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NUMBER IX

"UNITED PARISHES OF COLVEND
AND SOUTHWICK.

{CounTy oF KIRKCUDBRIGHT.~—S¥YNOD AND PRESBYTERY OF
DumrriEes.)

By the Rev. Mr James Lirryrg, Minifler,

-ll—b—--l-—m—.—_q_

C}ngin gf the Names,

HE name of the parith of CoL vEn D appears to have been
antiently CurLweN. In the 15th century, a Fobannes

de Culwen, the ancellor of the prefent famjl}' of CURWEN
of Workington, in Cumberland, Iato which the name, when
unconnefted with the territory, hath been corrupted, married
a daughter of the family of the Stuarts, Lords of Galloway;
which is vouched by the principal contralt of marriage, in
the poffeffion of the Curwen family.-~SovTHWICK appears
to be a compound of the Englifh word futh, and the Saxon
word wic, which fignifies, in that language, #he winding of a

VLY.

Situation, Extent, and Form.—This is one of what are called
the ten Pﬂrj@e: *, which lie within the ftewartry of Kirkcud-
bright, on the caft fide of the water of Urr, or Orr, but
within the prefbytery, {ynod, and commiflariot of Dumfries,

‘Che river Urr feparates it, on the W. from the parith of
BUEttiﬂn

® 'The other g are Urr. Kirkpatrick Daorham, Kirkgunzeon,
New.Abbey, Kirkbean, Troquire, Terregles, Lochrutton, and

Kirfpatrick Irongray.
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of Colvend and Southwick. 99

Bujttle, It extends, in length, from E, to W, along the
coaft of the Solway Frith, about 8 miles, and in breadth,
from N. to S. about 4 miles, forming nearly a right angled
parallelogram. The parith church ftands 20 miles 5. W. from
Dumfries, 16 miles E. from Kirkcudbright, and g leagues, by
water; N, of the town of Whitehaven in Cumberland.

Surface, Soil, Hills, &'c.—The furface of this parifh is ex-
tremely rough and irregular., No extenfive traéls of arable
land, er regular fields, are here to be met with; but only
fmall {fpots and patches, and even thefe much broke and in-
terrupted by rocks, large beaps or cairns of {tones, and im-
penctrable copfes of thorn, furze, and briers or bramble, The
furface is generally uneven, all alcending or defcending, but
the many rifing grounds and hills are not very high. For
near 2 miles towards the E. end of the parith, along the ceaft,
the country becomes more {mooth and flut, and the fields
more regular, and moltly arable: But along the northern fron-
tier, efpecially towards the N. E. extremity of the parith,
there are very mountainous grounds covered with heath, and
running in a chain, into the {kirts of the large and confpicu-
ous mountain Crow-feli *. In fuch a country, it is next to
impoflible to afcertain the precife quantity of arable ground,
or even to conjefture what proportion it bears, to the many
fpots and large tralts of what may be pronounced incapable
of cultivation, and utterly unimprovable. The foil is, for the
moft part, a light loam, warm and fertile, adapted for paftu.
rage rather than tillage. It would be much more produélive,
were it not for a pernicious mixture of coarfe fand{ or rather
large particles of flint and crumbled granite ftone, which toa

haftily

% Both in this, and the neighbouring counties of Cumberfand
and Weltmorland, many of the large traéts of high mountaiagus
ground are called &/, ' |
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haftily ablorbs the natural moifture, and foon exhaufts the
firength of manure and improvement. Of late years, confide-
rable and pretty fuccefsful efforts have been made, for clear-

ing the ground of ftones and bramble, extending the quan. :

tity of arable land, and building fences; fo that now almofb
all that will admit of culture, or improvement, hath been ac-
tually brought under the plough.

