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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF ROTHIEMAY,

(County oF Bawrr, SyvoDp oF MoRrAy, PRESBYTERY
OF STRATHBOGIE ).

By the Rev. Mr JAMES SIMMIE,

Situation, .
»

THE parith of Rothiemay is bounded, on the E. and
- N. E. by the pariih of Marnoch ; on the 5. and 5. E.
by Inverkeithnie, Forgue, and Huntly; on the W. and
5. W, by Cairny; on the N. and N. W. by Grange. Its
greateft length is from 7 to 8 miles; its greateft breadth
from ¢ to 6.

The northern part of this parith is inferior to the reft,
both in fertility and beauty. Befide formme hilly ground,
and fome plantations of fir, it confifts of a large plain, con-
taining partly arable, partly pafture-ground, and an exten-
five mofs that fupplies with fuel, not only the parifhioners,
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386 Statiftical Account

but, in a great meafure, the town of Huntly *, which is
diflant about 6 miles. I'rom this plain is a gentle declivi-
ty of niore than half a inile, on the W. and 5. W. to the
1fla, and, on the 5. to the Devoran; a river adorned with
plantations and natural woods on its banks, and abounding
with common trout, eel, and {almon., About a mile be-
low its conlluence with the Ifla, the Devoran, running eaft-
ward, divides the purifh into two parts, of which the nerth-
ern fullows the courfe of the river more than two miles,
the fouthein near two miles farther, At this point, where
the Devoran begins to divide the parifh, and on its north-
crn banl;, are the DMilltown, a fiall village containing
about an bundred fouls; the houfe of Rothiemay 4; the

church and manfe; and a happy mixture of well-inclofed
fields

* Wien the pailluoners carty peats aut of the parith, they do fo clun-
deflinely, o merely by induloence of their landlords,—not by fhipulaton
and rght. It i much to be widhed, that both they, and others whom they
fupply with pears, would ule fewer peats, and mote conl and wood, nor
only becaule, in wet feafons, peats die a very unccrtan fuel, but becaute
thic proparstion of them confumes rmuch of ther time, which mght be
moie profitehly deveted to vanous agricultuial improvements.

t Uhere i a tiadwion here, thar the unfortunate Mary, Queen of Scots,
paflod aomghtan this kowe, and her bedaoom 15 fill pointed out. Thia
tilition 15 cominned by the aathority of Buchanin, whe, defenlnng
Bary’s jontacy to Lover-es, fays, * Prozown nux ad Rothimeinm, Abre-
“ wotlawm wllam, futes tranguille tracfudta of ' Hift. Rer. Scot.
Lib 17 cap. 36. The Abernethies here mentioned were Lords Alur-
nethies, atterwatids of Salton. The tragzical fate of one of them s cele-
Inated 2 popular ballad, called Fiennet-hall, Next to the Abernethies,
a4 farely of Gordons were proprietuis af Rothiemay til the end of lait or
the beginmng of this century, when it was puichafed Ly Omilvie, whofe
fon (aivrrwards of Inchmartin in Peithfhne) fold it to Wilham Loid
Braco, father of the prefent Earl of Tife. The moft ancicnt pait of the
boswte, which was somng fa to tum, his Lodilup las lately talien down,
anl hesagp ircd aad fembed Ge st 1n a eannzr whio b does honoul 1o
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of Rothiemay. 387

ficlds and woods; which, with wcods and cornsields on
the oppolite fide of the river, rifing, by a gradual alcent, to
a great height, form a beautiful rural {cenery, equalled by
few, and perhaps excelled by none, of equal extent, in the

kingdom.

