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NUMBER XXV,

PARISHor REDGORTON

(CouxTy oF PeERTH, PrRESBYTERY oF PERTH, StNom

oF PERTH AND STIRLING.)

By the Rev. Mr Davip MoNcrIEFF.

Crigin of the Name,

TI—IE name of this parifth is wrote differently Redgore
town, contralted Redgorton, Rogertown, and Regorton.
The firlt fcems to be the moft ancient ; and, according to
vulgar tradition, is derived from the battle of Loncarty, at
which time, many of the wounded were brought to the cu-
rate’s houfe, which from thence was called Redgoretown, or
the town of the red-gore, and afterwards gave that name to
the whole parith. Rogertown is derived probably from the
name of a family, Rogers, now entirely extint ; the name it-
fclf is now become obfolete. The other name Regorton, is
Gaelic, and, as I am informed, fignifies in that Janguage

a field of corn.
31X 2 Extent.
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Extent.—1t is about 6 miles long, reckoning from Craig-
ingall, the Wefimoft point, to Safelanding, thie Ealtmofl,
and at a medium near 2 miles broad. There is a {mall pan
of the parith disjoined from the reft, which is about 6 miles
diftant from the church, running along the foot of the Gram-
pian Mountains, and interfeted by a neighbouring parifb.
The lower part of the parifh extends itfelf in an irregular fi.
gure, running along the rivers Tay and Almond.

it is bounded on the South by the parifh of Tippermuir,
on the Weft by Methven, on the North by Moneidy and
Aughtergaven, and on the Eaft by Scone.

Situation, Soily, and Air.—The country here is rather hilly,
but the high grounds are neither very clevated nor {teep, but
rife and fall gradually towards the rivers, where the land is
flat, and in many places can be watered by the adjacent i
VErs.

The foil is generally light, though in fome places there is
a mixture of clay and black earth ; aad, where it is draincd,
and the large muir-ftones, found here and there, either taken
out, or funk below the depth of the plough, the land is abun-
azntly fertile.

The fituation of this parifh being more elevated than fome
of the neighbouring, the air is purc and healthy. The moft
prevalent diftemper is the ague, which, however, i3 feldom
mortal, and feems almoft confined to the places neareft the
rivers, and to thofe who are employed in the public works

there.

Rivers.~The river Tay runs along the Eaft fide of the
pariﬂi, Almond on the South and Weft, and Shochie and

QOrdic on the Weft. All the rivers in this part of the coun-
: ry
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try difcharge themfclves into the Tay, which is the largeft
siver in Scotland ; and, when joined by the Earn, below
Perth, is fuppofed to contain more frelh water than' the
Thames- There is a fmall luke in the disjoined part of this
parifh, remarkable for it's depth in proportion to it's furface,
which produces large trout of a blackifh colour, from one to
two pound weight, and upwards. The river Tay, in this
neighbourhood, abounds with falmon, from fixteen to twen-
ty pound weight, at a medium 3 fea, or white trout, from
one to four pound ; bull trout from one to thirty pounds;
a yellow trout from two pounds and downwards, and a few
pike and eels. There is alfo to be found here a {mall fea
trout, called the Lammas whiting, from a quarter to half a
pound weight, of exquifite rafte. It is fo called, from its
coming up from the fea at this feafon. The falmon and
bull trouts are caught with nets, though there is excellent
rod-filhing, or angling in Tay, as well as in the other three
rivers, though in thefe there are no {almon but in the
fpawning feafon. 'The {almon fifhings let to tackfmen, a-
mount to about 150k annually. The falmon is one of the
ftaples in this country, and is generally fent to the London
market, or up the Mediterrancan. When fold here, they
bring in Spring gd. a pound, and 5d* in Summer ; though,
till within thefe 3o years, they were fold at 2d per pound,
and were fo very plentiful, (the export trade being not then
known) that in Perth and the neighbourhood, the fervants
made an article at hiring time, that they fhould not pget it
above twice a-week.

