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NUMBER XIV,

PARISH OF St. NINI ANS.

(couNTY OF STIRLING.)

By the Reve Mr SHERIFFa

Name.

'HE ancient name of this parifh was Eggles The ap-
peliation is derived from the eminence of the place of
worlh#p, ecclefia, by which the parith was diftinguifhed.
The modern name, both of the parith and of its principal
village, St. Ninians, is derived from St. Ninian, whofe hif-
tory is not certainly known. The following conjefture is,
however, [ufficiently probable to give fome gratification to
the curious. According to Buchanan *, Dongardus {uc-
ceeded to the kingdom of Scotland in the year 452. About
this period, the Scottith ecclefialtics werg infected with the
Pelagian herefy. L1 -lladius was employed by Celeitine to
oppofe the Pelagians : :nd Ninianus is . entioned among
his difciples, as highly diflinguifhed, both by the exrent of
his lcarning and the iaStity of his life. The charalter of
Vor. XVIIL 3 C thole

* Book sth.
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thofe times gives fufficient reafon to believe, that Ninian was
afterwards canonized :+ and as no other faint of that name
occurs in our hiftory, it is not unrecafonable to conclude, that
5t. Ninian’s Row in Edinburgh, St. Ninian's Well in this
place, as well as this parith and village, received their appel-
lations in honour of this pious reformer.

It is not neceflary to fuppofe that the parifh adopted the
name of the faint immediately after his death, or even imme-
diately after his canonization. In ourown times, new build-
ings have affumed the names of ancient faints ; whilft a char.
ter, belonging to the abbacy of Cambufkenneth, furnifies
a reafon for limiting the prefent name of the parifh to the Jat-
ter years of the papal fupremacy in Scotland.

"The names of the other villages are generally of Englith ex»
traction. T'o this clafs, belong Newmarket, Miltown, Char-
terfhall, Clayhills, Newhoule, and Bannockburn. Pow-
milne and Polmaife appear to be derived from pow, a provin-
cial word, [ignifying a watery place. From the Gacelic we
muft learn the meaning of fuch names as thefe: Touch,
Touch-adam, Touch-gorm, Auchenbowic, and Auchenlilly,
Liufpout.

Situatien.—The parifh belongs to the fynod of Perth and
Stirling, and-to the prufbytery of Stirling. It is bounded
on the caft by the parifh of Airth; on the fouth, by Lar-
bart, Dunipace, and Kilfyth ; on the weft, by Fintry and
Gargunnock ; the river Forth, if the fmall fpace occupied by
the panith of Stirling be excepted, {eparates it on the north
from Kincardine, Lecropt, Logie, and Alloa,

ZxtentommThe road between Powbridge, the caftern extre-
mity of the parith, and Randyford, the weitern extremity,

meafures between 15 and 16 miles @ but as the figure of the
parifh
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parith is irregular, its extent may be computed, at a medi-
um, about 10 miles from eall to weft, and about 6 miles from
north to fouth.

The appearance of the Parifl ancient and medern.—The pa-
rith is naturally divided into three regions. 1{he moft nor-
therly divifion is called the Carfes. The carfes are flat lands
lying along the banks of the Forth, from the eaft to the wefl
end of the parith : thefe lands, in a plain but alittle raifed a-
bove the level of the Forth, extend {outhward from one to
two or three miles,

The dryfield lands form the middle divifion. Thefe rife
fuddenly and confiderably above the level of the carfes, and
occupy by much the moft extenfive part of the parith. The
muirlands form the higheft region and the moft foutherly di-
vifion. They rife confidersbly above the level of the dryfield
grounds, and occupy, it is fuppofed, fomewhat more than a
fourth part of the whole extent of the parifh.

It is highly probable, that not only a great part of the dry-
ficeld lands, but that a great part of the muirlands alfo was
originally covered with wood. The royal foreft of Dun-
daft’ mult have covered the high lands, which are flill cal-
led by the name of the lands of Dundaff. The royal
foreft of Stirling muft have covered the rifing grounds to
the fouth of that town. An extenfive mofs rendcrs it pro-
bable, that even the low lands of the parifh, efpecially to the
north eaft, were once covered with trees. There can be
no doubt, that at an early period, the Torwood occupied
much of the lands of the parifh to the eaft and to the {outh
eaft.

The limits of the carfe and dryfield lands, ftiil affume the
general appearance of the banks of a river, and give plaufibi-
lity to an cpinion, that the carfe lands were originally covered

3Cz2 b
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by the water of the IForth, But be this as it may, the hifto.
1y of the battle of Bannockburn, gives fullcient evidence
that the carfles, in the Reign of King Robert Bruce, formed
an almoft impaflible morafs.

It is by no means probable, that the exertions of art were
much employed in improving the original appearance of the
parith. We have few manuments of antiquity, except the
Roman caufeway which enters the parifh at the Torwood,
and paffes through it in a north-wefterly diretion.

The ruins found in the Muirland, near the fource of the
Carron, fhould, with fome others in the parith, have been
paffed over in filence, were they not generally fuppofed to be
the remains of a caftle, the refidence of Sir John the Graham,
who fell in the battle of Falkirk, defending the liberty of his
country, again{t the ambition of Edward.

