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NUMBER XLIV.

PARISH OF TIBBERMUIR.

(PrEspYTERY AnpD County oF PerTH.~—SYNOD OF
PERTH AND SBTIRLING).

By the Rev. My Joun IncLis, Ainiffer.

Name.
i =

MONG ftrangers, and in the common almanacks of

the country, the name of this parith is TLippermuir ;

but the orthography adopted in the title, which is univerfally
in ufe among the inhabitants, is abundantly joftified by an-
cient writings, and the probable etymology of the name,
In a charter granted to the monaftery of Scone, in the rcign
of William the Lion ¥, it is written with the Latin termina-
tion Tibbirmora; and in Fordun’s Hiltory of Scotland, it
is Tybirmore : Conformably to this ancient orthography, the
name is underftood to be compounded of two Gaelic words,
tuber and more, which fignify a large well, referring probably
to a plentiful fpring of water immediately adjoimng to the

church-yard.

Extent, Situation, and Surface.—~The parifh is, from eaft to
weft, about 6 miles long ;3 and its breadth varies from one to

three miles, It is bounded on the eaft by the parifh of Ferth ;
on

® See the chartulary of Scone in the Advocate’s Library.
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552 Statiftical Account

on the north, the river Almond {eparates it from the parith
of Redgorton, and a brook called the Pow. from rhat of
Methven ; on the weft, it is bounded by the par'th of G.fk,
and on the fouth, by thofe of Forteviot and Aberdalgy., The
furface, without being huilly, is confiderably diverfified. To-
wards the wefl, it exhibits a gentle flope from fouth to north,
terminating in a narrow track of level grounlt; and towards
the eaft, the greater part of the ficlds being fomewhat raifed
above the level of the Alnond, communicate, by a fleep
defcent, with a delightful plain aloag the banks of the river.

Climate and Difeafes.—Lhe air, though rather moift, is not
accounted unhealthy ; and it deferves particulur notice, that
here, as well as in the neijhbouring parilhies, the ajue,
which, from time immemorial, had been the moft common
difeafe of the country, has, w:Lrhm thefe 20 vears, complete-
Iy difappeared, without any natural caufe, of fufficient in-
portance, being hitherto affigned for it.

Acres, Soil, Proprietsrs, and Cultivetion.—~The parifh con-
tains about 4570 Scotch acres; of thel: 185 are undes
wood ; 96 are part of an exrenfive mofs, which furnithc
the furrounding inhabitants with peats for fuel; 1co more
are in the ftate of uncultivated heath; and the remainder,
about 4280, are all arable ground,

The cultivated land contains feveral varicties of foil. To-
wards the caft, upon the bauks of the Almond, it is a fandy
loam; near to the town of Perth, fomewhat of a clayey
_confiftence 3 and upon the higher grounds, more light .and
tlun with a gravelly bottom. Towards the weft, the bottom

is rather cold, and generally tilly, which occalions many of
the fields to be wet; bur the furfice foil is, notwithftanding,

tolepably fertile ; and though, in fome places, it partakes a
jittie
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- of Tibbermuir. 613

little of the nature of mofs, the greater part may be-clafled
under one or other of the different kinds of loam.

'The whole parith, excepting about 500 acres, is the pro-
perty of the Duke of Athol and the Earl of Kinnoull; and
the land is cultivated by about 6o farmers, great and 1mall,
in a thriving condition. In no place, perhaps, are the late ra-
pid improvements in agriculture more remarkably examplificd
than in this particular parifh. About 30 years ago, it was
diftinguifhed by its poverty; at prefent, s furface exhibits
to the eye a rich and fertile protpeét, and the increated
wealth of the inhabitants very properly appears in their im-
proved manner of living, It is alfo pleafant to remark, that
the [pirit for agricultural improvement ftill appears to keep
pace with, if it does not even anticipate, the farmer’s acqui-
fition of wealth, In one particular view, indeed, the cha-
racter cf the farmer’s mind has undergone a moft impor-
tant and happy change: Formerly, he was fo obitinately
prejudiced in favour of the praftice of his fathers that he
could not liften, without a fneer, to any fuggeftion re'arive
to new improvements ; now his prejudices are fo complerely
removed, that he is eager to know and underfland wharever
improvements others are attempting, and even to adopt fuch
as appear to be reafonable, though at firft upon that fmall
{cale which prudence undoubtedly diftates. Whar betrer
fubjelt could the Apriculiural Society defire to cultivare,
than a farmer’s mind in this particular ftate *{

