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NUMBER V.,

PARISH or URQUH&RT,.

CounTY AxD PRESDYTERY oF ELGIx, StrnoD or Morav.)

By the Rev. Mr WivrLrLiam Gorpon, Minifler.

Name, Fxtent, and Situation, t'c,

TI-IE etymology of the name cannot be afcertained with
prectlion. If it be of Gaelic extradtion, fome information
may be received from thofe quarters where that language is
underftood. There are other two parifhes of the fame name,
the one a few miles from Invernefs, and in that county ; the
other in Rofs-fhire. This parith extends about 4 miles from E.
to W, and 3 from N. to 5 ; and lies at an equal diftance from
Elgin on the W. and the river Spey on the E; the poft road
palling along it on the §.

Surface, Sea Coaff, Fuel, &9°c.—~That part of the parith
which lies to the N. W. is flat and low, rifing a few feet on-

ly above the level of the fea, and has probably, at fome for-
mear
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G4 Statyftical Account

mer period been covered by water, as there are evident
marks of the fea having receded from the coaft: The refl
s 2 good deal more elevated, and of an unequal waving fur-
face. The f{ea coaft, which is about 4 miles in extent, is
Iow and fandy; it contains no creek nor landing place of
any kind. OQur grain, which is our only article of exporta-
tion, is fhipped from Speymouth or Lofsiemouth ; and our
great article of importation, which is coals, is imported at
the fame harbours; the former of which is at the diftance of
4 miles, and the other of 6. It is proper here to mention,
that this, as well as feveral other neighbouring parithes, was
formerly ill fupplied with fuel ; but now, that article 15 ren-
dercd much lefs expenlive, by taking off the high duty on
coals, that was laid on with little attention to political e-
conoemy, and which has lately been abolithed by the ex-
ertions of a great ftatelman ; to whom this country is more
obliged on account of that meafure, and many others, than
to any other native of this part of the united kingdom.

Climate, &'c.—The air i3 dry and falubrious, and the peo-
ple in general healthy ; there are, however, few inftances of
remarkable longevity to be met with. The climate here, like
that of all that narrow tract of land, which lies along the fouth
fide of the Moray Firth, is mild and temperate to an extra-
ordinary degree: Its fuperiority, in that refpe&t, over the
high country, is moft remarkable in the {pring months. Of-
ten in that {eafon, while all the operations of husbhandry are
going forward in the low parts of Moray, there are many
places in the high country, diftant only a few miles, where
thefe operations mcet with a total intcrruptiun, from the in-

tenfenets
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of Urqubart. 95

tenfunels of the frofts, and from deep falls of fnow.* Our
winters likewile, in general, are {o open, that feveral plants
commonly ranked amonglt the hot-hou{e divifion, ftand
throughout that feafon in the gardens of Innes, expofed 1o

the open air, and lofe little of their verdure,

Soil and Cultivation, & c.—~—The foil is various, and, thoughin
general light and fandy, s of a kindly and fertjle nature, ex-
ceedingly well adapted for raifing turnips, potatoeg, barley, and
ail kinds of artificial grafles. ‘And a confiderable part of it
would be extremely fit for wheat, if there were any opportuni-
ty of procuring fufhicient quantities of manure. Notwithftand-
ing the mildnefs of the climate, and the kindlinefs of the foil,
apriculture has made but flow advances. Some patches of
turnips are 1indeed to be feen, and 2 few acres are fown with
grafs {eeds ; but the fields in general are rather in a ftate of
vad cultivation. This feems to be occafioned, in 2 great
meafure, by the expence and difficulty of conftrulting {uf-
ficient inclofures ; there being no ftone quarries in the pa-
tith, nor any ftones in the fields fit for this purpofe; and
thorn hedges are fo long of coming to perfedtion, and fo dif-
ficult to be fenced when they are young, that no tenant, on
a leafe of ordinary endurance, can attempt them with any