Prefent Appearance.~The prefent appearance of the parifh
1s very diff rent from its former ftate; the face of the country
is naturally beautiful, and the natural beauty of the hills and
vallies is increafed by the windings of the Forth, by innu-
merable inclofures, by many young thriving plantations, by
a variety of villages, and by feveral genteel houfes, appearing
in different parts of the parifh,

The carfes are now efteemed as valuable as any land in
North.Britain, They have already attained the higheft de-
gree of modern cultivation ; and generally produce luxuriant
crops of wheat, barley, oats, peas, beans, flax, and artificial
grafics.

The dryfields are in general arable, and have likewife reach-
ed a confiderable degree of cultivation. They produce the
fame crops with the carfes; though the produce of the latter
be generally fuperior to the produce of the former, both in

quantity and quality.
The
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The muirlands are in general moft profitably employed in
rearing black cattle and fheep; though in many places they
are arable, and might on every farm {upply the quantity of
corn confumed by the feuars and tenants,

HAgriculture in the Carfes.—Rotation of Crops.—A farm 1s
divided into fix parts. The firft part is laid down in fallow,
the fecond part in wheat, the third in beans, the fourth in
barley, the fifth in grafs, the fixth in oats. The rotation on
each of thefe Gix parts is the fame, viz. fallow, wheat, beans,
barley, grafs, oats. The only difference confifts in the crop
with which the rotation begins. The firlt part begins with
fallow, &ec. according to the prefent condition of the land.

Tillage.~—The fallow whillt preparing for a crop of
wheat, is ploughed fix times, if the weather be favourable ;
the fields for beans or oats once, for barley thrice or four
times 3 grafles are ufually fown with the barley.

Manure.——Eight chalders of lime are aliowed to 2n acre.
The lime is thrown on the fallow after the fifth plowing,
and immediately before the {ixth plowing, when the wheat 1s
fown. Dung is laid on the ground that is preparing for
barley ; feventy carts are allowed to an acre.  No other ma-
nure, for the molt part, is employed during one rotation of

fix years,

Seed and Produce.~Two firlots of wheat fown on an acre,
return from eight to ten bolls. Three firlots of barley fown
0n an acre, return feven bolls. One boll or five Oirlots of
Qats fown on an acre, return f{ix or feven bolls. TFive or fix
lirlots of beans fown on an acre, rcturn feven or eight bolls.

Two firlots of rye grafs, with fix or eight pounds of clover
fown,
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fown on an acre, ulually return about 2c0 flones of hay.
The carfe farmers ulually confine themfelves to one crop of

g‘rafs.

Seed. time, c.——Beans are fown about the beginning of
March ; oats about the latter end of March ; barley about
the latter end of April; wheat fome time before or about
the firfl of November.

Harvelt ufually begins about the middie of Augufl, and
ends about the laft of September.

The cultivation of the dryfield lands is fomewhat different
from the cuitivation of the carfes. The fucceflion of crops
in the dryheld is commonly in the following order: Oats two
years, barley one year, grafs one year, pafturs two years.
Where the ground is very good, peas and beans inftead
of oats arc fometimes fown in the fecond year of the ro-
tation.

Land preparing for oats, peas or beans, is ploughed once.
Ground for barley twice. Graflcs are ufually fown with the
barley.

Lime is laid on the dryficld lands in the month of Augutt,
immediately after the grafs crop is cut. It is not ploughed
down. Seven chalders are allowed to an acre. Dung is Jaid
on the ground, preparing lor barley; fixty carts drawn by one
horfe, are allowed to an acre. When beans and peas are
fown, the dung is laid upon the ground preparing for them.
Weither more nor other manure is almoft ever ufed during
one rotation of fix years. There is marle in the parith, but
the ufe of it has of late been almofit entirely difcontinued.

Five firlots of eats fown on an acre, return {even bolls.
Three firlots of barley fown on an acre, return feven bolls.
Five firlots of peas and beans fown on an acre, return {ix or

{feven bolls. Half aboll of rye-grafs feed, and eight pounds
of
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of red, and four pounds of white clover {eed fown on an acre,
return 200 ftones of hay.

Oats are fown about the middle of March., Barley about
the beginning of May. Beans about the firft of March.

Qats and beans are reaped about the middle of September,
Barley about the latter end of Auguft.

When wheat is fown on the dryfield lands, which is net
generally done, the preparation, excepting two plowings, is
the fame as in the carfes.

The carfe land is too wet during wintev, for the profitable
cultivation of turnips; they are fometimes fown on the dry-
fields.

A few potatoes are planted by almoft every farmer, whe-
ther in the carfes or in the dryficlds. Three bolls planted on
an acre return about [ixty bolls. A little flax alfo i3 generally
fown afrer potatoes. Twelve pecks of lintlced fown on an
acre, return thirty fix ftones of lint from the mill. Diffe-
rent kinds of ploughs are ufed. The price alio varies from 12s.
to L. 2:125: 6d. Two horles are ufually put to a plough;
and are fufficient to cultivate a farm of thirty acres.

It need hardly be added, that thele ftatements have been
made at an average, and mull frequently and confiderably
vary according to the circumflances of particular feafons, and
of different farmers.

Roads,~~Seven miles of the great turnpike road from Edin.
burgh te Stirling, five or fix miles of the turnpike road from
Stitling o Glafgow, about twelve miles of the road from
Dunbarton to the ferry near Alloa, lie in this parith.  All our
roids and bridges are kept in excellent repair by the attention
of the country gentlemen. The expences are defrayed by the
Produce of the tolls, or of the ftatute labour,

Abouz
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About twelve years'ago, an act of parliament was obtained
for the better regulation of the ftatute work in the county of
Stirling. By that aét, inftead of ftatute labour, leave is given
to affefs the land in 18s fter. for every L. 100 Scots of the

valued rent.

