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NUMBER XXIV.

PARISH OF BOHARM.

(CounTiES oF BANFF aND MoBAY.—PRESBYTERY OF
ABERLOUR,—5YNOD oF MoRravy.)

By the Rev., My Francis LesLie, Miniffer.

Gesgrapby and Natural Hiffory,

HE ancient name is Bocharin ; in the original fignify-
ing the bow about the cairn, or rocky hill, from jts
furrounding nearly three parts of the bottom of the moun-
tain of Beneageen. The length, between the parith of Mort-
lich, at the weft, and the parifh of Bellic, at the eaft, is from
= to g Englifh miles ; the breadth, from the parifh of Do-
triphnie, at the fouth, to the higheft cultivated land on the
mountain, northward, is from 2 to 3 Englith miles; but the
figure of the panifh is {o irregular, that thefe meafures arc to
be regarded as the mean, rather than as the particular length
and breadch.

The general appearance of the country may be conceived
as an extenfive valley from eaft to welt, having all the arabie
land hanging on the declivities of both fides, there being lit-
tle or no plain on the banks of the brocks, which, rifing in
the hills, bend their courfes to either hand ; to Fiddich, on
the weft; and, by the caft, turning by the north-weft to
Soey. From this general defeription, Airndilly, the feat of

David M‘Dowall Grant, Efg; falis to be excepted, being de-
}ightﬂ.l?}f
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Nightfully fituated on a rifing ground, above a- pretty exten-
five plain, half encircled by rhe Spey, in the fouth-weftern
end of the parith, near to which, a little farther down'the
river, lie the haughs of Kailymore, a part of the fame eilate,
fignifying the great weed ; which epither, in fome degree, it
ftill comparatively merits. The foil here is fandy, warm,
and fertile 3 bur, in general, over the reft of the parith, it is
a ftiff, ﬁch, deep clay, generally on a bed of lime-fione, and
very retentive of water, with which it is too frequently fup-
plied, the fummit of the nmur_lrain attraling or intercepting
the clouds berne along from the ocean by the vorth and
north-welterly winds, on which account the harvefts are
rather late; and, though the air be moift, yet there is no
diftemper generally prevalent. ‘I'he people are vigorous and
healthy ; and feverals attain to the longeft term of human
life, there being at prefent feveral men, €ach 8o, and one
woman accounted 100 years of age.

The water of Fiddich, turned almoft ar right angles, from
an ealtern to a northern courfe, along the welt end of the
parith, fteals in to the river bpey, which is only navigable
for floating timber down from Strath Spey, part of which is
manufaflured into plank, deal, {par, and fcantling, by two
{aw-mills at the Boat of Drigg. ~ It is hardly acceflary to no.
tice here the excellent {falmon caught in the Spey, as the
public are already {ufficiently appriled of this particular.

The charter of Moray has preferved the memorial of the
bridge over Spey at this place. Part of the foundation of
the fouthern pier flill remains. It has been fuppofed the
bridge was of timiber. Here allo ftood 2/he E'Ergﬁf! of St Ni=
cholas—s¢ Ad receptionem Pauperum tranfeuntium.” Doth the
bridge and hofpital were extant in the year 1232; but few

particulars of their hiltory or deftruclion remain,
It
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It may be mentioned, that it is fuppofed pralticable t&
build a flone-bridge here for about the fum of 3000l Ster-
ling, whuch, befides certain conveniencies peculiar to this
fituation, would comprehend alfo all the requifite accommo-
dation to the public ; for, if the high-way were continued
from where it joins the road between Keith and Fochabers,
at the fouth end of the laft of thefe villages, in the fhorteft
gourfe, to the Boat of Brigg, the diftance from Cullen to El-
gin would not be increafed above g Englifh miles on the
whole, on a road as firm, and lefs expofed to depth of {now,
than the prefent high-way from Fochabers to Elgin.

P@uiamn..—*rhe ancient fiate of the population of the
parifh cannot now be alcertained, farther than that it does
not appear that the number of farm-houfes, or the extent of
arable land, has been any way materially alterced from what
they were in times very remote,

Of late years, the population has been rather on the de-
creafe, owing to feveral fmaller farms, on which from 2 to
6 families refided, being reduced into a fingle farm, and oc-
cupied by a fingle family.

