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NUMBETR IIL

PARISH OF KIRKMAHOEL.

(coUNTY OF DUMFRIES.)}

By the Rew. Mr. Lawsow.

Name, Situation, €%'c.
HIS parifh is fituated in the fhire, prefbyrery, and fynod
of Dumfrics. Any origin that can be afhgned for the
name is merely conjeGtural ¥, Its forim s not eahly deferib-
ed, its lungth and breadih being fo various. It is furrounded
by the parifhes of Clefeburn, Kirkmichael, Tinwald, Dum-
‘The northern and eaftern

fries, Holywood, and Dunfcore.
parts are hilly, but there are no mountains of any note. Where
this parith joins Tinwald, there are mnany litde rifing mounds
interfperfed with moraffy grounds at the bottom, which, when
out of tillage, are foon covcred with furze and broom; but,
when plowed (as they are of a light kindly foil} they produce
pretty good crops of oats.  Some of them were never plowed
till within thefc few years palt.  The more hilly parts of the
parith produce heath and coarfe grafs, fit only for fheep.
‘I'here are two confiderable fheep farms in thefz hills, one of

whicly

* It is fuppofid from fome faint called AMafor, or fome fuch
name, to whdm the church was dedicated.
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of Kirkmaboe. 7t

wehich maintains about fixty, and the other from twenty to thir-
ty feore. The wool is faid to be uncommonly good, and ufu-
The

other high grounds, alfo, feed a confiderable number of theep;

ally fells at the beft price of any in the neighbourhood.

but being in many hands, the number cannot be fo well af.
gertained. They probably, however, amount to, at leaft, twen-
ty fvore more.

Propraft Ef Iinprevement,—=-When the prt‘f{:nt imcumbent
was ordained, An. 1750, improvements were not commenced.
There was not a cart in the parifh but two ; and thefe were
merely for the purpofe of fupplying the families to whom they
belonged, with water for domeftic ufes. About that time the
eftate of Carnfalloch was purchafed by the late Mr Johniton.
He was the firft, In this part of the country, who made any
confiderable exertion in draining, inclofing, and planting;
which {oon altered the afpeét, and increafed the value of his
eftate. DBy his mecans, in a great meafure, the ufe of carts
was introduced ; the number of which, increafed fo rapidly,
that, in a fhort time, even the poorcft tenants were provided

with one, and many with two or more. The ncipghbouring

gentlemen {oon followed Mr Johnfton's example. Great im-
provements were made both in the low lands, and on the ri-
fing grounds; and thus the parith, inftead of being almoft in
a ftate of nature, or, at leafl, comparatively uuproductive,
became remarkable for its caltivation. Planting alfo, became
an object of attention, and there are feveral hundred acres
covered with different forts of trees, which greatly adds to the
beauty of the country.

Huyfbandry.~~Some years ago, it was a rare thing to fee
fewer than four horfes in a plough. Three ina yoke, was a
matter of wonder. DBut, for a great while paft, two horfes,

generally
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generally {peaking, do the fame work with equal facility.
'Chis, however, is greatly owing to the breed being improved.

Daljawinton.—The eftate of Dalfwinton is by far the largefl
in the parith. It was there where the Cumings in former
times had one of their chief feats. It was alarge Gothic build-
ing, reared on one of the highell eminences in the neighbour-
hood. 1In 1750, and for {ome time after, large portions of
the old walls were flanding 3 and, from thefe ruins it appear-
vl to have been a large fubric, and of confiderable f{trength.
"Thefe ftones were afterwards ufed for building 2 manfion-
houfe and cifices, immediately below the eminence. 'fhe
mount where the callle ftood, and the grounds adjacent were
planted with fir and other trees to a confidersble extent. A
Yarge orchard allo was made, which, for many years, yielded 2
rent of §o guineas per anzum. Within thele few years this
eltate was purchafed by Patrick Miller, Efq. who has already
with tafle and much judgement, and with wonduiful ragidity,
improved great part of the eftate, and has made Daliwinton
one of the fineft feats in the fouth of Scetland., He isin a like-
ly way of preventing theriver Nith from making fuch depredations
upon the rich holm lands, as it had formerly done; and is ef-
fcting many other alterations and improyements of cqual im-
portance. He has now bailty on the mount where the old caf-
tle ftood (and as near to the old foundation as wus confiflent
with the fafety of the building) one of the beft and moit com-
modious dwelling houfes, for us dimenfions, of any in this
part of the kingdom. From its top, there is one of the
moft extenfive and pleafing profpects any where to be met

with.

