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NUMEBER XXL

PARISH OF KIRKINTILLOCH.

(CcoUNTY OF DUMBARTON.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLriam Dunw.

Extent, Situation, Surface, e,
THE diftrict, which now conftitutes the parifh of Kirkin-

tilloch, made, in the time of the Romans, a part of
the northern boundary of the province of Valentia. When,
at an after period, the country was divided into parifhes, it
acquired the name of Wefter Leinzie. Under that denomi
nation, it was given, by Robert I. of Scotland, to Sir Robert
de Fleming, in confideration of the eminent fervices, he had
performed, in the courfe of the long and bloedy conteft, which
. that monarch carried on with the Englifh, for the poffef-
fion of the Scottifh throne.
¢ The great Roman wall, commanly called Graham’s dyke *,
Mm=2 paffing

* Roman Wall,—The remzins of the Roman wall, and of three
large forts, and as many watch-towers built upon it, may fhll be

diltin&ly traced in this parith. ‘The wall proceeds through Kirk-
intilloch for the fpace of 5 miles, between ealt and weft. The
firft
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paffing through the whole length of the parifly, its former
name was probably derived from that circumftance, fince
Leinzie, may, by no very fanciful etymology, be confidered
as a provincial corruption of the Latin term, Linea. Its pre-
fent appellation, Kirkintilloch, or rather Caerpentilloch, is
faid to fignify, in the language of the antient inhabitants of
North Britain, *¢ the end of a long tongue or promontary of
¢ rifing ground,” which is exaétly deferiptive of the fituation
of the town, ftanding on the extremity of a ridge, advancing

from

firft of thele pofts upon the ealt fide, flands upon the top of the
Barr-hill ; a fituation fo elevated, as to command a view of almoit
the whole length of the wall, both calt and weft. The fortisa
fquare area of 50 yards. Some vaults belonging to it, have late-
I}r been difcovered. Thefe are ftill entire ; and are covered above
with flat bricks, and floored with a mixture of lime and black
and white gravel, refembling fand from the {fea thore, very
unlike any that is now to be found in this neighbourhood. 'The
next of thefe forts, proceeding weltward, is fituated three miles
diftant, at the village of Auchindowie: this appears an oblong
reftangular figure, extending 150 yards one way, and 7o another,
It is now almoft defaced ; one part of the area being now a corn-
field, while another is occupied by the houfes of the village; and
the reft has been cut away in opening the canal hetween the Forth
and the Clyde.
the fort of Peel; fifuate on a picce of rifing ground, -at the wefl-
ern end of the town of Kirkintilloch ; oblong and re€tangular,

Two miles onward, in the fame dire@ion, is

go yards in length, S0 in breadth ; fingular, in being fituated on
the north fide of the wall, whercas the others ftand upon the
fouth fide. Stones, bearing infcriptions, have been dug up 1-
mong the ruing of all thefe forts : But the only words of thefe in-
fcriptions, that could be read, were, Lizgro secuspa AvcusTa

FECIT,
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from the fouth, into a plain on the banks of the Kelvin.} Fromy
the town, the name came at length to be extended to the
whole diftrict.

The parith is fituated in the fhire of Dumbarton, or Len-
nox, in the prefbytery of Glafgow, and {ynod of Glafgow
and Ayr. It is of a triangular figure, no where exceeding 5%
milesinlength. Its breadrhvaries confiderably.—Theface of the
ground, althoughdiverfified throughoutbyafucceflion of waving
fwells, is no where broken into abrupt precipices; and, ex-
cepting in one place of inconfiderable extent, no where de-
formed by rugged rocks. "There are no lakes in the diftriét.,
‘The Kelvin is the principal river, which, of itfelf, isa confia
derable body of water, and, which is joined in its courfe along

this parith, by many fmaller fireams; in particular, b}r the
Skinna, and the Luggie. The latter pafles through the town
of Kirkintilloch.

