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NUMBER XXV.

PARISH OF MADDERTY,

(Coonty of PERrTH, SYNOD OF PERTH AND STIRLING,
PRESBYTERY OF AUCHTERARDER.)

By a Friend to Statiftical Inquiries.

Situation, e,

THIS parifh is fituated on the weftern boundaries of the

parithes of (ralk and Trinity-Gafk, and on the eaft-
ern of Crieff. It has Fowils on the north, and part of Tri-
nity-Gafk on the fouth.—~The climate is confiderably wet
and cold. The low and damp lands alengft the banks of
the water of Pow are beheved te be produétive of rheuma-
tifms, a difeafe of which the inhabitants of that difini& fre.

quently complain,

Pow.~~The only water or rivulet worth notice in the pa-
rifh is the Pow, which, for 2 long way, is confined in a canal

er cut that was dug to ftraighten its courfe near a century
ago.
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564 Statiftical Account

ago. This cut i« about 24 feet in width, and 6 in depth.
The defcent is fo very fmall, that the water appears gene-
rally to be ftagnant. -The lands adjacent are low and flat,
which, with other circumftances, expofe them to frequent
inundations. This would not be altogether unfavourable
to their agricultural improvements, could thefe floodings be
kept under controul. This, perhaps, could be eafily ac-
complithed by fmall embankments and fluices, or kinds of
locks, erefled in proper places, for the management of the
water. At prefent, the damage occafionally fuftained on
thefe ;lands is very confliderable. No encouragement is
held out to the farmer to inftitute any kind of improve-
ments upon them. Mouch good foil is carried away by in-
undations, or in a great meafure ruined by ftenes and gra-
vel thrown upon it.  Lime and dung, that may be applied
for their fertilization, are fometimes carried off, or much
injured by th- v ter; and the crop, efpecially in harir:it,
is always in danger of being wholly loft. A navigable ca-
nal through this part of the country, from Ferth to Crieff,
could be made at a i{mall expence, and would be of great
advantage to a large and populous dift1iéd.

Rent.~—The wvalued rent of the parifhis L. 34%92:1:8
Scots; and the real rent may be about L. 1500 Sterling.

Population.~According to Dr Weblter's account in
1755, the number of inhabitants of Madderty amounted to
796. At prefent, (1795), it is no more than 631, which

makes a decreale of 105.

Agriculture—~Hufbandry here has not been earried to
that ftate of perfeftion to which it has arnved in fome dif-
trifts of the county. A climate rather cold and wet, and a
foil of a confiderably fliff clay in moft places, have contri-

buted to retard, in this neighbourhood, the advancement
of
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of agricultural improvements. Something, however, has
been dene in the melioration of the foil, and in the {yltem
of croepping. Lime and marl have been tried with fuccefs;
and the fowing of grafles has been attended with great pro-
fit to the hufbandman. Farms, in general, are fmall, gi=
ving from L. 1§ to L. 50 Sterling a-year. The largelt in
the parifh pays L.go Sterling a year. Although almoft
wholly arable, yet very little of the parifh is inclof:d ; a cir-
cumftance which is attended with much inconveniency and
lofs. More grain i1s preduced than i neceflary for the ufe
of the inhabitants. The common Seetch plongh, with two
horfes withont a driver, is lately pot into pradlice. Plonchs
of Mr Small’s conftruétion have alio been introcuced. The
land, in fome places, contains great numbers of ft-fu/f
flones, which prove to be great obftruftions to its improve.
ment, The Rev. Mr Ramfay, the prefent incumbent, who
occupies a piece of land full of thefe ftones, conllrufted a
machine for the purpofe of raifing them. It operates on
the principles of the pully and cylinder, or wheel and axis,
and has a power as 1 to 24. 1t is extremely fimple, being
a triangle, to two fides of which the cylinder is fixed. It
can be eafily wrought and carried from place to place by
three men. A low four-wheeled machine, of a {trong con.
firuftion, is made fo go under the arms of the triangle, to
receive the flone when raifed up. This machine has been
alrcady of great ufe in clearing feveral ficlds of large ftones

in this place and ncighbourhood.

Atbey of Inch-effray~—This religions houle was foundad
in the year r2c0 by Gilbert Farl of Strathiearn, and his
Countefs Matilda. It was dedicated to the honour of Gad,
the Virgin Mary, and john the Apoflie and Eveagehi,
The fite of this famons Abbey is on a fmall rifing ground,
which feems, from its fituation and name, to have once