Antiquities.~=1t was iu this parifh that the famous battie
of Loncarty was fought, at the end of the 10oth century, un-
der the reign of Kenneth Il betwixt the Scots and the
Danes; which was fo decifive, that of the enemy engaged in

battle,
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226 Statiftical Account

battle, according to tradition, thofe who efcaped the fword
were drowned in the river, which was then fwelled by the
rains, and overflowed its banks. ™

* Tt was for their gallant behawiour at this memorable battle, that the fa-
mily of the Hays were encbled, under the name of Hay of Errol, and had
for their atms, drpent, three efcutebeons, gules, with the yoke'and bow inferibed,
The common report is fupported by the teftimony of He@or Boetius, and
EBuchanan, that, on the firfl oofet, our countrymen gave way, and were pur-
fued by the victorious Danes through the adjacent fields. Thiy being ab-
ferved by a farmer of the pame of Hay, or Haia, and his two fons, whe
were plowing in the adjacent ficlds, they took the yokes and bows of their
ploughs, erofied the river Tay, and, thus accoutred, having taken a fand at
a parrow pals, ftopped thewr fugiuve countrymen, ralued them, renewed
the battle, drove the Danes into the river, and thofe that were not drowned,
were ¢ut to pieces. Afrer this great {laughter, the King went with thele
three valiant Heroes in triumphant procefiion into the rown of Perth; and
pent day helding an aflembly of the States, at Scone, it was decreed to give
the 'wenerable old Champion the choice of the hounds chafe, or the falcons
fight, as a pollefion fuitable to the honours conferced on him ; and, carry-
ing him up to Kannoul HHidls, where the Danifh camp had lately been, that
Bbe might have a prolpeét of the hoe country lying below, great part of which
was to be his inheritance, he made choice of the Falcon's lyght. The bird
took its flight from the top of one of thefc hills, and it alighted on a ftone
by the river of Tay, a mile to the fouth of the houfe of Errol, where it
ftands at thia day, and is ftill called the folcon's, or Baswd’s fome.  All the inter-
mediate lands were given in property to this family, but have fince been par-
eelled out to different branches, and have been fold to others ; unlefs that
part of the eftate, which is flill held by Hay of Leys, one of the eldeil ca-
ders of this noble family. The country people ftill thow the ridges of where
the brave Hay and his fon were ploughing when they joined the battle, and
they were diftinguifhed from the reft of the ficld by fmall firipes of grals, or
baulks,on each {ide, which no farmer ever dared to break up till wichin theie
three years. They (il allo, fhow you the narrow pafs, where the Hays
rallied their flying countrymen, which is now levelled down. I have feen it
entire, when it much refembled the fmall Roman flations, which are to be
feen in many places of Scotland, though not fo regular. They point out the
furn gpain billocks, where the Dauca began to retreat, and the hollow way,
under cover of which the Clans furrounded the Danes. 1 have foen a great

numbet
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Modern Hiflory and Improvements—~The modern hiftory of
this parith, will appear to the Statefman, to be much more

uleful than 2 minute account of its antiquities.
Cromevel!

number of tamuli, or burrows, fcattzred over the field of bartle, where the
dead were buried, not raifed in any regular order,or in one place, but where

ever the flain fell in the greateft numbers; but they are now almofl levelled

with the reit of the ground. 1 have facn many of them opermed, and the

hight afhes found there in great quantities, evince the nature of their contents.
Some of the bones hawe been dug out quite entire, particularly a Jarge hu-
man fkull, the jaw-bone and teeth being entire, in the prefence of the late
Lir Bofwell, who lodged it in the Edinburgh Mufzem. In thefe, and threugh
the whaole field, which may contain near thres hundred Scotch acres, there
have been found hilts and blades of {waords, fpears, and bitts of bridles—
Some of thele were in the pofieflion of the neighbouring gentlemen, and
there is a houle carpenter, who made of them planer, laws, and tools of huf-
bandry. The ficld of battle, till of late, was grown over with heathjand
bruthwood, but is now cultivated, and hecome a rich ficld of corn, fo that,
in a literal fenfe, * the fwords have been beat into plough fharcs, their fpears
into prunivg hooks, and the delert Jand has become a fruitful field" Thele,
and many other circumflances, too minute to relate, were told, and pointed
out to me, with as much enthufiafm, efpecially by an old man of the aame
of Blair, whofe anceftors had been long proprictors in the neighbourhood, as
if they had happened in his own time. The only remains of the famous
battle now te be feen, the laft of the tumuli being levelled two years ago,
are the graves where the Danith General and Officers were buried, at the
head of which there are large ftones flill flanding, and a houle lately inha-
bited, called to this day Denmard. To confirm the truth of this anciene
picce of hiftory, we have the uninterrupred tradition of the country, the tef-
timony of our mafl ancient Hiftorans, the undoubted markas of a battle, the
armorial bearings of the Errol Family, the Bows and the Yokes, as far back
as the twelfth century ; and could any pieces of the armour be difcovered, of
which there is fome probability, thowing their origin to be Danith, it would
put the matter beyond all doube,

