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NUMBER V.

PARISH OF LECROPT.

(PRESBYTERY OF DUNBLANE.~—SyYNOD AND COUNTIES
OF PERTH AND OSTIRLING.)

Drawn up by the Rev. Doflor JTanEs RoperTson, Miniller
of Callander, from Materials furnifbed by the Rev. Mr
Joun Kinross, Minifler of Lecropt,

H—-ﬁ-—w—-d

Eiymology of the Nanme.

ECROPT is derived from two Gaelic words, which fig-
L nify one half jirm or dry land, alluding to the natural
divifion of the parith into high and low, dry and wet foil
One half is upland or elevated ground, the other is adead flat
of clay land, which muft have been one continued morafs,
when the fea retired from the extenfive valley, in which the
Forth now winds its way to the ocgan.

Situation, Form, Rivers, Exient, | Surface, {o'c.—About two
thirds of this parifh are fituated within the county of Perth,
and one third in the county of Stirling. Its latitude is g6°.
11, N. and its longitude 47°. W. of Edinburgh.—Its form
is not far removed from an equilateral triangle.—~The river
T eath bounds it on the 5. W, where it meets the Forth and
the .A/an on the E. 'The fouthern point is where the Allan

falls into the united fireams of the other two. From L. to
W.
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1.3 Statiftical Account

‘W. it extends about 3 miles, and nearly about as much from
N. to 5. It contains about 2000 acres of ground, one half
of which is a rich clay, the other half up-land, or what is
generilly called dry-field. The clay foil on the fouth is di-
vided frun the up land by a beautiful bank, which crofies the
Perifh, almoit parallel to the north fide, and nearly at ong
third of the diftance between it and the fourthern extremity.
—-fa all the clav iand there is not a fingle ftone or pebble;
it 1s therefore inclofed and fubdivided with hedge and ditch,
or with open drains. The up-land, which is feparated from
the carle by the bank, and rifes backward with a gentle af-
cent, is alfo inclofed, cither with fione walls, or hedge and

ditch.

Profpel?,—From the bank up Lecropt, there is one of
the fineft profpets in this part of the ifland, which has
heen always admired by every perfon of tafte. The
Forth, the Teath, and the Allan unite their flreams,
and form the largeft river in North Britain, in the cham-
paign country, on the fouthern borders of the pariih.
Their waving banks being clad with the richeft crops, the
fnug fteadings of farms, the hedges neatly trimmed, the
lofty trees, through which the {moke afcends from the dwei-
lings, and the buly hand of man, engaged in the various o-
perations of agriculture, beautify and enrich the fcene.—On
the oppofite fide of this fertile valley, the Caftle of Stirling
rcars its head in rude magnificence, on the fummit of a rock,
and leads the mind to review the hiftory of years that are
paft, when it was the refidence of the antient kings of Scot-
land. The huge rock of Craigforth on the one fide of the
Caftle, and the Abbey Craig on the other, form, with the
Caftle itfelf, three vaft and detached piles, about the

diftance of a mile from cach other ; and, like the pyramids
of
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of Egypt, look down on an extenfive traft of flat country,
where no other eminence intervenes ®. The tower of the
abbey of Cambuikenneth, in one of the finks of the Forth,
where the afhes of the weak and unfortunate Jamzgs Il refk
in peace from the tumult of civil difcord, and the conflitk.of
contending fations ;—the ftately bridge of Stirling, through
which the Forth holds his majeftic courfe to the occan; his
long circuitous links, through innumerable farms and thrive
ing villages, and the floops failing along thefe linka in all di-
rections, amidft trees and houfes, feaft the eye with the plea.
fant profpect, and delight the mind with the grateful idea of
indufiry and of wealth.—~The diftant hills of Dundaff, on
the fouth-weft, ({till the property of the defcendants of thae
gallant hero who broke the Roman barrier), the hills of Fal.
kirk on the fouth, famous for the bloody rencounter between
Liberty and Defpotifin ; the green Ochils on the ealt, piled on
one another ; Ben-vor-lich+ on the north; Benledi§ and Bey-
lemznd § on the weft, which raife their venerable heads to the

