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NUMBER IIL

PARISH OF LATHERON.

(CoUuNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF CAITHNESS,—~DYROD OF
CAITHNESS AND SUTHERLAND).

By the Rev. Mr RosrrT GuN, Miniffer.
e e

Name, Ereilion, and Extent.

HE antient name is LoinN, derived from Luidboin, which
fignifies, in the Erfe, or Gaelic, lodged or bedded bear,
becaufe the lands contiguous to the church are of a good
quality, and yield excellent bear. The modern or Englith
name is Latheron —"The parifh was formerly divided into two
parithes at leaft, if not more, In the title-deeds of Borg, a
part of the eftate of Dunbeath, it is defigned the town and
lands of Nether Borg, lying in_ the parifh of Dunbeath, and
fhire of Invernefs *.—The parifh is 27 miles in length along
the fea coft, and from 10 to 15 miles in breadth in different
parts.

Roads.~~The principal, or only proper road from the

fouth to Caithnefs and Orkney, along the Qrd of Caithnels,
which

* In the hiftory of the wars in Scotland, there is mention
made, .that, in confequence of fome diffenfions between the
Earls of SuruerLanp and Carruxzss, the former fent 200
men into Caithnefs in February 1588, who over-ran the pari-
fhes of Dunbeath and Latheron in a hoftile manner.
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263 Statiftical Account

which divides Caithnefs from Sutherland, paffes through this
parith. This road, when it comes within a mile of the mi-
nifter’s houfe, divides itfelf into two roads, the one paffing
along the fea-fide to Wick, and the other crofling the coun-
try by the Caufaymire towards Thurfo.

Surface, Hills, Sea Coaf?, 80il, t&'c.—The appearance of
the parith is diverfified, partly flat and partly hiily, or moun-
tainous..—The coaft is bold and rocky, rifing perpendicular,
in many parts 100 yards and upwards, above the level of the
fea.—There are immenfe trafts of mofs and muir ground.—
There are three large hills or mountains (befides many fmal-
ler ones), Morvine, Scarabine, and Maiden-Pap. The top of
Morvine is fuppofed to be more than a mile above the level
of the fea. With a clear tky, one will fee from it a part of
16 or 12 different thires. There'is a fine fpring near the
top of it.—The coafl is interfelted by feveral ftraths, on wa-
ters running from the hilly part of the parifh towards the
fea., ‘The ftraths are furrounded with ‘hills or high lands,
which are covered with heath or pafture, interfperfed with a
little bruthwood, The foil in general is fharp, in fome parts
a firong rich clay, in others inclining to griz, or gravel, but
in moft parts interfperfed with maffes of detached rocks, and
loofe ftones, the naked rock appearing often in the arable
lands. The cultivated lands are generally (hallow, yet pro-
ductive of pretty heavy crops. What is not cultivated has
in general a poor appearance, excepting the pafture and
woodlands in the different ftraths.

s

Clistiate, Difeafes, and Longevity.—The climate in general
is dry and healthy.—The moft prevalent difeafes are fevers,
fluxes, and rheumatifms. Fluxes were very prevalent among
the common people in 1782 and 1783, owing, it is fuppofed,
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of Latherom. 2t

to the unfavourable feafons, and the corns being damaged.
Why rheumatifms are much more frequent ameng the coun-
try people now than formerly, no other caufes can be affign-
ed, than the immoderate ufe of {piritvous liquors, and that
they now wear linen next their fkin, inftead of a coarfe kind
.of woollen fiuff of their own making, which they formerly
ufed to wear. Severals have died lately about go years of
age; on¢ man in particular, Hexry CHRIsTIAN in Lyb.
fter, died in 1786, who could not be lefs than from 110 tO
120 years of age, by his own account. He¢ was confidered
as an old man in the infancy of the oldelt people alive in his
neighbourhead.

