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NUMBER XVIIL

PARISH OF ORPHIR,

{CounTy AND SyNon ofF ORRNEY, PRESBYTERY oOF
CAIRSTON.)

By the Rev. Mr Liddell, Minifler.

O1 ipin of the Naime.

ORPHIR, or, according to the Icelandic hiftorians, For-
fior, 15 compounded of the Norwegian words, jord,
land, and fior, fire. This etymology is the more probable,
as the parifh of Orphir ferves the neighbouring towns of
Rirkwall and Stromnefs with a {pecies of peats, difltinguifh-
cd by the namne of parfo, thatis, fire-land, or earth fit for
burning. _And to the prefent day, there is a houfe and
diftrict called Yarfo, from its neighbouthood toa large mofs
of this defeription.

Setuation
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of Orphir. 305

Situation and FExtent.—This parifh is ftusted in the
county and {ynod of Orkney, and in the prefbytery of Cair-
fton, and makes a part of the ifle of Pomona, commonly
called Mainland, from its being the largefl of the Orkney
iflands.

It is bounded on the IN. W. and N. by the parifhes of
Sternes and Firth, from which 1t is divided by a range of
lofty bills; by the parifh of Kirkwall on the N. E.; and
on the E. 5. and W, by the Orkney Mediterranean, gene-
rally known by the name of Scalpa Flow.

It is about eight Englifh miles long, and from two to
three miles in breadth; lying along the fea-thore, nearly
in the direflion of N. XX, and 5. W, and enjoys a fine ex-
polure,

The face of the parifb is diverfified with hills and dales
through which many rivulets flow, The foil, in a few
places near the coafl, 1s a rich loam, mixed with flones,
and tolerably fertile ; but, in general, it is clay or mofs, or
a mixture of both; and when well manured, though but
indifferently cultivated, is mnore than fufficient to maintain
the inhabitants.

The upper part of the parill, except 2 few {mall farms,
near a lake, called the Loch of Kibifter, is hilly, and
chiefly covered with heath, intermixed with coarfe grais,
and well adapted for the breeding of fheep and fmall cattle,
The lower part, toward the §, E. 5. and W. and extending
about a mile from the hills to the fea-fhore, is in general
plain, and beautifully diverfified with corn-fields, meadows,
and green pafture. The eaflern diftrift is interfperfed with
riing grounds, covered with heath, and large peat-mofles,
which furnifh the inhabitants with fuel, and enable them
to {fupply the neighhouring town of Kirkwall.

Climate.
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306 Statiftical Account

Climate~—From the fituation of thefe iflands, in a noyth-
ern latitude, and furrounded-by the ocean, the difeafes in-
cident to & cold and damp climate might naturaily be ex-
pefed ; but the reverfe happens. The ague is not koown
here, and fcorbutic complaints feldom occur; owing, per-
haps, to the abundance of fuel, to the frequent ufe of vege-
tables, and of malt liquor; and above all, to the falubrious
fea-breezes, which cool the 2ir in fummer, and counteraét
the frofts in winter, and render the climate, upon the whele,
more temperate, than in many places of a more foutherly
latitnde upon the continent. The {mall-pox was much
dreaded here previous to the 1757, when inoculation was
introduced, and has ever fince been attended with wncom-
mon fuccefs. Confumptions are not frequent. The mofl
prevalent diltempers are fevers, which frequently prove
fatal, efpecially in years of flerility. Rheumatifrhs have
become more frequent of late years, owing, it is {fuppoled,
to the fubftitution of the linen fhirt for the woolen wmﬂ..
coat, furmcrif worn by the common pcnp]e.

Mineral Springs—are to be met with in every difiri€t of
the parith, Buot the one moft in vogue is the water of
Scoridale, which has been famous for time immemorial, and
is {fuppofed to cure all difeafes. It, like &ll the others, is of
the chﬁlyhtate kind, without any mixture of fu}pﬁur It
is of a diuretic and ant:i’curbutm quallty, and he]pa to pro-
mote dlg:ﬂmn.

Laker, Coafls, Iflands, and Fifberies.~-There are in this
parith feveral fmall rivulets, but only one lake, called the
Loch of Kirbifter. It 'is between two and three miles 1n
circumference, and is well flored with fea-trout of an ex-
cellent quality. The fail from this lake is very confider-
able, and tusns one of the fineft mills in the country. Here

Wils
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ﬁ:aa formerly 2 waukmill, but it was [uffered to go into de-
cay, after the introdution of the linen manufatture. There
are two other mills in the parifh, which go under the name
pf Dubmills. Thefe are of no ufle in the fummer feafon.

The ft.‘?k—\ﬂﬂi{ﬁ: forms a circuitous eoucle of about 13 miles,
and is finely indented with bays and creeks, where veflels
may anchor ; one of them in particular, called the Bay of
Houton, is protefted by an ifland at the entrance, and forms
a {afe harhour for fmall vellels. The thore, except in the
bays, is in general bold, confilting of rocks of from 40 to se
fuet high; and compofed partly of whin, but chiefly of
fieeftone. The water, within a gun-fliot of the fhore, is
fiom 12 to 20 fathom deep.