At prefent, the number of perfons amounts to 1294, of
whom 5§88 are males, and 706 females.

‘They all refide in the country, and fcllow the occupation
of huibandry, with the exception of the few craftfmen who
are requifite for that objeét, and for the more immediate ac-
commodation of the people. There are none who have left
the parifh for want.of employment 5 yet a few go fouthward
in fummer, on account of the higher wages given in that
part of the kingdom.

There has never been any accurate repifter kept of bap-
tiims, marriages, or burials. Thefe parf]culars, therefore,
cannot with any {atisfaltory precifion be afcertained.

Produllions
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Produflions of the Parifb.~Qats, barley, and peafe, are the
kinds of corn principally raifed. There are ficlds of fown
grafs, bearing, however, little proportion to the natural lic
grafs and common pafturage. Of the corn, there may be
about two third parts in cats, the remaining third in barley
and peafe, in which part the potatoe and flax may be alfo
included.

The oats and peafe are fown from the beginning of March,
as the feafon allows, to near the middle of May; and the
barley feed-time is generally completed before the i1ft of
June. The harveft begins from about the middie of Augufi:
to the middle of September. In fome years, of late, it has
not begun beforé the firft week of Oftober. Its conclufion,
of courfe, muft be at different times ; and it has been, of
late, accounted early, if completed by the end of November.

On the eftate of Airndilly, if the different banks and
clumps be regarded as a2 whole, thercis a confiderable ex-
tent of natural wood, in which wild cherries, plumbs, and
geens, are interfperfed. On this eftate there are alfo exten-
five plantations of fir and pine, and other foreft trees ; and
fimilar plantations have alfo rifen up on the eftate of Auch-
luncart, and on the lands in this parith appertaining to the
Farl of Findlater, and which are not deftitute of natural
wood. '

The black cattle among the country tenants, though not
of great bone, are accounted handiome, and of a fine figure.
‘The ordinary price of a yoke of oxen may be from 81. to
igh Sterling ; and fome have been {old at a higher rate.
A milk cow may fell from 31. or 41 to 61, Sterling; and a
fcore of wedders, with tac ficece, from 61 to gl. Sterling,

Mifcellancous.~Tt muft be accounted a difadvantage to the
greater part of the parith, that it is fo much expofed to rain
Vor. XVil, Lz in

L
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in the end of fummer, and during the autumn ; and, from
the coldnefs of the foil, the fnow lies long in the fpring, fo
that the feafons are later ; much of the corn not fully ripen.
ed 3 much loft; and much vexatious trouble in harveft, evils
to which the oppofite fide of the Spey are comparatively not
expoled ; while, on the other hand, the near and more eafy
accefs to the cattle fairs during the fummecr, the abundance
of narural pafture and lime-fltone, are advantages which the
neighbourhood on the north fide of that river do not {o
amply poflefs.

‘The parith is at prefent poflefled by 4 heritors. David
M+ Dowall Grant, Efg; has the dands of Airndilly, Papeen,
Newiown, Gallval, and Auchmadies. The Earl of Findlater
holds the barony of Mulben, the lands of Cairnty and Mul-
deiry. Andrew Stewart, Efq; writer to the fignet, has the
barony of Auchluncart. Archibald Duff of Drummuir, Efq;
has the farm of Knocan., 7The valued rent of the parith is
28401, Scotch., The real rent of the whole has not been
afcertained.

The Scorch iz the only language fpoken in the parifh ;
but, with a few exceptions, the names of the places belong
to the Earle tongue.

There are no funds for the fupport of the poor, except
two imall mortifications, amounting ounly to 8L, 10s, Sterl,
together. "T'he number of poor on the roll may amount to
17. '
The ruin of the cafile of Gallvall is the only remain of
any- thing that can be deemed antiguity in the parith, It
was built fronting the eaft, on the north fide of the vailey
towards the weftern end, where the declivity hath fallen
more gently inte an inclined plain, and fthot a2 promontory
into the deep defile, formed by the courle of the fiream of
Aldermy ; fnugly theltered from the northern blaft, with an