Sea Cosfl.—~The fea coaft here along the frith is remark-
ably bold and rocky, forming high and tremendous precipices,
from which the tide ebbs, leaving dry a large tract of flat
fand, from whence, at low water, may be viewed fome piftu-
refque and magnificent feenes :  High and pointed fpires, at
the bafes of which are paflages through them in form of rude
arches ; fpacious and regular amphitheatres, and mouths of
caverns running up under ground into the land, farther than
any human being hath ever adventured to explore. In the
crevices of the rock, but generally where the precipice is over-
hanging, or moft inacceffible, is found the marine plant /am.
phrire, well known as a preferve or pickle; to the dangerous
expedients for gathering which, as alluded to of old by Shake-
fpeare #, the people here are, at this day, no firangers, I'o-
wards the eaft, about the mouth of Southwick water, the
coaft becomes entirely flat.

Frith, Riversy, &'c —The Solway Frith, here, is ¢ leagues
over. DBy it there is frequent communijcation with the towns
of Whitchaven, Partoun, Harrington, Workington, Mary-
port, and Allanby, in the north of England; from whence

kme is imported, and conveyed into the interior parts of
the

half way down
Hangs one that gathers famphire; dreadful trade.

LEear. .
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of Colvend .and Seuthlvick. - ray

the country up the water of Urr; which is 2 miles broad at
its confluence with the frith, and is navigable from thence
about 8 miles by vefftls of 8o tons burden. This navigable
river, about 2 mules from i - mouth, forms within land a large
bafon, commonly callcd Gu##’s Hold, into which large veffels
are often obliged to put, in ftormy weather, where they are
well fheltered and fafely moored. The water of Soucthwick
is a {matler ftream, which falls into the frith towards the :ai_t
end of the parith, and alfo affords a convenience for impor-
tation of lime ; being navigable for near 2 miles by vefiels of
{mail burthen. The navigation, however, of the Solway Frith
is every day becoming miore difficult and hazardous, by the
large fand banks which lie in its channel, on which many
fhipwrecks happen ; and which within thefe few years have
rifen muach higher, and extended themfelves much farther
out towards its mouth, feeming to thteaten, at no very diftant
period, to fhut it up aliogeiher,

Climate, and 1jifeafes.— T'his part of the country, enjoying

a free circulation of air, a warm dry foil, and, like all other
rocky countries, many fprings of excellent water, might be
expefted to be more healthy than it is really experienced to
be. Exceflive falls of rain, brought by violent foutherly and
fouth-wefterly winds, biowing in from the ntighbouring At-
lantic, have of late years been feverely felt here ; and have
probably contributed to the frequency of flow fevers, fluxes,
catarrhs, and confumptions, but above all to rheumatic coms
plaints, which ‘univerfally prevail here. In autumn 1772, thé
infeftion of 2 malignant fever was communicated to this pad
rifh from abroad, and made great havock: [t was 3 yeur$
before the infeftion was quite extinguithed, The {udden and
loud guits of fouth-wefterly winds, feveral of whith hﬂg‘b&ﬂ
cxperienced in this pare of the country, uncum':ﬁnly violén?
within

= The Unbawrsity of Edinbergh
Thiz University of Glasopow
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within thefe laft 12 years, are by fome conjetured to proceed
from volcanic eruptions from the bottom of the Atlantic

oican.

State of Property~The old valued rent of the parith is
31831, Scotch. The prefent rental cannot be precifely ftated:
Accefs cannot be eafily had to the knowledge of the rent of
fome farms ; feveral grounds are in the natural polfcflion of
the proprietors: It may probably be fomewhat between 2500l.
and 3000l. There are 22 heritors, fome of whom have pro-
perty in the parith to the extent of 7001, per annum ; fome fo
low as 71. Ten of thefe are refident. There are no towns or
villages in the parith. The farms are generally fmall: There
are about 130 tenants, or perfons who may be faid to occupy
land in the parith, not more than on¢ or two of whom farm

to the extent of 100 1. of yearly rent; many fo low as g 1.