Scalpa Flow.~The fea oppofite to this coaft is 2 woit
beautiful piece of water, being a {mall mediterranean, of
about go miles in circumference. It is furrounded with
12 different illands, through which are {everal outlets to the
Fentland Firth, and German and Atlantic Oceans. This,
particularly in time of war, is the great thoroughfare for
fhips coming north about. It abounds with fafe roaditeads
and fine harbours ; fuch as Holm Sound, Floxa Sound, St
Margaret's Houp, Pan Houp, and Long Houp in the Ifland
of Walls ; where there is good ancharage, and a fufficient
depth of water for the large(l fhip in the Britith navy. The
principal entrance to Scalpa Flow, i1s throagh Holm Sound
en the E. snd Hoymeuth on the W.; near which flands
the village of Stromnefs, a {ea-port, too well known toneed
defeription here, and pofielled, for its fize, of one of the
finett natural harbours in the world,

Two miles diftant from the fouthmoft part of Orphir
lies the ifland of Cava, 2 mile long, and about 2 quarter of
% mile broad. There are only three families in the ifland,
confiting at prefent of 19 perfons. The foil is 2 mixture
vl cla y aud mofs, which, as tbey have plenty of fea-ware,

{eldom,
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353 Statiftical Account

feldom fails to produce a good crop. Befides g horfes and
1% cows with their calves, they have a few rabbits, and
peats in abundance. The few inhabitants frequent the pa-
rifh church, and are very regular in their attendance upon
divine worfhip. There is a ruinous chapel in the ifland,
round which is a church-yard, where they formerly ufed to
bury their dead.

In this fequefiered fpot, feemingly pointed cut by nature
as a place for religious retirement, in the memory of people
now alive, have been committed two rapes and one mur-
der. The murder is faid to have happened in felf-defence.
The rapes were committed by Gow the pirate’s people,
who carried off two young women from the ifland; and
after keeping them for fome days aboard their fhip, re-
turned them to their friends, loaded with prefents; and
they both {oon afterwards got hufbands,

There is another {mall ifland in this parifh, fit only for
fheep-pafiore, called the Ho/m of Houton ; a name general-
ly given to {mall uninhabited iflands

About a mile E, from the ifland of Cava lies a rock, or
fkerry, well known to feamen, called the Barrel of Butter ;
here was formerly a feal-fithery, for which the neighbour-
ing farmer paid the proprietor a barrel of oil yearly, until
the frequency of fhipping {cared them from the rock ; then
the proprietor, determined not to lofe his rent, converted
the tack.duty into a barrel of butter ; which is ftill paid by
the tenant, and thence the rock is faid to derive its name,
Its ancient name was Carlin Skerry.

The principal fithery on the coaft of Orphir is the dog-
fithery, which, for the time it lafts, is highly beneficial.
Thefe filh arrive, in fucceflive fhoals, about the time of
new and full moon, and are obferved to travel weflwards.
They make their appearance about the middle of June, and

continue for & few days only at a time, until the end of
Auguft,
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Auguft. They are taken within half a mile of the fhore,
in from 20 to 30 fathoms water, with a common hand-line
of hslf a crown value. One man will fometimes catch ff-
teen fcore in 2 day. They yield a great deal of 0il ; and
when cured and {moaked, are thought to refemble kipper.
Their value, per hundred, may amount, at an average, to
5s. There are in this fithery abeut 24 boats employed,
with 4 or 5 men in each. When the dog-filhing fails,
which fometimes happens, the people are in the utmotit dif.
trefs for want of oil; which then rifes from 6 d. or 8 d. per
Scotch pint, to 1s. or even 1s. 6d. During the reft of
the year, they feldom catch any thing but a fmall fith call-
ed keiths or fillocks. Thefe fitlh fmoaked, together with
the fillocks, conflitute a great part of the food of the inha-
bitants. '

Scalpa Flow abounds with many other kinds of filh,
fuch as {cate, flounders, haddocks, mackrel, and occafionally
herrings. But the inhabitants are fo much employed in
making of kelp, which is the great article of Orkney com-
merce, that they have not leifure to attend to this fithery.
The common kinds of fhell-fifh are alfo to be found here,
fuch as lobfters, partans, fpouts and cockles ;I there are like-
“wife' a few feals, and otters, whofe fkins are wvaluable.
Sometimes, too, the fmall whales, called the bottle-nofed,
make their appearance on this coaft, and when embayed,
are furrounded with boats, and forced on fhore.

There are no fewer than fifteen fmacks employed through-
out the feafon, in fithing and carrying lobfters to the Lon-
don market, all of which rendezvous in one or other of
the harbours of Scalpa Flow. This fithery is confidered as
very beneficial to the inhabitants of the adjacent coall, who
are chiefly employed in catching the lobiters, and receive
from 1 d. to 14d. per piece. The boats fitted out for this
purpofe meafure 12 feet of keel, and together with the nets,

colk
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'p;ﬁl about L. 6. Theére are two mien in each hoat, who
will clear, at an average, L.7 Sterling a-piece, duoring
the fithing-feafon, which, including that of the fpring and
harvefl, does not lait above {ix months in the year.

j{'ﬁ}ﬁ.——Of this article, about 5o tons, at an average, are
manufa@ured, and exported yearly, The moft expert
kelp-burners in Orkney are fuppofed to belong to this pa-
tifh ; the confequence of which is, that they are univerfally
employed. One farmer in particular, Nicol Slettar in
Yarfo, by his fuperior fkill in furveying, and fixing with
precifion the value of fhores, has deferved well of his
country, having thereby confiderably augmented the in-
come of many of the propriectors. This man, by dint of
experience zlone, and natural {agacity, without the aid of
éduca.tiun*, will afcertain, with aftonifhing exafinef;, the
greateft quantity of kelp to be produced from any diftrié¥
of fhores, which he i§ employed to furvey; but, like moft
men of merit, he has been poorly rewarded.

Of this great fldple of Orkney commerce, much might
be faid : But, a8 the fubjeft ras been already anticipated in
former Statiftical Acconnts, the author of the prefent re.
port would only with te add, for the fake of his country-
men, dnd upon the authority of the firft manufallurer in
Newecaftle ; * That, excepting barilla, which is fometimes
hot to be purchafed for any money, the beft crown glafs
cannot be made without 2 certain proportion of Orkney
kelp ;3 and that, if the proprietors would be at the pains to
prepare this article in the beft manner, and to preferve it
pure and unadultetated, the price it wounld bring at market
is {carce’credible.