clmds,

# Thefe mafles, and all other detached rocks, and many of
our mountain rocks, in this part of the world, prefent a rugged
front uniformly to the weft, and have a tail of carth in the oppo-
fite dire@®ion. The wellern coalt of Britain, and meft other
iflands, prefert a beld fhore of high rocks, while the tand.on
the caft flopes generaily by an inclined plane, and dips gradually
into the fea. The Britith rivers, for the mo@ part, fiow calt«
ward. This is the cafe in many other countries, efpecially in
America. Whether this phenomenon be owing to the current
of the general deluge, or to the diredtion in which the carth re.
volves round its axis, or to the eaflern inclination of the coun=
try, is perhaps nncertain ; but there appears to bé rio doubl,
that it is owing to fome general eaufe; and thete is as litvle
duqht, that a large flone, or a rock, in a river which .is not vary
rapid, gathers a 1ail on that fide to which the curreat flows,

T The mountain of great flags.

§§ TFor the etymology of thefe names, fee the account of
Carraxper, Vel, XI. Neo. L.
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48 Statiffical Account

clouds, all diverfify the landfcape, add grandeur to the profe
pect, and prepare the foul for contemplation.

Soil, Cultivation, Minerals, &c.—The foil in the carle has
been rendered more produétive, by draining the {wamps, by
laying a greater quantity of lime annually on the land than
ufed formerly to be done, and by fireighting the ridges in
feveral places. The foil in the higher grounds is in general
loam upon a till bottom, and in many places a fiff till, with-
out any mixture of loam, efpecially where the land is fpoury.
A great part of the upland, fo lately as’ 20 years ago, was
covered with furze and broom, which have been grubbed out
by the farmers, fince the knowledge of improvement, and
the defire of indufiry have been introduced into this coune-
try ; and their labour has been amply rewarded by abundant
crops. The land, where furze ufed to grow, is now a ftrong
generous foil ; and its firength may in every cafe be eftima-
ted by the fize and luxuriance of the whins, in its natural
ftate. The {oil which carries broom, in its uncultivated ftate,
is not fo fltrong as the former ; but it is a trufty foil, and
will make good returns of the ordinary crops, when tenderly
dealt with, and allowed occafionally to reft in grafs, Where
whins and broom are mixed, the foil is firong or light, in
the degree in which either of thefe prevails; and to encou.
rage the hufbandman fill farther, fuch land feldom requires
draining, where thefe plants are found. Blocks of granite
have been blown in different places off the higher grounds,
and removed at confiderable expence; and land which was
lately in a ftate of nature, lets now at a guinea an acre in
pafture. Where the foil was fpouty, at the fkirts of the hills,
covered drains have been made; but in the clay land the

drains are all open,

Climate,

% The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



of Lfﬁmﬁr. 49

Climate, Difeafes, and Laugmffy.—-—tn the carfe, intermittent
fevers were very frequent fome time ago, occafioned, princi-
pally, by the dampnefs of the country ; but fince the ground
has been drained, and the inhabitants are more comfortably
lodged and fed, all diftempers, arifing from a relaxed habit,
are netther lo common nor fevere.~~There is nothing cxtra-
ordinary in the ftature or longevity of the people. Abour
the beginning of 1794, there died in the carfe a perfon’aged
93. Several perfens, now alive, enjoy good health at the
age of 8o, The people in general are healthy and hardy,
inured, from the]rqnfancy, te the laborious exercifes of agri-
culture, which, by their improved ftile of living, they are
not only enabled to undergo with fuccefs, but with comfort
and eafe, '

