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PARISH OF KETTINS.

{CounTY oF FORFAR—SYNOD oF ANGUS AND MEaRNS,
~~PRESBYTERY of MEIGLE.)

By Mr Jorx Rrrcuie, Student in Divinity at Markineh.

Extent, Situation, and Roads.

THE length of the parifh of Kgr7iNs, from E.to 'W.

is 4 miles; the breadth, from S. to N. is 3. The
village of Kettin: is diftant from Perth about 12 miles E. by
N. and about 14 N. W, from Dundee. ‘The church is &
mile 5. E. of Coupar. "T'he turnpike road, from the latter
to Dundee, paffes through the parith. It is not yet finithed,
A road extends 1o Perth along the foot of the Sidla hills,
but is not frequented, '

Gentlemens Seats, Surface, {&'c.em Lintrofz, the feat of MuN«
Go Murrav, Eiq; was formerly called Todderance, and be-
longed to HavisurToN, Efg; whofe grand-father,
Lord ToppeERANCE, was a Senator of the College of Juf-
tice, and a nephew of the houfe of Pitcur. Lintrofe is a mile
weltward of the church, and is environed by fertile fields
and thriving plantations, Haliburton Houfe, a modern man.
fion, vpwards of half a mile 8. E. of Kertting, formerly the
ordinary refidence of the family of that name, is now the

property

& The University of Edinburgh
The University of Giasgow



4 Statiftical Account

property of Lord Aboyne ®. It ftands in a plain, and is
furrounded by ftately plantations. A detached part of the
parith, called Handirran, lies about 6 miles S. W, and con-
tains a2 gentleman’s feat. The greateft part of the parifh is
level, and inclofed with hedges of thorn, or fenced with
ftone dykes. The fouth part gradually rifes to the fummit
of the Sidla hills, and is partly covered with heath and pai-
ture.

Villages, Riveulets, and Mills—Xettins has 7 villages be-
longing to it, and is itfelf the largeft. The village of that
name, where the church ftands, is pleafantly fituated on a
rivulet, which defcends from the Sidla hills, and paffing
through Coupar, lofes itielf in the Iila, pear § miles W, of
the latter town, after having turned ¢ mills in its courfe.
The number of rivulets within the parith is 2, and they
ferve 10 mills,

Soil,~=The foil is varions. A great part of the low parifh,
the higher grounds chiefly, and the hill ground, have a light
thin foil, and are partly covered with heath and paflure. In
many places a firong red clay or mortar prevails, and in
fome it is wet and {fpungy. The greater part of the parith,
however, is tolerably fertile. Much of this diftrict is let o
fmail tenants, who, befides farming, follow fome trades,
chiefly that of weaving coarfe linen.

Agriculture, Produce, Cattle, (&'c,—~The fame manner of
cropping

* The family of Havisurron were very a@ive in bringing
about the Reformation of the Church of Scotland, and s the
lat century had an extenflive property in this country. 7The
Cafile of Pircur, a mile fouth of the church, and now in ruins,
gave title to the ancient and honourable fainily of Havrisva-
TON, the chief of that name.
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of Kettins, 18

cropping and improvements, that is followed in Coupar and
the neighbouring parifhes, is praflifed here, and the produce
is much in the fame proportion. Here, too, the fame dif-
advantages, fcarcity of firing, and rhe diftance from lime and
coal, operate as a check on the indufiry and improvement of
the farmer.—Th:re are a few dealers in cattle in the parith,
who keep grafs parks, and drive their fed cattle to Falkirk,
or to England —There are now no theep in the parith, A
few were kept to pafture on the hill of Peatie till lately.

Rent and Proprieters.—The valued rent of the parith is
gi129l. 16s. 8d. beptch, The prefent rent is unknown.
The land, at a medium, lets at 17s. Sterling per acre,—The
number of heritors is 8, whereof 4 are refidenr. Lord
ApocrYNE Is chief heritor.

Ecclefiaftical State—The Crown is patron. ‘The {tipend
was formerly 8 chalders ¢ bolls 7 pecksgf viftual, but has
been lately augmented, The church was built in 1968 %,
and repaired in 199¥r. The manfe was built from the foun-
dation in 1792. The name of the prefent incumbent is

Jounx HarLisurTON.