Mineral Springs, Rivers, Lakes, {&'¢c.—There aré many
fprings in the parifh flightly impregnated with iron, though
none of any great importance.—There are three finall rivers,
Daunbeath, Langwall, and Berrindale, The two laft join with-
in roo yards of the fea, In thefe rivers are caught falmon
and trouts.—There are two {mall lakes, Ranga and Stemp/fier,
where trouts and ecls are found. In the fide of the former,
there are the ruins of a finall fortification, and contiguous

‘to the latter, the remains of a Draidical temple, and the

arch-druid’s houfe.

Fifberies,—There are no fewer than zo different fpecies of
fifh caught on this coaft. Befides the various kinds of fith
confumed by the inhabitants, fuch as turbot, fkate, haddocks,
whitings, cuddings, fellags, dog-fith, mackerels, flounders,
&c. there are three fithings carried on for exportation, the
cod and ling, the herring, and the lobfter. The cod fithing
has been carried on for many years. The ftations are Dun-
beath, Toife, and Clyth, The herring fifhing was only at-
tempted within thefe four years, and promifes to be fuccefs-

ful.
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33 Siatiftical Aeccount

ful. The ftations are Dunbeath and Clyth. It is commonly
about the beginning or middle of July, before they appear
in fuch fhoals as to induce the fithermen to fhoot their nets.
This fifhing continues to the beginning, or even the middle of
September. The lobfter fithing only commenced laft fpring,
(1793)s and fuch numbers do they catch, that many of them
dic before the fmacks take them away, the chefts being fo
full, The ftations are Dunbeath and Lybiter. Two Eng-
litk companies have fent boats and crews to fith this feafon.
The inhabitants propofe to carry on the lobiter fithing a-
gainft next feafon. Thefe companics have a concern in the
cod and herring fifheries, There are from 40 to o boats
of different fizes in the parith.

Propofed Harbours, &c.—In order to improve the fitheries
on this coaft, nothing would be of greater importance than
having two or three good harbours. Dunbeath and Lybfter
feem to be the places beft calculated for this purpofe. Some.
thing might alfo be done at Clyth and Berrindale, at a mo-
derate expence. It would likewife be of advantage to get fome
fithermen to fettle from other parts, and to have the prefent
filhers confined to a houfe and garden, inftead of labouring
fmall tacks, as they do at prefent, which makes the fithing
but a fecondary confideration with them.,

- Population.—As the records have not been regularly kept,
the antient ftate of the population cannot be precifely afcer-
tained. This much, however, is pretty certain, that there
are nearly double the number of inhabitants now, that there
were about 70 years ago, when Mr Andrew Suotherland, the

then incumbent, obtained an augmentation to his living. .

PoruLi-
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PoruraTioN TABLE oF THE Parisy oF LATHERON,

Number of males in 1991 - -
Females wu - -

Total nuraber of Souls - -
Ditto in 1755, as returned to Dr Webfter

Increafe
Number of families - - -

Average of baptifms - - -
Ditro of marriages * - - -

Perfons below 10 years of age - -
between 10 and 20 - -
20 and 5o - -

5o and Go - "
mesnemn 3ged 60 and upwards - .

Number of refident heritors - -
— non-refident ditto - -
Families of Seceders (Antiburghers) -
Ditto of Roman Catholics - -
Number of weavers ¢ - - -
Shoenmakers - . -
Taylors - - -
smps—s WY Cights - - -
Mafons - " -
Smiths - - -

Shop-keepers - - -

* The number of deaths cannot be afcertained, as
8 different burial places in the parifk.

1742
2264

4000
367§

331
796
IS

23

1042
645
1744
4%4
Ist

4006
4

4
20

)
20

15
16

Number

there are

+ Moit of the tradefmen have fmall tacks of land, in the cul-
Siyation of which a good deal of their time is taken up.

o
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24 Statiftical Account

Number of Inn-keepers and whitky fellers - 30
Men fervants - - - 114
‘Women ditto - - - 223

Church.—The prefent incumbent was fettled in September
1775. The ftipend has been lately augmented, and now a-
mounts t0 1000 merks Scotch, befides 60 1. Scotch for com.
munion clements, and 6 chalders of viftual, half mecal half
bear., There is alfo a glebe confifting of 6 acres arable
ground, and fome grafs. Both church and manfc were
built about 60 years ago. They were repaired foon after the
prefent incumbent’s admiffion, They are at prefent under-
going a trifling reparation.—Mifs Scot of Scotftarver is pa-
tron.——There is a miffionary at prefent employed, between
the extremities of this” parith and the parith of Halkirk,
who is principally fupported by the people who bhave the be-
nefit of hearing him.~—Excepting the few families above
mentioned, all the inhabitants belong to the eftablifhed
church.

