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NUMBER XXIL

'"PARISH OF LEUCHARS.

‘(COUNTY OF FIFE.)

By the Rev. My KeTTLE.

T ow

Narne, Situation, Seil, &&'c.

EUCHARS, if derived from the Celtic language, is faid
by fome, to fignify a wet flat; by others, a place
abounding with rulhes; either, or both interpretations faith-
fully defcribe the appearance which the furface made fome
years ago, a great way to the northealt, -and a little to the
fouthweft of this village. The diftrict is of larpe extent
from weflt to eaft, and from fouthweit to ﬂﬂ;thtaﬂ, more
than ¢ ftatute miles, and more than ¢ miles broad, attwo
diiferent parts of the parifth, confiderably diftant from each
other. The meafurement by Mr Willam Innes now lies .
before me.

The figure of the parith is completely irregular, being
bounded on the northeaft, eaft, and foutheaft, by the Ger-
man ocean, and the various windings of the river Eden on
the fouth, and fouthweft; on the other parts by the neigh-
bouring parifhes. 1t is affirmed with truth, that within the
bounds of this diltri&t, every foil known in this country is to
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586 Statiftical Account

be found: blue, white, and ved clays, ftrong and weak,
fharp lands, loam of various depth and firength ; a mixture
of loam and clay, light lands, mofs, heath and bent in no
{mall quantities. Bofore Sir David Carnegie fold part of the
lordthip of Leuchars, he employed a number of workmen to
cut a large drain of 3 miles long, pafling through the weft
end of the village of Leuchars, that the furface on each fid=
of it might be turned into more important ufes. The Hon,
Robert Lind{ay bought this part of the lordfhip before the
effet of the drain was fully proved. Mr Lindfay found himfiif
under the ncceflity, at no {fmall expence, confiderably to enlarge
the former drain, and thereby rendered it effeélual for relieving
the flat grounds of the water through which it pafled. Many
acres formerly covered with coarfe grafs and rufhes, and about
36 acres fouth and weft of Leuchars, covered with water to a
confiderable depth in the winter {tafon, and not free from wa-
ter in the fummer, are now producing abundant crops of all
kinds of grain, clover, turnip, and cabbage, Thefe grounds
are let from 14sto L. 1116 peracre; yielding a profitable re-
turn to the generous landlord, and zffording the labourers hope,
that their expence and indufiry may not be altogether unre-
warded. Of the many remaining acres to the north and
northeaft, fome arc highly improved, and others in a ftate of
preparation for fimilar crops. Thefe circumflances are motives
which fhould prompt to exertion in all fimilar Gituations in
Beotland ; but are by no meuans, to thofe who with well to
mankind, the molt important motives for draining water from
the neighbourhood of villages. Before the above drain (of 20
feet wide, and i4 deep, for a confiderable way-above the
outlet) was cur, the families who lived near the ftagnant wa-
ter, were {ubject in the {pring and end of autumn, to inter-
mitting fevers of very long continunance; from 23 to 33, and

fometimes to 29 deys. Whole fumilies were to be feen in
2 fuch
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fuch diftrefs at the fame time, that no one could afhft the
others. They depended on the kind minifirations of their
neighbours, fer the fupply of their neceflities. Often has
‘the poor’s fund been employed, to pay women to wait upon
fuch diftrefled familics ; and it is hoped, it will not be looked
upon as a proftitution of that facred fund. Since thefe ftag-
nant waters were completely drained, thofe difeafes and the
fad train of complaints conneéted with them, have huppily been
unknown ; meanwhile, it is {uppofeable, that the fame hap-
py effeéts muft flow from the fame caufes in every part of the"
country, and fhould prove an irreGiftable motive to draining,
independent of the profit or fatisfattion reflulting from it.
It is not eafy to defcribe the plealure of viewing luxuriant
crops, adorning the place where the eye had been accuftom-
ed to fee ftagnant water and noxious vapour impregnated
with difeales and death.

Agriculiure.—The culture of this parith is condulted by 2
fober well informed perfevering and wealthy tenantry. No
expence or labour is withheld. Every exertion is made to
beftow whatever is thought neceflary, under the providence
of a gracious God, to aid the fertility of the foil. All chilling
moifture is led away, and the plough is made to return till
the roots of every weed are deftroyed. Every meliorating
crop has its due rotation, Lime, that genial pulverizer, that
gives healthy fermentation, is brought by water from England
and Scotland, and from lime-kilns in the neighbourhood by
land carriage, and thrown with unfparing liberality upon the
fertile bofom of the earth.

A very confiderable quantity of wheat is annually raifed in
thisdiftrict, although feveral of the tenants have been unwilling
to mention the exadt number of bolls they fow ; by their own
account, there were 649 bolls fown in 179e'; and in 1791,
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6%0 bolls were fown. I believe that the fowing of wheat is
upon the increafe in this parith; and although I do not pre-
fure to be a judge, I have an apprehenfion, that it may be
carried too far.