Soil, Produce, Reat.—-TDlantations and natural woods oc-
cupy a confiderable part of this parilh. They confiit
chicfly of fir, birch, afh, elm, and aller ¥, which, in confe-
quence of the fecarcity of thefe in moit of the neighbowing
parilhes, aie fold at high prices, and bring the proprictors
from L. 1-o to L.2c¢o a-year. .And it may be prefumed,
that, fome years hence, they will bring much more, as
many of them, efpecially firs, now young and thiiving, will
then be ready for fule ; and as the proprietors not only fup-
ply from their nurferics the places of thofe they fell, but
are carrying this kind of improvement flill farther, by
planting fuch parts of their eflates as are lels fic lor calt-
vation or pafture.

The pafture bears only a {mall propoition to the arable
land of the parifh. It is fuch, however, as renders it pro-
fitable for fome farmers to rear a few fheep, and uil a few
black cattle, for the market.

The foil, in general, is rich and fertile. It produces ex-
cellent oats, bear, peale, and lint, the common crops of the
parith ; and in fuch abundance, that large quantities, parti-
cularly of oats, cutmeal, and bear, are exported annually.
A great part of the bear finds a good market at diflillerics

in the neighbouring paiithes. Part of it, as well as oats
and

# Tofde thefe, isa gieat varicty of excellent larch, oak, heech, &c.
poenieianly on the property of the Earl of Dife, whofe cxample in planting,
2ud other enprovanents, is well entitied to the imitation of other proprie-
tois.  Some old ath, belonging w his Lorditep, me of an uncommoen fire,

mealer.er, in diamete r, four feet,
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388 Statiftical Account

and gatmeal, is purchafed, by commiflion, for merchants in
other parts of the hingdom, and fhipped at Poitloy, which
is 12, Banff, whiclhi 15 15, or Macdufl, which is 16 miles
diftant,

Moflt farms are fmall, only five or {ix being rented above
1.. 40, of which one is rented at L. 119, another at L. 140,
Few leafes exceed 19 years. Graffums are in ufe. Por-
fonal fervice * and havelt-labour are no longer exafled.
O late, a great part of viftual-rents were converted into
moncy at the rate of 125, 6d. a boll; and multure-rent,
formerly every thirteenth peck, is now 33, 6d. fur every
pound of farm-rent, Converlions not lefs favourable in
their confequences to the progrefs of agriculture, than to
the immediate iotereft of the farmer. The miller’s fee
(which remains to be converted into money) is every cigh-
teenth peck.  Adbrictions to particular mills prevail here,
as in other parts of Scotland ; and the grain of one of the
beit diftrifis of the parilh is afiridled to a mill in 2 neigh-
bouring pariflh, and belonging to a diflerent proprietor.
Would it be any difadvantage to focicty, il mill-aflrictions
of every kind being abolithed by a jult compen{ation, every
ene were at liberty to choofe his miller, as well as his
fmith, his carpenter, or any other mechanic 2

The valued rent of the parith 1s L. 3140 Scotch. The
whole parith is the Earl of Fife's, except about a tenth
part, the property of Major Alexander Duff of Mayen.
His Lordihip cccafionally vifits bis property bere. DMajor
Lruff + couflandy refides in the parilh.

AAdvantages,

& By rerfonal rvdce, as different fiom harveft-labour, is meant, gong
on etiands, and the ke,  The leivice of canying the landlord’s meal to
the hore i fbdl wetained nor, indecd, could it be convemently difpendid
with, where victualaents are paid, and efpecially where the landiord does
not refide.

+ The Major, befide fome very landable improvements of his eftate by
plasting and imclling, has litely built an elegant and commodions houfe.
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Advantages, & c.—~0Our chief advantage, refpefling apri-
culture, 13 the nearnels of lime. In the neighbouring pa-
rifh of Grange, it is bought at the quarry for 11 d.; at the
kiln for 8 d. and fometimes 7d. 2 boll *, The abundance
of peat here induces mofl farmers to buy it at the quarry,
and enables fome of them, befide fupplying themfelves, to
bring a profit by retail. There arc about 5o lime-kilns in
the parifh,

