cies. .

"This crofs breed has probably been at firlt brought into
the country, with a view to raife the fize of the carcafe ; but,
although the price of fheep has nearly tripled within thefe
40 years, neither the carcafe nor the wool have been much
attended to by our farmers, whofe principal object, and, by
their own account, chief gain, is in the dang which manures
their folds. They are locked upon as prejudicial to cattle,
becaufe the country pecple think that they eat up a great
deal of the grafs; and, therefore, none but thofe who have
extenfive hiil-prazings, keep any theep.

‘The hill grounds are not, however, particularly kept for
fheep; but young cattle and young horfes are turned out up-
on them. The flocks of feveral tenants generally range the
fame paftares in common ; and as every one is defirous to
keep as many as he can, they are very generaily over-flocked.
When a farmer has not a fufficient {tock of his own, or more
pafture ground than is proportioned to his winter feeding,
he takes in thecp during the {ummer, at the very moderatc
rate of 2d. per head for three months, though, as he looks

upon the dung of the animal as his profit, they are allowed
to

£ The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



of Alford. 463

to remain five. In the fummer; theep are turned out to the
hill, to range at their own difcretion, and, at night-fall, a boy
is fent to drive them down to the folds, from which they are
frequently not releafed till the morning 1s far gone,

As we have no thepherds, nor even good (heep dogs, fo there
are no divilions of the florks, according to theiwr {exes, or agtsll
nor any ground hained for winter. In this {eafon, they are
turned out upon the arzble lands of the farm, which have
not been in corn crop 3 and {eldom fent to the hili, unlels the
weather is very mild ; but during ftorms and fzlis of fnow,
their fubfiftence muft depend upon hezath || broom, or any
thing elfe, which can be reached by fcraping. WNo falve or
fmearing is ufed in this county 5 and if a farmer’s ftock is not
very numerous, the ficep are crammed inte {mall houfes,
built for the purpofe, during the night, and what with the
alternate heat and cold they thus undergo, and the poor
fecanty feeding of this fcafon, they are in {pring reduced to a
very lean weakly flate, which it requires a confiderable part
of the fummer to refltore. The grounds, however, are heal-
thy, and no very mortal or difficult difeafles prevail among
the flocks on account of the pafture. The improper burning
of heath grounds has been highly detrimental to theep in
this country 3 for the farmers never confult the proper fitua-
tion of the place in regard to {helter, the nature of the foil,
and the favourablenefs of the feafon for this purpofe ; nor do
they herd the burnt ground, to preferve the tender grals,
which Mprings up, from being plucked out at the roots, by the

(heen,

B 12 decp Mmows, the country penple uncover the heath with (pades, to
enable 1he fheep to pluck ot Farther up the Don, in the ¢ountry called
Strathdon, which is more flormy, but where they haee many more, an-d
much better (heep than here, this is a common pradce. There, likewile, the
farmers cut off the heath, when it 15 in flower ; ard alter drying them, la7
them up for winter provifion,
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theep. The bad confequences of improper burning are now
felt, and likely to be put a flop to by the proprictors §. Swine
are never kept here but by millers, who difpofe of the refufe
of the grain from thefe miils in feeding them. We have a
good many markets round the country, at from 4 and §, to
12 and 14 miles diftance, where lean cattle are bought up by
drovers, principally from the South country, and all for the
fouthern markets. Horfes are likewife bought and fold in
thefe markets, as well as lean theep. The Aberdeen butch-
ers, in the autumn, buy the beft grafs-fed wedders, at from
10s. 6d. to 128.5 but few if any cattle are felled here for
the fhambles, as either by combinations among the butchers,
or for fome other caufe, the price given by them is very low,
and full joper cent. under that given in Aungus. There were
anciently weekly markets held at Meiklendovie, in this pa-
rith, and great yearly fairs at that place, and Kirkton of Al-
ford, Thofe at Meiklendovie have been difcontinued for
many years 3 but there are fill threc fairs at the Kirkton, for
the fale of cattle, horfes, theep, &c. and fmall wares ; but
they are of no great conf{equence.

The general manure in this county, is ftable and byre
dung, which the comnron farmers mix up with a coniider-
able quantity of muckfail or clay. The muckfail is very pcor
turf, cut up in the nearelt muir, a praétice which was once
In vogue, in every quarter of Scotland ; and which is flill
looked uponin this country as a moft important article in
huibandry, and occupies a great deal of time. Where good
ciay is to be had, it is ufed in pruft:rt:nc:c to the muirifh

