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NUMBER XXVI. .

PARISHor KIRKMABRECK.

(STEWARTY oF KIRKCUDLBRIGHT, PRESBYTERY OoF WI€E-

TON, AND Synob of GALLOWAY.)

By AveEx, MacLeaN, Esg;

Name, Situation, and Extent,

Kmxman RECK, or more properly the church in the brake,
is exceedingly defcriptive of the place in which the church
formerly ftood; for as brake fignifies furze, bramble, thorns,
heath, fern, &c. fo, not only the particular place in which
the church ftood®, but alfo many other places in the parifh,
are incumbered with thofe fubftances. This parith, which
includes part of the ancient parith of Kirkdale, is 8 miles in
length, from North to South, and about 4 miles in breadth
from Eaft to Welt. Bounded by the parifh of Minnigaff on

the

* The church was removed to the place where it now finods at Creetown,
about 150 years go ; the peorle ftill continue to bury at the old church.
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544 Statiftical Adccount

the North, Girthon on the Eaft, Anwoth on the South, and
the rivers Cree and Wigton Bay, on the Wefl.

Surface, "Soily and Produce —The country in general has
rather 2 mountainous appearance, tifling gradually from the
{hore the whole length of the parifh ; vet the interior part is,
in many places, interfedted with rivulets, valleys, and low-
land, which, oy the induftry of the inhabitants, and being in
the vicinity of {uch inexhauftable treafures of {ea-thelils, have
been rendered very fertile, either for producing crops of
grain, or for pafturage. 'The lands on the banks of the river
Cree, (which forms Wigton Bay, and is the weftern bounda-
ry the whole length of the parith) s of a fupcerior quality,
partly of a clay, and partly of a gravelly foil, and, for either
tillage or grafling, is equal to any land in the South of Scot-
land. The country all along the Bay has a mofit delightful
appearance, the grzat military road running along the coaft
between Gatehoufe of Flect, and Newton-Douglafs, & one
of the moft pleafant ftages in Scotland, the whole being di-
verlified with woods, gentlemen’s feats, and beautiful inclo-
tures, hills gently rifing on the one hand, the Bay on the o-
ther, with a full view of the town, and great part of the fhire
of Wigton on the oppofite fide of the Duy, and the le of
Man, lying out in 5t George’s Channcl 3 {fo that, for vuricty
of objetls, fo well fieted to pleale and amufe the fancy, or to
elevate and expand the mind, fuch a profpe& is feldom to be
met with. ‘The mountsinous parts arc partly green and
partly covered with heath, or heather, with a mixture of
grals and herbage, that feeds both fheep and black cattle to-
lerably well. Thefe {heep, which are of the biack faced kind,
and of the fmall breed, are generally eftcemed excelicnt mut-

tan, and when come to age, the wedders generally weigh
from
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from 8 to t10olb. pet quarter, their wool generally brings from
8 to 1o4. per ftone, 26 lib. Englift. to the ftone. They are
all bred upon the land, and fold off when they come to age,
in regular rotatioh.  There are alfo a few of the large breed
grafs'd upon the low land, worth from 18 to 25s. Ster. The
black cattle are all of the true Galloway breed, and a great part
of them not inferior to any in the country® ; when theyare
cometoaye, they generally go to the Englith markets. "The hor-
fus are moftly all of the draupht kind, for the purpofe of farm-
ing, only a few kept for the {addle  There areralfo a few
goats, but that kind of {lock are not numerous, the whole
ftock of the parifh ftand thus:

Sheep of the {mall breed, - - 7,500
Ditto of the large breed, - - 300
Black catele, - - - 1,000
Horfes, - - - 200
Goats, - - - - 500

There are alflo hogs and poultry in abundance, for the ufe
of the inhabrtants. This part of the country alle yields a
plentiful fource of amufement to the fportfman, being well
ftocked with groufe, black game, partridge, hares, and wood-
cock in the feafon. The black game, however, have of late
years been fcarce, and appears to be rather upon the de-

£0ic.