Rivers.~—The water of Endrick, famous for its troute, rifes
in our muirlands; and after running wefltward through the
parithes of Fintry, Balfron, Killearn, Drymen, and Buchan-
an, empties itfelf into Loch Lomond.

Bannockburn (fo ealled, ( Afajoris Hifforia) becaufe on it
was made the meal of the bannocks, or panis cineritius of the
Romans ; cakes toafted under the athes were called bannocks},
receives its water partly from Loch Coulter, and partly from
the high lands in the north weft part of the parifh. It takes
its courfle towards the north eaft, and falls into the Forth with-
in the bounds of the parith. This {mall river might be em-
ployed to grear advantage by the manufaturer or artifan,

The Carron runs along the fouthern boundary of the parifh
for five miles and an half. 'The Poems of Oflian have mark-
ed the banks of this river as the {cene of battle between the
Romans and the independent clans of the north.

It has been thought, though it cannot be certainly deter-
mined, that the Larl’s burn, the Earl’s hill, a hill and a rivu-
let in the muirland part of the parith, derived their names from
the refidence of fome feudal baron or earl in the neigh-
bourhood af the Carron. It is natural to fuppofe, that Gillies
hill, -ancther hill in the muirland part of the parith, derives its
name from the name Gill or Gillies, The names both of
Gillies and Morifon occur in the muirlands. It is certain,
that the fair lady, mother of Gill Morice, ¢ lived on the Car-
ron fide,”” This union of fafls and probabilities fuggefls to

the imagination, though it cannot perfuade the judgement

2 th
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that this parith was the fcene of the tragical {ong, known by
the name of Gill Morice., The Carron was once diftinguithed
by a cafiade called Auchintillilin’s fpout. It is now difltin=
guifhed by a very extenflive iron manufactory in the parith of
Larbert.

The Forth is the only great river with which we are con-
cerned. It forms the boundary of the parifh on the north.
The length of the river from Gargunnock where it meets, to
Ker{cy where it lcaves this parith, is more than f{ixteen miles,
though the diltance betwixt thefle places does not in a ftraight
Jine exceed half that extent. The windings of the Forth nave
heen remarked and admired by every traveller of tafte 3 but
whil{t they beautify the country, they render the navigation of
the river peculiarly tedious. A minure defeription of the
Forth feems altogether unneceflary, as the Forih or ancient
Bodotria is fufficiently known to every fludent of Bruith
hiftory.

Loch Coulter, the only confiderable loch in the parith, ex-
tends about two miles in circumference. It abounds with
perches and eels, and lies in the muirland part of the parifh.
Itis currently reported, on the evidence of witnefies ftill alive,
that about twenty-four years ago, by fome convulfion of na-
ture, a ftone weighing nearly a ton was thrown from its bed
in the loch to the diftance of fome yards to the northward.

The Carron frequently overflows a confiderable traft of
meadow and fome arable land on its banks. Some of the low
lying lands on the banks of the Forth are fubjelted to the
overflowings of the river. A confiderable farm called Boli=
for-nought, probably from its being gained from the Foith, is
particularly fubject to this inconvenience. The wall with
which it is furrounded has fometimes been broken down by
the weight of the water, and the greater part of the land over-
flowed,

Vor.. XVIII. 3 D 1t

£ The Univarsity of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



354 Statiftical Account

It may be proper in this place to obferve, that {everal years
ago, a remarkable water fpout emptied itfelf, partly on the
fands of Touch, and partly on the lands of Touch-adam.
"The water which fell on the lands of Touch, carried off fome
cattle, feveral houfes with their furniture. A few of the inha-
bitants were drowned. The water which fell on the lands of
Touch.-adam, direfled its courfe towards the village of S5t.
Niniang, and carried off a bridge and two houfes, together
with a great quantity of carth from the minifter’s glebe and
fome other placas.

No other remarkable phenomena of this kind are talked off,
excepting two fhocks of an earthquake, which in one night,
about thirty years ago, were very generally felt in the parith
and neighbourheod.

There are feveral mineral {prings in the parifh; but they
are not at prefent much frequented.

We have feveral merchants who retail the articles of ordi-
nary confumption.

We have no great manufadtories, Four tanneries employ
about 20 hands. Four mafters employ about 1313 hands
in making nails. One hand works from 1000 to 1200 nails
per day.

The moft confiderable manufaéture is carried on at Bun-
nockburn. Of late cotton-cloth, and for a long time, all the
tartan ufed by the army, has been manufaltured at this vil-
lage.

There are three coal works in the parith; one at Auchen-
bowie, one at Pleanmuir, one at Bannockburn. Thefe works
tzken together, raife about 6oo tons of coal per week. They
fupply the adjacent country, efpecially to the weft and north,
to a very confiderable extent.

