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NUMBER XXV.

PARISH OF CRAILING,
(cOUNTY OF ROXBURGH.)
By the Rev. Mr. Davip Browx.
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Sttiuation, E.T.e"rm‘, aril S:.ri_ﬁn'e‘.

TIIIS parifh is fituared in the county of Roxburgh, in the

prefbytery of Jedburgh, and fynod of Merfe and Te-
viotdale. In the records of prefbytery it is called, the united
parifhes of Crailing, Nifbet, and Spital.  Crailing and Nifbet
were diltinét parifhes, and Spital 15 faid to have been an hof-
pital, belonging to the abbey at Ancrum. The time of an-
nexation is very antient. It is of a circular form, near .3 En-
glifh miles in diameter.  The river Teviot flows eaftward,
in beautiful windings, through its centre ¥, where it is
joined by the Oxnam from the fouth, necarly at right an-
gles.

About three fourths of the parifh are arableland, veryrich
and fertile. The haughs, about a mile broad, in the middle of
the parifh, are of a decploamy dry {fvil. ‘Towards the fouth,

the

* The centre of the parith is 13 miles from Hawick, 7 fiom
Kelfo, and 45 from Edinhurgh,
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the ground rifes gradually from the valley; the foil becomes of
a fharper, and more ftoney kind, and then runs out into
(heep pafture. On the fouthern boundary there are confidera-
ble plantations of wood ; moftly fir, except on the banks of
the Oxnam, where there is a2 guantity of timber, of various
forts, along the borders of a fmall and remantie glen ; in the
bottom of which, there is a flat of rich pafture. The river winds
through i¢, but occafionally touches high and fteep rocks; part-
Iy covered with natural woed. At the foot of this glen, are
fituated, Crailing houfle on one fide of the Oxnam, and the
manfe on the other. This fpot is well adapted for beautiful
pleafure grounds; in the keeping up, and improving of which,
the prefent proprietor is at confiderable pains and expence.
The grounds, on the fouth fide of the parith, aré¢ moitly in-
clofed and fubdivided with hedges, and rows of trees.

The north fide of the parifh contains little haugh land, the
ground beginning to rife more immediately from the river.
The foil is rich and dry, fit for any crop. On the northern
boundary, there is a conliderable extent of fheep pafture, in
which, there is a beautiful green hill, called Penslbengh, the
only one in the parifh. The grounds on that fide, though
wterfperfed with a few clumps of fir trees, are moftly open ;
except fowards the weft, at Spital, now called Mount-teviot,
where there are large inclofures, with hedge rows and belts
of planting, and a confiderable quantity of full grown tim-
Der.

This parifh is a {mall portion, but, at the fame time, the
loweft, warmeft, and molt fertile, of that beautiful traét of
corn country, on the banks of the Teviot, 20 miles in length,
from Hawick to Kclfo, which is commonly known by the
name of Teviotdale,
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Climate, {ofc. The climate is dry and wholefome. Nao
difeafes are peculiar to the parifh 3 and the people are gene-
rally long lived. One man died a few years ago, who was
{faid to be 106. At prefent there are feveral perfons in the
parith about §o, and likely flill to fee many years. There
1s a circumitance, which may be mentipned here, as a proof
of the mildnefs of the climate, and finenefls of the foil of this
parith, which took place in the late attempt, that was made

to cultivate tobacco in Scotland: In one f{eafon, a tenant, in
this diftri€t, drew L. 115 for tobacco plants, and afterwards
raifed a crop on 12 or 13 acres, which he fold upon the
ground, for L. 320 5 but an afk of parljament intervening, (the
policy, or the juftice of which, need not here be entered into,)
the purchafer was unable to fulfil his baygain, and the farmey
was compelled to difpofe of his tobacco to Government, at
only 4d. per Pnumll; at which rate, it brought him only
L. 104. It appeared, from the,trials made at that time,
that tobacco would thrive well in the fouthern pagts of Scot-
iand.

Rent of the Parifb.———"The valued rent is L. 8733 Scoty.
The real amounts to about L. 2500 fterling. 'The rent of the
beft land in the parith, 1s 1. 1: 10 per Enghih acre. The
land, in general, is let, not by the acre, but in the lump.