proipect

* 1t may likewile be obferved, 35 a farther pr{m{ of the excelleney of this
chimate, that in the end of the laft, and beginning of the prelent century,
whilz there was fo great a dcfr-:icncy in the crop+, in mapy parts of Scot.
land, as bordercd on a iamine, owing to the cold and wet feafons § in Moray,
at that period, the land was lo produdtive, as not only to fu}p}y ita own in-
habitants, but alfo to fpare copfiderable quantties of grain for the fubffi-
ence of their neighboura. And it is a fadt well afcertained, that in thofe years
of fearcity and dearth, people came from the fhire of Angus, to purchafe
vat meal in this country, for which they paid at the rate of jo3 por boll.
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90 Statiftical Account

profpect of fuccefs. The farms alfo are of too fmall extent
for carrying on any fubftantial improvements in agriculture.
lhere arc a few that may contain from 6o to 100 acres;
but the common run is from 20 to 3Cs

Farm Rents and Ploughs, {5c—The rent of land varies
according to the nature of the {vil; there are fome fields lei
for 20s. per acre, while others are below 10s. 3 the average
rent may be from 10s. to 1§s.  The ploughs, of which there
are above 100, fome of Englifh, fome of Scotch conltruttion,
are drawn chielly by a pair of horfes. In this branch of
farming, an improvement has been introduced about 20 years
ago, which now begins to be pretty generally adopted 3 that
18, plowing with two oxen, harnefled in the func manner as
horfes. 'Fhis method 15 warmly recommended, and the ad-
vantages of it fully explained by the late Lord Kaimes, in his
book called The Gentleman Farmer,

Produce, Expirts, (5%, The produce of this parifh, con-
filts principally of barley and ocats ; befides fupplying the in.
habitants, it exports annual v a confiderable quantity of grain 3
which mull incr=alc yearly, partly by the incrcafing improves
ments of agriculture, but chicfly by the ufe of potatocs, which
are now almoft univerfally cultivated, and during a great put
of the year, are, in a manner, the principal fubfiftence of a
confiderable number of the inhabitants. This food, whith
at fAirflt was not in general ufe, becomes mote and more fo e-
very day, from the various modes that have been difcovered
of drefling it, by different {eafonings, at little or no expence.
They make an excellent difh with milk, but above all with
onions, which are raifed in abundance in this county, and
fold at fuch a moderate price, as to comz within the reach

of the pooreft inhabitant.
Stars
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State of Property, Plantations, {g'c.—~Four fifths of this
parifth are the property of the Earl of Fire *, whefe plantas
tions are executed with uncommon talte and judgement,
and add much to the beauty and ernament of the country.
In fome places, he has planted moors and hills of great ex-
tent, but what makes the moft beautiful appearance, is a nume-
ber of little rifing grounds, all of which he has covered with
fingular good tafte, and {o as to make their appearance with
relation to each other extremely beautiful. In all thefe plan-
tations, the Scotch fir at prefent predominates ; but his Lord-
fhip every year caufes a great many of thefle to be cat down,
and the voids to be filled up with beech, cak and other de-
ciduous trees §.  Belides thefe plantations, Lord Fire has
planted hedges, and hedge rows in particular places along
the high ways, that fhew much fancy, and will afford con-
fiderable utility and warmth ; the hedge rows, before they
were planted, were pollards of a confiderable fize, and are
thriving exceedingly well. A {mall plantation, at the place
where the road te the houfe of Innes leaves the high road,
two miles caft of Elgin, from the beauty of its lines, muit
ftrike every traveller, and the hedge rows are continued a
confiderable length along the high road. In mentioning the
high road, it is but juftice to Lord FIFE to let it be known,

VoL. XV, N that

* About 26 years ago, his Lordthip purchaled the eltate of Innes; and
being at that time proprietor of confiderable eftates in the adjocent parithes ;
the eftate of Innes, and the lands of Urquhart, lately acquired by an exchanga
with the family of Gordoes, he became poffefled of (o large a tradt of proper-
ry all contiguous, and comprehending a greac variety of ground, that he has
been enabled to execute plantations of very large extent. '