The parith abounds with lime-ftone. At prefent, however,

it is not wrought to any confiderzble extent, except at Craig-
ené
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end and Murray’s-hall, At Murray’s-hall, from 12 to 13
chalders of lime are wrought by aboutr 17 hands. The burn-
ing feafon begins about April, and ends about Martinmas.
The lime is wrought under ground, in the fame manner as
coal. The feam of lime is from 5 feet 6, to five feet 8 or
10 inches thick. At Craig-end, 16 men and 2 horfes are
employed in working yearly about 2000 chalders of lime.
The feam at this work, is about g feet 8 inches. By a chal-
der is meant & bolls peafe meafure. A chalder of fhells is
cqual to 18 or 19 bolls of flacked lime. The lime at both
thefe works is of the firlt quality. An experiment wasg
made at Craig-end; and in 96 bolls of lime, there was found
only one boll of fand.

From 5o to 1oc hands are ufually employed in maliing,
and in diftilling aquavitae. There are at leaft 6 diftilleries
in the parifh. Some of them at prefent, {November 17¢4,)
are not employed.

Price of Provifions.—~W heat, 218 per boll, Stirling meafure;
barley, 19s; oats, 1433 peafe, 1753 beans, 18s; pntam«es:qd
per peck; hay, 4d per ftone; beef, 44§ per lib. mutton, 4d do.;
veal, 4d ; pork, 3d; ahen, 15 3d; aduck, 10d} butter, gd per
lib. cheefe, 9d¥; milk, per pint Scotch, 2d; eggs, per dozen,
445 whifky, 156d per pint; ftrong beery; 5d i fmall beer, per
gallon Englifh, 4d; coal per ton Dutch, gs 4d; candle per
Lib. 6535 cows grals for fix months, 3o0s; {tone of {meared
wool, 4s 3d ; flone of white waflhed wool, 7s; falmon from
4d to 15 per lib.

Price of Labour.~A weaver 14d per day; fhoemaker 1ad
do; ftocking-maker 1s; taylor 1od with victuals; carpenter
9s per week ; cart and plough-wright 8s per week; mafon
2cd per day ; black-fmith gs per week ; tanner 15d per day;
’ 3 D2 maltiter
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maltfter 12 guineas with viftuals, per annum; man-fervant
per annum, with vi€tuals, L.9 or 103 nailer 15d per day;
wool-comber 15d; maid-fervant with victuals, L. 4; day-la-
bourer 14d; gardener 14d; flater 25 3d per day; cooper per
week, with board, 4s; baker, per annum, with board, L. 11;
ficve-wright per week, with board, 3s 6d; clock-maker per
week, with board, 10s; whecl-wright do, 4s; miner per
week, 1055 tanners from 9s to 7s per week.

Rent, The wvalued rent of the parifh certified to the
Exchequer in the year 1661, amounted to L. 20,861 Scots.
But according to the {ubdivifion ftuted by the Commiflioners
of Supply, it does not exceed L. 20,710 of the fame money.

In the year 1775, the minifter applying for an augmenta-
tion of {lipend, (tuted the real rental of the parifli at
I.. 12,663 iterling. DBut as it is certain, that the rent of land,
of coal, and of lime, has rifen confiderably fince that time, the
real rental at prefent cannot be computed at lefs than

L. 15,000 fterling.

‘Ttre landholders amount at prefent to the number of
2323 51 have held their property for 14 years; 36 have
fucceeded as heirs; 435 have purchafed their eftates: 2¢ pol-
fefs L. 100 valued rent and upwards; g7 poffefs from L. 20
to L. 100 valued rent; 6o peoflels from L. 1 to L. 20 valucd

rent.

Meetings of Landholders.—"Thefe proprietors have in the
fchool houfe a commedious rooin, where they ufually meet
for tranfacting bufinefs. Ten days, fabbuths not included, pre-
vious to a meeting of Landholders, intimation of the time
and caule of the meeting muft be made by letter, to fuch of

their number as do not refide in the parifh ; to fuch as refide,
fimilax
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fimilar intimation is given from the precentor’s defk, after
divine fervice 1s concluded.

Thefe meetings provide for, and fuperintend the building
and repairing of the church, manfe, fchool-houle, manf:-of-
fice-houfes, and the walls of the glebe and church-yard.
They have a right to infpe& the expenditure of the funds
committed to the management of the Kirk Sefflion. They
have a right to inlpeft the expenditure of wacant {tipend.
They have at prefent the principal management of the pro-
vilon made for the poor. They almofl alone nominate to
the office of fchoolmafter; and as landholders in the parifh,
they have a limired right to vote in the eletion of minifters,
ferving in the church eftablithed by law. Every caufe is
determined by a majority of votes. HKecords of their tranfac-
tions are kept by their clerk, and appeals may be made to
the Court of Scilion, from any decifion luppoled to be illegal
or irregular.

The confiderable eftites, are Touch, Touch-adam, and
Polmaife, Sauchie, Bannockburn, Craipforth, Auchenbowie,
Stuart-hall, Throfk, Curnock, Grunvards, Plean, and lands
belonging to the town and hofpitals of Stirling.  Few of che
proprietors of thefe eflates refide in che parifh.

Population. Though the inhabitants of the parith havs
been frequently numbered, we are not able by authentic re-
cords, to afcertain its ancient popularon.

In the year 1755, the population returned to Dr Webller,
amounted to 6491. In 1792, it amounted to Jo9g. Itis
beyond a doubt, that the population of the parith is increal-
ing, The decreafe of population by the uniting of farms
the country, is more than compenfated by the increafe of the
inhabitants in the viilage:.

