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NUMBER V.

PARISH OF KILLEARN,

(County oF STIRLING, S¥NoD oF (GLASGOW AND
AYR, PRESBYVERY oF DuMBARTON.)

By the Rev. Mr Davip Ure, M. A. Minifter, Glajgow.

Sttuation and Extent.

THE parifh of Killearn forms the weftern extremity of
the Strath of Blane. This beautiful valley exhibits
a landfcape, replete with a great variety of flriking objeéts.
It is fkirted by two ridges of hills, fome of which are of
confiderable height. The fore ground is enriched by the
water of Blane, ineandring through fertile paftures and well
cultivated fields ; whillt the diverfified profpedt, extending
over the parifthes of Killearn, Drymen, Kilmaronock,
Buchanan, £9¢. comprehends Lochlomond, Benlomond,
Benliddie, the Grampian Hills, &, ¢Fc. and at length
15 loft among the far diftant mountains of Argyle
and Perththire, mingling their azure-coloured f{ummits
with the clouds. Vaft mafles of bafaltic pillars, exhibiting

extenfive colonnades, arranged in almoll every poflible di-
I'l:'&iﬂni-
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reftion, come into view on the one hand, and a limpid
ftream, forming a delightful cafcade, on the other. Heren
verdant wood, in variegated windings, fkirts the fides of
the hills ; and there a deep glen, I}ullﬂwed out by the work
of many ages, lays open to view not a {mall part of the
bowels of the earth. In one point of light may be feen the
rains of an ancient caftle ®*, once the well fortified habita-
tion of a rich and powerful family ; and in another, a nu-
merous flock, fcattered hike fnowy {pecks on the verdant
declivities of the mountains, Few places in Scotland af-
ford a greater diverfity of the grand and pifture{que {cenes
of nature, grouped together in fuch pleafing varieties.
This parifh is bounded by the parifhes of Strathblane and
Campfie, on the 5. E.; by New and Old Kilpatricks, on
the 5. and 5. W.; Drymen and Dumbarton, on the W.;
Balfrone, on the N.; and Fintrie, on the E. It is by com-
putation about 12 miles in length, from N. E. to 5. W.
and 24, at an average, in breadth.

Population.—It is inhabited by 206 families, 56 of whom
live in the village of Killearn, which contains 22 3 perfons.
The xgo families refiding in the country, reckoning five
individuals to each, will include 750 inhabitanrs, making
in whole 973 fouls. The population in the year 1755 was
959. Soon after this time it greatly decreafed, owing
chiefly to the demolition of cottages, to each of which was
commonly annexed a paffie of two or three acres of land.
Lately, however, from the rapid advance of trade, the popu-
lation has been greatly on the increafe. By the following
table of births, as they ftand inrolled in the parochial re-
cords, it will appear that the prefent population is not {o

great as at & century ago.
TaBLE

* Duntraath, the property of Sir Archibald Edmonaflone of Duantreath,
Baronat,
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TARLE oF BirTHS.

Dates, Births. Dates. Births,
1695, - 37 1740, - 30
1696, - 32 1760, . L 3
1697, - 232 1780, - 16
1698, - 4% 1790, - G
1900, - 35 1791, - 26
1720, - 3o 1792, - 29

Gentlemens Seats, £9¢c.~—About a mile and a half fouth of
the village is the Place of Kiliearn, anciently the feat of a
cadet of the Montrofe family, but lately of Robert Scotz of
Killrarn, Efy; and now the property of the Right Hon.
Yames Montgomery, Lord Chicf Baron for Scotland. The
prefent edifice, which is far from being large, was built in
the year 1688. Numerous plantations, regularly difpofed
in form of clumps, belts, and wildernefles, beautify and
fhelter an extenfive tratt of plealure ground round the houfe,

Crop, fituated about a mile from Killearn place, received
the greateft part of its prefent improvements, about 30
years ago, from its then proprietor, Robert Muirbead, Efg;
merghant, Glafrow. About 5o acres around the manfion-
houfe are lard out in planting, difpofed in the moft advanta-
geous manner for fhelter and ornament. Ameongit the na-
tural beauties of Croy may be mentioned Dualt glen. The
fides of this delightful recefs are very fteep, and, for a long
courfe, exhibit a great variety of trees and fhrubs, grouped
together in almoft every conceivable form, whilit the under
herbage difplays not a few rare indigenous plants in great
perfeftion. Koot paths, cut oot alongft the windings of the
banks, command, in various points of light, many beauti-
fully diverfified profpefts. The head of the glen is ter-

minated by 2 freeftone rock, nearly perpendicular, about
6o
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6o feet in height, over which the rivulet of Duak, falling
precipitately into a deep Linn, forms a delightful calcade,
which adds not a little to the grandeur and folemnity of
the fcene. About half a mile from Dualt glen, and in the
eftate of Croy, 1s 4/bdow, which exhibits a {cenery in many
refpeéls peculiarly firiking. It confifis of a high rock, over
which the water of Carnock precipitately falls, and, by the
work of many ages, has cut cut for itlelf a deep and wind-
ing paflage. The projefting rocks, on both fides the water,
are wild beyond defcription. Nearly meeting at the top,
in fome places, they widen below into beautiful curva-
tures, naturally hollowed ont in warious direftions. The
romantic appearance of the rocks is fet off to advantage by
trees and fhrubs hanging, in great profufion, over the clefts,
The rivulet dalbing over the precipice, and rumbling
through the deep-worn channel; rhe united harmony of a
great variety of the feathered tribe; and the dark f[hade,
which perpetually refts upon a great part of this pifturefque
fcenery, conipire to fill the mind of the beholder with the
moft pleafing ideas of the grand, the delightful, and the
folemn. The eftate of Croy, now the property of William
Richardfon of Croy, Efy; Profeffor of Humanity in the Uni-

verfity of Glafaw, is receiving daily improvements.
Ballikinrain, the property and {ummer refidence of Row
bert Dunmore of Ballindalock, Efq; occupies one of the moft
pleafant fituarjons in this part of the country. The man-
fion-houfe, which is of 2 modern conftrudtion, is by far the
moft elegant and commodious dwelling-boufe in the parifh,
The eftate, before it came by marriage into Mr Dunmore’s
pofleffion, belonged for feveral centuries to the Napiers of
Ballikinrain. The laft proprietor, John Napier of Balli-
kinrain, Eig; was the ﬁxrrml"& of the name and family of
Napier, who, in fucceffion, poffeffed the eftate. It is now
enriched with many agricultural improvements, efpecially
inclofures
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inclofures and planting, which are highly ornamental as
well as profirable.