fward ; and it is certainly much better, though our in-ficld
lands,

§ There Zre mary laws, refpe@ing the burning of heath grounds. They
are all intended with a view to proteét the game; but if they were chicfly
enforced, they would be advantageous to theep, though the grouad cannet al*
wiys be'burned in proper fealon.
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lands, thofe only which are manured in this way, do by no
means {tand in need of a claying every three years. All our
farmers are molt miferably defective in chat grand requifite
in good farming, the raifing of manure ; for the whole dung
made on a farm in one year, even with the addition of muck-
{#il or clay, is barcly futlicient for manuring oue feventh, or,
at moft, one fixth of the land which produced the ftraw. All
attempts to difcover marke have hutherto proved unfuccefs.:
ful; and the only fachitious manure which has been tried in
this country is lime ; and as trials of it have been made to a
very confliderable extent, there is no doubt of the practica-
bility, and valuc of the iinprovement. The late Mr Innes
of Breda, by luming and inclofing, accompanied by proper
hutbandry, improved a property in thas parith in twenty yezars,
which was lately fold at triple the price he paid for ity nor
are there wanting inftances of proprictors, and even of ten-
ants, though above the ordinary level, who have, with equal
advantage, carried on {umiar improvements. Lhe expence,
however, though the returas with good management, m the
ot run, do much more than repay it, is very great. The
theapeit method of procuring lime, is to bring it from Aber-
deen, at the diftance of from 25 to 30 miles : At that port
the price is very high ; for all the lime-fhells imported there,
are either from the Sunderland lime-works, in the North of
Ensland, or thofe at Charleftown, in the Frith of Forth, which
belongs to Lord Elgin. Lime-fhells, from the ficft, give 3 re-
turns ;3 and of the laft, from 2 to 21 of flaked lime. The
Ab:rdeen boll of lime-fhells is four corn Arlots, or £28 ftan.
dard Scotch pints |, for which the merchants receive from
35. 1d. to 3s 3{i. for Sunderland, and from 2s. 7d. to 2s. od.
for Charleftown Mells. 'The carriage from Aberdeen ro this
Vor. XV. 30 countyy,

i Scwen cubic fect, and 150 cubic inches,
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coyntry, of fo bulky and heavy an article, is the chief b
ftacle to improvements by means of lime. When Aber.
deen carters are employed to tranf{port lime-thells to this
country, they are paid at the rase of 115, or 123. for every
three bolls, according ta the diitance; three bolly weigh a.
hout 13co cwt., and require two horfes, as neithey the roads
nor the horles ate good. Some reckon this the cheapeit
wayy but athers hire the carters to deliver the fhells 15 miles
from Aberdeen, where they take them up with their own
cattle ; and they pay at the rate of 2od. per boll ; but 1t isnot
uncomimon to fend horfes and fervints o Aberdesn with
grain, and even without a load, and to bring homa lime- (hells
in geturn. As the Sunderland fhells contain a greater quan-
tity of calcarcons master in the {ame bulk, and in lefs weight,
than thofe af Charleftown, they are generally ufod here, and
at.the 1ate of from 16 to 20 bolls per Scotch acve, which,
when properly apphied, bave conftantly worked great chicdts.
The great expence of liming, elpecially in the cacriage, which,
with their weak ill fed cattle, the country people cannot a-
void, has bitherto detesred them from uling it as a manure to
any exwnt 3 and, indeed, withont a total alteravion of their
made of cropping, W would be dangeyaus and hurtful to their
farms. Heavy as the expense of procuring lime, in this coun-
try, is, the advantages of it in mehorating the {oil, are fo great,
that it paay be looked upew as an artigle highly eflential ; and
neceflary for aftempuing or carrying on improverncnts. The
enly means to diminifb this expence, are cither to difcover
tolesable werkable limeftone in the ecountry, or to lower the
gxpancé of garrage. ‘Lhe attempts to dilggver workable
ime- one, have not hitherto been ¢ither general, or well
conduted, and though there are many indicatipns of it in
the couatry, no regular quarry has been hitherto found. It

is probable, that the gentlemen will foon turn their thoughts
with
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with fome effeft, to that important object, and if they are
fuccefsful, we fhall have lime-thells as cheap, at lealt, as they
can be purchafed at Abeideen, after defraying all expences,
the heavielt of which will be the price aud cdarriage of coals
fram Abérdéen to burn the limeftone. If this preat foutee
of improvement {ail, our only othet alternative; is, to cheap-
en the carriagre, by altering and mending the roads, which
hate lately begun to receive very gréat attention in this coun-
ty.

There are few fizlds properly inclofed, but thofe which
furtound gentlemen’s feats 3 and the only fences which may
be called good, are ftone dykes though there is hittle doubt
that, upon a proper plan, with praper preparation and atten-
tion, thorns would thrive well, make good fences, and, cone
fequently, a molt valuable and lafting improvement in this.
country ; but they have in very few places had a fair trial.
The country people are not averfe to inclofures, though they
will neither build nor pay a per centage for building Roné
dykes, which ¢oft from 24d. to 4d. per Scotch ell §, according
to the materials and height of the dyke ; befides carriage of the
ftones § and they ¢annot bear the trouble of protefling or rail-
g a thorh hedge. They fcldom make a proper ufe of inclo-
{ures where they have them ; for it is not uncommon to fee an
mclofed field in patches of corn and grale 3 the only real ufe
of inclofures to them, thetefore, is to ferve as a barfier to the
fatin in winter, when, if the weather is open, the cattle of the
great and of the fmall farmer, range promifcuoufly over the
whole countty, without regard t6 any farm or any boundaries.
This praftite has been prohibited | by the Legiflature long

302 ago,

§ A Scotch ell is Lietle more than 37 Enghth inches.