Larmers.—
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Farmers.—~Some of our farmers have been favoured with a
liberal education. A few of them have been inftruéted in
the rudiments of the Latin language. Almoft all of them
have been taught writing and arithmetic, as well as to read
the Englifh language with underftanding and eafe. Moft of
them from their earliclt years are inured to manual labour.
Nor are the operations of carting, plowing, &c¢. confined to
their earlier years; many of them always, and moft of them
occafionally, lend their perfonal laboar to the cultivation of
their grounds.

As our farmers in general do not enjoy the luxuries of af-
fluence, fo few of them are fubjected to the mileries of ex-
treme poverty. Their diet is ulually frugal; but occafions
are not wanting when they enjoy with temperance the coms-
forts of the table. Their mental qualifications are not infe-
rior to their external advantaces.  This valuable order of foa-
ciety, is in this place diflinguifhed by no inconfiderable de-
gree of manly intelligence and general information.

A careful and candid obferver will not deny, that our
farmers are in general frugal, induftrious, and moderately
happy ; at the fame time he muft acknowledge, that their
circumitances might, in many refpeéts, be confiderably
improved. It is not altogether without reafon, that they
complain of the fmall extent and of the high rents of
their farms. Their dwelling houfes, with a few exceps
tions, are confeffedly incommedious, Though the veftiges
of their original flavery be gradually wearing away, they are
not as yet completely effuced. In fome baronies, the far-
mers work the hay, and in others, they cart the coals of the
landhclders. Thirlage is an obvious grievance, Thirlage is
a low kind of monopoly by which the tenant is obliged to
make all, or fome part of his meal, at one fpecified mill.
‘The confequences of thirlage are fimilar to the confequences

of
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of all other monopolies : Fraud, extortion, infolence, and
inferior workmanthip. 1If thefe crimes be feldom committed,
the caufe muft be fought in the miller, not in the nature of
the monopoly.

Manufalturers and others.—The education and manners of
our manufaflurers {o nearly refemble the education and man-
ners of our farmers, that a defeription of the latter in a great
meafure fuperfedes the neceflity of deferibing the former.
Though diltinguithed by fome peculiarities infeparable from
their profeffions, our manufalturers poflefs a depree of en-
largement of mind, which reflefts confliderable honour on
the order,

This happy effeét mult chiefly be afcribed to the general
caufes which are every where diffufing an ennobling kght
through the mafs of mankind. In this place, however, fome
other caufes contribute a {fubordinate influence to enlighten
the minds of our people. The abfence of great manufa&lo-
rics, by obliging the individual to tranfa@ bufinefs for him-
felf, prevents the degradation of mind which invariably follows
a minute {ubdivifion of labours Many of our manufallurers,
as well as of our farmers, are admitted to the office of an ¢lder
in the different congregations connc&ed with the parifh.
The duties and privileges of the office, tend not only to en-
large the minds of the elders, but enable them alfo in their
intercourfe with others, to extend the fphere of general in-
formation. Add to this, that the public bufinefs, in moft of
our congregations, is conducted on a very liberal plan. The
great body of the congregation is frequently affembled and
confulted, and the habit of thinking acquires additional
ftrength from the opinions which, ou thefe occafions, are
openly propofed and difcuflid.

fiut
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But be the caufes what they will, the fadt is undeniable,
that a confiderable degree of intelligence is poffefled by the
great body of the people.

Poor.—"The poor are well {fupported. The number of vil-
Iages, the vicinity of the coal and lime-works, the eafe with
which feuars build houfes, and the low rent at which they
can afford to let them, have induced many indigent people to
take up their refidence in this parifh. After many attempts
to ameliorate the condition of the poor had been made and
abandoned by the Heritors and Kirk Seffion, the prefent
fcheme was in the year 1774, adopted by the county of Stir-
ling. The poor live in their own houfes, and receive a
monthly penfion, according to their circumftances. A com-
mittee of refiding heritors, the minifter, fome elders, and
other parifhioners, meet on the firit Thur{day of every month,
and fuperintend the payments made to the poor, according to
a roll made up by the committee at a private meeting.

The funds are raifed from,

1. An aflefflment on the land at a certain rate, per cent.
the one half payable by the proprietors, the ‘other by the
tenants, according to their refpeltive valued rents. This
rate is fixed at a general meeting, held annually for the
purpofz. The rate has never been below 125 per L. 100
valued rent, nor above 16s, except in 1783, when it rofe
to 18s.

2. A voluntary contribution from the inhabitants of the
villages,

3. The balance of the Scifion funds, after paying the ufual

accounts.
4. The produce of the deceafed peuﬁdncrs effeéts, fold by

public auction.
g, The
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5. The weekly colleétion at the parith church.

6. Dues from the mortcloths.

The number of penfioners varies every month. The fol«
lowing Table contains the number of penflioners, and the
fums expended for 1§ years.

Lo 5 de

A.D. 1996 - go penfioners, 165 11 4
7 - 104 - = 01 12 1%
-8 = 1035 - = 201 18 O6F
~79 - 99 - = 197 16 3
~82 - 109 - - 202 6 8%
—8r - 117 - - 197 18 10
—3%2 - 111 - - 214 6 6
e8] - 119 - = 237 13 3
—83 - 127 - = 256 8 g
—8; - 106 - - 200 19 &
—86 - 11t - - 210 10 FE
—87 = 110 - o= 218 8 3%
—38 = 11D - - 217 13 4+
—80 - II2 - = 222 4 11
—go = 101 - - 210 10 If

About two years ago, the Seffion received about L. xooo
flerling, by a will : On a day fixed by the will of the Donor,
the intereft of this fum is divided amonglt the pooreit in-
habitants of the village of St. Ninians.