Produce, {&e.--The produce is wheat, barley, oats, peafe,
beans, clover, and rye-grafs ; and in up-lands lefs wheat and
beans, but in their place more turnips, flax, and potatoes of
various kinds.—The wheat is fown in the latter end of Sep-
tember, and during the whole month of O&ober, ufvally af-
ter {fummer fallow., The farmers begin to fow peafe and
beans in February, and oats as early in March as the feafon
will allow. The fowing of barley is genecrally finithed by
the 1t of May. Potatoes are planted about the middle of
May, which is alfo the {feafon for the barley feed time in the
up-land. The turnips are fown in June. The wheat yiclds
about 10 bolls an acre, having 8 or 10 chalders of lime laid
on the preceding fallow. The harveft begins about the mid-
dle of Auguft, and is finifhed in 6 weeks thereafier, when the
feafon is favourable. The wheat fells generally at 2rs. and
fometimes more, by the boll; the barley from 18s. to 225.3
meal commonly at 16s. The barley is fommetimes fown by

itfelf, and fometimes mised with Chefter bear. The oats,
Vor. XVILIL. G moft
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molt frequently cultivated in this parith, are the old Scotch
kind. The Cupar Grange fpecies is alfo intreduced. The
beans have always a mixture of about one-third of peafe.

I ages and Prices of Proviffons, —Servants wages have rifen
confiderably within thefe few years. A bred ploughman
cannot be hired for a year under gl. or 10l.; a maid-fer-
vant charges 3l. and upwards. Common labourers get I s.
a day and their vi€tuals. Beef fells at between 4 d, and 5 d.
per lib. ; mutton commonly at 43d.; a pair of good barn
fowls at 28. 6d.; eggs at 6d. or 8d. tHe dozen ; butter at
1o d. the lib.; and cheelfe at 4 d.

Farm Houfes,—=The farm houfes have lately undergone
great improvements, owing to the general {pirit of induitry,
and the defire of convenience, which has been {preading for
fome years thtough this part of the kingdom, in zvery de-
partment of rural economy *. The dwellings are well light-
ed, and confilt of 3 or more #partments ; and the farmers
have generally a clock in every family, and other furniture
in proportion, comfortable and convenient.—-They have kilns
for drying grain, with brick floors, and fome with caft iron

floors.

Cattle.~In the carfe farms, few black cartle are kept, but

they pay great attention to the rearing of horfes. In the
more

* Ahout 20 years ago, the houfes were meanly conftrufted,
without light, without air, and without ccommnd:ttmn, which
mull have been very injunious to the health of the inhabitants,
and, together with the wetnefs of the fuil, proved the concomi-
tant caufes of premature ald ige, and of many local diltempers.
The lute Arcuisard Stiering of Kier, and moll of the other
prosmztois at the end of the laft leafes, inclofed and fubdivided
the forrn Pl near fteadings of houfes in centrical places, and

shern with ciles o blue {lutes,
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more elevated parts of the parifh, the farmers rear more
cows, and pay confiderable attention to the dairy, which to
them is a great fource of profit. Their {oil is well adapted
for pafture, whereas the clay foil is more produltive in bear.
ing crops of grain. There is no mountainous ground in the
parith, and therefore there are no fheep farms; fome large
inclofures, which are let to graziers, are itocked with lheep:
And from the richnefs of their gl:ai"s, and their vicinity to
the market, they ake good returns,

Mefs.~TIt is evident, from a variety of circumftances, that
the flac land in this neighbourhood was formeriy covered
with a ftratum of mefs. This mofs was compoled of the de.
ciduous parts of trees, which iprung up from the rich bed
of clay that was expoled, when the fea retired from that ex-
teniive valley, in which the Forth flows from the head of
Monteath to Borrowfltounnefs. Marine fhells are found in
the body of this clay. The roots of large trees are found
adhering to its furface, and their trunks and branches are
mingled with the mofs above ; which is a fufficient proof

that there was no mofs when the trees were growing *.

H oudr.

* By what caule thofe trees, which in this valley are moltly
oak, were fetled, is not, perhaps, fo evident ; but by whatever
caufe this took place, when the tiees fell, the whole plain mult
have been an immenfe and wild morafs, when the water from
the higher grounds was inferrupted in its progrefs, and render.
ed ftagnant by jeaves, and branches, and large logs of wood.
The richnefls of the foil below would foon produce a rank
growth of the long grafles, and other plants peculiar to marihy
ground.  When the furface was fomewhat confolidated by the
annual decay of thefe plants, it would become a valt quag-mire,
acquiring a2 gradual coniiftency, enabling it to carry heath en
the top. From being flow mofe it would become frmer, efpe-
cially at the fides, where there was leaft water, and where the
mols was lefs deep, by reafon of the higher ground dipping in.