Vor. XVIIi. 4 L The

* While the prefent proprictors vie with one another, in
promoting this laudable fpiric, it is impofible not to remember
the late Earl of Kmnoull, as the father of agre ultura! (m-
provement, in that exteafive diftrict of the paridh; which, from
1ts local hituation, and other circum@tances, appeared lealt fuf-
ceptible of fuch melioration. By a liberal treatment of his

tenants ;
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The principal crops are oats, barley or bear, and clover
with rye-grafs. ‘Wheat alfo, though not hitherto univerfally
culitivated, is becoming every year more common., A preju-
dice was long entertained againft fowing wheat upon fields
that are naturally wer, from an idea that fuch a foil, when
twelled with the winter rains, would be apt to caft out the
roots of the young plants ; but experience has clearly fhewn
that this objeftion, however {pecious in theory, is not entitled
to much praltical regard j—where carly fowing has been at-
tended to, the wernels of the {oil has feldom, if ever, prov-
ed fatal to the crop of wheat. Peafe and beans having been
found precarious crops, are rather lefs cultivated than they
were fome time apo. Turpips, though not altogether ne-
alefted, are neither a general crop, nor raifed in preat quan-
tities., Where the fields are wet, the farmer is afraid of
poaching the foil, in carting them off during the winter ; be-
iides, the confumption of the burcher market of Perth is by
no means equal to the fupply of fat cattle which the wide
and rich country-around is capable of affording; and many
farmers, who might otherwife have large fields of rturnips,
are Ihr:rﬂ'b}" induced to content themielves with fuch g Fluan-
tity as they find to be ufeful in rearing their yvoung fiock,
The quantity of potatoes is inconfiderable, being cultivated
chiefly for family ule. Ilax is by no means a crop high in
the farmes’s cflimation ; befides the trouble attending i, it

hzs

tenants j—by granting them improving leafes upon moderate
terms j=—by lodging them in more comfortable houfes than had
bheen formerly ailowed 1o peuple of thewr condition ;—-by per-
fonal ateenticns, in which he did not fail to ditinguifh the moft
deferving ;—by manifefting, equally in his words and adlions,
che interelt he felt in their profperivy ;—he infufed into them a
{pirit fupsrior to their {former condition, gradeally enlarged
their views, raifed, in fome fenfe, their mauk in (ociety, and thus
prepared them to devife and execute fuch plans of improvement
us wap, i @ more depreiled fituation, will never attempt.
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bas the peculiar difadvantage of adding nothing to the dung-
hill, which muft undoubtedly be an important objuction with
farmers who purchale dung in the town of Perth, at the rate
of 35. or 4s. for the cart load, and afterwards carry it in
fome inftances five or fix miles *.

Since the late rapid introduétion of fallow, wheat, ciover,
&ec. in this parifh, there has not been fufficient time for any
particular rotation of crops obtaining fuch a decided prefe-
rence, as to be univerfally adopted ; but the following is the
rotation moft likely to prevail :— /2, year, fallow j~—24d, wheat,
with the whole dung of the farm, and alio lime occalionally ;
~3d, peafe, or clover and rye-grafs, and perhaps a few turs
nips, which are found to anfwer tolerably well without dung ;
4, barley or bear ;—g52b, clover and rye-grals ;——G#5,
oats .

The implements of hufbandry have been gradually imprav-
ing for many years. The old Scotch plough, indeed, long
maintained its ground in oppofition to a variety of others,
which were fucceffively tried and abandoned ; but an Eng-
lih plough, with a mould-board of calt metal, which was

lately

® I.ime is the only other manure ufed in the parifh, and is
procured at a reafonable rate, at the port of Perth,

+ One objedtion, indeed, {tems already to occur againit this
mode of management, and may hereatter have influence. Re-
prated fallows, that admit of no crop for the {ealon, arz not
perhaps abfolutely neceilary for the mere purpoic of keepmg the
land clean, prowvided that green <rops, and particutarly driil
crops, be judicioufly introduced; and though it thould even be
tound impotlible, upon fome fouds, to raife a good crop of wheat
without a previovs fallow, it may admit of a gucition, whether
a crop of barley in placc of the wheatr, together with a green
crop n place ot the fallow, might not be more valuable than
the crop of wheat that would be thereby fuperleded ; and whe-
ther the land might not alfe remain in eqnally good, if not bet-
rer coudition,
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616 Statiftical Account

lately introduced, has obtained a decided preference, and is
now almoft uciverfally in uie ™,

