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NUMBER XXIX.

PARISH OF LONMAY,

{CounTY AND SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, AND (PRESBYTERY
~ oF DEEZR),

From Materials colleéled by Mr Joun LuNDIE,
Minifter of Lonmay.
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Narme, Situation, and Extent.

-

THIS parifh at different times has been named 5t Colm,

from the name of the faint to whom the old church
was dedicated, and Longmay, Longmey, and Lonmay, from
the name of the eftate on which the church now ftands.

It is fituated in the prefbytery of Deer, and in the Syned
and county of Aberdeen. Itslength is 1o Englifh miles;
its greateft breadth fcarcely four miles. 1t is bounded on
the S. E. by Crimond; on the S. by Longfide and Old
Deer; on the 5. W. by Brechin; on the W. and N. E. by
Rathen ; and on the E. by the German Ocean.

Sozl
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633 Statiflical Account

Seoil and Climate.~The foil of the parifb is various. The
air, efpecially on the coaft, is rather moift, but not un-

healthy.

Mineral Springs.—There are many mineral {prings in
the parith, but they have never been analyzed; and from
the celebrity of the mineral well of Peterhead, at 12 miles

diftance, they are little uled.

* Lake~—There is only one lake, lying on the boundary
betwixt the parithes of Lonmay end Crimond. It is now
called the Joch of Strathbeg. It was formerly a {mall rivu-
let, called indifferently the burn of Strathbeg, and water of
Rattray. Buchanan calls it Ratra amnis. By a {torm the
mouth of it was fthut up, and fucceflive banks of fand have
been thrown up by the fea, and the rivulet has, in the
courfe of a little more than a century, become a lake of
550 Scotch, or 700 Englifh acres. For feveral years paft
it has not increaled in magnitude ; the evaporation from
the furface being equal 10 the quantity of water emptied
into the lake. Were a perfon to meafure with tole-
rable accuracy the quantity of water which runs 1nto
this lake, it would poflibly afford data for proving, that
the evaporation from the Cafpian Sea is fufficient to
counterbalance all the water poured in from the rivers
_which empty themfelves into it. An attempt has been

lately made to drain the lake of Strathbeg; bot the
perfon who made the attempt failed in his circumfiances,
which has fufpended the work. It is faid, however, that
he is foon to refume it. His reward is a Inné leafe of the
grounds covered by the lake. The fifhes contained in this
lake are, red and white trout, eels, flounders, and large frefh

water mufcles, commonly called pearl mulcles. No pearls,

 § however,
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however, have been found in the mufcles taken out of this
luke.

The foil in the bottom of this lake is not deep, but is
feemingly of a marly nature, owing, perhaps, to mulcle-
fhells decayed.

Rivers, &ec.~~No navigable rivers ran through the pa-
rifh, but a confiderable flrcam, one of the branches of the
Ugie, runs by the north and fouth-eaft boundaries. A ca-
nal could be carried along both branches of the Ugie at no
great expence, and with the moft beneficial confequences
to the agriculture and commerce of Buchan.

This parifh has above four miles of coaft, and the .fhore
is flat and fandy. The fpecies of fith caught on this coaft
are turbot, holibut, plaice, fkate, ling, cod, fand-eel, had-
dock, whiting, cole.filh, flounders, foles, and mackaral.
Sometimes, but rarely, fea-bream, wrafle, and dorce. Her-
ring alfo are found, but there are no herring-nets. One
trinl was made of fithing for falmon, and was tolerably
fuccelsfull

Sea-wreck of feveral kinds 1s found on the coaft; and
kelp is made, but in fmall gnantities,

There are two fifhing-towns belonging to Mr Gordon of
Buthlaw. One of thefe was lately built, and confifts of 20
tiled houfes, pliced in two parallel rows, with a ftreet in
the middle.

Moffes. —There are feveral extenfive mofles in this pa-
rith. A large one belongs to Mr Milne of Crimond-mo-
gate, another to Mr Comming of Kinithmont. The
other heritors, Mr Duff of Logie, fon of the late Admiral
Duff, Mr Biflet of Rathon, and Mr Frafer of Park, have
alfo mofles, which abound in the whole diftriét of Buchan.