On the eftate of Balglafs, likewife the property of Mr
Dunmore, and adjoining to Ballikinrain, is a large dwelling-
houfe or caftle, of an antiguated conftruftion. It is re--
ported that this place was anciently well fortified, and that
Sir William Wallace of Elerflie, the brave defender of his
country, once found it a fafe retreat in time of danger.
This place 15 rendered confpicuous by the Corries or Curries
of Balglafs. ‘They are {femicircular excavations, naturally
hollowed out in the weflern extremity of that ridge of hills,
commonly known by the aame of Campfie and Strath-
blane Fells. Some of the Corries are very fpacious, being
more than a mile diameter, In feveral places they beau-
tifully exhibit the various mineral flrata, of which the
mountains are compoled.

At no great diftance from Ballikinrain are Balyuban
(vulgarly Boban) and Cardeth ; the former, belonging to
Tbomas Buchanan of Balguban, Efy; and the latter to Fobn
Buchanan of Carbeth, Efz. Arovund the manfion-houfes
on both eftates are plantations and inclofures to a confider-

able extent.

NNo {pot in the parifli, or perhaps in Scotland, has a bet-
ter claim to the attention of the public, than the indifput-
able birth-place of GEorce BucHawan, the celebrated
poet and hiftorian. That great man, whofe name is de-
fervedly famous through Europe, was born at a place
called the Mo/, a [mall farm-houfe on the bank of the
water of Blane, and about two miles from the village of
Killearn. The farm was the property of George Bucha-
nan’s father, and was for a long time poflefled by the name
of Buchanan. It is now the property of Mr William Fin

Jay of Mofs, and holds of the family of Drummikill, from
which
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which George’s anceftors defcended. The place is called
the Mofi, becaufe it is fituated in the vicinity of a peat-
mofs, which is part of the farm. The dwelling-houfe, con-
fidered as a building, is very far from being confpicuous;
although it is no worfe, and probably never was worfe than
the ordinary farm-houfes in this part of the country. Its
appearance of meannefs artfes from its being very low, and
covered with flraw thatch., Part of it, however, has been
rebuilt, fince the year 1506, when George was born. Mr
Finlay is highly to be commended for preferving, as much
as poflible, the ancient eonfiruftion and appearance of this
far famed and much honoured houfe. The meoft fuperb
edifice would fink into oblivien, when compared with the
humble birth-place of Geerge Buchanan, Long may the
Moafs of Killearn afford mankind a firiking proof that the
GeNius of learning does not always prefer the lofty abodes
of the great and powerful. It muft, however, be remarked,
that the parents of Buchanan, although not very opulent,
yet were not in abje@ or indigent circumftances. “The
farm, which confifts of a plough of land, was able, by the
aid of induftry and c:conomy, tokeep them ealy. A place
in the neighbourhood is, to this day, called Heriot’s Shiels,
fo denominated from Buchanan’s mother, whofe name was
Agnes Heriot, and who firft ufed that place for the fhield-
ing of theep. It is reported, that he received the firlt ru.
diments of his education at the public ichool of Killearn,
which was for a long time in great repute, and much fre-
quented. He afterwards, by the liberal afliftance of his
uncle George Heriot, after whom he was named, went to
Dumbarton, Paris, t9¢. £F¢. to complete his fludies. A
confiderable number of old trees yet remain adjaceat to
the houfe; and are reported to have been planted by
George when a boy. A mountain a/b, famous for its age

Vor. XVI, o g
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and fize, was blown down a few years ago; but care is
taken to preferve two thriving thoots that have rifen from

the old ftool.

The gentlemen of this parith and neighbourhood, led
by a laudable ambition to contribute a teflimony of refpe(t
to their learned countryman, lately ereied, by voluntary
fubfcription, a beautiful Monument to his memory. By
fuch public marks of approbation beftowed upon good and
great men, the living may reap advantage from the dead.
Emulation is thereby excited, and the allive powers of the
mind ftimulated by an ardour to excel in whatever is
praifeworthy, Buchanan’s monument is fituated in the
village of Killearn, and commmands an extenfive proipeét.
It is a well-proportioned Obelifk, 19 feet fquare at the bafis,
and reaching to the height of 103 feet above the ground,
In the middle is a cavity of G feet fquare at the bottom,
gradually diminifhing until it reaches the height of 54 feet,
where it becomes fo narrow as to receive the end of a
INorway pole, which is continued to the top of the obelifk.
To this pole, the machinery for raifing up the materials
for building, was fixed. Owing to this peculiar mode of
conftrufion, the monument is believed to be much firong-
er than if it were folid. The foundation was laid, in the
month of June 1988, by the Reverend James Graham,
minifter of the parifh. In the foundation.flone was de-
pofited a cryflal bottle hermetically fealed, containing a fil-
ver medal, on which was engraved the following infcrip~
tion : '

|
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In Memoriam,
Georgii Buchanani,

Poetee et Hiftorici celeberrimi:

Accolis hujus loci, ultra conferentibus,

hec Columna pofita eft, 1788,

Jacobus Craig, archite&. Edinburgen.

This beautiful firufture is built of a white milltone-
grit found a little above the village of Killearn, and in the
eltate of the Lord Chief Baron. The quairy from which
it was taken has been wrought for a long time palt, and is
very extenfive : It was known by the name of the Lettre-
bill Quarry, from the name of the ground; afterwards it
was called the Mill-ftone Quarry, becaufe mill-flones were
frequently taken from 1t; then the Houfe of Montrofe
Quarry, becaule 1t afforded flones for the Duke of Mon-
trofe’s houle at Buchanan ; now it is called the Monument
Quarry. The flone is not of a very courfe grit, but is ex-
tremely hard and durable.

Garenefs.—The Pot of Gartnefs, in the water of Enrick,
has, for its beauty and fingularity, always attratted the at-
tention of ftrangers, It is a deep linn, fhaped like a gal-
dron or pot, whence the origin of the name. 1t is occa-
fioned by the fall of the water over a rock that lies acrofs
the river; the fall is not perpendicalar, but is interrupted
by three or four breaks. This romantic and well known
fpot affords no lirtle entertainment to the angler; as the
falmon and trout from Lochlomond, being frequently un-
able to force their way over the rock, which requires two