Confiderable quantitics of wheat, barley, peafe, and beans,
are annually exported from this diftri€ ; feveral hundred
bolls of oats, and fometimes of potatoes; but the exported
potatoes as far as I know, never turn to great accéunt, which
has in fome meafure cooled the ardour of exporting this va«
luable part of the produce. Flax is alfo raifed; *but not in
fuch quantities as to compete for premiums. It is thought
a {evere crop, and there is feldom more fown' than what is
neceflary for the ufe of the families, or in order to induce
labourers to engage for the harveft. The tenant gives 10

“yards fquare to fow one lippy of lint-feed. Some tenants al-
low two lippies to each of their labourers. Formerly, the

land here was ploughed by 4 and 6 oxen, and 2, fometimes

4 horfes before them all, yoke fellows in a large Scots

plough. The ground is now ploughed with 2 horfes, in 2

chain plough made upon Small’s conftruétion. The horfes

are guided, and the plough direfled by one man. Here may

be one or two of the renants who ufe 2 oxen and 2 horfes in

1 plough, and one tenant who has 2 oxen wiathout horfes, in

x or,2 of his ploughs. If it was proper for the writer of thele

falls to give his own opinion, he would be inclined to approve

of aid recommend the laft pradtice, efpecially in large farms.

Evcry-tenant fowd a confiderable field of clover, in proportion

to the extent of his farm, or the neceffities of his ftock. On

every farm, ru—rnipa‘are raifed in {maller or greater fields, a»

they are intended for the cows and young ftock only, or for

fuch as are fed for the knife. 'There is no great attention
given to a peculiar breed of cattle in this diftrict; becaule

the cultivated lands are thought too valuable, and the weaker
and
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and uncultivated, infufficient for raifing cgttle of bone. The
Fife cattle, however, always bring good prices in the market;
and 1 believe it wiil not be faid that the cattle of this parith are
mnferior to thofe of the other parts of the country. Cabbages
and greens are alfo planted in the ficlds, but in {mall quanti-
ties by the fide of the turnip, to be ufed when froft renders
the turnip more dificult to be obtained. Potatoes, that make
fo great a part of the food of the lower clafles of fociety, are
cultivated by every one whao rents lund, for the uie of his'fami-
ly, horfes, cows and hogs. They are in general ufed for the
laft 3 animals without boiling. 'The tenants give 1o yards
fquare or 12 for planting a peck of potatoes to the manufac-
turers and other labouring people, for fo many days work in
harvelt, or any other throng feafon; wilely thinking that
this is preferable to money, as it procures them hands in the
time of their need. Much ufeful information concerning the
culture and prefervation of this invaluable root has been
lately obtained, by means of the benevolent exertions of the
Board of Agriculiure.

1 know not if the fellowing obfervations have begn made.
Many caufes for the curle-top amonglt potatoes have been af-
ligned, that mankind might avoid this devourer of fo valuable
a part of their food. When that parc of the potatoe is cut
for a fet which the former year adhered to its root, it invaii-
ably produces a curle-top. It would be of no fmall confe-
quence, therefore, before the feed is cut into fets, that a
- careful hand fhould be employed to cut off this part of every
potatoe, and keep it entirely feparate from the feed. When
there is too lttle of the potatoe left at the bottom of the eye,
that is {eparated for a fet, it has the fame-unhappy confe-
gyuence., This year has led men of obfervation to conclude,
that wet land produces the cuile-top. “U'here are two very long
ridges in a ficld near this place, planted with the fame culture,

Ilialiuieg
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manure, and feed : the one ridge s rather lower and flatter
than' the other. In this ridge, there is not one plant of an
hundred found. In the other ridge, the 4 rows lying neareft
the furrow on each fide of the ridge, are curle-tops, with very
few exceptions ; the 4 rows on the higheft part of the ridge,
are hcalthy vigorous plants. I know no way of accounting
for this, but by faying that the excefs of moifture has produ-
ced it. _

There were in this diftri&t in 1792, more than 1559
cattle young and old, male and female. There were
420 horles of the above defcription, and of fheep, 1940.
The tanants breed their own cows, and moft of them their
working horfes. There are in thic parifh 7 threfhing milns,
and their number will foon be increafed. One of thele 1s {ct
and kept in motion by water, a very confiderable {aving to the
tenant: and the machine, one would think, mufk move more
fteadily, and with greater effeét, than thofe worked with hor-
fes. Some indeed have made uferof oxen and horfes; but
thefe animals have fo different a movement, that the practice
has not become general, It is to be hoped, that oxen will be
trained for this ufeful inftraument of hufbandry; and there can
be little doubt, that in fome fituations and circumfitances, it
might be worked by the force of wind. There are 4 meal
milns in the diftrict; one lint and barley mill, moved by one
water wheel; and'one belenging to a dyer for the purpofes of
his employment. _

There are 3 bridges in the parith, all of them over the
Multree burn ; one of them giving paffage to travellers from
Lupar to the north, and the other to travellers from the north
to St Andrews : one end of the Guard bridge refts on this
parifh ; the other on the parith of St Andrews.