Ver, XVL 4 L Minerals,
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634 Statiftical Aceount

Minerali—-No marble, freeftone, or {late, and not much
moori{tone, are found in this parifh. But a blue ftone has
been quarried on the eftate of Cairnefs, belonging to Mr
Gordon of Buthlaw. This, contrary to the nature of the
blue ftone commonly found in Aberdeenthire, cuts as well
as granite, and makes beautiful afhler work. Of this flone,
Mr Gordon has lately built an elegant modern heoufe, on a
plan given by Mr Playfair.

o coal mines are found in this parifh; but limeftone 1s
found in great quantities on the eltate of Craigellie, about
2 Englith miles from the church, and is much ufed for ma-

Uy,

Duadrupeds—The quadrupeds found in this parifh, be-
fides horfes, fheep, hogs, black cattle, dogs, and cats, are
moles in great sumbers, foxes feen fometimes, otteis in the
lake of Strathbeg, obferved but feldom, peolecats, weafels,
common and {fhrew.mice, hares, rats, and water-rats.

Birdi~The birds and wild fowls are of various kinds;
jack-daws, magpies, the cuckoo, fwans, and wild-geefe, (in
Strathbeg after harveil, and till the fpring), barnacles thot
on the coaft, duck in Strathbeg at ali fealons, teals on the
coaft, foland-geefe pafling in fight of land, common gull,
and great black and white pull, tarrock, heron, curlieu,
woodcock, fnipe, jack-fnipe, lapwing, {(not fo numerous as
formerly), fund-pipers, green plover, coots, land rail, grous
in the mofles, partridges, quails, ikwr-lark, flarlings, field-
fare, generally appearing before {r.ow, thrufh, biackbird,
chatterers, croff'bill, feen bur rarely, greenfinches, gold-
finches, chaffinches, yellow hammers, red [parrows, hedge
fparrows, redbreafls, water-wagtails, fwnfts, fwallows, and
white-ears,
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Population.~~The return to Dr Webfler in 1755 was
1674 louls. The number of inhabitants of all ages at pre-
fent 13 about 1650. Of which, 311 are Scotch Epifcopals,
and 14 are Seceders. 1f we may judge from the fituation
of the church of 5t Colm, (of which part of the weft g:cbe
ftill remains, and which ftood on the north-eaft part of the
parifh, 10 miles from the fouth by weft extremity), popu-
lation has formerly been very thin in this parifh, except on
the {ea-coatt,

Agriculture~The agriculture of this diftrict, though
certainly improved of late years by the introduttion of
hme and green crops, has not advanced {o much as might
have been expeéted. One great error of the Buchan far.
mers, which is apt to [irike even a firanger riding through
the country, is the ploughing too feldom. In deep clay
{oils, where, in the county of Angus, three ploughings are
always ufed, beans are frequently fown broadcaft after one
ploughing, and bear after beans in the fame manner. Yet
a very good crop of drilled beans is to be feen this year
(1795) upon a farm in the perfonal pofleflion of one of the
"heritors. It is alfo to be remarked, that a rotation of crops
is not yet eltablifhed in this diftri®t. While the heritor
only ploughs where he cannct get grals to grow any longer,
the tenant formetimes ploughs as long as corn of any kind
will grow. A regular rotation of crops, adapted to the dif-
ferent foils, is too hittle attended to in this diftriét ; and now
that lime is very generally ufed, the lands may fuffer from
injudicious cropping.

Rent of the Partfh.~~The rent of this parifh is about
2000 guineas ; and may be fuppofed to increafe with the
improvements in agriculture.

Ecclefiaftical
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636 Statiftical Account

Ecclefiaftical State.—The minifter’s ftipend is g chalders
of vi€tual, and 6co merks Scots, or L. 33 : 6 : 8 Sterling in
money. DMr Gordon of Buthlaw is patron. The church
was built in 148%. The old church had ftood fince 1608,
at which period the parith.church was removed from St
Colm to Lonmay.
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