or three great leaps quickly made, are detained in the linn,
and
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and taken fometimes in great numbers.At this place,
but on the Drymen fide of the water®, is Gartnefs mill,
which has long maintained a high reputation for grain and
lint. The remarkable fervices done the public by this
mill during the great froft in the year 1740, were fo {ea-
fonable, that they will not for a long time be forgotten.
It fortunately happened, that in 1739 the mill received 2
new wheel of a very good conftruftion. It was made of
black faugh (willow) that grew at Touch, a few miles
from Stirling. This kind of wood, of all others, was then
preferred for making mill-wheels ; its excellency was fup-
pofed to confit in toughnefs and durability. Owing to
the ftrength and other properties of the wheel, Gartnefs-
mill was, by the aid of a conftant fire, kept a-going during
the feverity of the froft, when all other miils, for a great
way round, were entirely flopped. Corn at that time was
brought to Gartnefs from great diffances, and thereby ma-
ny families were kept from ftarving.— Adjoining the mil
are the remains of 2n old heufe in which Joun Narier
of Merchifton, inventor of the logarithms, refided 2 great
part of his time (for fome years) when he was making his
calculations. It is reported, that the noife of the cafcade
being conftant, never gave him uneafinefs, but that the
clack of the mill, which was only occafional, greatly di-
flurbed his thoughts. He was, therefore, when in decp
fludy, fometimes under the neceflity of defiring the miller
to ftop the mill, that the train of his ideas might not be in-
terrupted. He ufed frequently, in the evening, to walk
out in his night-gown and cap. This, with fome things
which to the vulgar appeared rather odd, fixed on him the
charaler of a wardock. It was firmly believed, and cur-

rently reported that he was in compact with the devil ; and
that

# The Enrick at this place divides Killearn from Drymen panii.
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that the time he fpent in fludy was {pent in learning the
black art, and holding converfation with O/d Nick. But
John Napier was not the only great man who, in days of
ignorance, was fuppofed to be a wizard; nor were the vul-
gar in this neighbourhood the only people who believed
in witcheraft.

Buadrupeds, Birds, &Wc.—This parifh is not remarkable
for any of the more uncommon productions of nature. The
fox, badger and foumart, are no ftrangers to fome of the
glens and rocks. Adfbhdow is particularly noted for the
haunts of owls, hawks, kaws, and wild cats. The currie
of Balglafs has long becn remarked for am eagle that hat-
ches her young in that fequeflered and rocky fpot. KHe-
rons have their periodical haunts in feveral places of the
parith, as at Balglafs and Corbeth, where in tall fir-trees
they annually bring forth their young. The king's-filher
has been obferved at Croy, on the banks of the Blane, a
river much refembling the muddy and flow-flowing wa-
ters chiefly frequented by that beautiful bird.  Jays, mag-
pies and bulfinches abound in the plantations at the hill
of Killearn, and fome of the neighbouring banks.

Fifp.~Few places in Scotland afford better entertain-
ment for the angler than this parifh, there being a great
number of rivulets and brooks abounding with trout, of
which Lochlomond affords in great plenty a perpetual fup-
ply. Salmon, pike, and eels of different kinds, frequeat
the Enrick and Blane; but no fith in greater numbers, at
a certain feafon of the year, than the braife (roach, Eng.)
Vaft fhoals come up from Lochlomond, and by nets ure
caught in thoufands.  Their emigrations from the loch,
however, are aniy for the {pace of three or four days about

the
2
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the end of May. The parr is, through the whole year, an
inhabitant of the Enrick ; but it is in greateflt perfetion
about the beginning of harveft. Some of them more than
a foot 1n length, have been canght at Gartnefbs.

Plants, Trees, & c.~-Great varieties of indigenous plants
ornament the numerous glens, rocks, and muirs. The Ju-
niper grows in fome places to a great fize, and is com.
monly very prolific. The flone bridge over the Blane, at
the Mols, is founded upon a layer of juniper bufhes. It is
believed that this plant, when in a wet fituation below
ground, refifts corruption for a very long time. It was be.-
lieved, during the plague in Scotland, that people who
lived in the immediate neighbourhood of places abounding
with juniper, or who burned it plentifully in their houfes,
were not readily, if at all affefted with the plague. The
Scottith Gaul, ( Mprica Gale, Lsnn. ), a wvaluable vermi-
fuge, abounds in feveral places of the parifh. Were the
qualities of this oderiferous fhrub more generally known,
its cultivation would probably be attended with confider-
able profit. Amongit the plants which are not generally
very common, are the Fefluca owina vivipara ; Echinm
gulgare, Imperatoria Offrutbium, Parnaffia paluflris, Poly-
gonum Penfylvanicurn, Adoxa Mafchatellina, Eryfimum
Barbarea, Chrylofplenium Aiternifolium, Saxifraga byp-
rioides, Matricaria Partbenium, Empetrum nigram, Alflple-
nium Scolopendrium, A. Ruta muraria, Polypodiom Lon-
chitis, P. phegopteris, P. frageile, Lycopodiam cluvatum,
L. Selaginoides, L. Selago, L. Alpinum.

The Sambucus nigra (elder tree, Eng.) is no flranger
in many places of the parilh. Some of the trees are very
well fhaped, and by the natural bending ‘of the branches
caufe an agreeable {hade, or bower, exhibiting an example

of the propriety of the name given to that fpecies of plants
in
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in Scotland, namely, the Bower-tree. A great number of
beauriful oaks ornament the eflate of Balhkinrain., The
largeft, and probably the oldeft in the parifh, grows in full
vigour at Killearn place. The trunk is 12 feet circume
ference, and fupports many ltately braoches that widely
difplay a foliage uncommonly pleafant. No produétion of
the vegetable kingdom in this parifh is, however, MOre ree
markable than two large yew trees at Ballikinrain. One
is the berry bearing kind, the other not. The trank of the
former is 8 feet in circumference, of the latter, 10 feet 8
inches. They are only g feet feparate from each other,
making the appearance, at a diftance, of a fingle tree only;
they are about 6o feet in height. Nine large branches
firike off from the male plant, at the height of 6 feet from
the ground : they make a beautiful curve downwards, fo
that their extremities touch the earth, and cover an area of
18 yards diameter, forming a moft agreeable fhade, impe-
netrable ar all nmes to rain.  As there 1s no account, even
by tradition, when they were planted, their age muft be
great. They are frequented by a confiderable number of
the golden crefled wren, ["Moracila Regulus ), the fmalleft
bird in Europe, and, except the_humming bird, probably
in the world. They build their nefls under the curving
extremities of the branches, where the foliage is thickeft.
Their nefls are conftruéted with exquifite art, and are fuf~
pended under the twigs, like fo many little bafkets from
the ceiling of a room.

This part of the country is far from being deftitute of
exotic plants in a high degree of perfe@ion. This is par-
ticularly the cafe with refpeét to the larix, a great number
of which adorn the banks and inclofures at the houfe of
Killearn. They are about 60 years old, being among the
firlt of the kind that were planted in the open field in Scot-
fand ; th!{}* are generaily 3 feet diameter at the thickeft,

' aond
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and have grown to the tallnefs of nearly xoc feet. For
beauty and fize very few, if any of the kind in Scotland
furpafs them. 1n the vicinity of the larixes are many beau-
tiful fpruce and beech trees, of uncommonly large dimen-
fions. The oriental mapple, the {weet chefnut and tulip
trees have, in this place, arrived to great perfeflion and
beauty.