B Winter feeding was ftridlly enjeined, and the pradflice of turning ant
cattle, to go &t random, prohibited, under fevere penalties, in 1606, The uti-
liy of the law is obvious.~Pity that it js not more rigoroully cxecuted,
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ago, and it deferves very fevere reprobation, ag it is 2 moft
efie€tual bar to improvements of every kind ; and efpecially
to the culture of grafs and cern crops.

The wages of farm fervants have been very greatly raifed
within thefe few years in this country, owing to the great
demand and high price of labour in Angus, the Mearns, and
Southern parts of Scotland, together with that accafioned by
the number of extenfive manufallorics, recently erected in
Aberdeen. Forty years ago, a man’s yearly wages were from
16l. Scotch, or 1. 6s. 8d. Sterling, to 1l. 13s. 4d. and a wo-
man's 16 merks, or 17s. 95d. and they are now from gl. 1cs.
to 6. for a man, and 2l. 1os. for a woman. Though thefe wa-
ges do not appear high, when compared with thofe given in
other parts of Scotland, they are very {everely felt by the far-
mers of this country; and indeed, when it i1s confidered that
fervants in this quarter do not woik as in other places; that
the extent of ground ploughed, harrowed, reaped, c. is ve-
Ty great, when compared to the produce ; that for thefe rea-
fons many f{ervants are required ;3 and that the maintenance
of them is a much higher article than their wages, efpecially
where there are many mouths; and when, in addition to
to thefe pecuniary difudvantages, the difliculty in procuring
feyvants, their waile, indolence, carelefinels, and infolence,
are taken into account, it s not to be wondered at, that the
expence of farm {ervants, in this country, cuts very deep up-
on the produce of the farm, or (as the tenants generally fay)
that it is a greater burden on them than their rent. Defides
the ordinary fervants of his farm, a farmer has to provide a
number of extra hands for his harvelt work. This work s
never done by the piece or day, but an agreed-upon-fum, to-
gether with the reapers victuals, (frequently acccmpanitd by

very
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yery ridiculous ftipulations *) are given as a harvelt fee, dur
ing the whole time of cutting down and carrying home the
corns. Lhefe harvelt fees have bzen riling for fome years,
and are now i1l. 155, or 2l for a man, and 1l. for a woman,
befides vituals ; and the rifk of bad weather, to protract the
harveft, and lay hands idle, whom the farmer mull main-
tain, and every thing elfe being taken into view, it will be
found, that the expence of harvelt work runs very greatly out
of proportion to that of every other fpecies of labour. This
difproportion is the caule of many of the grievances we feel,
with regard to ordinary fervants 3 for thefe high harvcit fees
being nearly equivalent to a half years wapes, not only deter
the people, efpecially women }, from engaging to work to a
mafter, but induces fervants to defert their {ervice upon the
flighteft pretences; and it is much to be regretted, that the
diflike of getting what they call a bad word, among fervants,
gencrally ties up the farmer from applying for that redrefs
which the law alfords. The fame filly idea leads them to
give way to the groffeft abufes in their domeftic concerns. A
farmer muft often rife from bed at 3 or 4 o'clock, in a win-
ter’'s morning, to admit his fervants, who bhave been junker-
ting all night in the neighbourhood ; and he muft perform all
the morning work of a farm, in tending cattle, &c. long be-
fore they get up, to afhift him; nor is it uncommeon for a fur-
mer to go with his cart and horfes to Aberdeen himfelf, be-
caufe he will not only take betier care of his cattle, but per-
form the journey at lefs expence than his fervant. In fhort,

the

* Such as, for example, that the reaper fhall have fuch and luch perfons on
the fame ridge with him.