Ecelefraflical Efiate. 1t appears from the repifters, that from
the year 1655, to the year 1732, the office of minifter of the
Gofpel in this parifh, was fucceffively held by Meflrs George
Bennet, William Fogo, James Fullerton, James Forfyth,
William Couper, John Logan, Archibald Gibfon.

Vor. XVIIL 3 E Mr
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Mr James Mackie, was admitted March 1934, This fettle-
ment was promoted by the Heritors, in oppofition to a great
proportion of the inhabitants of the parith. During this in-
cumbency, about one half, itis reported, of the inhabitants of
the parifh, Ieft the Eftablithed Church, and joined the Secef-
fion.

Mr John Gibfon with confent of all parties, was admitted
May 1754, and till his tranflation to Edinburgh, 1765, the
parith continued almoft in the fame ftate in which he found
it.

The next fettlement was oppofed by almoft the whole pa-
tifh. In June, however, 1773, the eighth year of a procefs
before the General Aflembly, the patron prevailed, and M
David Thomfon was admitted ruinifter. The Eftablithment
was thon abandoned by the great body of itsadherents. Thefe,
with a few others from neighbouring parithes, joined them-
felves to the Communion of the Prefbytery of Relief. A
large houfe was erefted; a minifter called and ordained;
and a ftipend was fixed at L. 100 per annum. 'This ftipend is
principally raifed from the produce of the feat-rents.

Previous to Mr Thomfon’s death in 1787, his hearers were
indulged with the choice of the afliitant preacher. From this
period, the adherents of the Eftablifhment were gradually
augmented. In the year 1788, they refolved from voluntary
contributions, to purchafe the right of Patronage ; though
the price amounted to a fum, between L. 6co and L. 500 fter.
the refolution was foon carried into effe&, and a young man,
who was appointed to preach in the church during the vacan-
cy occafioned by Mr Thomfon’s death, was admitted mini-
fter in October 1488,

The right of prefentation is now lodged with a committee
of 9. The committee confilts of 3 elders, 3 heritors, and
3 heads of familiess The members of this committee, are

2 cholen
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chofen by the people, and hold their places for life, if they
continue in full communion with the Eftablilhment. The
commitree is obliged to prefent in due time and according
to the rules of the church whatever candidate i1s recoms-
mended ro them by a majority of votes: Every head of a
family in full communion with the Eftablithment, has a
right to vote in the eleCtion of a miniflter.

In 1746, The church, which the Highland army had con-
verted into a magazine, was blown up; but whether by de-
fign or accident, is not known; feveral lives were loft by
the explofion. It is remarkable enough, that the fteeple ro-
mained entire. It ftands at a confiderable diftance from the
prefent church, and never fails to excite the travelier’s fur-
prize at fuch an unufual disjunétion.

The New Church was built foon after the deftruction of
the other. It is 75 by 53 feet within the walls, and at pre-
fent in complete repair.

About 5 miles {fouth weft of the church, there is another
plice of worfhip. The heritors of the muirland part of the
parith ereCted this chapel, and the minifter or his afliltant,
ufually preaches there on the firlt fabbath of every month.

The ftipend was fettled as follows, by a decreet of modifi-
cation and locality, of date February 1985, ¢ The Lords of
“ Council and Scflion, modified, difcerned, and ordained,
“ and hereby modify, difcern, and ordain the conftant fti-
“ pend and provifion of the kirk and parith of Bt. Niman's,
* to have becen for the crop and yeur of God 1796, and
“ yearly {ince fyne, and in all time coming, 4 chalders meal,
“ 2 chalders bear, and L. 1cooc Scots money for fipend,
“ with L. go money forcfaid for furnifhing the Communion
“ Elements ; but have difcerned, and hereby declare, 6on
“ merks of the [uid ftipend f{hall be paid by the purfuer, tu
* an affiftant preacher or helper in the faid parifh, ay and

3 Ez funtil
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< until 2 new erefion fhall take place. And on fuch events
¢ happening, the faid 6oo merks fhall go to the minifter of
¢¢ the faid new eretion, as a part of his ftipend; which
¢ modified ftipend, and modification, for the Communion
¢¢ Elements, the faid Lords difcern, and ordain, to be paid
“ yearly, locally, to the faid purfuer and his fucceffors in
¢ office, minifters ferving the cure of the faid parith, con-
“ form to the divifion, and locallity following.” The meal
and bear according to the decreer, muft be given in before
Candlemafs, and the money muft be paid, one half at What-
funday, and the other half at Martinmaf(s.

The fchool-mafter teaches Latin, Greek, Englifh, bock-
keeping, &ec. his falary paid by the heritors, is L. 14:12.
his other perquilites amount to about L. 20, befides an ex-
cellent dwelling-houle, fchool-houfe, garden, and the ordi-
nary {chool fees.

"There are many fmall {chools in different parts of the pa-
rifh; together with a Sabbath-evening fchool, in which
the principles of religion are taught gratis, by one of the
elders of the church.