To this advantage I wifh 1 could add good roads; but
the proper method of mnking and repairing thefe is not
even underftood here. Inflead of ufing for this purpole
that abund inee of metual and gravel which nature has {up-
plicd, the flatute-labour is employed in throwing on the
middle of the roads the contents of the ditches on their
fides, which, being ¢lay or folt carth, fo far from lmpro-
ving them, (unlefs, perhaps, during the heat of ﬁlmmer;},
generally makes them worfe than before. Though inclo-
fing is far advanced in this, compared with neighbouring
parifhes, flill there 15 much room for this kind of improve-
ment : A proof, among others, that a great part of our
land has not yet reached balf its value, WNor has draining
by any means obtained that degree of attention, which a
great part of our land evideuntly requires, though to tlis
kind of improvement its natural fitvation is, in general,
very favourable +.

Popuiation, 9 ec.—The number of inhabitants 13 1125;of
whom, 481 are males, 644 females, In 1755 it was 11IQC.
The average of maniages for the laft 1o years is 10; that
of bivths, fur the fame period, 193 of deaths there is no re-
gilter,

Of

¥ Thie Lwll of lime here confifls of 2 firlots only,

} The mode of farong, and the prices of the various kinds of provifiegs,
are the fame here as mothe neizhbounng puifles,
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300 Statiffical Account

Of the inhabitants 1067 are of the Eftablifhed Church ;
25 are Epifcopalians ; 27 Seceders; and 6 Roman Catho-
lics. The occupations of part of them, with other particu-
lars which fhew the flate of the parifh, will appear from the

following table :

Clergyman, - i Tuilors, - - 6
Schoolmafter, - I Shopkeepers, - v
Mafons, - - 6 Innkeepers, - 3
Dikers, - 4 Butchers, - - 2
Wrights, = 10 Meal-mills, - 2
Turners, - 4 Meal-millers, - 3
Coopers, - 3 Lint c=ill, - - 1
Smmiths, - - 4 Lint-millers, . 3
Hlaters, - - 2 Wauk-malis, - 2
Flax-droffers, - 3 Ferry-boats, - 2
Weavers, - 27 Horfes, - - 260
Dyers, - - 3 Sheep, - 5§00
Shoemakers, - 13 Black-cattle, 1268

All the men who are not tradefmen and mechanics, are
employed in agriculture; and tradefmen and mechanics,
who are houfekeepers, likewife cultivate a few acres for
the accommodation of their families. The women, when
they are not employed in the mofs in fummer, or the field
in harveft, fometimes knit flockings, but commonly {pin
linen<yarn for the merchant, who buys it, by commiflion,
for the manufa@urer in Glafgow, Paifiey, or fome other
diftant part of the kingdom. Belide maintenance, a fartn-
fervant's yearly wages are from L.7 to L.g; a maid-fer-
vant's L. 2, 10s. or L. 3. A day-labourcr’s weges vary
with the kind of his labour; oz, for mols-labour, a man’s
8 d. a2 woman’s 6d. with wiftuals; for harveit-labour, a

man's 10 d. a woman’s 6 d, with vifluals ; for hay-culiing,
It
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1 s.: and for common labour, fuch as delving, ¢ d. without
viftnals. A mafon’s day’s wages are 1s. 6d; a wright’s,
1 s. both without viftuals ; a tailor’s, 8 d. with viQuals; a
diker's work is hired by the picce. By {pinning linen-
yarn, a woman earns 31 d. at moft 4 d. a-day! A poor pit-
tance, indeed! and till manufaflures be eftablifhed here,
(a thing more to be defired than expeéted), there is little
reafon to hope that femule labour will find a better, at leaft
an adeguate reward.