Another picce of antiquity not to be omitted, is the continuation of the
aufeway, leading from the Roman camp at Ardoch, which crofles the Tay
ut its prefent conflux with the Almond, At this place there are the remains

of & Roman ftation, regularly formed inte a fquare, furrounded with a deep
1% )
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Cromawveli Park.—1 fhall begin at the Weft end, and pro-
cced regularly towards ths Eaft. The firft obje&t deferving

notice

foffe, which has been for fome years graduzlly wathing awsay by the over-
Aowing of the Almond ‘There have been dug up fcveral earthen urns, fil-
led with human athes ; particularly a large one, about half an inch in thick-
nefs, made of 3 very fine clay of a brown colour, plated on the infide with
brafs, almoft confumed, and covered with verdigreele, containing about ten
Englifh gallons. Ancther very curious one difcovered, was fmaller than the
former, the cuntents of which were, a few athes of cak-woed, and part of a
lachrymatory, which was a fmall glals phial, the cighth of an inch in thick-
nefs, contaimung about an Englifh quart and a half; at the bottom of another
of thele was found a plate of lead, weighing about two flone weirht, with
Roman charaélers inferibed.

The foundation of 3 wooden bridge thrown over the Tay at this place il
remains. It conlifts of large oak planks, from fix to eight inches in diameter,
faftened together by long fkairs, but coarfely jointed, and furrounded with
clafps of iron, frequently twilted. It would [cem, that ferewbolts, and fine
made joints, were then unknown, 1 caufed one of them te be raifed fume
years ago, at the requeft of the late Dr Hope, who affured me that the fa-
bric of the wood wasnot in the leaft decayed. At the other end, beyond
this bridge, to the North Ealt, chere ave fome remains of the continuation of
the cauleway, almoflt as far as Blairgowrie, beyond which there are no tra-
ces of this famous mulitary read to be difcovered. This gives great credit
to the report of the battle betwixt Agricola and Galgacus being foughe in
that neighbourhood. Tacitus informs us, that his father-in.-law Agricola
ruet with a heavy firoke in the death of his only fon, an infant, which great-
ly afliéted him, Afterwards he led his army to the foot of the Grampuans,
where this battle was fought, and where Agricola, not without much bloed.
fhed, remained mafter of the field. In this engagement, Aulius Atticus,
captain of 2 cohort, was killed. He was eftcemed by Agricela, and much la-
mented by him and the army. It is not improbable, that the large ornament-
ed urn contained the afhes of JAgricola’s fon, and that the fmaller one with
the lachrymatory, the athes of Atticus, who would be interred with nulitary
honours, The prefent courfe of the Almond, though near the nulitary road
and ftation, is about half 2 mile to the northward from its jun@ion with
the Tay in former times. This nver anciently had its courfe by Ruthwven

Caftle, new Huntingtower, where there is ftill a fmall rivuler, known by
the
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notice is Cromwell Park. This was lately enclofed with a
itone dyke, and may contain zbout one hundred and fixty
Vor. AV. 3 Y acres

the name of Old Almond. At this place there was a Royal Fort, and a fmall
village called Burtha, which wis carried down the river in the might time by
a vety great inundation  King Williany the firlt, furnamed the Lion, had
ks yeungelt fon, John, with lus nurle, and fovrtcen of his domeftics, carricd
down the river and drowned. This happened the year ane thoufand,
iwo hundred aund tep; fo far Duchanun, and lis predeceflor Doe.
tius deferve eredit, and thowr paration 13 confirmed by other Inllonan, as
well as by the conilant rradaion But that the g, about two yaars af-
terwards, romoved the semzans to the prefent Lre of the town of Perth,
which he afterwarlds calicd Perth, or Perthai, is by no means deferving of
pqual credit.  That Perth hus been overflowed by the waters of the Tay,
curtain, but, from the digeing for the foundation of fome houfes lately
built, there have been d.fcovered paved flrects, from three to ten feet deep,
fo that it kas probably always flond en, or near to s prefont fitvation. "I"I]:i-?r
sfunion is {ftrengthened by this circomftance, thet the charter granted by
King William is only a weva damer, or & renewal of a former charter.

There are, in various parts, remains of Druidical places of waorfhip, and
indgment, particulacly ar Uver Beuchul, where there are twelve large fiones
{ct on end, and one larger in the middle.  Ar fome imall diftance, there s
uther rvwo, the ane with ninc, and the other with feven, and what is peculiar
with thele here and clfewhere, is, that the number is always an odd one.