Produce and Cultivation—~The kinds of grain produced here
confift chiefly of oats and barley ; and of green crops, pota-
tacs, turnips, and clover. The rotation of crops ufually ob-
ferved is, firlt 2 or 3 fucceflive crops of oate; then the ground
is fummer fallowed, and dunged, with a green crop of pota-
toes or turnips; laftly, a crop of barley, along with which are
" fown ryegrafs, and red and white clover feeds: After one
crop.of hay is taken, the ground is paftured 4 or g years be- -
fore it is again opened up. Lime is ufed 2s 2 manure, and is
imported from Cumberland, at 1 5. the Carlifle bufhel. Shells
are found in great abundance on the fhore, and have alfo
been much ufed, but are experienced to be rather too ftimu-
lating 2 manure for fo very thin and light a foil. ‘The great
4xcellency of fhells, as a manure, is for breaking or loofening
n fiff clay, or a heavy wet foil. The farmers here, and all

wrer Galloway, at length convinced of the benefit and impor-
' tance
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tance of dung as a manure, are difufing the praftice of laying
their black cattle out in the open fields all winter, and are
now beginning to feed them in houfes or fhades. The foil,
not only of this parifh, but of almoft the whole county, be-
ing warm and dry, in wet {fummers produces luxuriant crops
of corn and grafs. The crops here have been very plentiful

thefe laft 4 or 5 years.

Exports, Pricer of Wages, &¢.—Unpromifing 2s the appear-
ance of the country is, this parifh produces confiderably more
grain than is confumed by the inhabitants. There are ge-
nerally exported from it, annually, aboutr 2500 Wincheiter
bufhels of barley to Whitchaven, Lancafier, and Liverpool;
and from 3000 to 4000 ftones of vatmeal to the fea-port and
manufaftaring towns in the weft of Scotland ; befides confi-
derable quantities of potatoes to the Englith market. The
exporting prices of barley here have been, on an average of
the laft 10 years, 2s. 81 d per Winchefter buthel, and of
patmeal 1s. g3 d, per ftone of 17 lib. 1o oz. averdupois. Po-
tatoes are fold at from 208, to 3o5. per ton. The prices of
butcher meat here are regulated by the Dumifries market.
The fmaller articles of provifion, fuch as butter, fowls, eggs,
gzc. are rather high, as there are very frequent opportunitios
of conveying them to the fea-port towns in the north of Eng-
. land, where they find a ready market. The wages of me=
chanics, and prices of labour of all kinds, have of late years
- rifen very high here, as in all.the other farming countics in
the fouth of Scotland,

Woods and Plantations,—From the great quantitics of large
and full grown oak timber, flill in good prefervation, which
are dug up in the many finall fpots of peat mofs in the pa-
yith, it would appear that nutural wood had abounded in it.

“ Ipdeed,
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Indeed, the vulgar tradition is, that, a few centuries ago, it
was wholly a wood or foreft. There are till fome natural
wopd-lands in the interior parts of the parith ;3 and feveral
fonall plantations of barrenr timber have been made lately,
ahich thrive well. - Very many attempts are now making to
xear fruit orchards in the parifh ; but, owing to the extreme
thinnefs and lightnefs of the foil, and the unfavourable expo-
fore of this part of the coantry to the fouth.wefterly winds,
they do riot promife much fuccéfs,

Fifb, t&c.—The kinds of fith taken here are falmon, white
fiéuvnders, plaife, fome foles of a very large fize, fkate, and,
very rarely, turbot; but the great ftaple is cod, of which
targe quantities, and fome of excellent quality, are taken here,
and carried to Dumfries, and other neighbouring fmaller towns,
niid fold at from 1 d. to 3 d. per pound. Of thell fith, large
quantities of cockles and mufcles are found on the coaft; al-
-fo fhrimps, wilks, and other fmaller kinds, of little value. No
companies are affociated here for the purpofe of carrying on
-any fifherics. Moft part of the inhabitants, however, near
the cosfl, are océafionally employed in fithing, but ail as fingic
adventuorers. The thallownefs of the water near the fhore,
and the ropghnefs of the fea in the cod fithing feafon, render
theule of boats in fithing danggrous, and almoft impraflicable,
The fhores produce 15 or 20 tons of kelp once in §or 6
years; an article reduced nearly one half in price fince the
basilla aét was paffed in 1781, |