The tang, or fea-weed, which grows on this and the
neighbouring coafls, is found to be fit for burning only once

in three years; whereas, in the ifland of Sanday, and fome
uf
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of the fmaller iiflands, the {fame kind of fea-weed is burnt
yearly. This is generally afcribed te their proximity to
the ocean, and the rapidity of the tides; but, as there are
many fimilar fituations, from which the {ame effeét is not
produced, it is more reafonable to afcribe this plienomenon,
either to the peculiar nature of the rocks on which thefe
weeds grow; or, with greater prohability, to the fisnaticn
and {oil of thofe iflands, which are {o narrow, flat, and fan-
dy, as hardly ever to attraét a cloud, or produce the fmalleft
rivulet from one end to the other; by which means the
{ea-weed, being prelerved from freth-water, which 15 Hs
greateft enemy, is permitted to grow in its utmolt perfec-

Iiﬂl‘h

Tides, Bays, Headlands, and Wrecks—The tide, at its en-
trance into Scalpa Flow, is uncommeonly rapid; but it gra-
dually fubfides, until it becomes [carce perceptible. The
courfe of the flood, with a little variation, is from W. to E.
There is one part of the coaft, adjacent to the houfe of Mr
Honyman of Greemfay, where the current, intercepted by
a reef of rocks, runs g hours in one direftion, and 3 in the
oppofite.

The principal nefles and headlands are Voenefs, Toi-
nefs, Bernori, and Houton-head. The bays are, Waukmill
Bay, Smugro Bay, and the Bay of Houton, all of them
fronting the S. and 8. E.; in each of which, particularly
the laft, {mall veffels may anchor with fafety.

Only two fhipwrecks have happened here in the me-
mory of any perfon pow alive, The one happened about
30 years ago, upon the rocks of Hobbifter, where the veflel
went to pieces, but the people were faved. The other in
fpring 1793, on the fand of the Waukmill Bay, where by
unloading a part of the cargo, which confifled chiefly of
'~ flax, the veflel was got off, without receiving any confider-

Vor, X1IX, _ 3 ahle
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able damage ; upeon which occafion, much to the honour of
the inhabitants, every afliftance was given, and not a fingle
head of flax amifling.

Hills.~~The principal hill in this parith is about %00
feet high. It is called the Wart Hill, as is erroneoully fup-
pofed, from a fmall hillock raifed on the top of it by Mr
Murdach Mackenzic, when he furveyed thefe iflands. This
gentlemar, who is flill alive, is a native of Orkney; and
the firft who brought iurveying to that degree of accurzey
which it has of late attained. Sir Robert Strange, the late
famous engraver, was alfo a native of this country; and,
as he told the prefent incumbent, pafled fome of the hap-
pieft days of Li, youth in this parifh; which, after all his
travels through France and Italy, he could not help ad-
miring for the natural beauty of its fcenery. Such is the
fweet remembrance of youth! And yet this partiality is
not altogether without foundation. For from the top of
2 hill, at the foot of which, on 2 rifing gronnd, fltands the
manfe of Orphir, are to be feen, at one view, 23§ iflands
and 23 parithes, including moft of the Orkney iflands, and
part of the ifland of Great Britain, with an extenfive view
of the Atlantic and Germanic Oceans, together with that
truly fublime objeft, the ftupenduous mountain of Hoy,
wathed on one fide by the Pentland Firth, and on the other
by the Orkney Mediterranean, which is as beautifal a piece
of water as any county in Scotland can boaft of, and much
frequented by thipping. The Lord Advocate of Scotland,
ipon a late vifit to thefe iflands, arriving at this enchanted
fpot, from whence he firft beheld the Atlantic Ocean, 1s
faid to have exclaimed with ecftacy, * Happy is the cler-
¢“ pryman who inhabits yonder manfion!” ¢ And ftill
¢ happier would he be,” faid the clergyman, * would his

¢ Lordihip help him to an augmentation of flipend.” For
wyithoul
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without thee, f{weet Competence! preat Nature argues all
in wvain ; and all is Chaos dark again.

In farmer times, when thefe iflands were infefted by pi-
rates, fires were kindled on the tops of the higheft hiils, and
ferved to give warning to the inhabitants of the numbes
and approach of the enemy ; and as the pecple appointed
to attend thofe light-houfes were to oblerve and ropeat the
fignals, from the fmaller hills and headlands near the coatl,
thence, from the Noife word, arder, to watch, or look
out, they got the name of Ward, or Wart [1ills ; for this
appellation is not peculiar to Orkney, but 1s to be found in
other parts of Scotland, where the INorwegians relided.

Mr Hume, the hiftorian, in bis account cf the Marquis
of Montrofe’'s expedition, is pleafed to call the Orkney
men, an unwarlike race of men *. Bur, had Lie conialted the
Icelandick haftorians, he would have learned, that # of old,
in thefe iflands, when the trumpet foundcd to battle, when
the fhell of war was heard throngh the land, when the fig-
nal fires were kindled on the hills, in an inllant the young
men of Orkney flew to arms, end afiembled round their
chiefs, determined to conquer or die. Their wives and
their parents, inflead of keeping them hack from the com-
bat, helped them on with their armour, and prepared them
for the battle.”"—Thofe who diftinguifhed themfelves by
their valour, were rewarded at their return with the fmiles
and the charms of the fair ;—of the fair maids of Orkney!
for Orkney has always been diftinguifhed for beautiful wo-
men. Then no woman of beauty, of family, of fortune, or
of virtue, would deign to giveher hand to the youth who
hhad either declined or fled from the combat. For well
they koew, that None but the brave deferve the fair. Such,
of old, were the men of Orkney, and the ladies too, what-
ever information Mr Hume may have received to the con-

{rary.