Sechools.—=There is a parochial {chool. The mafter’s falary is
10e merks Scotch, with 20 1. Scotch for officiating as feffion
clerk and precentor. He has alfo 6d. for every bapti{m,

6d. for each certificate, and ys. 7d. each for marriages.
~There are 2 fchools eftablithed here by the Society for

Propagating Chriftian Knowledge. There are 3 or 4 other
fchools in diftant parts of the parith, fupported by the inha.

Posr~~The number of perfons commonly on the poor’s
roll is from 50 to 8o0.—The only funds arc the Sunday col-
letions, and the fines paid by delinquents; the former is ve-
xy trifling, being fearcely 31, Sterling. The conﬁ:gumf:c is,

tha}:
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of Latheron. 2

that fuch of them as are able to walk about, go from door to
.door, not only within the bounds of the parith where they re-
fide, but alfo in the neighbouring parithes. Two caufes may
be afligned for the colledtions being fo {imall, namely, too great
a difregard to public worfhip among thole of a jfuperior fla-
tion, and the poverty of the common clafles, together with
their being too fond of drinking whifky.

Rent.—The real rent is about 1gool, Sterling. The va-
lued rent, in Scotch money, is 3040l. 1435 5 d.

Agriculture and Produce.— There is a good deal of grain
raifed in, and exported from this parifh.~~There are three
kinds of oats, white, black, and grey, befides beans, potatoes,
and i&caih.—-ﬁnwing of grafs and turnips is only in its infancjr.
This is no doubt partly owing to the fhortnefs of the leafes,
and partly to the want of inclofures. The feed time com-
mences commonly about the end of March, or beginning of
April, and the harveflt about the beginning of September.
The crops on fome of the firath grounds, at a diftance from
the fea, are very apt to be hurt by frofts, blafting, or mildew,
particularly on the Highland éftate of Braemore, The in-
habitants in thefe parts fuffered very much in 1482 and
1784. The common mode of farming among the tenantry
is to fow bear and oats alternately, excepting what ground
. they lay down with potatoes. If the land in this parith had
the fame juftice done to it, which other parts have, by be.
ing refted, and raifing green crops, there is no doubt that it
would yicld as luxuriant crops as moft parts of Scotland.
But the cattle being fmall; little is done by the plough. They
8o four a-breaft, and the driver goes backward, with his face
t¢ the ploughman and the.cattle.

¥ oL. XVII, - D Cattle,
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26 Statiftical Account

Cattle, t'c.—In the Highland part of the parifh the cattle
are {mall and hardy ; there is much room for the improve-
ment of them. The theep and h: ries are alfo of a fmall

kind, excepting Sir JounN Sincrair’s Hock at Langwall,

Number of black cattle in the parilh - - 4055
Sheep, exclufive of Sir JoHN SINCLAIR’S

flock - - - - 2585

S Sir Joun SincLaIr’ flock of Cheviot theep 2200

e Houfes - - - - 1492

— Ploughs - - - - 343

—_— Carts - - - - - 4%

Prices of Lobour and Provifions.~Thefc two articles are
greatly increafed of late years, A day.labourer gets from
8d. to 15. aday ; women 4d. and §d. Men fervants from
31, to 4l. befides 6 bolls of meal, or their maintenance in
the hounfe ; women fervants, befides maintenance, receive
from 30s. to 408. a year.—Pork ar,fl mutton fell commonly
at 3 d. the pound, and even beef in fome feafons of the year.
There is no market in the parith, nor any one nearer than
20 or 30 miles. The gentlemen, for the moft part, muft
therefore kill for their own ufe.