} Women, when they are not engaged as fervants, {pin, and make their own
tlothes, or work ftockings, till the harvelt approach; and thuas are gaincrs by
Let eptering into farmers {ervice,
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the common meaning of language here is totally reverfed;
and fervants do not fo much ferve, as rule and tyrannize over
their mafiers. The {ubtenants and cotiers do not work much
to the principal tenants; but they pay them higher rents
than the principal pays to his landlord, and they eafe him of
a good muany fervices ; and though this clafs of poficflors of
land mad to the population of a country, they ate not, here
at leaft, always to be reckoned the moft ufeful and indufiris
ous members of fociety. There are many of them, who, if
their {mall piece of ground wiil barely find them fubfilfience,
will not endeavour to better their conditton by Iabour or in-
duftry, though there is always work enouph for labourers
and they lead an eafy, indolent life, except in harveft, which
is & feafon of general exertion. The wages of artificers here
are as high as in any part of Scotland, and thofe of day la-
bourers are 8d. in fummer and 6d. in winter ; high enough,
confidering their work; yet the high price of meal commaon-
ly proves a flronger inducement to make them work than
thefe wages. Working by the piece, except at mafon-work
and dyking, is not general in this country ; nor will the coun-
try people undertake it even for common works, fuch as
trenching, ditching, &c. vnlefs they have an enormous pro-

fit. :

‘The fuel of this country is peat, wood, turf, heath broom,
&c. With the firlt, there are only two eftates in the parilh
fupplied ; and though the tenants of thofe properties are on
a better foating than the others, {till the labour of procuring
peats is fo great, that it admits of a doubt, whether coal, un-
der the difadvantages of a hizh price, and a long carriage,
would not be cheaper. Except the roots and crops of trees,
wood is little ufed for fuel, as it is very expenfive ; and broom
and heath require much laboer,

Reads
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Roadsr.—The roads in this county have been originally
formed, cither by the ftatute labour, or by the military, under
the order of Government.  Of this Iaft defeription, there ave
two roads which crofs each other, in this parith ; the great
Northern road, which leads from Fettercairn, over the Cairn
of Month to Hunily, and the road which goes from Aber-
deen to Corgarff, a2 military ftation on the fources of Don.
Both thef: roads, fince their formation by the foldiery, have
been kept in repair by the ftature labour of the feveral pa-
rithes through which they pafs, 2= far as it would go, to
maintain them jointly with other roads in the parifbes. The
ftatute labour has not been hitherto converted into money in
this country 3 and, of confequence, as in every other coun-
try where the ftataze lubour is performed in work by the
ceuntry people, it is found inadequate to the fupport of the
roads, both public and parochial.  The laft mentioned mili-
tary voad, forms the communication between a very exten-
hve country and the city of Aberdeen, and has, of late, as
well as on feveral former ocecalions, hecome almoft impaflable.
In aid of the ftatute labour, the pentlemen whofe eftates ly
in this country, have twice made very liberal fubferiptions
for it’s repair 5 but in 1792, when it was again in a very bad
ftate, alter mature confideration, its direction, for a confidera-

le way, was found to be highly improper; and it was o
greed, that a new road, for nearly ¢ miles in length, with =
view to cbviate the difadvantages of the old track, fhould be
undertaken.  I.. Goo. has been {ubferibed for this purpofy,
ardd the work is confiderably advanged.  Whon it is finithed,
there is good reafen to expedl, that the improvement of this
country will po on with aditional brifknefs, as it will give us
an excellent communication with our chief market place,
and enable the farmer to bring home lime, coal, and the o-
ther neceflury articles of country confumption, miuch mere
. exfilvy
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eafily, and therefore more cheaply, than he has been wont
to do.

Manufaiturer—The only manufalture in this county
worth mentioning, is that of knitting ftockings, which has
been long citablithed in Aberdeenthire®*. The country part
of the manufalture, is carried on entirely by women, to
whom the wool is delivered out by the Aberdeen ftocking
merchants, who have fixed ftations over the country, for giv-
ing out wool, receiving {tockings, and reckoning with thofe
whom they employ. The wool isalmoft all imported from
England, and none of the growth of the country is manufac-
tured ; for which reafon, our wool is very inferior, and the
flecces of a flock not worth more than 6d. each, on un ave-
rage. It is fpun and worked into {tockings, at a pricc pro-
portioned to their finenefs or coarfenefs; and the avcrage
gain of a pood warker, will be 2s. per week. This manu-
facture has contributed to keep hands in the country ; but it
admits of fome doubt, whether thefec hands might not be
more profitably employed, and whether the manufs&ure has
promoted the interefts of agriculture ; but it certainly con-
tributes little to health, and conduces lefs to morality.

Antiguities.—In this parifh, the Marquis of Montrofe, upen
the 2d day of July 1645, won the bactle of Alford, by de-
feating Baillie, one of the Generals of the Covenanters ; but
his caufe fuftained an irreparuble lofs, in the death of the

