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INUMBER XXXIV.

PARISH OF MONIMAIL

(SHIRE OF FIFE.)

By the Rev. MR. SaMUEL MarTIn.
————

Name.

ETWEEN Lindore’s loch, in the parith of Abdie, and the
village of Monimail, where the church ftands, and
from which the parith is named, there is a hill, or rifing
ground, over which lies the road between Perth and Cupar.
The length of this hill is fuppofed to have given rife to the
name, Monimail, * At the foot of a hill one mile over,” It
is often written and pronounced, Money Meal, and {tranpers
fuppofe, that it denotes, a * parifh of plenty,” abounding
in meal and money : but the number of Gaelic names in the

neighbourhood, difcountenances this ctymology.

’

Form, Extent, and Situation, ‘There is a large map of
Fife, by Ainflie. The boundaries of the parith of Monimail
are not perfetly marked in it, though nearly exalt. TIts fi-
gure is fomewhat oval, about four feet by three.—— Excep-
ting on the north and eaft, the lands are flat and fertile. A
marfh, of about 30 acres, (Lethem mire,) and the heights on
the north and eaft are capable of little culture.—1It is re-

markable,
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208 Statiftical Account

markable, that, in this neighbourhood, both to the north and
fouth of the Eden, the foil, in rifing from the plain, becomes
richer; but is thin and fandy in the low grounds.~—The hills
are rather green than heathy. The Mount-hill is of confide-
rable height, and has been planted for feveral years. Veilels,
on making the land from the eaft feas, are afhfted and dire(t-
ed by this mount, and by Monzie church, which ftands
on the top of an eminence beneath it, as a land mark.
‘The fituation of the parifh, in general, is dry and falubrious.
No peculiar epidemical diftempers are known. The inhabi-
tants are healthy; and there are feveral inftances of confide-
rable longevity.—About half a mile north of the church,
there is a fpring, known by the names of Cardan’s Well: It
is of no repute at prefent, but was highly elteemed by the fa-
mous Cardan, who ufed it much; and, in particular, he is
{aid, with this mineral water, to bave cured Hamilton, Arch-
bithop of St. Andrews, of a droply.—The parifh is well wa-
tered ; but its different brooks, or waters, as they are called,

are none of them conhderable.

T bunder-Siorms. On the 27th O&ober, 1733, Melvill-
houfe was ftruck with a remarkable thunder ftorm. ‘The
whole houfe, on every fide, and from top to bottom, was af-
fected. The ltream of lightning, it is fuppofed, was attrac-
ted by 2 long iron fpike, on the top of a cupola covered with
lead. The effefls of it were felt, and are ftill vifible in almoft
every part of the houfe : providentially no perfon was mate-
rially hurt. Profeffor M‘Clauyin, at Lord Leven’s defire, exa-
mined the progrefs and veftiges of the ftorm*. In a large

mirror, a piece, of the fize of a crown, was melted, and no
crack

* See his letter to Sir Hans Sloan, in Pennant’s Tour.
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crack or flaw whatever appears in any other place. Many
fplinters were torn out of the folid wainfcoting, particularly a
thin one, about the breadth of a half foot joiner’s rule, was
beaten y4 feet from the top of the finithing, on the floor,
where it made a deep impreflion, which fill remains. One
of the chimney tops was thrown down, and fome of the ftones
carricd too yards into the garden. —In July 1983, about
fix o’clock in the morning, a girl and boy were killed with
lightning. Peals of thunder, with vivid lightning, were that
morning loud and frequent. The mother was a helplefs pal-
fied woman, and had been carried from her bed to the fire-
fide. The boy, who was much frightened with the thunder,
was {tanding before the fire. The girl was feated oppofite to
her mother, feeding the fire with bruth wood. On the def-
cent of the lightning, the boy fell back, and was, for fome
time, belicved to be the only perfon affedted : the girl retained
her fitting pofture, and was not fuppofed to be injured. A
dog lay motionlefs more than an hour, but on being thrown
out as dead, revived and recovered entirely. The poor mo-
ther faid,«(he thought the Are, that came down from the hea-
vens, completely involved her with the reft. The fhock had
no effe€t on her health, or conflitution, either favourable or
unfavourable. WWhat the minifter, whoe was {ent for on the
awful occafion, faw of the bodies of the children, was firm
and well coloured, as in life.

Population.—Dr Webfter ftates the number of inhabitants
to be 884. The regifters have been carefully examined, in
order to afcertain the population, at different perieds, but it
is found, that they cannot be relied on. The inaccuracy of
the records may be vatioufly accounted for, in this, as well as
in other parifhes. Vacancies, the negligence of parents,

the carclefsnefs of fefion clerks, the illegal with-holding of
the
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the dues by diffenters, &c. each of thefe circumftances may
occalion omiflions. For fome years back, (on which greater
confidence may be placed,) the average is, births, 30,~~mar-
riages g,~and deaths 8f yearly. In January 1791, there
were,

Males. Females. Total.
Above %o 23 - 20 - 43
[xe) 64 - 78 = 142
20 200 - 236 - 436
10 117 - g1 - 208
s B2
Below 10 of both fexes - - 272
Total number of the inhabitants - 1101
The number of families - - - 241
Average number in each - - - 4.5277