Services.~=It were greatly to be wifhed that fervices were
entirely abolithed, as they are much againft indufiry and
improvement. However, according to the pretent mode of
farming, fome fort of ferviees may be abfelutely neceffary.
Although unlimited fervices arc wearing out by degrees, yet
they are {ill continued in fundry refpefls, which is both fla-
vifh and detrimental to the tenants. ‘L'hey have a tendency

phurt their morals, as well as to hinder induftry and imw
" . provement.

Antiguities.
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Antiguities.—There are feveral old caftles along this coaft,
at Berrindale®, Dunbeath, (ftill inhabited), Knackinnon. Laa
theron,

* According to tradition, Wirriam SurHerraAwp was the
laft who poffefied the caftie of Berrindale. Hewas calied Wie-
riam More Macxsuin, i o Big Wisriam the fon of Hecror,
implying that he was of a gigantic fize. He went o Orkuey
with one of the Earls of CaiTunzss, and was killed in a fkira
mifh there. Before he fet out on this expedition, it is faid he
was prepoffefled with the opinion, that he never would return
to his native country. He lay down on the ground above Ber.
rindale inn, contiguous te the burial place, and caufed the
length of his body to be cut out in the form of a grave, which
to this day retains the name of the long grave, and mealures
about 9 fcet § inches.

The following Memoir refpecting the gigantic WiLL1AM,
grandfen to Hector More ¢f Lancwerr, bas
been communicared by another hand.

About the end of the t5th century, Hrcror Surwerraso,
commonly called Hecror Moreg, or Mekde H:Ger, was proprie-
tor of the eftate of Lasowsrr, He was defcended of the fa-
mily of Dvurrus, and refided in a caftle on the rock at the wa-
ter mouth of Berrydale, the ruins of which are flill wifible He
built a houfe at Langwell, for his eldelt {fon William, who mar.
ried a beautiful woman, and refided there.—~Some litrle time
afterwards, William"s wife was in child bed of her firlt child,
and Robert Gun, tackiman of Braemore, came over the hills o
Langwell, accompanied by fome ot his clan, on a hunting par-
ty. Robert Gun propofed to his friends, that they would pay
a vifit to Heltor More’s fon, and his young wife, which they
accordingly did. Robert Gun, upon feeing the woman in bed,
fancied her. Upon their way home, Gun declared to his com-
panions, that he would have William Sutherland’s wifs to him-
1¢lf, and that the only means by which he could accompiifth his
defign, was to take away her hufband’s life, His friends, whofe
coniciences were por more frait luced than his own, having ap-
proved of his intention, they accompanied him the nesxt day
over the hills, and lay in ambufh in the woods near William
Sutherland’s hounfe, until they oblerved him come out to his

garden,
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28 Statiftical Account

theron, Forfi, Swinzee, and Chlth, Thefe were places of
Jtrength in the days of rapine and violence. INMofl of thefe
caftles