On this end of the bridge is erected the only toll-gate within
the
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the bounds of the diftriét. There are 50 tenants in the pas
rith. The extent of their farms is very different; from 1o to
goo acres. Thofe of the laft mentioned extent arc in the
caft part of the parith. The land lets at from 103 to 5os an
acre, excepting thofe extenfive farms in the eaft part of
the parfith; which are rented at from L. 40 to between L. 6o
and L. 7.

Heritors, Lﬂpraw:mfnf_r, fe's,—There are 16 heritors in the
diftri€t, 14 of whom do not refide ; a very material lofs to the
poor, and no {mall difadvantage to the inhabitants, as their
refidence would give real encouragement to the indufirious,
and a {erious check to thofe few who in every foctety are in-
clined to be difordesly in their manners and prafltice. 1In the
year 1782, we receiwwed no afliftance from the heritors for
the fupport of the poor, and were more than once obliged 1o
borrow from the members of the Seffion ; being unwilling to
diminifh any little fum we had been enabled in more plentiful
years to lay up for the purpofe of increafing the poor’s annual
income. For fome years paft indeed the heritors have at-
tended with a {pirit of liberality to the neceflities of the poor;
and we cannot entertainn a doubt, that their benevolence will
always be in proportion to the circumitances of the parith,
On that part of the eftate of Leuchars, purchafed by the Hon,
Robert Lindlay, containing 3736 acres, ftands part of an old
houfe, commonly called the caftie of Leuchars, built upen a
forced bank of earth, on the edge of a [wamp, furrounded by
a deep and broad moat, inclofing about 3 acres of ground.
In the time of our forefathers, this muft have been a place of
defence, having no accefs but by a narrow bridge, till the
large drain was cut, which has rendered ‘it acceffible on all
lides up to the moat. There is a draw-well in the middle of

the
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the court, which, to the aftonithment of thofe who lived there
fome years ago, became dry when the water was let out of
the moat, for the purpofe -of fcouring it. The workmen
came at laft upon the mouth of a covered drain, which they
fuum} on a level with the bottomt of the well ; and upon going
down into the well, they difcovered the fame drain open
there ; from which they were naturally led to think, that the
inhabitants had been fupplied with water from the moat with-
out, when furrounded by an enemy.

On this eftate, alfo are fome fine old trees.

Mr Lindfay has planted 138 acres with wvarious kinds of
timber; the plantation is in the moft thriving ftate, and gives
a molt delightful relt to the eye, where once there was no-
thing ‘to be feen, but a moor preducing fome coarfe grafs,
heath, and furze. The traveller too, is pleafed with the va-
riety of nature’s luxuriant productions. . Mr Lindfay has alfo
inclofed feveral fields with ditch, hedge, and dyke; and
hedge rows of trees, Thefe will in a fhort time, fhelter and
 beautify the diftri€t. In the meantime, they pleafingly em-
ploy the imagination in anticipating what their maturity may
produce. On the eftate of Lenchars, have been built § farm
fteadings, fuitable to, and conyenient for the different farms,
where the tenants are lodged, if not elegantly, yet with fuit-
able convenicncy. The proprictor has alfe feued ground to
the manufadturers and others, for building a houfe, and a
fmall garden =t the back of it, at-the rate of L. g4 per acre.
So that the village of Leuchars, in place of being literally
the village built with turfs, is becorhe a neat country village
built with ftones and mortar; the houles at leaft are coms
modious for manufa@urers. 'There are more than 7o new
houfes built in this village, within a2 few years; 8 of them

have 2 floors, and 4 of them are covered with blue flates.
On
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On the eftate of Earls-hall, belonging to Robert Bruee
Henderfon, Efg. Advocate, ase & few old trees. On this
eftate is built one of the moft extenfive farm fteadings in the
parifh. Thefe two eltates, once were in what is called run-
rig, two ridges belonging to Leuchars, one to Earl’s-hall.
This mode of divifion, while it may feem to fecure to each
proprietor his proportion .of goed and bad land, muft be at-
tended with the moft unhappy effcéls, as it drags the wheels
of improvement, and expofes the labourers to no inconfidg-
rable temptations. '

On the eftate of Pitcullo, belanging to Neil Fergufon, Efq.
Advocate, are fome very fine old timber, and {fcveral fine
thriving clumps of young trees. Here are more inclofures,
both with ftones and lime, and a greater number of old hedges
with rows of trees within, than en any eftate in the diltrict;
here indeed were made the firlt improvements in agriculture
and inclofing. On this eltate alfo, are two fubftantial new
farm tofts.

On the eftate of Ardit, the property of John Anitruther,
Lfg. Advocate, arealfo to be {een fome fine old trees, hedges
and clumps riling, Thefle two cftates on the weft fide of the
parifh, as they rilec above the flat ground on the eaft, afford
an agreeable and pleafing variety to the traveller, from Cupar
to St Andrews, from Cupar to Dundee, or from cither of
thefe burghs to Cupar.