Agriculture, 3:c —Thirty years ago there was no kind of
grain exported from this parilh, but, on the contrary, im-
portations was [ome times neceffary for the fupport of the,
mhabitants.  Since that period there is an increafe of po-
pulation of about 4oo fouls, and now there is a confiderable
quantity of oats, bear, barley, and potatoes, exported Annuaul-
ly. 'There is generally between goo and 1000 acres in til-

Vor. XV, 4 A lage

¥ it is common to fell two veais old beafle at fix pounds or fix guineas.

r
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546 Statiflical Account

lage, two thirds of which may be fown with oats, and the
remainder with bear, barley, potatoes, and a few acres in
turnfp. The principal manure ufed for improving land is
fea fhells, of which there is an almoft inexhauftable quanti-
ty, not only within the high water mark on this fide of Wig-
ton bay, but alfo in the dry land, feveral hundred yards
from the fhore, particularly in the holms of Caflencarie, the
property of Alexander Muir M‘Kenzie Lfg; where they are
in beds from four to ten feet deep of the fineft fhells ima-
ginable, without almoft any mixture of fand. As there can-
not remain a doubt but that thefe fhells have been thrown
together and left there by the tide, fo from thefe and other
foflile marine produtions, found both on this and the other
fide of the bay, it is evident, that the tide has flowed 15 or
16 feet higher on this coaft, at that period, than it doth at
the prefent. Thefe thells are generally fold by the agents of
Mr M<Kenzie at gd per tun, 25 tuns of which is fuilicient
for an acre of land, and proves a cheap and excellent mu-
nure to this part of the country, and is confidered much
preferable to either lime or marle. Dut the advantages of
this valuable treafure of fhells is not confined to this part of
the country alone, but extends round 50 or Go miles of a
coaft as far as the mul! of Galloway, where they are fold as
high as 3s. 8d. per tun. Many thoufand tuns of thele thells
are carried off annually, by a number of vefltls, from 20 to
60 tuns burthen, which are conftantly employed when the
weather will permit, in carrying them all round the coall,
and fome times even to the Ifle of Man. Thefe fhells have
been ufed with great advantage for the improvement of bar-
ren heathy land, in fo much, that many hundreds of acres
in this parifh, originally not worth more than 2s. per acre,
have been made worth from 1es. to 1gs. per acre. Yet

this, like every other advantage that is eafily attained, is not
duly
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duly prized or improven, for there are {till upwards of 1000
acres of land in the pariih, which, from both foil and climate,
is highly capable of cultivation, at prefent lying in a ftate of
nature, covered with heath, and almoft good fnrr nothing.
The fault here refts almoft wholly with the landlords, who
in that refpedt are in a great meafure blind to their own inte-
reft ; for where the means of improvement is got at fo cheap
a rate, and the dillance not great to carry it, a little calcula-
tion might {erve to demonilrate, that on nothing could they
lav out their money to {o much advantage 3 but where a te-
nant has only a leafe for nineteen years, and perhaps his en-
courzgement not great otherwife, it cannot be expelted that
he fhould lay out much money in the enclofing and cultiva-
tion of barren land®. From the above hint, it i3 not intend-
ed to throw any imputation of floth or inallivity upon eci-
ther Iandlord or tenant, (but only to {liow tirat a great deal
more might {Lill be done ;) for there are {everal furms which
now pay five times as much rent as they did thirty years a-
za, and the tenants ftill able to live much better now than
they did then. There are in the parifh 56 carts, fix of
which are kept for hire, and the reft for the purpofes of farm-
ing ; and 63 plows, fome of the Englith, and fome of the old

4B 2 Scotch

* The writer of the above having a pood deal of experience in the im.
pravement of barren heathy land, would recommend the following plan
where fuch land has a mofly furface, and of a very fff beoty {od. Inflead
of fallowing, which is the common praétice, and which is artended with a
great deal of labour and expence, plow up the land in winter or {pring ; the
fummer fcllowing give it a flight harrowing, to prevent the manure fulling
down between the furraws, after which fprcad the manure upen it, and fo
lee ic Iy for at lcaft one year, or, if the foil is very {Lff, two years, before
you put a plough in i, You will then find, that the {urlace 18 Guite rotten,
and that the land iz fit for a crop of cats, turnips, &c.; and that by giving
it time to ly till the furface rot, it does more than even fallowing could do

te fuch land, and the expence nothing.
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Scotch kind ;5 and where the land has been cultivated, they
are moftly drawn by two horfes.