garden, when Robert Gun thot him with an arrow from his
bow.—They went immediately into his houfe, took his wife ont
of bed, and carried her and her infant child in a large bafket
they had prepared for that purpole, to Braemore, where Gun
refided How foon the mother recovered, fhe was reconciled
to Robert Gun, notwithitanding of his murdering her hufband.
She begged of him to call her wfant fon William, after his de-
ceafed father, though fhe kn=w, had her hufband been alive, he
would have named him Hecrtor, after his own father He8or
More. Rohert Gun held the lands of Braemore of the Earl
of Caithnefs in tack, but he would pay no rent to his Lordfhip.
After being much in arrears to the Earl, his Lordfhip fent John
Sinclair ﬂ% Stircock, with z party of men under arms, to
compel Gun to make payment; but Gun convened his clan,
and they defeated John Sinclair with his party, Several were
killed, and John Sinclair was wounded in the engagement.
This fthews that Robert Gun was both a fyrant and an aufurper.
Young Wiliam’s mother lived the remainder of her life with
Robert Gun, and had two {ons by him.—After thefe fons had
arrived at maturity, young William and they went one day a
hunting ; and William, being more fuccefsful than the other two,
killed a roe, which he defired his two brothers to carry home.
They bbjeled to this drudgery, and faid thit he might carry
home his own prey himfelf, But William, who by this time
had heard of his father’s tragical end, told them, with a me-
nacing afped, that, if they would not carry home the roe, he
would revenge fome of their tfuther’s aftions upon them, which
intimidated them greatly, (though they were ignorant of the
caufe of his threatening), as they knew he had more perfonal
firength than them both, he being then about ¢ feet high, and
ftout in proportion ; they accordingly carried home the roe,
and told their mother that William had threatened them in
fuch 2 manner. She communicated this circumitance to their
father Robert Gun, adding, that fhe fufpefted William had
heard of his father’s death. Robert Gun l)fing afraid of young
William’s perfonal ftrength, wifhed to be in friendfhip with him,
and propofed that he thonld marry his (Gun’s) filter, who re-
fided with them in the charaéter of a houie-keeper. Willhiam
did not relith the match, and would not accept of her. Socon
afterwards Robert Gun made a fealt at his houfe, where he col-

leGed
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caftles ftood on a high rock above the fes, and cut off from

the land by a decp dicch with a draw-bridge. Part of the
walls

lefled feveral of his friends, and by fome means or other got
young William fo miuch mtoxicated, that he was carried o bed,
and Robert Gun put his filler to bed with him.—~When Wil
Yiam awskened next morning, he was furprifed to hAnd Gun's
filter in bed with him.—S8he told him, he might recolle&t that
the ceremonies of marnage pafll betwut themn the preceding
evening, and that {he was now his lawful fpoufe. He got up
in.a pallinn, and declared that he was impofed upon, aud that
he would hold no fuch bargain.

obert Gun Hattered him, and faid, that as he was now mar.
ried to his fifler, he would make the match as agrecable 1o him
as poflible, by putting him in poflcion of the clfate of Lang.
well 3 and, in order to accompliili his promife, he, with a few
of his conneftions, concealed thomiclves near Heéflor More's
caflle en the [aid rock, unul early m the morning when the
draw-bridge was let down, they forced their way into the cals
tle, and carried Heétor More (who was then an old feeble man)
out of his caflle, and left him in a cot-houle in the neighbour-
hood, where he remained for fome lLiutle time, and afterwards
went 1o Sutherland, and pafled the remainder of his days with
one of hus relations, Sutherland of Rearchar. '

Robert Gun then returned in triumph to Braemare, and
condulled Wiiliam Sutherland ard his cfpoufed wife to the
faid callle, and gave them alio pefdeflion of the eftate of Lang-
well.—William being very much diffatisficd with Robert Gun's
conduéft, and not hking the company of his filter as a {poule,
went and complained of his grievances to the Earl of Caith-
nefs, who promfcd him redrefs as foon as he returned from the
Orkneys, where he was going t quell a rebellion, along with
the Baron of Roflin, and withed that he, { William ) bewng a very
[lout man, would accompany him. Wilham confented to do
iv; and returned to Berrydale to bid his friends farewe!l before
he would go on fo dangerous an expedition. Juft as he was
parung with them at the burial ground on the Breas, on the
calt ide of the water of Berrydale, he told his friends that he
fufpected he never would return from Oikney ; he then laid
himfelf down on the heath near the faid burial ground, and de-
fired his companions to fix two {flones in the ground, the one at
his head, and the gther at his feet, in order 1o fhew to polterity
his uncommeon lature ; which [lopes remain thers fiill, and the

cxal}
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30 Stratiftical Account

walls of the old caftle at Achaifal {till remains entire *, and
human bones are ﬂccaﬁonall}r found in the ruins,— T here are