Seil, Folfils, and Animals.—The hufbandman finds a confide-
rable diverfity of foils, through the lands in this diftrict. The
ground along the fouthern part of the Kelvin, is of a deep,
marfhy nature, and is often overflowed by the river. The
foil of a fmall tra&t, towards the north-eaft angle, is of a
light reddith earth, upon a whinftone and gravelly bottom.
Around the town of Kirkintilloch, the foil is a light black
loam, 16 or 18 inches deep, on a reddifh tilly bottum. A
{tfong natural clay prevails through the fouthern, and the
eaftern parts of the parifh. Traéls of mofs, affording a black
peat earth, are interfperfed here and there, throughout the
whole diftrict.—=—Xime, coal, and freeftone, are found
in great abundance.—The ftreams by which the parifh is wa-
tered, afford {almon, trout, perch, and pike.—We have the
common domeftic animals,~horfes, cows, {wine, and a few
fheep.——Qur draught-horfes are ftrong, gentle, and hand-

fome
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fome. QOur milch-cows often yield 8 Englith gallons of milk
in a day.

Cultivation and Produce of the Lands,—=The lands in this
parifh are almoft entirely arable ;—~and we have happily abun-
dance of the beft manures. Our farmers, accordingly, are chief-
ly'employed in agriculture. QOats, barley, hay from fown graffes,
flax, pecafe, beans, and a fmall proportion ofs wheat, are our
chief articles of crop. Turnips begin to be cultivated among
us. Dung, lime, a compoft of earth with other materials,
and an addition of fimple earth, of a different nature from the
foil of the field upon which it is laid, are the manures princi-
pally made ufe of.

A chalder of lime, confifting of 16 bolls, each of which
contains 3 firlots, wheat meafure, is, at prefent bought,
at any of the lime-works, in the neighbouring parifh of Camp-
fie, for 6s 8d.

The average produce of oats and barley, through thefe lands,
tnay, in moderately favourable feafons, be about 5 or 6 bolls
an acre: And, in years of moderate plenty, their average price
in the market, is from 13s to 145, a boll. The farms are in
general fmall; confifting commonly of about joacres each.
"The farmer is often proprietor, in feu, of his own farm. The
lands may be eftimated as either altually yielding, or, at
leaft, capable of yielding from 15s to 205 an acre, of yearly
Tent.

Town, and the Employments followed in it.——The rown of
Kirkintilloch is a very antient burgh of barony. It was ereted
about 1170, by William, King of Scots, in favour of William
Cumin, Baron of Leinzie, and Lord of Cumbernauld; and ftill
holds of the barony of Cumbernauld, for the paymentof 12
merks Scots, of yearly feu-duty. The privileges with which

it

2 The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



of Kirkintilloch. 299

i has been endowed, are very ample. Its burgefles elect
their own magiitrates, independently of the lord of the baro-
ny. The magiftrates are two baillies; and are annually cho-
fen. They are impowered by the charters of the burgh, te
hold courts, levy fines, imprifon offenders, or even banifh
them from their liberties ; and in fhort, to exercile every right.
with which the baron himf(elf was vefted, before the ereftion
of the burgh. Thefe rights, the community have continued,
ever fince that period, te enjoy, undifturbed. 'They were, in
no degree, affedted by the aét, by which the Britifh parlia-
ment, in 1748, abolifhed the heritable jurifdi&ions in Scot-
land. A large trat of land was allo annexed to this burgh at

its ereflion ; and is now feued out, from time wo time, in
Linens and cot-
The wea-

moderate parcels, as purchafers offer.
tons, of different forts, are manufadtured here,
vers are the moft numerous clals of mechanics in it. Many of
the other mechanical employments, which fupply the neceffa~
ries, and the ordinary convenicncies of life; are likewife prac-
tifed.—Mr Stirling, younger of Glorat, a gentleman of difs
tinguithed public {pirit, lately ercéted a {mall cotton-mill.
Hand-machines, for fpinning cotton, were, at the fame time,
introduced. The undertaking is in a very thriving condition.
And, as the parifh affords feveral other happy Htuations, it is
probable, that thele may foon be occupied by more works of

the fume kind.