On the eftate of Drone, belonging ta Robert Meldrum
Efq. of Clayton, there are more than 20 acres planted;
fome 20, fomae 7 years old: and wichin thefe 5or 6 years,
about 10 acres were planted with great safte, in different di-
reftions, from the houfe of Clayton, that will greatly beautify
the fituation of that building. Here alfo are two excellent
farm fteads. "There are 8 acres plauted on the eftate of Pit~
lethie, belonging to Thomas Lawf{on, Efg.; befides fome old
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timber. This eftate is inclofed with ditch and hedge, and
hedge rows of different ages, which both give beauty and
warmth to the fields.

In the garden belonging to Pitlethie, once ftood one of the
hunting feats of James the VL. King of Scotiand ; which had
been taken down to a little below the furface, and rhus ren.
dered invifible, In digging this garden, the fpade rung
againft a firm ftone, and as fiones are valuable here, upon
remgving the earth, the foundation of this hunting feat was
difcovered to a great depth and thicknefs. This was carefully
raifed, and a great part of Mr Lawfon's houfe and offices
was built from this quarry. Here too, were found the
Royal Arms of Scotland, cut in a ftone, which is fiill pre.
ferved, being placed in the front of one of the houfes. Ina
field, near the houfe of Pitlethie, grows a venerable fpread-
ing thorn, where his Majefty’s hawks after their toils, were
accuftomed to refrefh themfelves through the night.

Sheughy-dyke, or Tentsmuirs, is a very large flat part of
the diftri€t on the eaft; about which many wonderful ftories
have been told, concerning the origipal inhabitants, and the
peculiarity of their manners. After the moft laborious en-
quiry, I find no rcafon to conclude, according to general re.
port, that this part of the parith was peopled by the crews of
a Danifh fleet wrecked on the coaft, [ prefume, that the
greateflt part of this flat, moory, benty, fandy ground, has
been left by the gradual retiring of the fea. The fea has been
making a gradual retreat from that part of the parifh, for
many years paft, and has left what feems to me ftrong proofs
of having once flowed and ebbed on thofe grounds, The
namc fecems to have been founded in that caution and cecos
pomy with which men take pofieflion of property they are
pot fure of holding; for when the people took their ftation
where the {ea {qn_ntrlg made her furrowed bed, they mulk

bave
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have entertained a fear, that fhe would in fome future ftorm,
return and occupy thofe parts fhe had been accuftomed to
travel over. They did not at firit therefore build houfes, but
ereted tents on thofe parts that fwelled a little above the
furrounding flats; and to make the fituation of their tents
more comfortable and dry, they dug a theugh or ditch, laying
the fod, and calting the earth inwardsy hence feems to be
derived the name Sheughy-dyke. The tent erefted in the
middle gave rife to the other name Tents-moors,

When thefe moors have been opened by digging, there has
been found in fevaeral places, a greater variety of fhells, and
fith-bones, than could be reafonably fuppofed to fall from the
tables of thofe tent-dwelling inhabitants; and feem to lead
the mind to conclude, that the aged and ftorm-{ftruck inhabi.
tants of the ocean being walhed o the fhore, obtained a grave
by the next tide covering them with fand. ‘There are like-
wife in thefe moors 4 long beautiful canals. Thofe who
efpoufe the 1dea of peopling this part of the diftri€t with fhip-
wrecked Danes, fay, that thefe canals were formed by thofe
foreigners, to defend themfelves from the inhabitants of the
furrounding country. I fhall not fay, how improbable this
account appears. Thele canals feem to give no countenance
to fuch an affertion. The moft extended of them is not 2 miles
long ; and there is a great fpace of flat ground between the
north end of them and the river Tay: the fouth end of them
and the river Eden, confequently could form no defence.
But, fuppofing they could have done fo, would it not have
been eafy for the Scots, to {ail from the Forth and Tay, dif-
embark on their rear, while their land forces attacked them
in front 7 Thefle canals do not poflefs depth of water to rene
der them the leaft defence. They feem to have been formed
by the retiring ocean. There are 4 long, broad, beautiful,
and almoft parallel canals; called Canal-loch, White-myre,

4 F 2 Toremont,
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'Toremont, and Tents-muir, or Big watera. I ebferve this
year, that the tenants are cutting draing, and letding the wa.
ter out of thefe canals, to render the pafture more beneficial
to their cattle. Strangers riding into this fiat and not very
fertile part of the parith, are furprifed with finding this wate-
vy variety. I have feen their eyes retarn to it with pleafure.
In the fummet, efpecially if it be a dry one, the greateft part
of the water is carried away by the wind, and exhaled by the
fun. When in this {tate, the canals furnifh a confiderable
quantity of coarfe grafs for the horfes and cattle. In this part
of the difrict, there are cattle of 4 fmall fize reared, as may
well be fuppofed, from the nature of their paftere; and a
few working horfes of a diminutive breed, to labour the fields,
~of no great extent, kept in tillage. One great difadvantage at-
tending this fandy part of the parifh is, that after the fields
are fown and harrowed, if the wind blows ftrong from the
weflt, or fonthwelt, the mould is blown off the feed, and not
infrequently, a confiderabie part of the feed is blown from
the fown ground.

