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NUMBER XV.

PARISH OF GLENELG,

(CounTYy oF INVERNESS, SYNoD oF (GLENELG, AND
PRESBYTERY OF LOCHCARRON),

By the Rev. My Covrin Macivewr, Minifler,

Origin of the Name.

GL’ENELG, the ancient and modern name, is fuppofed
to be made up of the Gaelic words, glen, fignifying
a valey, and feidz, hunting; or glen, 2 valley, and eiid, a
roe,

Situation, Extent, and Surfuce~The parith Hes in the
County of Invernefs, Synod to which it gives its name,
and prefbytery of Lochearron. It is divided into three
diftricks : 1/}, Glenelg, where the church and manle are {i-
tuated, the property of Colonel Macleod of Macleod 5 24,
Knowdort, feparated from Glenelg by an arm of the fea
called Lochurn, the property of Macdonells of Glengarry
and Scothoufe ; 34, North-morror, {feparated from Know-
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266 Statiflical Avcownt

dort by another arm of the fea, called Lochneavis. the pro-
perty of the family of Lovat. The parifh may be fuppo-
fed to extend from N. to S, shout 30 miles, and the fame
number of miles from E.to W. It is bounded on the
N. E. and E. by the parifh of Glenfheal, county of Rofs, a
ridge of hills making the divifipn; on the 5. E. and S. by
the out-fkirts of the countries of Glengarry and Lochaber;
on the 5. W. by the frefh water lake called Loch-morror,
this lake dividing the parifh of ‘Ardnumorechuan from that
of (Glenelg ; and on the N, W. by the navigable and much
frequented found that feparates the ifland of Sky from the
continent of Great Britain.

In the diliriét-of Glenelg there are two vallies, through
each of which a river runs; the inhabitants refide in fepa-
rate villages on each fide of the rivers; their arable land
extending along the banks, and on the declivity of the
hills ; fome of them alfo dwell on Lochurn-fide. 1In this
diftriét the foil is good; part of a deep black Joam, and
part of a {andy gravel, formerly the bed of the rivers,
yielding crops of potatoes and oats, and the hills afford good
pafture for cattle. In Knowdort the inhabitants dwell in
villages bordering on the fea, alung the fides of Lochurn
and Lochneavis; here the foil is in general light, yiclding
crops of barley, oats, and potatoes. Thehills, though high,
are moftly green to the top, and afford excellent pafture for
all kinds of cattle. North-morror is rocky and mountain-
ous, moftly adapted for cattle.

Air and Climate. —The air is moift, the rains being fre-
quent, as the wind moftly blows from the S. and W.; not-
withftanding, the peaple are healthy. The conﬂant but
maderate exermﬁ:, which is neceflary for herding the cat-
tle, and the fea-air ﬂtju:g:d during the ffhing-feafons, are

favourable toheaith. T]iﬂ‘rﬂ dre at pmftnt in thc: diftrict
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of Glenelg 63 perions from the age of %5 to 8o and up-
wards, as may be feen from the following flate of the po-

pulation, as alcertained in the year 1793.

Population, TJc.

Males, - - 635 Weavers and weaver-
Females, - Ggx effes, - 235
T ailors, - 8
Total inhabitants, 1286 Clergyman, - X
Suppoled to emigrate Schoolmaiters, - 2
from the year 1770 Merchant, - - I
Lo 17974, - 160 Millers, - - 2
Emigmted in 1785, 14 Inokeeper, - X
Ditto in 1987, - 10
Ditto in 1793, - 130 In the difiniét of Knowdort.
Ann, average of births, 38 Proteftants, - 150
Ditto of marriages, 12 Proteflant n-liiﬁonary, I
Heads of families, 78 [Papifts, - Bgo
Under 10 years old, 401 FPrieft, - I
Between 10 and 20, 232 Surgeon, - I

20 and §o, 456 _Emigrated from Know-

50 and 4o, 134 dort from the year
¥rom 70 and upwards, 063 17490 10 1%03, 8co
Smiths, - - 2 Papiits injNorth-morrer, 460
Wrights, - - 2z Prieit, - i
Tetad inhabitants in Glenelg, - - 1286
Iivito 1in Knowdort, - - 1000
Ditto in Nerth-morror, - - 460
Inhabitants of the whole parifh, - 2746
Emigrated at different periads from Glenelg, (fup-

* pofed) - - - 324
Ditto from Knowdort, - - - Boo
The return to Dr Webiter, - - ¥8106

Sced-
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268 Starifdical Account