# Perhaps the hnftérian meant, more avculiomed to naval than militay
ﬂl_pluits,
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trary. And for the hardinefs and bravery of the feamen of
the prefent day, about 2000 of whom have flept forward te
ferve their country, in almolt every war fince the Hanove-
rian {ucceflion, his Royal Highoefs Prince William, the fon

of our gracious Sovereign, can vouch.

Foffiis.—There are here a few flates, of an inferior qua-
lity, and fome excellent flags. Abundance of iron ore i
found lying on the furface of the ground, but no attempt
has been made to dig up any. Blue ftone, fit for building,
and alfo freeftone, are to be had in great abundance. There
is a curious vein of the latter fort in Houton-head, adjacent
to the fea, of about zo feet in height, and 100, or upwards
in breadth, and confifling of a variety of colours, fome
white, fome yellow, fome green, and fome of a2 jet black,
and fometimes of all of thefle colours beautifully blended
together. A {mall fragment of this reck was lately pre-
fented to an eminent feal-cutter in Edinburgh, who pro-
nounced it to be very valuable, and admirably adapted for
finithing fide boards, or the ornamental parts of chirmneys,
provided it could be found hard enough to admit of a po-
lith. Forthe fample prefented to him, as well as all the
outward furface of this vein, is fo foft and britle, s to yield
to the flighteft impreflion : Bat, if quarrymen were em-
ployed to penetrate the rock to a fuflicient depth, ic might
be difcovered to be adapted for many of the purpofes to
which the fineft marble is applied.

Some coal-flone, foch as 13 met with near the furface of
coal-mines, has been dilcovered, among the rocks of Wauk-
mill Bay, the property of Mr Honyman of Gremfay ; but
no trial has been made of 1. BSome very fine white and
blue clay i3 dug up, beneath the flocd-mark in Srsugro
Bay, commonly uled for colouring chimneys and hearth-

ftones.
B uadrupeds,
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Byadrupeds, Birds, ©5c.— A1l the different {orts of gua-
drupeds and birds, which are to be met with in the other
parifhes of this country, are alfo to be found here, the bird
called the lyre excepted, which is peculiar to the high recks

of Walls and Hoy, and the Redhead of Eday.

1t is re-

marked of the ifland of Cava, and of fome other fmall
iflands, that neither rat nor moufe will live in them.

Statiftical Table of the Parg/b of Orpbir and Ifiand of Cava.

Population grno 1755, - Bszg
Ihtto 1795 - - 28
Decreale, - - 29
MNumber of males, - 366

females, - 460
Yerfons below 1o yearsof age, 216
From 1o to 20, - 184
Above 20, unmarried, - 1320
Widows and widowers, 4o
Martied perlons, - i
Houles inhabited, . 145
Baptifms from t514 to 1723, 300
Intto from 1738 to 1747, 204
Ihtto from 1960 to 17649, 297
Ihtto from 1756 to 1795, 20.4

Averape per annum for thofe 40

years, - - 294
Marriages from 3714 to 1723, 74
Dutto trom 17398 10 1747, 82
Ditro from 1960 to 190y, 6%
Dhtvo trom 1756 (0 1795, 58
Average per annum for thole 4o

YEUrs, - . 4
Mu repuiter of burials has been kept.
The Wurths are to the population

as - - 1to 30
The marriages to ditto, a5 1 to 118

The inbatited houfes, as 1 to jg.
The batchelors to manied

men and widowers, as 1 to 3
Chaldren to tamilies, as 3 to0 g
Servants and indwellers a Fto 1
Froprietors refiding, - 1
Iitro non-refiding, - &
Clergyman, - I
Scheolinaiters, - - 3

Farmers of one plough going, 96

Ditto of twa ditto, - %
Crofters and cottagers, - 46
I\-vrighti' - - 5
Shoemakers, - - [
Weavers, - - L7
Tailors, - - 5
Mafons, - n Y
Smith, - X
Mailers, - - 3
Merchant retailer, - L
Piper, - - ¥
Fidiers, - - Z
Jack of all trades, r

This laft is the kirk-officer, who
ferves the parith in the different
capacities of beadle, fexton, coo-
per, ilater, plaflerer, boat-beater,
gardener, kelper, mafon, quarry-
man,» labourer, thatcher, and far-
mer, and the moft forlunaie be-
E;.'ttm' of boys of any in the parith,

r his wife bore him 3 at one
barth, and moit of his children are
boys.

Very few in this parith exceed the
nge of 8o, and only one perfon has
been known to arrive at oo years,

Number of horles, - 380
Inteo of catle, . - 853
Dutto of fheep, - L
Ditto of fwine, - - 435
Diteo of plonghs, -  ¥=F1
Ditto of carts, - ¥
l Diszo of boats, - 33

Here
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Here are no Seceders nor Diffenters of any kind.-
Three fuicides have bzen committed within thele few
years : One by a young woman, after a long fit of deep
malanchui_}, from what caufe is not known : another by an
elderly woman, during a lownefs of fpirits, occafioned hy a
lingering fever; and the third by a young man, in the
height of & nervous fever. Manging was the death thofe
unfortunate perfons made choice of,