‘This foil is favourable to turnips, barley, and clover; good
erops of oats and rye, are obtained here. The barley that
grows in this fandy foil, is heavier in proportion to an equal
quantity of the fame grain that is produced frpm good clay;
the former being thinner in the hutk than the latter. The
erops of peafe, with a few beans among them, are not fo {ure
or produdlive.

There is in this part of the diftrict, a falmon ffhing of no
mconfiderable value, oppofite to a fmall rivulet that runs into
she ocean. From the entry of this rivulet, along the fhore to
the river Eden, the people fometimes amule themfelves by
fithing in the fammer feafon, in the following manner: Two
of the people take a long net with weights upon the lower

edge of it, go into the fea as far as they may with fafety, ¢x-
tend
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tend their net, and drag it gently to the fhote: In this way,
they ate fometimes more, fometimes lefs fuccefsful in taking
{ea trout, flounders, and other kinds of fith. They ufe the
fame mode of fithing alfo, in 2ll the convenient pools in the
tiver Eden, when it is low water. This they only do for
amufement, or when they long for filh. Is it not {uppofeable,
that if thefe fithings were properly attended to, they mighe
fupply all the diftri€t with this wholcfome and agreeable ar-
ticle of food 7 There were two no way inconfiderable falmon
hithings in the rivér, one imme&iately below the Guard-bridge,
the other oppofite to the Coble-houfe ; fo called, from a fmall
boat being kept there, by which travellers from the fouth to
the north, and from the north to the (outh, {hortened their
way by 2 miles, in place of going round by the Guard-bridge.
But fince the diftillery was erefted upon the fouth fide of the
river at Kincaple, upon a bank flopping towards the Eden,
both thefe filhings have been much injured by noxious water
flowing from the diftillery which runs into the river. The
orne at the Coble-houfe is entirely given up, and the other
greatly decreafed. When thele were fifhed, falmon was
bought here at 1d3 and a 1dy per pound Dutch. No falmon
can be purchafcd now below 4d, or frequently 8d per pound.
‘The Tents-moors, and many other farms in the parifh,
abound with grey rabbits. It is allowed on all hands, that
the fale of thele animals with their furrs, yiclds more than
Y..200 per anmum. This part of the parith is now almoft
the only one where fheep are reared. It has becn thought
that the true breed of Scots fheep are to be found here: ori-
ginally it might have been {o ; but they have paffed througl fo
many crofs breeds, that they are greatly degenerated 5 yet there
remain fome very fine-wooled {heep, which, if properlyattend-
edto, might again rival their neighbours for the finenefs of their
fleeces. There has been a flock of 180 fheep lately added to

1 the
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the former ftock, makinginall 2120, Itis only in'this part of
the diftri€t, the numbers are kept up. They have been de-
creafing in the weft part of the parith, for many years, and
now are reduced to one ftock. In this flock, are a great pro-
portion of long tailed fheep without horns; their pafture is
higher, and of courfe, more dry and nourifhing ; the fheep
of alarger fize, and finer wool. But in the ealt part of the
parifh, the grafs is of a coarfer nature, and the foil more {ub.
jeét to retain water from its flatnefs ; the fheep of a fmaller
fize, the 4 quarters weighing from 20 to 26 pounds. The
time was, when every farm in the diftri€t, had a flock be-
fonging to it; till the culture of clover and rye-grafs became
general, and every fpot of grafs land was made to feel the
pulverifing effe€ts of the plough and harrow, when it was
thought more profitable to part with thefe meck, harmlefs,
and ufeful creatures.

In the Tents-moors, {muggling was carried on to a great
extent, by thofe men in the neighbourhood, who were de-
termined to rifk their fortune and charater on the events of
a day; for the inhabitants of this corner, were only aflifiing
in concealing and tranfporting their unlawful imports. By
the wife and vigorous interpofition of the direftors of our
juftly admired government, {muggling, that illicit traffic big
with many evils to mankind, is now happily unknown over
all our coafts. The inhabitants of this remote corner have
been blamed for cruelty to fhip-wrecked failors. If the
charge be juft, it does not belong to them alone; they are
but a handful; the place is thinly peopled. In the days of
old, it might have been fo; but I have feen much attention
and kindnefs thewn to fuch unhappy failors as were caft upon
our fhore. 1 truft, and believe, that every future period
thall be marked with an increafe of brotherly love to the un-

fortunate.