Ecelefioftical State.—~The church, which is fituated near the
B« W. corner of the parith, one mile N. from the frith, and
.t the fame diftance E. from the water of Urr, was built in

I, Is very phfn, bt large and commodious. The manfe,
. which fiagds aboyt 3 quarter of a mile N. E. of the church,
upon
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vpon the banks of a lake of 55:: acres extent, and .in form of
& crefcent, was built in 1763, for what was at that time ua.
derftood to be the legal allowanee, 1000l Scotch, and con-
fequentty upon a {oall plan, and poosrly execored. In 1947
it was repaired, and fome additions made toit. The glebe
confifts of about 6 acres. The annexed parith of Sou -
wICK lies to the eaftward, and the minifter pofiefles alio a
glebe there of about 8§ acres. Although the wails of the old
church of Soutawick, which {tands in a very remautic imajl
ftrath, about 4 wiles E, from the parith church, fill remain
in many places at their full heighth, yet there is not the
fmalleft tradition of any incumbent there, or of any circum-
ftance relating to iv as a feparate charge. It appears to have
been annexed to Colvend ever fince the reformation, In Fe-
bruary 1650, Mr David Fope, then incumbent, obtained de-
creét againh the heritors of both parithes, modifying the fti-
pend at 3 chalders of viftual, two thirds meal and one-third
bear, and gool Scotch of money, with go merks for commu-
nion elements. By a new decreet in 1789, the fipend was
modified at Bool. beoteh, with 40 1. Scotch for comymunion
clemeats, and the viftual continued. However long thefe
parifbes have been united, their antient bouedaries are ftill
diitinctiy known.  Colvend is to Southwick *, in point of
reatal, extent of territory, and population, nearly as three to

twao,

School, —There was modified, o lately as April 1793, 200
merks of {ehool falary, of which one fchoolmalter, who teach-
Vor. XViL O Cs

o There has been found lately a diary of the perfonal expen-
<es N._huig Ebpwarp I. of England, in one of his expeditions
dganit Scotland, kept by his purfer, or fome of the domefics
An bis fuite, where, among other arricles, is flated a fmall fum,
nﬁ:r:d, with his d:vnﬂﬂna, Lo our I,g{? af Sottthnvick,
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cs within a mile of the church, enjoys 71. 25, and has up-
wards of 4o f:hniarsikhis income may be 18 1. per annum.
The remajader of the modified falary, with 21. yearly of mor-
tificd moncy, is-given to another teacher, who keeps a fchool
in the eaftern end of the parith, and has ulually 3o fcholars.
His yearly income is about 131, The heritors have lately
affefled themfelves in 6o 1. for building two commodious and
- {ufficient ichool-houfes, which will be executed in {pring

3794

Population.— Although the number of births, which is
generally about 36 annually, greatly exceeds the number of
deaths, which is from 18 to 24, yet the population feems
not to have increafed much thefe 18 years, This, and the
excels of the number of females to that of males, nay be
accounted for, by many of the young men going to fea, or
to fettle abroad. Ia 1772, by an epidemical malignant fe-
ver, and in 1774, by emigration, the population of this pa-
rilh fuffered two fuvere thocks, from which it hath fcarcely
yet recovered. Notwithitanding thefe circumftances, how-
ever, there has been an increafe upon the whole within
thefc 40 years. The number of inhabitants at prefeat,

(1794) is, Males - - 456
Females - - 508

—  96a

The return to Dr Webfter, in 1955, was 808

Increafe 66

Oceupations.—Tt is impoflible to clafs the above inhabitants
by their refpective occupations. About §2 are failors. The
farms being numerous and {mall, many huibandmen are oc-
cafionally alfo mafons, wrights, carpenters, fhoemakers, wea-

- vers,
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a ' * 1
vers, and tailors, and one man profcffes fometimes two, or
even three of thele different mechanic branches.