Lord Cordon, the eldeft fon of the Marquis of Huntly, who
' feil

* According to the accounts of the Aberdeen merchants, (who export 4l
the Rtockings, either to Holland and the northern parts of Germavy, from
whence they are often fent to Amcria) the fum crculated threugh the
country in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen, merely for (pinning the wool
and knitting the flockings, is bhom go0c0l. to goc0ol, per anoum. Thele
accounts are, howevgr, in all pralabidity, much beyond the truth,
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#ell by a random fhot, in the purfuit, near a large {tone on
the field of battle, which is ftill pointed out by the country
people. About so years ago, fome men, in cafting peats, dug
up the body of a man on horfeback and in complete armour,
who had been drowned either in the purfuit, or flight from
this engagement ;3 and formerly, the country people were in
ufe, when cafting peats, to find ball, and pieces of money *,
which had, probably, dropped from the flying, and elcaped
the {earch of the viftors. Upon the top of a little hill, there
is an immenfe cairn, from which a fmall property in this pa-
rifh takes the name of Carneveran, though the import of that
word is not known. This cairn is 120 yards in circumfer-
ence, and of a proportionable height. Of this great monu-
ment, there is no very diftint tradition, though fome think
that it marks the burial place of a brother of one of the
EKings of Scotland. No mere certain accounts can be given
of a pretty large cairn, which lately ftood at a place called
Cairmballoch 3 but, when it was removed fome yedrs ago,
there was found near the bottom, a fort of cheft, compefed
of thin flat ftones, containing an earthen veffel filled with
athes, which mouldered away upon being expofed to the air.
In the parifh, there is an ¢minence called the Gallow Hill,
which had been anciently a place of execution ; and nails,
and other pieces of rufty iron, are turned over by the plough,
ticar the fummit, where the gallows had been erecled, Many

3 P . of

* Bome of the coins arc in the cultody of Mr Farqubarion of Haughtong
ind as it may gratify a curious reader ta know the coine which appear to
have been then current, two of them fhall he defcribed. They are filver;
and the firkt is a two florin picce of Maximilian, Count Palatine, 8ce having,
“n one fide, his arms, furrounded by the Poifon d’or, and, on the reverfle, the
the Patronefs. of Bavaria, with the fame legend which is ftill ufed. The
other is a dollar of Phil, 4, of Spain, having on one fide the arms of Spain
80d Aullria, and the collar of the Galden Fleece, and on the rcverfe, a
i crofy Heuri.
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pf the parithioners report, though without much credibiiaty,
that Gregory the Great was buried in the parifh ; and there
are {everal prediltions current among the country people, at-
tributed by them to Thomas the Rhymer, which it would be
unneceflary to recite. There are two old houfes in the pa-
rith ; one of them, Afstoune, was built between two anl
three hundred years ago, and feems to have been a place of
fome ftrength. It was a fquare building, with a round tower
at cach of two oppofite angles, of which there is one {lill re-
renyaining, though the greater part of the houle was pulled
down 4o years ago. The firflt florey was all vaulted, and
there was a well in one of the vaults ; but the towers were a
continuation of one vau!t above another to the roof.

About two thirds of the parifh belongs to one proprictor,
who is an occafional refident, and the remainder is divided a-
mong five others, two of whom refide.conftantly.  The va-
lued rent is 3326k 125, 8d. and the neat rent may be about

Il_r;cczl-. 1g5. Sterling.,

Arimals.—The Don abounds with ttout, and, after Ligh
floods, with falmon, which, when the river is low, cannot get
up on account of the crieve dykes, near its mouth. Tlere are
no pikes, and few eels in this part of its eourte, A bridge over
the Don in the line of the great northern road, would be
highly ferviceable to this country. Befides the Don, therc
are feveral inferior ftreams, which pafls through the parifh,
well ftocked with trout, &c. Upen one of them, the Lochel,
a bridge was built by Mr Melvine, then clergyman of this
parifh, in the end of the laft ccntuf}r, and it is fhll kept in
good repair, by a mortification of 100 merks, which ke left
in the charge of the minifter and kirk feflion, for that purpofe.

In the parifh there are a few Red and Roe Deer, lately at-
trated to the country by the extenfive plantations ; and we

have foxes, polecats, weafcls, the Scotch ermine, and the Muli-
' covy
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covy rat, who has travelled up the banks of the river from
Aberdeen. We have likewife a few muir-fowl, and plenty
of hares, patridges, fnipes, plovers, and wild ducks; and,
at particular feafons, curlews, woodcocks, dottrels, and fcail
drakes. Of other birds, the country is infelted with hawks
of almoft all {orts ; the falcon, fparrow-hawk, martin, and a
rare fpecies, commonly called blue fleeves, and with kites of
different iges and deferiptions. The hooded crows are not
fo numerous, but rooks and daws are in prodigious numbers.
sometimes the great woodpecker has been found in our
wowds, and the king’s-fither on the river, though they are
exceeding rare. In general, our woods have increafed the
number of the birds and beafts of prey, and confequently di-
minithed the quantity of game in the country.