Seed-time and Harvefl—The oats are commonly fown
in the latter end of March and beginning of April; imme-
diately thereafter the potatoes are planted, and then the
barley. The hay-harveft commences the latter end of
July and beginning of Auguft, moftly raifed from meadow
ground ; the barley and oats are cut down in September
and Oftober ; but owing to the deluges of rain that teo
often fall about this feaflon of the year, the hay as well as
other crops are often not fecured till November. Gra-
zing feems to be the only kind of farming for which thig
country is adapted; from neceflity, and not choice, agri-
culture'is carried on ; the frequent rains, together with the
inundations of the rivers, prove fo deftrutive as to render
the crops fometimes infipid and ufelefs; but the price of
meal, which is confiderably advanced fince the late corn.
bill pafled in Parliament, will flill urge them to continue
their old method of farming with all its difadvantages, 1t
being impoflible to purchafe the quantity required -at {uch
exorbitant prices. In the moft favourable feafons, the crops
raifed are barely fufficient for the maintenance of their
families doring three-fourths of the year ; and in {fummer,
the fupplies from other markets are always {canty and
precarious, owing to the tedious navigation from the eall
of Scotland, and the impradtibility of land-carriage over a
hilly dittri€t, more than 5o computed miles in length.

Rlack Catt’e and Sleep.—The cows in this parifh are of a
good kind, well fhaped and piled, and being fcldom houfed,
very hardy ; and thofe reared on the larger farms are per-
haps equal to moft ftocks on the wefl coail, particular atten-
tion being paid by the farmers in keeping handfome and
proper bulls; but they juftly complain, that the prices
fetched are not equat to the expence and pains taken 1n
zeating them : fuch cattle, when fold in parcels, give froms

1. 2
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L. 3, 10s. to L. 4 Sterling; and thofe fold by the lower
clafs of tenants fetch fiom two to three guineas each. The
eftate of Scothoufe, as alfo a great part of Glengarry's pro-
perty, together with one farm on Macleod’s eftate, gre
moftly laid out in theep-walks ; the theep are of the black.
faced kind, and are thought to be good, as the wedders of
three years old, reared on two of the farms, have hitherto
given from 1§s. to 16s. each at an average. The white
wool {ells from 6 s. to B s. and the tared wool from 45. to
6 5. the ftone. The quantity fold is fuppofed to be up-
wards of 1500 ftones, Greenock, Dumbarton, aod Liver-
pool, being the ports to which it is carried, and fome of it
alfo difpefed of to the country people. Emigrarion isthought
to be owing in a great meafure to the introduétion of fheep,
as one man often rents a farm where formerly many fa-
milies lived comfortably ; and if the rage for this mode of
farming goes on with the {ame rapidity it has done for
fome years back, it is to be apprehended emigration will
ftill increafe. But this 1s not {olely the caufe; the high
rents demanded by landlords, the increafe of population,
and the flattering accounts received from their friends in
A merica, do alflo contribute to the ewvil.

Fifb.—Skate, ling, and cod are to be got along the coaft
of the parifh, but {ythe or pollock is caught in the greateft
abundance, which in fummer is chiefly the fupport of the
poor people, The herring-filhing deferves to be particu-
larly mentioned, as in Lochurn they make their appearance
fo early as July, and continue from that period to the mid-
"die of autumn. Here the bufles from the frith of Clyde
com munl_? affemble firft, befides a vaft sumber of boats, which
croud together from the neighbouring parifhes and ifles ad-
Jacent. It is computed for fome years back gc,ca0 barrels
have been annually caught in this loch; but the want of
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270 Statiftical dceount

falt prevents the natives from turning to advantage this
bounty of Providence, which from their local fituation
they might otherwife do; at prefent, they are content with
fifbing a barrel or two to help the maintenance of their fa-
qnilies. Certainly it muft be an impolitic Jaw that impofes
fo high a duty on one of the moit secellary articles of con-

fumprion in life.

Birds, and wild Animals.—The migratory birds are, the
{wallow, the cuckoo, the field-fare, and wood-cock. 7The
birds of prey are the eagle, the raven, and grey crow, with
threc {pecies of the hawk, and two of the kite. The game
birds are, the tarmargan, groufe, black-cock, fnipe, heath-
hen, with a few partridge. The aguatic birds aie {uch as
are common on the welt coalt. The decr and roe il fre-
quent the hills and woods on Lochurn-fide ; the mountain
hare, together with the fox, the badger, and wealel, are na-
rives of this couatry; and the ampbibious animals are the

{feal and otter.