Minerals, 87c.—~With refpe&t to the mineral kingdom,
few things in this parifh merit particular attention. The
higher parts of the hills confift chiefly of a decompofible
whinftone, containing, in fome places, {mall veins of an ha-
matitical iron wre ; but the quantity yet difcovered is too
fmall to become an object of importance. In {fome places
on the fides of the hills, are found many fucceffive firata of
till and imeftone. Thefe are beautifully difplayed in fe-
veral places where large excavations have been made by
means of water. The limeftone is of two kinds, and is
wrought but in fmall quantities. The preferable kind is
not difpofed in regular compaét flrata, but rather in irre-
gular maffes, imbedded in a reddifb clay blotched with
white. The inferior kind is called camflone, from its being
chiefly found in glens. It is difpofed in thin, but nume-
yous regular ftrata, feparated from each other by a bluifh
till, that, when aéted upon by the weather, falls down into
clay, The camftone, when broken, has a fmooth furface;
it contains a great proportionable quantity of clay in s
compofition ; and after it is fufficiently burnt, and whilfl
red hot in the fire, it muft be {lacked with water poured
upon it, otherwife it will not readily fall down into lime.
The ftsata are {o thin, that they are not thought to be worth
working. Fragments of the fione, which fall down from
the fides of the glens, are occafionally gathered for ufe.
Qome varieties of it, which crumble down by expofure to

the weather, might, without being burnt, ferve for the
purpole
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purpofe of manure. An extenfive flratum of an excellent
millftone grit enriches the eftate of Balglafs, and fupplies
the country to a great diftance with millflones. The quar-
ry began to be regularly wrought about 40 years ago; it
1s now cut down to the depth of 24 feet, and can afford
fltones of any fize, and of 3 different qualities. A very
thick ftratum of foft freeftone, the grit not fine, prevails in
all the lower grounds of the parifl; its depth has not yet
been difcovered. It is of a red colour, but variegated with
blotches, and flreaks of white and grey. It is not of the
beft quality for building, and affords no {ymptoms of any
valuable mineral in the vicinity. Several trials, by boring
and fbankiry, have been made to find coal, but unfuccefs-
fully ; and I do not think thar any where in the parilh
the fymptoms of that ufeful foffil are favourable. Amongit
the ftones in this parifh may be mentioned a jafper, which
abounds in the banks of Enrick, and Lkewife in the pa-
rifhes of Buchanan, Balfrone, and Fintry. The colours are
brown, red and green intermixed, in the form of blotches
and ramifications ; fome nodules refemble the bloodftone,
whilft others contain a confiderable portion of the zoned
agate, which abounds in many places of Scetland. The
jafper takes a fine polifh, and has been cut into feals, but-

tons, &5¢,

Cilimate.~—The climate 1s wet and cold, byt the air 13 not
mialubrious. The inhabitants are not remarkably fubjelt
to any epideinical difeafe, Many of them live to a confi-
derable old age : There are four perfons at prefent between
80 and go years of age. John Buchanan of Provanftoun,

aged 104, died here aano 1792.

Azriculture~The moft of the hilly part of the parifh is
yet in a flate of nature, having never been plowed ; but

Vor. XVIL P the
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the lower grounds are generally arable. The former con-
tains feveral extenfive moors and mofles, which are chiefly
occupied in tfheep-walks; the latter, (mot the half of the
extent of the parifh), is for the moft part inclofed with
ftone-dikes and hedges. The foil is, for the moft part,
of a fiff clay that becomes exceflively hard when dry, and
generally has a wet cold tilly bottom. In fome difiris,
however, are a few fields of a loamy foil, which produce
good crops of oats, barley and peafe. The climate is very
unfavourable for the culture of wheat; but the culavation
of lint, potatoes, ryegrafs and clover, is attended with pro-
fit. There is, however, more cropped with oats than with
all the reft put together. The cultivation of turnip in the
open field is not prattifed, although, from {ome few trials
that were made on that profitable root, there is reafon to
believe that it might be attended with confiderable advan-
tage in feveral thoufand acres in the parifh. KExtremely
few of the lately improved implements of hufbandry have
here been brought into praltice. The common Scotch
plough, wrought with four horfes, is in general nfe. The
farmer, before agriculture can be brought to any tolerable
degree of perfection, muft diret his care to free his land
from under water, which almoft univerfally prevails. But
the praflice of draining, although very much needed, meets
here with fmall attention.

Few places afford better opportunities for irrigation than
this parith. The country is abundantly fupplied with ex-
ccllent water that pours down from the adjacent heights in
fprings and fmall rivulets, which could eafily be direfted
over the numerous declivities. This moede of improvement
w3s a few years ago tiied with fuccefs 1n Mr Dunmore’s
eitate. The land over which the water was made to flow,
produced grafs uncommonly luxuriant, and retained through

the whole year 3 fine verdure.,
Acttention
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Attention is beginning to be paid to the breeding of
milch-cows by croffing the A yrfhire with the native breed,
which approaches nearly to the Highland. T1he native
cows are generally of a black colour, with white faces;
and weigh, when fat, about 16 ftone heavy weight. The
milk of a cow per day in fummer, is commonly about 41
pints Scotch. The milk is moftly made into butter, that
brings at an average gd. per Ib. The tkimmed milk is
made into cheefe that is {old from g4s. to §s. per flone.
Grazing cattle for flaughter is, in many parts of the parifh,
carried to a confiderable extent, and is attended with pro-
fit. The moorland farms are flocked with about 14c0
{core of the black and grey faced (heep. A few Spanifh
fheep were, in the beginning of 1793, brought by Mr Dun-
more to Ballikinrain, and are thriving very well. Horfes
for the draught are of the Lanarkf{hire breed, and are chief-
ly purchafed at Glafgow and Rutherglen markets. Not a
few of the farmers, however, are in the praftice of rr:aring
horfes on their farms. Two-wheeled carts, and waggons
with one horfe, are very generally ufed ; but fledges are
found to be neceflary in the moorland farms.

The arable land is in general divided into farms of about
65 acres each. Thefe are let in leafes chiefly of 19 years du-
ration. The Jands in the eftate of Killearn are, for the en-
couragement of the farmer, generally let in leafes of three
19 years; and the confequences are far from being bad,
for the tenants are, on the whole, doing very well. Care,
however, is very properly taken by the Lord Chief Baron,
to give this encouragement only to perfons of adtive and in-
duftricus habits, and who have a {pirit for agricuitoral im-
provements. Long leafes to an indolent farmer,even although
at certain terms there may be a proportionated rife in the
rent, only encourages his infuperable indolence. He feeks

no more than merely to fcrape together as much as will
barely
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barely pay the rent, and keep his family in life. The
land is worn out to the laft; his domeftics are trained up in
habits of negligence and floth ; a bad example is fet before
the community ;—and Poverty ftares with her meagre
countenance, in the houfe and in the field.