Upon the wet grounds, the fzed time is often retarded by
rains, In the year 1793, many of the farmers had it not in
their power to begin the fowing of oats till the month of
May ; but this yvear, viz. 1;99. fome oats have been fown in
the firit week of March—the one the latelt, and the other
perhaps the carlieft {feed time that is remembered.  In ordi-
nary {eafons, the fowing of oats is begun in the firft week or
April, barley in the firft week of May, and wheat about the
middle of September. The improvement of the foil, and
the practice of a more regular huibandry, bave rendered our
harvet feaflon fomewhat earlier than formerly. It is com-
mon to beg'n cutting wheat about the end of Auguft; bar-
lIey in the beginnming of September 3 and the other corn in
courfe, without intermitting the harveit work. The average
crop of oats upon a Scotch acre is 5 bolls; of barley %3 of
wheat ¢, all Linlithgow mealure.  About 1 boll and 2 pecks
of oats produce a boll of meal. The average price of oat
meal, barley, and peafe, is 155, for the boll; of wheat, one
guinca 1.

Wearly all the farms are irclofed and fubdivided with
ditches and hawthorn hedges, but all the inclofures of this
kind are hitherto infufficient ; and this, it is believed, muft
continve to be the cafe, till much more effc{tual means be
employed for proteéting and rearing the young hedges, and
efpecially for faving their fhoots from being croped by the

farmer’s

* The plough alluded to does not appear te have any diftin-
guifhing name that is generally known. It is not Small’s
plough,

4+ Thefe may perhaps be accounted the average prices, with-
out making allowance for the extraordinary prices of crops

¥794 and 1795,
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farmer’s cattle. At prefent, the infufficiency of the inclos
fures appears to be attended with lefs inconvenience, becauie
there is very lirtle of the land in the ftate of palturage; but
perhaps the want of {fufficient inclofures is one great reafon
why the pafture fields are fo few; for wherever there is ine
clofed ground in the neighbourhood, the proprietor finds it
in his power, by keeping it in pafture, and letting it annually
for the ieaion, to draw fuch a high rent as is out of all due
proporiion to the rent of corn land.

The valued rent of the parith is 4921 1. Scotch money *;
the real rent, about 3200l. Sterling. The average rent of
the Scotch acre is about 1§ s. Sterling.

Manufullures,—To the enterprife and ioduflry of very
early tines +, we are indebted for a large canal or water-
lead, drawn from the river Almond, which interfefts an ex-
tenfive meadow, called Ruthven or Huntingtower-haugh, in
the eaft end of the parifh 5 and the peculiar advantag: which
this affords for manufafturing eftablithments, has been very
induftrioufly improved within thefe late years. One of the
firft manuf.{tores attempred here was that of paper; and at
the mill erefted for this purpofe, Morifon and Lindfay of
Perth at prelent keep two vats employed in the manufalture
chicfly of the coarler articles, fuch as cartridge, blue, and
other packing papers; the quantity manufoftured in one
year is from jco0 to 6oeo reams, and the number nflppr{‘nm
employed in the work from 25 to 30. The canal, however,
and the adjacent grounds, offered more diftinguithed advane

tages

* In the cefs-books of the county, the valued rent of this
parifh is ftated fomewhat higher, becaufe fome lands, which are
now confidered as belonging to anotber parifh, are there includ-
ed in.the calculation,

+ See the article dntiguitier.
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638 Statifical Account

tages to the manufluturer in other departments; and accor-
dingly a bleachiie:d, under the firm of Richardfon and Co,
whole buildings and machinery were erefted here in the year
::3;;'5, has become a very large and important concern, The
brown cloth ro be bieached is brought chiefly from Perth,
Dundee, Dunfermline, Ldinburgh, and Glaigow ; but {uch
is the increaling charadter of the field, and the high rr:putfa-
tion of the afting partner of the company, that, for fome
years paft, a confiderable quantity of diapers in particular,
have been regularly fent to him from Darlington in England.
A}Jﬁut 70 Scotch acres are commonly covered with cloth,
and the work employs or maintains about 1co men, women,
and children. There are alfo fome other fields in this pa-
vith, ;Enplﬂyed as blecaching ground, in conneflicn with a
work, whofe buildings and machinery are in the parifh of
Perth *.  And it cught not, perhaps, here, to remam unch-
ﬁ:r'*;'ed, “that at prefent the quantity of cloth bleached in the
neiphbourhood of Perth, far exceeds the quantity thar is
woven or otherwife manufaltured in the town and diftrict
araund. This would lcad us to prefume, either that there
muft be fomething in the firuation peculiarly favourable to
ﬂu:_t opefation of bleaching, or that nothing is wanted but
r:quiaf enterprife in the other departments : And that the Lift
ﬁl{iil.i;ﬁhluﬂ may be the juft one, is rendercd probable, by the
wnceimmon fuccels of foue late atterpts, of which a remark-
able Eiaﬁiplé naturally prefents itfelf in the cafe of a print-
field, under the firm of Yeung, Rofi, Richardfon, and Caw 1,
which was eftablithed in this pariih upon the fame canal, to
ia::lyiﬁsl'thc year 1792, and has already become an objelt