Churchy Scheol and Posr.—The church is old, and bears date
1603. The manfe was built in 1718, and has been repaired,
and is convenient. The ftipend is 60l. 1 3s. 4d. including com-
munion eléments, and grafs money; 2 chalders of meal, and &
of bear, befiles a glebe of 4 acres, and a garden. The laft E.
pifcopal clergyman in this parith was Mr Jefirey, who was
removed about the year 1715, and Mr Gordon, the firlt Prel-
byterian Minifter (and a confiderable leader in the Church
of Scotland), was fettled in 1719, and removed to Alloa in
1735. The prefent incumbent is his third fuccefior.

‘The fchool-falary is 13 bolls of meal, and 2l. ariling from a
mortification, and 40 merks, or 21. 4s. sxd. as the fee of 2
icflion clerk. "The emoluments of the fchool will not much
exceed 31.  The whole amount is too flender an allowance
for any perfon properly qualified to difcharge the important
duties which this clafs of men owe to the public.

The funds for the maintenance of the poor, are the inte-
reft of 200l. of mortified money, and the weekly collettions

at church, together with the fines of delinquents. Thefe funds
até
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are applied to the fupport from 12 to 17 paupers, none of
whom are permitted to go about begging, though the country
1s overrun with people of that defcription. In the bad fea-
fons of 1782 and 1483, the kirk-feflion were obliged to extend
their charity more generally, and, with the‘confent of the he-
ritors, laid out a part of their capital in purchafing grain to
fupply the poorer inhabitants of the parith, who were in
thofe years reduced to great want.

Population.—~The population in 17¢5 was gge.
The number of fouls under ro years of age

in the parith, are, - - 133
From 10 té6 20 - 13%

) 20to 40 - 210
40 to 60 - 10§

6o to jo - 74

70 to 80 - 5

8otogo - 4

Total, 663
Of thefe there arec 310 males and 353 females.
The number of marrriages and baptifms for 14 years from

1780, are as follows
780 81 B2 83 B4 85 86 87 83 89 go 91 g2 93 To

Marriages 7 % 9 2 5 5 4 4 4 1 4 6 3 6 062
Baptifms, 12 19 6 12 10 14 32 71113 6 913 6 150

The regifter of marriages is very exat, and there arc nonc
irregular ;-fo that the average may be ftated at 4 3 perannum.
"The regifter of baptifms is very inaccurate, and probably not
one half of them entered, fo that no conclufion can be drawn
from it. There is no rcord whatever of deaths. Of artifi-
cers there are in the parith, 2 mafons, g joiners, wrights,
coopers, and turners, two of whom make a variety of mufi-
cal inftruments without any education for that purpofe; 6

weavers, 3 black-Imiths, 10 taylors, 6 country merchants, 4
millers,
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iillers, and 2 dyers; but they all have {mall pofieflion of
land to fupport them as well as their trade.

The parifh-regifter goes no farther back than 1717, and is
fo very irregular, that it is impoflible from it to procure any
data for afcertaining the ancient population of the parifh, not
even at the time of the return to Dr Webfter. DBut that the
number of inhabitants in the parifh has decreafed very great-
}y, within a few years, is not to be doubted ; and the princi-
pal caufe feems to be the great encouragement given at A-
berdeen by the manufatures to labouring people. This pa-
nfh was, however, in all probability, much more populous
100 years ago, than at the time of Dr Webiter's report ; and
the reafon of the decreafe feems to be, that by the wearing
out of the mofles, fuel has become f{carcer than it was at
that time; a realon which will flill tend to diminifh the
number of inhabitants, till a morc improved ftate of the
country enable the people to fupport the expence of coal.

‘There are no prevalent difeales in this parifh; excepting
the hooping cough, meafles, and {mall pox, none of which
are fatal ; the danger of the laft is much abated by inocula-
tion, which is becoming very general. There are feveral
mineral fprings in the parith, and though their waters arc
not firong; fome of them have been attended with advan-

tagﬂs.

Charaffer.—In their general charalter, the peopleare well
entitled to commendation, for an obliging hofpitable difpo-
fition, for their religious condudt, and regular attendance of
divine worthip, and for having laid afide that quarrelfome
temper which once prevailed, without adopting in its ftead
the fpirit of litigioufnefs that has fucceeded it in many places ;
but candour muft acknowledge, though they poilefs in gene-

ral a laudable cccconomy, they have not yet {fully acquired
thofe
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thofe habits of labour and induftry, that have bettered the
condition of the lower claffes of people, in other parts of
ocotland ; an acquifition which muft always and every where
be gradual in its beginnings, and which it is hoped, a few
years will haften on in this country.

That predileCtion and prejudice in favour of ancient modes
of hufbandry, which has {till fome ftrong roots in this corner,
15 not fo blameable, as it has been fo very general, and exert-
ed itfelf fo vigoroufly in every country, in the commencement
of improvements; but when fair means are taken to open
the eyes of the people, by examples and indifpurable experi-
ments, perfevering in them is not fo excufeable ; and {fome
degree of this cenfure muft be applied to our farmers, in per-
fifting in their old praflices, when they fee 10 or 12 bolls of
grain raifed by good hufbandry, where they could only raife
3 or 4, and excellent crops of turnips and artificial grafles,
where they denied the poflibility of producing them. This
cenfure, however, is much lefs merited than it was, fome
years agos; and the operations of a few years more may

change it into applaufe.