Church,
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Church, Stipend, Schosl and Poor.——The church of Leucharg
is placed nearly in the middle of the parith. It is an ancient
lofty building, part of it very ancient, fituated on a rifing
ground. The building is more than fufficient to hold the pa-
rithioners. There iz no record by which the time of its erec-
tion can be fixed, and there is even no tradition on the fubjett.
The church was once the only one in Scotland whofe fteeple
afcended on the caft end of the building. The time was,
when our forefathers worthipped here according to the forms
of the Romifh church, The door through which the organift
entered to perform that part of the {ervice allotted to him, is
ftill feen in the eaft gable of the church; and the place where
the holy water was kept to purify the worfhippers on their
entry into this temple is alfo vifible. The iron hook on which
was {ufpended the lever for weighing meal on the Lord’s day,
is batted into the key ftone of an arch in the fteeple; and in
the place below, other merchant wares were fold on that
holy day.

A very little weft of the prefent church, once ftood a cha«
pel called 5t Bernard’s chapel ; no remains of this monument
of antiquity are now vifible, the ftones of it having been ufed
for common purpofes. Round where it ftood are to be feen
many graves, conftrufled of 4, and fome of 6 ftones. 'Some
of thele graves have lately been looked into without affording
any thing worthy of being recorded.

There is a moft excellent well flowing with an abundant
ftream of foft water, near the weft end of the village, (forthe
village is now extending weftward,) called by the name of
the Saint, to whom the chapel was no doubt confecrated.
A little north of the euft end of the village, to the conve-
nience and comfort of the inhabitants, there is another well
of equal excellence, called the Lady well, no doubt confe-
¢rased to the Blefled Virgin. Tradition fays, there once

. ftood
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ftoed 3 houfe of worfhip on the eaft fide of the road, oppofite
to the houfe of Ardit; a fmall field belonging to that eftate
retains the name of the glebe. There was alfo once a chapel
and burying ground at eaft Drone in this parith : The glebe
is the name of 3 ficld there too, but the real hiftory of thefe
has not been tranfmitted to ys. There is a tradition, according
to the account by the Rev. Robert Dalgleith of Scots-craig,
D.D. that the village of Ferry-Porton-craigs, before the
1606, belopged to this parith.

The flipend of this parith till the year 1791, was 64 bolls
bear; 8 bolls wheat; 8 bolls eats; L.330:10:9 Scots, and
L..36:16:8 Scots, vicarage, in which is included 40 merks
for Communion elements. By an Interlocutor of the Court
of Seflion in 1791, their Lordthips were pleafed to give the
following augmentation. Out of a part of the free tythes of
the parifh, 24 bolls bear; 24 bolls meal; and L. 42:55:1¢
Scots, in which is included, L. 42 Scots for Communion ele-
ments. The Sacrament of our Lord’s Supper is annually dif
penfed in this congregation, in the beginning of March, and
end of July, to between 700 and 8oo communicants, The
Kirk Seffion received from the bifhop of St Andrew's, from
funds belonging to himfelf, L. 28 Scots. for Communion ¢le-
ments ; the receipt of which, is entered for the laft time g
the Seflion records, in the year 1728.

‘The legal {alary of the parith fchoolmafter, is L.6:13:4
fterling. e has befides, by a mortification, a houfe, gar-
gen, and croft; and 2 acres of light land, about half a mile
northwelt of the village of Leuchars; and L.4:10: 6 fter.
left to thofe who hold the office of fchoolmafter, by 3 latg
eminent and worthy clergyman of this parith, the Rev. Alex-
ander Henderfon. _

Leuchars is a pleafant healthy country village, where boar-
ders may be kept to advantage, The prefent incumbent,

got
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got a few foon after he was eleéted, and has room for a great-
er number. The number of fcholars in the winter is from
80 to 100. The fchool fees are as low as any in Scotland.
Every man who is {fenfible of the importance of educating the
youth, and underftands the true interefts of his country, muft
regret, that a body of men fo refpelable, and fo extenfively
ufeful as the parifh«fchoolmafters are, fhould have appoint-
ments fo very unequal to their labour and to the fituation of
their families. .

The poor in this parith are fupported in their own houfes,
The Kirk Seffion are enabled to provide for them by the
wmk-ly colletions at the church, and the money arifing from
the mort-cloths, which were. originally purchafed from ‘the
peor’s funds ; by the rent of 5 acres in the priory of St An-
drews, purchaled in the fame way; and by the produce of a
few feats in the church, yiclding about L. 1 fterling per annum.
I believe there 15 no fund managed with fuch care, ar ren-
dered fo extenfively ufeful, as the little funds in the hands of
the Kirk Seflions of Scotland. We do not allow any of our
poor to beg, though beggars pour in upon us from the north
and fouth, in greater numbers than the fituations of men'in
moderate circumftances can enable them to fupply. There
are laws to prevent this; but of what ule are laws, if they
are not put in execution ! We have invariably found that
thofe who are moft unwilling to aceept of aid from the pa-
rifh, are leaft eafly fatisfied, when they have begun to receive
it ; whereas, thofe who modeftly intimate their wantg and
receive aflitance, as foon as their circamftances become lefa
neceflitous, with hearts overflowing with gratitude to
Almighty Ged, inform wvs that they are able to fupport
themfelves, and thank the Seffion for the kindnefs fhewn
them while it was neceflary, Penfioners of this defcription,
we fupply with the greateft fatisfa&ion.