There are large heaps of flones near Pitcairn, cziled pepance cairns, which,
according to the traditton of the country, were colleéfled by way of pepance
n the time of popery. They are in the ncighbourhood of a popith chapel,
which js now in ruins.

About a quatter of a mile below Stanley,where the river I':.!T i3 of confi-

liderable breadeh, chere is a natural ridge of rocks that rans acrofs the river,

almofl fermung an arch, which, at the top, within thefe thirry years, was only
tighteen feet wide : but the arches were thrown down of late, 1n order o
build a dam dyke for an inlet of the water to Luncarty Bleachficld. Two £-
mular arches were formed over the river Almond, where they were but of
late widened for fimilar purpofes.  The fabric of thele is not inferior in"point
of fymmetry to the work of the moft ingcnious architedt, but greatly furpale

the arc of human hands in point of {trength.
I fhall clofe this aceount of the antiquities of this parith, by chferving,
that in a field, called vo this day Cromwell Park, the report is, that the Pro-
teSor
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acres. 1he proprictor, about fourteen years ago, offered ta
let the whole for a rent of thirty pounds fterling 3 now it
is become the feat of two large manufatures, a cotton mill,
and a print-feld, and brings to the proprietor of the land an
hundred a-year; but, if we take in the improvement of the
adjoining ficlds, neceflarily conneéted with thefe great works,
1ts value can fcarcely be eftimated. About twelve years ago,
Mr William M*Alpine, from the ncighbourhood of Glafgow,
a clergyman’s fon, who had been bred a callico printer,
came to view this country, and having beheld with aflo-
nilhment the great quantity of frefh water, the nu.
merous falls for working machinery by water, made
choice of this {pot for erefting a cotton mill and print-field.
Enlarging his views as he dJdifcovered more of ‘the advan-
tages of the fituation of the neighbourhocd near Perth, he fet
down very extenfive works for printing on the other fide of
the T'ay, in the parifh of Scone, now called Stormontfield ;
and fhowed, in all his operations, an extent of genius, hither-
to unknown in this part of the country. But, fuch is the fa-
tality of ail human {chemes, not content with his views in
this country, he unhappily involved himfelf with fome of
the great houfes in Manchefter, who failed fome years ago,
by the market being overftocked with cottons, and with them
he fell. However, the {pirit he raifed in this neighbeurhood,
caught fome of the wealthy people in Perth, whe hizherto
had not obferved their natural and local advantages. Now 2
company of Perth merchants carry on here both the fpin-
ning cotton ard printing calicoes. The printing, in the year

preceding the fixth of July, feventeen hundred and ninety-
011¢,

tector had a fmall advanced camp, to check the inreads of the Highlanders
inte Perth, which afterwards gawe the name to this ficld, which it full re-
tains, In digging the foundation of a cotton mill, which has latcly been e-
rected there, fquare iron fhot of thirty-two pounds weight were found, which
gives credibility to the common report, which has never been doubted,
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due, amounted to 198,288 {quare yards of calicoes and li-
nens, and has fince varied, more, or lefs, according to the
demand. When the cotton mill is finithed, it will contain
about four thoufand fpindles, and give employment to near
nine hundred hands. “There are about one hundred and ff-
ty employed in various branches of the printing bufinefs, be-
fides their families.

Pitcairn-Green.—Adjoining to thefe, and “dependant on
them, is the village of Pitcairn-green, which is only in its in-
fancy ; but of which Mrs Cowley, in her elegant poem on
this rifing village, predicts, that it will one day rival Manchef=
ter.  May her prophecy be foon accomplithed !

Buttleby.—Proceeding eaftward, the next village is Battle-
by, near where the battle of Loncarty was fought, but as yet
there are few houfes built. It is meant for weavers, and

to accommodate the Loucarty company.