of fiich importance, as to be entitled to a diftinguithed place
A

* TyHoch bleachfield, upon the fame canal.
+ Ruthven printheld.
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in this ftatiffical report. A bleachfield upon a fmall ftale
pave way to this more important work en the fite of it ; and
additional ground having been procured, as well as ad-
ditional howfes erefted, the work already employs about
25 men, women, and children, The fpirit and fuccefs, with
which the bufinefs is here conduled, may be judged of by
the following inftance : In the year 1793, when the general
ftagnation of credit, and the want of market for cotton goods
in particular, induced many of the principal’ manufaéturers,
cither to diimifs a part of their working people, or to reftrift
their employmeant to 3 or 4 days in the week, the managers
of this printfield, though then bur an infant Cﬂmpan}';' re=
jefted fuch an expedient, and at the fame time adopted
another well worthy of being imitated, if the fame neceffity
ihould again occur. Infltead of difmifling any of their people,
or refiriting their days of working, they made a fmall re-
duftion, for the time, in the rate of wages, which enabled
them more eafily to keep the ufual number of hands in cone
ftant employment 5 and while, in this way, the earnings of |
the working people were lefs impaired, the full benefit of
their induftry was preferved to the public, and the vices that
arife from idienels happily preveated. This work derives
much advantage from the ftaple manufalture of the country
around being cloth of fuch kinds as are adapted to the pur-
pofe of printing, and from a fafe, regular, and expeditious
conveyance of goodsto the London market, by means of the
{mall veffels that are employed in carrying falmon from the
port of Perth. Befides thefe things, the whole country
around Perth affords peculiar encouragement to manufadtu-
rers of every defcription, from the average prices of corn and
botcher’s meat being here confiderably iower than in the weil
of Scotland, which is at prefent the principal feat of manu.
taftures,—an advantage naturally derived from the fuperior

extent

% The Uniwersity of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



640 'S}"&r;}‘i‘imf Account

.extent and fertility of the country, compared to the popula.
tion of the town and its neighbouring villages. The high
price.of coals is perhaps the only peculiar difadvantage that
atténds the manufafturers of this diftri€t 3 and even this dil-
advantage has been confiderably leflened by the wifdom of
the Legiflature, in abolithing the duty upon {ea-borne Englith
coals,

Wages~—The auverage yearly wages of a ploughman are
9 L. and of a maid fervaat 3 I, with board or maintenance to
cach; the averapge day wages of a callico printer are 3 s, of
2z bleacher 1 s. *; of an ordinary labourer 1 s. and 2 d. all
without board,

Beclefaflicgl Siate.~~The church, which is an old building,
bas. heen lately sepaired and rendered convenient, The
manfe was built in the year 1744, and has been repaired at
Aifferent. times.  The flipend, in confequence of a late aug.
megptation, confifts of 8 chalders of meal and bear, and 35 1.
fterling, together with 1ool. Scots of communion element-
money. LYhe King is patron. The minifters, from the re-
formation downwards, have been Alexander Young +, Alex-

ander Balneavis, fen, Alexander Balneavis, jun. §, David
Meldrum,

* Bleachers have commonly in their power to earn fomewhat
more, by working fome hours extraordinary.

+ Mr Alexander Young was prior of the Carmelite Monaftery
of 'Tuililum, {mentioned under the head of antiquities) and,
upan embracing the reformed refigion, was admitted minifter ot
Tibbermuir. See Perth Hofpital Records. '

4 It is worthy of cobfervation, that Meflrs Balneavis, father
and .fon, were minifters of this parifh for the fpace of 100 years,
notwithftanding that the fon did not die minifter here, but was
renfoved at the period of the jevolution, See Perth Preflyter)
Rezords.
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Meldrum, Patrick Duncan, Alexander Duff, and John Inglis,
the prefent incumbent,