Number of Proprictors, Tenants, &'c.—There are two great
and one {mall proprictor, or feuer in the parifh. One of
thefe, Mr Hunter of Crailing, refides at his country feat dur-
ing the fummer. Mount-teviot-ledge, (a feat of the Marquis
pf‘ Lothian,) has net been occupied by the family for fome
time palt. There are four farmers, who pay L. 100; other
fqur, upwards of L. 200, one L. 3Q0 per annum; behdes
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a number of {maller tenants. But there is not now in the
parith, above ane-third of the number, that there were 40
years ago.

Papulatjon. The population of the country part of the
parith, has, of late years, greatly diminithed, owing to the
monopoly of farms. But, on th¢ whole, the increafe is confi~
derable, when compared with the report made to Dr Webw
fter, in 1755, where it is ftated, at only 387 fouls. The
number of perfons, at prefent, in the parifh, by altual cnu-
meration, are as follows :

Of the Eftablifhed Church - - 280
Their children, under »o years of age, or there-
by - - - - 172
— 453
Beceders - : : 130
Theiy children - - - 0o
210

Total in the parith 671

The proportion of Seceders has been much about the fame
for many years.

¢ The following is a ftatement, extrated from the parith

regifter, of the births, marriages, and deaths, for the aft
ten years :

Abfiract
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Abfralt of Births, Murviages, and Death.

Y ears. Births. Marriages. Deaths.
176¢ o - Io - - 7 - - 10
1782 - - 18 - - 10 - - I4
14583 - - 13 - - g - - [
E784 - - 24 - - 4 - - 2
1783 - - 15 - - 5 - - 4
1786 - - 72 - - g - - 1
1787 - - 14 - - yi - - 2
1783 - - 18 - - [+ - - 7
1780 - - 16 - - 3 - - 2
1700 - - 13 - - Q = - 7

163 6o 53
Yearly aver. near 10 G 3

The lit of deaths is not very exaét, as no record has
been kept, of perfons belonging to this, who have been buri-

ed in other parifhes.

It is believed, that there is not, in

State of Agriculture,
any part of the kingdom, a better {yllem of agricylture. No
expence is fpared in procuring manure.  Marle is got at LEck-
ford, one mile diftant ; but limeis brought from Northumber-
land, about 23 miles. And one of the moft confiderable far-
mers in the parith, is this year making trial of gypfum, or
plaifter of Paris, which has, of late, been much rﬂﬂ\nmmcnd-
ed. The marle isfold fo high, that lime is reckoned cheaper,
notwithftanding the diftance of carriage. 'The turnip, and
every fpecies of drill hufbandry, is carried on here in the

highelt
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higheft perfeflion. The plowmen of this parifl, have, at no
competition, becn excelled in the neatnefls of their work ; and
the farmers are remarkable for keeping capital horfes, and e-
quipping them to the beft advantage. No fight can be more
delightful, to one who is fond of a country hife, than to fur-
vey the rich haughs of Crailing, and the fields of Nifbet, ina
fine morning, during the beft feafons, for the wils of agricul-

ture.

Crogs.—This parifh produces a great propertion of wheat,
befides all the other kinds of grain of the beft quality. “The
culture of turnips is much attended to, and with great fuccels.
They are gencrally eaten by {heep on the ficlds. The fheep are
inclofed by nets, made for the purpofe ; by means of which,
400 or goo are confined within the bounds of 4 or § Englifh
acres at a time, till the turnips are all confumed. The ground
being well prepared for the turnips, and thoroughly cleaned
while the crop is upon it, the neceflity of fummer fallowing
is precluded, and is, therefore, feldom practifed in this parifh.
The fheep leave the ground richly manured, and wheat is ge-
nerally fown upon fields thus prepared, any time before Chrift-
mas. ‘Thereare, upon an average, about 220 acres of turnip
annually confumed in this parifh, by fheep from neighbouring
parifhes, and from the Englifh border, which are thereby tho-
roughly fed for the market, to the number of about 2200, al-
lowing 10 fheep to an acre. Such turnips, as are not confum-
ed in this way, (which are not a few,) arc given, by the far-
mers, to their young ftock, both of cattle and theep., The
turnips, that are late of being confumed, are fuceceded by a
crop of barley, which is frequently accompanied with grafs-
feeds. The crops of this parifh, and of Eckford to the eaft,
iI¢ generally more early, than even thofe of the Lothians.