Highwaysy, and the Canal.~~One of the great roads between
Clafgow and Edinburgh, pafles through the town of Kirkin-
tilloch 3 which is 7 miles diftant from the former, and 49 from
the latter.—None of our rivers are navigable; but the great ca-
nal hetween the Forth and the Clyde, paffesthrough the whole
length of this parith. After having been frequently propofed,

Lnce the Union, this canal was at length.begun in 1768, and
finithed
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finifhed in 17¢90. The trade upon it is already great, and 1s
rapidly increafing. One of its firft effeéts has been, to equa-
lize, in a great meafure, the price of grain, throughout all the
corn-countries in Scotland; to the temporary lofs of the
landholders, in the {fouthern, and to the gain of thofe in the
northern diftriéts.

State of the Landed Property.
14th century, the whole parith, excepting the burgh Jands of
Kirkintilloch, and the {mall barony of Wefter-Gartfhore,
(which has, for many generations, been poileffed by that an-
tient and refpeftable family, the Gartfhores of Gartfhore,)
were the entire property of the noble family of Fleming.

In the beginning of the

But, in the long feries of years, which has elapfed fince that
period, that great eftate has been gradually difmembered, part-
{;r in forming eftablifbments for the younger branches or con-
nexions of the family; and partly by fupplying the enlarged
expences, required by thofe new modes of life, which have
been introduced in the progrefs of {ociety. The laft remain-
der of it was fold off, in 1757 : And nothing now continues
4n the pofleflion of the former proprietors, but the feu-duties,
and fome other cafualities of feudal {uperiority.

The FPoor.—'The poor of this parith are not numerous. The
weekly colleftions at the church-doors, have hitherto been
found more than {ufficient for their fupport. Thefe happy
circumitances are to be alcribed chiefly, to the minute {ubdivi-
fions of the landed property in the parifh, and to the general
manners, and perfonal habits, which ufually attend agricultu-
ral indultry. But, itis to be feared, thatif a greater propor-
tion of the inhabitants, fhall be induced to apply them{elves to
manufatures, one difadvantage which muft neceffarily arife

from this increafe of induftry, is fuch a change in the manners
of
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of the lower claffes, as may reduce them much oftener to 2
{tate of helplefs poverty.

State of Population.—The whole inhabitants of this parifh,
have been found, upon a very accurate furvey, to amount,
at prefent, to the number of 263¢.

Of thefe 1530 refide in the town.

Among whom are 185 weavers

11 {tocking-makers

15 {miths

2@ houfe carpenters, and cabinet-makers

1o malfons

10 fhoemakers :

4 {addlers ’
& coopers

A good many taylors; and a few haiwrdreflers.

In r751, the Rev. Dr. Erfkine, at that time minifter of
Kirkintilloch, now of Edinburgh, found the number of the
families in the town, to be 1935,

The families in the country 226.

The perfons in the town, from cight years of age, upwards,
875- ,

'Thoefe in the country, from 8 years of age, upwards, were
796.

, I'headdition of the Seceders and Quakers, at that time in the
parifh, to thefe numbers, make up 140 examinable perfons in
the parifh. The return of fouls ro Dr Webfter, was 1696.
Hence, it appears, that the increafe of numbers, within thefe
laft 40 years, amounts to 943.

Charafer and Mannerr.~The inhabitants of this parifh are,

in general, a virtuous and induftrious people. That pride of
Vou. 1I. N n

mind
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mind, and impatience of contradiétion, which the poileflion
of lunded property frequently infpirves, perhaps may occafion
too many law-fuits. The prefent minifter was told, before
he came amongft them, that they were often difpofed to treat
their clergymen with negle€t and unkindnefs 3 but he has ex-
perienced nothing in his miniftry, that could juftify fuch an
accufation. The exiftence of Seceders, and of feceding mee-
ting houfes, has perhaps no bad effedt upon the manners aud
fentiments of the people, cither here, or any where elfe
throughout the kingdom. They are in fome degree {pies and
checks upon the members of the eftablifhed church; and the
difcourfes of their clergy are often adapted, with fingular feli-

city, to the capacity and the prejudices of the lcaft enlightea-

ed clafles in the community. The fmall number of the
poor, dcpendent upon alins, and the liberal provifen made
for them, by voluntaiy contributions, are facks implying, in
fo populous a parith, no common praife: they befpeak indul-
try, fobriety, frugality, and charity, to be the leading features
As to their exter-