Emigration—Many young mcen emigrate from hence
yearly ; fome as failors on board merchant veflels, who ge-
nerally land in the King’s fervice aglait; although they ab-
hor the idea of being prefled in their own country. Others,
and the greateft number, enter into the fervice of the Hud-
fon’s Bay Company; and, inflead of offering an honour-
able fervice to their King and country, or {taying at home
to cultivate their lands, and proteft their wives, their chil-
dren, and their parents, for the fum of 1.. 6 per unnum, hire
themfelves out for flaves in a favapge land, where, in the
language of Scripture, they are literally employed as hew-
ers of wood and drawers of water ; or, what is a ftill more
diftinguifhing badge of flavery, in dragging aleng large
loads of timber, yoked in the team, like beafls of buorden.
My God! Shall man, formed in the image of his Creator.
defert the human fpecies; and, for the paltry fum of L.6
a-year, affume the manners and the habits of the brutes
that perith. Fy be on the man, who would rather be the
flave of 2 Company of private merchants, than enter into
the fleets and armies of Great Britain, and bravely fight
for his King and country, our religicn, our liberties, and
our laws. Many of thofe men, at their return, after 8 or
10 years exile, bring home with them 21l the vices, with-
out any of the virtucs of favages; indolence, diflipation, ir-

religion, and =at the fame time a broken confitution ; and
the
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the misfortune is, that having earned 2 little money, (for,
after a five years refidence, their wages are augmented),
they are enabled to overbid the honeft indaitrious firmer,
who is incumbered with a number of {mall children, and
who perhaps may have fallen into a temporary arrear,
upon whom the unfeeling landlord has no compufiion. But,
behold the confequence! in a few years, from -ignnram::
and want of induflry, the emigrant, in his turn, is alio ree
duced to poverty, and muft give way to another of his own
tribe. By thele means, moft of the farms are over-rented;
and this fluftuating ftate of things puts an effeftual bar to all
improvement, and furely calls aloud for reformation from
every virtuous landholder. There are at prefent, from this
parifh alone, in this infernal fettlement, 43 of our prime
young men; and 12 more are juft upon the eve of embark-
ing : This, added to the number of {eamen abroad, fcarce
leaves hands to cultivate the ground, and muit fooner or
later depopulate the country. By thole means there are
no {pare hands for manufactures; and the fithery, which,
next to the kelp, ought to be the great ftaple of Orkney
commerce, is entirely abandoned; and befides, the King’s
fervice is deprived of many hardy feamen ; for the moment
war is proclaimed, for fear of being prefled, they fkulk
away to this diftant fettlement. At the fame time it muft
be acknowledged, for the honour of the Hudlon’s Bay Com.
pany, that no men ever ated with more integrity. or ful-
filled their agreements more honeltly, than thole gentle-
men have uniformly done ; and further, spon a reprefenta-
tion from the prefent incumbent of this parilh, they have
been pleafed to augment the wages to L. xo; by which
means above L. 100¢ Sterling per annum is added to the in-

came of Orlney.
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Agt tculture~There are employed in tillage 100 Ork.
ney ploughs, and two Highland ones. The latter were in-
troduced by Patrick Honyman of Gram [ay ; who alfo in-
clofud his farm with good flone dikes. It is the common
Scotch plongh, with two filts. The former is of a very
fingular conftrution, having only one flilt, a {mall pointed
fock, with a coulter, refembling 2 kail gully; and inflead
of a mould-beard, two flicks faftened to the head of the
plough, in a horizontal dire&ion, which, inftead of levelling
the fward, ferves only to break it into pieces, leaving one
half of the furface unturned down. This plough, which is
very light, is drawn by three horfes a-breaft, with the af-
filtance of a driver, who goes before, and pulls them on by
& halter, faftened to the midmoft horfe; the ploughman
carries in his right hand a {mall ftick, called a pattle, with
which he clears the plough ; it alfo ferves him occafionally
as a fecond ftilt, when he wants to take more earth; and
every now and then, when the horfes are lazy, he throws
it at them, to quicken their pace. The furrow made by
this plough is feldom above three inches deep, and thrown
eff in a flanting dire&ion. The harrows, which are zlfo
fmall and light, are of an oblong form, and generally with
wooden teeth, and are drawn fide foremoft: There is a
horfe and a driver for each harrow.

The only crops raifed here are fmall black oats, fown in
April; and bear, or big, fown in May. The harveft ge-
nerally begins about the end of Auguft, and is over about
the middle of O&ober. A few potatoes are cultivated
upon every farm. There is plenty of bog-hay ; and, of
late, attempts have been made to introduce clover and rye-
grafs ; but nothing can be done in this way, without fufh-
cient inclofures.

The manure chiefly made ufe of is dung from the cattle,

mixed up with afthes and turf, and fometimes a little fea-
ware.

2 The Fniversity of Edinbargh
The Wniversity of Glaagow



of Grpbhir. 409

ware., Very good marl has been difcovered, but litcle nfe
has been wade of 1it.  There can hardly be {aid to be any
rotation of crops, the famne fields having been fown, for
time immemorial, with bear and cats alternately, and fel.
dom yicld above 3 or 4 of uxreafe. “Lhe grain of this pa-
1ish is eftvenied to be of a fuperior quality, and the beft
malt in Orkney is made here., The bear raifed from fea-
ware 15 cblerved to be hufky, and {mall bodied. Peafe
thrive very well ; but, except a few for the table, little at.
wntion is paid to them. Cabbages and garden roots grow
i great perfechion ; and perhaps the finell and largett arci-
chokes i the world are to be found in this country, in the
common kail-yards, {pringing up amongll the grals with-
out any culuwvation.

Woods,~There are a few currant or berty huthes, and a
few apple trees, trained up along the garden-walls ; but no
torelt trees ever have heen, or perhaps ever will be, raifed
in this country. The atmofphere is evidently too much
impregnated with {alt-water; for, in flormmy weather, the
[ea-fpray flies over the whole country, and frequently ruins
the crop, purticularly if it happens in the fitll of Auguil,
before the corn is greenful, There are a few natural hazles,
mountain-ath, and willows, in one of the vallies of the hill
of Hoy ; and although thele, owing to the winding of the
valley, and the height of the furrounding hills, are remark-
ably well fheltered, yet they do not exceed 12 or 14 feet
in height. A great many roots of {mall trecs, feemingly
fuch as thefe, are alfo dnug up in feveral peat-imoffes; but it
does not appear that there have ever been trees.of any fize
in this country ; and this faél is incontrovertibly eftablifbed
by the Icelandick hiftorians, who relate, that Linar, Earl
of Orkney, about the end of the ninth century, “ Diffum
“ effe Torf Einarem, guod exfiindi, et foca, lignorum loco ad-
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“ Geri fecit cofpites (1. e. Torf)) enim in Orcadibus mown eraut
& j:}‘fuxr." Gelto Scandice, apud Fobnflonum, t. 8.