- P?T‘l\.-!
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Price of Labour.——The average wages of a than-fervant,
iiving in the houfe, are about L. 7; thofe of a woman about
L. 3:10. The wages of men-labourers, furnithing theirown
meat, are 10d. 2 day, from Martinmas to Candlerhas, and 1s
the reft of the year; except in time of harveft, when they are
foruewhat higher. The wages of women are, at turnip-
weeding, and other farm-work, in fummer, 9d aday, andat
{hearing in harvelt, rs, furnithing their own victuals.

Carts and Ploughs.—There are 48 carts and 44 ploughs,
The ploughs are of Small’s conftruflion ; and though all
made in the parifh, they are not inferior to his manufacture.
They are always drawn by a pair of horfes, and one man
both drives and holds the plough.

Animaley, Fifp, to%.—~There are about 1g0 horfes and 350
black cattle in the parifh. The ftock of fheep is about 2400.
"The breed is between the beft border ewes, and Bakewell’s and
Culley’s tups. The lambs, for fome years paft, have fold at
from 8s to 115 a head; the wool is all laid, and fells at about
86s per ftone of 24 Englith Ib. from 3 to 8 fleeces go to the
ftone. Such is the attention here paid to the culture of fheep, that
many are bred and reared even on the belt grounds.

The rivers Teviot and Oxnam, already mentioned, abound
with great variety of trout. Vaft numbers of fea trout come
up in {fummer and autumn, and afford excellent fport to the
angler. There are fome pike of a large fize in the back -wa-
ters or delerted channels of the Teviot. There are a great ma”
ny grilfe, and fome falmon in that river.

Mineral Spring.—The only thing of the kind in the parifh;
and that even f{carcely worth mentioning, is a fmall {pring

near the manfe; within a few yards of the minifter’s well, of
3 which
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which the common people talk very highly, as a cure for the
cholic.

Villages. —There are three villages in the parifh, viz. Crail-
ing, and Upper and Nether Nifbet. But, indeed, they fcarce-
ly deferve the name of villages, being inhabited only by fuch
labourers and tradefmen, as are neceflary for the purpoles of
the neighbouring farmers.

Ecclefiaftical State of the Parifb.—The prefent church and
manfe were built about 35 years ago. The church is fmall,
but handfome, well finithed, and in good repair. It ftands
remote from all other buildings, on a {mall eminence near the
fouth bank of the Teviot, where thar river is joined by the
Oxnam, which is about the centre of the parith. When this
church was built, the church of Nifbet was thrown down, and
not a veftige of it now remairis. The hofpital and chapel at
Spital were long ago denolifhed, and even the burying-ground
there has been totally abandoned for many years. Nothing
but a few tomb ftones now mark the place, and thefe are al=
moft grown over with trees and weeds. But the burying-
ground at Nifbet {s ftill ufed, by all the Nifbet and Spital fide of
the parith.—Thereare no remains of the old church of Crailing,
which {tood within a few yards of Crailing houfe ; but the pa-
rithioners on Crailing fide, and fome alfo, who have left the
parifh, ftill infift upon ufing the old burying-ground, aithough
th€ proprietor of Crailing has, in licu of it, given them an am-
ple fpace around the new church j and although their late mi-
nifter (et them an example, by ereting there a tomb for himfelf
fome years before he died.~~The manfe ftands upon the old
fite of Crailing manfe, nearly about half a mile fouth from the
prefent church, The king is patvon. The living confifts of 85
bolls of meal, and a little more than 75 bolls of barley, Linlith-

VoL, 11. Tt gow
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gow meafure. The minifter is titelar of the vicarage tithes,
confilting of lambs, wool, lint, hemp, hay, 8c. which he
lets at prefent for L. 30 : to fterling. It is believed they may
be rented confiderably higher. There is likewife a glebe of
q acres and 17 poles Englifh, and a manfe, &c. all which are
in value according to the rate of the times.

There is no diffenting meeting-houfe in the parith, The
Seceders here are accommeodated at jedburgh, which is about
3 miles diltant,

State of the Schosls.~There are two eftablifhed fchools in the
parith, viz. one at Crailing, and one at Nifbet. The {chool-
maflter of Crailimg has L. 5: 11 13, as falary, and about L. 3,
as being parith and feflion clerk. He has alfo the intereft of
money, left by bonds for his ufe, to the amount of L."3 drg per
annum.  The {choolmafter of Nifbet has L. 2 : 15 : 63, as fa-
lary, and 105 for collefling the poor’s rates of the barony of
Nifbet. The fchool-fees are very {mall, being, for Englifh,
18. per quarter, for Englith and writing, 1s 6d. and for Eng-
lith, writing, and arithmetic, 25 6d. The annual average
number of fcholars, for the lafl 6 years, has been 48 at Crail-
ing fchool, and 36 at Nifbet.