The moorland farins are {everal hundred acres in extent.
The great diiparity of foil and fituation, occafions a fimilar
dilparity of the rent of land. From 1os, to 155. per acre
15 2 common rent for arable land ; burt fome of it is no
higher than 6s. or 7s. Some places, efpecially on the
banks of Blane and Enrick, where the foil is very good,
are ufually rented at L., 105 per acre 3 but in many
parts of the moors an acre is not worth more than 6 d. and
in the mofles not worth 1 d. The increafe of manufa@tures
in the neighbourhood, and the advancement of agricultural
improvements, for which there is great room in the parifh,
will probably raife confiderably the wvalue of land. The
parith is fupplied with feven corn-mills and two lint-milis,
which have abundance of water all times of the year. To
thele mills the molit part of the parith yet continues to be

altricted,

Trade~—Every encouragement is given the farmer by
having a profitable and ready market in Ralfrone, to which
he has an ealy accefs. The late rapid population of that
newly erefted village, has greatly improved the adjacent
conntry. This pleafing alteration arifes wholly from a
variety of manufaltures, recently introduced into the neigh-
bourhood, chiefly by Robert Dunmore of Ballindalloch, E{q.
This public-fpirited gentleman, infpired with the am-
bition of doing good to mankind by employing them in
pleful induflry, began his improvements in the year 1788,
by eftablithing a mauflin manufaétory at Balfrone. This
yplnge; which is in the immediate nejghbourhood of Kil-

learn,
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jearn, and which formerly contained no more than fix or
{feven families, was at that time laid ount according to a re=
gular plan, and now contains no fewer than :.o0 families,
'I'he houfes, many of which are 2 ftories high, are in general
covered with flate. The Ballikinra:in cotton-mill was ereéted
by Mr Dunmore in 1 792. Itis conftruéted for {pinning wool-
len as well as cotton ; the former for the carpet, the latcer for
the muflin manufafture. This work, at prefent carried on
under the management of Mr Robert Macmorran from
Douglafs, employs about 100 perfons, meft of whom refide
in the neighbourhood of the mill. The greateft manufac-
turing work in the parith is Exricd printfield. which was
begua in 1992. The operative part of the bufinefls is car-
ried on by Mr J. ¥, Moriar, a Swifs, under the firm of
Meflts Mooteith, Warren, and Company, Glafgow. The
buildings are conftrufted to contain 16 printing preffes, to
go by water, and 72 tables for block-printing, befides
boiling-houfes, dye-houfes, €5¢. for executing bufinefs on a
very extenfive {cale. Every part of the apparatus is new,
and of the molt approved confiruction, efpecially the wath-
ing wheels, which are not furpaffed by any in Europe. One
of the bleaching.fields, confilting”of a plain of 15 acres, is
fecured from the inundations of ¥nrick by an artificial
bank, the raifing of which coft a confiderable fum of mo-
ney. Bufinefs was begun here in the month of June x793.
But unfortunately an entire flop was almefl put to the
work by the prefent flagnation of trade, which has com-
municated its baneful influence through all this country.
The whole work at prefent (Sept. 1993) employs no
more than 2 5o perfons, the moft of whom refide in Bal.
frone.

Manufalfures, Wages, 'Fo.~~The manufa@ures in the
parifh, befides what are carried on in the places already
mentioned,
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mentioned, are not very confiderable. Their flate may,
in general, be known from the following lift of tradefmen
and artificers :—Black{miths, 4; coopers, 4; dyers, 4;
flax-dreflers, 3; gardeners, 2; holiers, 11 ; mafons, 7;
fhoemakars, 12 ; tailors, § ; weavers, 28; wrights, 14.—
Mafons and wrights receive 1s. 8d. a.day, during fum-
mer, and from 1s. to 15 2d. 1in winter. Tailers work in
their employers houfes, each receiving, befides his vifinals,
rod. for his day’s work. The hofiers are all employed
by manufaturers in Glafgow, and are paid by the piece.
A day labourer has from 8 d. fo 1s: a.day, wath vifuals;
and 1s. 3d. or 1s.4d. without viftuals, A man-fervant
for country work has from L. 3 to L. 5 Sterling, per half-
year, befides bed, boatd and wafhing; a woman-fervant
has about L. 2. All the fhoemakers are engaged in cuflo-
mary work, a common expreflion for home confumpt. In
this alfo all the weavers are at prefent employed. That
fo many looms fhould be engaged in cuftomary work for
fo fmall a namber of pecple, ceafes to be a wonder when
it is confidered that very little cloth of foreign manufatture
is worn in the parith, The inhabitants coatinue the prac-
tice of making cloth for their own wearing. The men are
decently clothed, both for £iré and market, with well.drel-
fed Scots c/oth, commonly of a brown, grey, or blue colour.
In this they think themfelves to be warmer and more com-
fortable than in the beft Englifh fuperfine. The womens
apparel is chiefly a variety of ftuffs of their own manufac-
ture ; as Bengals, a kind of cloth of linen warp, and cotton
weft ; drugzet, compofed of linen war['! and woellen weft;
harns, and other coarfe linens of wvarious kinds, befides
plaiding, both tweeled and plain, for gowns and petticoats.
Their bed-cloaths, as blankets, ticking, ¢, are wholly of
their own making. The linen yarn they {pin from lint

of their own raifing, and the woollen from fleeces the pro-
2 dutt
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du@ of fheep farms in the parith. They praétife the arts
of feouring and bleaching their woollen and linen, which,
for the fafety of both yarn and cloth, they prefer to the
methods ufed in {ome bleachfields. A lye made of brec-
kins { pterir aguilina, Linn.) is of great ufe to them, both
for wathing and bleaching. The method of preparing this
lye is very fimple. The breckins are cut when arrived at
their full growth, and always when dry. As foon as con-
venient afier being cut, they are mixed with dried broom;
both are laid in a heap, and burned. No more broom is
ufed than what 1s neceffary to affilt in thoroughly burning
them. Along with the broom i1s fometimes added the
dried roots of cabbages and green kail. The aihes of the
whole are carefully collefted, and boiled in water until all
the alkali is diffolved ; then the lye is poured off for ufe.
In this lye the yarn or cloth is boiled for a certain time;
and the bleaching is thereby greatly accelerated. Nota
few of the inhabitants dye a confiderable variety of colours,
fro n materials the produélt of the country. In the proper
management of their cloth, however, they are greatly af-
fited by Mr Williem Famifon, dyer and clothdrefler at
Runroy near Gartnels, who has brought the dyeing and
drefling of Scots cloth to a confiderable degree of perfec-
tion. Cloth is fent him to be dyed and drefled from Glaf-
gow, Stirling, and all the country round. NMr Jamifon
manufaftures plaids, duffles, blankets, &, ¢ for fale;
and his demands are daily increaling.