alfo the remains of many piltifth caftles to be found interfper(-
ed throughout this parith, and likewife feveral artificial
cairns, fome of a fquare form, others circular. They are now
covered with grafs or heath., OSome of them are {fo high

withio,

exa& diftance between them is g feet g inches. Tradition alfo
mentions his height to have been above g feet. He went with
Lord Caithnefs, &c. to the Orkneys, where he, as well as the
Earl and his fon, were killed. This happened in the year 1530.
The cauvfc of the faid rebellipn was this j-—In the yesr 1530,
King James V. granted the iflands of Orkney to his natural
brother James Earl of Murray, and his heirs.male. The inha-
bitants tuvok umbrage that an over.lord fhould be interpofed
between them and the fovereizn, and rofe in arms under the
command of Sir James Sincluir of Sandy, L.ord Sinclair Ba-
ron of Roflin, and Sinclair Earl of Caithnefs, were fent
with a party of men to quell the rebels ; but the flunders de-
feated them, and the Earl with his fon, and William More Su.
therland, who accompanied them, were killed. The Caithnefs
men who furvived, carried back the Earl of Caithnefs’s head, to
be interred in his Lordfhips burial place in Caithnef,

* The old caftle at Achaiftal was built and poffefled by John
Beg, third fon to the Earl of Sutherland. In thofe times

ties of robbers or freebooters ufed to infelt this county. A
party of thefe came to John Beg’s houfe, and infilted that he
fhould pay a certain fum in name of tribute to them, other-
wife they would plunder his houfe, and carry away his cattle.
John Beg feemed very pallive to them, and entertained them
very fumptuoufly, until he got them all intoxicated, by firong
ale mixed with the juice of wipht/bads, when he ordered them
to be conveyed to the upper apartments of his caftle. He then
removed his family and furniture, and put them on board a
wveffel at the water mouth of Berrydale; and having collefed
a great quantity of ftraw and brufh-wood into the lower part
of his houfe, he fet fire to it, which foon deftroyed the robbers,
and confumed all the caltle, excepting a part of the walls.
John Beg returned, with his family, to Sutherland. ‘T'radition
gi“;d no account of the time in which thefe tranfaftions hap-
Ptn -
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within, that a perfon of an ordinary fize may almoft ftand
eret. The walls are well built, and covered with flags,

Coves, ¥o'z.—A great many caves are to be met with on
this coaft, fowne of which run up fo far under ground, that
none have been able to get to the end of them. They are
inhabited by vaft numbers of feals, many of which are kil-
led by the inhabitants in the month of November, in their
fuhterraneous habitations. The employment, however, is
dangerous ; for fhould the wind blow hard from the fea,
thefe adventurers are in danger of being loft.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—This parifh has feveral ad-
vantages, The fca coaft, as has been obferved, abounds with
. great variety of fith. The prices of labour and provifions,

although increafed of late years, are ftill reafonabie in com-
. parifon of moft other parts of the kingdom. As an alt of
© Parliament has lately been obtained to convert the ftatute
! labour into money, it is to be expeéted that good roads and
bridges, of which there is much need, will be the happy cone
fequence. The want of harbnurhs is a very preat difadvan-
tage. There is not a proper one from Cromarty to Orkney.
And the want of proper markets for the produftions of the
parifh is another. The thortnels of leafes, and the want of
inclofures, are alfo great impediments to indufiry and ime
provements in apgriculture.—~There are by far too many
whilky boufes im the parifh, which is a great incitement to
the lower clafles of people, to hurt their health and morals,
and to confume their time and fobfiagce. The want of
jultices of the peace is another grear difadvantage, There
is only one gentleman who adts in that capacity, in this vcrj-
populous and extenfive parith. The confequence of this s,
that the police is very much neglefted. I the cafe were