Herjer and DBlack Caitle.~There are in the P'-'I!I‘]-ﬂ'l upwards
of 200 horfes, being confiderably more than are fufficient
for aJl the purpofes of agricyliure ; but fo it generally hap-
pens where there are many very {mall farms. There are
kept about G5¢ milk cows or breeders, all the offspring of
which are preferved, and carefully reared to aped cattle.
There are about -1 300 rifing caule, from 1 to 4 years cld,
kept the year round, at which age, when they are a}riv:d,
they are fold lean to the graziers on the fouth-caflern coun-
ties of England, at from 7 !. to 10l. a-head. All thefe are
of the true Galloway breed, moftly wanting horns, not of
the largeft fize, but very handiome. The breeds both of
horfes and black cattle in this purifh have been much im-

proved within thefe § years.

Skeep and Goats.—There are about 2000 fheep kept in the
parith, and about 100 goats in the more remote and moun-
tainous grounds. Among the fheep there are fome flocks
of the brown-faced fmall old Scottith kind, with fine fhort
wool; the greateft nuinber are of the black-faced kind. There
are allo a few upen the lower and more improved grounds
of the larger breeds, with white faces, which have in later

years been introduced from England *.

Minerals.

* About 6 or 7 years ago, a gentieman of this parith, 2 Mr
Crossig, then mafler of a'veflel in the Baitic trade, purchafed
from fome Laplanders he faw at Stockholm, a Lapland ram
with 4 horns, of about the fize and weight of the common black.
faced fheep of this country ; but his great excellence was his
fleece, which was very abundant, and remarkably fine and filky.
He brought him home to this country, with which he feemed

to
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Minerals *.—The rocks and f{tones, which abound fo mucly
in this parith, are all of hard grani'm, many of them inter-
fperfed with veins of flint or fpar. They furnifh excellent
materials for walls and fences. There is likewife a qoarry
of a free or fofter fpecies of granite, on one part of the
fhore, which is worked for mill-ftones, and from whence all
the mills in the fouth-weft of Scotland are furnithed. Ma-
ny of them are. alfo carried into the interior parts of the
country, am! {fome are fent to dreland. From 20 to 15 are
{cld annually at about 3 1. each,

Fuel.—There are very many fmall {pots of peat mofs in
the parifh, which are now much exhaufted. The prepara-
tion of this kind of fuel, upon which the fole dependence
of the generality of the inhabirants has hitherto been, is
here attended with valt expence of time and labour, and af-
ter ail they are but poorly fupplied. However humane the
intention of the legiflature was, in the late commutation of

the coal duty, it has been in a great meafure frultrated, as
to

ro agree very well.  He was obferved to delight much i crop-
ping the heather, and to prefer it to every other plant the cli-
mate prodouced. He lived 15. months in the country, and ex-
perienced all our variety of feafon. Ile propagated with a
ewe of this country ; but both he und his offspring were killed
by fome other arumal, by which mieans the breed was unfurtu-

Hitttﬁ]}r J.D-ft.

* About 25 years ago, a copper mine was opened in this
parilh, near the rocky fhore. A confiderable quantity of ore
was dug up, and fent in cafks to a {melting furnace at fome
diftanice. It wus found to be rich, and adlualiy produced as
much copper as cleared all charges upon it ; but the work was
relinquithed. The ettute, upon which it was fonod, was then
the paternal eflate of the late Countets of SuTnsaranp and La-
dy Guenorcuy, but is now the property of Mr Oswarp of
Auchencruive,
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to this part of the country, by the {elfifhnefs of the propri-
etors or tackl{men of the coal mines along the Cumberiand
coaft, who immediately availed themfelves of the opportn-
nity it gave them to advance the price of coals at the pit, fa
far as to keep them ftill above the reach of the fmaller far-

mers, and inferior clafles.