State of the Poor.—There are no begging poor in the pa-
rith 35 but there are commonly about 12 penfioners on the
roll of the kirk feffion, to whom every allowance is made for
rendering them comfortable, that would not operate to the
dilcouragement of induftry. Defides the intereft of o l.
Sterling, and the colletions at the church, 8¢, a fmall paro-
chial affeffment is made for their better fupport ; one half of
which is paid by the heritors, and 'the other by the farmers,
&c. the mode of the aflciiment being regulated by an aét aud
recommendation of the county, founded upon the diferent
a(ts of Parliament relative to the poor. It is pleafant to re-
mark, that the kirk-feflion never find caufe to rejeét any ap-
plication for charity, none being ever ‘made without real ne-
ceflity :=—Long may the lower claffes of people in Scotland be
diftinguifhed by that laudable pride of independence, which
rnakes them ftruggle, to the laft, to maintain themiklves on
the fruit of their labour, rathet than depend, unﬁcceﬂhriiy%

on the charity of others |

Table of Faﬁufdff:r;, Ly

Number of fouls in 1955, 088
1795, - - 1280

M.les - - - 630
Females = - . 650
Under 10 years of age - « 336
From 10 to z0 ~ - - 257
From 20 to o - - - 536
From 5o to 5o - - - 129
From 70 to 8o . - - 20

YVeL. AVIL 4 N Upwards
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Unwerds of Bo - - - .
- - Familics = - - 271
Married perfons - - - 196
Widowers - - = 20
Widows - . . - 13
Unarmarried houfehokders - 20
Antiburghers - - 302
Borghers * - - " 22
. Mafors - - - - Ty
Wrights - . - 21
Weavers - - - . 24
Shoemakers - - - 6
Taylors - - - 7
Malas farm. fervants “ - 114
Female-fervants - - 65
Horles . - = 206
Cattle - - - 266
Sheep - - . 31
Swine ~ - - 14
Carts - - . 175
FPloughs - - - 10§

Antiguities~—The cana, alrcady mentioned under the ar-
ticle of manufadurer, can be traced to a wery carly period,
which, comnpured with the nature of the work, muft pive it
importance in the view of the antiguarv. It is nearly 18
feet broad, 3 feet deep, and, according to the courfe of the
water, about 41 miles long; and theugh its fource be in
this parifh. through which it alfo runs for about 3 miles, it
apprars to have been originally intended for the benefir of

the”

® THere are 4 few diffenters of uthtr claffes than the two
above memmn-:ri. _
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(e town of Perth, where it not only ferves the eornumills,
and fupplics the inhabitants with water, but has alfe-contri-
buted, probably, in farmer times, to {trengthen the fortifica-
tions of the piace ; for, when it approaches Perth, it divides
itfelf into two branches, which furround the town in a decp
bed, clofe to the fite of the ancient walls. But it 1s chiefly
in its conneétion with the corn-milis, that we are coanled to
trace its antiquity. The mills of Perth, as fervea by this ca-
nal, or lead, having becn originaily the proper:y of the kuips
of beotland, are mentioned by them in feveral very ancient
charters ; and in the yvear 1244, we Bnd Alexander i grant-
ing to the Monaftery of Black Friurs of -Perth, aqipe of
water from this canal, which he there denominates iz Milla
lead, corformiably to the name ot The King's Lemd; which ig
ftili bears *. Upon thus evidence alone, the canalin queition
may undoubtediy be ranked umong th= earlieft work 'of uti-
lity in our country, of which we ititl enjoy the zd#ﬁﬂtabc.
It is dufficalt, indeed, to give credit 2o our orwon uncefors at fo
‘early a perind, for all the enterppile and indufiry whieh'it re-
gquired.  And when we recolle® its probable defipa; brigi-
ﬁ:.ﬂly.. as an aud to the fortificatipns of Porch, it will nr'v: nere
haps be unnztural to luppole i a Roman work j——at lealt,
ihis idea will not appear improbable @ rhofe, who, fram qif.
ferent circymoftanc s, and particularly from the form :ndl ar-
rangement of the itrees ot Perth, alcribe the town itdeIf to
the Bomans 1. ' -

Hynting-

* Sec tne chartwlary of the black friars of Perth in the Ar.
chives of King Jamesy’s Hofpital there.

t Whatever there may be in this fuppolition refpedting the
canal, it appears to derive {omie additional countenance trom
the family-lutlory of the Mcreers of Aldie, which enables us, as
§ar as we may confider it authentic, to trage the corn mills of
Porth, and contequently this canal or lead upon which they de-
pendzd, 10 a period, 2t Ionfh, conllderahly carlicy than the vear