Vor. XV, 4 G Population.—
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Population, t#c.—By the retwrn to Dr Webfter in 1758,
the numbers were 1691. DBy the laf accurate furvey of the
parith, the numbers were Iqiﬂ. The decreafle, whichis 71,
is to be accounted for in the following manner. There are 6
different farms in the parifth, cccupied by one tenant; for-
merly poflefled by 3. There is indeed one farm divided into
3, but there are 3 other farms poficfled by one tenant, which
were formerly occupied by 2. Every plough in the parifh
fome years ago, had a man to hold, and a youth to drive it;
the libour of the farms was chiefly carried on by married fer-
vants whofe families refided on them. It is more the cuftom
now to perform the labour by unmarried fervants who have a
houfe near the tenants, in which they fleep, and prepare their
food. After they retire from work, they are free from the
refpe&t due to the eye of their mafter, and if inclined to wan-
der, are at full liberty. 1 believe that thefe circumftances
are m::}t favourable to morals, and that the union of fmall into
large fatms, is unfriendly to population.

- Abftrat of Baptiims and Marriages from 1750, to 1959
inclufive, (there being no record of burials kept at that pe-
riod ;) and from 1780, to 1589 inclufive, to which the lift of
funerals within that period is added. No calculation can
however be made of the sumber of deaths from the funerals;
as many from neighbotiring parifhes are buried here, and
many of the people of this parifh in the neighbouring church-
yards.

Bapti{ms.
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Baptums, Marriages,
1750 Y - 24,
1751 y 55 v, 2@
1752 - 46 - 23
1753 - 51 - 19
1754 - 49 - 34
1755 -~ s - - k9
1756 - 34 - 3, ‘
1757 - 45 - 14 -
1758 - 42 - 10
1759 - [ - 18
478 | 165
B_.iptj.rﬂ'Il.- Marriages, Burials,
1780 - 39 - 19 - 35
1781 - 41 ~ iz - 3Q
14982 - 46 - i 4 - 24
1783 - 36 - 14 - 25
1784 - 43 - 6 - 2K
1785 - . 57 - 6 - 4
1786 - 46 - 1X = 14
1787 - 18 - . 4 - 42
1?33 - 42 - 19 - 26 *
1789 -+ 43 - 13 - 25

411 . 10 283

There are of fouls in the parifh, below ‘1o years, 322
from 19 to &0, uﬂxﬂ; and frnm do to 90, 1.
4 Ga . There

£ The University of Edinbungh
T Univevsity ol Giasgow



Boy Statiffical Account

There are in the parith, 22 Antiburgher, and 13 Burgher
Seceders; 1 Berean, and 1 member of the Epifcopal church;
37 Diffenters in all. Thete are 13 wrights; ¢ mafons; ¢
fmiths3 8 fthoemakers ; 6 taylors ; 3 wheel-wrights, 2 of thefe
are coopersy 1 furgeon; 1 brewer; « baker, and 1 bee-hive
and batket maker. In the village of Leuchars, are 4 ale-houfes,
and there are 2 others in the diftrit. 'Two ale-houfes in the
village of Leuchars, are certsinly fufficient to fupply all the
mnhabitants ; and a greater number tends very much to deftroy
the morals; and impair the health of the inhabitants. ‘There
are 9o looms in the parifh, 34 of thefe in the village of Leu-
chars. The weavers are employed in what is called houfehold
work of: various kinds; but chiefly in brown linens, fingle
and double fail cloth, which they weave for the Dundee mer-
chants. Several of them buy yarn, weave it, and fell the
webe to merchants in Dundee and Cupar. This kind of
manufadture is increafing, and it is thought will increafe.
There is one of the weavers famous for working all kinds of
damafk, and other table linens. It is thought the population
will foon rife above the return made to Dr Webfter: thete
are 10 new houfes built in the village of Leuchars this fums
mer, to be inhabited at Martinmafs next.. A great {pirit for

building has difcovered itfelf for feveral years palt, efpecially
in the village : though building is carried on at a great ex-

pence, free ftones have not been found in the diftrit, except

on the fouthwellt, by the fide of the river Eden, below a moft
valuable {urface : The proprietors are unwilling to break more

of it than what is ablolutely neceflfary for their own ufe, and

the ufe of their farms. 'The cart load of free ftones cofts 25,

the driving and toil, 3d. On the weft Gde of the parifh

" which is hilly, there are inexhauftible ficlds of fine hard blue
whin flones ;- thefe coft 1s for driving the cart load, and 4d
for quarrying. From the top of Lucklaw-hill, part of which
in
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is in this diftri€t, there is a ‘molt extenlive and delightfal
profpeét. c