Rare Natural Produflions.—DBefides the wild éluadruptds,
common to all the fouth of Scotland, there have been found
here fome few individuals of a fpecies of the weafel, more
rare in this country. It refembles the pole.cat, or common
foumart, from which it is diftieguifbed by the largenels of
its fize, the {yperior quality of its fur, and by being free of
that foetid fmell which renders the other fo difagreeable
and difgufting. It 15 vulgarly called the martin, and is the
miflela martis of naroral hiftorians.—There are found upon
the [hore here fome of thofe wonderfu! marine prpdufltions,
which feem to be the links that conneét the animal and wve.
gerable fyftems, viz, the PoLyrls, called alio tue Sea Ane-
mone. It does not poflefs a loco. motive faculty, and its or-
pans are too impertzct to entitle it to be ranked with ani-
mals 3 but appears to have fomewhat of more fZnfarion than
can be afcribed to a merely vegetable fubftance, like fome of
which, too, it is reproduced from any part cut off.  Such of
them ss are {ound here are of a {maller fize, and their co-

lours are not {o vivid, as thofe in warmer climates *.—Some
of

* A neighhouring clergyman, however,/:he Rev. Mr Muiz.
vEaDp of L rr), feems to be uf a diferent opinion r:fpcfi’ing this
wonderful fenin-snumal. In a letter to a friend in town he
gives the following defcription of it: ¢ About § years ago I
“ Jdifcovered, in the parith of L olvend, the Animal Flower, in as
** great periediion and s.aiicry as it is in Jamaica. The lively
* colours, aud the various wnd elegant forms of the Polypus

“ om
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,of the {prings that ooZe through the rocks are of a perrify-
#ng quality, particularly in the higher and more rugged hills
in Southwick, ncar Crow-fell, where fome chryftallizations are
found. .

Antiquities * .~ At Fairgarth, near the center of the parifh,
there is a well formed of a very copious fpring of excellent

water, arched over, which goes by the name of 8t Law-
rence’s Well, bard by which are the veftiges of a chapel, with

burying

¢ on this coaft, are truly equal to any thing recited by natural
s« hillorians, relpe®ing the fea flowers of any other country.
¢ To fee a flower of purple, of green, blue, yellow, &e. firiving
# to catch a worm, is really amufing.”

* About the year 1780, there was found upon the eftate of
Sonthwick, belonging to Sir James Rippery, Bart. in the mid-
dle of a large granite tone, when blatted with gun powder, in
a focket exaltly fitted to it, a picce of the fame kind of fub-
Bance, fmooth and polifhed, in form fomewhat refembling a
rude hatchet. It was about g inches long, 6 broad at the one
+ end, and § at the other end, about the thicknefs of the palm of
the hand ; one of the angles at the broad end a little more acute
than the other, the corners a little rounded, and fharp round.
the edges. The virtuofi, to whofe infpeftion it was fubmitted,
did not hefitate immmediately to pronsunce it to be a hatchet,
whith had been ufed by the Draids in performing facrifice,
which copjecture they imagined warranted by the vellige of a
Druidical temple very near the place where it was found : Bot
this depends upon an hypothefis which admits rather of fome
doubt. When the fize, the firmnels, and folidity of the mafs
in which it was found, are conflidered, and the difliculty of af-

ing any period fince the creation as the commencement of

formation of fuch a mafs—indeed our entire ignorance of
the pature and progrefs of fuch a procefs, or the time it wonld
require,—it mult be owned it becomes rather problematical,
whether this hatchet is the work of art, and ever exilted in a
Tate feparate from the ftone out of which it.was taken ; or if
¢he phenomenon is only a fufus naturae,
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burying ground * around it, now occupied as a bara.yard,—
At the fouth-weit corner of the parifh, on a very high pro.
montory, or head of land, formed by the junétion of the
Water of Urr with the Solway Frith, there are the veftiges
of a work of ftrength, fuppofed to be Danith; the folsé is
fiill very apparcut. {t bears the name of the E.:gﬁﬁe.‘ﬁﬁﬂfgf
Barctay. Upon the bink of the fame river, on the eaft {ide,
about two iles farther up, upon the narrow top of a {mall,
but high, fteep, and rocky hill-or mount, have lately been
dilcovered the veftiges of another work of firength, which,
from the fcapty remains of its materials that are to be found,
antiquarians fuppofe to have been a vitrified fort, 'The
place is called the Moat of the Mark, or Msr}faﬂ*dgf' Bar-
eluy 1.