1 2de?
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Huntingtower Caftle, formerly Ruthven Cafile, which
is firuated in this parith, may perhaps be entitled 1o artention,
as the arcient feat of the Ruthven or Gowrie family, fo re-
markabie for its fingular and myiterious cataltrophe : But an
event which bas been the ground of fo much controverfy as
that which is known by the name of Gowwrids Confpiracy, is
evidently too great a {ulyedl, either for examination or Jdetail

1

1244 above mentioned. Upon the authority of tradition, and
fome irfcriptions of uncertain date, together with the circum.
ftance of three mill rynds being il a part of the Mercer’s arms,
it is generally believed, by thole who have inquired into the fab.
j=&, that the corn-mills ferved by this canal were originally the
property of that fumily, and grauted by them to the king, who,
in return,'gave them a burial.place in the church of Perth,
which the family full posicfles. And it we compure thefe cir-
cumftances with a chart:r of confirmation granted by David
L to the Abbey of Dnrfermline in the year 1140, {See Sir
James Datrymple’s Colledtions) we find that the tranfa&ion al-
Juded te, mufl have taken place, and confiquently that the ca-
nal itfelf muft have exilled, prior to the date of this charter:
For the king, therein, either gives away for the firlt time, or
canfirms what his predeceflors had done 1 giving away, the
whole property of the church of Perth to th:2t Abbey, in whofe
poflellion it accordingly remained till the jierind of the reforma- -
tioh; and confcquently, the royal grant of u Lurial-place in that
church 1o the family ofF Aldie, as a retarn “or their gift of the
mill§ ferved by this canal, mult have be=n of earlier date than
the year 1140, from wiich period the cihurch and its appen.
dages were no longer at the difpofal of tie kings of Scotland.
If this fort of evidence, then, can warr:t us to believe that the
capal in queltion belonged to the Mercors of Aldie before the
year 1140, there alio arifes flrong prefumption of its having
been a work of [till earlier execution ;3 for the nature and defign
of the work will fearce admit of our believing it to have been
oiiging!ly execnted by the Mercers, or any private family what-
eyer, but patnrally lead to a fuppofition of its having been, in
thé Brit'inflance, a public concern, which, from circumiflances
now unknown, had at length come into the hands of a private
family, perhaps only 33 far as regarded its connedtion with the
corn-mifls, s ' N

£ Thir University of Edinbangh
The University of Glasgow



of Tibbermuir. 645

in this Statiftical Report *.  The caltle itfelf is more parti.
culacly diftinguifhed, as the place where King Jaaws Mk,
wis for fome time canfined by the Earl of Gowrie, and
others, who had entercd into 2 combination for taking the -
young King cut of the hands of his two early tavourites, the
lately created Duke of Lennox and Earl of Arran. ¢ James,
¢ alter having reided for fome time in Athol, where he en-
¢ joyed Lis favourite amufement of hunting, was now return-
¢ ing towards Ldinburgh, with a fmall train, He was invit-
¢ ed to Rathven Lalile, which lay in his way ; apd, as he fufe,
¢ pected no danger, he went thither in hopes of farther {porc.
¢ The multitude of ftrangers whom he found there gave him
¢ {ome urcalinefs 3 and as thofe who were in the lecret ar
¢ rived every moment from different parts, the appearance
¢ of fo many new faces increafed his fears. He concested
¢ his unealinels, however, with the utmolt care 3 and next
¢ morning prepsred for the field, expelting to find thers
¢ fome opportunity of making his efcapz; but jult as he was
¢ ready to depart, the nobles entered his bed-chamber i a

¢ bocyy:

* The tradition of the conntry upon thie fubj«& is pri.:{'.;-rv.g:d_
in a paper written by the late Mr Alexander D f minilter of
this parifh, and prelented by him to the Antiquarian Soci-iy of
Perth,  Aad it may here fifié to obferve farther, refpeQing
this family, whofe gencral hiillory is mcorporatzd with that of
the narion, that, from their ancient proper ninzs, os thefe are
found in charters of early date, they sppear to have been of
Danifl extrafion.  In a charter, {In ot ly quoted ) granted to
the monaflery of Scone by 'Watu. tiv: J.ord of Ruthven,in the
reign of Willlam the Lion, he 1» Jenominated the fon of fﬁzu.
grand!nn of Suane, and great - mdfnn of Thore; and it is al-
fo perhaps worthy of notice, ' this view, that the {ford of a ri-
vulet, which runs through fie ancient manor of this Family, and