Tides.—The tides run very firong, both in Lochurn and
T.ochneavis ; but the moft remarliable current in this parith,
or perhaps in all the wef coaft, is to be feen at Kylerea, the
name of the {ound that feparates Sky from the main land;
st f{pring-tides it runs {o rapidly as to render 1t impnilible
for any veflel to pafs through with a frefth breeze, wnd the
wind never fo favourable, Mackenzie, 1n his char:, rec-
kons its velocity equal to nine notes an hour. QOver this
found the black cattle znnually driven to market from bky,
and part of the Long-ifland are made to {wim ; and though
the current is fo very (trong, yet few accidents bappen.
The number cannot be exaétly afcertained, but in gencral

they may be reckoned about 2cco.
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.zfr:!fgm'rfrs.u-There have been mapy caftles or round
towers in this parith, two of which are yet pretty entire,
and are much vifited by traveilers. There are wvariows
opinions refpefting the ufe they were intended for; hat
the one given by the late learned Ir Macpherfon of Slate; -
in his Antiquities of Scotland, feems.to be the moft pro-
bable, There is alfo fituated on an eminence above the -
manfe the remains of an old fortiBaation, of which Mr Pen-
nant.takes-notice in his Tour: befides, there 15 fhll to be.
feen on the top of a rock, not far from the fea, the foundstion: .
of an old building mada wp of flone and hime, and. yet theres,
is no tradition concerning it. There are fome tunuli or
barrows ; ‘'one of them being opened up not many years
ago, there was found in it an arm, containing as is fuppofed.’
thie athes of fome ancient warrior. ‘

|

Barracks,—In the year 1522, fhortly after the battle of”
CHentheal, Government thought it necellary to ered =
finall {ortification on the well coait, and pitched oa a fpor
of gronnd in this parith as a proper fitunatidn, being inc thes
dirdt Nine from Fort Aagultus to the ifland of Sky. From,
that period till after the 1745, there were commonly one
or two companies of foot guartered there; but finer, =
fmaller command was deemed fuflicient; and for 20 yeam
back there have heen only a ferjeant or corporal, with %
few privates. OfF the houfe that was formerly appropris
ated for the ufe of the foldizrs, the fkeleton only: remains;,
but the oflicers barracks are (till hahitable.

Churelr~~The living of this parith is L. 55 : 19 2 935,
46 bolls of cat-mual, g ftones of Dutch weight to the boll,
which at an average may be valued at L. 41, B3 and 12
bolls bear, at the converfion of 10 merks Scots per boll, be.
fides & fmall farm anncxed to the church, which may be

valued,
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242 Statiflical Account

valaed, including the glebe, at L. 13, fo that_the value of
the whole living amounts. to L. xx5 : 18 : 1135, The pre-
fent minifter: was admitted in the year 1782, is married,
and has five children, three fons and .two daughters. His
predeceflors in office weve Mellts Dobald Macleod, Mur-
doch Macleod, and John Morrifon. The church is fituated:-
near the fea, and is in tolerable good, order.. THe manfe, -
by being built on an eminence, is .much expofed to the
wefterly winds ;. and. though repaired in the year.1785, is
far from. being at prefent in 2 {ufficient ftate. Colonel Mac-
leod of Macleod is patren-of the parifh.

School—The {chool-houfe ftands, at the diftance of a
{hort mile from the church. During the fummer, the num-
ber of fcholars that attend may be about 435. The falary-.
is 300 merks Scots, paid by the Laird of Macleod and the
tenants of his eflate; the other diftrifts were never cefled
w-ith-my*pmpﬁrtinn ; the emoluments arifing to the {chool-.
mafter are trifling, fo that his income will not mugh exceed -
L.20 Sterling. It is melancholy to think, that in every
part of Scotland fo little attention thould be paid to the
moft ufeful ;members of fociety. In this diltrifk there 8 a
{chool, folely at the expence of the inhabitants, who fend
their children to it; the number of boys and girls that at-
tepd are 38. In Knowdort, there is one of the Society
{chools ; the teachér has a falary of L. 12 Sterling sallowed
bim:; and fcholars.dre from 30 to 4¢ in number,

>

Poor.—The number of poor on the roll of this parifh at
prefent is 31 ; they feldom or ever travel to beg eHewhere ;
are fupported chiefly by the inhabitants, only in fummer
they receive a fmall fupply in meal from the funds col-
le&ted upon Sungdays, which at an.average come to L. 7 or
L. 3'._Shtcr1ihqg a-year.