1o
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52 Statiftical Account

Woods and Orchards.—~There is a great variety of planted
trees on the higher grounds, which thrive well, thelter the
country,

to it by an nclined plane.—The rivers being fcarcely able to
force their way through this defert, on which no four-footed
creature durlt venture for a long tralt of time, depofited their
tribute of {lime, and meliorating particles of fine earth, upon
the banks which produced a ftrip of rich land along their courfe.
Thefe ftrips of fine arable land, or the brinks of the rivérs, are
ftill difcernible in all this country, while mofs, in many places,
retains its antient poffeflion, betw=en them and the higher
grounds farther back, by which-it is furrounded. It is alfo
probable, that thefe banks of earth, formed on the verge of the
rivers, contributed to hold back the water in the morafs, and
to increafe its depth, or the altitude of the mofs, as they grew
higher, by a continual aceeflion of more foil with every inunda-
tion.

This may be the manner in which all deep mofies are formed.,
‘The thin firatum of mofs on dry ground, which is prodoced
folely by the leaves, and other deciduous parts ot heath, is en-
tirely out of the queltion. All molles, ot any confiderable
depth, are found in beds of greater or lefs extent, according to
the dillance of the rifing grounds, ar other obftrudtions by
which the morafs was inclofed, wherein they were formed, It
is an abfurdity to alledge, that peat earth grows, any more than
other earth, No fpecies of earth has vegetable life. 1t indeed
produces plants which have vegetable hife, and thefe plants, re.
turning to their firft principles, increafe the mold. The plants
which grow on dry ground, when not carried off, add to the
ftapie of the {oil, and form a mold, firmilar in 1ts qualities to
that on which they grew; and the plants, which are natural to
Jand-locked morafles, {among which that plant, firiétly called
mieofi, is always to be found), the leaves, and branches, and bark
of trees, where they happen to full, uniformly produce a black
mold, known by the name of peat carth.

In the middle of the carfe of Lecrapt, there remained, till of
Yate, Go acres of mofs, originally formed in this manner. The
people in the adjacent farms were in the pradlice of cutung
peats from it, which rendered the mofs very irregular. "The
Jow mofs at the fides was from 4 to 6 feet deep, and the high
mofs in the middle from 7 o 10 feet.  This mofs was, about §
years ago, taken in leafe from Mr Stirling of Kier, by a far-
mer in the neighbouring parifh. He was baffied at firt in ma.
ny attempts o carry off the mofs ; but by unwearied perfeve.

rance
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country, and are highly ornamental and ufeful. In this pa-
rith there are 10 orchards, g larger and g5 lefs, which, in fa~
vourable feafons, yield a confiderable quantity of apples, pears,
and plumbs. There is alfo a large natural woed, moftly of
oak, which is cut twice in 24 years, and affords a plentiful
and occafional fupply of timber for the various purpofes of
hufbandry. The oaly timber trees in the Carfe are faugh,
which grow to a large fize; and, when allowed to armve at
full maturity, the red is durable, and admits of a mofl beav-
tiful polith.

Bees.—Several perfons in this parith have propagated bees
with great fuccels. The numercus orchards, the extenfive
plantations of trees, which abound with the faccharine juice,
the iarge fields of beans, whofe grateful flavour embalms the
very air in the Carfe, and the up-lands adorned with varie-
gated bloffloms of clover and daifies. and furze and breoom,
afford a plentiful {fupply to thefe indufirious inlelts; and the
warmth of the Bank, fo well fheitered from the N. and run-
ning from E, to W. through the whole extent of the parifh,
afferds them that cover which fuits the delicacy of their
frame, and cherilhes their unceafing indufiry.