This account cannot be concloded better, than by a paper, found in the
charter cheft of Mr Farquharfon of Haughton, of a court ot the barony of
Alford, during the Ulurpation of the Convention Parhament of Scotland.—
The tranfaétien which it records, fhewn, that the means which they or their
adherents (for the then proprictor of the baiony was a mofl zealous cove-
nanter ) employed, ta fupply their treafury, maintain their forces, and fup-
port their power, were not very daflimular to thofc that have been fo recents
ly and tyrannically put in pradlice in a ncighbouring Kingdom ; for when
the low ftate of agriculture, the general poverty of the country, and the flea-
der means of the commonalty, at that time, are contralled, with the heavi+
nefs of the taxation impofed, and the leverity of the regulations for enfor
cing payment, it is well entitled to be compared to a forced loan.

It furnifhes a firong proof, that in this, as in every other country, arbitrary
exa&ions have followed hard, alter the fall of equitable government ; and it
fs a {irikimg example of the burdens and oppreflions, which, when Jawful

swthority is overturned, muft be born, not only by the rich and the great
bt
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but by the humble and the poor, by the friends, aswell as the enemics of thole !
who fubvert the order, the peace, and the juftice of fociety.

This paper demanda attention, allo, as affurding fome prool of the an-
cicnt population of this diftrid®.  All the perfons raxed held poffeflions from
the laird, and were heads of fomilies, with cottars, grallmen, {ub-tenants,
and fervanes under them, from whom they were to receive fume relicl of the
burden of the tax

The number taxed by name is . . ¥
And for the Kirkron of Allord there may be allowed 3

Toral of fanulies renting land G4
The number of thofe who held of the p oprictor ut prefent is 40

Decreafe 2.4

Thia decreafe is 2 diminution of the number of families; and, if we fup-
pofe the numbers of fervants &c. and fub-tenants, was 1n preportion at that
time to the number of tenants, the total decreafe of the number of fouls mull
be very great.

It 15 proper to oblerve, that this efltate was fermerly much better provided
with mofls than any othar an the pandh, or thz counfry in generul, which
mey have cczafioned a2 more than ordinary number of inhabitants,

The Court of the Jandis ard barrenic of Petfivge, Meikle Endevie, Band-"
ley, Badiwin, and others pertinentrs, with  Aidgethen, Walhoufe,
Mudmill, Kiktoune of Allurd, and thir pertinetts, be the riche
‘honourable Jon Forbes of Lefly, heriterr thereof, halden at Petilug,
the tent day of Aguft, laivi and fourtie and avght years. Thoros
Davidfene portioner, of Aigethen, balzie; Williome Rud, clarke of
court ; Georre Toweh in Dykeheid, officiar; Dempfer the futeis, cal-
let members prent, the court fenfit in forme and maneir as effeirs.

The faid day compeirit George Touch, in Dykcheid, and hes givven hu
3ith to be honefl and trew in ye office efficiarie, in ye ground and baronie of
Puitfluge, ay and tyll he be difchargit,

The faid day compeirit Alezander Wat, being perfewic for to fcheir in
harveft to Wilbame Paterfone, in Bandley; and being acculit, hes givven
his aith to be free of the faid perfute ; and theirfoir, the faid Alexander Wat
moft pay his teynd of beir and aitts: fine the faid Alexandcr, his wyf is o-
bleigt to fcheir in harveft to Williame Paterfone in Bandley.

The faid day, James Ingrakame in Mikill Endovie, is decerenit and or-

denirt be ye bailze, to go hame to Jon Couper, and mike his atuell refi-
dence
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dence in his meilling and pround, and to pey for the fame as he hes prow
meiffchet, and fic lyke te pay to James Winter, {tke dewcties and ferm as he
hes promiflit to him for this yeir, according as they ar agrecit ; or elfs to pey
the failze as the bailze decerns,
The f2id day it is decernit to pey be Jon Smyth in Cleymyr, 3 dollars for
levie and tranfport moneyisto ye forces, betwixt this and the day anght dayes

Mr William Zong, in Cleymyr, -
Mr Patrike Innes, in Potfiug,
Mr Alexander Smyth, in Shathheid,
Mr George Touch, in Dykched,

Mr Andrew Smyth, in Bentts,

- -

-

L

twa dollers and ane half.
ane doller,

4 dollers,

1 doller and ane half,
fourtie fhilling.