3 Fuel.
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TaclThe f.cl.made nle -of in this parith, is. peats,
which gre fvldom sgood, owiug 1o gthe raipy fealons, and
the mof, being at @ dillance from theig dwelling-houles, Jo
wt. N oiene, labpur, and eypence s lolt in fecuring them,
the . a4 matter of doubt whether cowls be not cheaper,
Lmu?. taey have not yet avauded. themfely es.of the libe- .
rality ot Parlipmentin tking the duty off coal, itis pry-
bable they will {ven find it, theividutereil to lmport it .~ .

ff.urn.ﬁru D/‘.i':"r-'f _IH.-'L:.:JI;I:'L{MF v--IhL t:-lc]'-..fmﬂn nf []1]4 -
ri:'.,l are viry relpeClablg, both with regard to information
.u:u:T rropricty nf LUnfiuﬂ' they live -..,umfurhl:!y, and are
hafpitabie to (trangeis; the lower clafs of tenunts are fober
and 11:'-|'.clil_}"!1c~ri¢‘!.i sind by no means deficient in c'tmr[t'j,' to
thrf.: Jscror. II ﬂl mannluﬂ,urc for coarfle cloths on a fln.tﬂ
feale was cflablithed in a village lately planned out b}r the
ui:r.'[ of "'rL.u:If rod, it could not Fail of fuce m.dmg and em-
;:.u_', ing m oy 1dle hslnds. . The raw materials are o he
had 12 L It p.mln, an¥ can [m I'.‘{Iﬂ'.’!:.}"-..d bj’ water fiom cach
”unp:tud florehoule at an “ealy expence. A net -man-
JIJUTL might be carried on with ady an*tagu alfo 3 ; the fpm—
nlm- -.,f the }u_mp and twmu:rg of the yarn would Lmlﬂn_}
the ol I.- n}{’f th ﬂ’l‘iklug of the ncts prmnntt 1|=:.1|.1.-.rj.
pnong the ¥ mmg Y t:r__'. little cupital would be rug juifite for
[,nr*q braiches,  In this Hﬂ-i_)-:. lh:_r;. arg ..lt pu.h.nlt up-

wands of 1:a "'ouIJ.

. P
~ B
L ' i r H i N T

aF el nios Ol fervarisus—The valued rerit ‘of the pa.
i i L. 5565 Scotcls ; the land-fent cannor be afcriained, -
hut ot exeecd cnn[hfumbly .. 2000, As there are no
sl bicts for nrovilions, their prices  connot be t:?-."-.l.‘}i_}*
furwn eVeryY f,l:ﬂlfj' kill for themfelves whar burdher
meat is requifite.  Men fervanm maintained in the Family
recive por aunern irom Lz to L. 3 for wages; the wo-
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& The Univerzdy of Edinlairgh
Thie Lhtiversity of Glasgow



274 Stratiffical Aecount

men from 164. to L. 1, 'befides fhoes, and ‘other cafiialties.
Wrights receive 1s. per daj', and their vi®tuals ; a tailor is
paid per piece, befides his viftuals. The roads are bad;
Government propofed, after the year 174¢, to make a mi-
litary road frém Fort Auguiftts to Burnera barracks in this
parith, and to build bridges over the rivers and burns, fo
as'to render it paffable for the troops and other travellers.
The bridges were firft ereéted by contra®ors, wko made
choice of thofe parts over the waters where materials could
be had at the cheapeft rate’; by this médns the roads were

unavoidably lengtheded, and carried over fteep and high |
precipices, up and 'down hill. This made the chargc more
troublefome and vexatious to the military who laboured at
the roads, that in no place or part was” the road made fuffi-
cient, or of proper d1ménﬁans Piovolt Browh of Elgin
was l‘:ﬂ'Ep]{:l}"l‘.‘d in fummer 1992 to furw:j' this road, attend-
ed by a country gcntleman, well :::quamtcd with the pro-
per line to be followed ; and as he has given io his report,

it is hoped Gc}vemmcnt will foon fee this m_-ccifarjr mea-
fure put in execution. As this fine of road is the thosteft
from the mctropo]is to the ifland’ of Sky and the Long
Iland, and many bndges bt—:mg already built,” by which
much expence might be faved, it mufi appear the more eli-
gible to have this line continued, From its prefent fi fitua-
tion it is impoflible to ride it; by this means travellers
are neceflitated to freight veflels from Argylelhire at an
cnormous expence. A flage houfe in the middle of the
bill would be highly proper snd neceflary.
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