Poor and Schosl.—The poors money, collefted at the church
doors, together with a rent arifing from a mortification on
land, amounts to o 1. yearly. The number of poor at pre-
fent on the roll is 14. The fchool houfe was repaired in

1782, The falary was augmented in 1790, by a decreet of
the

* The church of Ksrrins anciently had fix chapels depen-
ding on it, viz. one at a village called Peatie, another ar Sonth
Cafforr, a third at Pitewr, a fourth at Muiryfaulds, a fifth at Dens
bead, and a fixth on the fouth fide of the village of Kettins.
Moft of thefe were within fmall: inclofures wied as burying

places,
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i6 Statiical Account

the Commillioners of Supply. It was iormerly 1ool. Scotch.
The prefent fchoolmafter has taught with reputation a good
number of years, and has, with his fmall emoluments,

brought up a numerous family,

Population.—The population of Kettins has waried at dif-
ferent periods, as will appear from the following table :

StaTisTicaL T4BLE oF THE Parisyg or KETTINS.

In 14926, the number of examinable perfons above 12

years of age, was * - - - - 1100
‘To which may be added, for thole under that age, at
leaft - - - - - " 300
13400
In 1755, the return to Dr Weblfter was - - 1478
¢ Increafe in 30 years 75
In 1993, the total number of inhabitants was only 1100
Decreafe in 38 years 375
Total number of baptifms, from 1722 to 1726, inclu.
five - - " - - 450
Annual average of ditto during that period - 90
Ditto of ditto, from 1751 to 1755, inclulive - 45
Ditto of burials, during that period - . 40
Ditto of ditto, from 1787 to 1791, inclufive . 33
Families

* The regilter of births and marriages has not been regular-
1y kept for fome years palt. There are no feflion records prior
to the gth of Augaft 1650.—A record of that date mentions
two kirk-feffion regifters before that period.

+. There is nothing remarkable in the proportion of males
and fcma]es_, nor i_n the prices of labour, or of the neceffarics
of life, in this ditrict, diffcrent from thofe of Coupar,
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of Kettins. 37
Families in the parifh 218 Teachers - - 3
Families in Eettins 43 Brewers = - 2
Roman Catholic ditto 1 Smiths - - 6
Widowers - - 5 ‘Wrights - - 13
Widows - - 8 Sieve-makers - 3
Bachelors - - & Day-labourers - 27
TUnmarried women 4 Mafons - - Z
Weavers - - 62 Cooper - - I
Looms - - 100 Flax-drefl:rs - 3
Farmers - - 4t Gardeners - - 2
Drovers - - 3 Bleachers - - 3
Shoemakers - - 2 Public houfes - [

Bleackfieldsy, Longevity, {'c.—There are 3 bleachficids in
the parifh, Borland, Baldinnie, and Kirk-fleps. The two firft
whiten annually 100,000 yards, the laft about 3o,co0 yards.
= Few very remarkable inflances of loagevity have oceurred
within the recolleftion of the inhabitants, though to hear of
people dying at the advanced age of go and upwards is not
uncommon. There was a man alive laft autumn (1793) at
the age of 106. ‘[here are no epidemic difeafles peculiar to
this parith. Inoculation for.the {mall-pox is by no means
general, efpecially among the lower claffes.

Antiquities,—There’ are no Roman ways, nor Druidical
circles in the parifh *. At Camp.muir, a village belonging to
Voi. XVII. C Kettins,

_*®* Some tumuli have lately been found in this parifh, when
digging materials for the turnpike road: One at Pitcur con-
tained at leaft 1000 load of flones. 1n the center of this cairn,
a few Hat unwronght ftones, and without date or charafters,
contained fome human bones. A cairn of a very fmall fize was
tound a mile farther fouth on the new line of road, and [carce
diftinguifhable from the paflure around. In the center, an ura
was iound full of bones,
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18 Staiiftical Account

Kettins, and upwards of 2z mile N. W, of the church, there
are fiill vifible the outlines of a camp, fuppofed to be Re-
man, as noticed in the account of Coupar. At Baldowrie
there is an ereét Danifh monument, 6 feet high. It containg
fome figures, but they are almoft entirely defaced.—The
Caftle of Dores ftood on the fummit of the hill *, fouth

from Pitcur. Tradition reports it to have been fome time
the refidence of MacperTH. The following names are

doubtlefs of Celtic derivation: Baldowrie, Baldinnie, Balunie,
Balgove, and Airdlair.

* On this hill, great quantities of afhes are faid to have been
difcovered. From this circumftance, it is concluded to have
been one of thofe hilis, where fires ufed to be kindled in antient
times, to alarm the country on the approach of an enemy. On
the eaft guarter of this hill, and clofely by the fide of the new
road, the workmen quarrying {tones came upon an excavation
in the folid rock, in which they found fome half confumed
bones of a foft confilence. The hole was about 3 feer wide
either way, and feemed to dire& its courfe towards the fouth.
There was no entrance from above obferved, for at leait half
a mile in any direflion from this place.

NUM.
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