Heritors,

rance he fucceeded at 1aft in carrying a {mali rivolet about half
a mile below ground, in wooden pipes, which confiit 4 of wooden
" boards, 1 foot in breadth, joined at right angles, and hooped
with ivon. In the {pace of 4 or § years he cieared, by the aid
of this fiream, about 20 acres down to the clay. This land
produces finc crops of cats, and, by being properly wronghr,
and turned vup frequently to the enriching nfluence of the air,
there is no doubt of its carrying any other fpecies of crops,
known in the clay land around it. But, to the unfpeakable lofs
of his family, this ingeniovs and induftrious man, whofe name
was Muapocu, was loft about 2 years ago, within a few yards
of his own houfe, in paffing the Forth; and fince his death, the
improvements on the mofs have gone on but flowly.
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Keritors, Rents, ¢&'c~The heritors are § in number, none
of whom refide within the parith., More than one half of the
parith belongs to JaMEs STizrinG, Elg; of Kier, whofe re-
fidence has a commanding profpect on the Bank of Lecropt,
within 2 mile of the church. This family has been long and
juftly reipedted, by all ranks, for the qualities which adorn
human nature in the higher fpheres of life. They have em-
bellithed the place of Kicr, by well drefled lawns and exten-
five plantations; they have given bread to the poor, in car-
rying on thefe improvements; and have, by their example
and influence, diffufed a ftile of hufbandry and cultivation
through this country formerly unknown. The number of
farms is 25 ; and their extent is from 40 to 100 acres each.
There are 7 pendicles, confifting of from 3 to 14acres. There
are 20 cottages, occupied by labourers and married fervants,
The land in the Carfe lets, on an average, at 20s. the acre;
and the average rent of the up-land is 125, The valued rent
of the parith is 22001. Scotch. The real rent is not exaétly
afcertained.

LPopulation.~—The population of the parifh has rather been
on the decreale fince the farms began to be enlarged. The

population in 1755, as returned to Dr Webiter, was 577
The number of {fouls at prefent (1794) is - - 420

Decreafe 157
The number of families is - - - 8o

Lmployment:.—The people are employed, for the moft part,
in the various operations of hufbandry, as farmers, fervants,
and labourers. There are 2 weavers, 1 fmith, and i mill-
wright; but ncither taylor, thoemaker, furgeon, nor lawyer,
in the parifh.

Fifberies,
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Fifberies.~—The cruives of Craigforth are placed on a ledge
of rocks, which extend acrofs the Forth, having oné end in
this parith, and the other in the parifh of S5t. Ninian’s. The
tide flows up to this ledge ; which circumftance renders it a
proper ftation for a fithing of this kind. A great number of
falmon is taken, when the cruives are kept in proper repair,
Salmon are allo taken on the Teath and on the Allan, befides
trouts, pikes, and perches.

Fillage, Manufallures, Mills, &'e,.—"There is only one vil-
lzge, called 2ke Bridge of Allan, which confifts of 28 familics.,
None of the tenements are feued. They are all the property
of Mr Stirling of Kier, The villagers are varioufly employed,
miniftering to the convenience of the country. There is, pare
ticularly, a brewery for malt liquor, where ftrong ale, {mall
beer, and porter, are made.~~This village is fituated on the
Allan, a river more remarkable, at this place, for its roman=
tic fcenery, of a deep glen covered with a variety of wood,
and its tumultuous current, than for the quantity of its water.
The Allan, within a thort fpace, drives feveral mills, for meal,
barley, and flour. There are, particularly, 3 mills for making
a coarfe paper, known by the name of Caliender paper, which
clothiers ufe in preffing cloth. The village has alfo the ad-
vantage of being fituated in a plentiful country, near coals,
and at the feparation of the two great military roads, the one
going by Callander, to the weft of Scotland, and the other,
by Crieff, to the north : So that no firuation feems to be bet-
ter adapted for erefling a village on a large fcale.

Sources of Profit.—The farmers in the clay land, who have
lime in abundance near at hand, and for a moderate price,
make their returns mollly by their grain. In the upland,
the farmers have not only the fame command of lime, but

: fhell
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Jhell marl, and make their returns partly by grain, and partly

by the produce of the diary, and by fattening cattle for the
market. The women {pin woollen yarn, which fells, when
trade is good, at 2s. the fpindle, for making ftockings, fhal-
loons, and plaids.

Roads.—The great roads in this parith are but indifferent ;
but a toll is foon to be erefted on that leading northward,
.which will enable the gentlemen to pay more attention to the
other great road, and to the bye.roads, which ftand much in
need of repair. The roads in the Carfe are fcarcely paflable
in winter. ‘The ftatute labour is not commuted.