Of the different ranks in life, there are 2 noblemen, (of one
of whom, the Earl of Leven and Melvill, it is remarkable,
that the fucceflion canbe traced, in direét defcent, from father
to {omy for 18 generations; the other, Lord Ruthven, isa
minor); 8 heritors, refident and non-refident; 1 minifter, 1
preacher, 1 ftudent of theology; 1 public.and 1 private teach-
er, I fchool-miftrefs; 30 farmers, 35 weavers, 7 fhoemak-
ers, 8 taylors, 11 carpenters, 3 brewers, 1 baker, 3 ma-
fons, 4 fhepherds, and g {miths.

With regard to religious opinions, there are gg diffenters;
27 of whom, are Antiburgher Seceders, 2 Independants, and
the other 26 are Epifcopals, Burgher Seceders, and members
of the prefbytery of Relief.

Of married couples there are 172, bachelors 38, and wi~

i : A £€OoWers,
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dewersy who are heads of families, and fingle womet, in hous
tes of their own, 31,

There are three corn mills, and one lint-mill, driven by
water., Dwo threfhing-mills; one driven by horfes, one by
water.  § fmall retail ithops, There i8 no occafion for any
lawyer, attorney, phyfician, or furgeon, in this parifh, as
the town of Cupar fupplies its environs, with legal and medical

"

ail.

wdericulture.~"The mode of managing lahds is the fame that
obtaing in the low country in general : confifting of rotations
vf crops, hay, turnips, inclofing, and draininz. The face of the
pariih is conliderably chunged of late, and improvements areftill
going forward, The produdlions arc the fame with thofe of the
reft of Fife and the Lothians. Confiderable quantities of wheat
and barley are annually exported, or otherwife fent away. The
railing of black cattle is now more attended to, than formerly.
UOf 8 {mall flocks of fheep, 3 have been very lately fold off,
chicfly becaufe fhicep injurg hedges and fown grafs, and be~
caule it iy faid, that more profit is reaped from black catile.
There are 5 farmsabove L. 1co flerling, {one of them L. 300:)
the reft from L. 70 downwards. One pretty extenfive farm
fents at 1. 1 1103 per acre. The average rent of good farms is
below L. 1 peracee.  Land of inferior yuality is proportional-
by lower, 1355, 10s. &c. &c. Any eftates, which have been
lat€ly fold in this parifh, and indeed in the neighbourhood,
I'arm houfes are now built more

have bro ught high prices.
commadious and comfortable.  The tenantry improve in their
mannerg, drels, way of life, and form a refpectable body of

men.

The ploughs aie 56 in number, made on diffv-
rent models : and new nnprovenmients are attended to, and tri-
vd, as they are fuggefted,

VoL 1L Chiriky

,
E
atd
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402 Statiftical Account

Church, Manfe, Stipend, 'c.~~The church is a long nar-
row building, rather old and incommodious ™.

The manfe being very old, and infufhcient, a new and
more commodious one is about to be erefled.

In 1794, the rent roll of the parifh was nearly L. 2506
The ftipend is worth fomewhat above L. 1co.
The Earl of Leven

fterling.
An augmentation was lately obtained.

is patron.

Prices of Provifions, Wages, and Labour, in 1750, and

1790 !

1750 Ib. Dutch. 1790. Ib. Dutch.

Beef - . 2 d. - - - 44

Mutton - - zd. - - - - 4d.

Veal - - 44d. - - - = d.

Hens - - 4 d. . - - 1s. od.

New butter - 4d. - - - - 8d.

Salmon - 1d. & r1id. - - - sd. 6d. &ec.

Eggs per dozen 71id. & 2d. - - 3d. 4d. 5d.
And other articles in proportien.

Per day. Per day.

Dav-labourers = - gd, - - od. 10d. 15

Mafter wright, or mafon 1s. - - 15. 3d.—1s. 6d.

Mafons, wrights =d. 8d. - - - 15

per annk. Py annuins

Farm fervantsL. 2 L.2:10:0 and 2 pechka L.6L.7

of meal per week with meal.

Upper

* The bell is on the eall end of the church. Tt was erefted a-
bout 40 years ago, when the former one became infufficient : that
bell had been ufed from the days of Robert the Bruce, as appeared by
aninfcription onit. The church was new.rocfed about go years ago:
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I750. 1700.
Upper family fervants 1.8 L.1o - - L.20 L.2g.
Livery - L. 4 - L.ioL.i2.
Maid fervants L.1:1o L.2 - L.3 L.3:10 L. 4.

The fuppreflion of vails operated confiderably to increafe
the wages of family fervants.

‘This lift, which applies to
Fife in general, is a {trong argument for the augmentation
of minifters {tipends, {choolmaifters, and the falaries of all {ti-
pendaries.