William Honyman of Gramfay, the principal heritor of
this parith, lately planted feveral thoufand trees of different
kinds, but without effet. The prefent incumbent has alio
planted 2 good many of different forts and fizes, but they no
fooner get above the wall, than they are immediately blaft-
ed. A few afh trees were latcly cut down in the Bifhop's
garden at Kirkwall ; which, in the fpace of 200 years, had
grown to the height ot between 30 and 40 feet; and even
thele were proteted by houfes of equal height. Indced,
Orkney is not fingular in this particular. We find the fame
caules produce the fame effedts in other fituarions fimilar to
theirs, vz, in Caithnefls, Ruchannefs, and in 2il promonto-
ries, where the fea-air predominates.

Sheep.~In the hills.and dales of Orphir, there is fuffi-
cient pafture for 3o0c0 or 4oco fheep; and yet the whole
number does not exceed 400, owing chicfly to the prefent
want ot police in the country. For, previous to the 1748,
when the heritable jurifdiftions were abolifhed, there were
bailies 1n every parifth, who decided in fmall matters with-
-in their bounds ; and were particularly attentive to the re-
gulations refating to the-folding, fhearing, and marking of
fheep. Then no one was permitted to take a fheep upon
“any pretence, without the prefence of at leaft two fponfi-
ble witnefles, called Lawrightmen. But of late, fince thefe
offices have been abolifhed, every one goes to the hill when
heé pleafes, and either marks and thears them without any
witnels, or difpofes of them as he thinks proper ; by which
means thieves abound, and the real propriectors are defraud-
ed ; and as thefs poor animals are neither houfed nor herded,
many of them perith of cold, and many are worried by

dogs. Such is our fituation with regard to this mofi ufe-
ful
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ful animal ; chiefly owing to the above caufes, and partly
to the ill-judged preference given to tiie Linen-manufacture,
in a country where it can never become a ftaple commo-
dity.

Number of Aecres.—There is no map of the parith; but
as the ploughgangs are much of a lize, e.ch (ontaining
about 8 acres of arable ground at an average, and ihe pal-
ture confifting of about double that number ; and as 3 crotts
may equal a ploughgoing, then + 17x8=y ;6 acres of arable,
and g36X2:=1872 acres of palture; and the whole pariih
being computed to contain 20 iquare miles, or 12800 acres,
then there remain for mofles, braiks, lakes, and hill-puiture,
9992 acres. The arable being to the whole furface as 1
to 13%; and both arable and paiture as 1 to 413 and to the
walte land as 1 to 31 nearly.

Language, and Names of Places.—The language f[poken
here is much the fame as in the fouth of Scotland, and ltran-
gers remark, with lefs of a provincial accent.  The ancient
names of places are derived from the Norwegian, fuch as
Tuikibifter, the land of Tulkermen ; Kirbifter, Kirklund;
Houton and Hobbifter, Highland ; Swambiiter, the lind of
Sueno ; QOrphir, the land of Fire; and Claiitran, Cloie
Town, from being the weftermoft extremity of the parifh,
ahd like a mill cloufe, clofing or fhutting up the fame. It
is fomething remarkable, that the weitern extremity of the
neighbouring parifh has a fimilar name, oz, Clouiton, as if
the original meafurer of thefe parifhes, in laying out their
different diftrifls, had proceeded from E. to W. from a fu-
perftitions refpe@® to the fun's courfe. There are many
other local names, evidemily of fimilar origin; fuch as,
Voenefs, a beadland dividing two {mall bays ; Heildibrae,
s place where bonefires ufed to be kindled, from the Ilce-

Jandick
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landick word Aei/d, fignifying fire; Kongers-know, a tu-
mulus near the road jeading to the King’o-ferry, But from
what circumftance the Mainland ¢ame to be honoured
with the name of Pomona, is difficult now to account for;
unlefs its origin be afcribed to an opinion which prevailed
among the ancients, that Thule was a terreftrial paradife,
refembling the garden of the Hefperides. Orkhey may
have received its name from the Saxons, its ancient inha-
bitants, who had emigrated from the Hercynian foreit,
which, Celar tells us. Greecf appellunt Orcyniam, and of
which Saxony formed a part.

The ancient proprictors of this parifh were the Halcros,
the Sinclairs, and the Stewarts. The only confiderable
proprietor at prefent is Willium Honyman, Eiq; of GGieem-
{ay, a gentleman poflefled of the largeft property in this
county, next to Lord Dundas, and lineally defcended from
Andrew Honyman, Bilhop of Orkney, whom he has the
honour to reprefent. Keith, in his Catalogue of the Bi-
thops, p. 130. tells us, that Andrew Honyman, Archdeucon
of 5t Andrews, author of the Seafonable Cafe and Survey
of Naphtuli, fucceeded Bithop Sydferf, ammo 1664, to the
fce of Orkney, in the month of July 1668. This prelate
received, on the fireet of Ldinburgh, by one Mitchell, who
hed been at the rifing into rebellion at Pentland Hills, = fhot
in his arm, with a poifoned bullet, as he was {teping into
the Acrchbifhop of St Andrew’s (Dr Sharp) coach, for
whom the {hot was intended. He found his health much
ilnpaired after this difafter. He died in Febroary 1676,
and was buried in the Cathedral Church of Kirkwall., He
was 2 man of fingular piety, and great abilities.

Hill dike.~—The towns or diltriéts of this parith are each
of them furrounded by one common dike of feal, called the
Hill-dike ; the whole burden of keeping which in repair,

I 1-"!:1'1"
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very improperly falls upon thofe whofe farms are contigu-
ous to it, the reft giving themfelves no concern ; by which
means it is poorly kept up indeed.