In addition to what the induflrions women of Killearn
make for their family wear, they bring a confiderable
quantity of cloth to the market. As much ufaally of
every web is expofed to f{ale, as defiays the out-iaid ex-
pences for weaving, e, For this overplus they find
abundance of cullomers, either in the city of Glalgow, or
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at three fairs annually held in the village of Killearn.
Scots cloth is fold from 10d. to §s. 6d. per yard;
harn from 8 d. to 15, § d.; linen from 1s. 6 d. to 3s.

By a community fo atively employed, little time is
walted in :dlenefs, intemperance, or political cabals. There
are, however five public houfes in the parifh, buat they are
chiefly frequented by travellers. Two turnpike-roads,
lately made thiough the parith, are of great fervice to the
inhabitants. The ftatute-labour, which is moftly raifed in
money at 18 s. Sterling per L. 100 Scots of valued rent, is
applied to piivate roads, which are fill far from being in a
good condition,

The greateft impediment to improvements in this part
of the country is the fcarcity of good fuel. The nearefl coal
is in Campfie or Baldernock, at the diftance of 10 or 12
miles. The price at the hill is 1 5. 6d. the cart-load, con-
tainingabout 12 cwt. The carriage comes to about 4s. The
fcarcity of coal is fupplied by zurf and peat, for obtaining
which the feuars and tenants have a {ervitude on the moors.
The turf is procured by letting fire to the grafs and heath
about the month of June, and then raifing the furface with
what is called a_faughter fpade. This pralice greatly in-
jures the moors by depriving them of their verdure, which
necefTarily requires feveral years to be renewed. The lofs,
however, is in fome meafure repaid by the great quantity
of athes for manure, procured from this kind of fuel.

Religion —With refpeét to the ftate of religion, few obfer-
vations occur that merit the attention of the public. The peo-
ple in general regularly attend divine fervice in the parifh
church. There are only about 12 adherents to the different
parties of Seceders. Several refpeétable clergymen, fince
the reformation from Popery, have fuccetlively been mi-

_ nifters of the pariih, as Mefl. Forfter, Gullefpic, bempell and
Craig,
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Craig, before the Revolution in 1668. Since that time the
people have been happy under the fuccelstul miniftry of
Mefirs George Park, James Bain, James Morrifon, and the
prelent incumbent, James Graham, who was ordained
anno £768. The church was rebailt in the year 1734, and
is conveniently feated. Mr Joha Finlayfon has, for nearly
4¢ years, officiated as parochial fchoolmalter, The falary
is L. 8, 13s. yearly. The wages for Englith, writing, and
arithmetic are only 185. 6d. per quarter. Three or four
private fchools bave, for fome time paft, been kept in dif-
ferent parts of the parilh ; the numerous rivulets and deep
glens by which the country is interfefted, render, to child-
ren living at a diftance, the accels to the parochial fchool
always dangerons, and often impoflible.

State of tbe Poor.—Paupers ufually on the feflion.lift are
from 10 to 15, who, according to their need, receive from
4 8. to 16 5. per guarter. A few indigent families receive,
after the facrament, a little fupply, as the minifter and
elders fee proper. The funds for anfwering thefe chari-
table purpotles amount annually to about L. 30, the moll of
which is collefted in boxes handed by the elders through
the charch, immediately before pronouncing the blefling in
tht forenoon. None of the poor are permitted to beg. To
he {o poor as to need afliffance from the kirk-fefion is in
this, and moft other places of Scotland, where poor taxes
are not eftablifhed, accounted a difgrace, as foch a fiate is
commonly conflidered as proceeding, for the mofl part,
either from indolence or mifmanagement. Every attempt
to eradicate, or even to weaken fuch a fenfe of fhame, 13
doing a manifeft injury to {ociety.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.— Supeiflition yet continues
to operate fo ftrongly on fome people, that they put a {mall
Vor. XVI. Q_ quanticy
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quantity of falt into the firfk milk of a cow after calving,
that is given any perfon to drink. This is done with a
view to prevent /Faith, if it thould happen that the perfon
s not cany. A certain quantity of cow dung is forced in-
to the mouth of a calf immediately after it is calved, or at
leaft before it recerves any meat ; owing to this, the wul-
gar believe that witches and fairies can have no power ever
after to injure the calf. But thefe, and fuch like fuperiti-
tious cuftoms, are every day more and more lofing their in-
fluence.

Ax Blareffen Spout-bead, if we believe tradition, a bloody
battle was fought between the Romans and Scots ; feveral
flones fet on edge have continued ever fince to diftinguith
the {pot. The tenant, a few years ago, would have car-
ried all the ftones away, bad he not been firi&ly prohibited
by Mr Buchanan of Carbeth, the proprietor of the ground,

who had got notice of his intentions.
A very large cairn fome time ago was demolifhed in the

muir of Killearn, and the ftones ufed for building dikes,
This ancient fepulchral fumnlus concealed, in the bottom
of it, a coffin, compofed of flones fo very large that they
could not eafily be removed, without being firft broken in
pieces.
A phenomemnon not unworthy the attention of the public,
i3 an old woman, who, owiag to exceffive grief, about 20
years ago, became deranged in her judgment. She was
then about 50 years of her age. The hair of her head
foon afterwards became thin and very grey, in which ftate
it continued till about § years ago, when it gradually turned
black, thick, and ftrong. She generally goes with her head
bare, and has not yet recovered the right ufe of her reafon.
" The &ippering of falmon js fuccefsfully prattifed in fe-
veral parts of the parith. All the blood is takcn from the

fith immediately after it is killed ; this is done by cutting
the
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the gills; it is then cut up at the back, on each fide the
bone or chain, as it is commoanly called. The bone is tz-
ken out, but the tail, with two or three inches of the bone
is left ; the head is cut off; all the guts are taken out; but
the fkin of the belly is left uncut ; the fifh is then laid, with
the fkin undermofl, on s board, and is well rubbed, and
covered over with a mixtare of equal quantities of com-
mon falt and Jamaica pepper. Seme of this mixture is
carefully fpread under the fins to prevent them from cor-
rpting, which they are exceedingly ready to do, efpecially
if the weather is warm. A board with a large ftone is
fometimes laid vpon the fith, with a view to maake the falt
penetrate into it more effe@ually. In fome places, as
Dumbarton, inftead of a flat board, a fhallow wooden
trough is ufed, by which means the brine is kept about
the fifh ; fometimes two or three falmonjare kippered in
the fame veffel at the {ame time, one being laid upon the
other. The fith, with the board or trough, is fet in a cool
place for two or three days; it is then removed from the
board, and again rubbed with falt and pepper, after which
it is hung up by the tail, and expofed 1o the rays of the
fun, or the heat of the fire. Care is previoufly taken to
firetch out the fith by means of fmall flicks or hoops placed
acrofs it from fide to fide. After it has remained in the
heat a few days, it is hung up in the kitchen, or other dry
place, tili ufed. Every method is taken to keep the fifh
from putrefaftion. It is an error to fuppofe, as fome have
ignerantly done, that kippered falmon means corrupted
falmon.