Fop:idation.—The inhabitants of the parifh amount to about
r200. In 1755, according to Pr Webiler, the number was
1008.
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top8. DBaptifms for fome years paft, have been upwards of
49. Mairidges about fix, feven, or eight, and feldom more.
Deaths, much in the fame proportion, as in the neighbouring
parifhes, according to the number of inhabitants. For up-
wards of 4o years back, there has been no epidemical dileafe,
but the fmall-pox ; excepting a fever, which, about 3o years
ago, raged for fome time; aud got, from the wvillage where
it firft appeared, the name of the Duncow fever. But only a

few were cut off by it.

Fillagesr.—Befides a new and regularly built village on the
eftate of Dalfwinton, for the accommodation of 15 families,
and upwards, there are four others; the fmalleft of which
contains about 1oo inhabitants, and the largeft {Duncow) be-
tween f30 and 200.

Roads and Bridges.—There are, perhaps, few public roads
kept in better répair, than thofe in this neighbourhood. By
the furplus of the parith funds, alfo, fome excellent crofs-roads,
little, #f at all inferior to thé principal ones, have been late-
ly made. Befides three bridges upon the principal high-road,
two of them over pretty rapid rivulets, there are four others in
the parifh, well ckecuted, and of the greareft banefit to the in-
habitarits,

Manfe, Stipend, and Glebe.~The manfe is one of the old.
cft in this part of the country. It was built about 1723, but
has had partial repairs at different times fince. The church,
which is an old one, has bécn for fome time In a good condi-
tion. The ftipend amountt to L.83:6:8, communion ele.
ments included. PBut as a part of it is paid in viftual, it has
produced for fome years rather more. The glebe is fmali : what

Voi, IL E i3
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is properly glebeindeed, not exceeding four acres; but the grafs
and arable land united, may be from feven to eight acres.

Heritors.~There are four heritors who have confiderable
eftates int the parifh. Of the reft, to the number of four
teen, the greater part of them have only fmall properties 3
and are commonly diftinguithed by the name of portioners.
They have of late got their lands, which formerly lay in run-
rigg, divided and fet apart, which has occafioned very great

imprnwements.

Rent. —The valuation of the parifh is 7234% merks Scots.
The real rent cannot ecafily be afcertained. It probably a-
mounts to about L.3oocc. fterling. As lands are rifling,
and as there i1s a very great track of fine holm, and other
ground of an excellent quality, and ftill capable of much im-
provement, itis not ealy to conjelture to what fum the rental
may foon rife. Some land now lets ar from L. 1 : 108 to L. 2
peracre. Every fort of grain produced in the neighbourhood,
alfo potatoes, furnips, &c. are raifed to very great perfec-

tion,

Poor.~The poor, who, for 40 or 50 years back, have been
about 20 in number, have always been maintained by the
public colle€tions in the church, together with fome dues on
particular occalionsy and the intereft of {fome mertified mo-
ney. In this way, by diftributions four times annually, and
{ome f:pnll dunatiﬂns occalionally given amongft them, therc
have never beén any complaints. Some of the poor, too, are
pretty induflrious, and endeavour, in a great meafure, to main-~
tain themf{elves; by which means, more can be given to others,
‘who r-:i.l'ﬂ old or infirm, and unablc to do any thing.

Scheols.
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Schools.—There 1s one legal fehool and fclioolmafter in the
parith.  His falary, together with fome mortified money,
amounts to L. 8 :7: 8; and by the common {chool wages for
teaching, his income may rife to more than double that fum.
There are other {chools in fome of the villapes ; one in particu-
lar, on the eftate of Dalfwinton, to the fupport of which Mr.
Miller generoufly contributes. There are few or none in the
parith, any way advanced in life, who are not capable of
reading Luoglith, and in general, who have not learned a lit-
tle writing and arithmetic,

Ale-Loufes.—Within thefe few years the number of ale-hou-
fcs has greatly diminifhed. By the additional taxes upon malt,
and the more rigid exaclions of excife-men, people do not
find it worth their while to fell ale : There were at any rate,
but few in the parith. Of late, {felling whifky and other {pi.
rits, has chiefly prevailed. This muft, at times, produce the
common effecls attending the ufc of {pirituous liquors. ‘The
people, however, are in general fober and induftrious,

¥ a NUMBER
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