LPopulation.—In Dr Weblter's lift in 17¢5, the numbers
were rated at 858  In the year 1764, the whole populztion
amounted to 68o fouls, of which the Ferry-town of Cree
(now Creetown) then contained 104. As the country part
of the parilh has altered very litt'e in point of population,
fince that period, it will be neceflury to thow the increafe
that has been in Creetown at all the different periods fince
that time.

i @ =P £,
iOdTiv:Of i i
A - To q = ]
In 1764, Creetown contained 34 20 24 104 4 c I
In 1774, ditte 110 73 294 307 I 2 3
In 1784 ditwo . . 14§ BE 354 44% 1§ 3 b
From the 1ft November 1793 )
to dirto 1794 183 142 409 551 X9 6 239

In 1794, the whole parifh pa-
rifh eontains . . afe 249 839 1038 38 g a7

Caufes of Poprulation.—~The increafe of population, not on-
ly in this place, but allo in many other places in Scotland,
is principally owing to thele three following canfes :

1. To the beneficial effe@ts of inoculation for the {imall-
pox, by which the lives of numbers of children are preferv-
. ed ; and, general as the practice is become, yet, {till there are
many of thefe little innocents, that fall viélims to the inat-
tention, {tupidity, and fuperftition of their pareats, who are
fo wedded to their ancient prejudices, that rather than part
with them, they will conlign over half-a-dozen fine children
to the ravages of this terrible diforder, or, perhaps, to the

gloomy manfions of the tomb.
a, fo

T Of the 23 children that dicd in Crectown laft year, 13 died of the fmalk
POx,

S
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2. To the improvement of wafte lands, by which num-
bers are employed and maintained.

3. To the recently eftablithed branches of manufatures.
By the firfl, life is preferved, and by the two laft, emigra-

tion is prevented,

Air and Ciimate~The belt proof of purity of the air and
goodnefs of the climate, is the good ftate of health general-
Iy enjoyed by the inhabitants; they being feldam fubjedt to
agues, fevers, confumptions, or fuch diforders as proceed
from a corrupted atmof{phere. The rheumatiim is the only
diforder that feems to gain ground, and molt generally com-
plamed of Though there is a great deal of rain that falls
bere, yet the air is conflidered dry and Lealthy, owing to the
water being fuddenly carried off by the rapidity of the rivu.
lets or burns, which immediately convey it again té the fea,
there being no fwamps or marfliy ground in this part of the

EUHHET}’.

General State of the Parifi—The ancient valuation of the
parith, as it ftands in the cels books of the county, is 3199l
vos. 8d. Scots. The real rent or prefent value of the
land is 2,750 l. Sterling. The number of heritors is fifteen,
of whom three only refide in the parith.  John M*Culloch,
Elq; of Barholm, (one of the reliding heritors,) is joint pa-
tron with the King. Dr John Inglis, the prefent incum-
bent is a married man, and has two children, a fon and a
daughter, and has been fettled fourteen years.  The former
ftipend was fixty pounds Sterling, and four peunds for com-
munion elements, but by an augmentation of victual fli-
pend, ohtained in the year 1992, the prefent living 35 worth
a hundred guineas per annum, independent of the glebe and
manfe, which is worth 25 L. more, and is pliced In a de-

hghtful
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Hghtful fituntion on the fide of the bav, about a mile and a
haif below Creetown. The church and manfe are both in
a pretty good ftate of repair.  There are very few diffeaters
here, ouly three feceders a1 d two cameronians in the whole
parith 3 and as a proof of the health and good morals of the
people, and what probably contributes in fome meafure to
both, is, that there is neither phyfician, furgeon, lawyer, nor
attorney in the whole parith.  ‘The poor’s funds generally
amount fo about 35 1 per annum, which, when judicioufly
applied, fo effe€tually relieves the wants of thofe depending
upon the public charity, (which feldom exceed ten in num-
ber, that ihere has not been one inftance of a native of this
parith going out of it as a ftrolling beggar, for thefe thirty
vears paft. The fchoolmafter’s fallary 1s a hundred pound
Seots, independent of the fchool wages ;3 but belides the
pubhic fchool, there are {feveral private {chools in the pariih.

Price of Lalsur.~WWages here are generally high. DMafons
and jomners hive from 1 5. 8d to 2. per day, without vic-
tuals.  Taylors and fhoemakers, from 8d. to rold. with
victuals.  An experienced man-fervant, from 8 1. to ¢ 1. per
annum. ‘The wages of women fervants, from 31. to 4l
and the other kinds of work much the fame in proportion.