- has now lvarce any diftin uﬂung name,'is, in the fame charter,
denominated the Ford of Zochli in, wlnch is known to be an an-,
cient name for Dewmara. ‘The lainily E‘ nD‘ﬁ reprc‘f:.np;d L}
«L.ord Ruthven of Freeland,
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¢ body, and prefented a memorial againft the illegal and op-
¢ preffive aftions of hi&' two favourites, whom th.ly repre-
¢ f{anted-ut MM darigerbls ¢ enemies to the religion and libesr-

¢, ¢ica &f the' natibn. James, thaugh he received thcu' T~
““monfirante with the complaifance that was neceflary in his
¢ “prefent fituation, was e:trcmcly impatient to be gone ; but
«.as ¥e approached the door of his apartment, the Tutor of
s lammis radely ﬁuppcd him. The King complained, ex-
¢« poftulated, threatened, and finding all thefe without effeét,
« bur{t into téars. ¢ No matter, faid Glammis, ficreely,
« betrer children weep than bearded men.” Thele words
¢ 'made a deep*impreflion on the king’s mind, a0d were never
¢ forpdtten. - The confpirators, without regarding his tears
¢ -onindignation, difmifled fuch of his followers as they {uf-
¢ pefred, aMdwed none but their own party to have accefs
¢« 'to him § and though they treated him with great refpeét,
guarded his perfon with the utmoft carc. This enterprife
* iz ufuilly called by our hiftorians, The Raid of Ruthven *.}
Thofi conecrned in the tranfallion were afterwards declared
auilty of high treafon.

Aar extraordinary exploit of a fair lady bas likewife added
rothe renown of this ancient caftle, and has given the name
of The Maiden’s Leap, to the fpace between its two towers,
which, though united by late buildings, were originally feps-
raten A daoghrer of the fieft Farl of Gowrie was courted
by a young gentleman of inferior rank, whole prctcnﬁnns
wenmpot countenanced by the family.  When a vifitor at the
caltle, he.was always lodged in a feparate tower from the
young lady. One night, however, ¢ before the doors were
¢ {hut, the conveyed herfelf into her lover’s apartment 3 and
¢ fome prying Duenna, acquainted the Couptels with it, who

| ¢ gutting

* Dr William Robértfoh’s Hilt. of Scotland.
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¢ cuttinh ofF, as fhe thought, all pofBbility of retreat, haften-
¢ ed to furprife them. The young lady’s cars were quick,e
¢ flie heird the footfteps of the old Countefs, ran to the top
« of the ledds, and took the defperate leap of g feet 4 inches
s gver a chalm of Go feet, and luckily lighiting on the battle-
¢ ments of the other tower, crept into her own bed, where
¢ her altonithed mother found her, and, of courfe, apologifed
¢ for her unjult fulpicion. The fair daughter did not choofe
¢ to repeat the leap, but the next night, clopedt and was mar~
¢ ried */

After the forfeiture of the lak Earl of Gowrie, this caftle
and the adjoining manor, were beftowed by King James VI.
upon the family of Tull:bardmﬂ, now united, by marriage, to
the family of Athel, in whofe pofleffion they fill remaio ;
but as all idea of continuing this for a {cat of family-refidence
has been for fome time abandoned, the Duke has very wife-
ly availed himfelf of the advantage which the local fituation
affords for the different manufaftures already deferibed ; and
fuch is the change in the circumftances of the place, concur-
ring with the genius of the times, that the fame caltle, in
which the proud and powerful baron once confined his king
as a pn{ﬁncr, is now quittl} occupicd by 2 colony of callice-
printers, .

Tibbe rmmr was, &t an early pf'r.u;ard, the refidence of feveral
baﬂmpﬁ of _Dunktlﬂ, particularly .of Bifhop Geoffrey, and
B',fh_u;; 5inc!gir, who..both died here, the one in the year -
V2 the . other m 1337 % During their times, too, the

principal

#* Penant’s Tlour,
4. Fordan®s Hifi. of Sfm{and 2nd Mili's M. S. Lives nfthc

Bilhops,of Duwik.1d
.[’TUI"‘ the follow mg imj’uagi of Fordun, B‘Iﬂlﬁp Gm}f’"ﬂ:r
apuu s 0 have been :mmmd;’ diftin Emﬂ‘l »d by his munificence,
aid +tivs an 1o L ifiterelts of bis Diocefe: ¢ Hoc etiam an-
¢ Noy

o T Unisters by of Edisbaine b
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principal place of worfhip belonging to this parith, was the
church of 5t Servanus *, (commonly called St Serf’s Chapel)
fituated on the north fide of the Tiver Almond, and accora
ding to modern boundaries within the parifh of Redgorton,
The defertion of this church is aferibed, by tradition, to the
melancholy accident of a child of the Lord of Ruthven, who
had been baptifed there, having, on the way home, been
drowned in the Almond.

