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NUMBER X

PARISH OF MACHLIN,

(couNTY OF AYR.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLLIAM AULD.

Nawe, Situation, ¢,

IN ald deeds, the name of Machlein, or Machlene is ufed,

but of late it is more commonly {pelled Machlin. It is
derived, as fome imagine, from the Gaelic, and fignifies in
that language, a field of flax. It is {ituated in the prefbytery,
fynod, and county of Ayr. It is about 71 miles in length,
and from 2 to 4 miles in breadch. It was a priory or cell,
belonging to the Abbacy of Melrofe: and when that Abbacy
was erected into a temporal lordihip, the lands and barony
of Kylefmure, and Barmure, and the patronage of the church
of Machlin, were given to the Lord of Loudoun. ¥From the
rown or parifh, the eldeft {on of that noble family takes his ¢i-..

tle to this day.

Surface and Ssil. The parifh is in general flat, except-
ing Machlin-hill, which rifes a little to the north-eaft of the
town, and runs in a ridge, from eaft to wefl, about a mile in
the parifh, terminating at Schioch-hiil, in Tarbolton. From
the hill there is a very extenfive profpect, not only over a

great
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great part of Ayrfhire, but as far as Cairnfmure, and othet
hills in Galloway, and Benlomond, Jura, Arran, Kintyre,
&cc. The town of Machlin is fituated on the fourh fide of
this rifing ground, which gradually declines towards the river
Avyr, on the fouth and fouth-welt. About 8o years ago, the
town had a charter, which is now loft, and with ity the right
of chufing magiftrates. This is much to be regrected, as that
privilege, if properly exercifed, might contribute much to the
public good, by checking riots and diforders, which areat pre-
fent too frequent, and promoting the good order, peace, and
happim’:f& of the community.

The foil in the parith, is, for the moft part, of a clayifh na-
ture, except fome fields, about Machlin, which are of a light
{fandy, or mixt kind. Hence, the fame weather does not
fuit both ; and, when there is a good crop on the one, there
isa light or bad crop on the other.-—The whole of this parifh
is arable, except two fmall moflis, and fome declivities on the
banks of the Ayr, fit {for planting. A large tract of land,
called Machlin-muir, has, of latc years, been turned into ara-
ble land, and properly inclofed and furrounded with belts of
planting, by the late Sir Thomas Miller. In general, all the
lands or farms in the parith, within thefe 40 or §o years, have
been inclofed and fubdivided.

Mineralsy, &c,.~=-There i3 a good red {tone quarry, near
Machlin town ; and another white fione quarry called Deacon-
bank, about 9 milcs to the north-weft, This lalt is much <f-
teemed for its fine grain and colour. At Bridgend, about 2%
miles from Machlin, there is 2 coal-work, with 2 fire en-
gine. At Killoch, there is a lime-ftone quarry and iron ftone,
both belonging to Mifs Scot. Lime-ftone alfo at Auchmillan,
belonging to Sir William Miller. In, and on the confines of

Machlin parifh, are various curious caves cut out of the folid
rock,
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rock, by the late Lord Auchenleck, and the late Prefident
Miller.

Statiffical Table of the Parifb of Machlin, An. 1791.

Population, An. 1755, according to Dr. Weblter 1169
Number of inhabitants, in 1791 - - x18co
Increafe - = - = - 53 I
Inhabitants in the town - - - 1000
in the country - - - 8oco

Males - - - - 870
Females - - - ~ 03O
Parents - - - - 100
Children - - - - - 329
Servants and lodgers - - - - 270
Births . g 87
Marriages at an'average of ¢ years, ending P
Deaths 1799 42
Number of acres - - - 5400
Valued rent (in Scots money) - - L.5310
Real rent in 14¢0 . . L. 1260
Real rent, An. 1790 } in fterling money { L. 3510
Clergyman - - - - 1
‘Writers or attornics - - ~ 2
Surgeon - - - % - 1
Student at the univerfity - - - X
rMcrchanta - - - - 1
Weavers - - - - 20
Mafons - - - - 20
Wrights or carpenters - - - 12
Tanners - - - - 2
shoemakers - - - - 12
Taylors - - - - 1o
Butchers - - - - 2
Hofiers
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Hofers - - - - 4
Sadler = - - - .
Smiths - - - 6
Meflengers, or king’s bailiffs - - - 2
Sheriff ofhcers - - - - 3
Farmers - - - - -3
Horfes employed by them - - - 240
Black cattle " - - 1085