Antiquities.~=In early times, that tract of country now cal-
led Stirling-fhire, was fituated upon the confines of no lels
than 4 kingdoms., Ithad the North Umbrean and Cumbrean
dominions on the fouth, and thofe of the Scots and Yicls
upon the north. Probably it belonged fometimes to one,
and fometimes to another; for thefe powers were perpetually
making encroachments on each other. Such a fituation,
puts it beyond a doubt, that St. Nimaus muft have been the
ficld of contention, not only between parties and tribes, but
likew:ife between nations. An zattemapt however, to perpetus
ate the memory of thefe contentions, were equally vain and

fruitlefs. "I'he wifdom of bhiftory has configned them to de-
' [t rved
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{erved oblivion ; and to recover them by means of tradition,
were only to augument the already too numerous monuments
of the weaknefls and folly and crimes of mankind. Their
magnitude and confequences, have perpetuated the memory
of 3 battles, which the {tatiftical reader will expedt in the
parith of St. Ninians.

The battle of Stirling, was fought on the 13th September
1207- The Scots were commanded by Walluce ; the Englifh
by Hugh Creflingham, and john Earl of Surry and Suflcx.
The defeat of the Englifh, effeéted near Corn-town, on the
northern banks of the Forth, was completed at the Torwood.
The boundaries of the Torwood are much contracted, and that
part of it which lay in tins parith, 1s almoft entircly removed.

The battle of Bannockburn, was fought in this parith, on
fonday, the 24th June, 1313. “The IEnglilh Reader may
find an accounc of this batde, in any DButith Hiitoriaa.
Lhe Antiquarian will not be difplealed with the fullowing
authentic defeription of Dafton.

Bafton, a Carmclite friar, and prior of a monaflery ia
Scarborough, was reckoned one of the beil pocts of his age.
Edward brouglt him with the Enplith arnmy to Scodand, that
he might witnefs and celebrate the vidlery, which that mo-
narch expe€ted to obtain, The poct was takou prifoner, bu
obtained his liberty, on condition of colapoiing a pooan in
honour of the vitorious Scots. Independently of the tranizc-
tion which it records, the poem itfclf is not cthe leaft of our
curiofitics *.

There
* Baflon: metra de illafiri Bello &0 Bannockburan.

De planftu cude mctium, com carmine nude.
Ritum retiudo, dum tadi themate ludo,
Redtor coeleftis, adhibens fulamina meeilis,

Veax efl teftis ; que profpera ferre putelt his,
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There are feveral veftiges of this battle in the parith. In

a garden at New-houfe, two large ftones ftill ftanding, were
erefied

Quos vincit reflis, pro findeni fordida veftis,
Ploro fub his geflis, perimit quos torrida pefiis.
Betla parata fleo, lamentans fub canapeo,
Subque rege reo, nefcio, tefte Deo.
Eft regnum duplex, et utrumque cupit dominari,
Sed neatrum fupplex vult a reliquo fuperari.
Dum {e fic jactant, cum Bacco nofte jocando
Scotia, te maftant, verbis vanis reprobando ;
Dormitant, flertunt, quos irrita fomnia mutant,
Fortes te putant, patriz confinia vertunt.
Fxplicat exercitus {pleadentia igna per arva,
Jam funt difpert, nimis et virtus fua parva,
Fulminat ad bella praceo, clamans dirs novella,
Fellea ficut mella, tanta durante procella.
Nunc armatorum difponunt gefta virorum,
Ne gens Anglorum vires enervet corum.
T'u fer vexillum, quo Scoty terrificentur,
Agmina poll illom, belli pre more fequentur;
Arcetenens arcus tendas, nec (is modo parcus,
Iilic tran{mittas hoites perimendo fagittas ;
Iftac tu tela vibris quafi fulgor, anhela,
Won te pro tela, mortem feriendo revila.
Obviet hic illis cum tundis atque lapilhs,
Pandens vifana, faciendo concava plang.
Xt loca tu filte, tendantur ut site balifiz,
Examen trific populus desuncivt ifle.
Hal= tolluntur, patria (atrapes rapiuntur,
Sic difponuntur, guod multt multa loquuntur.
¥oimat et informat Rex Scotus praelia dira,
bunt ¢quites pedites ; O quam congreffio mira !
Il:l:lmat ; Rex animat Scotorum nebiliores,
Citat, et invitat ad bella vilos potiotes :
Cernit difcernit acies pro morte paratas,
‘Fales mortales gentis confet fuperatas.

Fatur,
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erefted in memory of the battle fought on the evening before
the battle of Bannockburn, between Randolph and Clifford.
The

Fatur, folatur tutbas populi venientes.

Rifit, deriit Anglorum feedera gentis,

Fortis dox mortis digitos ad bella docebat,

Cervis protervis, nulla differre jubebat.

Liztes fit coitus, feitis mmonbus iflis,

Stabit, pugnabit, fic fict Anglia trifhis.

Rex fortes tenet, et cundlis dat fua jura,

Ques armis munit, predicens bella futura,

Imbre fagittali minuatur ab inguine fanguis,

Turbine lethali {ftimulet jaculator, ut angnis

Hafta teres fodiat proceris fpargendo cruorem,

Mifilibus cum pericibus renovande dolorem.

Timba fecuri peftora cruri fcindere curet,

Tela vibiabit, fic fuperabit, i benc doret.

Mucre latet, nil poflfc patet, pro marte walere,

Sors praeterit quibus omen erat fupplenda, replere

Machina plena malis pedibus formatur equinis,

Concavas cum palis, ne pergant abfque ruinis.

Plehs foveas fodit, ut per eas labantur equelltres,

Et pereant fi quos videant tranflire pedellres.