Kiclefiaftical flate.~The church and manfe are beautifully
fituated on the face of the rifing ground, above the Carfe,
and command a rich and extenfive profpeft, already taken
notice of. The church, which is in good repair, is an old
Gothic building ®, confifting of a nave and choir, 72 fect in
length; the nave being only 14 feet broad, and the choir but
11. The fteps to the altar arc fiill wifible ; and the facred
font is quite entire, The manfe is commodious, and in good
repair. The glebe confifts of 7 acres of fertile land, properly
inclofed. The ftipend is 481. 19s. 23 d. in money, 43 bolls
of meal, and 23 bolls of barley. Mr STinvring of Kier is
patron.

Religious Perfuafions—The town of Stirling was the origi-
nal feat of the feceflion from the eftablithed churchj; and
“rom

® It was formerly a chapel annexed yo the bifhopric of Dun-
keld, although it be fituated within ghe diocefe of Dunblane
and only 2 miles from the bifhop’s feat. The curate was eita-
blifhed at Lecropt, to be a check on the bifhop of Dunblane:
which pradtice it feems, from fimilar inftitutions, was not un-
common in thefc times,
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from a variety of caufes, the peculiar tenets of that perfuaton
took carly a deep root in this neighbourhcod. A great va-
riety of opinions have fprung up fince that period, We have
Burghers, Antiburghers, Cameronians, Bereans, and perfons
who adhere to the prefbytery of Relief. DBut it ought to be
remarked to their credit, that perfons entertaining all thefe
different opinions live with thofe of the eilabiithed church,
and with one another, in friendibip and brotherly love The
acrimony of {peech, the fourneis of temper, the thynefs ot in-
tercourfe, and the reluétance to perform good offices, which
charadterifed religious parties fome years ago, have now given
place to Chriftian benevolence, and the fweet interconrfe of
focial affedtion. The intolerant heat of party zeal has be-
come more moderate ; and the mild fpirit, which the gofpel
breathes, polithes the ferocity of nature, and finooths the
ruggednels of the human heart. Men have difcovered, what
they ought always to have known, that their opinions, with
regard to {peculative points, are qften as different as their
faces; and that the harmony of fociety, and the intercourfi
of life, ovght not to be interrupted by the one more than by
the other; that mecknefs and forbearance become Chriftians;
that rudenefs of manners is different from purity of morals;
that afperity of temper is no mark of foundnefs in the taith ;
and that it is a precept of the higheR authority, to * /e one
% anotier.”

Schoo! and Poor,—The fchool is well taught. The fees are
moderate ; for Latin aod arithmetic, 2s.; for Englifh, one
merk Scotch, or 1s. 1% d.; for writing, 1s. 6d. DBook-
keeping and mathematics are alio taught. The falary 1co L.
Scotch, with the perquifites arifing from the offices of pre-
centor and feffion clerk.—There are no beggping poor; but

a few poor houfeholders are comfortably maintained, withont
Vor. XVII, H any
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any regular affefiment, by the intereft of 100 1. a fund allotted
for that purpofe, together with the weekly collections.

Antiguities,—An artificial eminence, on the eaft fide of this
parifh, {feems to have becn a poilt of rthe Romans, near their
great road to the church at Ardoch. Kignr, already fo of.
ten mentioned, is onc of a chain of rude forts, (which are all
_called Kiers), that run aleng the north face of the Srrath, or
Valley of Monteath. Thefe forts are at prefent in ruins, and
are difcernible to flrangers only by knolls of 2 green furface,
covering a great heasp of loofe ftones *; but well known to
the inhabitants of the country, who carry away the flones for
building inclofures and houfes. One of thefc forts was fitua-
ted at the place of Kier. There are alfo Kiers at Achinfalz +,
at Borland 1, at Balinackader §, at Tar ||, and in many other
places in that diretion, all fimilar to ooe another, in refpect
of fituation, conftruction, profpelt, and rnaterials; which is a
firong prefuinption at leaft, if not a clear proof, that their
ufe was the fame **. There is, in the neighbourhood of the

church

* They feem to have been conftruéled moltly with dry QRlones,
dug from the quarries near them, becaufe no other cement, ex~
cept clay or mud, was known in this part of the world, at the
time they were built. They were uniformly fitnated near a
fpring of water, or a running brook, and commanded an exten-
five profpe&t towards all points except the noerth, from which
quaster, it is probable, no danger was apprehended.