Poor.—The poors ftock in this parifh, is between L. 8o and
L. 100. The number of poor families, or weekly penfioners, is
about 30. The income from colle€tions, mort-cloths, and
fome feats in the church, L. 50. The annual expenditure
L. 6o yearly, and fome years more ; but the difference is made
up by an aflefiment, unanimoufly agreed to by the heritors, ata
meeting in 1571; who, inorder to prevent begging in the pa-
rith, aflfefled themfelves in a fum, amounting to L. 22 :10: 16
per annum, one half of which, however, is payable by the te-
nants. This increafed the poors ftock atthe time; but as the fund
is gradually decreafing, in confequence of the number and ne-
ceflities of the poor, unlefs a new aflfeflment is made, it will
not be poflible for the ordinary income to fupply the de-
mands which are made upon it. It muft be obvious to every bo-
dy, that according to the prefent mode, the burdenlof mainrain-
ing the poor, is moft unequally divided. It falls almeft en-
tirely on tenants, tradefmen, fervants, and charitable perfons
attending the church; while other people, however rich,
particularly non-refiding heritors, whatever their income may
be, contribute little or nothing to the charitable funds of the
parifh. Hence there is, in general, ample ground for the com-
mon obfervation,  that it is the poor in Scotland who maintain
* the poor.” It muit be confefledat the fame time, that, itis ve-

ry difficult forming a plan that would provide for the poor, with-

i our
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out encouraging in them either inattention, indolence, or
walte.

It may be added, that for therelief of diftrefled brethren, theye
was a {ocicty eftablithed in this place about ten years ago, cal-
led Mackhlin Friendly Society. The prefent allowance is two
imllings weekly to fuch as are unable to work, and 3sto fuch
as are confined to bed. One guinea is paid at eatry. The
prefent flock is L. 300.

Charadler, . In fuch a number there muft be fome
cxceptions : but, in general, they are a {ober indufirious peo-
ple, charitably difpofed : Careful and even punétual in attend-
ing the church on Sundays, and on facramental occafions;

and their pradlice in the main is agreeable to their profetflion.
—The inhabitants are of a middle fize, from 5 feet, 4 inches,
to 6 feet, 2 inches, and make a decent appearance, particular-
ly at public meetings. It is a great difadvantage to them that
no manufacture is carried on: But they are willing to encou-
rage any plan that may tend to promote the improvement of a-
griculture, commerce, and manufadture ; in all which they are
making fome progrefs.

The manner of living and drefs,
is much altered from what it was about 5o years ago. At
that period, and for fome time after, there were only two or
three families in this parifh, who made ufe of tea daily, now
it is done by, at leaft, one half of the parifh, and almoft the
whole ufe it occafionally. At that period, good two-penny,
ftrong-ale,and home-{pirits were in vogue: but now even people
in the middling and lower ftations of life, deal much inforeign
{pirits, rum-punch, and wine. In former times, the gentlemen
of the county entered into a relolution to encourage the con-
{fumption of their own grain, and, for that purpofe, to drink
no foreign {pirits : But, in confequence of the prevalence of
fmuggling, and the heavy taxes laid on home-made Ii-

Vou. 1L P gUOTs,
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114 Statiftical Account

quors, this patriotic refolution was cither forgotten or abandon-
ed.—As te drefs, about 5o years ago, there were few females.
who wore fcarlet or filks. But now, nothing is more com-
mon, than filk caps and {ilk cloaks; and women, in a mid-
dling ftation, are as fine as ladies of quality were formerly.
The like change may be obfervedin the drefs of the male fex,

though, perhaps, not iu the fame degree.