Lencarty.~—About half a mile further on, is Loncarty,
where ftand the works ereted by the late Mr William Sande-
man. There isa large farm here, and though the foil is rather
barren, the hand of induftry has wrought wonders. I have
with pleafure frequently beheld this ingenious man pointing
out to ftrangers a {mall field contaiting about fix acres,
which he intended for bleaching thread, and to which he ori-
ginally defigned to confine his attention in that branch of
bufinefs, DBut fcarce was it finithed, when his ideas expand-
ed, and for more than thirty years paft, there have been
eighty acres of upwards covered with cloth, which has been
whitened and dreflvd either after the Dutch or Irifh mode,
in fo perfeét a manner, that as yet it is unrivalled in great
Britain. Mr Sandeman was very lucky in adopiting & kil

3 Y 2 ful
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ful and atteniive partner, Mr Heltor Tamnbull, who witu
great fuccefs conducted the operative part of this work,
Five hundred thoufand fquare yards, at a2 medium, are bleach-
ed annually 5 and though both thefe gentlemen are now dead,
their fons and defcendants condudt matters in fuch a ma™
terly way, that che bufinefs is rather increafing for thefe two
years paft. Defides linens of various deferiptions, they have
now begun to bleach muflins. This company {pins cotton
by jeanies, conftructed after the moft approved plan; the
carding and roving are performed by water. They employ
about a thoufand fpindless  They made their own foap and
candles till of late. They refine their old lees, and from
them make athes. It would {well this narration too much,
to defcribe minutely the various and extenlive machinery,
the canals, and {prings of water, conducted at very confider-
able expence to keep the whole in motion. [ fhall only add,
that fo far from being as yet complete, when they either ob-
tain a new leafe, or afeu, from the proprictor, which is now
in agitation, their works will probably be greatly enlarged,
and other new branches of manufature introduced, as they
have feveral water fulls yet unoccupied. There are more
than three hundred employed here, befides their families.
All the manufatures I have taken notice of, are erected
on the eftate of Colonel Graham of Balgowan, who has three
fourths of the whole parifh. This gentleman, for fome time
paft, has given confliderable attention to improving his lands,
has planted with great tafte many thoufands of firs, and all
manner of forelt wood; covered with trces the little emi-
nences in different places ; run {lips of planting for miles
along the different farms, and twixt the different enclofures ;
built fences with ditches and quicks; and where {tones
could be got, has made fnap dykes, which form an imme-

diate fence. So that from being heath and uncultivated land,
hits
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his extenfive eltate has become almoflt a garden: and how-
ever Lrilliant Lis fervice to his country has been, in railing
for Govermment two battalions of foldiers, Liis patriotiling in
improving {fo much walle land, is a wore eflential fzrvice,
and will continue when the brilliancy of lLis martial exploits

will bz t'f_:rgr::u:tc:n.

Stanley —Afier palling Loncarty and Mr Graham’s proper-
ty, we come next to the eftste of Nairn, belonging to the
Duke of Athol, where the improvements are not Iefs rapid
and worthy of notice. The moft remarkable objzt here 1s
the cotton mill of Stanley, which employs about 2¢o0 fpin-
dles ; and befides this, there is now ereéing a mill for {pin.
ning flax; but as the fe of both thef: are in the parith of
Aughtergavin, I (hail only here take notice, that a fmall riva-
let running through the village, divides the two paithes, and
when the whole plan is completed, there will be more than
the half of it in this, befides the whole of their prefent farm.
In that part of the village belonginy to Redgorton, there ars
at prefent about three hundred fouls.

As to the improvements of land, what is remarkable, 1s this
circumitance, that about three or four years ago, two thirda
were heath, and now they are fertile fitlds of corn, wheat,
and grafs. The two furms molt improved, and which mors
immediately catch the eye of the traveller, arz thofe poflif-
fed by Mr James Stobie, land-furveyer, and Mr Charles
Stewart, on each of which there are ereted houfes and ofi-
ces in a taftey (tile.

Befides the public works already mentioned, there is one
corn mill, one oil ditto, one flour ditto, and one barley ditto,
belonging to Lord Methven, at the mills of Pitcairn.  In o-
ther places, there are two corn mills, belonging to Colonel

Graham.
In
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In the whole of this parifh, three fourths of which were
within thefe few years heath and f{wamps, thore are little
more than 300 acres of muir, the reft being under tillage, or
covered with trees. In the lower part of the parifh there are

3289 acres.

Pepulation.—In the year 1955 by Dir Webiler's computa-
tion, the numbers were 1074. There muft have been a miftale
here : for in the year 1763, when the prefent incumbent was
fettled, by an accurate furvey, the number of fouls amounted
to little more than 6on.  In the year 1942, they amounted
to 1700 and odds, and now to 2123, of which o7 are under
to years of age. But as fome of the manufaflures are in a
ftate of infancy, and as there are not yet houfes built within
the parifh fulficient to accomodate thefe employed therein,
who are obliged to lodge in the neighbouring parifhes, the
prefent numbers are but an imperfect tketch of the hands
employed in the various branches of trade. Houfes are con-
tinually building ; fo that, in a few years, the numbers of this
parilh will probably be doubled ; particularly at the cotton
works in Cromwell Park, where at prefent two floors enly
are filled with machinery i but before Whitfunday next, the
whole will be completed, which will bring an increafe of
400 or goo inhabitants.