' nther:.
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-otherwife, many grievances would be redrefled, and miany
difputes fettled, without going before the fherifficourt.—
There is an old pra€lice, which ftill prevails in fome places,
and which is very detrimental to hufbandry., It is common-
ly termed rig and rennet. A number of tenants have their
houfes perhaps clofe to one another. Inftead of every one
having his land in one place, it is fcattered here and there,
feveral tenants having different fhares in one field, or a rig a

picce alternately. Befides ftopping the progrefs of improve-.
ment, wranglidly and {irife among ncighbours, in fowing and
reaping, are often the confequences. If fome manufctures
were cftablifhed on this extenfive and populous coaft, they
would be of great confequence to the inhabitants. If they
drunk more beer, and lefs whifky, it would contribute great-
ly to their happinefs and comfort. Thefe, and fome other
difadvantages, under which the inhabitants labour, will no
doubt be remedied in due time *.

® Ag the boundaries between Caithnefs and Sutherland lie
in this parifh, it may not be improper to give the following ac-
count of them, as inferted in M‘Farlane’s Geographical Collee-
tions, (A. M. 5. in the Advocates Library) vol. I p. 198, where
there is a defcription of _the parifh of Latheron.

és The hill of the Ord is that which divides Sutherland and
w« Caithnefs. The march i+ a fmall rivulet, called the Burn of the
¢ Ord, which takes its rife from fome {prings near the top of
¢« the hill. The fouth fide of the hill is very fteep, floping all
¢« glong to the top of a rock, which is many fathoms high.
*s Crofs the fouth fide of this hill is the common paflage to and
«t from this country. 'The road bath not been fo very dange-
¢ yous as at firlt view it would appear to the traveller, for the
et whole face of the hill to the top of the rock has been covered
« with heath, fo that though a perfon’s-foot might {lip, he was
‘¢ not in great danger ; but whether through moor burning, or
# fome other accident, it hath happencd fome few years ago,
¢ that the heath was all burnt, and now it looks more frighttul
« than formerly, but the road, by the pains of 3ir James Sin-
* clair of Dunbeath, is made fo broad that 3 horfes can ¢onve-
] s niently

I The Umiversity of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



of Latheron, 33-2

¢t niently ride it abrealt. . little to the eafl of the Burn of the
¢ Ord, awbich is the march, there is a pleafaht green moat, called
¢t the Dunglals, as high as the top of the rock. Since the
¢¢ heath was burat, paflengers, who obferve, may fee the veftiges
* of a ditch, digged up Enm the faid Don, all along the top
“¢ of the rock, until it come to a burn, near the top of the Ord,
¢4called Aultnuder, a {mall rivulet rifing from the moraffes
* about a mile above the top of the forefaid rock. The top of
¢ the Ord is large ¢ miles of bad road to the fouth-weft of the
¢ church.”

This feems to put the matter beyond all doubt, in addition
to which it may be obferved, that the mountain of the Ord is
exprefsly included in the charters of Langwell,

The people of Sutherland are ready to acknowledge that the
burn of the Ord is the boundary, but fome in the n:ighbﬂur-
hood pretend, that they have acquired a fervitude of common
over the ground in the neighbourhood, though fituated in the
county of Caithnefs. But it feems impoflible thar charters, re-
Siridied te landr in the county of Sutberland, can be the means of
acquiring even a right of common, over lands in another conne
ty, that of Caithnels.

The Burn of the Ord is certainly the patural divifion be.
tween the two counties ; and until the roads were made, the
cattle and fheep of Sutherland could hardiy get into Caithnefa
at that place.

When the roads were made, it was agreed by both parties to
begin at the burn of the Ord, as the point of divifion between
the two countics.

The point was incidentally decided at the Cirenit Counrt,
when the bridge was ordered to be built over the Burn of the
Ord, as being the boundary.

Within thefe few years, Mr Howifon, who rents the kelp
fhores on the eatt coait of Sutherland, as is afferted on the au-
thority of Mr Gordon, late of Aufdaie, guarrelied his men for
going farther than the Burn of the Ord, being beyond their
right and privilege.

Many nl_d men now living can fufficiently prove the bounda-
ry in queftion. William Campbell, late of Aufdale, an old man
above Bo, knew it well,

N U M-
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