enlivening
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erlivening extent of arable field, rifing behind on ecither
hand ; a luxuriant landicape, fpread weftward on the wind.
ing banks of the Fiddich, glittering through the meadows
and woods, decorated by the fteady battleasents ot the caltles
of Balvenie and Auchendown, each on its own gicen hill,
and terminated by the fummits of the blue muwuntans, ranged
at a diftance around, feeming to debar all isruption upon the
fequefiered vales. It bore lirtle refemblance 1o the other
caftles of the feudal lords, whofe towers, or fquare or round,
of various heights and form, projected tor the proteétion of
the intermediate walls, It appears to have been a fimple
firufture of an 119 by 24 feet within, divided by an internal
wail, fo as to form two halls on the ground four, one 65,
and the other g4 feet in length, The windows were only
20 inches wide, though the walls were 8 teet thick, built up
in frames of timber, for keeping in the fluid mortar which
was poured into the dry {tone-wally, when rafced to a certain
height., The ftront and corners were neatly finithed with
frec-ftone from the quarries of Duflus, at the dittance ot 20
miles, on the other fide of Spey, the nearelt where luch
ftone could have been procured. ‘L'he front and gabies are
now entirely broken down ; but, within thele go years, they
ftood 1o the height of feveral ftories.  Abour that period,
feveral filver {poous were found among the rubbith, having
the handle round, snd hellow hike a pipe; and the concave
part, or thell, perfeétly circular,

"["his bulky fabric, which on the eaftern front had lower
external acconimodauons, in the year 1200 was denominated
Cafteilum de Bncharin. It then belonged to the I:'frtﬂ-:yns
of Duffus, by whow it was no doubt built. By affuming the
titke e Moravia, from their connection with that country,
they brecame the auvrhor of that firname. They were once

poflcfled of many a fair domain in the north, namely, Duffus,
Duldavie,
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Duldavie, Dalvey, Inverallen, and Kirkdales, in Moray;
Airndilly, Aikenwail, Boharm, Botriphnie, then Botruthin,
Kmermum:, then Cere Kainermonth, in Banff {hire ; and in
Nairn or Invernefs, Brachlie, Croy, Ewan, Lunyn, and Pcrty,
as appears by the charter of Moray, from the 1100 to 1286.
At this day, they are reprefented, in the 20th generation,
by the Duke of Atholl, Captain Sutherland of Duffus, and
Mr Murray of Abercairny.

It is alfo by the charter of Moray infirufted, that, be-
tween the year 1203 2nd 1222, William, the fon of William
¥Frefkyn, obtained the confent of Brucius, Bifhop of Moray,
for building a domeftic chapel, for the more commodious
pcrfn-rmam:c of the offices of devotion. It ftood on its own
confecrated burying-ground, forfaken only in the courfe of
the laft 6o years, about o yards from the porth end of the
caftle; and, though only 24 by 12 feet within, muft have
been the parent of the prefent parifh church, which, with
feveral others, was erefted ar the private expence of James VL.
for civilizing the north of Scotland, in the year 1618, at
which period the parifh of ﬂlrndlﬂ‘j’ may be fuppoied to
have been annexed.

A part alfo of the parilh of Dundurcos has been of late
conjoined, and a new church erected about two miles eaft.
ward, in a fituation which fome fuppofe to be more centri-
cal. But the ftipend, after borh annexations, including the
allowance for communion ¢lements, is only 751 7s. 254,
Sterling,

Although it is not certainly known that any man of pecu-
liar eminence was born .in the parith, yet it may be proper
to notice, that Mr James Fergufon, the aftronomer, received
the rudiments of his education here, under the patronage of
the grandtather of the prefent Mrs Grant of Airndilly. Mr
Fergufon has himfelf publithed his life : It is only neceffary

therefore
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therefore here to add, that, while a little boy whoe could
hardly read, and employed in tending the cows, the family
clock was the firft objet which elicited thofe fparks of me-
chanical genius which in due time {lmm: with fuch a bright
and vigorous flame,

1 he people, on the whele, are indufirious, economical,
obliging, and kiad, according to their manners and circume
{tances ; very attentive to the national religion ; and there
is no remembrance of any bhaving been judicially puni&'ﬁ:i
for the violation of the laws of morality or juftice, Ther
appear, in general, to enjoy the neceffaries, and many of the
comforts of life, and to be contented with that fituation in
the world which has been allorted to them by Providence.
There are means by which their circumftances might be
meliorated ; but, it being extremely probable they will not
be adopted, it may be decmed officious to enumerate them
here.