Rent.—The valued rent is L. 1632 :18: 103 Scotch mo-
ney ; the real rent, including the feu.duties paid for the
bifhopric, about L. seo Sterling, befides L., xgo, at an ave-
rage, for kelp. The value per acre of arable land may be
6s. 8d. and of pufture zs. 8d. About 1cc fathoms of
peat are [ent from hence to the towns of Kirkwall and
Stromnefs yearly, valued at L. 1, 8 5. peor fathom ; one half
of thele is paid in rent ; the remainder, thongh purchafed
with great labour, both of horfes and people, is a fure fund
to the inhabitants, as their moffes are inexhauftible.

Weiphts and Meafures, —The falfe weights and meafures
of this country have long been a fource of grievance and
complaint; and in no inftaiice 1s the oppreffion more gla-
ring than in the meafure of peats paid here by the tenants,
under the denomination of a fathom. This was origi-
nally a cube of 6 feet {quare, containing 216 folid feet;
and will it be believed by the generous and free-born Eng-
lithman, that, in a feries of years, this meafure has been
gradually increaled upon the ignorant and unfufpefting in-
habitant, by his inhuman landlord, from 216 to 1008 {folid
feet ! for the prefent fathom in this parith meafures no lefs
than 12 feet {quare by 7 feet high.

The other weights and meafures of this country, which
are of Danifh origin, have been alfo increafed in the fame
proportion, whether by the landholder, or fuperior of the
feu-duties, or by both in concert, is now uncertain; but
whoever were the tranfaftors of this infamons bufinefs, if
the cries of an opprefled people ever reach the Throne of

Mcrey, they have by this time received their juft reward.
1o
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To Lord Dundas, who is the prefent fuperior, and who is
juftly efteemed to be one of the beft gentlemen in England,
no blame whatever can attach; his family purchaled the
eftate long after the date of thole grievances; and, fo far
from meriting the flighteft charge of oppreflien, lus Lord-
fhip, in a year of uncomman fcarcity, upon receiving a lift
of thofe grievances, readily offered to accept of the lowell
converfion the proprietors would name, provided the {ame
benefit were commuunicated to their lubtenants : And, fy
be on the man who rejedted the eguitable and humane
propofial.

On the Orkney weight, called the punlar, 24 merks
make 1 fetting = 3zib. Durch, and 6 fettings make
1 miel=114 flone dirtw. This ndliument 1s upon the fume
priuciple as the Rowan fleelyard, but may be very eafily
falfified ; for, by making the {mailelt alteration on the
fhort arm, to which the weight is appended, the receipt
may be confiderably incieafed or diminithed; and either
the payer or receiver greatly injured. A miflaken notion,
however, prevails an thi country : That, fuppofing this in-
firument to be coirectly adjuiled, and that the weigher were
an honelt perfon, yet {till this mode of payment is in favour
of the receiver. Bur the cale i1s quite the reverfe ; for after
an exall iurvey ol the punlar, upon mechan cal prineiples, it
will be tound, that fur every llone weight above two, the
recciver {uftains a lofs of 23 Ib. Dutch. To make this un.
deritood, it will be neceflary to explaig, that the punlar is a
lever of 6 feet long, divided, by notches, 1nto 12 egual parts,
of 6 inches cach, one of which conftitutes the ihort arm,
from the extreme end of which projefls a plug of iron, of a
httle more than an inch long, and at the end thereof is in-
ferted a pivot, round which a hook moves, for holding up
the weight, The balance, upon the oppofite arm, is a ftone

of 23 lb, Dutch, appending from a moveable ring, which
| flides
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flides from notch to notch as the weigher choofes. Now, it
is evident, that this addition to the fhort arm mult dimi-
nifh the weight; and, that in adjufiing the lever, the mea-
fure of the fhort arm ought to be taken from the pivot of
the hook to the pivor of the center of motion, and not from
the end of the beam, as is the pradtice, which makes a 6th
part of difference. For, if you fuppole this arm of the le-
ver, which is precifely the cafe, by the one mieafurement
to be 7 inches, and by the other only 6; or, dividing the
fame, in the one cafe, into 28 parts, or quarters of inches,
and in the uther into 24 of thefr quarters; then, according
to the mechanical principles of the lever, the weights will
be inverifely as their dritances, and 24 merks at the hock
will balance 28 upou the oppofite a.m, and theie will be a
lofs to the receiver of 4 merks upon every fetting, or repe-
tition of the firflt error, occationed by not m-king the mea-
fure from notch to notch on the long arm of the lever of
the proper length, »i%. from the centre of the piver of the
hook to the centre of the pivotr of the point of motion; of
courfe, the Jofs to the receiver, upon the miel, will be 20
merks; upon the g fettings, 32 merks; and upon the 12
fettings, 44 ; being nearly the 4th part of the whole re-
celpt.

To cure this original defe@, a very inadequate remedy
has been apphed, wiz. the perfon weighing adds . fetting
anore to the weight, by f{liding forward the ring to which
the balance i= appended half way to the next notch; for it
muft be obferved, that every notch forms a {fetting,. Of
old, they have probably had fome flandard weight <qual to
the miel; and, finding the punlar iniel to fall fhort of it, or
perhaps not to correfpond with its conftituent parts upon the
bilmar, another Danilh weight, weighing one fetting, ahd
upon nearly the fame principles, they Lhave thought to rec.
tify the miftake in tous imperfe® manner, not having been

able
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able to difcover the original errer. And this has alio heen
the reafon why, when the weight exceeded 6 ¢r 8 fettings,
they huve given 6 merks of catt, or forciceling, to make
up the increaling deficiency.  This unfortunate mifiake for
the buyer and receiver may be compietely rettified, in the
manner above mentioned, by taking the meature from pi-
vot to pivot, and not from the end of the beam, and then
every fetting will fall upon its proper notih, without going
beyond it, and there wiil be no «aft of the beam, or fore-
feeling, a5 1t 1s called, neceflary, which s the fource of great
frand.