Clurch, Sclool, ¢&c.—The parifh-church, built about go
years ago, is commodious and well lighted. The LEarl of
Fife is patron. By a late deccree of the Gourt of Teinds,
the minifter’s fiipend is * 100 bolls 3 firlots of viftual, half
# meal half bear, and IL.533:6:8 Scotch, with L. 6o
“ money forefaid for furnifhing the communion-¢lements.”
The {choolmafter’s falary, which is 200 merks Scotch ¥,
and the {chool-fees, with precenter’s and feflion-clerk’s fees
and perquifites, dv not exceed L. 20 or L. 21 a-year. The

parochial

# Tl within thefe two yeas, it was only 109 merks Scotch.  The late
Rev MFLiuce of Dunhar, who recewved the puinciples of his education at
thys {chool, gencioufly propofed to augment it by a donation of L. 150 Ster.
il.ng, on the F[]Jlur:n&g terins 18, That the heritors Thouid become triaftees
of his donatton, paving to the fir-hoolmaiter the lcgal mtereft of it: and,
2dly, ‘That they thould angaent the {alary to the mavimem, or 20 meiks
Scotch.  Though the heritms complied with thele terms as foon as Propo-
led, and though aftevwards Mr Bruce, mnformed of this, promifed thar his
donation hould be forthioming at a time mentioned, yet, not lang after,
hie died, without baving (ulfitle d hes henevolent purpofe, and (io far as I
have yet been able to dicover) without leaving the fulfilment of 1t in trgdt
to his heirs or teltamentary executors. It 15 hoped, however, that futhcient
vouchers of his purpole and promife being produced, his hews (who are
bappily in fufficicot circumftances) will, from due refpedt to his memory,
elteem lus will, refpecting this matter, 43 facred as if 1t bad been expielied
with all the circvmitances of legal foimaliy,
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392 Statiftical Account

parochial poor (24 » at an average of the lalt twelve years)
are aflifted from the interefl of L. 160, the rents of one of
the church-gallerics, the weekly collefions, fines for maf-
demeanors, &ec. ; the whole forming a yearly fund of L. 25
or L. 26 Sterling.

Antiquity, an Eminent Charafler ~—About a furlong
north from the houfe of Rothiemay is a Druidical temple,
whicli, though fituated in the middle of a beautiful and fer-
tile field, a veneration for antiguity has hitherto preferved
entire. Mr James Ferguffon, well known, among men of
fcience, for his publications on aftronomy, was a native of

this parifh }.

Charalfer.—The inhabitants are, in perfon, flender ra-
ther than robuft; in mind, acute and fenfible, They ex-
cel their forefathers lefs in the luxuries of the table than

elegance of drefs; are generally very healthy ; and live
man_‘y"

# In 1783 and 1384, the number of poor was 45. In 1783, the kirk-
fcion expended L. 59 of the poor’s fund m pw chafling foavign giain,

$+ To certify this, it may be pioper to fubjean, that my information of
Mi Fergudon’s bemg a native of this panfh I recewved fiom his brether,
j”hn Fergufion, who was an elder of this panifh, and died very lately. He
told me, that s father’s name was Joln Yergufion, hus mother’s Elipet
Lobban; that they dwelt at the Cowe of Mauyen; that both he and hus bno-
ther James were boin there ; that he himielf was born in 1708 3 and that
bis Inother James was two years younger. Accordingly the feffion-record,
which is now before me, coofims this imformat:on in every particular.
James Ferguflon was born Apnl 25. 1710,

I donot 1ccallect every particula: related in the Memoirs of Mr Feiguf-
fon, prefixed to his works, not having feen them for {everal® years; Lut
Fuhn, Lis brother, who had 1ead thefe Memous, fau, that, though generally

agree \Wie to fack, they were not equally cortedl in every partienlas.
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many of them 8o, and fome go, years, Devoted to sgri-
culture and the mechanical arts, they are very little inclined
either to a military or a fea-faring life. They are fober
and induftrious, refpeftful to fuperiors, obedient to the laws,
charitable to the poor, and prallife, among themfe]ves,
the virtues of integrity and friendfhip. Of the form of
godlinefs they Are {lriftly obfervant ; and jnftice, as well
rs candour, forbids me te believe that they are deftitute of
its power,

VoL, XIX, 3D N U M.
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