Jon Bainet, in Bentts, . . 2 dollers,
Jon Michell, yr, . . 1 doller,
James Chalmer, in Mikill Endovie, . ten mks.
Puncan Mitchell, in Bandley, . . 3 dollers.
Alexander Ritchie, in Bandley, . . ten mks.
Tomas Mulchant, cordiner, . ‘ 1 doller.
William Jamefone, webfter, . ¥ doller,
Jamss Ingrahame, tailzeor, . . r doller.
Jon Mikie, fmyth in Meckill Endovie, . 1 mk, peyit

James Edie, miiliare,

7 doller, peyit.

Robert Gib, in Petflug. . . ¥ doller.
Mr Alexander Calder, in Famtowne. . 1 doller.
Mr James Mar, yr, s 40 fa

Mr James Marnoch, in Elriche, . 5 doller.
Mr Jon Wailker, yr, ‘ " . 1 doller.
Walter Robertlone, in Cleymyr, ) - 1 doller.
Tomas Galloway, Mikill Endovie, . X doller.
William Forhes, in Mikill Endovie, . fyvve mka.
Elffpic Willon, yr, . . . half doller.
Adam Burner, yr, . . . hzlf doller.

. I mk.

Elffpit Coupland, in Bandley,
Alexander Wat, in Bandley,

fourtie fehillings, peyit,

Jom Mitchell, in Badivin, . . "1 doller,

James Banie, in Badivin, - . 1 duller.

William Wyr, in Smiddiehill . 2 doller.
Alexander Mutchell, yr, . . I merk.

Jon Mik:e, in Greyltane, . . 4o fchilling, peyit.
James Edwart, in Aidgethen, . . 2 dollers,
William Edwart, yr, ' . . 1 doller.
Alexapder Yuull, . . ' ‘ hall doller.
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Georg Marnoch, in Mikill Endovie, . 40 fchiilinges,

William Gallefpie, in Elrike. - . go fchillmges.
Willlam Ritchie, in Bandley, . . 4o {chillinges,
Jon Anderfone, your, . - T metk,
Andrew Batrie, Badivin, . . 2o fchilling.
Alexander Crillifone, yr, . . 1 mk.

James Martn, in Aidgethen, . A libs,

James Mortimer, yr, . . 1 mk,

James Couper, ye zounger, . . 1 mk.

Jon Palzeor, in Alfuird, . . 1 mk.
Willlam Perrie, in Walhous, . . 20 ichaling.

Jane Scot, Mikill Endovie, and his nurith 30 fehilling; Ifobell Miil, in
Yinke, 1o fuhiilings; Kirltane Coutts in Bandley, 1o [chilhings; Margret
Gieny yr, To fuhillings ; Ifohell Leang in Badivin, Te fchilings: Margrer
Edware, in Asdgethen, 1v {chilnpa; Kirltape Couper in Aidglethen, 14
fehilisngs,

The faud day it is flatut and ordenit, be ve bailze, to pey and delyver peyit

to Jamcs Wence in Mikill Indovie, § niks, 40 pence,

Jt-m Elfpet Storach in Baudiey, . . 5 mks, and 40 pence.
Ftew. the Leard hunflelf for the manifs, . . § mks, and 4o pence.
Jiem, Patrick Morumer in Greyibane, . £ miks, and 40 pence.
James Couper in Aidjrethen, . . . & mks and 40 pence,
Fieww Whiliiam Ferhes in Middiclall, . . 5 mks, amd 40 pence.
dtem. John Cougpland wn Bandley, . . 5 mks, 40 pence, peyit.

The faud day it 1 ordamir and decernit, be ye baidze, that all the forfnd
perfons thar peyis noche the feckisd moneyis above written, betwix this and
the day aurhe dayes, (3l be poyadit for the dowbiil.

i, the Kuktoune of Alfwird, the hall of it, ¢ merks, 40 pence, perit.

‘Uhe Qid day it is Ratat and ordamit, be ve laird and bailze, that the maf-
tetis of the cotters, girfmen, and others, fervents that dwells with them, ful
be obleight for yur lervents; and gil the pey nocht their mauters, they fal
be pyndir for the dowhill, hetwix this and ye daye aught deyes, of ye levie
and tranfport moneys, and the poyndis to be delyverit to ye maues, and
never to be relizvyit agane,

The faid it 74 ftatut and ordainir, that the forfid ad £l be extendit to ye
Over and Nether Hach, to ye tennentts, fub-tenents and occupiers thereef, and
the ex:cution to pals agams yame for therr publick dewas, and lewic money,
an.d tranfport mancys, monthly muntenence, putnung ont aof it and Rorfe,
cwunform to ye compt of deburfements to be cqualic devydid amang yame, as
¥e relt of ye ground hes done.

Continuis this court to feventie four hours warning,
Gulielmur Bewd, notaring pubircas ac gflis in ﬂmﬁ;r, rogalus et ﬂfi‘-r_t:";h'h
Davipsune, Bolace.
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