As the regifter of births and burials is not accurately
kept; as poor people in many cafes omit entering their
names in the repifter, to avoid the trifling expence of
regiftration, and fome bury the dead without the affiftance
of the fexton, the account cf either cannot be exact : but
from the moft authentic documents that can be collett-
ed, the annual births, for fome time paft, at a medium, a-
mount to fomewhere betwixt 8o and 100, the burials be-

twixt 20 and 30, and the marrnages about 18.
Therea
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'There are about 30 weavers, but their number will foon
increale ; three {mithies, and two mafter houle carpenters, be-
fides thofe belonging to the public works 5 there are feven pu-
blic houfes, but three would be perfeétly fuflicient for every
ufeful purpofe. 1here are no rcfiding heritors, neither are
there here any phyficians, lawyers, or attornies. There are
14 farms, of which 15 are the property of Colonel Graham.
Belides thefe, are many fmall pofleffions, having attached to
them from one to ten acres. There feems to be 3 defign
formed, and already carried into execution for about twa
iniles, to conneét thefe {mall pendicles and the various villa-
ges ; fo that within a few years, the whole length of the pa-
vifh, which is about fix miles, will appear as one ¢bnneéted
village. There are no oxen ufed there, either for plowing or
the draught ; and as the common plough is generally drawn
by two horfes, the number of black cattle reared here is but
fmall, and generally fold ut the age of two or three years.
There 13 not a man or woman that has either hand or limb
without employment.

LPreduilions—The crops raifed here are wheat, rye, barley,
cats, peals, turnips, flux, potatoes, and grafs-feeds of various
kinds ; the one half of the farms being generally in grafs.
They export fome wheat and rye, large quantities of barley,
fome younyg cattle, and confiderable quantities of flates. They
import fome of the larger kind of horfes, and great quanti-
ties of oats and oat meal. There are two fmall pits of fhell-
marle, and the rivers Almond and Shockie are lined with rock
marle, of a reddith colour. “T'hey generally lay go bolls of
fhell-marle on the acre, but four times that quantity of rock
marle ; the former lofes it virtue within five years, while the
other continues to operate for fifteen, and feems fully to com-

penfate for the extra expence in digging and carriage.
In
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In the lower part of the parifh, there are 2,430 acres ara.
ble, 250 on natural pafture, 300 planted, and nearly as much
in heath, There is a meafurement of the whole parifh.

Adifeellancus Olerfervations ——Advantages.~¥From the local
fituation of this parith, it is both healthy, and capable of
~icatimprovements, from there being water {alls at many
places yvet unoccupied.  ‘The fick from Perth, which is al-
nofl fitnated as low as the furface of the river, come hers
to 11r{:.=th{‘ a purer air, and to recover health. 'The difciples
of the late Mir John Glals, who was the father and founder
ol tiw in*."- spendents in Scotland, can atteft the truth of this,
"I hey {ied 1-0:1::“1&}' a place both chearful and nourithing ;
F;'-.:m which the weaied feldom go witheut refrefhment, or

he hungry wohout being fed. The work peopie, employced
fm the varices manufadlmze, me diltinguilhed from their
meighbours by the cleanlinefs and ncatnefs of wheir drefs,
vaerticulazly the fomalcs, who, upon this account, are gone-
raiy marnied very yourz,  There is 2 {prightlinefs and wvi-
vacity in their manners, which is very engaging 3 and on ail
cotwvivial ocealions, efpeciaily at their weddings, as they aie

\

gencrally taught to dance, they difplay a galety and eorder,
ich is {el ‘.r“r' found in other places.  The bounds of the