§ Previous to the year 1779, at which peried about one half of thefe
Plantations were formed, there were alwags planted in each acre 3000 Scatch
fre: Simee that time the propertion bas ealy besn 1380 1o eash asre,
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98 Statiftical Account

that fince he became proprietor of Innes, all the highways
within the parith have been properly attended to, judicioufly
dire€ted, and, by a regular application of the ftatute labour,
kept in a ftate of good repair +. The only other heritor is
Mr [xnEes of Leuchars §, who has about one fifth of the
real rent of the parith. He is at uncommon pains to raife
and fence hedges; he has planted ftripes and belts about the
ground round his houfe to a very confiderable extent, befides
feveral clumps imilar to thofe executed by Lord Fire. Thefec
clumps, like his Lordthip’s, at prefent confift chiefly of Scotch
firs ; but the plantations around his farm, and about his houfe,
are all deciduous trecs of the beft kinds ; oak, afh, and witch
elm, with a proper mixture of larix, which are all uncom-
monly well preferved, befides being kept under the hoe for
feveral years after they are planted. The water of Lofly runs
through the property of tlus gentleman; that river {wells
fometimes to a great height, and frequently flooded the low
ground on each fide; but of late, with great induftry and
merit, embankments have been conltruéted, that will contain
the river, and in a great meafure prevent future inundations :
By this circumftance the value of his lands is confliderably

raifed,
- Lﬁli‘l‘f.!',.

1t The houfe of Innes, one of Lord Fife's numerous feats, had been many
years ago partly dellroyed by accidental fire.  Since his Lordihip became its
polcflor, it has been repaired at a very confiderable expence, and fitted up
in the moflt fathionable ftile; a large addition has been made to the gardens,
and the grounds about the houfe have been laid out in the beft tafte; the
whole makes now one of the mulk plealant and elegant places of relidence in
Lhe MNarth,

} Before Mr Inwes [ucceeded to this eftate, it had been in the poffeffinn
pl a gentleman who paid very little attention to improvements of any kind.
Bince the prefent gentleman became preprietor, it has undergone a very
great glteration to the better,
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Lakes, Fifh, Water Fonolr, £ - —There is one lake in this
parith called the Leoch of Corer. Pike is the only fith it cons
tains : In winter it is frequented by a confiderable number
of fwans, und, in the fpring and avtumn, by flocks of geefe,
ducks, and other water fowls. At the upper part of the
parith, there is another lake called Lochnabeaun, partly in this
patifly, and pgrtly in Lhanbryd. Lochnabeau is in the middle
of what was formerly an extenfive bare moor; about 20 years
ago Lord Fire planted the moor, and particularly carried his
plantations round the verpe of the lake. Thefe plantations
are now far advanced, ard by their vicinity to the water,
which is uncommonly limpid and clear, form a moft beauti-

ful and delightful feene.

Stags.-—This improvement, however, has been attended
with one inconvenience. In fome fevers winters, feveral
years ago, a few {tags and hinds came down to the low coun-
try from the Duke of Gordon’s forefts of Clenfiddich and
Glenavon ; of late years they have taken up their refidence in
the neighbourhood of Lochnabeau, and the plantations a-
round it, and are become fo fond of their new habitation,
that they Lave never returned to their native forefls ; on the
contrary, they increafe cvery year, by breeding, and by the
addition of frefh emigrants. Thefe animals make a very
fine appearance, and siford much pleafure and amufement
to the fportfman ; it is therefore to be regretted that they are
{fo hurtful to plantations and agriculture. Throughout the
fummer, they pafture in the night time on the corns ; in the
winter on turnips ; and in the {pring, as the winter crops of
rye and wheat are then fartheft advanced, they are particular-
ly deftrutive to them ; but the ftems of potatoes feem to be
their favourite food, as they are known to pafs through fields

of corn in order to broufe on them. Upon the whole, it were
N2 much
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108 Statiflical Account