Manners.—'The lfle of Man, which lies 24 leagues diftant
to the S. W. the higher grounds of which are in fight here,
is well known, before the lordihip of it was purchaled by
government in 1765, to have been the great channel of a
contraband trade with France, to the fecret operation of
which, the nature of this country as above defcribed, but
then in a ftill more unpolifhed ftate, was moft favourable.
Having the advantage of many fecret caverns, impervious
thickets, devious paths, and unfrequented trals, which af.
forded innumerable and fecure hiding places, it is not to be
wondered at, if the inhabitants were generally and decply
engaged in it, and confequently addifted to idlenefs, and to
that fpecies of intemperance to which the ftaple of that

trade

* Some people were alive lately, who remembered tohave feen
?::-me of the tomb:iftones and infcriptions, but none can now be
ound.
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trade immediately minifired. DBut the abolition of that trade
has had a happy effedt upon the improvement of the country,
and the manners of the people in this corner; and the traces
of thefe more licentious times, which were a proverbial re-
proach to this parifh, are now almoft wholly ebliterated.
The prefent gencration are trained up in habits of fobriety
and induftry, for which, and for their attention to their
farms and refpective occupations, they are perhaps now no
lefs remarkable, than they wer¢ inthofe more diffclute times,
for their diflipation.

Difadvantages.—~The moft ftriking which occur apply to
the whole county of Galloway, as well as-to this parifh,
namely, the difadvantages under which the farmers and
breeders of black cattle, the great ftaple of this part of the
country, labour in marketing them,—A number of young
fellows, of the very loweft clafs, who diflike, or affet to be
above labour, turn what are called sobbers, {cour the country,
and infeft the cattle markets, and, by picking up the younger
cattic, intercept a profit between the breeder and grazier, to
the prejudice of one, or perhaps both of them. Thisis an
evil which it is impracticable to reftrain, unlefs by fomething
like the following method : That the farmers in general, fer
their mutual advantage, fhould enter into a concert, where-
by it fhall be underfltood, to be laid down as a rile, that
thofe who rear the cattle fhail-fell them only to thefe, who,
they know, can graze them upon their own farms or poffef-
fions ; and that thofe again thall buy only fiom thofg, whom
they know to have reared them, or who have kept them at
leaft for months.~~Another evil, of which the confequences
" have been, and prefently are, feverely feit by many, is the
frequent and weighty failures of the greater drovers, that is,

thofe who yearly buy the aged cattle through the country,
collelt
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colleft them into large droves. and carry them up to the
markets in the fouth-caft counties of England. " They ge-
nerally buy upon credit ; payments are not expeéted, until,
in the courle of 4 or § months, they are enabled to make
them from their returns in the Englith markets, and confe-
quently muit, in a great meafure, depend upon their fuccefs
there, which they themfelves have the exclufive privilege of
reporting to the farmer their creditor. Of thefe adventu-
rers, who thefe many years have obtained the credit and
confidence of the country, the greater number have at one
time or other failed, and fome repeatedly. By fuch failures
large fums have been loft, honeft and indufirious farmers
much hurt and reduced, and whole familics ruined, It were
to be wilhed that the Englith graziers, or cattle merchants,
were to be {een buying their cartle in our own markets, ra-
ther than that our farmers fhould be obliged to run fuch
rifks, in trufting their property to fo great extent, in the
hands of people, fo many of whom they have experienced
to be unworthy of their confidence, in order to ger it dif-
pefed of in the remotelt parts of the ifland.

Vor. XVII. P NUM-

- £ T Bnieeesity of Edinlasrgh
Thir Uniwirsily of Slaggow