Some people, in order to give the kipper a peculiar
tafte, highly relithed by not a few, carefully fmoke it with
peat reek, or the reek of Juniper buthes. This is com-
monly done by hanging it up fo near a chimney in which
peats, or Juniper buthes are burnt, as that it receives the

fmoke,
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{moke. There it remains two or three weeks, by which
time it generally acquires the tafte. Salmon kippered in
this manner ufually fells 2 d. per 1b. higher than when frefh.

This parith and neighbourhood were, for 2 long time,
unhappily expofed to the plundering inroads of large com-
panies of migratory freebooters, who for fafety lurked in
the borders of the Highlands. Thefe depredators made
frequent incurfions into the parithes of Buchanan, Balfrone,
Killearn, Dumbarton, Kilpatricks, £9¢. and carried off all
the cattle they could find. This infamous praftice was
continued fo -late as the year 1743, and perhaps later.
Long before that, however, fome gentlemen near the bor-
der of the Highlands, undertook, for certain fums of money,
to protelt the property of their neighbours, or to make a
full recompence for what was flolen from them. The
money paid for this proteftion was called the Black Mail,
and was paid agreeably to a bargain concluded upon by the
two contrating parties. One of the original contraéls re-’
mains in the pefleflion of Mr Dunmore at Ballikinrain,
As this contraét is not only a literary curiofity, but is per.
haps the only contralt of the kind' now exifting, and as it
exhibits a true piture of the ftate of the country fo late as
the year 1741, and likewife leads us to form an idea of the
happy- alteration that has fince taken place, the fubjoined
copy of it verbatim will not, it is prefumed, be unaccept-
able to the public, efpecially as the report of the Black
Mail is fo generally, yet fo imperfeélly known *. ‘

* Copy of a Contract for keeping a Watch on the Borders of the
Fighlands, anmo 1941,

It is contracled, agreed, and finally ended betwixt the parties under-
written, to witt; James and John Graham elder and younger of Glen-
grle, on the one part, and the gentlemen, heritors, Hlld tenants, within
: ' . the
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the fhiires of Perth, Stirling, and Dumbarton, who are hersto fubleribing, on
the other part, in manner following: Whereas, of late years, feveral per-
fone within the bounds aforefaid have been very great fufferers through
ftealing of their cattle, horfes, and theep; for preventing whereof the
faids James and John Grahams, with and under the conditions, provi-
fions, and for the caules aiter Ipecified, hereby bind and oblige them
conjunétiy and feverally, their heirs, executors, and fucceflors, that the
faid James Grahame dhall keep the lands fubferibed for, and anpexed to
the refpective fubfcriptions, fkaithlefs of any lofé, to be (vitained by the
heritors, tenants, or inbabitants thereof, through the flealing and away
taking of their cattle, horles, or iheep, and that for the fpace of feven years
complete, from and after the term of Whitfunday next tocome ; and for
that «ffedt, either to retum the catile fo ftolen from time to time, or other-
wayes, within 6 moneths after the thelt commirtted,to make payment to the
perfons from whom they were ftolen, of their true value, to be sicertained
by the oaths of the owners, before any Judge.ordinary ; providing al-
ways, that intimation be made to the faxd James Grabam, at his houfe in
Corretler, or where he fhall happen to refide for the time, of the num=
ber and marks of the cattle, (heep, or horfe ftolen, and that within 48
hours from the time that the proprictors thereof fhall be able to prove
by hable witnefles, or their own or their herds oaths, that the cattle a-
mifling were {een upon their ufual patture within the fpace of 48 hours
previous to the intimation, as faid is; and declaring, that it (hall be fufs
ficient if the heritors or tenants, be-louth or be-eall the town of Drymen,
make intimation in wrinng at the houlc of Archibald Streng, merchant
im Drymen, of their loffes in the before me-'ntinned, to a perlon to be ap-
puinted by the faid James Graham of Glengyle to attend theire for that
purpole, and in his ablence to the faid Arclnbald. And further, it is
ipecially condefcended to and agreed npon, that the faid James Grahame
fthall not be bound for reftitution in cales of fmall pickereys ; declanng,
that an horfe or black cattle fiolen within or without doors, or any nume-
ber of theep above fix, thall be confirnéted to be theft, and not pickerey.
And with rtgard tu horfes and cattle ftolen within the boonds afoiefaid,
ard carried to the fouth, the faid James Grahame cbliges him, that he
thallv be as ferviceable to the gentlemen fublferibers in that cafe as be
pofibly can ; and if he cannct recover them, he fubmits himfelf to the
diferetion uf the heritors in whole ground the thelt is cominitied, whes’
ther he ihall be Liable for thewr value or not.

And it is hereby exprefsly provided and declared by both parties,
That in cafe of war within the country, that this prefent contract thall
Hieacefoith ceafe and beceme wvoid ; for the whick caufes, and on the

other
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other part, the heritors and tenants hereto fubferibing, with and under
the provifions and declarations above and under written, bind and oblige
them, their heirs, executors, and fucceffors, to make payment to the faid
James Grahame of Glengyle, or to any perfon he fhall appont to receive
the fame, of the fum of L. 4 yearly duning the fpace forefaid, for ilk
hundred pound of ye valued rent of the lands annexed to their refpec.
tive fubfcriptions, and that at two terms in the year, Whitfunday and
Martinmas, by equal portions, beginning the firft terms payment thereof
at the faid term of Whitfunday nixe, for the half year immediately fol-
lowing, and fo furth, to contioue at the faids terms during the conu.
nuance of thele prefents: provideing always, like as is hereby fpecially
provided and declared, that it fhall be leifome and lawful for both
partics to quitt and give up this prefent contraét ot the end of every year
if they thunk fit, intimation being always made on the part of the faid
Jan‘.es Gruhame at the re{pecive kuk-doors within the bounds aforefaid,
on 2 Sal.bath day, immed:iately after the forenoon’s termon, a moneth be-
fore expiration of the year: and on the part of the heiitors and other
{ub’cribers, by a letter to the fuud James Grahame from them, and anc.
ther 1rom him, acknowledgeing the receipt thereof, or the aitefation of
two wittnefles, that the letter was left at his houfe, or was del},rve,red to
bimfelt two moneths before expyring of the year; it being alwars under.
flood, that any [ubfcriber may guitt and give vp the contract for his own
part, whether the reft concur or not at the end of each year, as faid is,
And hoth parties bind and obhdge them and their forefaids to perform
the premifles e snide to others under the penalty of L. 20 Sterling, to
be payed by the party failzier 1o the party obferver, or willing to obferve
their part thereof, attour performance. And moreover, for the faid James
Grabaine’s further encouragement, and for the better reftraining the
evil practices above mentioned, the {ubfenhers hereby declare, that it is
their intention that all fuch thieves and pichers as thall be apprehended
by the taid James Grahame of Glengyle, or occafienally by any other
perfon withia the bounds aforefaid, againft whom there is fuflicient
proot, thall be profecute according to law, and brought to juftice. And
for greater fecurity, bath the faids parties confent to the regiftration
hercof in the books of Council and Seffion, or others competent, that
Jeteers of horning on fix dayes, and other executorials needfull, may pafs
hureon as effeirs.  And to that «ffeét they confhitute