+ The field of the pood profpeét; commanding the country from
the moor of Dumbartoh to Queensferry.

t The land of hills. Bor and tfor fignify a hill; hence all the
tﬂrr:y': are hilly.

§ The fuller’s tonum.
| The groin. All the fars are at the bottom of hills.

#® It appears highly probable, that this chain of forts was
built
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chorch of Lecropt, a hill, where the baron ufed to hold his
court, during the prevalence of the feudal fyfiem., The Gai-

low Hill is near the Court Hill .

Advantages and Difadvantages~—The advantages are, our
vicinity to the market of Suriing, where the parithioners can
purchafe any commodities they ftand in need of, and get a
good price and ready money, for whatever they can fpare far
fale. They are near plenty of coal, which contributes to their
domeftic comfort; and abundance of cheap lime enabies them
to improve their ground.—Bad roads are a great difudvan-
tage. Another inconvenience, no lefs feverely feir, is the
want of good water in the Carfe. There is but one {mall ri-
vulet in the parifh, which is employed in carrying away the
mofs. There arc foine {prings immediately below the Bank,

at

built by the Caledonians, to watch the motions of the trocps
ftationed on the Roman wall, betwixt Borrowltounnefs and Oid
Kilpatrick, begun by Agaicora after his irruption into the
north in the year 79, and completed by Anvoninus Pyuvs, The
Caledonian Iine was about 3 or 4 hours march, ig moit places,
from the Roman wail ; and this Ehain of forrs, whether it was
conftrufted by Garcacuvs, who was no lus fagacious than
brave, or by his fucceffor, was planned with confummate judg-
ment, not only for the reafon . already mentioned ; but becaute
this is the narrowelt tra& of Scotland that the Romans' ever vi-
fited, and theretore the moft eafily defended, and alfo, becaufe
there are few fords in the river, which runs in the rath lymg
on the fouth ; and, if Mofs Flanders then exifled, it muit have
been an impafluble morafs, and a good barrier, as far as it ex-
tended, on the Caledonian frontier.

* According to the fummary proceedings of thof: times,
Sfentence of death, execution, and interment, followed one another
in fuch rapid fucceffion, that graves, gallows hills, and mz, or
court hills, are found contigeous, not only here, but every where
elfe. The court hills are called mats, or mét hills, fiom the
Gaclic word mit, or mod, which, to this day, is the only word
for a court of judicature in that language.
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6o Statiftical Account

at the head of the clay land ; but in this, and all other large
tralls of horizontal land, whatever be the nature of the foil,
there can be no {prings, for a very obvious reafon.

Charaéter, Drefs, &5c.—The people are remarkable for their
decency and fobriety, None have been banifhed, or have
fuffered the higher pains of law, in any other refpe, for
mifconduél, in the memory of man. Remote from the temp-
tations and lurking places of great towns, where the profli-
gate expect to clude the ¢ye of the world, and to efcape the
lafh of the law, in a ¢rowded population, every man confiders
him{elf as known to hus neighbours, and that he has both his
own reputation, and the credit of his anceftors, to fupport by
his conduét. Habits of induftry have become familiar to the
people, whatever objelt they have in view. Io literature
they have not been deficient, when their genius led them to
the purfuit of {ftudy, and the improvement of the mind, One
minifter, one preacher, and three {ftudents, now alive, drew
their fir{lt breath in this parith,—A remarkable change has
lately taken place in the article of drefs. The love of thow
is natural ; and imaginary wants are {ometimes no lefs cla-
morous than thofe which are real. But, if the increafe of
their earnings do not furnifh the labouring part of mankind
with this increafe of luxury, their favings, upon which they
are to begin the world, muft be lefs at prefent than when their
wages were more moderate, and their clothing lefs expen.
five.

N U M-
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