At Tullilum too, in the caft end of this parifh, there was
once a convent of Carmelites, but the name of the founder
is not preferved. Our beft information rri'pr:&ing this place

is

no, obiit Epifcopus Galfridus, in die Sanftae Ceeiliae, apud Ty.
birmore, et in Fkcclefia Dunkeldenfi twmulatur ;3 quam Prae-
diis et pofieflionitus dolavit, quam Regulis et Inftituus infor.
mavit, quam veilibus ¢t ornamentis decoravit, quam fere per
omnia exaltavit.’
Bilhop Sinclair’s name, however, is {till better known in hifs
tory, and the honours that adorn it are not of an ecclefiaitical
kind alone. A mulifary exploir, that he periormed in the glo.
rious :'tigt: of Robert Liuce, fo delighted that wife und valiant
rince, that he ever afterwards culled him Ay Byfbep, Edward
il. the Eonglith king, taking advantage of the abfcnce of Robert,
who was then in Ireland, had fent a great army into Scntland
to take revenge for the loffes of former years ; and the Englifh,
having been l'.l-'l-'i'l:l.. defeated by Douglas governor of the bor-
ders, had recourfe to the expedient of fending a naval foree in.
to the YForth, to infell and plunder the coafl. To check the
progrels of thofe who had difembarked, Duncan Earl of Fife
wffembled gco men, and marched at their head towards the
enemy ; bnt having obferved their vall fuperiority in number,
he was returning homeward, leaving the country as the mercy
of the Lnglilh, when Bifhop Sinclair, with about 6o attendants,
fi rtunately met him. Afhamed of the Earl’s timidity, the
Bifthop laid hold of a lance, and called, with a loud voice, upun
il the iriends of therr country to follow him. Being readily
wbeyed, he charged the enen. ¥ with fuch vigoar, that he gquic k-
ly routed them ; and thale who efcaped from the field of battie,
having pfecupl'l:at:lj fled to their flips, many of them werz
drowoed in their hurry to embarks  Buctanan, Maitiand, €.
* Mill’s M. 5. Lives of the Bilhops of Dunkeld.
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is derived from Keith’s Lives of the Bithops, where we lgarn
that Richard Inverkeithing DBilhop of Dunkeld built here
a chapel and a houfe in 1262, aund that the Synods.of the
Diocefe met here till 1460, when Thomas Lauder Bithop of
Dunkeld removed them to his own cathedral. )

Tibbermuir has alfo given its name to the 6r(} battle that
was fought between the Marquis of Montrofe and the Cove-
nanters, though the field of battle is perhaps as much, if not
more, within the parifh of Aberdalgy, which at this place
approaches very near to the church of Uibbermuir. Defore
the engagement, the Covenanters were addrefled by one of
their enthufiaftic preachers, in a ‘manner fuited to the geni-
us of the times. ¢ If ever God, faid he, fpcke a word of
¢ truth out of my miouth, I promife you, in his name, affured
¢ viflory this day 5* but the event was not of a kind to jul~
tify much future confidence in his promiles 3~~the Cove.
nanters, amounting to about 6eco foot, and Goo horfe, were
completely vanquifhed by about 17c0 half-armed Highlanders
and Irith, who left 2co0 of them dzad in the ficld, and tools
20co prifoners,

Charailer of the Pecple, {£c.—~The {fobriety of the peaple
may be in fome meafure inferred from the fingle circumitan.
ce, that there is only one ale.houfe, or whifky-fhop, in the
parifh. Their indufiry, too, may be accounted confiderable,
from what has been faid of their agriculture and manufac=-
tures 3 and if their minifter’s report can be received as ime
partial evidence, they are mo lefs diftinguilhed by Chriftian
charity, in the different branches of that cardinal virtue,

"The only pecuhar duiadrnnragc of outward fituation, un-
der which they labour,~is.dhat of bad foads; and if lome
fpeedy and effeClual nic*thm! jof-igproving them could be
adopted, the relicf waul{i be" gﬁ indeed ! In the mean

Vor. XVIL Ty g time,
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time, they are thankful for the advantage they derive from 2
lately-formed turnpike-road pafling through a part of the
parifh 3 and for the gradual, thoush flow, improvement of
their other roads, which the flatute-labour is in the courle

of accomplithing.

END OF THE SEVENTEENTH VOLUME.
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