Antiguities —The moft memorable place of antiguity is
called Cairn-hely or the Holy Cairn, from a tumulus or heap
of ftones, (as tradition informs us,) raifed over the grave ot
King Galdus. Several years ago, a great many of the ftones
were carried away for the purpofe of building houfes and
dykes, when there were difcovered large ftones placed to-
g~ther in form of a cheft or coflin ; but the roof ftone being
of fuch viadizons misnitnde, it has never been removed to

"I Lis memortable tomb ftands in the
centre,

- oo _
B= & =% mas [} v Rbraitalbias @
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ventre, between two different places, at about a hundred
yards Jdiftanc: from it, where a preat number of human bo-
dies have been buried, as appears from the number of
ftones placed upon one end in form of grave ftones. We
are told by [everal of the Scott'lh writers, that Corbredus
CGaldus, the owenty firft Riog of the Scors, ra valiant and
good king,) was the firlt of that nation who dared to ad-
vance his enfigns again{t the Romans, who, under Petilius
Cerealiny had fubducd the Brigantes®, and foon afier
proceeded to altempt the cononeft of this country, under
Juhus A rricola, who, having landed upon this coaft, de-
{troyed all the maritime places, and afterwards reduced the
Iie of Man 3 abier wiuch, he returned, and afier many a
bloody battle with the Scots and Picts, about the year A. D,
82, he fubdued the whole of the kingdom South of the 'Tay.
Hiftory alfo informs us, that one of thefe battles was fought
at the river Cree, {which flill retains its ancient name,)
wherein the Scots were overthrown, but no mizntion made of
the flaughter of their king ; on the contrary, we are told by
Buchanan, that this fame King Galdus died a natural death,
after a glorious reizn of thirty five years,. We are alfo in-
formed of another baitle fought on the river Cree, abour il
year A I} 3ive, whercin the Picts joined the Romans vn.
der Maximus their weneral, azainit the Scors, under theirp
king Eugenins, but wf'.:*-nin the Scots were apain over-
thrown. But in vain do we develope the Indtory of thefs
times 3 owing to the ambitious policy of Edward the it of
England, a veil is thorown over them which can never be re.
moved.  ‘There is alfo a different acoouat concerning this
place, which [eems to be founded on luiturv, aud which
deferves
* Bugantes, the ancient inhabitant of Y. Liwre, Lo aiire, Dorlam,
Welnoreland and Cuaher land.
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deferves attention. About the year of our Lord 1150, it is
faid there was a battle fought between the Englith and
Scots, on Glenquicken Moor, where'n the Scots were de-
feated and their General killed, and that the Bithop of Whi-
thorn being along with him in the engagement, immediately
afflumed the command; but his troops being defeated, imme-
diately fled towards the thore to their boats, but being over-
taken by the enemy at Cairnholy, about half a mile from the
thore, the bithop, with many other gentlemen, was killed,
and was buried here, and that from this circumftance it was
called the Holy Cairn, the bithop being a holy man. Cer-
tain it is, that on the very place where the battle is faid
to have been fought, there is a large tumulus which was
opened about 15 years ago (the ftones being carried a-
way for the purpofe of building dykes) when there was dif-
covered a ftone coffin, or ftones placed together in form of a
coffin, wherein was a human f{keleton, the {cull and the great
bones almoft entire, and greatly above the ordinary fize; alfo
an urn, containing fome athes, and an earthen pitcher : the tu-
mulus is called Cairnywanie.® Ata fiall diftance from the
above, there is a Druidical temple, ora Danifh encampment,
but, being left to the uncertsinty of conjecture, thull not ha-
zard an opinion ; there are allo feveral other tumuli in the
parifh, that have never been opened There are alfo four
{quare towers with battlements, which feem to have been
intended for defence : they are all pluced on the banks of the
Cree.

Jdineral
* There is a little rivulct or burn that rons through the place where the

battle is (aid to have been fought, that il zetains the name of the Enghly-

wman's Burn,
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Mineral Springs.— L here are feveral mincral {prings, all of
which have been beneficial in fome cafes ; one, however, on
the lands of Pible, which feems ro be of the chalybeate
kind, feems particularly adapted for remedying weaknefles
and complaints in the ftomach, and has been applied to by
fome individuals, with great fuccefs.

Fuel —The principal article of fuel is peat, of which there
are plenty of the very belt quality; alfo in many places of
the parith, there is whins and bruthwoed, which poor
people gather for fuel ; and as there are no coal but what is
imported trom other places, it is not much ufed here.