Advantages and Difadvantages~=It is mo {mall adlvantage to
this diftric}, that the river Eden is navigable nearly to what is
called the Inner-bridge; a little below which with the con-
currence and afliftance of fome of the heritors, the tenants
have built upon the north bank of the Mulltree-burn, coms
naonly called Mothry water, a wall perpendicular on the fide
of the water, and have filled up the ground behind the wall
in fuch a marner, as to make it eafy for carts to approach the
wall where they may load and unioad fmall veflels: This gives
opportunity of importing what the inhabitants ftand in need
of, and exporting whatever they can fpare. Carriers from St
Andrews to Dundee pafs and repafs twice every week through,
the village of Leuchars. Carriers from all the towns of the
fouth coaft, from Crail to the Ely, pals once in 14 days; per-
haps oftener in {ummer. Carriers from Dundee and 5t Ap-
drews to Edinburgh, going through Cupar the county town,
pafs within a mile of the village, Thus, an ecafy and regular
intercourfe is maintained between all thofe diftant places,
and what we wifh to fend, or defire to have from them, is
conveyed at the ordinary expence of carriage, according to
the weight. )

The inhabitants of this diftri€@l derive no fmall advantage
from the fhell-fifh in the river Eden. They gather cockies
and mufcles in their different {ealons, fometimes eat them by
themfelves, fometimes prepare them with potatoes, or onions;
and the high flavoured juice that is cbtained from the fifhes in
the boiling with a little feafoning, makes a truly wholefome
and delicious meal.

There was cfiablithed by mutual confent, in the year 1992,
& fociety calling themf{cives the Brotherly Society of {fuppost,

m 1
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in and about Leuchars, and members fram the neighbouring
parifhes are admitted. The laws of the fociety are pious,
benevolent, and well meant. Every member on his admif.
fion pays 2s 6d fler. and 8d quarterly, or 25 6d annually,
The intention of the fund is to relieve the members when
under Gcknefls or the infirmities of old age, or the widows
and children of deceafed members; who, it is propefed, are -
to reccive 3s 6d wecekly, or if a murfe fhould be neceflary,
4s 6d. If any of the memberss dic who{e furviving relations
are unable to defray theix funeral expences, they are to re-
ceive L. 1 1 5 for that purpofle, (It is {fubmitted, whether fo-
cieties of this nature in different parts of the country, may not
be ufeful.) Their funds alfo enable them to buy quantities of
meal, coals, or any other neceffary article to divide amongft
them. There are 2 fairs held in Leuchars, the one on the
fecond Wednefday of April old fiyle, for the fale of cattle,
gheep, lint-feed, fhoes, and all other kinds of merchant goods,
the other on the third Friday of October, old ftyle, The pit
coal 15 3t a great diftance, and from the throng in the fummer
fcafon, the fetching one cart containing g load, cofts gs 2d4,
and is the work of 3 long day for one man and 2 horles
The proprietors of coal, are threatening to raile the price,
Difeafese—Epidemical difeafes are not known in this dif-
trict, fince the great drain was cut. I have known 3 perfons -
" wichin thefe 20 years, affelied with St Vitus’s dance to a
_very high degree. It was defired that a fiddle fhould be play-
ed on in the prefence of the affeCted perfon, It was not
regular mufic that gave relief, but the ftriking of certain
firings, which the perfon under agitation, defired fhould be
"ftruck again. The effeft was aftonifhing ; the perfon affeél-

sd, became quict, fat down, and in a little, afked to be put

. to
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to bed, but ftill called for the perfon to play, till the feelings
that produced the agitation were abated.

Some years ago, the people in this parifh profefled a religi-
ous fcruple againft innoculating their children, They are
now come to look upon it as a yeligious duty to adgpt the
practice 3 and not a few of them, when a lancet loaded with
matter was procured for them, innoculated their own chil-
dren., 1If the fcruple could be got over thmug;hqut all partg
of the country, how many lives would it fave, how many
fore-hearts to parents would it be the means under God of
preventing ¢

Charaéier of the People.~—They are in general fober and
indultrious ; regular attendants upon Divine worfhip on the
Lord’s day ; and grateful to a kind providence for the bleffings
they enjoy. They are remarkably fteady in their atrach-
ments, in their loyalty to Our Gracious Sovereign and happy
Conftitution : ‘14 from this diftriét entered ta ferve His
Majefty when a late call for failors was made through the
counties.—With what pleafure do I relate thefe falls, afier
having read with horror in the Adverfer, for Tuclday the
3d November 1795, the wicked and treafonable attack made
upon the facred perfon of George the 1II. Thanks and
praife with my whele heart do I offer to the providence of
God, for preferving the life of the beft of Kings, who has
ever been the father of his people; and pray moft fervently,
that the crown may long, very long flourifh on his facred
head, until it pleafe the uwnerring Difpofer of all events, to
crown Our Gracious King with a crown that fhall for ever
flourith in glory, and transfer his earthly ‘crown to the he;ld
of His Royal HHighnefs George Prince of Wales.
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