in the moral charalter of thefe people.
nal appeararce, they are of a middle {tature 3 and, beiup tree
from hereditary difeafes, while they enjoy the advantages .
an open fituation, and a pure, althongh rather moift air, they
are, in general, vigorous and healthy. Home, indecd, pap-
ticularly the females, are not a litde fubject to hylterics; a
difeafe, the prevalence of which in this place, has, with fome
{hew of probability, been attributed, partly to the dampnefs
of our carthen floors, and partly, to the effedls of {pinning,
for which, the women in this neighbourhoed are defervedly

famous ¥,

LProballc

* The women, when engaged in {pinning, eipecialiy In winter,
fit by-the fire-fide, and keeping, as their cuftom 13, always ithe

fame ftaiion, the one fide fide is expofed to the chilfuz cold of
the
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Pribadle Improvements. It is eafy to [ce, that the parifh
of Kirkintilloch, fituated as it is, in the vicinity of a great,
an opulent, an induftrious, and a commercial city, and in
a tract of country, where a pallion for manufallures is fo
prevalenty interfedted by, a canal which joins the two great-
eft navigable rivers in the kingdom, and which promifes to
{pread cultivation, opulence, and induftry, every where a-
long its banks; divided, too, by the grear road between the
two principal cities in Scotland 3 poffefling {fuch varieries of
excellent foil, and fo plentifully fupplied with fucl, manure,
and materials for building : —~With fuch advantages, it is
eafy to lee, that the population, wealth, and induflry of
this parith, can hardly fail to increcafe confiderably, even be-
fore the clofe of the prefent century. The value of the lands
may yet be greatly railed, by the introdultionof morcimprove-
ed modes of agriculture: and fearcely any place can enjoy
circumitances mote favourable to manufacturing induftry.
It is, indeed, probable, that cither manufaflures or agricul-
ture, might Jong fince, have attained a ftate of {till greater
improvement, if they had not mutually checked one another’s
progrefs. The facility, with which a piece of ground has been
hitherto obtained, in feu from the burgh, has generally tempt-
ed the trader and the manufadturer, to retire too early to en-

N n 2 joy

rhe feafon, and the other is relaxed by the warm inﬂusm‘:c of the
fire.  Befides, in turning her lint-wheel, the perfon whoe fpins,
commonly employs but one foot, and ules chiefly the hand of the
fame {ide, in making the threads Thus the labour is very unequal-
ly divided, by which the health of the body muft naturally be ai-
feCted. Laitly, the waile of faliva in wetting the thread, muib
deprive the flomach of a fubltance effential to its operations, whence,
all the fatal confeguences of crudities, and indi~ellion, may he ex-
peéted.
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joy the confequence, which landed property confers, and to
the pleafures which imagination fondly, but too often fallaci~
oufly, afcribes to a life fpent inroral employments: Whilft a-
gain, the profits of fpinming, and the manufa&luring fpirit of
the country, have commonly induced the farmer to pay only
a partial attention to the cares of hufbandry.

Corrvuption of MMovals likely to attend the increafe of Indufiry.
~—One unhappy circumftance, that may attend the increafe
of induftry, and the introduétion of new manufaétures among
us, is too important to be overlooked: Children becoming
fooner able to {ublift by the profits of their own labour, will,
of confequence, fooner difregard the authority of their parents,
acquire earlier habits of expence ; and, being expofed to the
infetion of vice and diflipation, before the powers of their
ininds are in any degree matured, or their charalters formed,
—=will be much more worthlefs in manhood, and more help-
lefs in old age. It would be a happy circumftance, therefore,
if politicians could contrive fome means, to preferve the virtue
and morals of the people, while they are endeavouring to in-
ereafe their numbers, to enliven their indultry, and to aug-

ment their wealth *.

* The advantages refulting from our late improvements is at-
rended with one circumitance, of which, we have reafon to com-
plain, which is this, that the ufe of lime upon our lands, the filth,
.which is conveyed into cur rivers, from the coal-works in the neigh-
bourhood, and the machinery which have been erefted, have alrea-
dy rendere@l a falmon fifhery, which was confiderable, very infig-
nificant ; and, indeed, there is too much realon 10 apprehend, thar
the fifh in our rivers will be almoft totally exterminated by the joint
ffvéls of thefe diflerent fources of deftru&tion.

NUMBER
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