State of the Poor.—~'They are fupported by poors rates. Itis
found, by written records, that, between 30 and 40 years ago,
the poor in this parifh, in number about 8 perfons, were {up-
ported, or relieved in their own houfes, for about L. 14 fter-
ling per annum. Of late years, zbout 14 perfons, at apr ave-
rage, have been maintained in the fame way,for L. 27 perannum.

Roads, Bridges, and Boats,~The turnpike road on the fouth
bauks of the Teviot, betwixt Hawick and Kello, paffes through
this
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this parith. The other roads are kept in repair by ftatute mo-
ney. Lhere 15 a bridge over the Oxnam, near the manle,
which is the only one in the parith. It was built about 20
years ago, by fubfcription, and is ftill in good repair; it will
no doubt be upheld by the turnpike funds. The nearefl
bridge over the Teviot, is that at Ancrum, a fhort way a-

bove. B, for the conveniency of the parifh, the heritors up-
hold a beat, and pay a boatman. To this they are bound, on
account of the annexation of Nifbet and Spital to the church
of Crailing ; and on Sundays no fare is exacted,Yrom perfons
attending the parifh church.

Antiguities.——A Roman road or caufeway pailed through
the welt part of this parifh, the traces of which arc ftill to be
feen. There are alfo veftiges of two encampments on the top
of Penelheugh ; and that they belonged to the Romans, we
are led to conjellure, from their vicinity to thatroad. Oneof
them feems to have been ftrongly fortified, and though now
totally demolifhed, it ftill retains the name of the Cafile.—
The fite of it is very high, and commands a moft extenfive
profpelt; taking in at once all the windings of the Tevior from
Hawick to Kelfo, and part of the feveral beautiful ftreams
which join it in that courfe. The whole county of Berwick is
alfo feen from it, and a part of the German ocean. The view
is bounded on the fouth by the lofty mountains of Cherviot,
apd, on the north, by the Lammermuir hills.

Nifbet is noted, by tradition, for being a ftrong-hold of
fome of the antient marauders of the border. Many perfons
are yet living, who remember the ruins of two ftrong towers
at the village of Nether Nifbet, and ftones of excellent work-
mantbip are flill dug up from time to time. It alfo deferves
to be mentioned, on account of its antiquity, and the fingu-
larity of its tenure; that the proprietor of the barony of Crai-
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ling is bound to furnith, a guard of his own vaffals, for the cir-
cuit Court of Jufticiary, when it meets at Jedburgh. On this
account, there is annexed, to that barony, the property of
fome acres of land at Lanton, in the parifh of Jedburgh, which
is called the Crowner’s lands.

Difadvantages.—1It is a difadvantage, to which the loweft
haughs of the parith are liable, that the rivers fometimes
fwell to fuch a height, as to carry off either the corns when
cut, or the manure, when lying on the furface, and thus to
deftroy the labours of the farmer, What renders thefe floods
more deftrultive is, that they are often unexpefted, and fud-
den, by great rains falling in the diftant mountains, when no
fymptoms are perceived by the inhabitants of this, and of the
neighbpuring vallies.

But the chief and general difadvantage of this parith, is,
the diftance from coal, and the great expence of land carriage,
on that and all other commeodities. Although a confiderable
quantity of fire-wood is annually {old at Crailing plantations,
yet it is generally thought, thar coals are the cheapeft fuel.
Tht'.y are brought from Etal in Glendale, and from Rychefter
on Reid water, a branch of the Tyne, both in Northumber-
land, and both diftant about 23 miles. But {till it is fome comfort
to obferve, that thefe coals are of a very excellent quality.

Means of Improvement—The improvements of this parifl,
and of the neighbouring diftrifts in general, have been very ra-
pid for fome years, owing to the eftablifhment of turnpike
roads, and to the great fuccefs in the culture of turnip; and
it is hoped, that there will foon be an ealy communication
with the German ocean, by means of the propofed canal. If
that fhould take place, it will neceflarily lead to the eftablifh-
ment of manufatures, and thereby increale the papulation,
extend the improvements, and double the value of eftates in

thie part of the kingdom.
NUMBER
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