The difficulty and expence of procuring hands for the
operations of agriculture, and the want of 3l police, either
conventional or legal, refpefling this objeét, has of late been
fo heavily and univerfally felt, that perhaps any fpeculation
that might contribute to turn the attention of the more dif-
cerning to this interefting objell, may not be deemed entire-
ly nugatory.

In fo far as this grievance hath arifen from the diminithed
value of money in the prefent opulent age, when, as in the
days of Solomon, it may be faid ¢ of flver, that it is not any
¢ thing accounted of;” it cannot be regarded as any caufe of
complaint ; for the price of labour muft be proportional to
that of other articles : But, in fo far as the evil arifes from
the combined frand, the falfehood, the ftubbornnefs, and
the domineering infolence of that rank of fociety, it ought

to be reprefled, although in due confifience with the rights
of
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of men ; and much delicacy, in this regard, is no doubt re.
quifite. It might tend, perhaps, to check the evil, were
every agricultural {fervant, by law, obliged to produce to the
mafter with whoms he engages, and to the church feflion of
the parith, when r-quired, a certificate fromy the mafler
whom he left, granted before two leyal witnefles, of the
wages which he received, and of the difcretion, fdelity, and
diligence, which he maintsined during the period of his pre.
ceding fervice ; the engaging mciler to forfeit equal to a
quarter of year’s wages, and the {ervant as much, to the pa-
rith fund, for every omiffion of fuch fr.rrﬂlmhty; to be re-
covercd at the inftance of the calbier of the feilion, by the
warrant of one juftice of the peace, or other judge ordinary,
in the fame fummary manaer in which the fines are levied
on the ablentees from the ftatute labour on the roads.

Thofe who have been attentive to the operation of any
new law, will be able perhaps to form a judgment of the ef-
feét of fuch an eftablifhment, were it {o framed as to admit
of ecqual execution in England and in Scotland. It does not
appear that it could be attended with much inconvenience to
either party 3 and, while it would, in general, prevent ime-
pofition on the mafter who engages, by an exaggerated ac-
count of the wages paid by the laft mafter, as is now fo ge-
nerally the cafe, it would, in many inftances, have the effeét
of rendering the fervant difcreet and diligent during the
term of his fervice, when fo much as a quarter’s wages de-
pended on his behaviour.

Other improvements refpeting diet, and the hours of la-
bour, might be fugpefted ; but it is probable the effclt alone
of the certificate may render thefe unneceflary : At any rare,
if regulations refpedling the contraét between mafter and

{ervant fhall be taken under the confideration of Legiflarure,
ﬂ\’f_r}f
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every thing of this kind will be maturely digefted, and fuffi-
ciently provided for,

By the naufeous draught of train ¢il in Lapland, and the
more difgufting beverage of Otaheite, it may be inferred,
that man cannot be fatished wicth the fimple element alone of
water, From the different circumnfiances concomitant on
the excife law in England and in Scetland, it would not be
difficult vo inveftigate why beer has becn the prevailing drink
among the peafantry of the fouthern, while ardent fpirits
has fo univerfally ob ained among the fame rank in the
northern end of the ifland, to which muft be ateribured their
afperated and contrated features, rather than to the influ-
ence of their climare.

The Secretary of State for this department, by the refto-
ration of its ancient families to their paternal forrunes; by
increafing the independence of its judges, particularly the
oheriff-iubfiitures; on whom the adminiftration of juftice
among the poor fo much depends; by providing tor the in-
terelt of the feamen and their conneétions; and by the re-
peal of the tax on water-borne coal, hath merited more of
his native country than all his predecefiors in office to-
gether. Charafters {o highly refpeftable are unpopular
only among the blindeft of the mob. To him it would be
eafy to model the ldw in fuch a manner, that beer, infiead of
whifky, fhould in a thort time be generally adopted by all
the labouring people in Scotland ; and, by this means, while
he would contribute te maintain, in a high degree, the puri-
ty of the moruals, and the foundnefs of the conftitutions of
his counrrymen, he would at the fame time expand their
countenances, and improve their whole exterior form to the
higheft clegance of {ymmetry and beauty.
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