much to be withed, that they were either driven back to their
antient habitation, or utterly exterminated. TI'he lalt mea.
{ure has been fuccefsfully foliowed by a4 worthy nobleman in
the weftern part of this county, celebrated for his extenfive
and flourithing plantations, who kept hounds for 1the {fole
purpofe of extirpating thole deftruflive animals. [ neced
hardly fay that the nobleman 1 mean is the Earl of Moravy.
If thefe plantations have attralled the deer to this corner, it
has been remarked that they have not been favourable to
the increafe of hares and patridges : this may be owing to
the proteftion which they afford to beafts and birds of prey.
Were gentleman to give fmall premiums for the deftruétion
of thefe vermin, it would prove more effcCtual in preferving
the game and increafing its numbers, than all the game laws
that ever were, of ever will be enadted,

Church, Sckool, and Po:r.—The prefent incumbent, who is

a bachelor, had his prefentation from the Duke of Gordon
but the patronage of the churgh has {ince been conveyed
ta the Earl of Fife, at the time that the exchange of lands
took place between his Lordfhip and the family of Go-don.
The ftipend, by a decree obtained February 1793, is 8 chal-
ders vitual and gol. Sterling, including 5l. for communion
elements. The glebe confifts of 5§ Scotch acres. Some
years age, the minifter entered into a contraét with the heri-
tors, far keeping the manfe and oflices in repair during his
incumbency, for which he receives an annuity of 131, Ster-
ling, befides 30l. paid per advance. The church was com-
pletely repaired about 18 years ago.—A pew fchool-houfe
was then built j the fchool-mafter’s falary is 12 bolls of oat
meal, and 6 bolls of barley.—The average number of poor in
this parifh is about 20. The funds for their fupport arife
from the weekly colleftions at church, which amount to sol.
yearly
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yearly, together with fome mortifications that produce 2l.
115. 4d. of annual intereit.

Population—~The number of inhabitants has decreafed
within thefe 4o years, as appgars from the following {tate.
ment :

STATIsTIcAL TABLE OF THR PARISH oF URQUHART.

No, of fouls in 1753, a8 returned 1o Dr Wehiter, - 1118
Dutto, in 1793, males sob, females 544. - - 1058
Pecreale LT3
Apnual average of baptiiims, - - 30
CoxpiTions, Prorssuzons, e, Dificoters + from the Eftablifhed
Proprictors, - 3 Church, - - a8
Minifter, - - Live Stocx, Rents, &,
School-mafter, - 1 Horfes, = - 310
Gardeners, - - 6 Black Cattle, - guo
$miths, - - 3 Sheep, § - I5Te
Tailors, - . & Valued rene in Scotch mo.
Juincrs, - - 6 ney, - L.ss67 115 : 6
Maions, - - 6 Real ditto in Sterling,
Weavers, " - 6 about 13002 o @
Shoemakers, - - 32 No. of acres, planted by the Earl
Millers, - - 5 of Fue, - 2478
Ale awd fpiric dealers, - 8 mweu Deciducus trees, 210,835

Manner of Living—Though the progrefs of agriculture
has not been fo rapid as might be withed, the increafing com-
furt of the people is very obfervable. 'Within thele 20 years,

a great

t Thefe confift chiefly of Seceders, of the Antiburgher perfvafion.

§ Sioce the moors were planted, the number of the fheep has conlider.
ably decreafed, there having heen formerly in the parifh more than double
the above number. The farmers are every day becoming more reconciled to
the want of thefe animals, which cannot be kept with any advantage in am
improving country, without fufBcicnt inclofures,
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102 Statiftical ‘Account

a great differédnce to the .better may be remarked in their
clothing, their cleanlinels, and every other circumftance that
tends to make life more agreeable.  Their habitations have
hkewife been very much improved s within lefs than the pe-
stod above mentioned, thete have beeri upwards of go neat
farm houles built in this parifh, either by the landlord or the

tenant.