Advena torba vocatur, Scotica gens maibiatur,

Prima phalanx fociatur, regia vis comitatur.

dcandere nullus corum terga valebit equorum,

Fient fic alioram plures domini dominorum,

Exploratores mittunt hine inde petentes,

Multos rumeres funt inter fe referentes.

Dira dies folis pandit primordia maolis §

Anzlizenz prolis, hinc exit, ab ore fuo lis.

Aurida terra gerit Strivelini praiis prima,

Splendida turba ferit, fed tandem tendit ad ima.

Elt dolor immenius, augente dolore dolosem ;

Eft furor accenfus, ftimulante furere furorcm ;

Eft clamor crefcens, feriente priore priorem ;

ER valor arefeens, fruftrante vale:e valorem s
Eit
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The place has lately received the name of Randolph-field.
On Brocks-brae, the Bore-ftone, from a hole in its center,

15

Eft calor ardefcens, urente calore calorem ;

Eft gens demefcens, reprobante minore minorem.
Eft flupor auditus, geminante flupore ftuporem ;
E{t populus tiitus, perdente timore timorem.
Surgit rugitus, fundente cruore cruorem ;

Mune timor cft fritus metuente timere timorem,
Atra dies lunze peftem renovat nocituram,

Quam vifortuna facit Anglis Scotia duram.
Anglicolz, qui celicola, {plendore nitefcont
Magnanimi, tanquam minimi, fub nofte quiefcunt.

-

Expeétat, {pectat, gens Anglica quos nece pledtat,
Adinotos Scotos, ab iis non longe remotos.

Plebs plangit, clangt; fed quam congieflio tangit

Mec plangit, frang.t vires quas i€tibus angit.

Magnifici medici brotorum funt inimici;

Munifici medici potuit victoria duci g

Enfuitos {tultus pretenditur ordine cultus;

Singultus multus e:umpit ab apgere vultus,
Defiendens, frendens pedibus, gens Scotica tendens,
D=fendens, vendens fua prodit dira rependens, .
Hic rapit, hic capit, hic terit, hic ferit erce dolores!
Vox tanat, xs fonat, hic ruit; hic lnit aréta modeo res.
#lic fecat, hic necat, hic doeet, hic nocet, ifte fugatur;
¥l:c latet, hic patet, hic premit, hie gemit, hic fuperatur;
Hic fremit, hic trepmt, hic pavit, hic canit, ifte ligatur;
Elic leg ie tezt, hic metit, hic petit, hic fpoliatuor ;
Crofcit iMeia, ra, pradia dinpiontar;

Heu maualieres, miles et hares inficiuntuor.

€lare comes, vencrande fomes Gluvcrnlca‘[tm ;

Heu mor ris, fub (trage peis, fic fit Dens ultor.

I'rax Clifforden(s mucrone retunderis enfis

1fiibus immenis ruis boftibus undique denfis.

Ml » Marfcallus Willelmus, in agmine fortis

scotorzm callos tibi pandit valoera mortis.
Audax
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is faid to have fupported Bruce’s ftandard. Some catthorps,
or fharp pointed irons, have been found in Milton-bog.
The Park-mill feems to have received its name from the park
of wood, mentioned by Barbour in his defcription of the
battle. About a mile from the ficld of battle, a party of
Englith endeavoured to eppofe the viftorious army, and left
the name of the Bloody Fold to the place where they fell;
perhaps Sir Ingram Umfraville gave his name to Ingram’s

crook.
On the 11th of June, 1488, the ficld of Stirling, or the

battle of Sauchie-burn, was fought on a trat of ground cal-
led

Audax"Edmunde Maley, probitate virilis,
Tepens hofliles fuperat feritates abunde.
Belliger 1nfignis Tibitoyt, quafi fervidus ignis,

Enfibus et Lignis cadis, inflat mois tua figuis,

Nobilis argent. pugd, inclite delcis xgidi,

Vix fcieram mentem cum te foccumbere vidi.

Quid fruar ambage, de tanta quid cano flrage,

Vix poterat tragedia pandere fchifmata plape,

Nomina bellantum mea mens nefcit numerari,

Quot, qua, vel quantum mers novit ibi vielark

Multi madtantur, multi jaculis terebrantur.

Multi merpuntur, multi vivi capiuntur,

Broiis ftringunatur, et munera multa petuntur.

Jam funt ditati per cos ¢t magnificati,

Q"_I_i primi flrati fuerunt, velut apporiati,

Fer pyrum fnis Joca funt vallata rapinis;

Verba repleta minis replicantur, et auéta ruinis, ’ -
Necis quid dicam, quam aon fevi meto fpicamy

Linquo deli tricam, pacem ceelofiiis amicam, -

Qui curat plura, feribendi fit foa curas;

Elt mea mens dura, rudis et vox, ima litura.
Sum Carmelita, Bafton cognomine diftus,
Qui doleo vita, in tali ftrage relictus,

§iquid deliqui, fi quzx recitanda religui,

Hze addant hi qui non funt fermones iniqui,

Vor. XVIIIL 3 F
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Ied Little Canglour, on the eaft fide of a fmall brock called
Sauchie.burn, about two miles fouth from Stirling, and about
one mile from the field of Bannockburn.

Beaton’s Mill, the houfe where James IIl. was put to
death, is ftill ffanding, and may be ranked amongfht the nu.
merous monuments of that ambition, which often endanger-
ed, and in the end, rvined the Royal Family of Stuart.
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