<2 Church, Stipend, Posr, &c.~=The church, which was re-
paired 4o years age, was built in the year 1767, and the
manfe in 178¢9. The flipend, including the glebe, may be
about L.Bo a-year. The patron i5 Lord Dundas. The
prefent inenimbent was fettled 1n 1756, and 15 as yer un-
married.

There is a parochial fchool, where from 32 to 32 boys
and giris are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic. Lhe
encouragement given to the mafier is extremely fmall; a
folitary houfe, withoot fo much as a kail-yard; 1co merks
of talary, and no emoluments whatever; although it s to
be hoped the heritors will redrels this grievance, and ap-
point fchool-wages to be patd. A Society fciocl 14 much
wanted here ;3 and entl fuch can be obtained, the inhabi-
tants, poor as Lhey are, make a fnift 1o cmploy private
teachers occafionully 2t their own expence.

The condition of the poor is truly lamentable. The
number upon the roll fometimes exceeds 203 and the an-
nual amount of contributions for their fupport is only L. 3
at an avernge,  Would the non-reiiding heritors, who are
in afluent circumitances, contribute fomctiiing for thaar rea

Lief,
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iief, which hitherto they have not done, 1t would redound
much to therwr lionour.

ntrguitivse—1n the church-yard are the remains of an
ancient building, called the Girth-houle, to which gicat an-
Uguity is aleribed, - Ie s a rotundo of 18 feet in dizmeter,
and 25 fect high; open at top; and on the eaft ideis a
vaulted concavity, where probably the altar flood, with a
Hit in the wall to admit the light ; two-thirds of it have
been taken down to repair the parith chorch, The walls
are thick, and confilt of ftones, flrongly cemented with
hime, From its refemblance to the Pantheon, fome have
afcribed this building to the Romans; bot, in all probab:-
lity, it has been a Popilh chapel, dedicated by the piety of
115 founder to fome favourite {aint.

In the diflni@ of Swambiller, or Suenobiiter, are the
suins of an ancient tower, of a circular form, arnd about 180
feet in ciccumference 5 and once, probably, the refilence of
Sueno Beeritrop, who was killed by the fanmous Sueno
Aflerifa, duiing a Chrifimas entertaanment in this parith,
a1t the houfe of Paul, vne ot the Norwegian Counts of Ork-
ney; of which a very particular account is given by the
Icelandick Inflorian of Saga Orcadenfis.

In the diftrict of Tulkibilter, at a place called Obah, re-
fided feveral of the ancient Counts of Oskney 5 particularly
Harold, who wius poifoned by his aunt Fraukark, and the
aforementioned P'aul, who was put to death by his ovwn fif-
ter, the firll Counteds of Athol. Fhe firwation is {o circumtan-
tially deferibed by the lcelandick hittorian, as not to adniit
of a doubt; although, exceptan ancient chapel and burying-
ground, alluded to by the hiftorian, fearce a vellige ol the
ruin remains.  Romifh chapels are to be met wiih m every
dillvict of the parifh 5 alfo a great many barrows or tumuli
but none of them have been opened,

Voi. X1X, 3 G, (Commmeree.
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Commerce~The principal article of commerce is kelp,
which at prefent fells as high as L. 10 per ton. The only
other articles worth mentioning are, malt, black cattle,
greafe, butter, and linen-yarn ; for which fo poor a price
is given by the dealers in that commodity, that the moft ex-
pert {pinner can hardly earn 2 d. a-day.

Mo country in North Britain is better fituated for trade
than this, and yet nowhere has it been more neglefted,
This is chiefly owing to a low {pirit for fmuggling, which
has been the bane of Orkney for half a century paft; and,
befides perjury, been the introduftion of almoll every fpe-
%ies of meannefs and of vice which ean degrade the human
Yaerafler. The writer of the prefent report, when a very
young man, infpired with the love of his country, and fired
with indignation at this unhallowed trade, in which, as in
& Yortex, truth, honour, integrity, and every virtue, was
fwallowed up, refolved, with the fpirit of an ancient Ro-
man, to attack the hideocus moniler ; and accordingly, de-
fpifing the mifapplied appellation of Informer, in o glo-
rious as well as hazardous an attempt, gave in to the col-
leétor of the cufloms, on the public {ftreet, an accufation
againfl a noted fmuggler, had his veflel feized, condemned,
and burnt; demanded and received the informaels fhotg, as
an inducement to others to follow the example, sl #ame
diately beflowed the fame in erefling a chari ig
the parifh, whereby they have been fince gre“t'
Althongh it muft be confefled, that, in this bufine/® Me wo
privately {upported by fome of the firft gentlemen in Ork-
ney ; whole reprefentatives, much to their honour, and for
the good of their country, have fince corummms the bufi-
nefs; and it is to be hoped, lefs from political motives, than

from mora) and patriotic principles,
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Advantages and Difadvantages.~—The advantages of this
parith are, fire, water, and fine women ; notwithflanding
which, moft of the heritors refide at a diftance, and leave
their tenants to the mercy of faftors, and under agents, who,
befides the fervices payable to their mafters, require many
others, under the denomination of Favours, which, like
Harry VIIL's Benevolences, they dare not refufe, Butit
is to be hoped, that Mr Honyman of Gramfay, whofe
mind is enlightened by fouthern ideas, will redrefs thofe
grievances, will abolith perfonal fervices, will grant long
leafes to his tenants, and encourage them to improve theim
farms ; whereby he will render his people happy, his fami-
ly refpeéted, and gain to himfelf immortal honour; whillt
his condudél, at the fame time, will be an example to uth&”"“ﬁ'
which they will be proud to imitate.
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