their procurators, &c. In witnefs whereof, both the faids partiss have fub.
feribed thefe preflents, conlifting of this and the preceding fheet, writ-
ten on ftamped paper, by Andrew Dick, chyrurgeon in Drymen, at Bal-
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glas, the tuentyeth dey of Aprile Im vije and fourty-one years, by Robert
Bontein of Mildovan, before William M*Lea his fervant, and Mr Wil-
linm Jobnfton fchoolmafter at Balglas, the faid Robert Pontein baving
filled up his firlt date, and witneffes names and defignations. At Balli.
kinrain the tuintie-firlt day of forefaid moneth and year, by James Napier
of Ballikinrain, hefore Alexander Yuill bis fervant, and Gibert Couan,
tenant in Ballikinrain, the faid James Napier having filled op this fecond

date, witnefles names end defignations. Att Boquhan the tuenty-fecond

day of Aprile, moneth forfnid, and year, by Hugh Buchanan of Balquhan,
before thefe witnefizs, John Paterfon and Robert Duncan, both tenants
yr. Att Glins, the tuenty-feventh day of meneth and year forefaid, be-
fore thefe witnefes, Waliter Monteath of Keyp, and John Buchanan
younger of Glins, At Eaiter Glins, the twenty-feventh day of moneth
and year forefaid, before thefe witnefles, Walter Monteath of Keyp, and
Thomas Wright younger of Eafter Glins, fubfcribet be Alezander Wright
of Peufid. Art Ammere, the firlt day of Mey feventin hundred and
fortie-one years, befor thees witnes, Arfbelt Leckie of Arnmere, and
" Walter Menteath younger of Keyp, Walter Monteath, atr above place,
dsy, date, year, and witnelles, by James Rey portroner of Edenbelily,
month, date, place, and year aforefaid, before thefe witnefles, Walter
Monteath therein, and Walter Monteith younger of Xeyp, and by Ro-
bert Galbraith at Fintrie, fourth May, before Robert Farrie of Balgro.

chan, and James Ure, tenant in Hilltowne of Balgair.

Robert Bontein of Mildovan, for my

Will Jobnfton, witnefs.
lands of Balglas in the parach of

Wiltiam Wl'Lea, witnefs,

Gilbert Cowan, witnels,
Alexander Yuill, witnefs.
Jolin Paterfon, witnefs.
Robert Duncan, wilnels.
Walter Monteath, witnefs.
Jolin Buchanan, witnefs
Thomas Wright, witnefs.
Archubald Leckie, witnels.
Walter Monteith, witnefs.

Alexander Wright, witnefs.

Archibald Leckie, witnefs.
Walter Monteath, witoefs.
Walter Monteath, witnefy.
Robert Farrie, witnefs.

B

Killern, being Three hundred and
fifty pound of wvaluation; and
lands of Provanftoun, in the pa-
roch of RBaifron, Ninety-leven

pound feven [hilling valuation,

Jarges Muapier of DBallikinrain, for

my lands in the paroch of Killern,
being Two hundred and fixtie
pound of valuation. And for my
Lord Napier's lands in faid pa-
rach, being Three hundred and
twentie-eight pound of valuation.
And for Culereuch™s Iands in the

parach of Fintrie, being Seven
James
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James Ure, witnef.
John Bechanan, witnefs.
James M‘Grime, witnefs.

hundred and twentie feven ponnd
of valuation. And for faid Cul-
ereuch’s lands, in the paroch of
Balfrone, being One hundred and
ten pound of valuation.

“Ho. Buchanan of Balquhan, for my
lands of Boughan and Branfhegle,
in the paroch of Killearn, being
One hundred and feventy-thrge
pound of valuatiun.

Mofes PBuchanan of Glins, Two
hunder fextie-two pund valuation.

John Wiright of Efter Glins, Sixtic-
fix pound val.

Alexander Wright of Pufide, On
hundred and foure pound and fix
thiling and eghtpenny Scot wva-
luation.

Walter Monteath of Kyp, Three
bundred pounds valuation.

James Key, portioner of Enblioy,
for fextiey fix pond Scors valu-
ation.

Robert Galbraith, portioner of Edin-
bely, for thritie-three pound Scots
valuation.

Alexander Buchanan of Cremanan,
for my land of Cremanan, in the
parach of Balfron, and
being Two hundred and {ixty-
eight pound of valuation.

And the fzids James and John Grahames have fubferibed thefe pre-
fents at Buchanan, the eleventh of June laj vij and fourty-one years, be-
fore David Graeme of Orchill, and John Smith writer in Bachanan : De-
clareing, that notwithilanding of the date of the faids James and John
Grahame's {ubicription, yet it thall be underftood, that the obligations
on both partys by this contraét fhall and do commence fiom Whitlunday
Taj v1j and fourty-one, in regard it was agreed betwixt the partys, that
the faids obligations fhould commence at that term. The date, wat-

neiles
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uefles names and defignations, with this declaration, being wrote by the
faid John Smith, and declared to be part of this contradt.
Da Grazme, witnefs, Ja. Grabhame.
John Smith, witnefh, ' Jobn Grakam.,

It would appear, from the folloding letter, that this contraét was
not difadvantageous to Mr Grahame :
Sir, ~ Baltkinrain, Muy 25 1743,
Notwithftanding of the contraét entered inta betwixt feveral genilemen
of the thyres of Stirling and Dumbarton, yuu, and I, annent keeping of a
watch, whereby you was to pay yearly four per cenf. of valuation; yet I
now agiee with you fur three per cent. for the lands you have contradted
for ; ano that for the firft tevm of Whitfunday, and in time comeng da-

ring the ﬂ.‘in:]iiig of the contra&t. And I am, Sir, your molt humble
fervant, JA. GRAHAME.

Leaving the reader to make what reflections on this curious contradk
he pleafes, 1 thail only oblerve, that Mr Grahame, in this affair, is to be
confidered as a more faccefstul keeper of the peace, defender of jufhice,
and guaranteeing power, than moft who have allumed thele charadters;
for by his aétivity and vigilance, ig a few years, juiftice, honefty and
peace were, in this part of the country, eftablifhed on a firm and lalting
foundation, and continue to operate without the aid of cootradls,
watzhes, or guarantees.

Vor., XVI. R N U M.
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