Names of Places. 'The moft, of perhaps all, the old
names are Gaelic; 'Balintagart, the prieft’s town ; Letham,
the fide of the hill 3 Fairnie, a moift place where alders grow ;
Cunoqubie, head of a corn field, &c. Some are modern.
The Bow of Fife is the name of a few houles on the road to
Cu_Pnr. Whether this uncommeon name 1s taken from a bend-
ing of the road, as fome {uppole, or, as others, from the
meetings of the farmers in old times, to fix the prices of
grain, (the bolls being pronounced bows,) cannot be deter-
mined. It has been thought, that this {pot is nearly the cen-
ire of Fife : this is alfo offered as the reafon of the name.——
Letham is the principal village. On the firlt week of June,
there is a confiderable fair held at it. Eafter Fairnie is next
in fize: Monimail is fmaller. Other clufters of houfes {carce-
ly deferve the name of villages.

Antiquities,——=~INear the church, and within Melvill park,
.there is a2 fquare tower in pretty good prefervation. Its age
is uncertain ; but it was repaired by Cardinal Bethune, and
was his reflidence, 1562, There are feveral ditin& heads of
the Cardinal, in his cap, in ftone relievo on the walls. The
arms of the family of Bethune are alfo intire. The tower is

2 E 2 evidently
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454 Statiftical Account

evidently part of a large building, the remains of whiclh are
very vifible.~~The houfe of Fairnie is believed to be one of
M‘DufFscaftles. TIts walls are uncommonly thick : it is very
old, and has been a place of ftrength. A ftrip of land
in the farm of Ladifron, belonging to Mr Paterfon of Cuno-
quhie, is called the temple. There is a tradition, that a
priclt lived here, who had a right to every feventh acre of La-
difron, and to the tathing (dung as left on the ground) cvery
{feventh night.

Tradition fays, there was a dreadful battle, fougzlit on the
N. W. boundary of the parifh, between the Scots and the
Ianes. A hillock, called Doulie-cairy Knoll, is faid to have

received irs name from the battle, (/frrere and care).

Longevity~—A woman (IHelen Gray) died in this parifh,
in the 105 year of her age. She was born in Tealand, near
Dundee. The parifh regifter was confulted, but in wvain,
'The death of Archbithop Sharp, fhe diftinétly remembered:
If fhe was 3 years old then, fhe was 105 at her death. She
was a little woman, remarkably chearful. Some years before
her deathy fhe had a new fet of reeth.  In carly life fthe had
been a fervant in Lord Stovmont’s family.  The ladies of the
neighbourhood were much amufed with her teling them, that
Mrs Helen Murray, whom they weil knew, as lady dire€irefs
of the Edinburgh affemblies, was one of the voung bairns fhe
remembered 3 and that ©Mr Willie, (Earl Mansficld,) when
voung, was a very fine laddiew(hov).

Swicide.~There has been but one inftance of fuicide for ma-
ny years. The perfon wasold, and in a confufed, ftupthied
itate. This event was rendered remarkable bv the manner of

interment. 'Uhe body waas I&rmlght from the lLioufe, through th
window,
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windows and buried, under night, at the extremity of the
parith. A proof at once of the force of old fuperititious cuf-
toms, amud, at the fame time, of the horror {o natural to be felt

on fuch an occafion.

Pory.~—The funds, for the fupport of the poor, arife from
legacies, mort-cloths, marriages, occafional donations, but
chiefly from the weekly colleftions at the church doors. There
are 1o or t2 regular monthly penfioners, On emergencies,
others are aflifted. No begping is allowed. 'The diftribu-
tions, commmnmbus annisy, are betwixt L. 20 and L. g0 ller-
ling.~—In 1982, and 1583, the ordinary funds, with a volurs
tary and unflobicited donation from the heritors, according to
their valued rents, fupplied the great exigencies of the poor,
during thefe two unfortunate {ealons,

Schssds.—The eftablifhed fchool-mafter’s falary, and perqui-
fites, as precentor and fuvilion-clerk, with the {chool-fees, have
been reckoncd to be worth about L. 1.4. The number of icholars
varies, according to the abilities and reputation of the teacher;
and thofe of the private teachersin the parifh. 3o0maybe the av-
erage. ‘The fees are, Englifh 15 per quarter ; writing 253 arith-
metic 25 ; bosk-keeping 1os 6d a courfe; Latin 25 6d per quar-
ter. It is not doubted but this, and fimilar reports, will evince
the neceflity of more cncouragement to this ufeful and labo-
ripus order of men.

Aifeclluncons Ofirvatens.———Teats and wood are ufed,
but in fmall quantities. Coals chiefly from Balgonie and Bal-
birnie, in the parith of Markinck, at 7d per load, of 18 {tone,
are the fuel of the parifh. A double cart carries five loads:
Servi-
tudes

the catringe colts nearly the purchafe in moncy.
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400 Statiftical Account

tudes are few and dying away. Thofe that continue, fuch as afe
fiftancewith carriages, &c. during the hayand cornharvefls, are
rather voluntary and difcretionary than exaéted.———The geu
neral charatter of the parifhioners has always been, that they
are induftrious, regular, quiet, and refpe@table. There are
mixtures in the pureft focieties, but this charaller is {till me-
rited by the prefent race in Monimail.

NUMBER
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