-l

srh
mirtth do not confine this Fumour, but it has diffefed jtf:!f
tarough the whole country; and the preprietors of thole
woriks who refide in Derth, have f{elt its influence. In
visce of traveiling in carte, and being juded on  hacks,
manv of the manufacturers hoae their own hoifes for
vicing, aud give an aiving to their wives and children, in
genteel earriges. The gontlemen and ladies there, are dref-
tod wich the fome elegance that is obferved in other places,
end thar balls and aflernblics are no lefs brilitant. A cir-
cuaflange deferving notice, is this, that about thirty year:

agn;
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agn, there were only three or four chailes in Perth to be
Jet for bire, and now there are fixteen ; and thef: mult be
befpok  fveral days before they are needed, otherwife the
intended jaunt mult be poltponed. This increafe cannot
b= altogether imputed to firangers who pafs through Perth
as a thorough-fire, but alfo to the great increafe of the
manuf:Ctures, which fupply not only the neceflaries, but
alfo the elegancies of life, Vhe attention to decorum has
extended itflf to the public worfhip of the Dety, where,
befides the Plalms of David, the p.raphrafes lately recom-
mended by the Generil Affembly, are fung in various parts,
with foine hymas and anthems ;3 fo that the mufic in this
church is not excelled but by few in this kingdom At the
celabration of the great Chriftian feftival, the Sacrament of
the Supper, though the church feircely contains the come
municants, there s no held or, tent preaching, as in {fome
other places, fo deropatory from the foleinnity of this infti-

tutionn,

Difidvantages—However, on the whole, it muft be ac-
knowledged, thet the ciev.ted and unequal furfice of the
preater part of the Linds, render it wet and fpungy, and
the large whin ftones found detached in different places,
amake 1t difficude to labouwr with the plough.  But the one
€an be removed by diams, which can caniy be filtcd with
fmall ttones, founa every where in abundance 5 and the o-
lhr:r, either Dy digninge, hluwin;, T b}F ﬂﬂkillg theoy below
the level of the piough.  If the tenants vave no lefure for
thefe operations, there are underia.crs hers, who will exe-
cute the work either h}* L].J]I" Wa,€n Of PET ACTE. It 13 an im-
pediment to tiwe building here, th:t there 15 no {ree-ftone in
the parifh 3 but this can be found in the neighliourliood, par-

ticularly near the confines of the parith of Methvee. When
Vou. XV, 3 4 they
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they build with whin-ftone, either in time of rain or in
thaw after froft, the houfcs become damp by the {tones
fweating, or becoming moift ; a fault which only can be
remedied by lathing the walls with wood, which is the cafe
with the manfc. There are many clay pits from which they
make excellent bricks.

The grofs rental of the whole parifh, amounts nearly to
one thoufand and feven hundred pounds, including the fith-
ings. But this conveys but an imperfeét idea of what the
yearly rental will foon be. For the farm of Loncarty, which
contains about five hundred acres, rents only at eighty guin-
eas, and there are other farms in a fimilar fituation. The
Duke of Athol’'s tacks have been lately fet for twenty two
years, but the moft of Colonel Graham’s are nearly expired.
The detached part of the parith, which rums along the
Grampians, is not remarkable for any thing but its blue
flate quarries, which, though neither fo large nor fo thin as
the Eafdale flates, are very durable. There are two kinds,
a light and dark blue ; the laft is generally preferred.

‘Phere is no other church than the eftablithed one ; and
the various fects of feceders, burgers, relief and indepen-
dents, do not amout to more than a twentieth part of the
parifh. The manfe and church were built within thefe
twenty years 3 and though both are more elegant than the
ordinary ones, yet they are both too fmall.  The ftipend,
eftimating the vitual at the ufual converfion, is fcarce eighty
pounds ; it 13 ptobable, however, it will foon be augmented.
"There were originally three chapels depending on the Ab-
bacy of Scone, with a glebe annexed to each, but werc
fometime after the Reformation ereted into one parilly
which afterwards took its name {rom the centrical one,

Redgorton. Two of the glebes are contiguous to the pre-
' fent
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fent manfe, and zaltogether may meafure about tweive acres.
The Vifcout Stormont, now Earl of Mansfheld, is patron.
The prefent incumbent was fettled in 1763. His imme-
diate predecefior was George Frafer, now minifter at Monei-
dy, whe fucceeded to George Meek, whofe predeceflor was
George Blaky, who was the firft miniiter fetrled afier the
Achterlouny, who carried off

Revolution, and fucceeded
all the public records in his time, as well as thofe that werc
more ancient ; and fince, no account of the ancient poor’s
funds has ever been recovered.

The heritors of this parith, are, the Duks of Athol, Lord
Methven, Colonel Graham of Balgawan, and Mr Drummond
of Logiealmond, none of whom refide.