Price of Provifions,.—Deef, mutton, and lamb, generally
lell for 21d. or 3d. per hb. ; oat meal from 2cd to 2s. ; but-
ter 6d. per lib.; a fat goofe 253 a hen 8d.; eggs 3d. per

dozen,

Mifeellaneons Obfervations.—This parifh is famous for granite
‘ftone; as a proof of which, Kirkdalehoufe, built by the late
Sir Samuel Flannay, of Mochrum, Bart. is well worthy of the
attenntion of travellers.e It i1s a large hodern building, the
out-fide wholly of the moft beautiful granute, and wrought
off to fuch perfection, as is {uid pot to be cqualled in Britain.
Admiral * tewurt allo got all the principal ttones here for
Glafferton houte, which he carried acrofs the Bay in boue,
at conliderable expznce  And the Bithop of Derry, on {ee-
ing the houfe of Sir Samuel Hannav, a few years ago, was fo
nuch charmed with the ftone, that he immediately contraét-
¢d with the fupermiendent of that work, for building the
{pires of two churches in his diocefe, which were all to be ex-
ecuted with this flone ; accordingly the ftone was all prepar-
ed hpre, and afterwards carried over to Ireland, and the work

VoL, XV, 4 B executed
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executed much to his Lordthip’s fatisfaction, though at geeat
expence  The higheft mountain in this parith, or perhaps
in the South of Scotland, viz. Cairnfmoor, is one entire mafs
of granite, the altitude of which has never been afcertained,
but which may probably be between 3000 and 4000 feet a-
bove the level of the river Cree. This mountain is zlfo fa.
mous as a receptacle for foxes, which often fpread death and
deftruttion far and wideamong the furrounding flocks. There
arc alfo appearances of lead mines in feveral places of the pa.
rifh, but which have not yet been attempted with {uccefs.

A Defeription of Creetowwn and Wigton Bay.—~-Creetown,
(formerly called Ferry Town of Cree, from the ferry or paf
fage boat conftantly kept at that place) has advanced rapidly
within thele 30 yecars, as thown in the table of population,
and was lately erecled into a burgh of barony, by the intercft
of the proprietor John M*‘Culloch, Efq; of Barholm, is beau-
tifully fituated on Wigton Bay, and in the vicinity of a plen-
tiful country ; of late there has been introduced fome branch-
es of cotton {pinning, by which about thirty people are daily
employed; there is alfo a pretty extenfive tann work, and alfo
a mill for making thot lead ;5 but the greateft part of the men
follow a fea-faring life, {everal of whom, both in the prefent
and former wars, have ferved in the navy. There are a con-
# lerable number of veflcls belonging to this port, of from 20
to 60 tons burthen, feveral of which is employed in carrying
fhells, and others in the coafting trade ; indeed, its advantages
as a fea port may one day be the means of making it an opulent
place. The inhabitants in general,: though charitable and
humane, yet are too much addifted to the vices with which
fuch places ftand chargeable.

Wigton Bay, as I mentioned before, is formed by the river

 Cree falling into St George’s Chanael, and is navigable for
about
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about 1§ miles. It is about 3 miles broad, for about 6 miles
from its entrance, and then gradually diminifhes as it extends
into the country, and divides the thire of Wigton from the
Stewarty of Kirkcudbright. There is good anchorage in
feveral places of the Bay, but in particular a little below Cree-
toun {the only town in the parifth) to which a fhip of, goo
tons may come and ride in fafety : it hus a kind of foft biue
clay bottom, and makes a very fafe harbour. 'The fitheries,
though not very confiderable, are yet worth mentioning ; in
the Spring and Summer months, there are a good many {al-
mon taken, and in the Harveft and Winter, there gre a cone
fiderable quantity of whiting, cod, and flownders got, by
means ef what the people call coops, or large creels, fo plac-
ed in the water that the filh run into them as the tide ebbs,
and are taken out at low water; fo that with thefe, and a few
fhell fith, which is alfo got in the Bay, this part of the coun-
try is generally well fupplied. There is alfo a confiderable
quantity of fea weed got upon the fhore, (which is for the
moft part {lat and fandy) which by fome is made into kelp,
and by others ufed for manure. Much more might have been
faid of the advantages of this as a maritime place, had an
abler pen been employed to defciibe them.

NUMBER
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