Charullor.~~Though the number of ale-houfes, mentioned
in the table, may, at firlt appcarance, feem to bear hard upon
the fobriety of the people, it is to be remarked, that only two
of thefe houfes retail any confiderable quantity of ale or whil-
ky. 'l'he people in general are very fober, and ditigent in their
feveral occupations 3 their efforts of induftry being as well
direCted as their fituation and circumftances will penmit.

Lntiguitics.—The fite of the old priory 4 has lately been
converted into an arable field ; and the name of Abbey-wwell,
which the country people ftill give to the fountain that fup-
plied the Monks with water, is the only memorial of it that

NOW remams,

Propofed

% In the 11th century, the whole of this parifh was King"s property As
#erly as the year 1125, a priory, dependent on the Abbey of Dunfermliine,
was eredicd at Lqohart. [t was very hibetally endowed ; all the lands now
railed the Lordihip of Urquhart, the lands of Fochabers, as well as feveral o-
thers if this county, together with a part of the filhwng on Spey, appertained
m ir. It appezrs that about the year 1345, this cell, as wcll as that of Pluf-
cardene foll into duforder ; and the Roman Pontuiff haviog comnuffioned the
kifliops of Scotland, te coguire inte thole irregularitics, it was foon after fepa-
rated from Dooforniline, and conjuined to Plufcardene, with whach it continu.
ed umited till the Reformation. At and before that period, the priors began
to feu cut the lands, relirving only in their own poflcfion the manor places
and mulls; the revenue which by that method they drew from thence, if we

tahe into the account the teinds, multures, and fervices, would even at ths
dar
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Prepofed Bridge.—Thig account qught not to be ponglyd-
ed, without mentioning the fatisfadtion entertained m this pa-
rifh, and the relt of the country, at the late prolpedt there
was of a Bripgo acrofs the Spey. At prefent the ferry §s
extremely tronblefome, attended with fome dahgﬁr, angd ne-
cefiarily very expenfive to travellers. If there were a bridge
thrown acrols that river, the commerce and intercourfe of the
country would bz very much increafed ; travelling would be
rendered much more eafy and comfortable 3 and, above all,
it would be fGogularly ufeful for the march of the King's
troops ;3 this, in the winter, being the only road by which
they can pafs either South or North. For thefe reafons it is
univerfally hoped, that meafures for a bridge acrofs the Spev,
which have been begun, and generoully promoted, by a moft
lluftrious family 1 in the neighbourhkood, will be taken up
by government, and aided by the fubfcription of every per-

fon

day he nearly adequate to a moderate rent.  The priory was fituated 2 lirtle
to the calt of the prefent church, in the mudft of a morafs, and probably went
10 ruin foon after its union with Plufiardene. In the year 164, the greater
part of the materiala were carricd off’ to build a granary near the [hore at
Garmouth ; the remainder, foon after that period, was employed in repasing
the manfe, and incloling the church-yard,

In the year 116, the A aviens, or inhabitants of Moray, (for what
caule it not noew known) took up arme; they were met in the moors
of Urquhart by the King's army, which was fent to quell the inlurreétoon,
and, ar we learn from fome of our hiltorians, wers, after an obiltinate re-
filtance, defeated there with great Daughter.  As the inhabitants of Moray
were at that period, accordirg to Buchannan, of a reftlcls and vurbulent dil-
pelition, all the famulics engaged in thas rebelbon were difperfed through
the different provinces of Scotland, 1t is fard that tho'e who were then re.
movedinta the Morthern Counties, recerved the name of SuTrHentanp, whick
their defcendents fuil retain, and that thofz who were fent to the Souzh,
aflumed the firnamec of Mursa v, nhith thc:.- Likew:ile have tranimitted to

their poiles ity.

$ The fumly of Gorvon.
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fon who wifhes well to his country. A great part of
the faid road, from that to Eigin, will, in a fhort time, be
bounded with wood on each fide. The large plantations
of his Grace the Duke of Gordon begin where Lord Fife’s
end, and are likely to be continued Eaft-ward to the river
fide.

NUMBER
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