The funds for maintaining the poor are fmall; they arife
chiefly from {ecat rents in the clhurch, the weckly colletions,
and a {mall aflefiment of ten or fiftcen pounds yearly, the
one half paid by the heritors, the other by the parifhioners.
The poor here feldom exceed eight or ten in number; and
a fum not exceeding thirty pounds is {ufficient for their fup-
port, as well as for defraying all the expences of the feflion
clerk, &c. The poor get fram two to fix {hillings monthly,
and, before winter, a few coals and cloaths when neceflary.
From half of the colle€tions, which the Seflion is allowed,
to difpole of at pleafure; the money from the morteloths,
and the fines, the poor children, who are not on the
parifh lift, are educated, get books and cloaths. When
any extrzordinary calamity falls out, therc is a colleQion
made for the purpofe, which is generally liberal. There
have been no beggars or travelling poor here for thefe thirty
years, ever fince the prefent incumbent was fettled. There
15 ope parochial {chool ; the falary is no more than one hun-
dred merks Scots; the number of fcholars is from fifty to
one hundred. Befides this, there are two private fchools,
enc at Stanley, the other at Cromwell Patk., There are

4 A 2 three
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three public roads which pafs through this pwifh, and very
near the manfe: the great road from Perth to Dunkeld,
which is a turnpike, that from Dunkeld to Balgowan, Stir-
ling, &c; and the third from Perth to the Weft Highlands
thmugh Glenalmond.  About twenty years ago, the an-
nual wares of 1 man.fervant, were from four to five pounds,
now from feven to ten; and of a woman-fervant, from
thirty to forty fhillings, now three or four pounds. A day-
labourer then thought himfelf well paid with eight pence,
now he demands one fhilling, and can fcarce be hired at
any rate. ['he people in this parith, are very indufirious,
unlefs it be {trangers, on their firlt coming from diftant parts,
who foon acquire the decent manners of this country. Con-
fiderable attention is paid to the morals of the people at the
public works, particularly at loncarty, where the manu-
fatures have been eftablithed for forty years. When the
young folke of either fex, are fufpected of too much inti-
macy, the young man is called before his mafter; and if he
refufes to marry the lafs he profeffes to love, he is imme-
diately difmiificd from the work ; but if he muarries, which
3s generally the cafe, he gets a houfe and garden, and a fmall
compliment. The only feuel made ufe of here is coal, which
they either bring from Perth, or from the pits. If the laft
is the cafe, they fet off with their carriages about midnight,
and arrive at home the next evening in the twilight.

General Obfervations.—1 (hall conclude this hiftory with 2
few general obfervations refpeéling the police of the coun-
try, and the improvement of the livings of the clergy in
Scotland.

If the gentry coyld be induced to attend the worfhip of
the eftablithed church ; if the churches were rendered more

comfortable, and the roads and avenues leading thereunto,
WEere
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were kept deeent and dry, public worfhip would be more
generally artended, the colledtions for the poor would be in-
cre Jed, allefiments rendered unneceflary in moft country pa-
rifhes, the gentlemen would thereby become more patriotic,
and their i~fluence greatly enlarged.  However lightly they
may think of the prelent afleflinents for the maintenance of
the poor, whick will every day increafe, if no method fimilar
to the above is adopted, they will foon become as burden-
forne as the poo’s rates in England ;3 which will confequent-
ly lower the value of their land-.

If the Legillature would enlarge the glebes, and in place
of [ix, ailocate to the clergy twenty or thirty acres of land,
it would be both advantageous to the mcumbent and ufeful
to the whole country, by fitting to public view a field well
cultivared, and that at no greater expence than could be al-
forded by the erdinary furmer.  But till this can be obtain-
ed, ndght not th. heritors accomodate their minilters with a

ew acres at the fi'ne rate that they would demand from
others, without charging, as a few do, an extra rent on ac-
count of the convenience, &c ?

To abtain favour in thefe n‘fpr_-ﬁs to the clergy of this
church, would ir not be an inducement, that the prefent in-
cumbents would pay alittle more attention to what land they
already poflefs, and join with the ttle fome degree of ele-
gance 3 as enlarging their gardens, and beftowing foine pains
on their cultivation, and, where the fituation of the manfe
permits, have a fmall lawn and fhrubbery around the houfe.
It would be no great expence to plant an hundred fruit
trees or more, which in afew years would become profita.
ble. | fpeak not from theory, vut from my own experi-
ence I know a nughbour, who, by enlarging his garden,

has oot a plot for onions which yizlds him ‘rom five to ten
gotap Y
pounds
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pounds yearly, and that without any other expence than
ploughing and harrowing, without the aid of the {fpade. An.
gther {ells apples to.the amount of ten pounds and upwards;
a third garden roots and goofeberries to the fame amount,

‘Why fhould not the prallice be general ¢

NUMBER
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