been
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been an ifland {urrounded by the water of the Pow. Iu
Latin it is denominated Iafwla Miffarum, which is faid to
be a literal tranflation of its common name, Inch-effray, for
Inch-peffray, the Ifland of Maffes, or the ifland where mafs
1s faid. It was endowed with many privileges and immu-
nities by David and Alexander Kings of Scotland. The
edifices of this Abbey, which were once extenfive, are now
in ruins, and have, on fcveral occafions, fupplied abund.
ance of itones for building houfes, and making roads in the
neighbourhood. The few remains of this ancient Abbey,
with 6 or 7 acres of land in the immediate vicinity, belong
to the Earl of Kinnoul, who, in confequence of this com-
paratively fmall pofieflion, is patron of about twelve pariflies
that formerly were attached to the Abbsy. Mauritius,
abbot of this place, was prefent with Robert the Bruce at
the battle of Bannockburn, and is reported to have had
brought along with him the arm of St Fillan. This relick
might, indeed, have given fome encouragement to the {u-
perftitious ; but one arm of a brave Scotliman, fighting in
earnefl for the liberty of his country, had more effect in ob-
taining that memorable victory, than could have been pro-
duced by the inate virtue of all the relicks of the dead that
counld have been collefted. * James Drummond, a younger
¢ fon of David Lord Drummond, and his Lady, a daughter
“ of Willian Lord Ruthven, was firft ftyled Lord Inchafry,
“ eing Commendator of that Abbacy, and afterwards
“ ¢reated Lord Madderty by King James VI. in the year
# y6cv. He married Jean, daughter to Sir James Chif-
“ holme of Cromlicks, and with her got the lands of Inner-
“ pefry, which were her mother’s portion, being heirefs of
¢« Sir John Drummond of Innerpefry. He had, by his faid
* Lady two fons, John L.ord Madderty, and 5ir James, the

# firlt Laird of Machony."—Nui/fbet's Heraldry, vol. 1.
Church,
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Church.—The prefent church is fituated about three-
fourths of a mile from the ruins of the Abbay. It was
built in the year 168g, and is not in the beft {tate of repair.
' Lord Kinnoul is patron. The flipend amounts to g chal-
ders of vi€tual, and L.z29 Sterling, including the expence of
.communion-elements. The glebe confifts of 9 acres of
land. Manfe and offices are in good repair. Some of the
Seceding meetinghoufes in the neighbourhood draw from
this parith a confiderable number of hearers.

School.—The parochial fchool is under excellent manage-
ment, and is defervedly in bigh repute. It is attended by
numerous boarders from different parts of Scotland, but
chiefly England. Mr David Malcolm, preacher of the
Gofpel, 1s at prefent mafter, and teaches Englhih, Latin,
Greek, writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, mathematics,
land-meafuring, &c.

Poor.—The paupers on the parith-roll are commonly
about 4 or 5. They are {fupported by the colleftions made
on Sabbatbhs at the church, which amount to about 23, 34d.
each Sabbath. There 15 alfo a fund of L. go Sterling, L. 29
of which were bequeathed by two heritors, lately decealed.
None of the poor are permitted to beg.

Tradefmen.—The whole parith may be called agrienltu-
ral; and the only places that may be denominated villages
are Bellycloine and Craigs; but as each of them confiits of
@ few houfes only, they hardly deferve the name of villa-
ges. KExcept a very fmall quantity of coarfe linen, for the
Perth market, there is no manufafture here. The quantity
of linen made muft be {mall indeed, when it 15 confidered
that there is only feven or ei ht weavers in the parifh, and
thefe are chiefly employed in cuftomary work, This place

15
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568 Statiftical Account

is alio fupplied with 4 blacklmiths, 4 wrights, 2 fhoemakers,
2 tailors, and 1 muller.

Price of Labour and Proviffons.—Thefe here are equally
high with any place in the neighbourhood. A day-labour-
er receives 1. 4d. and fometimes 1s. 6d. a-day during
fummer, and a fhilling in winter; a ploughman’s wages are
from L. 8 to L. 10 Sterling a- year.—The price of provifions
the fame as in the town of Perth, and frequently confide-
rably higher, as the beft prices are often charged for articles
of a very inferior quality. No ale nor whitky fold public.
Iy in the parith. Coal is the fuel moitly ufed by the inha-
bitants. It is moftly brought from Blairingone, in the pa-
rith of Foffaway, at the diftance of about 24 miles. They
are allo had from the fhipping at Perth, at the diftance of
12 miles, but the price is higher than at Blairingone. Far-
mers here, and in moft of the neighbourhood, fet a higher
value on a little money than on their own time and labour.
This muft always be the cafe where there is no manufac-
ture, and farming and hufbandry are not carried on with

proper va goug,

Roads.—The parochial roads, for there is no turnpike in
the pa..fh, are extremely bad, being hardly paflable in wet
weather., The communieation on both fides the Pow isy-
however, kept up, by means of three bridges of ftone thrown
acrofs that rivulet.

Proper Names.—~The names of places in this parifh are
partly Gaelic, and partly Englith. To the former belong
Tiliychiandie, Bellycloine, Dallarie, Ardbennie, Balgowan :
But Redhill, Woodend, Dubhead, &c. belong to the

latter.
atiquity.
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Antiyuity.—The only remains of antiquity in the purifh
wvorthy of notice, except the ruins of the Abbey already
mentioned; is a portion of the Roman road or caufeway
from the camp at Ardoch to Perth. It runs about a quar-
ter of a mile through the fouthern extremity of the parith,
and is very.entire. It is probable that it will not long con-
tinue in that fate, if it can by any means be converted into
a highway, or efford materiale for making or repairing

GOE.
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