There is a public eftablifhed

Scheol and Language.
fchool in this parith, witha falary of L. 10 yearly; and there
are two private fchools in the town, befides fome in the country.
The Scots diale&t is the language fpoken, but is gradually im~
proving, and approaching nearer to the Englifh.

Clonate, {&c.—The air is milder and more temperate here,
than towards the eaftern coaft of Scotland. 1t is rather wet,
but not unhealthy.

There are no difeafes peculiar to this parith.  Inoculation
for the fmall pox is praétifed with fuccefs. As a means of bet-
ter health, it were to be wifhed, that the clothing, and houfes
of the lower fort, were more warm and comfortable. The
contributing thereto would refle@ great honour, and afford
much real {atisfattion to the more opulent. ‘The inhabi.
tants of this parith, are in géneral, addited to exercife and
temperance, two great fources of long life and good health.
But death, againft whom there is no defence, is ever fnatch-
ing away fome of all ranks and ages, the rich and the poor,
the young and the healthy, as well as the old and the difeafed.
'The people, Lowever, in gemeral, are long-lived. Among
other inflances of longevity, the minifters might be adduced.
The late incumbent, Mr Maitland, held the charge of Machlin
for 44 years; and the prefent incumbent was ordained about

6O vears ago, to wit, in April 1742.
) Church,
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Churck, Manfe, .

and has fince been feveral times repaired. The church, itis

The manfe was built in 17303

believed, was built before the Reformation. The ftipend con-
fifts partly of victual, and partly of money; and, including
the glebe, which mealures from 5 to 6 acres, may amount
annually to about L. 100, The right of patronage is in the fa-
mily of Loudoun.

At the town-head of Machlin, on the green, there is a tomb-
ftone, with engravings 3 from which it appears, that in 1685,
under the unhappy reign of James VIL. of Scotland, five men
were put to death there. Under their names, there are the
following verfes in the language of thofe times:

# Bloody Dumbarton, Dougrlals, and Dundee,

¢ Moved by the devil, and the Laird of Lee,

“ Dragg’d thefe five men to death with gun and fword,
¢ Not {uffering them to pray, nor rcad God’s word ;
¢ Owning the work of God was all their crime ;

¢ The cighty-five was a {aint-killing time.”

The hole where the gibbet was fixed is ftill vifible.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations, =—eThere are two great turnpike
goads which crofs one another at Machlin; one from Ayr
to Edinburgh, the other from Kilmarnock to Dumfries.
The river Ayr runs through this parifh from eaft to
welt about 2 mile fouth of Machlin. In its courfe, there are
feveral great works carried on at preflent; to wit, an iron
work at Muirkirk, and a cotton-mill at Cattrine. Over
this river, there are feveral ufeful bridges near Machlin, par-
ticularly the new-bridge at Barfkimming; built by the late
Oir Thomas Miller. It excels all the bridges of the county in
beauty and elegance, and is one the greateft curiofities to be

P2 {een
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feen in it, The river Ayr in its courfe, efpecially through
Machlin parith, pafles between fleep rocks, from 30 to 40
fcct*high. How this paffage was formed, whether by art, or
by the water gradually making a channel for itfelf, is a point
which cannot now be afcertained. The only loch in
the parifh, called Loch-Brown, is about three miles north-weft
from Machlin. Wild-ducks, geefe, and fometimes fwans re-
fort to it. [t covers about 6o acres of ground ; and would
have been drained may years ago, had it not been for the fake
of two corn mills which 1t fupplies with water. There is
no tradition of any battle in the parith, except one at Mach-
lin muir, between the kings party and the Covenanters, about
the year 1647, when the former waa defeated ; and their mi-
litary cheft was found, it is faid, many years afrer, hidden i
the ground. —— The antient parochial records of the parith are
now loft. Sometime before the Reformation, the Popith cler-
gy perceived their intereft declining, and their down-fall ap-
proaching in the kingdom, to prepare for the woril, they fold
their lands for ready money, in {fmall parcels, and then depart-
ed, corrying with them all their money and effedts, aud all the
books and regifters belonging to this, and, it is believed, to
other parithes in the neighbourhood.
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